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2 killed In Dammam airport attack,
including Indian national

Riyadh, Oct 22 (GNS): An
Indian national was among
two people killed, while
two other Indian nationals
were injured, in an attack
on King Fahd International
Airport in Dammam, Saudi
Arabia, on Wednesday, the
Indian Embassy said on
Thursday. The Indian Em-
bassy in Saudi Arabia said
it was ascertaining further
details and contacting the
affected families.

“Saudi authorities have
informed us that one In-
dian national was among
two people who unfortu-
nately lost their lives in the
attack on Dammam airport
on Wednesday night, and
two Indian nationals were
injured. We are ascertaining
further details and contact-
ing the affected families.
Our thoughts and prayers
are with the families and
loved ones of the deceased,
and we wish the injured a
speedy recovery,” it said in

a post on X. Earlier in the
day, Saudi Arabia’s General
Authority of Civil Aviation
(GACA) said two people
were killed in the attack on
King Fahd International
Airport on Wednesday, in-
cluding one Indian resident
and one Saudi citizen. It
also said eight people were
injured in the attack.

In a statement posted on
X, the GACA said: “Further to
its earlier statement regard-
ing the attack that targeted
King Fahd International Air-
portin Dammam on the eve-
ning of Wednesday, October
21, 2026, corresponding to
10 Jumada Al-Awwal 1448
AH, the General Authority of
Civil Aviation (GACA) clari-

fies that the number of fatal-
ities has risen to two after an
additional fatality was con-
firmed, involving one Saudi
citizen and one Indian resi-
dent. The number of injured
remains at eight, including
one Saudi citizen and resi-
dents of the following na-
tionalities: two Indian, two
Yemeni, two Bangladeshi

and one Nepalese. Their in-
juries range from minor to
critical, and they are receiv-
ing the necessary medical
care at several hospitals.”

Saudi Arabia’s GACA said
it was coordinating with
the relevant authorities to
complete the damage as-
sessment, verify the safety
of the facilities and take the
necessary measures to en-
sure the safety of passengers
and personnel and maintain
the security of the country’s
civil aviation system. It also
said airport operations had
resumed and air traffic had
returned to normal. On Sun-
day, the Indian Embassy ad-
vised its nationals in Saudi
Arabia to take due precau-
tions amid the prevailing sit-
uation, proceed to the near-
est safe place in the event of
an aerial attack, and refrain
from filming, publishing or
sharing information, pho-
tographs or videos related to
the ongoing events.

India, Poland eye defence
and Nuclear Cooperation

New Delhi, Oct 22 (GNS):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Thursday that
India and Poland agreed
to deepen ties in defence,
space and nuclear energy
and invited Polish compa-
nies to engage with India
in co-development and co-
production in these sectors.

While addressing a joint
press meet with Polish PM
Donald Tusk following their
talks at Hyderabad House in
New Delhi on Thursday, PM
Modi recalled how India and
Poland elevated ties to the
status of Strategic Partner-
ship during his visit to War-
saw in 2024 and noted that
the bilateral partnership
has gained new momentum
over the past two years.

“I am delighted to extend
a warm welcome to the
Prime Minister of Poland in
India. During my visit to Po-
land in 2024, he had warmly
welcomed me and my del-
egation. During that visit,

.

we elevated our relation-
ship to the status of Stra-
tegic Partnership. Building
on this strong foundation,
our partnership has gained
new momentum over the
past two years. And today, in
our meeting with the Prime
Minister, we have taken sev-
eral significant decisions to

further strengthen our stra-

tegic partnership,” he said.
The Prime Minister said

that India and Poland are

emerging as important
centres of growth, technol-
ogy and innovation when
the world is going through
a period of uncertainty and
change.

Around 3,000 stranded Umrah pilgrims
return from Saudi Arabia, says MEA

New Delhi, Oct 22 (GNS):
Indian diplomatic mis-
sions in Saudi Arabia are
coordinating with airlines
and tour operators to fa-
cilitate the early return of
stranded Umrah pilgrims,
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) said on Thurs-
day, adding that around
3,000 affected pilgrims had
returned to India over the
past week.

The assurance comes
after one Indian national
was killed and two others
injured in an attack at King
Fahd International Airport
in Dammam. MEA spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal
said the Indian Embassy in
Riyadh and the Consulate
General in Jeddah were en-
gaging with the concerned
airlines and tour operators
to arrange the return of the
remaining pilgrims. "Our
Embassy in Riyadh @Indi-
anEmbRiyadh and the Con-
sulate in Jeddah @CGlJed-
dah are actively engaging
with concerned airlines and
tour operators to facilitate
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community  volunteers,

the early return of affected
pilgrims," Jaiswal said in a
post on X. He said around
3,000 stranded Umrah pil-
grims had travelled from
Saudi Arabia to India on
available flights over the
past week. This was in ad-
dition to more than 10,000
other Umrah pilgrims who
had been booked on avail-
able flights and returned to
India during the same peri-
od. "Arrangements are being
discussed to facilitate the re-
turn of other Umrah pilgrims
at the earliest," he said.

The embassy and con-
sulate, with support from

were extending welfare as-
sistance to Indian nation-
als, Jaiswal said. Round-
the-clock control rooms
have also been established,
and regular advisories are
being issued.

Earlier, AIMIM presi-
dent Asaduddin Owaisi
said around 4,000 Indian
pilgrims were stranded in
Makkah and Madina after
airlines suspended flights
to Saudi Arabian cities
amid the security situation
in the region. He urged the
Centre to intervene to en-
sure their return.

Sonia Gandhi makes Instagram debut,
shares first look of her memoir 'Belonging'

New Delhi, Oct 22 (GNS):
Congress  Parliamentary
Party (CPP) Chairperson
Sonia Gandhi made her so-
cial media debut on Thurs-
day by joining Instagram
and sharing a post on her
upcoming book 'Belong-
ing: A Journey of Love'.

Gandhi's memoir is set
for a worldwide release on
November 10. "Hello ev-
eryone, I'm truly grateful
to share this moment with
you all: the first look of Be-
longing: A Journey of Love.
It is a story of love, duty,
loss, and finding a place to
belong. I look forward to
sharing it with you," Sonia
Gandhi wrote on her first
Instagram post, sharing the
first look of her memoir.

In the video shared on
Instagram, Sonia Gandhi is
seen receiving the first cop-
ies of her book and sharing
sweets with her daughter
and Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra. The two
were also seen hugging.

The CPP Chairperson did
not have a social media ac-

count until now. She has
over 10,700 followers and
follows her children, Rahul
and Priyanka Gandhi, as
well as the Indian National
Congress. The book is set
to launch on November 10,
while pre-orders have been
opened. The memoir is be-
ing published globally by
Alfred A. Knopf, with Harp-
erCollins India handling its
release in the country.

In a post on X, Harper-
Collins India said that it
will publish 'Belonging: A
Journey of Love' by Sonia
Gandhi. "The long-awaited
memoir will be published

Akhilesh Yadav Says Azam
Khan Faced Injustice

Rampur, Oct 22 (GNS):
Samajwadi Party supremo
Akhilesh Yadav on Thurs-
day met jailed senior party
leader Azam Khan in the
Rampur district jail and
alleged that no political
family had faced as much
injustice as Khan's family.
Last year in November,
Khan was convicted along
with his son, Abdullah
Azam Khan, by a Rampur

in India on 10 November
2026," it said.

The publishing house
added, "One of the most
anticipated political mem-
oirs of our time, Belonging
is a dramatic and deeply
personal story of love, iden-
tity, duty and belonging,
and offers a rare insider's
view of India's journey."

Earlier, reports surfaced
that Penguin India refused
to publish the memoir of a
senior Congress leader over
alleged disagreement over
editorial changes, which
were later refuted by the
publishing house.

Om Birla defers comment on
CEC impeachment motion

New Delhi, Oct 22 (GNS)
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la on Thursday declined to
comment on the proposed
impeachment motion
against Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar,
saying the matter would be
examined when it formally
came before him. Separate-
ly, he indicated that mem-
bers of the Nationalist Citi-
zens Party of India (NCPI)
would not be granted any
further extension after hav-
ing sought additional time
on four occasions.

Asked about the proposed
motion against Kumar, Birla
said, "We will see when it
comes," leaving open the
question of how the Lok Sab-
ha would proceed if the mo-
tion were formally submit-
ted and taken up under the
applicable  parliamentary
rules. The issue comes amid
an ongoing confrontation
between the Opposition and
the Election Commission
of India over electoral pro-
cesses, the revision of elec-

toral rolls and allegations
concerning the poll body's
functioning and impartiality.
Opposition parties have
raised concerns over the
conduct of electoral exer-
cises and pressed for greater
accountability and electoral
reforms, with demands from
sections of the Opposition
for action against the Chief
Election Commissioner. The
removal of the Chief Election
Commissioner is governed
by stringent constitutional
safeguards. Under Article
324(5) of the Constitution,
the CEC can be removed
from office in the same
manner and on the same
grounds as a judge of the
Supreme Court. The process
requires parliamentary con-
sideration under the pre-
scribed procedure and the
requisite special majority in
both Houses. Any proposed
motion would therefore
have to clear the applicable
procedural  requirements
before the question of re-
moval could be taken up.

court in dual/fraudulent
PAN card cases related to
mismatched dates of birth
and sentenced to seven
years in prison.

Yadav, who arrived in
Rampur by helicopter, was
received at the Jauhar Uni-
versity helipad by Khan's
family members and party
workers before proceeding
to the district jail to meet
the veteran leader.

Addressing media after
the one-hour-long meet-
ing, Yadav accused the BJP
government of pursuing a
political vendetta against
Khan and alleged that false
cases had been lodged

Graduates must register as voters, question
Congress: BRSV Leader Mir Qurram Ali

Hyderabad, Oct 22 (GNS): Advo-
cate Mir Qurram Ali, BRS Student
wing (BRSV) Greater Hyderabad
Coordinator, has called upon
eligible graduates to register as
voters for the Hyderabad-Ma-
habubnagar-Rangareddy Gradu-
ates’ MLC election and actively
participate in the democratic
process, urging them to hold the
Congress government accountble
for its promises. Emphasising the
importance of graduate partici-
pation, Qurram Ali said educated
citizens must exercise their consti-
tutional right to vote rather than
remain indifferent to political
developments. He urged eligible
graduates to submit Form 18 and
ensure their names are included
in the graduate electoral roll. “Vot-
ing is a powerful democratic right.
Graduates must use their votes re-
sponsibly, question those in power
and demand accountability for the
promises made to them,” he said.
Targeting the Congress gov-
ernment over alleged unfulfilled
promises, Qurram Ali raised con-
cerns over delays in scholarship
and fee-reimbursement pay-
ments, claiming that the situation
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Qurram Ali said educated
citizens must exercise their
constitutional right to
vote rather than remain
indifferent to political
developments. He urged
eligible graduates to submit
Form 18 and ensure their
names are included in the
graduate electoral roll.

had caused difficulties for students
and educational institutions. He
also questioned the government’s

progress on its promise to provide
two lakh jobs, highlighting con-
cerns among unemployed youth.

The BRSV leader further raised
issues relating to financial assis-
tance, loans of up to 5 lakh, power
cuts, drinking water shortages and
irrigation difficulties. He also ex-
pressed concern about prepared-
ness for potential El Nifio-related
challenges and their possible
impact on agriculture and water
availability.

Calling for greater awareness
ahead of the MLC election, Qur-
ram Ali urged graduates to careful-
ly examine the government's per-
formance, assess political parties’
commitments and make informed
electoral choices. He appealed to
voters to consider the BRS can-
didate. He also called upon BRS
student activists to intensify voter-
registration awareness campaigns
and encourage every eligible grad-
uate to enrol. “Every eligible grad-
uate must register, participate and
make their voice count,” Qurram
Ali said, stressing that informed
voting and active public participa-
tion were essential to strengthen-
ing democratic accountability.
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against him. "No political
family has faced as much
injustice as Azam Khan's
family," Yadav said. On
whether he had discussed
the Rampur Assembly seat
with Khan, Yadav said he
had held a lengthy con-
versation with Khan on
all 403 seats and also dis-
cussed a list of suggestions
received from the party's
alliance partners regard-
ing the elections. Replying
to a question, Yadav said
that Khan had not sought
any Assembly seat but had
offered suggestions, which
had been noted.
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Targeting armed forces personnel

Harsha Kakar

ecent floods and
Rcloudbursts inJand

K, Himachal, Punjab
and Uttarakhand saw the
army out as first respond-
ers. They were there
assisting and supporting
the population even before
the SDRF and NDRF could
reach, largely because of
their proximity. It is not
that their camps were not
affected by the disaster,
but priority was to their
national brethren, a sign of
dedication.

Army helicopters were
rescuing those trapped in
collapsing building while
troops, apart from rescue,
were accommodating and
feeding those who were
stranded on roads or had
lost their homes. Every
rescue operation carries
risks; but since it involves
saving our own, these
must be taken. When the
nation is humiliated as in
Pahalgam or Pulwama, it
is the armed forces which
regain national prestige. It
is in these times that those
in power look towards
the forces. Once trouble
has passed and normalcy
restored, the forces are
ignored and treated as
second class citizens, its
members attacked when
alone and vulnerable.

Incidents targeting sol-
diers have been on the rise
in recent years. The case of
Spice Jet in Srinagar, where
the officer has been placed
on a five-year flying ban by
the airline, with no action
against the staff which ini-
tiated the assault is a case
in point. Neither has DGCA
taken the airline to task.

Other instances include
those of manhandling of a
soldier at a Meerut toll pla-
za, an officer and his friend
in Bhubaneswar, police
inspector slapping an offi-
cer in Lucknow and the Col
Bath case in Patiala. While
the toll plaza company has
been banned from further

bidding, six arrested, in
most other cases there has
been hardly any move-
ment in the investigation,
especially when police
personnel are involved.

In the Col Bath case, the
officer had to approach
the Supreme Court to get
the case handed over to
the CBI, which the Punjab
Government was unwill-
ing to do, in spite of a High
Court order.

The Supreme Court,
rightly refused to inter-
vene. In its observation, it
stated, ‘When war is going
on, you glorify these Army
officers... Your SSP says, I
am not able to arrest them
(police personnel) in spite
of rejection of anticipa-
tory bail because they are
police officers... Eight days
delay in lodging FIR?! Have
respect for Army people.
You are sleeping peacefully
in your house because that
man is serving the border
at -40 degrees.’ Nothing
could be truer. But such
statements fall on deaf
ears. What message did
the Punjab Police action
convey. Most importantly
it sent the message that

police protect their own,
despite them being in the
wrong. Secondly, they

can delay action till the
case loses media limelight
and then quietly reinstate
those they supposedly
suspended. It would also
provide them time to pos-
sibly manipulate witnesses
to change statements.

Today, in the same Pun-
jab, the army is out rescu-
ing those trapped in floods,
possibly including family
members of the same state
police. Simultaneously,
the army is expected to
behave with decorum. If
it employs force to target
concerned police officials,
as has happened in the
past, it is accused of high-
handedness and unlawful
action. This also does not
bode well for a disciplined
force. If it does not support
its own, it is considered
weak, and targeted by its
own veterans.

In most cases senior
officers are blamed for
being meek and not act-
ing, whereas they have
been pushing for action.

It has also been seen that
interacting with concerned

k]

police authorities has been
fruitless, as the Bath case
has proved. The police

will promise the moon, do
nothing, while expecting
army officials to maintain
a neutral stance.

Simultaneously, soldiers
are compelled to approach
courts for redressal of their
pension cases arising out
of disability compensa-
tions, cut short by an
inconsiderate bureau-
cracy at the MoD. In Feb
this year the Delhi High
Court expressed ‘dismay’
at the way medical board
proceedings were being
conducted by the MoD and
legitimate claims denied at
the ‘whims and fancies’ of
certain officials.

In Jul this year the Delhi
High Court dismissed
nearly 300 writ petitions
filed by the MoD, chal-
lenging disability pension
awards granted to retired
armed forces personnel by
the Armed Forces Tribunal
(AFT).It even rebuked the
MoD for objecting to every
decision of the AFT.

The High Court observed
that disability benefits
are not generosity, but

recognition of ‘hardships
endured during military
service and it is the Gov-
ernment’s responsibility
toward those who have
served the nation.

Has the MoD learnt its
lessons. Unlikely. It is a
matter of days before the
same exercise is repeated
again. If this be the case,
then why did the Govern-
ment even set up AFTs.
AFTs were established
for speedily managing
grievances concerning
the armed forces, most of
which are linked to pay
and pensions. The MoD
appoints members of the
tribunal. Currently most
of the tribunals remain
understaffed for reasons
best known to the MoD.
Yet the MoD is the body
which objects to most of
their decisions. At the end
of the day, the MoD loses
most of its appeals, yet
continues wasting govern-
ment funds to challenge
them at the next higher
level. It is an example of
pushing good money after
bad, but then it is Govern-
ment funds and no one is
accountable.

Farmers as India’s silent warriors

Kham Khan Suan Hausing
PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to visit
Manipur on Saturday;, just
over a week after the Cen-
tre claimed to have cleared
two roadblocks to restore
peace in the state that has
been roiled by violence
for over two years. The
first development pertains
to the extension of the
Suspension of Operations
(So0) agreement with two
Kuki-Zomi-Hmar armed
conglomerates the Kuki
National Organisation
and United Progressive
Front after the matter was
stalled for one-and-a-half
years due to opposition
from the then N Biren
Singh-led BJP govern-
ment. The second is about
affirming the primary role
of the Central forces in
providing security on the
National Highway-2 and
securing the commitment
of the Kuki-Zo Council to
open it in ways that allow
free movement of com-
muters and goods. That
the Centre chose a tight
balancing act is evident as
the tripartite pact it forged
with the state government
and these armed groups
on September 4 reiterates
‘the territorial integrity of
Manipur’ on the one hand
and the ‘need for a negoti-
ated solution’ on the other.
On the face of it, the
lexical priority accorded to
the question of ‘territorial
integrity’ in a note issued
by the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs is significant
in two senses. First, it seeks
to instil confidence in the
minds of the dominant
Meitei community about
their longstanding con-
cerns about the state’s
‘territorial integrity’.
Second, prefixing the
qualifier ‘reiterate’ and
not ‘protect/uphold’
to ‘territorial integrity’
although the original text
commits the armed
groups to ‘abide by’ comes
through as a deliberate
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and ingenious contrivance  daam of this agreement. gence of a larger framework
to lend flexibility to the The saam and daam com-  of unity and solidarity

agreement. This ensures
that future negotiation

on the political demands
of the Kuki-Zomi-Hmar
armed groups, including
a ‘separate administra-
tion’, remains open-ended.
A deeper probe into the
pact, however, suggests
that the imprimatur of the
old political chessboard
of a counter-insurgency
approach by the Centre is
apparent. Driven by the
Kautilyan statecraft of
saam (persuasion), daam
(incentive), dand (stick)
and bhed (ethnic fraction-
alisation), this approach
seeks to contain and
control armed insurgent
groups within a disparate
set of nested territorial
space. The return of arms
to the nearest CRPF/BSF
camps, the relocation —
albeit a reduced number
— of designated camps
away from ‘areas vulner-
able to conflicts’ and the
promise of ‘negotiated
solution’ represent saam.
The renewal of monthly
stipends and the financial
incentives that come along
with the relocation of des-
ignated camps constitute

ponents are, however, con-
tingent on dand, namely
‘stringent verifications...
to delist foreign nation-
als’ and close monitoring
on the ‘enforcement of
ground rules’ by the Joint
Monitoring Group (JMG).
The containment of
armed factions within their
designated camps, which
would be closely monitored
and sternly dealt with in
case of any ‘violation of
ground rules’, implies that
ethnic fractionalisation
(bhed) within the Kuki-Zo-
mi-Hmar groups gets insti-
tutionalised. While this may
be amenable to leveraging
interlocking balance within
and across armed groups,
it privileges the unrivalled
power/control of the Cen-
tre. Blunting the bargaining
power of these groups is the
immediate consequence.
As rival armed factions get
preoccupied with zealously
guarding their operational
areas under the close watch
of the Army/Central para-
military forces and the JIMG
around their designated
camps, it is likely to dent, if
not permanently forestall,
the prospect of the emer-

across armed groups.

If previous experience of
ceasefire agreements with
armed groups in Manipur
or elsewhere in Northeast
India is any guide, political
patronage under the SoO
may normalise and lever-
age the outsourcing of law
and order to non-state
actors in the long run.
Putting the onus on armed
groups to maintain peace
by enforcing the ‘ground
rules’ through the Army/
Central paramilitary forces,
especially under the over-
arching ambit of the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act,
has fostered a precarious
regime of human rights and
citizenship in the past. It
also serves as a convenient
excuse to justify the abdica-
tion of the State’s primary
responsibility to maintain
law and order.

This problem is accentu-
ated in a deeply fractured
state like Manipur, where
the police forces conspicu-
ously lack professional-
ism and are now deeply
communalised in the
aftermath of over two years
of violence. As the State
failed to ensure security

of lives and properties to
citizens across the divide,
communities have resorted
to ‘self-help’ to guarantee
security to themselves.
Given that Manipur sits on
the cusp of the Golden Tri-
angle, the easy availability
of arms and ammunitions
across the India-Myanmar
border is not likely to help
augment their security
but may exacerbate ethnic
security dilemma as more
groups arm themselves to
the teeth.

It is in this sense that
despite its inherent limita-
tions, involving SoO groups
in negotiations is necessary
but not sufficient to foster
durable peace and normal-
cy in the strife-torn state.

Howsoever much frontal
organisations in the valley
areas and oppositional
groups in the hills want
to discredit them, the
considerable hold of SoO
groups on society means
that they cannot be wished
away anytime soon. Yet,
involving them cannot be
a substitute for an inclu-
sionary space of political
dialogue where important
stakeholders are given ef-
fective participatory rights
and voice.
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Theatrisation
Debate Re-Ignited

The long smouldering amber of theatrisation burst into a ball of fire at a fireside
chat at the Army War College recently. Chief of Air Staff (CAS) questioned the need for
a joint structure, putting the clock back by a few years. In the same conversation, he
acknowledged the smooth conduct of Operation (Op) SINDOOR, with four of them
planning together. This was a welcome change from 1999, when the Indian Army and
Indian Air Force conducted two distinct operations, namely Op VIJAY and Op SAFED
SAGAR, respectively. So credible was the integration in Op SINDOOR that until the Air
Chief himself revealed it in a speech, most Indians did not know that five of the seven
targets hit on 7th May were by the Army and only two by the Air Force. That subse-
quent retaliation by Pakistan and coup de grace on 10th May could be handled equally
smoothly is reason enough to believe that the current structures did deliver.

Readers should know that the appointment of Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) was op-
posed by the IAF equally, if not more, vehemently. This author had a ringside view of
all discussions while recording minutes of each meeting of the “Task Force on Manage-
ment of Defence (TFMD),” headed by Shri Arun Singh, whose recommendations were
entirely accepted and subsumed into the Report by the GoM on Security headed by Shri
LK Advani and comprising other members of CCS. The task force comprised 11 members
— one scientist, four serving bureaucrats, four serving military officers (including the
Director General, Defence Planning Staff as the member secretary) and one retired service
officer, besides the chairman. All serving officers were additional secretary or of equiva-
lent status. There was complete consensus on every recommendation except the CDS.
The final recommendation on CDS was decided through a vote, with numbers mentioned
in the report. However, despite the GoM recommendations, CDS appointment took two
decades to fructify, perhaps stymied by the objections of not just bureaucrats but also
the IAE In the absence of the CDS, the remaining structure did not quite evolve the way
it should have. A common lament in Service HQ is that the Integrated Defence Staff (IDS)
just added another layer in decision-making between Service HQ and MoD.

CAS, from what is available in the public domain, has flagged two concerns — ad-
ditional layers in decision-making and lack of resources for dedicated allocation
to theatres. As it stands, resources within the Indian Air Force (IAF) are distributed
among commands. That does not inhibit concentrated force application when re-
quired. The fears regarding decision-making layers perhaps arise not only from the
IDS experience, but also from the undefined equation among theatre commanders,
service chiefs and CDS. CDS, as the permanent chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee (COSC) and the principal military adviser to Raksha Mantri (RM), does enjoy
the status of the primus inter pares.

However, he does not have an operational mandate over Service HQ. The role of
CDS, as envisaged in GoM recommendations, was to integrate planning and budget-
ing functions for credible perspective planning and necessary force development
through optimal utilisation of defence budget. Less than expected results in these
objectives does generate apprehensions about unsettling the operational structure.
Any discussion on theatre commands must be based on credible operational logic.
Agni-Veer is a case in point, where the narrative of saving in pension smothered the
logic of a youthful, skilled and motivated force that the Agni-Veer scheme begets.

Jointmanship has a logic, just as three different services for land, sea and air do. New
domains of space and cyberspace have since evolved, but without a separate service
being raised for them. Back in 1941, Panzer divisions were halted short of Dunkirk
for air campaign to progress the war in Western Europe. Fifty years later, air and land
battles merged seamlessly in Op DESERT STORM. Five weeks of air campaign were as
crucial to victory as 100 hours of land campaign. But the most critical was their joint
orchestration. We're three decades down the road from Op DESERT STORM. Joint-
manship exists more in words than in thoughts and deeds.

Where is a modern war fought? What does it target? Where is the victory achieved?
It is necessary to discuss such questions to bring out the nuances of physical, infor-
mational, perceptual and metaphysical dimensions of modern war, and to appreciate
the need for joint orchestration of every military asset. War is but an instrument for
prevailing of one national will over another, where every element of national power,
whether military, economic, informational or diplomatic, is brought to bear its im-
pact. Military acts exclusively in the physical dimension of war. Higher dimensions,
where the whole of the nation gets involved, only count impact, oblivious of domain
boundaries. Further, tactical impacts are fleeting and waning and, hence, need syn-
ergy in time and space. Individual service characteristics, such as speed, lethality, ac-
curacy, knowledge of target, logistic footprint, survivability and resilience, particularly
in face of retaliation, fuse into spatio-temporal orchestration. This is the logic of the
unitary command structure of the military that most militaries follow. This logic has
no geographical basis and, thus, there is no reason for India to be an exception.

Back in 2000, when the CDS was recommended, the fear was that the concentration
of command in one individual would render the military vulnerable to politicisation.
This legitimate fear, expressed by experienced bureaucrats, imposed caution. Civil
control over the military and an apolitical military are the hallmarks of a healthy de-
mocracy. CDS without an operational role was, however, not a compromise solution,
but an effort to address the priorities in defence management. The military had been
far more successful in operations than in perspective planning and force develop-
ment. Although inadequacies were blamed on bureaucracy, many of the problems
lay within and among Service HQs. CDS was to lead integrated planning and detailed
budgeting to simplify bureaucratic practices. The Kargil Review Report, authored by
the redoubtable Shri K Subrahmanyam, had been scathing in its comments on the
functioning of Service Headquarters.

TFMD addressed both the weaknesses and fears by recommending a CDS with a plan-
ning, rather than operational role. Theatre commands were also discussed. Andaman
& Nicobar Command (ANC) and Strategic Forces Command (SFC) were, thus, recom-
mended to be under the CDS for incubation as joint services command. In the absence
of CDS for two decades, the structure, however, could not mature. CAS remarks against
“joint structure” indicate that the structure of the theatre command being presented is
less than agreeable. There is no gainsaying that an integrated grid for fire support, mobil-
ity support, information support, logistic support and protection/survivability of men
and machines would render exercise of operational art in a theatre far more effective.
Observe-Orient-Decide-Act (OODA) is as much about decisions as about actions. Initia-
tive and momentum go hand in hand. Loss of one results in loss of the other. Moreover,
since wrong moves lead to loss of initiative, decisions ought to be as correct as speedy.
Right decisions are based on timely and comprehensive information for which a joint
services theatre is immensely more suitable.

CAS also brought up the need for experience in certain skill sets for higher leadership.
This argument is specious. IAF has had a Chief who was not a fighter pilot. Higher leader-
ship is about comprehension, perspectives and visualisation. Perspectives are gained
more by exposure than experience. While intellect and exposure build upon each other to
develop perspectives, mere experience may result in biases. An Air Force officer can make
as good a theatre commander as an Army or a Navy officer. A structure evolved through
consensus not only gets implemented more credibly, but is also far more sustaining. No
written document on reforms is comprehensive. However, when the logic of change is
understood and accepted, the gaps are credibly filled and coherence in reforms is main-
tained. It is, therefore, essential that the structure of joint services theatre and relationship
among theatre commanders, service chiefs and CDS be thoroughly discussed and arrived
at with willing consensus. As in humans, so in organisations, health at birth is critical to a
healthy life ahead. Theatrisation is a much-needed organisational reform to ensure that

military-economy-technology develops as a triad to render a powerful nation. The need
to discuss till consensus cannot be overemphasised. The long smouldering amber of the-
atrisation burst into a ball of fire at a fireside chat at the Army War College recently. Chief
of Air Staff (CAS) questioned the need for a joint structure, putting the clock back by a few
years. In the same conversation, he acknowledged the smooth conduct of Operation (Op)
SINDOOR, with four of them planning together. This was a welcome change from 1999,
when the Indian Army and Indian Air Force conducted two distinct operations, namely Op
VIJAY and Op SAFED SAGAR, respectively. So credible was the integration in Op SINDOOR
that until the Air Chief himself revealed it in a speech, most Indians did not know that
five of the seven targets hit on 7th May were by the Army and only two by the Air Force.
That subsequent retaliation by Pakistan and coup de grace on 10th May could be handled
equally smoothly is reason enough to believe that the current structures did deliver.
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GST reforms have reduced tax burden
on people: Nirmala Sitharaman

Chennai, Oct 22 (GNS):
Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Sun-
day said that the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) reforms
have reduced the tax burden
on people. Addressing the
Joint Conclave of Trade and
Industries Association - 'Tax
Reforms for Rising Bharat' in
Chennai, she explained that
the four-tier GST structure
has now been simplified to
just two slabs. "Earlier, GST
had four categories. Now,
we have simplified it into
two slabs - 5 per cent and
18 per cent. Items that were
taxed at 12 per cent and 18
per cent have largely been
moved to the lower 5 per
cent bracket. For certain
essentials, tax has been re-
duced to zero. This reform
will significantly benefit all
1.4 billion Indians," FM Sith-
araman said.

The changes, the biggest
overhaul since GST was in-
troduced in 2017, will see
the current 5 per cent, 12 per
cent, 18 per cent and 28 per
cent structure replaced with
just two rates - 5 per cent
and 18 per cent.

Additionally, a special
40 per cent tax bracket has
been introduced for goods

cessively luxurious, includ-
ing cigarettes, tobacco, pan

masala, soft drinks and
high-end luxury cars.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had hinted at the shift
during his Independence
Day address from the Red
Fort, underlining the gov-
ernment's intent to ease the
common man's burden be-
fore the festive season.

come into effect on Septem-
ber 22, just ahead of Diwali.
Government officials point-
ed out that the timing of the
announcement was deliber-
ate, keeping in mind the ma-
jor festivals across regions.
While Diwali drives con-
sumer demand for clothing
and household goods in the
south, Navratri and Durga
Puja boost purchases in the

with representatives from
all states and Union Territo-
ries, unanimously approved
the reform. The Centre ex-
pects the simplified struc-
ture to immediately bring
down prices of essential
goods, spur consumption
and boost economic activ-
ity. Calling it a collective
achievement, she said, "This
is not just a tax cut - it is a

New Delhi, Oct 22 (GNS):
The Income Tax Depart-
ment has announced that
more than 6 crore income
tax returns (ITRs) have
been filed for Assessment
Year 2025-26 so far. The
department shared the up-
date on social media plat-
form X, thanking taxpayers
and tax professionals for
helping achieve this mile-
stone. “Thank you taxpay-
ers &amp; tax profession-
als for helping us reach the
milestone of 6 crore Income
Tax Returns (ITRs) as of
now and still counting,” In-
come Tax India posted on X.

The last date to file ITRs
without penalty is Septem-
ber 15. To make the process
easier, the department has
kept its helpdesk active
24x7. Taxpayers are being
assisted through calls, live
chats, WebEx sessions, and
social media support.

“To assist taxpayers for
ITR filing, tax payment and
other related services, our
helpdesk is functioning on
a 24x7 basis, and we are
providing support through
calls, live chats, WebEx ses-
sions &amp; Twitter/X,”
it added. The department
has urged those who are

do so quickly to avoid last-
minute rush. “We urge all
those who haven't filed ITR
for AY 2025-26, to file at the
earliest to avoid last minute
rush. Let's continue this
momentum!,” the IT De-
partment mentioned.
Earlier in May, the gov-
ernment had extended the
filing deadline for individu-
als, Hindu Undivided Fam-
ilies (HUFs), and entities
not requiring audits. The
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Over 6 crore ITRS filed so far for AY
2025-26: Income Tax Department

31 to September 15 due to
major changes in the ITR
forms.

These revisions, made in
late April and early May;, re-
quired updates in the filing
utilities and back-end sys-
tems. The consistent rise
in ITR filings over the years
highlights both growing
compliance and the expan-
sion of India’s tax base.

For AY 2024-25, a record
7.28 crore returns were filed

to 6.77 crore the previous
year, marking a 7.5 per cent
increase. In the current fil-
ing season, the Income Tax
Department has also rolled
out new online utilities.
ITR-1 and ITR-4, meant
for small and medium tax-
payers, were enabled in
June. In July, the depart-
ment also activated ITR-2,
which is for individuals and
HUFs with capital gains
income but no business or

north. The GST Council,

New polypropylene plant to hoost jobs,
economic growth in Assam: Hardeep Puri

considered harmful or ex- The revised rates will victory for every citizen."

E-commerce
Wwiden to

yet to file their returns to

platform Flipkart's losses
Rs 5,189 crore in FY25

date was pushed from July by July 31, 2024, compared

Centre reopens application
window for PLI scheme for

professional income.

Guwahati, Oct 22 (GNS):
Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas Hardeep Singh
Puri highlighted on Sun-
day that the polypropylene
plant with 360 KTPA capac-
ity, inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at
the Numaligarh refinery in
Assam, would add a crucial
link to the country's petro-
chemical sector and also
create employment oppor-
tunities and boost overall
socio-economic develop-
ment of the region. This
polypropylene unit, to be
built at a cost of Rs 7,231
crore, will serve as a strong
foundation for the growth
of India's petrochemical
sector, the minister said.

Petrochemicals play
a very significant role in
making various items, in-
cluding glucose bottles,
medical syringes, plastic
pipes, and car dashboards.
This plant, shaping the fu-
ture of Northeast India, will
give a new direction to In-
dia's future, he added.

The Prime Minister on
Sunday announced that
projects worth approxi-
mately Rs 18,000 crore
have been allocated to
Assam. He noted that ear-
lier in the day, he was in

Darrang, where he laid
the foundation stones for
connectivity and health-
related projects. He further
added that in the current
location, he has inaugurat-
ed and laid the foundation
for energy security-related
projects, which will further
strengthen Assam’s path to
development.

Highlighting that Assam
is a land that strengthens
India’s energy capabili-
ties, the Prime Minister re-
marked that the petroleum
products originating from
Assam contribute signifi-
cantly to the nation’s de-
velopment. He emphasised
that these projects will
boost industrial growth
in Assam, accelerate the
state’s development, and
create new opportunities
for farmers and youth and
extended his congratula-
tions to the people of the
state for these initiatives.
The Prime Minister said
that India has long been de-
pendent on foreign sources
for these energy needs, im-
porting large quantities of
crude oil and gas.

As a result, the nation
has had to pay lakhs of
crores of rupees annually
to other countries, which

in turn boosts employment
and income abroad. He
emphasised that this situa-
tion needed to be changed
as he affirmed that India
has now embarked on the
path of becoming self-re-
liant in meeting its energy
requirements.

The polypropylene plant
is expected to strengthen
domestic production ca-
pacity and reduce depen-
dence on imported pet-
rochemical products. The
facility will supply raw ma-
terials to industries manu-
facturing medical equip-
ment, packaging materials,
automobile components,
pipes and other essential
products, supporting the
growth of downstream in-
dustries.

The project is also ex-
pected to generate direct
and indirect employment
opportunities during con-
struction and operations,
benefiting local commu-
nities and skilled workers.
Officials believe the ex-
pansion of petrochemical
infrastructure will attract
further industrial invest-
ment to Assam and create
opportunities for small and
medium enterprises across

the Northeast.

Mumbai, Oct 22 (GNS):
Walmart-owned  e-com-
merce major Flipkart India
Private Limited has report-
ed a wider consolidated
loss of Rs 5,189 crore loss
in the financial year end-
ing March 2025 (FY25). Ac-
cording to data shared by
business intelligence plat-
form Tofler, the company
posted Rs 4,248.3 crore net
loss in the previous finan-
cial year (FY24).

Flipkart's  consolidated
revenue from operations
rose 17.3 per cent to Rs
82,787.3 crore in FY25, up
from Rs 70,541.9 crore in
FY24. However, the com-
pany’s expenses also grew
at almost the same pace.
Total expenses jumped 17.4
per cent to Rs 88,121.4 crore
during the year. The biggest
cost driver was the purchase
of stock-in-trade, which
surged to Rs 87,737.8 crore
in FY25 from Rs 74,271.2
crore a year earlier. Finance
costs also rose sharply by
about 57 per cent, reach-
ing Rs 454 crore, as per its
financials. Flipkart Inter-
net Private Limited, which
operates the e-commerce
marketplace, managed to
narrow its losses during the
year. The company reported

a net loss of Rs 1,494.2 crore
in FY25, lower than the Rs
2,358.7 crore loss in FY24.
On a standalone basis, its
losses stood at Rs 1,568.6
crore, improving from Rs
2,296.2 crore a year earlier.

Flipkart Internet reported
revenues of Rs 20,746 crore
in FY25, a 14 per cent in-
crease from Rs 18,187.7
crore in FY24, as per the
financial data. Its total ex-
penses were reported at Rs
22,315 crore. On a consoli-
dated basis, the company’s
revenues increased to Rs
20,807.4 crore in FY25, com-
pared to Rs 18,241.6 crore in
the preceding year.

Flipkart was founded in
2007 by Sachin Bansal and
Binny Bansal. Flipkart sells
products across many cate-
gories like electronics, fash-
ion, and groceries.

It provides a vast online
marketplace for millions of
customers, with services like
Cash on Delivery, No Cost
EM]I, and easy returns.

The increase in consolidat-
ed losses came despite strong
growth in operating revenue,
highlighting the pressure on
Flipkart’s profitability amid
rising business costs. Higher
inventory procurement ex-
penses, logistics operations,

technology investments and
financing costs are among
the factors that can weigh
on large e-commerce busi-
nesses as they expand their
market presence.

Flipkart continues to op-
erate in a highly competitive
Indian e-commerce market,
facing competition from
Amazon India, Reliance-
backed platforms and other
online retailers. Companies
are investing heavily in fast-
er deliveries, festive-season
discounts, customer acquisi-
tion and supply-chain infra-
structure to attract shoppers
and increase sales volumes.
The company’s growing rev-
enue reflects continued de-
mand for online shopping
across categories such as
electronics, fashion, home
appliances and groceries.
However, managing expens-
es while maintaining com-
petitive prices remains a key
challenge for e-commerce
platforms, particularly dur-
ing periods of aggressive dis-
counting and rising operat-
ing costs.

Flipkart has also been
expanding its logistics net-
work and digital services to
improve customer experi-
ence and reach more con-
sumers across India.

white goods till Oct 14

New Delhi, Oct 22 (GNS):
The government on Sunday
said it has reopened the ap-
plication window for the
production-linked  incen-
tive (PLI) Scheme for White
Goods (ACs and LED lights)
based on the appetite of
the industry to invest more
under the scheme. The ap-
plication window for the
scheme will remain open for
the period from September
15, 2025 to October 14, 2025
(both dates inclusive) on the
same online portal. No ap-
plication will be accepted
after the closure of the ap-
plication window, according
to the commerce Ministry.
The decision was taken due
to the growing market and
confidence generated ow-
ing to manufacturing of key
components of ACs and LED
Lights in India under the
scheme.

So far, 83 applicants with
committed investment of Rs
10,406 crore have been se-
lected as beneficiaries under
the PLI scheme. The scheme
is to be implemented over a
seven-year period from FY
2021-22 to FY 2028-29 and
has an outlay of Rs 6,238
crore. “In order to avoid any

discrimination, both new
applicants as well as exist-
ing beneficiaries of PLIWG
who propose to invest more
by way of switching over to
higher target segment or
their group companies ap-
plying under different target
segment would be eligible
to apply subject to fulfilling
the eligibility conditions as
mentioned in the Para 5.6
of the Scheme Guidelines
and adhering to investment
schedule as mentioned in
Appendix-1 or Appendix-1A
of the Scheme Guidelines,
as applicable,” the ministry
statement read.

Applicants will only be eli-
gible for incentives for the re-
mainder of the Scheme’s ten-
ure. The applicant approved
in the proposed fourth round
would be eligible for PLI for
maximum two years only in
the case. of new applicants
and beneficiaries opting for
GP-2 (upto March 2023) seek-
ing to move to higher invest-
ment category. For benefi-
ciaries opting for GP-1 (upto
March 2022) seeking to move
to higher investment cat-
egory in the proposed fourth
round would be eligible for
PLI for one year only.

'My brain is worth Rs 200 crore a month, | don't stoop
low': Gadkari's sharp retort to E20 fuel detractors

Nagpur, Oct 22 (GNS): Dis-
missing criticism against
the government’s ethanol-
blended petrol programme
as politically motivated,
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari said that his brain
"is worth Rs 200 crore a
month" and he is not short
of money. In his address
at an event organised by
Agricos Welfare Society in
Nagpur, he said: "My brain
is worth Rs 200 crore a
month. T am not at all short
of money, and I don’t stoop
low." His comments came
amid the criticism of the
government’s push for eth-
anol-blended petrol. The
government has highlight-
ed that petrol blended with
20 per cent ethanol E20 is
a cleaner fuel and has en-
abled farmers to get higher
prices for their crops, such
as sugarcane and maize.
Critics have alleged that
the programme will lead to
water shortage and dam-
age vehicles. In an attack
on the minister, they have
also alleged that two lead-
ing ethanol companies
are run by Gadkari’s sons.
Gadkari, without directly
mentioning the contro-

versy, said: "I give ideas to
my sons, butI do not resort
to fraud." "Recently, my
son imported 800 contain-
ers of apples from Iran and
exported 1,000 containers
of bananas from India to
Iran. There are no mon-
etary dealings with Iran.
My son is engaged in im-
port and export. I also own
a sugar factory, a distillery,
and a power plant. I am not
experimenting with agri-
culture for personal gain,"
the minister said. Gadkari
also highlighted his efforts
to encourage local veg-
etable vendors to establish
fruit malls across Nagpur.
Such initiatives empower
traders and farmers by en-
abling direct sales at prime
locations in the city, he
added. "I am not doing all
this for my own earnings.
My income is ample. My
brain is worth Rs 200 crore
per month. I have no short-
age of money," Gadkari
said, adding that his busi-
ness suggestions are driven
by development, not prof-
it. Gadkari on Thursday
hit back at critics, accus-
ing them of carrying out a
"paid politically motivated
social media campaign:

against the government’s
ethanol-blended  petrol
programme, which actu-
ally succeeded in increas-
ing the incomes of farmers
and reducing pollution in
the country.

At the annual conven-
tion of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) in
Delhi, Gadkari said all tests
had confirmed there were
no issues with the rollout of
20 per cent ethanol-blend-
ed (E20) petrol. The minis-
ter said that production of
ethanol from sugarcane,
maize and rice had led to
an increase in the prices of
these crops, which in turn
had resulted in higher in-
comes for farmers.

He pointed out that in
the case of maize alone,
farmers had earned Rs
45,000 crore due to the
higher demand and in-
crease in price of the crop
after it was allowed to be
used as input for the pro-
duction of ethanol.

He also highlighted that
ethanol-blending had led
to a reduction in pollution,
and the issue had figured
at the G20 conference as
well, which shows that the
awareness of the success

has been acknowledged
worldwide. Gadkari further
stated that the Supreme
Court has also rejected peti-
tions challenging the legali-
ty and safety of the E20 fuel.
The Supreme Court recent-
ly dismissed a public inter-
est litigation (PIL) against
E20 blending. The petition
had claimed that most ve-
hicles on Indian roads were
not compatible with E20
fuel, raising risks of material
degradation, safety hazards,
mileage loss, and denial of
insurance claims.

Rejecting the plea, the
apex court backed the
government’s stand, high-
lighting the benefits for
sugarcane farmers, and
reduction in the country’s
oil imports which had re-
sulted from the E20 pro-
gramme. The minister also
mentioned studies that
showed high pollution lev-
els were leading to a reduc-
tion in the life expectancy
of people. He noted that
recent fears over engine
damage and warranty is-
sues had been proven
false. "All testing agencies
have confirmed there is no
problem with implementa-
tion," he said.

New Delhi, Oct 22 (GNS):
The India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corri-
dor (IMEC) initiative has
the potential to change
the face of global trade
and transportation, as
well as digital and energy
connectivity, but has re-
ceived a setback due to
the ongoing conflict in
Gaza between Israel and
Hamas.

The IMEC initiative of-
fers benefits to all the
participating  countries,
possessing a great poten-
tial to leverage the eco-
nomic growth of Europe,
India and the Gulf. And it
also grants Israel an op-
portunity to enhance its
significance and role in
the international arena
on strategic, economic
and geographic levels.
The government of Israel
should prioritize taking
steps to implement the
IMEC project once its war
against Hamas is over, ac-
cording to an article by
Uzay Bulut published in
JNS. India, the European
Union, UAE, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Saudi Arabia
and the United States
signed a Memorandum

of Understanding to build
an economic system by
creating a multi-modal
network of railways, ports
and highways to boost
trade efficiency and re-
gional collaboration.
These will become a vital
artery of global commerce
and a potential alternative
to China’s Belt and Road
Initiative.

The corridor is expect-
ed to connect India, the
Middle East and Europe,
with the support of Wash-
ington. When completed,
it will likely include three
major Mediterranean Sea
ports: Haifa in Israel, Pi-
raeus in Greece and Tri-
este in Italy, the article
points out. For Israel, the
IMEC represents more
than an economic oppor-
tunity; it is a pathway to
redefine its strategic re-
gional status and geopo-
litical alignments, accord-
ing to Mordechai Chaziza
of the University of Haifa.
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
framed the corridor as a
transformative platform
for Israeli integration into
Arab economies and glob-
al supply chains.

The escalating regional
instability, particularly
from Iran’s regional prox-
ies, has effectively led to
the halting of this signifi-
cant initiative, as well as
a Saudi-Israeli normal-
ization deal, the article
states. “While normaliza-
tion would certainly ease
political and logistical
hurdles, it’'s not an abso-
lute requirement, and the
project could still move
forward with careful dip-
lomatic ~ management,”
wrote Rachel Rizzo and
Nicholas Shafer for the At-
lantic Council.

Hence, it appears that
the quicker Israel man-
ages to stabilize the Gaza
situation, the sooner it
will be able to focus on
doing its part to make this
project a reality.

An article by Nir Levi-
tan, and professors Arie
Reich and Jonathan Ryn-
hold, notes some sugges-
tions to realize the eco-
nomic potential of IMEC:
“To make the agreement
a reality and attract pri-
vate and governmental
investment, several ini-
tial steps are required,
including the creation of

'Israel must pave way to speed up India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor'

a multilateral agreement
to establish an institu-
tional framework for a
structured and system-
atic dialogue between the
participating countries.
A dedicated body should
be established to attract
private investment and
promote infrastructure
development among the
participating countries.”

Via this corridor, the
United States and Euro-
pean Union seek to bol-
ster their connectivity
with South Asia and the
Gulf, aiming to align their
strategic objectives and
counter China’s growing
regional influence.

Several European coun-
tries have since appointed
special envoys to the IMEC,
including France and Italy.
Under its framework, Israel
and Cyprus announced
new energy development
projects in May, calling
to relaunch the Israel-
Cyprus-Greece trilateral
forum. It is now impor-
tant for Europe, the United
States and Israel to double
down on their support so
that more progress for this
initiative can be achieved,
the article added.
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Revanth Reddy Announces BC-A Review for Mud

Hyderabad, Oct 22 (GNS):
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy warned that the next
general elections are cru-
cial for the country and the
people's full support to Ra-
hul Gandhi is the need of
the hour for all. Participat-
ing in the Pandaga Sayanna
Mudiraj birth anniversary
celebrations in Hyderabad
today, the Chief Minister
stressed that we all must
stand in support of Rahul
Gandhi in the crucial time.
The CM expressed con-
fidence that the majority
'Bahujans’ would be em-
powered only when Rahul
Gandhi became Prime Min-
ister of the country.

Stating that the People's
Government is according top
priority to the political em-
powerment of all BC commu-
nities, CM Revanth Reddy an-
nounced that a cabinet Sub
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Committee would be consti-
tuted to study the inclusion
of the Mudiraj community in
BC - A category. Due to lack
of accurate data, the Mudi-
raj community could not be
reclassified from the 'BC-D'
category to 'BC-A'. We will
discuss this issue in the next
cabinet meeting and form
a cabinet sub-committee to
conduct a comprehensive
study on this issue.

"Mudiraj community
constitutes the largest pop-
ulation in my Kodangal
constituency and the com-
munity are known for their
trustworthiness", the CM
said that upon becoming
the PCC (Pradesh Congress
Committee) President, he
appointed Srihari Mudiraj
as the DCC (District Con-
gress Committee) Presi-
dent, gave ticket and also
made made him as minis-
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ter in his cabinet. Neelam
Madhu was also given a
party ticket to contest in
Lok Sabha elections, CM
Revanth Reddy suggested
minister Ponnam Prabha-

kar to bring to the attention
of TPCC President Mahesh
Goud to provide an MLC
ticket to the Mudiraj com-
munity. " It is my responsi-
bility to ensure the Mudiraj

-

community is made a part-
ner in the government."
and doubts raised by oth-
er castes regarding Mudi-
raj in BC - A category also
needs to be addressed. The
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iraj Community

CM pledges political empowerment for BCS says Sayanna and Doddi Komura|ah statues to be installed on Tank Bund

CM highlighted the BC Cen-
sus conducted by his gov-
ernment. The census data
helped every community to
raise their voice with greater
strength. All the communi-

ties have been requested to
furnish full details to rectify
the errors if their population
count is not correctly men-
tioned in the census report.
The first caste census was
conducted during British
rule. Now, We undertook the
caste census successfully af-

ter 100 years.
The CM listed out wel-
fare schemes launched

for all communities and
poorer sections. While NTR
launched Rice distribution
at two rupees per kilogram,
we are now providing fine-
quality rice to 3.48 crore
people. We are already dou-
bling the welfare initiatives
undertaken by the previous
government and building
'Indiramma’ houses in every
village. The welfare schemes
launched by NTR, Chandra-
babu Naidu, YS Rajashekhar
Reddy and KCR are being

continued. Following the
formation of Telangana,
we also officially adopted a
state song for Telangana.

CM Revanth Reddy re-
membered the services of
popular Telangana fighters
- Chakali Ailamma, Doddi
Komuraiah, and Pandaga
Sayanna. The statues of Say-
anna and Doddi Komuraiah
would be installed on the
Tank Bund soon. The CM
also recalled Gaddar, and
Ande Sri's dedication to the
service of society. The Chief
Minister praised Sayanna's
fighting spirit who stood
against landlords when they
attempted to seize his land.
During the Nizam’s rule, feu-
dallords (Doras) encroached
upon the lands of the poor.
It was Sayanna who stood
in support of the marginal-
ized and also formed a group
against the feudals.

MBT condemns attack on 2
Muslim youths in Shamshabad

Hyderabad, Oct 22 (GNS):
Amjed Ullah Khan, Spokes-
man of Majlis Bachao
Tehreek (MBT), strongly
condemned the alleged at-
tack on two Muslim youths
from Hyderabad’s Old City
at Rallagadda Doddi in
Shamshabad and said that
the continued failure of the
police to prevent commu-
nal attacks and protect mi-
norities reflects a dangerous
trend in Telangana.

Amjed Ullah Khan said
that the alleged attack on
Mohammed Wahed Ahmed,
25, S/o Mohammed Irshad
Ahmed, and Mohammed
Hyder Khan, 26, S/o Mo-
hammed Feroze Khan, who
had gone to Rallagadda
Doddi, Shamshabad, to
work as electricians, is ex-
tremely disturbing. The two
youths were allegedly at-
tacked by a group of around
20-25 anti-social elements
and sustained serious in-
juries. They are presently
undergoing treatment at
Osmania General Hospital.

Mr. Khan said it is even
more alarming that after es-
caping from the alleged at-
tackers, the injured youths
reportedly approached the
local police station seeking
assistance but were alleg-

edly denied proper help. He
demanded that senior po-
lice officials investigate not
only the attack but also the
alleged failure of the local
police to provide immediate
protection and assistance
to the victims. Amjed Ullah
Khan alleged that “soft Hin-
dutva” is being played by the
Telangana Police under the
political direction of Chief
Minister Anumula Revanth
Reddy, and warned that such
a policy is extremely dan-
gerous for the peace, com-
munal harmony and social
fabric of Telangana. He said
the Chief Minister also holds
the Home portfolio, making
him directly accountable for
the functioning of the police
and the overall law-and-or-
der situation in the State.
Mr. Khan said that since
Revanth Reddy became
Chief Minister, there have
been, according to MBT's
compilation of complaints
and representations, more
than 50 incidents involv-
ing alleged communal at-
tacks against Muslims and
Muslim institutions. He
said MBT has repeatedly
brought such incidents to
the attention of the State
Government and senior
Congress leadership.

Asaduddin Owaisi seeks centre’s help for 4,000
stranded Indian pilgrims in Saudi Arabia

Hyderabad, Oct 22 (GNS):
Around 4,000 pilgrims
from India are stranded in
Makkah and Madina af-
ter the airlines they flew
with cancelled their flights
home, Asaduddin Owaisi
said, urging the Union gov-
ernment to step in at once.
In a post, Owaisi said the
pilgrims had travelled on
IndiGo, Akasa Air and Air
India, but have been stuck
since the airlines can-
celled their flights. "DGCA
must give these airlines
permission to run flights
in larger aircraft so that
these stranded pilgrims
can return to India. If not,
at least special flights must
be arranged to bring them
back," he wrote.

Owaisi said the pilgrims
had also been abandoned
by their travel agents. "This

I

557 ’
needs your urgent inter-
vention. In the meanwhile,
necessary support must be
provided to the stranded
pilgrims," he said. His post
mentioned ministers S
Jaishankar, Kiren Rijiju and
Ram Mohan Naidu, and
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri. The crisis comes
as Saudi Arabia's conflict
with the Houthis, an armed
group in Yemen also known

as Ansar Allah (Arabic for
"Supporters of God"), esca-
lates. Repeated flight can-
cellations and temporary
suspensions of services to
and from Saudi Arabia have
disrupted the travel plans
of many pilgrims. Amid the
rising regional tensions,
they remain unsure about
departures, return journeys
and alternative bookings.
Air India and Air India

Express temporarily sus-
pended flights to and from
Riyadh, Jeddah and Dam-
mam until October 24,
Manorama Online report-
ed on October 17. IndiGo
also suspended services to
Riyadh, Jeddah, Dammam
and Medina until October
24, while its Jeddah servic-
es were reported suspend-
ed until October 21. The
disruptions have deepened
the uncertainty for passen-
gers travelling between In-
dia and Saudi Arabia.

Last week, the Consulate
General of India in Jeddah
issued an advisory for In-
dian nationals travelling
between the two countries.
It urged passengers, par-
ticularly Umrah pilgrims,
to check flight updates and
stay in touch with airlines
and travel providers.

Seethakka Unveils Komaram Bheem Statue in Dummugudem

Dummugudem, Oct 22
(GNS):  Telangana Minis-
ter Seethakka said that Ko-
maram Bheem was a great
tribal leader who fought
against the autocratic rule of
the Nizam and sacrificed his
life for the rights of Adivasis
under the slogan “Jal, Jan-
gal, Zameen” (Water, Forest,
Land). She was speaking as
the chief guest at the unveil-
ing ceremony of Komaram
Bheem’s statue held at Dum-
mugudem in Bhadradri Ko-
thagudem district on Thurs-
day. MLAs Tellam Venkat Rao
and Payam Venkateswarlu,
along with a large number of
tribal organisation represen-
tatives and local residents,
attended the programme.
Seethakka described Ko-
maram Bheem as a guid-
ing force for the Adivasi
community, stating that his
fighting spirit would con-
tinue to inspire generations.

ISLAMIA

GROUP OF INSTITUTIONS | EDUCATION |

PP

9 SRT Colony, Yakutpura, Hyderabad - 500023
COURSES OFFERED

]

| 4,

|| |1J&||HH-H' { \J

\///

@ JUNIOR: CcEC | BIPC | MPC

| MEC | AC.E

| B.Com (Computers)
BSc | BBA | BCA

( DEGREE:

B.Com (General)

® M.Sc (Clinical Nutrition)

¢ M.Sc (Applied Nutrition)
&) P.G:

* M.A (English)

* M.Sc (Nutrition & Dietetics) e M.Com
* M.Sc (Botany)
® M.Sc (Maths) g
\ B
51‘5 LAW: ° BA,LLB(5YDC) | » LLB(3YDC) oL
® e BBA,LLB(SYDC) | e LLB(Honors 3YDC) )

MODERN
INFRASTRUCTURE

Contact No. :

SKILL BASED
EDUCATION

EXPERIENCED
FACULTY

\

9347683872

100% FOCUS ON
YOUR SUCCESS

She stressed that the sac-
rifices of great leaders who
fought for tribal rights, dig-
nity and identity must never
be forgotten. The minister
said that great personalities
such as Dr. B. R. Ambed-
kar, Komaram Bheem, Birsa
Munda and Jyotirao Phule
paved the way for social
transformation through
their struggles. She noted

that their sacrifices helped

secure rights, reservations
and legal protections for
disadvantaged communi-
ties. She called upon people
to honour these leaders and
put their ideals into practice.

Seethakka said that Adiva-
sis live alongside other social
communities and contrib-
ute to the development of
society. She highlighted the

importance of tribal strug-
gles in the country’s history,
noting that their resistance
against oppression paved
the way for the protection
of fundamental rights. The
minister emphasised that
safeguarding the constitu-
tional rights and reserva-
tions provided to Adivasis
was a collective responsi-
bility. She urged tribal com-
munities to bring their prob-
lems to the government’s
attention and work together
to find solutions. She added
that unity and mutual co-
operation were essential
for the further progress and
development of the Adivasi
community. Expressing hap-
piness over the large turn-
out at the statue unveiling
ceremony, Seethakka called
upon people to follow Ko-
maram Bheem’s path and
protect tribal rights, dignity
and identity.

Dy CM Bhatti targets higher
thermal power generation

Hyderabad, Oct 22 (GNS):
Deputy Chief Minister Bhat-
ti Vikramarka has directed
officials to take robust mea-

sures to prevent any power
shortage in Telangana, con-
sidering the possibility of
reduced hydel power gen-
eration due to the El Nifio
effect and the expected rise
in electricity demand in the
coming months. He empha-
sised the need for a compre-
hensive action plan to in-
crease daily thermal power
generation to 140 million
units to effectively meet
agricultural and domestic
electricity requirements
during the upcoming Rabi
and summer seasons.

On Thursday, the Deputy
Chief Minister held a review
meeting with senior Energy
Department officials at the
Dr B.R. Ambedkar Telan-
gana State Secretariat to
discuss power generation,
supply and pending elec-
tricity dues.

Officials informed him
that the average daily ther-
mal power generation had
reached approximately 91
million units, while produc-
tion had touched 118 mil-
lion units on a single day
recently. Bhatti Vikramarka
directed the officials to fur-
ther increase generation
and work towards achieving
the daily target of 140 mil-
lion units.

To ensure an uninterrupt-
ed coal supply to two units

at the Yadadri Thermal Pow-
er Plant, an alternative coal
supply arrangement has
been established with Coal
India Limited. The Deputy
Chief Minister stated that
coal supplies through this
arrangement would com-
mence in November.

He also called for special
attention to Yadadri Ther-
mal Power Plant to enhance
overall power generation.
Officials informed him that
four units, each with a ca-
pacity of 800 MW, were al-
ready generating electricity.
The fifth unit was synchro-
nised with the grid on Oc-
tober 20, and the remaining
technical and operational
issues were being addressed
on a war footing to bring it
into full-fledged commercial
operation.

According to officials, the
average daily thermal power
generation from TGGENCO
power plants stood at 65.90
million units in 2024-25 and
approximately 76.46 million
units in 2025-26. During
the current financial year,
the average daily generation
increased to 90.97 million
units as of October 21.

Compared with the pre-
vious financial year, daily
generation has increased by
14.51 million units, register-
ing a growth of approximate-
ly 19 per cent. Officials also
reported that thermal power
generation had reached 118
million units on October 16.

Govt committed to honouring
Panduga Sayanna; Minister

Hyderabad, Oct 22 (GNS):
Telangana Minister Vakiti
Srihari said the Congress
government was committed
to honouring the legacy of
Panduga Sayanna and safe-
guarding the social and politi-
cal self-respect of the Mudiraj
community. He made these
remarks while participating
in the 174th birth anniversary
celebrations of Panduga Say-
anna at Ravindra Bharathi in
Hyderabad.

The minister said the
government was organising
official birth anniversary
celebrations to recognise
Sayanna’s contributions and
bring his history to future
generations. He criticised
the previous government
for not conducting such
programmes and said the
Congress government was
committed to recognising
the contributions of great

personalities from disad-
vantaged communities.

Srihari said the govern-
ment was determined to
address the demands and
concerns of the Mudiraj
community. He stated that
the Congress government
had conducted a caste cen-
sus in line with Rahul Gan-
dhi’s vision of social justice,
fair representation and
equal opportunities for all
communities.

Onthe demand to shift the
Mudiraj community from
BC-D to BC-A, the minister
said the government was
sincere about finding a so-
lution. However, he stressed
that the interests of fishing
communities already in-
cluded in BC-A must also
be protected, ensuring that
justice for one community

would not cause difficulties
for another.

BRS will continue fight to protect

Singareni and workers

Hyderabad, Oct 22 (GNS):
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)

Working President K.T. Rama
Rao (KTR) has reiterated
that the party will continue
its fight to protect Singareni
Collieries Company Limited
and safeguard the rights and
welfare of coal mine work-
ers. He asserted that the BRS
would oppose any attempts
to weaken or privatise the
organisation and would not
remain silent if workers were
treated unfairly.

KTR held a meeting at
Telangana Bhavan on Thurs-
day with BRS MLAs, former
MLAs, senior party leaders
from the Singareni region
and representatives of the
Telangana Boggu Ghani
Karmika Sangham (TBGKS).
The meeting reviewed the
current situation at Singar-
eni, workers’ problems, the
company’s future and mea-
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sures to strengthen the work-
ers’ union, besides discuss-
ing the party’s future course
of action following the suc-
cessful Singareni Karmika
Garjana meeting held re-
cently in Godavarikhani.
During the meeting, KTR
congratulated party lead-
ers, workers and union rep-
resentatives for making the
Godavarikhani gathering a
success. He appreciated their
coordinated efforts in organ-

' rights: KTR

ising the event within a short
period. The leaders attend-
ing the meeting also extend-
ed Dasara greetings to KTR.
KTR called on party lead-
ers to question the Congress
government over alleged ir-
regularities, tender-related
issues and attempts that
could threaten Singareni’s
interests. He directed them
to take the concerns raised
at the Godavarikhani meet-
ing to the public, including
issues relating to the compa-
ny’s financial affairs, declin-
ing coal production, alleged

tender irregularities and
pending funds due to the or-
ganisation.

He also stressed the need
to question the policies of
both the Congress govern-
ment in Telangana and the
BJP-led Central government
wherever decisions affect
Singareni’s interests.
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