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PM Modi: Rs 16 Lakh cr Spent on Fertiliser Subsidies for Farmers

Bhildi, Oct 30 (GNS): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Friday
said the Centre has spent around
Rs 16 lakh crore on fertiliser sub-
sidies over the past several years
to prevent farmers from bearing
the burden of rising internation-
al fertiliser prices amid global

uncertainty.

Addressing farmers at a gath-
ering in Bhildi in Gujarat’s Ban-
askantha, PM Modi said inter-
national developments had led
to sharp increases in fertiliser

prices, but the government

absorbed the additional costs
rather than passing them on to
farmers. “Over the past few years,
amid global uncertainty, fertilis-

er prices have risen sharply.

had

But

our government, which is dedi-
cated to farmers, did not allow
this burden to fall on them. The
government has spent around Rs
16 lakh crore on this,” he said.

Explalmng the expenditure,
PM Modi said the government
had borne the additional finan-
cial burden to ensure farmers
continued to receive fertilisers at

affordable prices. He said the ob-
jective is to protect farmers from
the impact of international price
fluctuations and prevent an in-
crease in their cultivation costs.
The Prime Minister’s remarks
formed part of a broader account
of the government’s agricultural
support measures during his ad-

He said the objective is to protect farmers from
the impact of international price fluctuations and
prevent an increase in their cultivation costs. The

Prime Minister’s remarks formed part of a broader
account of the government’s agricultural support
measures during his address at the national-level

PM Kisan Utsav Diwas programme.

dress at the national-level PM
Kisan Utsav Diwas programme.
He also said that the agricul-
ture budget had increased more
than fivefold compared with
2013-14 and that farmers had
received or saved more than Rs
50 lakh crore through various
government schemes and deci-

sions. Among the measures he
cited were direct income sup-
port through PM-KISAN, fertil-
iser subsidies, minimum support
prices, crop insurance and solar-
powered irrigation.

“Fertiliser subsidies are partic-
ularly important because farmers
depend on them for agricultural
production and should not have
to bear the full impact of rising
global input costs,” he said. The
Centre’s fertiliser subsidy expen-
diture covers support extended to
ensure that farmers can purchase
key fertilisers at prices below
their actual costs. “Earlier govern-
ments were also deceiving farm-
ers on the issue of MSP. But it is
our government that has fulfilled

the promise of MSP. In the last 12
years, Rs 24 lakh crore has gone
into the accounts of wheat and
paddy farmers as MSB” he said.
He also cited more than Rs
two lakh crore paid to farmers
as crop insurance compensation
over the past 10-12 years and the
distribution of around 12 lakh
solar pumps under the PM-KU-
SUM scheme. The Prime Minis-
ter was in Gujarat on a two-day
visit from Friday for programmes
in Banaskantha and Ekta Nagar.
In Banaskantha, he also inaugu-
rated the Bharat Bovine Breeding
and Research Centre (BBBRC)
and launched several projects re-
lated to agriculture, animal hus-
bandry and infrastructure.

Amit Shah promises UCC in
UP if BJP returns to power

Lucknow, Oct 30 (GNS):

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday stat-
ed that the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) will be imple-
mented in Uttar Pradesh
if the BJP-led NDA forms
the government for the
third time following the
2027 Assembly polls.

HM Shah made the re-
marks while speaking at
the inauguration of the
BJP’s state executive com-
mittee meeting in Luc-
know, as part of prepara-
tions for the Assembly
elections.

UP BJP President and
Minister of State for Fi-
nance Pankaj Chaudhary,
Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath, both Deputy
Chief Ministers, and other
senior party leaders were
present at the event.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Amit Shah wurged
party workers to set aside
personal grievances and
ambitions, strengthen the
organization, and consid-
er the next Assembly elec-
tion as their own battle.

Launching a sharp at-
tack on Lok Sabha Leader
of Opposition Rahul Gan-
dhi, he said the BJP would

)

answer the LoP’s “mean-

ingless statements” by
forming the government
again in 2027.

Shah also hit out at the
Samajwadi Party and its
chief Akhilesh Yadav, say-
ing: “Today was the day
when unarmed Ram devo-

" AL

tees and kar sevaks were
fired upon indiscrimi-
nately in Ayodhya during
the then SP government
and the water of the Saryu
river turned red with their
blood.” He questioned the
SP, asking how he can stake
a claim to form the govern-
ment in the state again?

Further, HM  Shah
warned that the BJP gov-
ernment in Uttar Pradesh
is “Angad’s leg,” which the
opposition parties can-
not shake, referring to the
Hindu Mythological fig-
ure in the Ramayana.

The Home Minister
also recalled the contri-
bution of former UP CM
late Kalyan Singh, saying
that the latter had taken
a historic decision for the
Ram Temple movement
“without caring about his
government then”.

Further targeting the
Congress and the SP, he
said that under Akhilesh
Yadav’s leadership, “SP
had been losing elections
continuously, while the
Congress under Rahul
Gandhi had failed to re-
turn to power”.

“If the opposition con-
tinued on the same path,
it would remain out of
power for a long time,” he
remarked.

Maintaining that the
government’s  achieve-
ments are important,
Amit Shah stressed that
the BJP’s greatest strength
is its cadre.

Revanth Reddy urges centre to expedite key railway projects in Telangana

New Delhi, Oct 30 (GNS):
The Chief Minister Mr. A. Re-
vanth Reddy appealed to the
Union Minister of Railways
Ashwini Vaishnav. Regarding
the Hyderabad-Pune, Hyder-
abad-Bangalore, Hyderabad-
Chennai corridors, the state
government reviewed the
proposals sent by the cen-
tral government and sent
proposals to the central gov-
ernment suggesting some
changes, he said.

It was explained to the
Union Minister that the state
government has not started
any land acquisition process
regarding these three cor-
ridors. He made it clear that
the central government will
start the land acquisition
after the alignment is ap-
proved. He appealed to com-
plete the alignment process
as soon as possible.

The Chief Minister met
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnav at the Delhi Rail-

way Building. On this oc-
casion, they discussed the
key railway projects neces-
sary for the development
of Telangana. Vikarabad-
Krishna wanted to sanction
the new railway line (130
km) immediately. It was ex-
plained to the Union Minis-
ter that huge limestone de-
posits have been discovered
in Tekalkod area of Vikarabad
district, so the government

has prepared plans to turn
this area into a cement and
textile hub. The Chief Minis-
ter also asked for the align-
ment of the Regional Ring
Rail along the Regional Ring
Road (RRR) which is being
constructed around 360 km
around Hyderabad. He said
that large-scale employ-
ment opportunities will be
available with the regional

ring train. Dornakal - Gad-

wal, Kalvakurti - Macharla,
Kachiguda - Jaggaiyapet (250
km), Patancheru - Adilabad
(320 km), Bodhan - Latur
(175 km), Akkannapet bypass
line (8 km) routes are once
again appealed to be granted
immediately.

Ashwini Vaishnav asked
to set up mega coaching,
freight maintenance de-
pot in Anantaram village

near Mahabubabad, which

Chief Minister also asked for the alignment of
the Regional Ring Rail along the Regional Ring
Road (RRR) which is being constructed around
360 km around Hyderabad. He said that
large-scale employment opportunities will be
available with the regional ring train. Dornakal
- Gadwal, Kalvakurti - Macharla, Kachiguda -
Jaggaiyapet (250 km), Patancheru - Adilabad
(320 km), Bodhan - Latur (175 km), Akkannapet
bypass line (8 km) routes are once again
appealed to be granted immediately.

South Central Railway
wants to undertake ambi-
tiously. Reminding the fact
that the 409.1 acres of land
required for the establish-
ment of this depot has al-
ready been agreed to be
handed over to the Railway
Department, they requested
to grant permissions to the
Mega Freight Maintenance
Depot as soon as possible.

Minister Vivek Venkatas-
wamy, MPs Anil Kumar Ya-
dav, Vem Narender Reddy,
Dr. Mallu Ravi, Balaram
Naik, Chamala Kiran Ku-
mar Reddy, Gaddam Vamsi
Krishna, Special Represen-
tative of the State Govern-
ment in Delhi AP Jitender
Reddy were present in this
meeting. Senior officers par-
ticipated along with Gari.

IRCTC Case: Delhi Court directs Rabri, Tejashwi
to appear for formal framing of charges on Nov 19

New Delhi, Oct 30 (GNS): A
Delhi court on Friday granted
exemption from personal ap-
pearance to Rashtriya Janata
al (RID) chief Lalu Prasad
Yadav’s wife Rabri Devi and
son Tejashwi Yadav in the
alleged money laundering
case linked to the IRCTC
hotel scam being probed by
the Enforcement Director-
ate (ED). The Rouse Avenue
Court directed Rabri Devi
and Tejashwi Yadav to appear
in person for the formal fram-
ing of charges in the case.
During the proceedings,
counsel appearing for Rabri
Devi submitted that she was
unable to appear before the
court due to medical rea-
sons. In the case of Tejashwi
Yadav, the counsel said that
his flight was delayed and
he could appear before the
court by 2 p.m. to complete
the formalities. However,
the court granted an exemp-
tion to both for the day and

listed the matter for further

hearing on November 19.
During the hearing, coun-
sel for Lalu Prasad Yadav
informed the court that the
Delhi High Court had is-
sued notice to the ED on
his plea challenging the trial
court’s order framing charg-
es against him. The coun-
sel further submitted that
the High Court had granted
him liberty to seek an ad-
journment before the trial

court until the next hearing
scheduled for December 3.
The trial court clarified that
those accused who have
not obtained any stay from
the High Court would be re-
quired to appear before it on
the next date of hearing. In
September this year, Special
Judge (PC Act) Vishal Gogne
of the Rouse Avenue Courts
framed charges against Lalu
Prasad Yadav, Rabri Devi, Te-
jashwi Yadav and other ac-

World Bank notes India’s fast poverty decline: FM Sitharaman

New Delhi, Oct 30 (GNS):
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday high-
lighted that the World Bank’s
October 2026 Poverty &
Equity Brief records India’s
progress as one of the fast-
est poverty declines in the
world. The report states that
several significant gains, in-
cluding 49.6 crore people
moving above the lower-
middle-income poverty line
of $4.20 a day between 2011
and 2023, with the poverty
rate declining from 57.7 per
cent to 16.1 per cent, the Fi-
nance Minister said. Extreme

poverty declined from 27.1
per cent to 2.6 per cent over
the same period, measured
at $3 a day. Both monetary
poverty thresholds use 2021
purchasing power parity.
Employment increased by
13.4 crore people between
2017 and 2023, nearly twice
the increase in the working-
age population. Rural wom-
en accounted for much of
the employment gain, enter-
ing paid work and increas-
ing the number of earners in
their households. Both rural
and urban households expe-
rienced substantial welfare
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gains, with faster progress
in rural India narrowing the
rural-urban gap, according
to the report. Access to elec-
tricity reached 99 per cent of

the population, according to
thereport’s 2022 survey data.

The World Bank identifies
strong consumption growth,
rising employment especially
among women and expanded
social transfers, including
food subsidies, as major driv-
ers. The Finance Minister said
that under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the government’s sus-
tained policy efforts are yield-
ing tangible results, strength-
ening the foundations for
inclusive growth and greater
economic opportunity.

“This is the reason why

NDA govt wins people’s trust
and mandate of our citi-
zens. We remain committed
to building on this progress
through productive employ-
ment, stronger household
incomes and effective deliv-
ery of public services, so that
aspirations of our people are
met,” she added. The World
Bank report states that over
the past decade, India has
made remarkable progress in
reducing poverty across both
monetary and non-mone-
tary dimensions, recording
one of the fastest poverty de-
clines in the world.

cused persons, holding that
a prima facie case under the
provisions of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) was made out
against them. The court had
also discharged seven ac-
cused persons in the case.

According to the ED, the
accused persons were in-
volved in laundering pro-
ceeds of crime generated
through alleged irregulari-
ties in the award of con-
tracts for the operation of
Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) hotels during Lalu
Prasad Yadav’s tenure as
Union Railway Minister be-
tween 2004 and 2009.

The federal anti-money
laundering agency has
alleged that hotel main-
tenance contracts were
awarded to a private com-
pany linked to close associ-
ates of the RJD chief without
following prescribed norms.
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Air Marshal Inderpal Singh
Walia named next IAF vice chief

New Delhi, Oct 30 (GNS): Air
Marshal Inderpal Singh Wa-
lia, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal
(AVSM) and Vayu Sena Medal
(VM), has been appointed as
the next Vice Chief of the Air
Staff (VCAS) of the Indian Air
Force (IAF), with effect from
November 1. He will succeed
Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit,
who is set to take over as the
29th Chief of the Air Staff on
October 31, following the
retirement of incumbent Air
Chief Marshal AP Singh after
42 years of service.

Air Marshal Walia is cur-
rently serving as the Air Of-
ficer Commanding-in-Chief
of the Eastern Air Com-
mand. An accomplished
fighter pilot with more than
3,200 hours of flying experi-
ence, he brings nearly four
decades of distinguished
service and extensive op-
erational, command and
staff experience to his new
assignment. An alumnus of

%
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the National Defence Acade-
my (NDA), Air Marshal Walia
was commissioned into the
fighter stream of the Indian
Air Force on June 11, 1988.

During his career, he has
flown several frontline fight-
er aircraft, including the
MiG-21, MiG-23, MiG-27,
Jaguar and Su-30MKI.

His key command assign-
ments include commanding
a frontline MiG-27 fighter
squadron, the Tactics and
Air Combat Development
Establishment (TACDE) and
Air Force Station Bareilly.
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Power vs Planet | How energy projects
are weakening Earth’s Foundations

Dr Daisy Parihar

n recent years, the
Iincreasing occurrence

ofland sinking-or
subsidence-in seismic
regions has raised alarm
bells among environmen-
talists, scientists, and local
communities. Particularly
troubling is the phenom-
enon in areas where large-
scale hydroelectric projects
are being constructed or
operated. These sinking
zones are not just geo-
logical anomalies; they are
symptomatic of deeper
issues rooted in human
intervention, environmen-
tal mismanagement, and
fragile geographies. This
article explores why sink-
ing zones form, how they
affect the environment,
humans, and wildlife,
the specific role hydro
projects play, and what
technological and policy
measures can be employed
to mitigate the risk. Sink-
ing zones, or subsidence
zones, refer to areas where
the ground surface gradu-
ally or suddenly lowers.
While this can occur due to
natural geological process-
es, human activities such
as excessive groundwater
extraction, mining, and in-
frastructure development-
especially in sensitive
seismic areas-can acceler-
ate the phenomenon.

In seismic zones, the
earth’s crust is already
under stress due to tec-
tonic movements. When
additional pressure or
imbalance is introduced,
such as from large-scale
hydro projects, it can lead
to land sinking, landslides,
or even trigger earth-
quakes. Several factors
contribute to the develop-
ment of sinking zones in
seismic areas, particu-
larly during or after hydro
project construction: Water
Pressure and Seepage: The
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creation of large reservoirs
behind dams increases the
water load on the land.
Water seeping through
porous rocks or faults can
lubricate fault lines and
trigger shifts in the earth’s
crust. Soil Saturation and
Weakening: Continuous
saturation of soil due to
leaks or reservoir seepage
can lead to soil erosion and
weakening of landmass,
making it prone to sinking.

Excavation and Blast-
ing: The extensive drilling,
blasting, and tunneling
required in hydro projects
can destabilize already
fragile geological forma-
tions. Deforestation and
Land Use Change: Con-
struction of hydro projects
often involves clearing of
forests, which naturally
help anchor soil and sta-
bilize the terrain. Their re-
moval exposes land to ero-
sion and destabilization.
Groundwater Depletion:
Excessive use of ground-
water for construction or
related activities can cause
the upper layers of soil to
collapse into the voids left
behind, contributing to
sinking. While hydroelec-
tric power is celebrated as
arenewable energy source,
the scale and placement
of these projects matter
immensely. In India and
other Himalayan regions,
hydroelectric projects are
often situated in ecologi-
cally fragile, tectonically
active zones.

For instance, several
studies in the Uttarakhand
region-particularly after
the 2021 Chamoli disaster-
have pointed out that
tunnel boring and dam
construction in unstable
mountain geology have
contributed to land sub-
sidence and flash floods.
The town of Joshimath,

a gateway to popular
pilgrimages and trekking
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routes, began to experi-
ence alarming land sinking
in 2022, with cracks ap-
pearing in homes, roads,
and temples. Experts at-
tributed this to unscientific
construction, aggressive
hydro project activity, and
poor geological under-
standing. A 2023 study
by the Indian Institute of
Remote Sensing (IIRS)
and the National Remote
Sensing Centre (NRSC)
used satellite imagery to
confirm gradual sinking
in various areas around hy-
droelectric sites. These in-
sights validated what many
residents and activists had
long feared: unchecked in-
frastructure development
without environmental
due diligence can turn
thriving towns into sinking
zones. One of the most
respected voices on this
issue is Dr. Harsh Gupta,
an eminent Indian seis-
mologist, who pioneered
research on Reservoir-In-
duced Seismicity (RIS). His
studies on the 1967 Koyna
earthquake in Maharashtra
showed a direct correlation
between the filling of the
Koyna Dam reservoir and
increased seismic activity
in the region. Dr. Gupta
emphasized that large
dams in tectonically active
zones can alter the stress
distribution in the Earth’s
crust, potentially trigger-
ing earthquakes. His work
remains foundational in
understanding the seismic
risks posed by hydroelec-
tric projects. The conse-
quences of land sinking in
seismic zones are multifold
and devastating:

Loss of Biodiversity:
The disruption of land
and water systems can
wipe out local flora and
fauna. Wildlife corridors
get blocked, migratory
patterns are affected, and
aquatic life suffers due

to altered water flow and
siltation. Soil Erosion and
Sedimentation: Loose,
sinking land increases
erosion. Sediments end
up in rivers, altering their
course, choking aquatic
habitats, and reducing
the life of reservoirs and
dams. Altered Hydrology:
As ground levels change,
so do the flow patterns of
rivers and streams. Springs
may dry up, wetlands may
vanish, and new water
bodies may emerge in
unstable ways, disturbing
local ecosystems. Forest
Loss: Trees cannot survive
in areas where the ground
shifts, cracks, or floods
frequently, further acceler-
ating ecological collapse.
Impact on Humans and
Animals The human cost
of sinking zones is imme-
diate and tragic: Displace-
ment: Families are forced
to abandon homes built
over generations. Cracks in
buildings, collapsed roads,
and unsafe terrain make
life unlivable. Economic
Loss: Tourism-dependent
regions like Joshimath
suffer massive income loss.
Agriculture is disrupted
as soil becomes infertile
or waterlogged. Mental
Health Crisis: Sudden
displacement, uncertainty,
and fear of further disas-
ters cause anxiety, depres-
sion, and trauma, particu-
larly among children and
the elderly. Animals, both
domestic and wild, face
displacement and starva-
tion. Pastures disappear,
water sources dry up, and
natural habitats become
inaccessible. Conflicts be-
tween humans and wildlife
increase as animals wan-
der into populated areas in
search of food and shelter.
Technologies and Stud-
ies Aiding Understanding
Modern science is increas-
ingly playing a role in pre-
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dicting and mitigating the
effects of sinking zones.
Key tools and studies in-
clude: Remote Sensing and
Satellite Imagery: Agencies
like ISRO and NASA use
high-resolution imagery to
track land subsidence in
real-time.

LIDAR Technology:
Light Detection and Rang-
ing (LIDAR) helps create
detailed topographical
maps, showing subtle
shifts in land elevation
over time. Geotechnical
Investigations: Ground-
penetrating radar and
seismic reflection surveys
identify fault lines, under-
ground water flows, and
rock integrity. Hydrologi-
cal Modeling: Advanced
software models simulate
the impact of damming
and tunneling on local
water systems and predict
pressure build-up. Artifi-
cial Intelligence and Ma-
chine Learning: These are
being used to analyze vast
datasets from multiple
sources-satellite, geo-
logical, climatic-to predict
potential disaster zones
before visible damage
occurs. What Needs to Be
Done To protect both the
environment and com-
munities, several actions
must be taken: Strict En-
vironmental Clearances:
No project should proceed
without comprehensive
Environmental Impact
Assessments (EIAs), par-
ticularly in seismic zones.
Community Involvement:
Local populations must be
consulted and informed.
Their indigenous knowl-
edge can offer valuable in-
sights into the landscape’s
history and vulnerabilities.
Limit Infrastructure Load:
Urban planning must
consider geological limits.
Mass tourism and urban
sprawl in fragile areas
should be regulated.
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Viksit Bharat 2047: Who
Will Shape India’s Future?

ations are not built in boardrooms or announced through policy declarations.
‘ \ ‘ They are built quietly, every day, in classrooms-where a child first learns how

to think, question, imagine, and become. Every vision of a developed India,
every ambition of global leadership, every promise of Viksit Bharat 2047 rests on a
simple, undeniable truth: the quality of our future will be determined by the quality of
our teachers. And yet, this is precisely where our greatest contradiction lies. We aspire
to become a knowledge superpower, but we have not yet made teaching a profes-
sion that attracts the nation’s best minds. We speak of innovation, critical thinking,
and global competitiveness, but the very individuals responsible for nurturing these
capacities are often overburdened, under-supported, and undervalued. This is not
merely an educational concern. It is a national concern. Because no country has ever
risen to excellence with an average teaching force.

The question that policymakers, institutions, and governing bodies must confront,
honestly and urgently is this: if the most capable, driven, and talented young people
are not choosing teaching, who exactly will prepare the generations that must lead In-
dia into 2047? Talent does not drift into professions by accident. It is drawn by design
by respect, by opportunity, by dignity, and by the promise of growth. Today, teaching
struggles on each of these counts.

A bright graduate in India stands at a crossroads. On one side lie professions that
promise financial security, social prestige, and clear advancement-medicine, engi-
neering, corporate careers, civil services. On the other lies teaching, often perceived
as a path of limited growth, modest compensation, and insufficient recognition. The
choice, then, is not difficult. And that is precisely the problem. When teaching becomes
a fallback rather than a first choice, the system begins to weaken at its very foundation.
This perception did not emerge overnight. It is the result of systemic design. For de-
cades, we have treated teaching as a routine occupation rather than a high-impact pro-
fession. We have layered teachers with administrative duties that dilute their primary
role. We have offered limited career progression within the profession, forcing many to
move out of classrooms to gain recognition. We have not invested enough in rigorous,
aspirational teacher education that attracts top-tier talent. Most importantly, we have
not consistently accorded teachers the societal and institutional respect they deserve.

This stands in stark contrast to countries that have built world-class education
systems. There, teaching is among the most respected professions. Entry into teacher
education is highly selective. Training is research-driven and deeply practical. Com-
pensation is competitive. Teachers are trusted as professionals, not merely imple-
menters. Their voice matters in shaping policy and practice. The result is predictable:
when the best minds teach, the entire system rises.

India must now make a deliberate choice. If we are serious about transforming
education, then teaching must be reimagined-not incrementally, but fundamentally.
Financial structures must reflect the importance of the role. Competitive salaries,
incentives, and long-term security are not luxuries; they are essential to attract and
retain excellence. Career pathways within teaching must be clearly defined and as-
pirational, allowing educators to grow as master teachers, mentors, researchers, and
leaders without leaving the profession.

Equally critical is the redesign of teacher education itself. Programs must become
more selective, more rigorous, and more aligned with the realities of modern class-
rooms envisioned by NEP 2020. They must develop not just subject expertise, but the
science of learning, the art of engagement, and the capacity for continuous reflection.
Institutions responsible for shaping these frameworks carry a profound responsibility.
The standards they set will determine the kind of educators India produces.

But beyond structures and systems lies a deeper shift that must occur-the shift in
how we value teachers as a society. Why should a teacher not command the same
respect as a doctor or an engineer, or a lawyer , or civil servants or researchers or
scientists 2 Why should shaping human potential be seen as less significant than man-
aging systems or constructing infrastructure? These are not rhetorical questions. They
strike at the heart of our national priorities. A teacher does not just deliver content;

a teacher shapes character, builds confidence, and ignites curiosity. In doing so, a
teacher influences not just individual lives, but the collective destiny of a nation.

The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 cannot be realized through infrastructure alone.

It requires intellectual capital, emotional resilience, ethical grounding, and creative
thinking-qualities that are cultivated in classrooms, guided by capable and committed
teachers. Every reform, every policy, every investment will ultimately succeed or fail
based on the person who translates it into practice at the front of the classroom.

This is why the time for incremental change has passed. What is needed now is a
decisive, policy-driven commitment to elevate teaching into a profession of pres-
tige, purpose, and power. Not as an act of goodwill, but as a strategic imperative for
national development. Because in the end, a nation is built twice-first in the minds
of its children, and then in the world they go on to create. The architects of that first
construction are teachers. If they are empowered, respected, and exceptional, India
will rise to its full potential. If they are not, no policy vision, however ambitious,
will be enough. The question before every policymaker, every institution, and every
leader is stark and unavoidable: Will we design a system that draws our finest minds
into teaching-or will we continue to expect extraordinary outcomes from an under-
valued profession?

Al and Journalism Catalyst for Press Freedom or Threat in Disguise?

Prof D Mukherjee

ver recent decades,
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)

has shifted from peripheral
philanthropy to a central
pillar of corporate gover-
nance. A major milestone in
its global institutionaliza-
tion was the UN’s introduc-
tion of the Global Compact
by Secretary-General Kofi
Annan at Davos in 1999.
Officially launched in July
2000, the Compact encour-
aged businesses to align vol-
untarily with principles of
human rights, labour rights,
environmental protection,
and anti-corruption (United
Nations Global Compact Re-
ports, 2000). This global mo-
mentum gradually shaped
national policies, including
in developing countries like
India, where CSR emerged
as a bridge between busi-
ness interests and social
equity.

CSR in India, though
legally formalized only re-
cently, is deeply embedded
in the country’s cultural and
spiritual traditions. Practices

such as Dhramada (Hin-
dus), Dushaant (Sikhs), and
Zakat/Zakhath (Muslims)
reflect historical commit-
ments to charity and social
welfare. Ancient scriptures
like the Vedas, Upanishads,
and the Bhagavad Gita stress
selfless service (nishkama
karma, Gita Ch. 3, Verse

19) and collective well-
being (lokasangraha), laying
ethical foundations akin to
modern CSR. Historical In-
dian rulers institutionalized
these values through public
utilities like dharmashalas,
water tanks, and community
granaries.

Despite ongoing criti-
cisms, globalization and
widening wealth inequali-
ties have prompted both
governments and corpo-
rations to rethink their
approach to Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR).
As businesses expand in
revenue and influence,
their role in shaping human
development, environ-
mental sustainability, and
community well-being has
become increasingly crucial.

This calls for a model where
economic growth supports
broader societal advance-

ment.Archie B. Carroll’s 1991

framework was pivotal in
shaping the modern CSR
narrative. Building on How-
ard Bowen’s foundational

work, Carroll introduced the

Pyramid of CSR, classifying

corporate responsibilities
into four levels: economic,
legal, ethical, and philan-
thropic. His model offered
businesses a clear and prac-
tical structure for integrating
CSR into their operations
and highlighted the need to
look beyond profits.

In India, CSR evolved

from informal philanthropy
to a formalized legal obliga-
tion with the Companies
Act, 2013. Section 135 of the
Act mandated that firms
exceeding Rs 500 crore in
net worth, Rs 1000 crore in
turnover, or Rs 5 crore in net
profit must allocate 2% of
their average net profit over

the previous three years to-
ward CSR, evident from the
MCA Annual Reports, 2014-
2024. Enforced from April 1,
2014, this landmark move
made India the first country
to legally require CSR
spending. This transition
redefined CSR from discre-
tionary giving to a strategic
responsibility. Today, CSR
initiatives serve as tools for
brand enhancement, stake-
holder engagement, and
sustainable development.
From ancient traditions to
global frameworks, India’s
CSR journey exemplifies
the fusion of moral obliga-
tion with business strategy,
establishing CSR as a key
pillar of modern corporate
governance

Japan and South Korea
exhibit unique cultural and
economic influences on
CSR. Japanese corporates
emphasize community har-
mony and employee welfare,
while South Korea’s chaebols
increasingly align CSR with
national innovation goals.
The UK, through Section
172 of the Companies Act

2006, mandates directors
to account for broader
stakeholder interests, subtly
weaving CSR into corporate
governance itself (UK Parlia-
ment Reports on CSR, 2019).
A bird’s eye view of
adecade (2014-2024) of
mandated CSR practice in
India, since the enactment
of mandatory CSR in 2014,
India has witnessed notable
shifts in corporate conduct
and public-private partner-
ships. Initial years , 2014-
2018, witnessed uneven
compliance, but regulatory
reforms brought greater ac-
countability. The Companies
(Amendment) Act, 2019, and
CSR Rules, 2021 introduced
stricter norms, includ-
ing mandated transfers of
unspent funds and compul-
sory impact assessments
for large-scale projects. The
CSR-2 online disclosure
format further enhanced
transparency as stipulated
by MCA Notifications, 2019
and 2021. It is evident from
that MCA CSR Portal, 2023,
corporate spending has
surged, with over Rs 25,000

crore invested in FY 2022-23
alone. Core sectors like edu-
cation, health, the environ-
ment, and rural develop-
ment remain top priorities.
Major contributors include
Reliance Industries, Tata
Group, Infosys, and ONGC
In the context of India
referring to the global
CSR landscape, it may be
mentioned that India stands
apart globally with its legally
mandated 2% PAT CSR rule.
KPMG Global CSR Survey,
2021 observes that unlike
nations such as the US,
Canada, and Japan, where
CSR is largely voluntary,
India enforces both expendi-
ture and reporting. European
countries Favor hybrid mod-
els, focusing on disclosures
rather than set spending lim-
its . However, the NITI Aayog
SDG Index, 2022 provides
that CSR funding in India
remains skewed, with urban-
ized states receiving the bulk,
while Aspirational Districts
continue to lag. Despite a
clear legal mandate, in India
faces ongoing hurdles that
hinder its full potential.
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Biotech Key to Nation-Building and
Future Economy: Minister

New Delhi, Oct 30 (GNS):
Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge)
for Science and Technol-
ogy; Earth Sciences and
Minister of State for PMO,
Department of Atomic En-
ergy, Department of Space,
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances and Pensions, Dr.
Jitendra Singh inspected
the various facilities at
BRIC-inStem and reviewed
ongoing clinical trials in
collaboration with pre-
mier medical institutes and
hospitals, including the
landmark first-in-human
gene therapy trial for Hae-
mophilia conducted with
CMC Vellore. Calling it a
“milestone in India’s scien-
tific journey,” the Minister
hailed the institute’s contri-
butions to preventive and
regenerative healthcare.
During his visit, Dr. Ji-
tendra Singh underscored
the strategic importance
of biotechnology in shap-
ing India’s future economy
and public health infra-
structure. “This is not just
about science—it’'s about
nation-building,” he said,
commending the Depart-
ment of Biotechnology’s
(DBT) recent successes
and its emergence from

relative obscurity into na-
tional relevance. India’s
biotechnology sector has
seen an extraordinary leap,
growing 16-fold in the past
decade to reach $165.7 bil-
lion in 2024, with a vision
to touch $300 billion by
2030. The Minister credit-
ed this growth to enabling
policy reforms, includ-
ing the recently approved
BIO-E3 Policy that aims to
boost economy, employ-
ment, and environment
through  biotechnology.
“We now have over 10,000

/4 ) =
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biotech startups compared
to just 50 a decade ago,” he
pointed out.

Dr. Jitendra Singh praised
the creation of the Biotech-
nology Research and Inno-
vation Council (BRIC) that
unified 14 autonomous
institutions under one um-
brella. “BRIC-inStem is at
the cutting edge of funda-
mental and translational
science,” he said, highlight-
ing innovations like the
germicidal anti-viral mask
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the ‘Kisan Ka-

vach’ that protects farmers
from neurotoxic pesticides.

A highlight of the visit
was BRIC-inStem’s Biosafe-
ty Level III laboratory, a key
national facility for study-
ing high-risk pathogens
under India’s One Health
Mission. “The recent pan-
demic taught us that we
must always be prepared.
Facilities like this will help
us stay a step ahead,” Dr.
Jitendra Singh stated. The
Minister also praised the
newly launched Centre for
Research Application and

Training in Embryology
(CReATE), which addresses
birth defects and infertil-
ity by advancing develop-
mental biology research.
“With about 3 to 4 percent
of babies born with some
form of defect, this centre
is vital for improving ma-
ternal and neonatal health
outcomes,” he said. Call-
ing for greater collabora-
tion between scientific
and medical institutions,
he suggested that BRIC-
inStem explore MD-PhD
programs, integrate more
with clinical research, and
enhance visibility through
coordinated communica-
tion strategies. “What’s be-
ing done here should echo
across the country—not for
publicity, but because the
nation needs it,” he said.

Dr. Jitendra Singh con-
cluded by noting that In-
dia’s economy of the future
would be bio-driven, with
institutions like BRIC-in-
Stem serving as torchbear-
ers of this transformation.
“As Mark Twain said, the
economy is too serious a
subject to be left to econo-
mists alone. Biotechnology
is not just a science any-
more—it is a pillar of our
national strategy.”

New Delhi, Oct 30 (GNS):
Tech giant Google on Tues-
day said it is the grateful
to the Competition Com-
mission of India (CCI)
for instituting processes
which enable construc-
tive engagements between
companies and the mar-
ket. The company reacted
after it paid up a penalty
of Rs 20.24 crore to settle
its case with the regulator
over the alleged unfair busi-
ness practices and abuse of
dominance by the US tech
giant in India’s Android TV
segment. “Google is com-
mitted to abiding by ap-
plicable local laws in every
country where we oper-
ate and are grateful to the
CCI for the opportunity
to engage and present our
case,” the tech giant said
in a statement. “We also
thank the CCI for institut-
ing processes which enable
constructive engagements
between companies and
the market, allowing for
continued investment and
growth,” it added.

This is the first case to be
settled under the amended
Competition Act, wherein
settlement and commit-
ment provisions were intro-
duced in 2023, according to
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Grateful to CCl for instituting processes
for constructive engagements: Google

a CCI statement on Mon-
day. After receiving a com-
plaint, CCI had ordered a
detailed probe in 2021.

Later, Google proposed
to settle the case and CCI
considered the settlement
proposal and observed
that under the "New India
Agreement”, Google will
provide a standalone li-
cence for the Play Store and
Play Services for Android
smart TVs in India, thereby,
removing the requirement
to bundle these services or
impose default placement
conditions, the CCI state-
ment said.

"Additionally, by waiving
the need for valid Android
Compatibility Commit-
ments for devices shipped
into India that do not in-
clude Google apps, OEMs

(original equipment man-

ufacturers) can now sell
and develop incompatible
Android devices without
violating the Television
App Distribution Agree-
ment (TADA)," CCI further
stated. The regulator said it
has accepted the settlement
proposal. The case involved
alleged abuse of dominance
in smart TV software, high-
lighting the need for exercis-
ing regulatory control over
global tech firms to ensure
fair competition in the mar-
ket. The settlement brings to
a close an investigation that
started after two individuals
filed complaints accusing
Google of forcing television
manufacturers to accept re-
strictive terms in exchange
for access to the Android TV
operating system.

Chhattisgarh CM to showcase new industrial
policy during his two-day Mumbai visit

Mumbai, March 24 (UNI)
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai will be on
a two-day visit to Mumbai
from Wednesday, where he
will participate in two ma-
jor national events, includ-
ing the CMAI Fab Show and
the India Steel 2025. During
these events, he will present
Chhattisgarh’s new indus-
trial policy, its investment
potential and infrastructure
vision before leading indus-
trialists and policymakers
from across the country.

According to the Chhat-
tisgarh Chief Minister’s of-
fice, CM Sai will take part
in the Fab Show on April 23,
organised by the Clothing
Manufacturers Association
of India (CMAI). This an-
nual event brings togeth-
er leaders from garment
manufacturing,  exports,
and branding. The chief
minister will highlight the
incentives and opportuni-
ties available for the textile
sector under Chhattisgarh’s
new industrial policy. Sev-
eral major companies are
also expected to sign MoUs
for investment in the state
during this event.

On April 24, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will ad-
dress the 'India Steel 2025'
event via video conferenc-

ing. CM Sai will also address
the inaugural session as the
Chief Guest. On this plat-
form, he will present the
highlights of Chhattisgarh’s
new industrial policy, infra-
structure readiness for the
steel sector and the state’s
long-term development vi-
sion. On the same day, a
Chhattisgarh  Roundtable
Meeting will also be held,
where the CM will engage
in direct dialogue with po-
tential investors. The dis-
cussion will focus on spe-
cially developed industrial
clusters for the steel sector,
logistics infrastructure, sin-
gle-window clearances, and
labour-friendly policies.
CM Sai will also visit the
Chhattisgarh State Pavilion
set up at the Bombay Exhi-
bition Centre. This pavilion
will showcase the state’s ro-
bust industrial infrastruc-
ture, business-friendly en-
vironment, and emerging
investment opportunities
-- aiming to attract national
and international investors.
This is CM Sai’s second
visit to the financial capital
of the country since Janu-
ary this year. During that
visit, Chhattisgarh had at-
tracted investment worth
Rs 6,000 crore in a range of
sectors, including plastic,

textile, cement, IT and food
processing. He had told
the investors that since the
launch of the new industri-
al policy last year, the state
had attracted investments
of Rs one lakh crore.

He had told the inves-
tors that the process of
no-objection  certificates
had been streamlined, and
clearances were now pro-
cessed through a single
window system.

The Chief Minister is
expected to emphasise
Chhattisgarh’s strategic lo-
cation, availability of natu-
ral resources and improving
connectivity as key advan-
tages for investors. He will
also highlight the state gov-
ernment's efforts to sim-
plify industrial procedures,
strengthen infrastructure
and create a favourable
environment for both do-
mestic and international
businesses. The proposed
investment discussions are
expected to cover opportu-
nities in textiles, steel, ce-
ment, engineering, logistics
and allied industries. The
state government aims to
attract new industries, en-
courage expansion of ex-
isting manufacturing units
and generate employment
opportunities.

RBI issues new LCR
guidelines for banks

Mumbai, March 24 (UNI)
The RBI has issued new
Liquidity Coverage Ratio
(LCR) guidelines which will
require a bank to assign ad-
ditional run-off rates of 2.5
per cent to internet and
mobile banking-enabled re-
tail and small business cus-
tomer deposits with effect
from April 1, 2026. Banks
will also have to adjust the
market value of Government
Securities (Level 1 HQLA)
with haircuts in line with
margin requirements under
the Liquidity Adjustment
Facility (LAF) and Marginal
Standing Facility (MSF). In
addition, the final guidelines
also rationalise the compo-
sition of wholesale funding
from "other legal entities".
Consequently, funding from
non-financial entities like
trusts (educational, chari-
table and religious), part-
nerships, LLPs, etc., shall
attract a lower run-off rate
of 40 per cent as against 100
per cent currently. "To give
the banks adequate time to
transition their systems to
the new standards for LCR
computation, the revised
instructions shall become
applicable with effect from
April 1, 2026," the RBI state-
ment said. The Reserve
Bank has undertaken an

impact analysis of the above
measures based. on data
submitted by banks, as on
December 31, 2024. Tt is esti-
mated that the net impact of
these measures will improve
the LCR of banks, at the ag-
gregate level, by around 6
percentage points as on that
date. Further, all the banks
would continue to meet the
minimum regulatory LCR
requirements comfortably.
The RBI is sanguine that
these measures will enhance
the liquidity resilience of
banks in India, and further
align the guidelines with the
global standards in a non-
disruptive manner, accord-
ing to an RBI statement.

The Reserve Bank had
issued a draft circular on
July 25, 2024, on "Basel III
Framework on Liquidity
Standards Liquidity Cover-
age Ratio (LCR) - Review of
Haircuts on High Quality
Liquid Assets (HQLA).

and Run-off Rates on Cer-
tain Categories of Deposits".
The draft circular proposed
certain amendments to the
LCR framework and invited
comments from banks and
stakeholders. The final LCR
guidelines have been issued
after carefully examining
this feedback, the RBI state-
ment added.

PLI pushes electronics exports
to move up from 5th spot to 3rd

New Delhi, Oct 30 (GNS):
Electronics exports from In-
dia has moved up from fifth
position to third within one
fiscal, owing to the transfor-
mative production-linked in-
centive (PLI) scheme, Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said on Tuesday.

In a post on X social me-
dia platform, the minister
said that electronics exports
clocked an all-time high of Rs
3.27 lakh crore in FY25, with
mobile exports standing at
Rs 2 lakh crore. “Electronics
exports moves up from fifth
position to third within one
fiscal. Three years in a row,
electronics is India’s fast-
est growing export amongst
India’s top 10,” Vaishnaw in-
formed.

He further stated that lakhs
of new jobs have been created
in the electronics ecosystem,
especially for women, along
with “skilling, increasing DVA
and Indian MSMEs joining
global supply chains”. The
electronics ~ manufacturing
industry has seen a five times
growth in the last 10 years,
surpassing Rs 11 lakh crore
while the entire ecosystem
has created 25 lakh jobs. In
the last decade, electronics
exports have risen six times
to surpass Rs 3.25 lakh crore.
In a historic achievement,

smartphones emerged as In-
dia’s largest export category
in the first 10 months of FY25
-- marking a major success
story under the government’s
PLI scheme. In FY14, smart-
phones were ranked as India’s
167th export category -- a
sharp contrast to their num-
ber 1 position today.

The Union Minister also
hailed hardware brands now
lining up for India, as China
stands to lose amid the on-
going trade tariff war with
the US. The PLI 2.0 scheme
for IT Hardware saw more
than Rs 10,000 crore produc-
tion and 3,900 jobs in just
18 months of its launch, the
government said in January
this year. In a groundbreak-
ing development for India’s
electronics  manufacturing
sector, the production of lap-
tops has started in the coun-
try. Moreover, the electronics
manufacturing sector has
received a major boost with
the government notifying the
much-awaited  ‘Electronics
Component Manufacturing
Scheme' (ECMS). The scheme
marks a turning point for
strengthening India’s compo-
nent manufacturing ecosys-
tem and increasing domestic
value addition. With a finan-
cial outlay of Rs 22,919 crore
over six years, ECMS aims to

generate production worth Rs
4.56 lakh crore, attract invest-
ments of Rs 59,350 crore and
create nearly 91,600 direct
jobs. The minister said the
rapid expansion of electron-
ics manufacturing reflects
the government's focus on
making India a global manu-
facturing hub under the Make
in India initiative. He noted
that policy support, improved
infrastructure and a growing
domestic supply chain have
helped manufacturers ex-
pand production capacities
and strengthen India's posi-
tion in international markets.
The government is also
focusing on reducing depen-
dence on imported electronic
components by encouraging
domestic manufacturing and
attracting global companies
to establish production facili-
ties in India. The Electronics
Component Manufactur-
ing Scheme is expected to
strengthen the local supply
chain, support small and
medium enterprises and im-
prove India's competitive-
ness in the global electron-
ics industry. Vaishnaw said
the growing participation of
Indian companies in global
supply chains would further
boost exports, create skilled
employment and promote
technological development.

Jefferies downgrades Hero
MotoCorp & Bajaj Auto,
cuts price targets sharply

New Delhi, Oct 30 (GNS):
Global brokerage firm Jeffer-
ies on Tuesday downgraded
Hero MotoCorp and Bajaj
Auto, citing a weak outlook
for the two-wheeler industry
in the coming years. While
Hero MotoCorp has been
downgraded to "underper-
form", Bajaj Auto has been
rated as "hold". Jefferies has
also slashed the price tar-
gets of Hero and Bajaj Auto
by a large margin. The price
target for Hero MotoCorp
has been cut by 37 per cent
to Rs 3,200 from the earlier
Rs 5,075. For Bajaj Auto, the
target has been reduced by
28 per cent to Rs 7,500 from
Rs 10,550. Jefferies believes
the overall volume growth in
the two-wheeler industry for
FY26 and FY27 will be slower
than expected, reducing its
growth estimates by six and
two percentage points, re-
spectively.

Still, it expects a 10 per
cent annual growth rate for
the sector between FY25 and
FY28, as it highlighted that
the competitive dynamics
in the two-wheeler industry

have shifted. Jefferies cut
earnings estimates for Hero
and Bajaj Auto by 11 per
cent and 5 per cent, respec-
tively, as Hero MotoCorp's
market share in the domes-
tic market has fallen to a 20-
year low. Currently, out of 44
analysts tracking Bajaj Auto,
30 have a ‘buy’ rating, while
seven each have a ‘hold’ or
‘sell’ view. For Hero Moto-
Corp, 25 out of 42 analysts
have a ‘buy’ recommenda-
tion, 10 suggest holding the
stock, and seven have a ‘sell’
rating. On Tuesday, Bajaj
Auto shares dropped 1.5 per
cent to Rs 8,128, falling 36
per cent from its peak of Rs
12,774 in 2024.

Hero MotoCorp shares
declined by 2 per cent to Rs
3,840 during the intra-day
session, which is 38 per cent
lower than its 2024 peak of
Rs 6,246. The Jefferies report
also noted a sharp decline
in Ola Electric’s dominance
in the electric two-wheel-
er space. Its market share
dropped from 49 per cent in
Q1 FY25tojust 19 per centin
Q4, as per the note.

Rs 1.5 lakh crore projects in India’s Smart
Cities result in cleaner air, drop in crime

New Delhi, Oct 30 (GNS):
India’s Smart Cities Mis-
sion is set to complete a
decade of its existence in
June with 90 per cent of the
Rs 1.64 lakh crore worth of
projects, focused on mo-
bility, potable water and
sanitation across 100 cities,
having been completed, ac-
cording to an SBI report re-
leased on Tuesday.

The Smart Cities Mission
was launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
June 25, 2015, with more
than 8,000 multi-sectoral
projects to be developed in
these 100 cities. As many as
7,504 projects amounting
to Rs1.50 lakh crore (90 per
cent) have now been com-
pleted, according to the SBI
report. An impact analysis
of the smart cities mission
shows a significant trans-
formation with Smart cit-
ies having witnessed a 23
per cent improvement in
air quality over non-smart
cities for the 6-year period
ended 2024. The crime
rates have also come down
in cities which have imple-
mented the scheme by 27

per cent, the SBI report
states. Over 83,000 CCTV
surveillance cameras have
been installed in 100 Smart
Cities, aiding in crime mon-
itoring. Additionally, 1,884
emergency call boxes, 3,000
public address systems,
and traffic enforcement
systems for red light viola-
tions and automatic num-
ber plate recognition have
been installed, enhancing
public safety, the report
points out. Over 50 cities
are managing solid waste
with increased technol-
ogy use, improving route
management, efficiency of
collection, and daily man-
agement. Around 4,400 ve-
hicles have been RFID-en-
abled for Automatic Vehicle
Location (AVL) to digitise
and improve solid waste
management  efficiency.
More than 52 lakh solar/
LED streetlights have been
installed, and over 86,000
kilometers of underground
electricity cabling have
been constructed, the re-
port further states.

Each city has developed
a diverse set of projects,

many of which are unique
and being implemented for
the first time, thus enhanc-
ing the cities’ capabilities
and experience and achiev-
ing broader transforma-
tional goals at the city level,
according to the report.

The main objective of the
Mission is to promote cities
to provide core infrastruc-
ture, a clean and sustain-
able environment and offer
a decent quality of life to
their citizens through the
application of ‘smart solu-
tions’ Of the total Rs 1.64
lakh crore amount that was
spent on 100 cities so far, 92
per cent of the amount was
spent in 21 major states
with the top three states,
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu
and Maharashtra, account-
ing for one-third of the total
amount. Almost 50 per cent
of total project cost is spent
on two heads of mobility,
water/sanitation spanning
more than 3,000 projects.
Overall, on average, Rs 22
crore has been spent on
each project.

City-wise, Indore spent
the highest amount, fol-

lowed by Srinagar. The top
25 cities spent as much
as 40 per cent of the total
amount The Mission aims
to drive economic growth
and improve quality of life
through  comprehensive
work on social, economic,
physical and institutional
pillars of the city. The focus
is on sustainable and inclu-
sive development by the
creation of replicable mod-
els which act as lighthouses
to other aspiring cities

The Mission is operated
as a Centrally Sponsored
Scheme. The Central gov-
ernment gives financial
support to the extent of Rs
48,000 crores over five years,
i.e., on average, Rs 100 crore
per city per year. An equal
amount on a matching ba-
sis is to be provided by the
State/Urban Local Bodies
(ULB). Additional resources
are to be raised through
convergence, from ULBs
own funds, grants under the
Finance Commission, inno-
vative finance mechanisms
such as Municipal Bonds,
other government pro-
grammes and borrowings.

Swedish major Ericsson sets up
antenna manutacturing in India

New Delhi, Oct 30 (GNS):
Aligning with the 'Make in
India' initiative, tech major
Ericsson on Tuesday an-
nounced to set up antenna
manufacturing in India in
collaboration with home-
grown company VVDN
Technologies to boost in-
novation, growth and global
delivery. By June this year,
the Swedish networking
giant will localise 100 per
cent of “Ericsson Antenna
System (EAS) passive an-
tenna” production for the
Indian market. This strategic
investment enables faster
time-to-market, deeper col-
laboration with local part-
ners, and greater adaptabil-
ity to customer needs — all
while supporting the broad-
er vision of Indias digital
transformation, the compa-
ny said in a statement.

“At Ericsson, antennas are
critical, serving as the entry
point to enhanced network
performance and innova-
tion,” said Mikael Eriksson,
Head of Ericsson Antenna
System. “Expanding in In-
dia strengthens our abil-
ity to deliver cutting-edge

technology at speed, closer
to where our customers are
building  next-generation
networks,” he added. The
initiative supports India’s
rapid 5G rollout and bolsters
Ericsson’s ability to respond
with greater agility to evolv-
ing market needs—both
regionally and globally. The
move also reinforces EAS’s
role in building high-per-
forming mobile networks.
This initiative adds India to
Ericsson’s global manufac-
turing footprint — which
already includes facilities
in Mexico, Romania, and
China — further diversify-
ing and future-proofing the
company’s supply network.
“This expansion reflects
our commitment and long-
term investment in India’s
industrial and digital future,”
says Nitin Bansal, Managing
Director, Ericsson India. “By
localising production and
building out a robust eco-
system, Ericsson is ensuring
faster deployment, increased
responsiveness, and stronger
protection for its customers
against environmental or ex-
ternal disruptions,” he added.
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Revanth hails Supreme Court verdict protecting 550 acres in Miyapur

CM says Telangana has safeguarded Govt lands worth Rs 1.5 lakh cr; pledges their use for public welfare and development

Hyderabad, Oct 30 (GNS):
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy has described the Su-
preme Court’s verdict—affirm-
ing that all rights to the 550
acres of land in Survey Num-
bers 100 and 101 in Miyapur,
Ranga Reddy district, belong
to the government—as a his-
toric judgment. On behalf of
the people of Telangana, he
expressed his gratitude to the
Supreme Court judges for de-
livering a verdict in favor of
the state government, thereby
preventing the alienation of
government land valued at ap-
proximately Rs. 50,000 crore.
While on a visit to Delhi, the
Chief Minister spoke to the
media alongside Members of
Parliament, following the Su-
preme Court’s clear ruling on
the 550-acre tract in Miyapur.
He hailed the judgment as a
major victory for the people
of Telangana. He stated that
he has directed officials to
take all necessary measures to
secure the lands in Miyapur.
He emphasized that govern-
ment lands, once reclaimed
from encroachers, will be uti-
lized for the public good. He
noted that since his adminis-

tration—a government of the
people—assumed office, it has
fought effectively in the courts
to prevent the alienation of
state-owned lands, success-
fully safeguarding proper-
ties valued at approximately
Rs. 1.5 lakh crore to date. He
added that, in addition to the
550 acres in Miyapur, the gov-
ernment has secured valuable
land across seven major loca-
tions in the state through these
legal efforts. It was stated that
leaving the lands secured by
the government as they are
poses a risk of them being
alienated or misappropriated;
therefore, the government in-
tends to utilize them for pub-
lic benefit. Lands protected by
the government will be hand-
ed over to the respective de-
partments—forest lands to the
Forest Department and rev-
enue lands to the Revenue De-
partment. A cabinet sub-com-
mittee, appointed for resource
mobilization, will study the
potential sale of these lands
and how the resulting funds
can be used for development
initiatives. It was clarified that
these funds will primarily be
directed toward the develop-

ment of Dalits, Girijans, and
Adivasis, providing education
to the ultra-poor, construct-
ing 'Indiramma' (housing
scheme) homes, developing
irrigation projects, and serving
other public welfare purposes.

It was noted that following
the formation of Telangana,

there were attempts to seize
valuable government lands,
both around Hyderabad and
elsewhere in the state. For
instance, private individu-
als and investors attempted
to encroach upon 550 acres
of government *poramboke*
(unassessed/wasteland) prop-

erty—comprising survey num-
bers 100 and 101 in Miyapur,
Ranga Reddy district—under
the guise of developing resi-
dential colonies.

Over the past three years,
the government has engaged
in continuous consultations
with legal counsel and pre-
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sented strong arguments in

court to protect these lands,
successfully safeguarding as-
sets valued at 50,000 crore.

It was further alleged that

attempts were made to misap-
propriate government lands
by manipulating revenue re-

cords—under the pretext of

the 'Dharani' portal—and
by pressuring officials to fa-
cilitate the encroachment of
these lands by land grabbers.

“When attempts were made
to misappropriate the ‘IMG
lands,” we successfully thwart-
ed them through legal battles.
We secured 400 acres in Kan-
cha Gachibowli and 450 acres
in Mamidipalli by presenting
a robust case in court. By put-
ting forward strong arguments
in both the High Court and the
Supreme Court, we were able
to protect lands worth thou-
sands of crores. We protected
140 acres of land (Survey No.
201) in Sahebnagar Kalan,
Hayathnagar Mandal. Thanks
to our compelling arguments,
the court ruled in favor of the
State and the Forest Depart-
ment. In Kondapur, Serilin-
gampally Mandal, when cer-
tain individuals attempted to
encroach upon 36 acres of land
(Survey No. 59)—valued at ap-
proximately 3,600 crore—the
government intervened and
fought the case in court. On
September 3, 2025, the High
Court delivered a verdict in
favor of the Telangana govern-
ment, following which the land

was taken into possession. In
Manchirevula, Gandipet Man-
dal, we protected 143 acres
of government land (Survey
No. 393) from attempted en-
croachment through legal ac-
tion. Manchirevula is a highly
strategic location; situated ad-
jacent to the Musi Riverfront
and near the Greyhounds fa-
cility, 50 acres of this land have
now been allocated for the
‘Young India Police School.”
The Chief Minister explained
the following:

In Jayashankar Bhupalpally
district, when an attempt was
made to hand over 106 acres
of forest land—valued at Rs.
400 crore—to a politician as a
'gift,’ the government fought
the case in the Supreme Court
and successfully protected the
land. Similarly, in Bhadradri
Kothagudem district, when
private individuals tried to
seize 600 acres of forest land,
the government intervened
and secured the land by fight-
ing the case in the courts. The
Chief Minister noted that, in
this manner, the government
has managed to protect 7 ma-
jor tracts of land over the past
three years.

Farmers' Day Celebrations and PM-KISAN Utsav
Diwas Held at ICAR-IIRR, Rajendranagar

Hyderabad, Oct 30 (GNS):
Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs Shri Bandi
Sanjay Kumar urged agri-
cultural researchers to de-
velop new crop varieties
through innovative ideas,
improved practices and
modern technology to help
farmers achieve higher
yields with lower invest-
ments, while conserving the
environment and protect-
ing human health.

The Union minister at-
tended the Farmers’ Day cel-
ebrations as the Chief Guest
at the ICAR-Indian Institute
of Rice Research (ICAR-
IIRR), Rajendranagar, Hy-
derabad, which also fea-
tured PM-KISAN Utsav
Diwas marking the release
of the 24th instalment of the
PM-KISAN scheme.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Shri Bandi Sanjay Ku-
mar highlighted the pivotal
role of farmers in realising
the Prime Minister’s vision
of Viksit Bharat@2047. He
described ICAR as an im-
portant institution for
Telangana, recognising its
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significant  contributions
to agricultural research. He
noted that research institu-
tions like ICAR have been
developing new crop variet-
ies to help farmers cultivate
crops more effectively and
minimise losses.

Expressing concern over
the challenges and stress
faced by farmers across
the country, the Minister
emphasised the need for
continued research and in-
novation to address their
concerns. Highlighting the
role of the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) scheme in provid-
ing financial assistance to
farmers, he stressed the
importance of ensuring that
all eligible beneficiaries re-
ceive the benefits of govern-
ment welfare schemes.

On the occasion, the
Minister encouraged farm-
ers to follow the guidance
and recommendations of
ICAR-IIRR scientists and
researchers. He emphasised
that adopting scientific ad-
vice and improved agricul-
tural practices would help

farmers enhance productiv-
ity and increase their yields.

In his opening remarks,
Dr. M. Srinivas Prasad, Di-
rector, ICAR-IIRR, high-
lighted the research initia-
tives undertaken by the
Institute in the field of
agriculture to help farm-
ers enhance agricultural
productivity, improve crop
health and increase their
income. This was followed
by an interactive session
between farmers and sci-
entists, during which ICAR-
IIRR scientists showcased
their latest innovations,
including newly developed
rice varieties, and briefed
farmers on the appropriate
use of pesticides. The scien-
tists also addressed various
queries raised by the farm-
ers and provided necessary
clarifications.

Smt. M. Jayasree, NGO
representative of Prakriti
Environment Society (PES),
Dr. M. Srinivas Prasad, Di-
rector, [CAR-IIRR, Scientists
& Heads from ICAR-IIRR
and around 200 farmers
participated in the event.

HYDRAA plans to ease water shortages
with Fox Sagar revival

Hyderabad, Oct 30 (GNS):
The Hyderabad Disaster Re-
sponse and Asset Protection
Agency (HYDRAA) has said
it will undertake the resto-
ration of Fox Sagar Lake in
Jeedimetla and transform it
into a mini Tank Bund with-
in one year.

HYDRAA Commissioner
AV Ranganath inspected the
129-year-old lake on Friday,
October 30. He said that
the lake was constructed
in 1897 during the reign of
the sixth Nizam Mir Mah-
bub Ali Khan, and served
as a major source of drink-
ing water even before major
reservoirs such as Osman
Sagar and Himayat Sagar
were constructed. Despite

its historical and functional
importance, the lake has
now become polluted with
contaminated water and
suffered extensive encroach-
ments. Approximately 150
acre out of the 490 acre have
fallen under encroachment,
the Commissioner said.

He said the lake had de-
teriorated to such an extent
that its water could no lon-
ger be used, even during
periods of El Nino-related
water stress.

The Commissioner said
the lake receives floodwater
from a catchment area ex-
tending nearly 47 kilometres.
In 2000, the lake witnessed
such heavy inflows that its
bund was nearly breached.

He said comprehensive res-
toration of the lake would
help address drinking water
shortages in surrounding ar-
eas to a considerable extent.

HYDRAA plans to restore
the lake’s natural features
and improve its inlet and
outlet systems. Nearly 10
feet of industrial waste and
silt have accumulated in the
lake, which will be removed
to ensure the availability of
clean water.

Sewage Treatment Plants
(STPs) will also be estab-
lished around it to ensure
a regular supply of treated
water, particularly during
the summer, so that the
lake retains sufficient water
throughout the year.

Hyderabad, Bengaluru of

lice space

supply doubled in Jan-Sept: JLL

Hyderabad, Oct 30 (GNS):
Fresh office space supplyin
Bengaluru and Hyderabad
doubled to 30.45 million
sq ft in January-Septem-
ber, due to strong demand
for prime workspace from
global and domestic com-
panies, according to JLL.
Real estate consultant JLL
India’s latest data shows
that new office space sup-
ply rose to 43.66 million sq
ft in January-September
across the top seven cities
from 38.84 million sq ft in
the year-ago period.

The top seven cities are
Bengaluru, Pune, Hyder-
abad, Chennai, Mumbai,
Delhi-NCR and Kolkata.

Of these seven cities,
only Bengaluru and Hyder-
abad witnessed an increase
in fresh office space supply.
The total fresh office sup-
ply in Bengaluru and Hy-
derabad rose to 30.45 mil-
lion sq ft from 14.72 million
sq ft. According to the data,
fresh supply in Bengaluru
more than doubled to 18.35
million sq ft from 8.59 mil-
lion sq ft.

In Hyderabad, the new
supply increased 98 per
cent to 12.10 million sq ft
from 6.13 million sq ft.

On the demand side,
JLL noted that gross leas-
ing advanced 8 per cent
to hit a record 61.06 mil-

lion sq ft in the first nine
months of this year across
seven major cities. In the
nine months, Bengaluru
retained its dominant po-
sition as the numero uno
office market, with a 28 per
cent share of gross leasing
volumes.

Radha Dhir, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, India, JLL,
said, “India remains the
centre of the global GCC
ecosystem, and the num-
bers show it. In just nine
months of 2026, GCCs
(global capability centres)
have leased 26.2 million sq
ft, which is already 84 per
cent of what they took in
all of 2025, a record year.”

EC extends SIR timelines
in TG and five other states

SIR

TELANGANA

Hyderabad, Oct 30 (GNS):
The Election Commission
on Thursday revised the
schedule for the Special
Intensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls in Telangana,
Maharashtra, Delhi, Andhra
Pradesh, Haryana and Na-
galand. The revisions fol-
low requests from the chief
electoral officers of the con-
cerned states.

In Telangana, the final
electoral rolls will be pub-
lished on November 30 in-
stead of November 9. The
last date for disposal of
claims and objections is now
November 26. The poll panel
wrote separately to the five
states and the Union Territo-
ry of Delhi about extending
the timelines. In Maharash-
tra, the deadline for filing
claims and objections has
been extended from Octo-
ber 26 to November 13.

The notice phase and dis-
posal of claims will now run
until November 25, and the
final roll will be published
on November 30. The draft
roll came out on August 31,
and disposals had earlier
been fixed for November 10.
In Delhi, claims and objec-
tions can now be filed until
November 25, instead of Oc-

tober 30. Disposal of claims
has been pushed from No-
vember 30 to December 15,
and the final roll will be pub-
lished on December 22.

The schedule for the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
exercise has been pushed
back on multiple occasions
in the past due to a variety of
reasons. The Election Com-
mission said the revised
timelines are intended to
provide adequate time for
electoral registration offi-
cers to complete the verifi-
cation process and dispose
of claims and objections.
The extension will also allow
eligible voters to check their
details in the draft electoral
rolls and submit applica-
tions for corrections, inclu-
sion or deletion of names, as
applicable.

During the revision exer-
cise, voters can approach
the concerned electoral
registration officers and
booth-level officers to seek
clarification regarding their
entries. Political parties and
their booth-level agents are
also expected to participate
in the process by helping
identify discrepancies and
assisting eligible voters in
filing claims and objections.

Will keep walking until Cong
govt removed: BJP MP

Hyderabad, Oct 30 (GNS):
Taking exception to the re-
ported comments of Con-
gress leaders against his
‘padayatra’ demanding re-
location of the dumpyard
at Jawahar Nagar here, BJP
MP Eatala Rajender said
on Friday, October 30, that
he would continue his foot
march until the Congress
government is dislodged
from power. Rajender, the
Lok Sabha member from
Malkajgiri, launched his
‘padayatra’ on October 27,
seeking relocation of the
dumpyard due to the health
hazards it poses to people
living in nearby areas.

“The Congress party held
a press meet after three days.
What did they say? That this
MP has no work, which is
why he is walking. I didn't
see it myself; someone told
me. If I am walking aimless-

ly, then I will do the same
thing until your government
is dislodged,” he said while
addressing a gathering.

Urging Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy to prepare
a Detailed Project Report
(DPR) to relocate the dump-
yard, he said he would se-
cure funds by taking up the
matter with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. “If I cannot
get funds, I will quit poli-
tics,” he said. Is it fair that
the solid waste generated in
Hyderabad, with a popula-
tion of over 1.50 crore, is all
dumped in Jawahar Nagar
dumpyard, Rajender asked.
Revanth Reddy, who previ-
ously represented Malkaj-
giri in the Lok Sabha, had
sought the dumpyard’s relo-
cation. However, he has not
taken concrete steps since
becoming Chief Minister,
the MP alleged.

Hyderabad, Oct 30 (GNS):
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) work-
ers on Thursday, October

of Congress MLA Sudar-
shan Reddy in Nizamabad,
claiming he made objec-
tionable remarks about
Asaduddin Owaisi. Nizam-
abad Town-VI sub-inspec-
tor K Sandeep said at least
10-15 workers had sur-
rounded the MLA’s car near
14th Division Cheruvu.
The incident occurred at
around 3.30 pm while the
convoy from Bodhan was
on an official visit. Accord-
ing to the AIMIM workers,
Reddy had made remarks
against their leader dur-
ing a field inspection of the
lake. Videos from the spot
show party workers march-
ing towards the convoy and
surrounding Reddy’s car,

29, blocked the convoy

AIMIM workers block Sudarshan
Reddy’s convoy in Nizamabad

raising flags and “Congress
down down” slogans.
Police patrol cars and
officers intervened to con-
trol the situation after the
vehicle pulled over to the
side of the road. Remain-
ing inside his car, Reddy
was seen speaking to the
party workers and explain-
ing that he had not made
any comments against Asa-
duddin Owaisi. Satisfied
with the discussion, work-
ers then dispersed with no
action taken against them,
police said. In a statement
after the incident, AIMIM
acknowledged Reddy’s
clarification that he made
no such remarks. However,
the party reiterated that
Nizamabad is an AIMIM
stronghold and warned
that it will not tolerate any
derogatory comments
against the party or Owaisi.
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