
Hyderabad, Oct 25 (Patriotic 
Views): Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy is scheduled 
to meet with his his Maha-
rashtra counterpart Deven-
dra Fadnavis in Mumbai on 
Monday to discuss the con-
tentious issue of height of 
the Tummidihatti barrage, 
lynchpin of the Pranahitha-
Chevella project which the 
Congress government has 
decided to revive follow-
ing the alleged failure of the 
Kaleshwaram lift irrigation 
scheme (KLIS).

Revanth Reddy along with 
irrigation minister N Uttam 
Kumar Reddy and officials 
concerned left for Mumbai 
on Sunday evening to take 
part in Monday’s meeting.

Though there was an 
agreement between the two 
states during the BRS regime 
to peg the barrage height at 
148 metres, Revanth Reddy 

revived state’s previous re-
quest for the project height 
at 152 metres to facilitate 
drawal of 80 tmc ft of Goda-
vari waters. The barrage at 
this height is needed to di-
vert the water to the Sundilla 
barrage through gravity and 
from there to the Sripada 
Yellampalli reservoir using 
the existing pump house. 
Besides, Telangana can draw 
more water from the barrage 
and the benefits include irri-
gating 5.34 lakh acres.

Bhubaneswar, Oct 25 
(GNS): Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Sunday 
inaugurated the Reserve 
Bank of India’s (RBI) new 
Data Centre and Cyber-
security Training Institute 
at Info Valley-II in Jatni, 
Khordha district, describ-
ing the facility as an im-
portant addition to India’s 
digital infrastructure.

“Today, Bhubaneswar is 
giving a new institution to 
the new India. The inaugu-
ration of RBI’s Data Centre 
and Cybersecurity Train-
ing Institute here is an 
important occasion,” Mr 
Modi said, congratulating 
everyone associated with 
the project. Emphasising 
the Centre’s development 
approach, the Prime Min-
ister said the government 
had adopted a model of 
“pro-people, proactive 
good governance”, with a 
focus on balanced devel-
opment and creating op-

portunities in villages and 
smaller towns. The PM fur-
ther said, “Nowadays, wars 
are not fought only with 
weapons. If you want to 
weaken a country, this can 
also be done by attacking 
its economy. And when In-
dia is becoming economi-
cally strong, we also need 
to protect our banking 
system from cyber thieves 
and cyber terrorists.”

Built on 18.55 acres at 
an estimated cost of Rs 
169 crore, the facility is 

the RBI’s second data cen-
tre after the one in Navi 
Mumbai. It is designed to 
strengthen the security and 
resilience of India’s critical 
financial infrastructure, in-
cluding payment systems 
such as Real Time Gross 
Settlement (RTGS) and 
National Electronic Funds 
Transfer (NEFT). Union 
finance minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman highlighted 
the rapid expansion of 
digital payments in the 
country, saying the Unified 

Payments Interface (UPI) 
now processes more than 
2,400 crore transactions a 
month, or nearly 80 crore 
transactions a day.

Describing data centres 
as the “vault of the digital 
age,” Ms Sitharaman said 
the new campus would 
enhance India’s domestic 
capacity to support critical 
payment infrastructure.

She said the Cyberse-
curity Training Institute, 
which has a dedicated 
research wing, would de-
velop specialised expertise 
in cybersecurity, artificial 
intelligence (AI) and data 
centre technologies.

The data centre will sup-
port the secure storage and 
management of informa-
tion associated with digital 
financial transactions and 
strengthen the continu-
ity of banking services in 
the event of cyberattacks, 
technical failures or other 
disruptions.

New Delhi, Oct 25 (GNS):      
Congress president and 
Leader of Opposition in 
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun 
Kharge’s “Modi ka baap bhi 
jayega” remark at an event 
in Patna on Sunday drew 
an angry response from the 
BJP, with Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah accusing 
the Congress of indecency 
and saffron party chief Ni-
tin Nabin calling it a sign of 
‘ideological bankruptcy’.

Kharge made the remark 
after a man at the event re-
portedly insisted that PM 
Narendra Modi was not go-
ing anywhere. The Congress 
chief then questioned Mo-
di’s promise to bring back 
black money within the first 
100 days of his government 
and accused the PM of re-
peatedly making promises 
that remained unfulfilled.

Kharge also accused the 
BJP of “stealing votes” to cap-
ture power and alleged that 
the RSS had fuelled commu-
nalism since its inception. 
Reacting to the remark, Shah 
said Kharge had violated ba-
sic norms of public discourse 
by making an indecent com-
ment about the PM’s father. 
He accused the Congress 
of repeatedly using insult-
ing language against Modi 
and his family, recalling ear-
lier remarks about the PM’s 
mother and references to 
him as a “chaiwala”.

Shah said repeated elec-
toral defeats over the past 12 
years had left the Congress 
without a political agenda, 
with the party increasingly 
relying on personal attacks. 
He claimed that the Con-
gress had lost public support 
and was losing its stand-

ing among its own work-
ers. Nabin also condemned 
Kharge’s statement, describ-
ing it as “ideological bank-
ruptcy” and alleging that the 
Congress had abandoned the 
basic standards expected of 
political opposition. He said 
political differences should 
be expressed with dignity 
and accused Rahul Gandhi 
and the Opposition of drag-
ging deceased family mem-
bers into political speeches.

Kharge made the remarks 
while paying tribute to free-
dom fighter and former Bi-
har CM Sri Krishna Sinha 
on his 139th birth anniver-
sary in Patna. The BJP has 
announced a nationwide 
protest on Monday against 
Kharge's "indecent and of-
fensive" remarks targeting 
PM Narendra Modi.

The controversy is expect-
ed to intensify the political 
confrontation between the 
Congress and the BJP, with 
both parties trading allega-
tions over the standards of 
public discourse. While the 
BJP has demanded account-
ability for Kharge’s remarks, 
the Congress has linked the 
statement to its criticism of 
the Prime Minister’s prom-
ises and alleged electoral ir-
regularities.

The BJP’s proposed na-
tionwide protest on Monday 
is likely to bring the issue 
into sharper focus, as the two 
parties continue to clash over 
political rhetoric and public 
accountability. The episode 
has once again highlighted 
the growing acrimony be-
tween the ruling party and 
the Opposition, with calls for 
restraint and dignity in po-
litical exchanges.

VOL: 1 Issue No: 154 PUBLISHED  FROM  HYDERABAD PAGES: 4 RS.1/-MONDAY 26 OCTOBER 2026

PRGI Reg NO.TGENG/26/A3255

CM Revanth to 
Meet Fadnavis
Tummidihatti Barrage Height

PM Modi Modi Inaugurates 
RBI Data Centre in Odisha

Modi ka baap bhi jayega: 
Congress chief Kharge's 

jibe draws BJP’s ire

Justice Kaul says 2018 SC Judges’ 
press meet exposed fault lines

Jaishankar calls for zero tolerance 
against terrorism, UN reforms

New Delhi, Oct 25 (GNS):     
Describing the January 12, 
2018, press conference by 
four seniormost judges of 
the Supreme Court as “an 
earthquake”, former Su-
preme Court judge Sanjay 
Kishan Kaul has said it did 
not serve any purpose, ex-
posed fault lines in the ju-
diciary and led to “loss of 
collegiality” among judges.

“That day, the four se-
niormost puisne judges of 
the court — Justices Ranjan 
Gogoi, Jasti Chelameswar, 
Madan Lokur and Kurian 
Joseph — did the unthink-
able. They went public. 
In an extraordinary press 
conference, they openly 
criticised the Chief Jus-
tice’s use of his powers as 
‘master of the roster’ to as-
sign certain cases,” Justice 
Kaul recounted in his up-
coming memoir, “Without 
Fear or Favour”, to be pub-
lished by Juggernaut.

“It did not ultimately 
serve a purpose, except to 
bring a difference of per-
ception into the public do-

main… Though the judges 
certainly had a right to 
express their grievances, 
which I cannot say were 
entirely illegitimate, I re-
mained unconvinced as 
to the wisdom of holding 
a press conference,” read 
the manuscript available 
with The Tribune.

“But the damage was 
done. The fault lines had 
been publicly exposed. 
The whole affair marked 
something of a turning 
point. No longer could we 
expect to remain above 
the fray of energetic public 
discourse,” he wrote.

Maintaining that the CJI 

was “only the first among 
equals — nothing more 
and nothing less”, they con-
tended that the roster he 
settled was a convention for 
the disciplined transaction 
of the court’s business and 
not a recognition of any 
superior authority, legal or 
factual, over his colleagues. 
They alleged that cases of 
far-reaching consequence 
for the nation, including 
those relating to the death 
of Judge Brijgopal Harkis-
han Loya and the institu-
tion, had been assigned se-
lectively to benches of their 
preference, particularly 
Justice Arun Mishra’s court, 
without rational basis.

“The press conference 
was an earthquake. Noth-
ing quite like this had hap-
pened before in the Indian 
judiciary. In 1973, when 
Prime Minister Indira Gan-
dhi had broken the con-
vention of appointing the 
seniormost judge as the 
Chief Justice of India and 
skipped three senior judg-
es — Justices JM Shelat.

New Delhi, Oct 23 (GNS):     
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge has sharply 
questioned the Union gov-
ernment over its handling 
of relations with China, de-
manding that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi take 
Parliament and the nation 
into confidence rather than 
targeting the Opposition. In 
a strongly worded post on 
his X handle, the Congress 
chief declared, “Enough 
clean chits to China. PM 
Modi must come clean 
before India!” and posed 
three pointed questions 
covering national security, 
economic security and dip-
lomatic accountability.

On the issue of national 
security, Kharge expressed 
deep alarm over the con-
firmation by the Director 
General of the Indo-Tibet-
an Border Police of con-
tinuing face-offs with the 
People’s Liberation Army in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Recalling the earlier con-
frontations at Doklam and 
Galwan, he asked whether 

another serious confronta-
tion was unfolding. Kharge 
questioned whether India’s 
patrolling access had been 
compromised and stressed 
that Arunachal remains an 
inseparable part of India.  
He asked why the nation 
was being kept in the dark 
on such a critical matter.

Turning to economic se-
curity, the Congress presi-
dent highlighted that since 
the Galwan clash in which 
20 Indian Army personnel 
made the supreme sacrifice 
in FY 2020–21, Chinese im-
ports into India have surged 
by 102 per cent while the 
bilateral trade deficit has 

ballooned by 155 per cent to 
reach 112.16 billion dollars. 
He pointed out that even 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman has admitted 
that China continues to ob-
struct Indian exports.

Despite this, Kharge al-
leged, the government is 
easing restrictions on Chi-
nese investment and is 
considering extending Pro-
duction Linked Incentive 
benefits to eligible China-
linked ventures. 

On diplomatic account-
ability, Kharge listed the 
extensive high-level en-
gagements held with Chi-
na, including at least 23 
reported meetings and in-
teractions between Prime 
Minister Modi and Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, 25 rounds 
of Special Representatives’ 
talks involving National 
Security Advisor Ajit Doval, 
36 meetings of the working 
mechanism for consulta-
tion and coordination, and 
successive summits of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation and BRICS.

3 MPs booked for trespass 
at Jamia Millia Islamia

Indian army heads to Indonesia 
for exercise garuda shakti

Op trident busts international Narco-Cartel 
in northeast, 18 arrested: Amit Shah

New Delhi, Oct 25 (GNS):    
The Delhi Police have reg-
istered an FIR against three 
MPs following a complaint 
by Jamia Millia Islamia’s ad-
ministration alleging tres-
passing on the university 
campus and inciting unrest 
during a student agitation 
demanding the restoration 
of the student union polls, 
police sources said.

The administration has 
alleged that Congress MP 
Imran Masood and Imran 
Pratapgarhi forcefully en-
tered the campus and met 
the protesters

In a social media post, 
the Students’ Federation 
of India (SFI) alleged that 
hundreds of police person-
nel detained students out-
side Gate 7, describing the 
action as a crackdown on 
students.

The agitation centres on 
the demand for the resto-
ration of the Jamia Millia 
Islamia Students’ Union 
(JMISU), whose elections 
have not been held since 

2006. Four students have 
been on a hunger strike for 
the past 13 days as part of 
the protest.

Police have begun an in-
vestigation into the com-
plaint and are examining the 
circumstances surrounding 
the alleged entry of the MPs 
into the university campus. 
The allegations relate to 
their interaction with stu-
dents participating in the 
agitation for the restoration 
of student union elections.

The SFI has criticised 
the police action, alleging 
that hundreds of personnel 
detained students outside 
Gate 7. The organisation 
described the detentions as 
a crackdown on the student 
protest and called attention 
to the students’ demand for 
democratic representation 
on campus.

The demand for restor-
ing the Jamia Millia Islamia 
Students’ Union elections 
has remained unresolved 
for nearly two decades, with 
polls not held since 2006. 

New Delhi, Oct 25 (GNS):     
The Indian Army contin-
gent, comprising Special 
Forces personnel, depart-
ed on Sunday for Indone-
sia’s Banyuwangi to partic-
ipate in the 12th edition of 
‘Exercise Garuda Shakti’.

The exercise will en-
hance interoperabil-
ity between the armies of 
two nations through the 
exchange of tactics, tech-
niques, and procedures 
for special operations 
in jungle terrain under 
counter-insurgency and 
counter-terrorism scenar-
ios, according to an Indian 
Army statement.

In a post on X, the In-
dian Army’s Additional 
Directorate General of 
Public Information said: 
“The Indian Army con-
tingent comprising of 
Special Forces personnel, 
departed for Banyuwangi, 
Indonesia, to participate 
in the 12th edition of Ex-
ercise Garuda Shakti. The 
bilateral exercise will en-

hance interoperability 
through the exchange of 
tactics, techniques and 
procedures for special op-
erations in jungle terrain 
under counter-insurgency 
and counter-terrorism 
scenarios.” 

Indian Coast Guard 
Ship (ICGS) Shaunak was 
on a goodwill visit to Ja-
karta from October 17-19, 
strengthening coopera-
tion between India and 
Indonesia, the Indian 
Coast Guard (ICG) stated. 
Its port call to Jakarta in-
cluded productive profes-
sional interactions and 
mutual exchanges aimed 
at bolstering bilateral 
maritime cooperation and 
enhancing regional mari-
time security.

“Indian Coast Guard 
Ship (ICGS) Shaunak un-
dertook a goodwill visit to 
Jakarta, Indonesia, from 
17–19 Oct 2026, reinforc-
ing the strong maritime 
friendship between India 
and Indonesia. 

New Delhi, Oct 25 (GNS):      
Anti-narcotics agencies 
conducted coordinated 
operations across Assam, 
Mizoram and Manipur un-
der ‘Operation Trident’, dis-
mantling an international 
narco-cartel and arresting 
18 people, the Central gov-
ernment announced on 
Sunday. Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah announced 
the success of the operation 
in a post on X, describing 
it as another major action 
against drug trafficking.

“Modi Govt deals an-
other lethal blow against 
drugs with Operation Tri-
dent,” he said. “Our agen-
cies launched a barrage of 
simultaneous crackdowns 
across 38 locations in As-
sam, Mizoram and Manipur 
on 23 October, smashing an 
international narco-cartel,” 
HM Shah said, highlighting 
the scale of the coordinat-
ed crackdown carried out 
by the agencies across the 
three northeastern states.

According to the Home 

Minister, the operation ex-
posed hawala transactions 
worth Rs 100 crore and re-
sulted in the freezing of 
1,424 bank accounts.

Authorities also attached 
properties valued at Rs 17.82 
crore, seized 500 detonators 
and Rs 12 lakh in cash, and 
arrested 18 people in con-
nection with the operation.

“The network trafficked 
narcotics across the borders 
of India, Myanmar and Ban-
gladesh through the Death 
Triangle Corridor. The of-
fensive attests to India’s Hi-
malayan resolve to realise 

the mission of eradicating 
every drug network by 31 
December 2029. India will 
hammer until the last nail is 
driven into the coffin of drug 
cartels,” he said. “Heartiest 
congratulations to the anti-
narcotics team comprising 
central agencies and police 
forces of the three states,” 
the Home Minister added, 
congratulating the person-
nel involved in the coor-
dinated operation. Earlier 
on October 21, speaking at 
Police Commemoration 
Day in New Delhi, HM Shah 
announced that the Union 

Home Ministry has decided 
that during the remain-
ing part of 2026, as well as 
in 2027, 2028 and 2029, a 
united fight will be waged 
against drugs over the next 
three-and-a-half years, and 
the country will be free from 
the drug problem by De-
cember 31, 2029.

“This is a very important 
goal for us, even more im-
portant than tackling the 
three hotspots. The drug 
problem hollows out our fu-
ture generations, places an 
undue burden on our econ-
omy and provides financial 
support to organisations en-
gaged in anti-national activ-
ities,” HM Shah said. “Today, 
I want to call upon police 
forces across the country 
to wholeheartedly work to-
wards achieving the goal of 
a drug-free India, following 
the roadmap we have pre-
pared and the target set by 
our respected Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, so that 
we can protect our future 
generations,” he added.
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In a landmark move that underscores the visionary leadership of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, the GST Council has rolled out sweeping reforms under what is being 
hailed as GST 2.0. These changes, effective from September 22, 2025, simplify the tax 

structure to just two primary slabs – 5% and 18% while introducing zero percent tax on 
essential items and a 40% rate on select luxury goods. This overhaul is not merely a fis-
cal adjustment; it is a strategic masterstroke designed to boost domestic consumption, 
invigorate economic growth, and provide much-needed relief to the common Indian 
citizen amid global uncertainties.

Under Prime Minister Modi’s stewardship, the BJP commands a strong position in 
Parliament to drive these transformative policies. With 240 seats in the Lok Sabha alone, 
as secured in the 2024 general elections, the party, along with its NDA allies, holds a 
commanding majority to pass legislation swiftly and effectively. This parliamentary 
strength has enabled the seamless implementation of GST 2.0, reflecting the trust re-
posed in Modi’s leadership by the Indian electorate.

At the heart of these reforms is a commitment to making life easier for millions of 
Indians. By rationalizing tax rates, the government aims to reduce the cost of living, 
stimulate manufacturing, and foster a more inclusive economy. Daily essentials such 
as hair oil, soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, bicycles, and kitchenware will 
now attract only 5% GST, down from higher slabs previously. Small cars, which were 
burdened with a 28% tax, will see a reduction to 18%, making them more affordable for 
middle-class families.

Even more significantly, a host of items will become entirely tax-free, including 
life-saving drugs, individual health insurance policies, and several school stationery 
products. Notebooks, pencils, erasers, maps, and even geometry and colour boxes 
previously taxed at 12% or higher will now be available at zero percent GST, directly 
benefiting students and parents across the nation. This reduction from as high as 28% 
on certain items to zero percent on many everyday necessities exemplifies the BJP-led 
government’s people-centric approach, ensuring that education and basic needs are 
not luxuries but rights accessible to all.

These reforms come at a pivotal time when the global trade landscape is fraught 
with challenges, particularly from the aggressive tariff policies of US President Donald 
Trump. Trump’s imposition of up to 50% tariffs on Indian exports, ostensibly as retali-
ation for India’s continued purchase of Russian oil, threatens to disrupt supply chains 
and impact sectors like textiles, jewelry, and apparel, which could potentially shave off 
0.8% of India’s GDP if prolonged.

However, GST 2.0 serves as a robust countermeasure. By slashing taxes on domestic 
goods, these reforms encourage local consumption and manufacturing, reducing reli-
ance on exports vulnerable to such tariffs. This shift bolsters the ‘Make in India’ initia-
tive, making Indian products more competitive at home and potentially in alternative 
global markets. As domestic demand surges due to lower prices, it cushions the blow 
from external shocks, ensuring that India’s economic engine keeps humming without 
significant disruptions.

Importantly, these changes will not adversely affect India’s GDP; in fact, they are 
poised to enhance it. The simplified tax structure is expected to improve compliance, 
widen the tax base, and spur consumer spending, leading to higher economic activ-
ity overall. Projections indicate that the focus on affordability for essentials will drive 
growth in key sectors without inflationary pressures, maintaining fiscal stability. The 
BJP government, with its proven track record, knows precisely how to navigate such 
situations-balancing bold reforms with prudent economic management. I must take 
a moment to appreciate Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman for her instrumental 
role in architecting these reforms. Her meticulous planning and unwavering dedica-
tion have made goods cheaper for Indian consumers, alleviating financial burdens on 
households and small businesses alike. Sitharaman’s leadership in the GST Council has 
turned complex taxation into a tool for empowerment, ensuring that the benefits trickle 
down to the last mile. As India goes global, these reforms align perfectly with our ambi-
tions. While countering protectionist measures like Trump’s tariffs, the BJP government 
is fortifying the ‘Make in India’ program, particularly in the defence sector. Investments 
in indigenous manufacturing of defence equipment not only reduce import dependen-
cies but also position India as a reliable exporter in a multipolar world. This dual strat-
egy of domestic resilience and global outreach is strengthening our economy, creating 
jobs, and enhancing national security.

In a commendable move by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, the Union Budget 2025-26 had also introduced several duty 
reductions and GST reforms that make essential items more affordable, acting as a true 
Diwali bonanza for poor and middle-class families. Consumer durables and building 
materials now attract reduced GST easing the financial burden on middle-class house-
holds and enabling more festive spending on home improvements and appliances. On 
the flip side, the budget wisely increased costs on luxury and non-essential items to 
curb extravagant spending and encourage responsible consumption, while ensuring 
the nation’s economic equilibrium remains intact. This strategic approach balances 
GDP growth-projected at 6.3-6.8% for FY 2025-26-by stimulating demand in essential 
sectors like agriculture, MSMEs, and manufacturing through lower input costs and tax 
reliefs up to ?12.75 lakh income slab, fostering employment and domestic production. 
Revenue remains safeguarded as simplified GST structures enhance compliance and 
expand the tax base, with higher collections expected to offset any forgone direct taxes, 
supported by a robust CAGR of 18% in recent GST inflows and targeted cess on select 
items. The GST 2.0 is a testament to the BJP’s commitment to ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’ 
kind of development for all. As Prime Minister Narendra Modi aptly said, “Reforms are 
not just about changing policies; they are about transforming lives.” Under his dynamic 
guidance, India is not just weathering storms but emerging stronger, ready to lead on 
the world stage.

The GST reforms are also expected to provide a significant boost to micro, small and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs), which form the backbone of India’s economy. A sim-
plified tax regime can reduce compliance burdens, improve cash flow and help small 
businesses expand their operations. Lower taxes on essential goods and selected manu-
facturing inputs could also encourage entrepreneurs to invest in production, create 
employment opportunities and strengthen local supply chains. This will further support 
the government’s objective of building a self-reliant economy.

Another important aspect of GST 2.0 is its potential to strengthen consumer confi-
dence and increase purchasing power. When households spend less on essential goods, 
they may have more disposable income for healthcare, education, housing and other 
necessities. Increased consumption can create a positive cycle in which businesses 
experience higher demand, manufacturers increase output and employment oppor-
tunities expand. The extent of these benefits, however, will depend on how effectively 
tax reductions are passed on to consumers through lower retail prices. The reforms also 
highlight the importance of maintaining a balance between economic growth and fiscal 
discipline. While lower tax rates may initially reduce revenue from certain categories, 
improved compliance, a broader tax base and increased economic activity could help 
offset some of the impact over time. Transparent tax administration, timely refunds and 
continued cooperation between the Centre and state governments will remain essential 
to ensuring that the new structure delivers sustainable benefits. Regular monitoring of 
revenue collections and price movements will help policymakers address any emerging 
challenges.

Ultimately, GST 2.0 represents an opportunity to strengthen India’s domestic eco-
nomic foundations while expanding its global ambitions. By combining tax simplifica-
tion with support for manufacturing, small businesses and household consumption, 
the reforms can complement initiatives such as Make in India and Atmanirbhar Bharat. 
As India navigates international trade uncertainties and changing supply chains, a 
competitive domestic market and a resilient manufacturing sector will be crucial. The 
long-term success of these measures will depend on effective implementation, fair 
competition and ensuring that the benefits of economic growth reach consumers, 
workers, farmers and businesses across the country.

Trump’s 50% Tariffs Threaten 
India’s Exports and GDPDave Lee, Bloomberg

Something close to the 
best-case scenario 
emerged for Google 

on Tuesday when a federal 
judge outlined its pun-
ishments for running an 
illegal search monopoly. 
The company will not be 
forced to sell its Chrome 
browser or Android 
operating system. There 
will be no hampering of 
its artificial-intelligence 
efforts. It can even still 
shovel billions of dollars a 
year to Apple Inc. to help 
attract search traffic from 
iPhone users if it wants.

The ruling confirmed 
the fears of those who felt 
these antitrust proceed-
ings, groundbreaking as 
they were, simply came 
too late. Judge Amit 
Mehta's remedies are an 
attempt to level a playing 
field in a game that ended 
long ago. They force the 
Alphabet Inc. unit to re-
frain from certain exclusiv-
ity deals and requirements 
for preferential app place-
ment among its device 
partners. Google must also 
make available limited 
search data to competi-
tors. Sure, if competitors 
can use this newly avail-
able search data to their 
advantage, it might mean 
a single-digit percentage 
hit to Google's market 
share, but the status quo 
will remain pretty much 
just that. 

Knowing this was a likely 
outcome, the Department 
of Justice had hoped that 
Judge Mehta might take a 
broad view of his powers 
to use the remedies to 
hamper Google's future 
endeavors in AI. The gov-
ernment's argument was 
that Google's positioning 
in the AI market, where its 
Gemini bot competes with 
ChatGPT and others, was 
made possible only with 
the fruits of its monopolis-
tic behavior in search. 

This proposition put the 

judge in an uncomfortable 
position. "Unlike the typi-
cal case where the court's 
job is to resolve a dispute 
based on historic facts," 
he wrote, "here the court is 
asked to gaze into a crystal 
ball and look to the future. 
Not exactly a judge's 
forte." Further complicat-
ing matters was the fact 
that the AI space is fiercely 
competitive and, if any-
thing, Google is perceived 
as struggling somewhat. 
Restraining the company's 
ability to compete in the 
space risked reducing 
competition, not the other 
way around.

The judge's concern fol-
lowed a pattern. In 2023, 
the Federal Trade Com-
mission failed to block Mi-
crosoft Corp.'s deal to buy 
the video game company 
Activision Blizzard Inc. in 
part because it failed to 
convince a judge to base 
her ruling on competition 
concerns in a market - 
cloud-based gaming - that 
was still nascent. An ear-
lier case seeking to block 
Meta Platforms Inc.'s pur-
chase of a virtual-reality 

fitness company fell at a 
similar hurdle.

This case emphasizes, 
yet again, that antitrust 
laws were not designed to 
work at the speed of tech. 
Judge Mehta noted that 
nobody even mentioned 
generative AI during the 
initial trial. It was only in 
the remedy phase, after 
the launch of ChatGPT, 
that the emerging tech was 
talked about as the single 
biggest threat to Google's 
business. 

Google still has antitrust 
concerns on its plate. A 
separate case could result 
in a partial dismantling 
of its lucrative advertis-
ing tech platform, a move 
that would, unlike being 
forced to sell of Chrome 
or Android, make some 
logical sense. Elsewhere, 
the European Union is 
preparing a fine for similar 
ad tech concerns, though 
on Monday regulators 
backed out of their own 
deadline for announc-
ing it over fears it would 
upset President Donald 
Trump and hamper trade 
talks. But this case, with 

its threats to split up 
significant components 
of Google's business, was 
seen as potentially the 
most damaging. Even 
had the judge had been 
bolder and ventured into 
harsher penalties with the 
future AI market in mind, 
Google's legal appeal 
would have been immedi-
ate and strong - dragging 
this futile case out for even 
longer than the five years 
it has clocked up already. 
Instead, Alphabet stock 
hit a record in after-hours 
training as investors 
celebrated the outcome 
of a case that, technically, 
Google lost.

The ruling is likely to 
intensify the debate over 
whether existing anti-
trust laws are sufficient 
to regulate technology 
giants whose influence 
extends across multiple 
digital markets. While 
restrictions on exclusive 
agreements may create 
additional opportunities 
for rival search engines, 
competitors will still face 
the enormous challenge 
of matching Google's 

scale, brand recognition 
and established relation-
ships with device manu-
facturers. Access to limit-
ed search data could help 
challengers improve their 
services, but its effective-
ness will depend on the 
quality of the information 
provided and the ability 
of competitors to turn it 
into commercially viable 
products.

For Google, the decision 
provides considerable stra-
tegic flexibility at a time 
when artificial intelligence 
is reshaping the technol-
ogy industry. The company 
can continue integrating 
its Gemini AI models into 
its products, invest in 
infrastructure and develop 
new search experiences 
without the additional re-
strictions sought by the US 
government. This freedom 
could prove particularly 
important as technology 
companies compete to 
become the primary 
gateway through which 
users access information, 
conduct online searches 
and interact with digital 
assistants.

By Tuhin A. Sinha

The Great Nicobar 
Project, a vision-
ary endeavour of 

the Modi government, is 
poised to transform the 
Great Nicobar Island into 
a strategic and economic 
hub, reinforcing India's 
stature in the Indo-Pacific. 
This Rs 75,000-crore 
mega-infrastructure 
initiative, a cornerstone 
of the Act East Policy, har-
nesses the island's unique 
geostrategic location to 
drive national security, 
economic prosperity, and 
regional connectivity. 
While the project prom-
ises immense benefits, 
the Modi government has 
also prioritised environ-
mental sustainability and 
the welfare of indigenous 
tribal communities. In 
contrast, the Congress 
party's opposition to this 
transformative initiative 
reflects a historical pattern 
of resisting progress, lack-
ing the foresight to cham-
pion bold gamechanger 
projects. 

The Great Nicobar Proj-
ect is a multifaceted plan 
designed to capitalise on 
the island's proximity to 
the Malacca Strait, a criti-
cal artery for global trade. 
Its key components - an 
International Container 
Transshipment Terminal 
(ICTT), a greenfield inter-
national airport, a modern 
township, and a 450 MVA 
gas and solar-based power 
plant - promise to reshape 
India's maritime and 
economic landscape. The 
Great Nicobar's location, 
just 150 km from Indone-
sia, places it at the cross-
roads of vital sea lanes. 
The ICTT at Galathea Bay, 
capable of handling 16 
million TEUs, will position 
India as a major transship-
ment hub, reducing de-
pendence on foreign ports 
such as Colombo and 
Singapore. This strength-
ens India's maritime 
influence, complementing 

the Indian Navy's INS Baaz 
airbase to enhance surveil-
lance and counter regional 
geopolitical challenges, 
particularly China's 
expanding presence in the 
Indian Ocean. By securing 
control over these critical 
routes, the project bolsters 
India's role as a net secu-
rity provider, safeguard-
ing national interests and 
global trade flows.

The ICTT will transform 
the Great Nicobar into 
a global shipping hub, 
slashing logistics costs for 
Indian trade and saving 
foreign exchange. The 
greenfield international 
airport, designed to handle 
4,000 passengers per hour 
by 2050, will serve both 
civilian and defense needs, 
connecting the island to 
mainland India and South-
east Asia. The planned 
township, accommodating 
3-4 lakh people, will foster 
economic activity through 
residential, commercial, 
and institutional develop-
ments. Aligned with the 
Act East Policy, the project 
will deepen trade and in-
vestment ties with ASEAN 
nations, positioning the 
Great Nicobar as a gateway 

for regional commerce and 
enhancing India's eco-
nomic competitiveness.

Moreover, the Great 
Nicobar's pristine beach-
es, lush rainforests, and 
rich biodiversity make it a 
prime destination for eco-
tourism. The project envi-
sions infrastructure for 
activities like river cruises, 
kayaking, and bird watch-
ing, drawing visitors while 
preserving the island's 
natural allure. Enhanced 
connectivity via the airport 
and port will boost local 
businesses, creating jobs 
and economic opportuni-
ties for residents. Man-
aged by the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands Integrated 
Development Corporation 
(ANIIDCO), the project 
ensures that economic 
benefits reach local com-
munities, transforming the 
region into a vibrant hub 
for tourism and trade.

As part of the Holistic 
Development of Islands 
programme, the Great 
Nicobar Project inte-
grates the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands into 
India's strategic and 
economic framework. By 
establishing the island 

as a maritime and tour-
ism hub, it strengthens 
north-south connectivity, 
fostering closer ties with 
Indo-Pacific nations. This 
aligns with India's ambi-
tion to lead in the region, 
countering geopolitical 
challenges while promot-
ing economic cooperation. 
With a 30-year phased 
implementation, the 
project reflects a forward-
looking commitment to 
sustainable growth and 
regional influence. The 
Modi government recog-
nises the ecological and 
cultural significance of the 
Great Nicobar, home to 
unique biodiversity and 
indigenous tribes like the 
Nicobarese and Shompen. 
While critics highlight risks 
of deforestation and tribal 
displacement, the govern-
ment has implemented 
robust measures to ensure 
sustainable development 
and protect these commu-
nities. The project se-
cured environmental and 
forest clearances in 2022, 
with strict conditions to 
minimise ecological harm. 
Compensatory afforesta-
tion programs will offset 
tree felling, preserving the 

island's biodiversity-rich 
rainforests. The govern-
ment has prioritised 
protecting critical habitats, 
avoiding turtle nesting 
sites and coral reefs to 
safeguard species like 
leatherback sea turtles, 
dugongs, and Nicobar 
macaques. 

The adoption of gas and 
solar-based power plants 
underscores a commit-
ment to cleaner energy, 
reducing the project's 
environmental footprint. 
Collaboration with insti-
tutions like the Wildlife 
Institute of India ensures 
rigorous biodiversity mon-
itoring, while adherence to 
Coastal Regulation Zone 
norms reinforces eco-
logical accountability. The 
welfare of the Nicobarese 
and Shompen, including 
the particularly vulnerable 
Shompen living in volun-
tary isolation, is central to 
the project's planning. The 
government has engaged 
with the Tribal Council of 
Little and Great Nicobar 
Islands to address land use 
concerns, resolving tribal 
rights under the Forest 
Rights Act to facilitate sus-
tainable development. 

Why The Great Nicobar Project Is An Ambitious Leap

Why Google's antitrust loss feels a lot like a win
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Govt. to help industry expand markets, strengthen 
supply chains and build resilience: Piyush Goyal

Centre orders insurers to pass 
GST benefi ts to policyholders

New Delhi, Oct 25 (GNS):  The 
automobile retail sector is the 
interface between consumers 
and the industry, responsible 
for ethical marketing, pro-
viding good quality service, 
fair financing and insurance 
terms, and smooth registra-
tion processes stated Union 
Minister of Commerce and 
Industry, Shri Piyush Goyal, 
at the inauguration of FADA's 
7th Auto Retail Conclave and 
4th Finance & Insurance 
Summit today. The Minister, 
the sector acts as a bridge 
between customers and au-
tomobile companies, and the 
credibility of the companies 
depends on how dealers op-
erate and serve consumers. 
He said that with automo-
biles becoming more afford-
able, the benefits of the GST 
reductions will be passed on 
to consumers from 22 Sep-
tember.

Goyal underlined the criti-
cal importance of after-sales 
service, availability of spare 
parts, and continued sup-
port for customers, even in 
situations where companies 
decide to discontinue spe-
cific models or exit the In-
dian market entirely. He ob-
served that there have been 
cases where companies set 
up operations in India, only 
to wind up and leave after 

some time, creating chal-
lenges for customers who 
had purchased their prod-
ucts. In such instances, the 
responsibility often falls on 
dealers to address consumer 
concerns. To prevent dis-
ruption and protect buyers, 
he suggested the creation of 
a framework or charter that 
would require all companies 
operating in India to commit 
to maintaining a local pres-
ence and providing after-
sales support for a defined 
period before they are per-
mitted to close operations. 
This, he emphasized, would 
ensure that customers are 
not left stranded and that 
the credibility and trustwor-
thiness of the automobile 
sector are maintained.

He observed that India 
is negotiating Free Trade 
Agreements with several 
developed countries and 
attracting significant invest-
ment from global compa-
nies because of the size of 
the Indian market. While 
supporting domestic indus-
try and manufacturers, he 
said there must also be fair 
competition, as competition 
improves efficiency, prod-
uct quality, and consumer 
choice. He explained that 
growth in manufacturing 
will come when global com-

panies test their products in 
the Indian market, leading 
to larger investments. The 
aim, he said, is to expand 
markets, strengthen supply 
chains, and build resilience, 
while ensuring domestic 
manufacturing remains 
strongly supported.

The Minister noted that 
the Government of India has 
undertaken significant and 
serious efforts to make it 
easier to do business in the 
country. This includes re-
ducing unnecessary harass-
ment, streamlining multiple 
government procedures, 
simplifying compliance re-
quirements, and minimiz-
ing bureaucratic processes 
that can create obstacles for 
the sector. He invited indus-
try stakeholders to compile 
and submit suggestions at 
the central, state, and local 
levels on how business op-
erations could be further fa-
cilitated. These suggestions 
could relate to reducing 
compliance burdens, sim-
plifying existing laws such 
as the Motor Vehicles Act, or 
decriminalising minor of-
fences that currently create 
hurdles for companies. Shri 
Goyal assured the sector 
that all recommendations 
would be carefully reviewed 
and taken up with the rel-

evant authorities across 
government, with the aim of 
creating a smoother, more 
efficient, and more support-
ive business environment 
for the automobile industry.

Goyal also stressed the 
need to strengthen consum-
er confidence in automobile 
dealerships through greater 
transparency and account-
ability. He said dealers must 
ensure that customers re-
ceive accurate information 
about vehicle features, pric-
ing, warranties, financing 
options and insurance cov-
erage. Transparent business 
practices would help pre-
vent disputes, improve cus-
tomer satisfaction and build 
long-term relationships be-
tween buyers, dealers and 
manufacturers. He urged 
industry representatives to 
maintain high professional 
standards and place con-
sumer interests at the centre 
of their business operations.

Highlighting the changing 
dynamics of the automobile 
market, the Minister said 
that affordability would play 
a crucial role in expanding 
vehicle ownership across 
the country. The reduction 
in GST rates, effective Sep-
tember 22, 2025, is expected 
to provide relief to prospec-
tive buyers and encourage 

demand across various ve-
hicle segments. He empha-
sised that manufacturers 
and dealerships should en-
sure that the benefits of tax 
reductions are passed on to 
consumers, helping improve 
purchasing power and sup-
porting growth in automo-
bile sales.

He further pointed out 
that the automobile retail 
ecosystem has significant 
potential to generate em-
ployment, particularly for 
young people. Dealerships, 
service centres, finance 
companies and insurance 
providers offer opportuni-
ties in sales, customer re-
lations, technical mainte-
nance and administrative 
services. As the industry 
adopts digital technologies 
and modern service prac-
tices, the workforce will also 
need appropriate training 
and new skills. Closer co-
operation between industry 
stakeholders and training 
institutions can help de-
velop a skilled workforce ca-
pable of meeting the sector's 
evolving requirements.

The Minister encouraged 
automobile dealers and fi-
nancial institutions to work 
together to make vehicle 
financing more accessible 
and transparent. 

New Delhi, Oct 25 (GNS):   
The government has di-
rected insurance compa-
nies to proactively under-
take outreach campaigns 
to publicise GST reforms 
and pass on the benefits to 
policyholders.  M. Naga-
raju, Secretary, Depart-
ment of Financial Services 
(DFS), chaired a meeting 
with senior officials of DFS, 
IRDAI, CMDs of public sec-
tor insurance companies 
and CEOs of leading private 
sector life and non-life in-
surance companies and of-
ficials from Life Insurance 
Council and General Insur-
ance Council here.

The secretary highlighted 
prospective positive impact 
of the GST reforms in mak-
ing insurance more afford-
able and accessible for the 
common man. The mea-
sure is expected to make 
insurance more accessible 
and cost-effective, thereby 
strengthening financial se-
curity and enhancing in-
surance penetration across 
the country, according to 
a Finance Ministry state-
ment. The meeting was 
held in pursuance of the 
exemption of GST on all 
individual life and health 
insurance policies as ap-
proved by the GST council 

in its 56th meeting. During 
the meeting, the Secretary 
emphasised the impor-
tance of ensuring that the 
benefits of the tax reduc-
tion are fully passed on to 
both existing and prospec-
tive policyholders. The GST 
rationalisation on life and 
health insurance premiums 
will significantly improve 
affordability, strengthen 
penetration and provide 
a boost to consumption 
ahead of the festive season. 
Health and life insurance, 
which earlier attracted 18 
per cent GST, have now 
been moved to the nil tax 
category. According to a re-
port by rating agency ICRA, 
policyholders will benefit 
from lower premiums.

In general insurance, the 
retail health segment which 
accounted for 16 per cent of 
the industry’s gross direct 
premium income (GDPI) 
in FY25, will see premiums 
come down, though profit-
ability of standalone health 
insurers may be under 
pressure if the full benefit is 
passed on. 

The Secretary urged in-
surance companies to 
strengthen coordination 
with distributors, agents, 
banks and digital platforms 
to ensure that policyholders 

are clearly informed about 
the revised tax structure. 
He stressed that awareness 
campaigns should explain 
how the GST exemption 
affects premiums and the 
overall cost of insurance. 
Companies were also en-
couraged to address cus-
tomer queries promptly and 
maintain transparency in 
policy-related communica-
tion, ensuring that the ben-
efits reach people across ur-
ban and rural areas.

The exemption is ex-
pected to encourage more 
individuals and families to 
purchase life and health in-
surance, particularly those 
who have remained outside 
the formal insurance net-
work because of affordabil-
ity concerns. Lower premi-
ums could help households 
manage medical expenses 
and financial uncertainties 
more effectively. The initia-
tive also aligns with the gov-
ernment's broader objec-
tive of expanding insurance 
coverage and strengthening 
financial protection for vul-
nerable sections of society.

Industry representatives 
are expected to monitor the 
impact of the GST exemp-
tion on new policy sales, 
renewals and overall insur-
ance penetration. 

After GST rate cut, govt 
waives mandatory 

re-labelling of medicines

India's tyre industry expected to grow 
12 times to Rs 1.30 lakh cr by 2047

India tops Asia Pacific in AI adoption 
with 56 pc of city adults using Gen AI

New Delhi, Oct 25 (GNS):    
In a major relief for the 
pharma sector, the govern-
ment has dismissed the 
mandatory rule for drug 
manufacturers to recall, or 
re-label medicines already 
released in the market be-
fore September 22, the De-
partment of Pharmaceuti-
cals said.  This follows the 
latest revision in Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) rates 
early this month by the GST 
Council, which reduced the 
GST on medical devices to 
5 per cent from 12 per cent.

The National Pharma-
ceutical Pricing Authority 
(NPPA), in an Office Memo-
randum, clarified that com-
panies can instead comply 
by ensuring revised pricing 
is reflected at the retailer 
level. “All manufacturers/ 
marketing companies sell-
ing drugs/ formulations 
shall revise the Maximum 
Retail Price (MRP) of drugs/
formulations (includ-
ing medical devices). The 
manufacturers/ marketing 
companies shall issue a re-
vised price list or supple-

mentary price list to deal-
ers and retailers for display 
to consumers, and to State 
Drug Controllers and the 
Government, reflecting the 
revised GST rates and re-
vised MRP,” the NPPA said.

“Recalling, re-labelling, 
or re-stickering on the la-
bel of a container or pack 
of stocks released in the 
market prior to September 
22, 2025, is not mandatory, 
if manufacturer/ market-
ing companies are able to 
ensure price compliance 
at the retailer level,” ac-
cording to the FAQs issued 
by the Finance Ministry. 
The pharmaceutical indus-
try had earlier expressed 
concerns over the practi-
cal challenges and costs of 
recalling and re-labelling 
medicines already in cir-
culation. The new deci-
sion to permit revised price 
lists instead is expected to 
reduce disruptions in the 
supply chain, ensuring that 
patients do not face short-
ages of essential medicines 
due to technical labelling 
requirements.

New Delhi, Oct 25 (GNS):   
Due to a resilient original 
equipment manufacturer 
(OEM) base, acceleration 
in vehicle exports, and re-
placement demand, India's 
tyre industry revenue is ex-
pected to grow 12 times to 
Rs 1.30 lakh crore by 2047, 
a report said on Tuesday.   
The industry's production 
volume would expand ap-
proximately 4 times during 
the period.

"The sharp rise in rev-
enue growth is attributed to 
a change in the tyre indus-
try’s revenue mix, premi-
umization, increase in raw 
material prices, growing 
share of exports, electrifi-
cation and servitisation," a 
joint report by the Automo-
tive Tyre Manufacturers As-
sociation (ATMA) and PwC 
India said.

India’s journey towards 
Viksit Bharat 2047 presents 
a huge opportunity for the 
tyre industry, not only to 
meet the aspirations of its 
domestic customer base but 
also to exponentially scale 
up tyre exports, especially 
in the commercial vehicle 
and passenger vehicle seg-

ments across key markets 
like the US and EU, said Ka-
van Mukhtyar, Partner and 
Leader – Automotive, PwC 
India. "Emerging consumer 
trends and mobility shifts, 
a dynamic global business 
environment, and sustain-
ability imperatives pres-
ent a unique opportunity 
for the Indian tyre indus-
try to transform itself and 
drive sustainable growth 
through 2047," he added. 
According to the report, 
robust passenger vehicle 
(PV) and two-wheeler (2W) 
sales led by improving per 
capita income, rising com-
mercial vehicle CV sales 
led by strong infrastructure 
spending and consumption 
demand are expected to 
drive OEM tyre demand.

Increased people mobil-
ity and freight availability 
are expected to support re-
placement tyre demand.

Additionally, adopting 
export-centric growth strat-
egies supported by market 
and use case-specific in-
novations, improved mar-
ket access through newer 
free trade agreements., im-
proved cost competitive-

ness and brand positioning, 
especially in PV and CV tyre 
segments, will be among 
the key factors aiding the 
acceleration of exports.

Ensuring sustained and 
cost-competitive avail-
ability of natural rubber, 
a dynamic regulatory en-
vironment, and non-tariff 
barriers will be among 
the key challenges for the 
growth of exports.

"The Indian Tyre Indus-
try stands at the cusp of a 
transformational journey, 
driven by rapid economic 
growth, evolving mobility 
trends, and an expanding 
global footprint," said Arun 
Mammen, Chairman, Auto-
motive Tyre Manufacturers’ 
Association (ATMA).

"This growth will be fu-
eled by a shift towards pre-
miumisation, sustainabil-
ity-led innovation, and a 
strong focus on technology 
and exports. As we move to-
wards ‘Viksit Bharat 2047,’ 
the Tyre Industry is poised 
to play a pivotal role in en-
abling India’s automotive 
ambitions to build a resil-
ient and future-ready sec-
tor," he added.

New Delhi, Oct 25 (GNS):   
India has emerged as the 
leader in artificial intelli-
gence (AI) adoption across 
the Asia Pacific region, with 
more than half of metro 
adults actively using genera-
tive AI this year, a new report 
said. The data compiled by 
Forrester highlights that 56 
per cent of Indians living in 
cities are using generative AI 
tools in 2025, up from 44 per 
cent in 2024, making India 
the frontrunner in the re-
gion. The report shows that 
Indian consumers are not 
only quick to adopt AI but 
also have the highest levels 
of AI knowledge globally.

Around 63 per cent of 
Indian adults say they un-
derstand AI well, compared 
to just 18 per cent in Aus-
tralia and 26 per cent in 
Singapore. Only 5 per cent 
of Indians said they did not 
understand AI, the low-
est percentage worldwide. 
Among different age groups, 
millennials stand out as the 
most knowledgeable, with 
nearly 69 per cent show-
ing strong AI understand-
ing. However, the research 
also reveals a trust paradox. 

While 45 per cent of Indians 
see AI as a serious threat to 
society, 66 per cent of those 
who are knowledgeable 
about AI also trust the in-
formation it provides. This 
reflects how greater aware-
ness of AI brings both cau-
tion and confidence. For ex-
ample, 64 per cent of Indian 
consumers trust AI-pow-
ered language translation 
services, much higher than 
in Australia (27 per cent) or 
Singapore (38 per cent).

When it comes to manag-
ing AI risks, Indians place 
the most confidence in 
long-established companies 
and big tech firms, with 58 
per cent trusting these play-
ers. Highly regulated insti-
tutions such as banks also 
enjoy significant trust. This 
trust level is much higher 
than in Australia and Sin-
gapore, where private com-
panies typically inspire less 
confidence. “India’s AI land-
scape presents a remarkable 
combination of high adop-
tion, sophisticated under-
standing, and pragmatic 
scepticism,” said Vasupra-
dha Srinivasan, principal 
analyst at Forrester. “Indian 

consumers are discerning 
users who understand both 
AI’s potential and its risks. 
This creates an environ-
ment where transparency, 
security, and credibility be-
come competitive strengths 
for enterprises,” Srinivasan 
added.

The report also points 
to growing opportunities 
for businesses to integrate 
AI into customer service, 
education, healthcare, fi-
nancial services and digital 
communication. With a ris-
ing number of consumers 
familiar with generative AI, 
companies can use these 
technologies to improve 
efficiency, personalise ser-
vices and simplify everyday 
tasks. However, the findings 
underline the importance 
of protecting personal data, 
ensuring accurate outputs 
and communicating clearly 
about how AI systems oper-
ate to maintain consumer 
confidence.

Experts believe that In-
dia's combination of rapid 
adoption and growing AI 
awareness could strengthen 
its position in the global dig-
ital economy. 

Govt sets Rabi's crops production target 
at 362.50 million tonnes: Shivraj Singh 

CCS UPS Rules 2025 Will Equip Employees to Make 
an Informed Choice, Says Dr. Jitendra Singh

New Delhi, Oct 25 (GNS):  
The Central government has 
set a production target for 
rabi crops at 362.50 million 
tonnes for 2025–26, up from 
341.55 million tonnes last 
year, Union Minister for Ag-
riculture and Farmers' Wel-
fare Shivraj Singh Chouhan, 
said on Tuesday.  

India's total foodgrain 
production reached 353.96 
million tonnes in 2024–25, 
an increase of 21.66 million 
tonnes or 6.5 per cent over 
the previous year, the minis-
ter informed media persons 
during ‘National Agriculture 
Conference – Rabi Abhi-
yan 2025’ here. The country 
achieved record harvests in 
key crops like rice, wheat, 
maize, groundnut, and soy-
bean. This output was 12.41 
million tonnes higher than 
the set target of 341.55 mil-
lion tonnes. According to 
the Agriculture Minister, the 
Rabi Conference is a suc-
cessful example of achieving 
the vision of ‘One Nation – 
One Agriculture – One Team’. 
It provides a platform for 
Agriculture Ministers and 
senior officials from differ-
ent states and UTs to engage 
in in-depth deliberations. 
Earlier, the Rabi Conference 
used to be a one-day event, 
but this time it was extended 

to two days to allow more 
detailed discussions, he 
added. Chouhan stressed 
that the Centre and States 
have come together to work 
jointly for comprehensive 
agricultural development.

Along with foodgrain 
output, fruit and vegetable 
production have also seen 
a significant rise this year 
compared to the previous 
year. The Centre and States 
will continue their coordi-
nated efforts to ensure agri-
cultural growth and farmers’ 
welfare, he added.

Discussing the flood situ-
ation, Chouhan said that the 
government is making every 
possible effort to assist those 
affected. He mentioned that 
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jammu and Kashmir, Ut-
tarakhand, Maharashtra, 
Assam, and parts of Hary-
ana have been particularly 
impacted. The six major 
themes discussed during the 
two-day conference were: 
climate resilience; quality 
seeds, fertilisers and pesti-
cides; horticulture; natural 
farming; effective extension 
services and the role of Kri-
shi Vigyan Kendras; and co-
ordination of centrally spon-
sored schemes. Detailed 
deliberations were also held 
on boosting pulses and oil-

seeds productivity and on 
integrated farming systems.

The Agriculture Minister 
called for a focused strat-
egy to improve crop pro-
ductivity through the timely 
availability of quality seeds, 
fertilisers and pesticides. 
He stressed the need to 
promote modern agricul-
tural technologies, scientific 
farming practices and effi-
cient water management to 
help farmers achieve higher 
yields. Special attention will 
be given to strengthening 
the production of pulses and 
oilseeds to reduce import 
dependence and improve 
the country's food security.

Chouhan also highlighted 
the importance of climate-re-
silient agriculture in address-
ing the challenges posed 
by irregular rainfall, floods, 
droughts and changing 
weather patterns. He empha-
sised the need to encourage 
crop diversification, natural 
farming and integrated farm-
ing systems to improve soil 
health and provide farmers 
with additional sources of in-
come. Krishi Vigyan Kendras 
and agricultural extension 
services were urged to play 
a greater role in disseminat-
ing scientific knowledge and 
helping farmers adopt suit-
able technologies.

New Delhi, Oct 25 (GNS):  
Union Minister of State for 
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances and Pensions, Dr. Ji-
tendra Singh, released the 
CCS (Implementation of the 
Unified Pension Scheme 
under the National Pension 
Scheme) Rules, 2025, en-
abling Central Government 
employees to make a choice 
between the National Pen-
sion System (NPS) and the 
newly introduced Unified 
Pension Scheme (UPS). This 
he did during the 14th Pen-
sion Adalat held at Vigyan 
Bhawan here today.

Alongside the notifica-
tion of the new rules, Dr. Ji-
tendra Singh also released 
a short film addressing fre-
quently asked questions on 
the UPS, aimed at clarifying 
key aspects of the scheme for 
employees and pensioners. 
The Minister said that the 
notification marks an impor-
tant step in giving Central 
Government staff greater 
flexibility, noting that em-
ployees will have a two-week 
window to exercise their op-
tion between NPS and UPS. 
To ensure wider awareness, 
the Department of Pension 
and Pensioners’ Welfare 
(DoPPW) has planned an ex-
tensive outreach drive. This 
includes social media cam-

paigns, content on the De-
partment’s official YouTube 
channel, and both online 
and offline workshops across 
ministries and departments. 
“I am sure that this scheme 
would find interest among 
all stakeholders,” Dr. Jitendra 
Singh told reporters after the 
event. According to officials, 
the CCS (Implementation of 
UPS under NPS) Rules, 2025 
— notified on September 2 
— cover a wide range of is-
sues. For employees joining 
UPS, the rules spell out how 
they can enroll and exercise 
their option in a clear man-
ner. Importantly, those who 
change their mind later are 
not locked in forever — they 
can switch back to NPS, one 
year before retirement or 
three months before opting 
for voluntary retirement.

The rules also define how 
contributions will work un-
der UPS, both from the em-
ployee and the government, 
so that deductions and 
matching deposits remain 
transparent. In case there 
is any delay by the authori-
ties in registering someone 
under UPS or crediting their 
contribution on time, the 
employee will be compen-
sated — ensuring they don’t 
lose out because of admin-
istrative lapses. Another key 

area is protection for em-
ployees and their families 
in unexpected situations. If 
a government servant dies 
in service or becomes dis-
abled, the family will have 
the choice to claim ben-
efits either under the tradi-
tional CCS (Pension) Rules 
or under UPS regulations, 
whichever is more benefi-
cial. The rules also explain 
what benefits will be paid in 
different retirement situa-
tions — whether it is normal 
retirement, voluntary retire-
ment, premature retirement, 
retirement due to ill health, 
resignation, or even absorp-
tion into a PSU or autono-
mous body. Each of these 
scenarios has been clearly 
covered so that there is no 
ambiguity about entitle-
ments. Officials said the no-
tification of these rules pro-
vides a clear framework for 
implementing the UPS and 
will help employees make 
an informed choice between 
the two pension systems.

The Minister said the 
government is committed 
to making pension-related 
services more transparent, 
accessible and responsive 
to the needs of serving em-
ployees and pensioners. He 
emphasised that the Unified 
Pension Scheme rules would 

help remove uncertainty 
regarding eligibility, con-
tributions and retirement 
benefits. The Department 
of Pension and Pensioners’ 
Welfare will continue en-
gaging with employee asso-
ciations and administrative 
authorities to address con-
cerns and ensure that the 
provisions are understood 
correctly before employees 
exercise their options.

The 14th Pension Adalat 
also provided an opportu-
nity to address long-pend-
ing pension grievances and 
facilitate their timely reso-
lution. Dr. Jitendra Singh 
highlighted the importance 
of resolving individual cases 
through direct interaction 
between pensioners and the 
concerned departments. 
Such initiatives are intended 
to reduce procedural delays, 
improve accountability and 
ensure that retired employ-
ees receive their legitimate 
benefits without unneces-
sary hardship.

Officials said the aware-
ness campaign would focus 
on explaining the key dif-
ferences between NPS and 
UPS, including contribution 
requirements, assured pay-
out provisions and the con-
ditions governing retirement 
benefits. The informational 

film and digital outreach 
initiatives are expected to 
help employees understand 
the implications of choosing 
either scheme. Workshops 
across ministries and de-
partments will also provide 
opportunities for employees 
to seek clarification on spe-
cific provisions and adminis-
trative procedures.

The rules also establish 
safeguards against adminis-
trative delays in processing 
enrolment and contribu-
tions under UPS. Compen-
sation provisions are in-
tended to protect employees 
where delays attributable to 
the authorities affect the 
timely crediting of contribu-
tions. In addition, the provi-
sions covering death, dis-
ability and different forms 
of retirement seek to clarify 
the benefits available to em-
ployees and their families. 
These measures are aimed 
at ensuring greater predict-
ability and protecting pen-
sion-related entitlements 
throughout an employee's 
service and retirement.

The introduction of the 
detailed implementation 
framework marks another 
step in the government's ef-
forts to strengthen pension 
administration for Central 
Government employees.
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Hyderabad, Oct 25 (GNS):  
Telangana Deputy Chief 
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka 
said the state government 
is prioritising investments 
from Korean companies, 
along with job creation, tech-
nology transfer and skill de-
velopment among youth. He 
stated that Telangana offers 
vast opportunities for col-
laboration with Korean com-
panies in electronics, electric 
vehicles, advanced manufac-
turing, life sciences, renew-
able energy and emerging 
technology sectors.

He was speaking as the 
chief guest at the K-Harmo-
ny Festa – Korea Culture Day 
2026, held at Shilpakala Vedi-
ka in Hyderabad on Sunday.

Bhatti Vikramarka recalled 
that the investment dis-
cussions held during Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy’s 
visit to South Korea in August 

2024 laid the foundation for 
economic cooperation be-
tween the two regions. He 
said the government would 
work to strengthen this part-
nership further and expand 
investments and employ-

ment opportunities.
He observed that Telan-

gana had much to learn from 
South Korea’s economic 
progress, adding that sus-
tained investments in educa-
tion, skill development, in-

frastructure and technology 
had played a crucial role in 
the country’s development.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister expressed the desire 
to strengthen cooperation 
among industries, universi-

ties, research institutions, 
startups and small enter-
prises. Highlighting the op-
portunities in tourism, Bhatti 
Vikramarka said Telangana’s 
Tourism Policy 2025–2030 
aims to attract investments 

worth 15,000 crore and cre-
ate three lakh additional 
employment opportunities 
over five years. He welcomed 
Korean companies to partici-
pate in developing tourism 
infrastructure, hospitality, 

film tourism, wellness tour-
ism and cultural experiences 
across the state. Bhatti Vikra-
marka said the festival, show-
casing Korean culture, arts, 
music and traditions, would 
further strengthen the bonds 
of friendship between the 
people of India and South Ko-
rea. He praised South Korea 
for overcoming challenges 
such as war and poverty to 
emerge as one of the world’s 
developed economies. He 
said the country’s achieve-
ments in technology, manu-
facturing, education and in-
novation were commendable.

Korean music, films and 
television programmes have 
attracted young audiences 
across the world, demon-
strating how cultural influ-
ence can enhance a country’s 
international recognition, 
he noted. The Deputy Chief 
Minister highlighted the 

similarities between Indian 
and Korean societies in ar-
eas such as education, family 
values, traditions and respect 
for elders. He also referred 
to the legend of Queen Heo 
Hwang-ok, who is believed 
to have travelled to Korea 
from ancient India, describ-
ing it as a symbol of the his-
torical friendship between 
the two countries.

Bhatti Vikramarka said Hy-
derabad had served for cen-
turies as a meeting point of 
diverse cultures, languages 
and traditions. He highlight-
ed Telangana’s distinctive 
cultural heritage, including 
Bathukamma, Bonalu, Telu-
gu traditions and historic 
monuments. The state has 
several tourist attractions, 
including the Charminar, 
Golconda Fort and the Ra-
mappa Temple, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.

Telangana seeks Korean investments, Job creation,technology partnerships
Bhatti Vikramarka invites Korean firms to invest in key sectors, highlights 15,000-Crore tourism plan and three lakh jobs

Jalaluddin Akbar Appointed as Karimnagar 
District Minority Welfare Officer (DMWO)

Congress Muslim Minority Leaders Felicitate the Newly Appointed Officer

TPCC legal cell state executive 
meeting held at Gandhi Bhavan

Advocate Momin Roshan Zameer Appeals to Advocates, Th eir 
Families, Relatives and Friends to Enrol as Graduate MLC Voters 

and Support Congress Candidate Sama Ram Mohan Reddy

TG CID busts rice diversion 
racket, 14 millers held

SAY NO TO DRUGS – YES TO LIFE

Campaign Poster Released by DSP Nagendra 
Chari in Rajanna Sircilla District

JMI Faculty and staff condemn 
objectionable wall slogans, 

appeal to students to end protest
More than 1,500 employees attend meeting as university 

shifts classes online amid student union election agitation

Karimnagar, Oct 25 (GNS): 
Congress Muslim Minor-
ity leaders met Mr. Jalaluddin 
Akbar, the newly appointed 
Karimnagar District Minor-
ity Welfare Officer (DMWO), 
congratulated him on his 
appointment, and felicitated 
him with honour.

The Congress Muslim Mi-
nority leaders stated that, 
for the past ten years, the re-
sponsibilities of the District 
Minority Welfare Officer had 
been entrusted to Additional 
District Revenue Officers 
(DROs). They expressed hap-
piness that, after the Con-
gress government came to 
power, a person belonging 
to the minority community 
had been appointed as the 

District Minority Welfare Of-
ficer. On behalf of the Muslim 
minorities of Karimnagar and 
the Congress Muslim Minor-
ity Department, the lead-
ers conveyed their heartfelt 
thanks to State Ministers Sri 
Ponnam Prabhakar Garu 
and Sri Duddilla Sridhar 
Babu Garu, as well as MLAs 
Sri Adduri Lakshman Kumar 
Garu, Dr. Kavvampally Saty-
anarayana Garu, and Sri Me-
dipalli Satyam Garu, along 
with other senior leaders 
who supported the appoint-
ment. The leaders expressed 
hope that this appointment 
would contribute to the 
welfare, development, and 
progress of minority com-
munities in Karimnagar dis-

trict. Congress Leaders Who 
Participated The programme 
was attended by Abdul Rah-
man, former Youth Congress 
President; senior Congress 
leader Nehal Ahmed; DCC 
spokesperson Jameel; Youth 
Congress General Secretary 
Shabbaz; Urban DCC spokes-
person Mohammed Ameer; 
Chand; Arif; Abdul  Bari; 
Azmath; Saleem Bhai; Zafar; 
Jameel; Mufti Saab; Saddam; 
Sarwar Khan; Sadiq Bhai; Wa-
jid Bhai, and other Congress 
Muslim Minority leaders. The 
leaders congratulated the 
newly appointed officer and 
expressed their best wishes 
for his successful tenure in 
serving the minority commu-
nities of Karimnagar district.

Hyderabad, Oct 25 (GNS):  The 
State Executive Meeting of the 
Legal Cell, Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Committee (TPCC), 
was held at Gandhi Bhavan, 
Hyderabad, on 24 October 2026 
under the leadership of Ponnam 
Ashok Goud Garu, Chairman, 
Legal Cell–TPCC and Member, 
Bar Council of Telangana.Dur-
ing the meeting, Advocate Mo-
min Roshan Zameer, State Gen-
eral Secretary and In-Charge 
Social Media, Legal Cell (Law, 
Human Rights and RTI De-
partment), Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Committee (TPCC), 
and Member, Hyderabad Waqf 
Protection and Co-ordination 
Committee, Government of 
Telangana, addressed the gath-
ering and appealed to advocates 
across Hyderabad, Rangareddy 
and Mahbubnagar districts to 
actively participate in the Grad-
uate MLC electoral process.

Momin Roshan Zameer urged 
all advocates to enrol as eligible Graduate 
MLC voters and encourage their family mem-
bers, relatives and friends who fulfil the pre-
scribed eligibility criteria to register as gradu-
ate voters. He further appealed to all eligible 
voters to exercise their democratic right and 
extend their support to Sama Ram Mohan 
Reddy, Congress Party candidate for the 
Graduate Members of the Legislative Coun-
cil (MLC) constituency covering Hyderabad, 
Rangareddy and Mahbubnagar districts.

Addressing the gathering, Momin Roshan 
Zameer stated that Sama Ram Mohan Red-
dy had been associated with the Congress 
Party for a long time and had consistently 
worked for the party. He described him as a 
young and committed leader and expressed 
confidence that his dedication, energy and 
commitment to public service would en-
able him to represent the aspirations and 
concerns of graduate voters effectively.

He emphasised the importance of gradu-
ate voter enrolment and urged advocates to 
take an active role in spreading awareness 
among eligible graduates. He called upon 
members of the legal fraternity to strength-
en democratic participation by ensuring 

that eligible graduates complete their voter 
registration and cast their votes in support 
of the Congress Party candidate.

The meeting was attended by Sachin Sawan 
Ji, AICC Secretary; B. Mahesh Kumar Goud 
Garu, President, TPCC; Ponnam Prabhakar 
Garu, Vivek Garu and D. Sridhar Babu Garu, 
Ministers in the Government of Telangana; 
Madhu Yaskhi Goud Garu, Chairman, All India 
Professionals’ Congress; N. Rajendar Reddy 
Garu, Madhusudhan Reddy Garu and Kota 
Neelima Garu, MLAs; along with the TPCC 
Vice President, Legal Cell–TPCC district presi-
dents, members and advocates. The State 
Executive Meeting provided an opportunity 
for Legal Cell–TPCC representatives and ad-
vocates to discuss organisational activities, 
strengthen coordination among district units 
and encourage greater participation by the 
legal fraternity in the party’s programmes and 
electoral initiatives. The meeting concluded 
with an appeal to advocates and eligible grad-
uate voters to work collectively for the success 
of Sama Ram Mohan Reddy in the Graduate 
MLC election and to strengthen the Congress 
Party’s outreach among graduates in Hyder-
abad, Rangareddy and Mahbubnagar districts.

Hyderabad, Oct 24 (GNS):     
The Telangana Crime Inves-
tigation Department (CID) 
has registered three criminal 
cases into alleged irregulari-
ties in the delivery of Sanna 
Rakam rice to the Food Cor-
poration of India (FCI) during 
the Kharif 2025–26 season, 
with 14 rice millers arrested so 
far. According to the CID, the 
investigation followed a com-
plaint lodged by the General 
Manager (Procurement) of the 
Telangana State Civil Supplies 
Corporation on Saturday, Oct 
24. The alleged irregularities 
involve the diversion of Sanna 
Rakam paddy allotted to rice 
mills to the open market and 
its substitution with cheaper 
coarse rice, including rice al-
legedly sourced from outside 
Telangana.

The State government 
procured 71.86 lakh metric 

tonnes of paddy during the 
Kharif season against a target 
of 59.60 lakh metric tonnes of 
rice for delivery to the FCI. In-
spections by Enforcement and 
Task Force (ETF) teams, fol-
lowed by laboratory analysis, 
reportedly found that samples 
supplied did not conform 
to the Sanna Rakam variety 
specified in the allotments. In 
Nizamabad, Karimnagar and 
Mulugu districts, 16 rice mills 
allegedly delivered 3,385.820 
metric tonnes of coarse rice 
against Sanna Rakam allot-
ments. The bonus-related 
financial loss from these de-
liveries is estimated at approx-
imately Rs. 1.69 crore. Another 
45,414.833 metric tonnes of 
paddy had reportedly been 
allocated for conversion, in-
volving a potential bonus-re-
lated financial implication of 
around Rs. 242 crore. 

Rajanna Sircilla, Oct 25 (GNS):  
Today, the campaign poster 
titled “SAY NO TO DRUGS – 
YES TO LIFE”, organized by 
the Protection of Legal and 
Human Rights Association, 
was officially unveiled by 
the Hon’ble Deputy Super-
intendent of Police (DSP) of 
Rajanna Sircilla District, Mr. 
Nagendra Chari.

The programme was at-
tended by the Association’s 
Founder & CEO, Mr. Syed 
Abdul Kareem; National As-
sistant Director, Mr. Moham-
mad Najeeruddin; National 
Chairman (Legal Cell), Ad-
vocate Ajay Kumar Siliveri; 
Telangana State Secretary, 
Mr. Mohammed Abdul Kal-
eem; and other executive 
members of the Association.

The primary objective 

of this campaign is to raise 
public awareness, particu-
larly among young people, 
about the harmful effects of 
drug abuse and to encourage 
them to stay away from drugs 
and lead healthy, responsible 
lives. Through this initiative, 
the Association appealed to 
the public to extend their co-
operation in building a drug-
free society and to guide the 
younger generation towards 

a healthy, safe, and bright 
future. The Asociation em-
phasized the importance of 
collective efforts by individu-
als, families, and communi-
ties in preventing drug abuse 
and protecting the future of 
young people.

“Stay Away from Drugs, 
Love Your Life, and Play Your 
Part in Building a Healthy So-
ciety.” Protection of Legal and 
Human Rights Association

By Irfan Jamiawala
Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) 
witnessed a significant de-
velopment on Saturday 
as more than 1,500 teach-
ing and non-teaching staff 
members expressed concern 
over objectionable slogans 
written on campus walls and 
alleged damage to university 
property amid an ongoing 
student protest demanding 
elections to the Jamia Mil-
lia Islamia Students’ Union 
(JMISU).

The meeting was attended 
by JMI Vice-Chancellor Pro-
fessor Mazhar Asif and Reg-
istrar Professor Md. Mahtab 
Alam Rizvi. Held on the lawns 
of the university’s Ansari Au-
ditorium, the gathering fo-
cused on restoring peace and 
normal academic activities 
on campus. Two resolutions 
adopted unanimously

A seven-member high-
level committee of university 
professors was constituted 
on October 18, 2026, to fa-
cilitate dialogue with stu-
dents protesting for student 
union elections. The com-
mittee had held four rounds 
of discussions and issued an 
appeal the previous night 
urging the students to call off 
their agitation.

During Saturday’s meet-
ing, the teaching and non-
teaching staff unanimously 
adopted two resolutions.

The first called upon the 
protesting students to end 
their agitation, vacate the 
protest site and cooperate 
in restoring peace and nor-
malcy on campus. According 
to the university administra-
tion, Gate No. 18 had been 
designated as the protest 
site, while the students were 
staging their demonstration 
on the lawns near the statue 
of Mirza Ghalib. The second 

resolution called for repaint-
ing the defaced campus walls 
and removing what the em-
ployees described as highly 
objectionable slogans. Par-
ticipants stressed that pro-
tecting university property 
and preserving the institu-
tion’s reputation were collec-
tive responsibilities.

Faculty members and staff 
expressed concern that van-
dalism, objectionable wall 
writings and alleged misin-
formation circulating on so-
cial media could adversely 
affect the university’s stand-
ing. They emphasised the 
importance of safeguarding 
the reputation of an institu-
tion with a 106-year history.

Vice-Chancellor and Reg-
istrar express concern

Vice-Chancellor Profes-
sor Mazhar Asif and Regis-
trar Professor Md. Mahtab 
Alam Rizvi expressed serious 
concern over the alleged de-
facement of university prop-
erty and slogans reportedly 
raising issues relating to the 
country’s integrity and sov-
ereignty.

They warned that such in-
cidents could affect not only 
JMI’s institutional reputation 
but also students’ academic 
prospects, opportunities for 
higher education and future 
employment and campus 
placement opportunities.


