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Srinagar, Sept 28 (GNS): 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah on 
Monday introduced bills for 
decriminalising, rationalis-
ing offences, ease of doing 
business and for amending 
the Legislature Members 
Pension Act 1984 in the Leg-
islative Assembly. Chief Min-
ister Abdullah, who is also 
the Minister for Law, Justice 
and Parliamentary Affairs, 
introduced the Bill to amend 
certain enactments for de-
criminalising and rational-
ising offences and to repeal 
certain enactments and for 
matters connected with or 
incidental relating to it.

The Bill was introduced 
in the Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly during 
the ongoing Autumn ses-
sion. The Bill, designated 
as L.A. Bill No. 16 of 2026, 
has already been published 

in an extraordinary issue of 
the Official Gazette.

Chief Minister Abdullah 
also introduced the Jammu 
and Kashmir Ease of Doing 
Business Bill, 2026, in the 
Legislative Assembly during 
the ongoing Autumn ses-
sion. The Bill, introduced 
as L.A. Bill No. 11 of 2026, 
is titled as a Bill “to consoli-
date and amend the law to 
replace permission-based 
control with rule-based 
governance and to enable 
citizens and enterprises.

New Delhi, Sept 28 (GNS):  
Union Minister of State for 
Science & Technology and 
Earth Sciences Dr. Jitendra 
Singh on Monday met his 
French counterpart Prof. 
Philippe Baptiste and said 
that the cooperation in 
space sector between India 
and France entered a new 
phase with focus on human 
spaceflight, start-ups along 
with new space ecosystem.

India-France space coop-
eration has evolved from the 
early sounding rocket ex-
periments of the 1960s into 
a broad and expanding part-
nership encompassing joint 
satellite missions, launch 
vehicle technologies, hu-
man spaceflight and emerg-
ing space applications, the 
minister said.

Dr. Singh met the high-
level French delegation and 
said that the relationship 

now offers scope to build 
a larger ecosystem link-
ing governments, research 
institutions, industry and 
start ups. The meeting cov-
ered the Space Summit, 
India-France Year of Inno-
vation 2026 and priorities 
in scientific and technologi-
cal cooperation, including 

Space, CEFIPRA and Blue 
Economy, an official state-
ment said.

Dr. Singh referred to 
Megha-Tropiques and 
SARAL, jointly built by ISRO 
and CNES, as well as coop-
eration in launch vehicle 
engine development, as 
milestones of enduring bi-

lateral partnership.
The third joint satellite, 

TRISHNA will soon be de-
veloped, the minister said, 
and appreciated CNES sup-
port to India’s Gaganyaan 
programme, including sup-
ply of consumables and 
training of flight surgeons.

Indian and French teams 
have also initiated discus-
sions on microgravity re-
search and parabolic flights 
in connection with human 
spaceflight. The minister 
said the ongoing transfor-
mation of India’s space sec-
tor has created new possi-
bilities for the two countries 
to expand cooperation be-
yond government institu-
tions and established agen-
cies. Over 400 Indian space 
start-ups are now engaged 
in areas including rocket 
building, satellite building 
and space applications.

New Delhi, Sept 28 (GNS):     
Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 
said on Monday that India 
has navigated the recent 
supply-chain disruptions 
amid the geopolitical crises 
and maintained steady en-
ergy imports, reflecting the 
success of its energy diplo-
macy under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Addressing members 
of the Merchants’ Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
here, the minister said: “En-
ergy security today is not 
simply about securing sup-
plies; it is also about navigat-
ing conflicts, chokepoints, 
volatile prices and sudden 
disruptions while keeping 
the country and its economy 
on the move.”

“India has also been able 
to overcome these chal-
lenges because our energy 

sector, among others, had 
prepared well in advance. 
Over the past decade, we 
diversified crude sourcing 
from 27 to 41 countries, built 
5.33 MT of strategic reserves, 
raised refining capacity from 
215 to 267 MMTPA, and ex-
panded fuel outlets from 
about 52,000 to over 100,000 
and LPG import terminals 
from 11 to 22,” he said.

As a result, while many 
parts of the world faced 
energy emergencies and 

price shocks, Indian petrol 
pumps remained supplied, 
cylinders continued to reach 
households, and retail fuel 
prices remained contained, 
Puri added.

The minister said that the 
theme of the event “India’s 
Energy Security: Navigating 
Geopolitical Uncertainty” 
was particularly apt for a 
discussion with the stake-
holders, given the ongoing 
geopolitical crises the world 
is facing. He further pointed 
out that West Bengal’s en-
ergy potential can drive in-
dustry, investment, jobs and 
regional connectivity. With 
Rs 17,600 crore of oil and gas 
projects underway, the state 
is rapidly expanding its en-
ergy infrastructure.

The Haldia refinery has 
grown from 2.5 MMTPA in 
1975 to 8 MMTPA, process-
ing 8.5 MMT in FY 2025-26. 

New Delhi, Sept 28 (GNS):      
Union Minister J.P. Nadda on 
Monday hit out at Congress 
and the INDIA bloc, accusing 
them of lacking policies and 
vision and alleging that they 
were now devising new ways 
to spread confusion and an-
archy across the country. 
Speaking to reporters, Nadda 
said that while 140 crore In-
dians were working tirelessly 
to realise the vision of a de-
veloped India and the coun-
try’s reputation was growing 
globally, Congress and the 
INDIA bloc were frustrated 
with the country’s progress.

“Today, when 140 crore In-
dians are proving the resolve 
of a developed India through 
their tireless hard work, and 
India’s fame is echoing on the 
global stage, unfortunately, 
Congress and the entire IN-
DIA bloc are frustrated and 
hopeless seeing this progress 

of the country,” he said. Nad-
da claimed that allegations 
made by the Opposition had 
repeatedly been countered 
by facts. “All the fabricated 
allegations of the Opposi-
tion have been repeatedly 
shattered on the touchstone 
of facts. From the Election 
Commission to the highest 
courts of the country, the air 
has been blown out of every 
single one of their lies,” he 
said. He alleged that the Op-
position was attempting to 
create confusion in the coun-

try in the absence of policies 
and a clear vision.

“When they lack policies 
and vision, they now plot new 
schemes to spread confu-
sion and anarchy across the 
country. We all saw a few days 
ago how an uproar was cre-
ated across the nation over 
a fabricated piece of news,” 
Nadda said. Referring to the 
ongoing political controver-
sy surrounding the Election 
Commission, he accused the 
Opposition of attempting to 
undermine constitutional 
institutions. “Now, when all 
members of the Election 
Commission exposed every 
lie they levelled, they are try-
ing to ruin the atmosphere 
anew from scratch. Rahul 
Gandhi, listen with open 
ears: repeating a lie a hun-
dred times does not make it 
the truth, nor does the truth 
get defeated,” he said. 

Kolkata, Sept 28 (GNS):      
Union Minister for Coal 
and Mines G. Kishan 
Reddy said on Monday 
that there was no short-
age of coal in the country 
despite the higher de-
mand for thermal power 
due to lower hydropower 
generation and some 
monsoon-linked disrup-
tions in mining.

The minister said the 
temporary disruptions 
should not be seen as a 
coal shortage and ob-
served that the overall sit-
uation was normal. Suffi-
cient coal is being moved 
to the power plants both 
by road and rail, he said 
in answer to a question.

Reddy said thermal 
power demand had in-
creased by around 12-15 
per cent as hydropower 
generation had come 

down due to the weaker 
monsoon while the rains 
had also impacted coal 
mining operations.

“The situation is nor-
mal. There is no tension,” 
he remarked.

Speaking on the side-
lines of the Angul Alu-
minium Roadshow here 
organised by the busi-
ness chamber Assocham, 
Reddy also alleged that 
West Bengal’s coal indus-
try suffered under “Jungle 
Raj” and mafia control 
for years, and that the 
Central government is 
pushing reforms to bring 
transparency and in-
crease state revenues.

The minister is under-
taking a comprehensive 
two-day review of gov-
ernment-owned mining 
giant Coal India Limited’s 
operations, project prog-

New Delhi, Sept 28 (GNS):   
The Supreme Court on 
Monday dismissed a plea 
challenging a Calcutta 
High Court order that had 
upheld an arbitral award of 
Rs. 14.49 crore, along with 
12 per cent annual inter-
est and Rs. 50 lakh in costs, 
in favour of former Indian 
cricketer Sourav Ganguly, 
in a dispute over his Player 
Representation Agreement 
(PRA). A Bench of Chief 
Justice of India, Surya 
Kant and Justices Joymalya 
Bagchi and V. Mohana dis-
missed the Special Leave 
Petition (SLP) filed by Per-
cept Talent Management 
Ltd and Percept D’Mark 
(India) Pvt Ltd against the 
judgment of the Calcutta 
High Court.

In a judgment passed 
on April 16, 2026, the High 
Court had dismissed the 

appeal filed by the Per-
cept entities under Section 
37 of the Arbitration and 
Conciliation Act, 1996, and 
refused to interfere with 
the arbitral award grant-
ing Ganguly Rs 14.49 crore, 
along with interest at 12 
per cent per annum from 
November 21, 2007 till the 
date of the award and fur-
ther interest at the same 
rate thereafter till realisa-
tion. The arbitral tribunal 
had also awarded Rs 50 
lakh towards costs.

Ujjain, Sept 28 (GNS): Ten-
sion prevailed in Ujjain 
on Monday after protests 
erupted over the proposed 
demolition of a portion of 
the historic 600-year-old 
Shahi Masjid as part of 
a road-widening project 
linked to the 2028 Simhast-
ha Kumbh.

Local Muslims gathered at 
the mosque and stayed over-
night to oppose the demoli-
tion despite the deployment 

of police and bulldozers. On 
Monday morning, clashes 
broke out between protest-
ers and police, with stones 
being pelted at security per-
sonnel and tear gas shells 
fired to disperse the crowd. 
During the operation, mem-
bers of the mosque commit-
tee began voluntarily remov-
ing a portion of the structure 
protruding towards the road. 
The section, measuring 
around nine feet by four feet, 

was subsequently covered 
with a green net as tensions 
continued in the area.

The Madhya Pradesh High 
Court had earlier rejected 
two petitions challenging the 
demolition notice, observ-
ing that the administrative 
action fell within the appli-
cable legal provisions and 
that traffic management was 
required in view of the large 
number of devotees expect-
ed during the religious event.

Police said Crime Branch 
station in-charge Pushpa 
Panchal sustained a hand 
injury during the operation 
and received first aid. An 
FIR was registered against 10 
people, including five social 
media influencers, for alleg-
edly disturbing the peace, 
and some accused were re-
portedly arrested. Additional 
police forces were deployed 
and movement in nearby 
lanes was restricted.

New Delhi, Sept 28 (GNS): 
The Supreme Court Col-
legium on Monday recom-
mended the elevation of 
Gujarat High Court Chief 
Justice Sunita Agarwal, Del-
hi High Court Chief Justice 
Devendra Kumar Upad-
hyaya, and Telangana High 
Court Chief Justice Aparesh 
Kumar Singh as judges of 
the apex court.

“The Supreme Court Col-
legium in its meeting held 
on 28th September, 2026 
has recommended eleva-
tion of the following Chief 
Justices of the High Courts 
as Judges in the Supreme 
Court: (i) Mrs. Justice Sunita 
Agarwal, Chief Justice, High 
Court of Gujarat (PHC: Al-
lahabad) (ii) Mr. Justice De-
vendra Kumar Upadhyaya, 
Chief Justice, High Court of 

Delhi (PHC: Allahabad) (iii) 
Mr. Justice Aparesh Kumar 
Singh, Chief Justice, High 
Court for the State of Telan-
gana (PHC: Jharkhand),” 
read the SC Collegium’s 
statement published on the 
apex court’s official website.

Born on April 30, 1966, 
Justice Agarwal was initially 
appointed as a judge of the 
Allahabad High Court on No-
vember 21, 2011. She became 
Chief Justice of the Gujarat 

High Court on July 23, 2023.
Born on June 16, 1965, 

Justice Upadhyaya was ap-
pointed as a puisne Judge 
of the Allahabad High Court 
on November 21, 2011 and 
became a permanent Judge 
on August 6, 2013. He be-
came the Senior Judge of the 
Lucknow Bench of the Alla-
habad High Court on March 
28, 2023. Justice Upadhyaya 
was appointed Chief Justice 
of the Bombay High Court 

and took the oath on July 29, 
2023. He was subsequently 
transferred as Chief Justice 
of the Delhi High Court and 
took the oath of office on 
January 21, 2025.

Born on July 7, 1965, Jus-
tice Singh was appointed as 
an Additional Judge of the 
Jharkhand High Court on 
January 24, 2012 and was 
confirmed as a Permanent 
Judge on January 16, 2014. 
Justice Singh served as 
Acting Chief Justice of the 
Jharkhand High Court from 
December 20, 2022, to Feb-
ruary 19, 2023. He took the 
oath as Chief Justice of the 
Tripura High Court on April 
17, 2023, and was subse-
quently transferred as Chief 
Justice of the Telangana 
High Court, where he took 
the oath on July 19, 2025.
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The recent AI wave has changed the development, growth patterns and applica-

tion of research in almost all scientific disciplines. However, the associations 

with AI vary from discipline to discipline. The 2024 Nobel Prize in chemistry, 

for example, was awarded for the revolutionary AI-assisted breakthroughs in the un-

derstanding and design of protein structures, although the research in technology that 

forms the basis for AI development is generally acknowledged as physics research. 

AI can also have a similar impact on healthcare, improving the development of new 

treatments and diagnosis or transforming care systems.

Although the majority of the disciplines have a one-way association with AI, either 

improving AI technology or being enriched by AI, the subject "statistics" is quite dif-

ferent. Because of its very nature, statistics, including data science, influence and is 

influenced by AI. In fact, statistics can have an even more important role in the de-

velopment of AI than the reverse. Since the rise of "data science" in the 21st century, 

largely from computer science, the area of statistics has undergone a dramatic trans-

formation. The recent wave of generative AI has shocked the system, presenting new 

challenges to the statistical community. How does statistics, the subject, relate to the 

emerging analytics landscape?

Yes, traditional statistics had difficulty handling millions or billions of data points 

as the internet and social media transformed data into "big data" in the past decades. 

To tackle big data challenges, the development of new statistical methods, the im-

provement of simulations, the automation of analysis and the promotion of causal 

and applied statistical research, AI has helped the development of statistics. In fact, AI 

is orchestrating the value addition of statistical methods from anomaly detection in 

financial data to customer classification in marketing to personalised recommenda-

tions in product development.

While AI accelerates and expands statistical analyses, it is statistics, the subject, that 

maintains AI as trustworthy, understandable, and data-driven. In their 2021 paper "Is 

there a role for statistics in artificial intelligence?" published in the journal Advances 

in Data Analysis and Classification, Sarah Friedrich and her co-authors argue that sta-

tistical learning provides the rigour and discipline needed to develop trustworthy AI 

systems. Basic statistical techniques such as cross-validation, hypothesis testing and 

uncertainty quantification remain essential to understanding what an AI system is do-

ing and why, from model selection to evaluating model performance.

And, thus, statistics is essentially the foundation of modern AI. Interestingly, Kim 

Martineau wrote on the "Top 10 Ideas in Statistics That Have Powered the AI Revolu-

tion" for Columbia News in 2021. The first two in the list were Hirotugu Akaike's 1973 

idea of AIC (Akaike Information Criterion), which judges the fit of a model based on its 

projected predictive accuracy, and John Tukey's 1977 book Exploratory Data Analysis, 

which is thought to have inspired developments in network analysis, software, and 

theoretical frameworks that combine confirmation, criticism, and discovery.

Combining statistics with AI systems can increase their efficiency by minimising the 

number of errors and accelerating the prediction process. In this way, it can improve 

the decision-making process by shedding light on the data and giving the machine the 

capability to make predictions from the data. Statistics helps in the identification and 

reduction of bias and the detection of specific insignificant patterns, data points, and 

summaries of measures.

Artificial intelligence is the act of transforming large amounts of raw data into useful 

information. Statistical methods offer the required analytical skills for this. Therefore, 

if AI is the engine, statistics is the physics that drives it. "The big tent of statistics has 

grown massively bigger, with the role of statisticians in this new and evolving world 

requiring adaptation," as stated in the American Statistical Association's 2023 State-

ment on The Function of Statistics in Data Science and Artificial Intelligence. It added, 

"The boundaries between statistical and computational methods have become more 

blurred, given the advances in ML and deep learning algorithms, which often require 

a deep understanding of both statistical theory and computer science."

The explanation of complex algorithms also needs knowledge of statistics. The AI 

models, whether neural networks or ensemble models, become more complex and 

advanced, but they also become less interpretable. In this scenario, statistics offers 

an explainability tool that allows users to test assumptions, validate findings, and 

decide not to put blind faith in "black box" predictions. Indeed, AI expert Sam Bobo 

termed AI as "Probability and Statistics" in a 2023 essay on Medium. Let's explore 

how statistics guides AI.

Consider YouTube and Netflix recommendations. The system employs probability 

to analyse your viewing history. Based on similar behaviour, it predicts your chances 

of enjoying a movie. Statistical models estimate predicted preferences by comparing 

millions of people. Online shopping recommendations follow the same pattern. Self-

driving cars' noisy data from sensors is cleaned up by statistical processing. AI systems 

calculate the probability of a target being a shadow or a pedestrian. As a result, deci-

sions (brake, turn, slow down) are made according to risk probabilities, not certainties. 

AI models are trained on thousands of past cases for medical diagnosis. They estimate 

the probability of a disease given images or symptoms. To decide if they should trust 

the AI's suggestion, doctors use statistical metrics. AI is applied in email spam filters 

to estimate the probability of an email being spam based on the sender's behaviour, 

language, and links. Your face is matched with stored information by the AI in facial 

recognition and phone unlocking. And so on. Thus, AI can learn from data, deal with 

uncertainty, make predictions, and evaluate decisions in real-world applications like 

security, entertainment, healthcare, and transportation through statistics.

At a conference in 2017, Google AI researcher Ali Rahimi received a standing ovation 

for stating that much of what was being done in AI at the time was "alchemy", which 

means that developers had no way of knowing which algorithms would work and 

which would not, or which architecture of AI was better than another. In other words, 

AI lacks a basis for inference - a solid foundation upon which to build predictions and 

decisions - if statistics are not applied properly. In short, the connection between AI 

and statistics is mutual: AI is based on statistics, and through extensive applications, 

AI promises the advancement and modernisation of statistics.

As AI systems become more widely used, statisticians are expected to play a great-

er role in ensuring that models are reliable, transparent and accountable. Statistical 

methods can help assess model accuracy, quantify uncertainty, identify bias and dis-

tinguish meaningful patterns from random variations, making AI outputs more useful 

for researchers and decision-makers.

At the same time, the growing scale and complexity of AI are pushing statistics to-

wards new areas of research, including high-dimensional data, automated inference 

and machine learning. The closer integration of statistical theory with computing and 

AI could therefore reshape both disciplines, enabling more robust models while ex-

panding the role of statistics in emerging data-driven applications.

Why statistics matters in AI 
and their mutual connect

Anil Anand

Two decades in poli-
tics is not a small 
period. Though 

the learning curve never 
seizes to exist but the time 
comes in the life of a po-
litical leader to give a real 
account of his or herself 
and accordingly take tough 
decisions. Such a situation 
cannot be allowed to linger 
on for ever in view of the 
dynamically changing po-
litical situation.

Ironically, after two de-
cades of active politics and 
in between an unsuccess-
ful bid as president of In-
dia’s oldest political party, 
Indian National Congress, 
Rahul Gandhi is still find-
ing himself in crossroads. 
Which way to go and which 
road to take, he seems to 
be stuck in a dilemma.

He has allowed himself 
to be the de facto chief of 
the party and at the same 
time his close aides take 
pains to deflect this situ-
ation by painstakingly re-
minding the country that 
Mallikarjun Kharge is the 
full-fledged elected presi-
dent of the party. There is 
no denying this fact but the 
ground realities point to-
wards a different direction.

Kharge has been the 
Congress president for over 
three years after defeat-
ing Shashi Tharoor, with 
the full support of Gandhi 
and his family. Everyone 
knows that Kharge’s candi-
dature was openly backed 
by Sonia Gandhi that had 
set the course for the poll 
outcome. Ever since Tha-
roor, being suspect in the 
eyes of the Gandhi-camp 
backers, has acquired the 
status of a rebel while Mr 

Gandhi remains a de fac-
to boss calling the shot. 
Whatever Gandhi did dur-
ing the last three years (Mr 
Kharge’s tenure) naturally 
has his stamp, and what-
ever he did not do also has 
his stamp. The “not doing” 
part pertains to indecisive-
ness- be it taking over the 
mantle as Congress presi-
dent, bringing far-reaching 
organizational changes 
or implementing his own 
words expressed from time 
to time. He has to take 
equal credit or blame for 
decisions taken or not.

Solo acts without the 
backing of a solid organi-
zation will not take you 
any far Mr Gandhi. Nor will 
closing your eyes from re-
juvenating the Congress.

This prolonged paradox 
has now started manifest-
ing dangerously and is des-
perately awaiting a rescue 
act. On the contrary, the 
situation has become more 
serious with the positive 
impact generated by Mr 
Gandhi’s strenuous Bharat 

Jodo Yatras (BJYs) almost 
on the verge of evapora-
tion. In the absence of a 
follow up plan and failure 
of the deeply divided party 
units from AICC down to 
the states and Union Ter-
ritories levels failing to ef-
fectively take Mr Gandhi’s 
message to the grassroots 
levels, the historic event is 
slipping into oblivion.

The BJP sleeper-cells are 
merrily running PCCs of 
many of the states and UTs.

If it reflects Mr Gandhi’s 
shortcomings, it is also an 
abject failure of his sup-
port team who work in 
close proximity with him 
in either sustaining on 
ground the aftermath of 
such gigantic programmes, 
or tendering an impact-
ful advice to him. The oft-
repeated complaint in the 
AICC circles and a ques-
tion often being asked in 
public is; “Who are Mr 
Gandhi’s advisors”. No one 
knows the answer.

Yet another common 
refrain is his and his AICC 

team’s, particularly the 
general secretary (organi-
zation), K C Venugopal, in-
accessibility to party lead-
ers and rank and file. Leave 
aside the public at large. 
This is a jarring situation 
which none other than Mr 
Gandhi himself can tackle. 
He has to set a new model, 
through personal example, 
to be followed by others 
down below. He has a mul-
tifaceted personality with a 
strong knowledge bank but 
most of the time he misses 
the point of primarily be-
ing a leading political light 
which entails leading from 
the front with personal 
example. His fight for the 
marginalized sections of 
the society is commend-
able which has also been 
his quest to bring the core 
support base back to the 
Congress. A missing bal-
anced approach, caring 
for all and antagonizing 
none, has led to this quest 
though creating a buzz but 
no accruing any electoral 
benefits. This is something 
Mr Gandhi must sit and 
mull over.

The political situation 
in the country is dynamic 
and changing fast with 
serious questions being 
raised about thinking, 
policies and planning of 
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment. More impor-
tantly, the handling of 
the social fabric of the 
society. The unfortunate 
episode involving Swami 
Avimuktesh-warananda ji, 
Shankaracharya of Jyotish 
Peeth, at Prayagraj Magh 
Mela, who sat on dharna 
protesting against being 
insulted by the administra-
tion with no word of pacifi-

cation coming either from 
Prime Minister Mr Modi or 
UP chief minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath, has added a new 
grist to the political whirl-
wind. This is a serious de-
velopment which Congress 
cannot ignore particularly 
in the face of the aggres-
sive Hindutava agenda of 
Mr Modi and the Shanka-
racharya questioning the 
veracity of the same.

Unfortunately, the Con-
gress does not seem pre-
pared to act in consonance 
or preferably remain a step 
ahead of the situation, with 
these fast-paced develop-
ments. In contrast, BJP and 
Modi government’s fire-
fighting techniques are 
ever ready and re-discover-
ing at a fast pace to repeat-
edly turn the table.

The Congress and Mr 
Gandhi must shun leth-
argy if he has to remain 
in the game. Well, there 
are misdemeanours of the 
ruling dispensation such 
as Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of the electoral 
rolls and various other 
measures that tilt the bal-
ance in its favour thereby 
preventing a level playing 
field, and Mr Gandhi’s fight 
on this front is laudable, 
but nothing will succeed 
without setting his house 
in order. He cannot be seen 
as fighting as a loner but a 
leader leading the strong 
pack which he must de-
velop speedily.

Firstly, he must clear his 
mind whether he wishes 
to perpetuate the current 
de facto model of Congress 
leadership, intends lead-
ing from the front, or is 
prepared to give chance to 
someone else.

Rahul Gandhi Two decades in the political maze

The Intertemporal Balance Anchoring 
the Present, Engineering the Future

Akshit Baru

In the lexicon of political 
economy, election-year 
budgets are almost in-

variably associated with the 
“political business cycle”-a 
phenomenon where in-
cumbents ramp up popu-
list spending to secure 
immediate electoral divi-
dends. However, the Union 
Budget 2026-27 defies this 
theoretical inevitability. In 
a landscape often dictated 
by short-term electoral 
arithmetic, particularly 
with polls looming in states 
like Tamil Nadu and West 
Bengal, the Government 
has exercised a rare form of 
“strategic restraint.” Instead 
of succumbing to the temp-
tation of fiscal profligacy, 
this budget signals a deci-
sive shift towards structural 
rigidity and long-term as-
set creation. It is a textbook 
example of prioritizing in-
tertemporal efficiency over 
immediate gratification.

This commitment to 
macroeconomic stability 
is most empirically evident 
in the fiscal consolidation 
trajectory. From a high of 
9.2% in the pandemic-hit 
year of 2020-21, the fiscal 
deficit has seen a steady, 
disciplined compression to 
4.4% in 2025-26 (RE), and is 
projected to decline further 
to 4.3% for 2026-27. What is 
even more noteworthy for a 
normal citizen is the quality 
of this deficit financing. The 
reliance on external financ-
ing has been aggressively 
curtailed-dropping from 
Rs 47,271 crore in 2024-25 
to Rs 20,462 crore in 2025-
26, with a further reduc-

tion to just Rs 15,385 crore 
projected for 2026-27. This 
sharp reduction in external 
debt exposure significantly 
lowers India’s sovereign risk 
premium and insulates the 
domestic economy from 
global currency volatility, a 
crucial buffer in an uncer-
tain geopolitical climate.

However, this fiscal pru-
dence has not translated 
into austerity. On the con-
trary, the Government has 
doubled down on its role as 
the primary driver of capi-
tal formation. The Effective 
Capital Expenditure has 
witnessed a robust expan-
sion, rising from Rs 13.2 
lakh crore (2024-25 Actuals) 
to Rs 14.0 lakh crore (2025-
26 RE), and is budgeted to 
jump by a massive 22% to 
Rs 17.1 lakh crore in 2026-
27. As a percentage of GDP, 
this represents a significant 
structural shift, moving 
from 3.9% in the revised es-
timates of the current year 
to 4.4% in the coming fiscal. 
By sustaining such high lev-
els of public investment, the 
Government is essentially 

keeping the fiscal impulse 
positive, aiming to trigger 
a high multiplier effect that 
crowds in private corporate 
capex.

This massive capex push 
is strategically directed 
towards enhancing con-
nectivity, with the an-
nouncement of seven new 
high-speed rail corridors, 
including Mumbai-Pune 
and Delhi-Varanasi. This 
reinforces a “Velocity as 
Strategy” approach, turning 
transport infrastructure into 
economic corridors that 
reduce logistics costs and 
integrate regional markets. 
Simultaneously, the budget 
pivots from physical capital 
to human capital deepen-
ing, acknowledging that the 
demographic dividend is a 
time-bound opportunity. 
This is vividly reflected in 
the exponential increase in 
the allocation for the PM In-
ternship Scheme, which has 
surged from Rs 526 crore 
(RE 2025-26) to a stagger-
ing Rs 4,788 crore for 2026-
27. This suggests a policy 
shift from mere “skilling” to 

“employability,” directly in-
tegrating the youth into the 
workforce through on-the-
job training. Complement-
ing this are initiatives like 
setting up AVGC Content 
Creator Labs in 15,000 sec-
ondary schools and 5 Uni-
versity Townships, investing 
directly in the capabilities of 
the future workforce.

The budget also dem-
onstrates a sophisticated 
understanding of modern 
production functions, ef-
fectively pivoting towards 
Industry 5.0 where human-
centric innovation meets 
advanced technology. It 
harmonizes high-tech am-
bitions- through the India 
Semiconductor Mission 
(ISM) 2.0-with the soft pow-
er of the “Orange Economy” 
(creative industries). This 
recognition that creative 
output is as much a pil-
lar of a modern nation as 
manufacturing is refresh-
ing. Complementing this 
are significant customs re-
forms, such as removing 
the value cap of Rs 10 lakh 
per consignment on cou-

rier exports, which directly 
eases the friction for Indian 
businesses integrating into 
global trade.

This focus on the pro-
ductive sectors extends to 
the “missing middle” of the 
economy-the MSMEs. The 
budget addresses their li-
quidity constraints not just 
through policy rhetoric but 
through hard cash. The allo-
cation for the Fund of Funds 
(MSME) has been more 
than doubled, rising from 
Rs 900 crore to Rs 1,900 
crore. Additionally, the bud-
get allocates a dedicated Rs 
10,000 crore SME Growth 
Fund. This capital infusion, 
combined with the health 
of the banking sector-where 
Net Non-Performing As-
sets (NNPAs) have touched 
a multi-decade low of 
0.5%-ensures that the credit 
channels are unclogged and 
ready to support expansion. 
The cleanup of the banking 
balance sheets over the last 
decade has now created a 
“clean slate” for a new credit 
cycle, essential for fueling 
private investment.

Structurally, the budget 
also attempts to insulate 
the rural economy from 
agrarian distress by linking 
it to high-value industrial 
chains. The announcement 
of rare earth mining projects 
in Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, 
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu is a 
strategic masterstroke. It di-
versifies rural employment 
away from agriculture into 
high-skilled extractive and 
processing industries, inte-
grating these coastal states 
into the global critical min-
eral supply chain.
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CII urges Centre to fast-track privatisation of PSUs

India’s rice exports jump 19.4 pc after curbs lifted India, Russia cement business ties at Moscow conference

New Delhi, Sept 28 (GNS):     
Apex business chamber 
CII, in its proposals for the 
Union Budget 2026–27, has 
urged the Central govern-
ment to mobilise resources 
through a calibrated ap-
proach to privatisation to 
unlock the value of public 
sector enterprises.

Chandrajit Banerjee, Di-
rector General, CII, said, 
“India’s growth story is in-
creasingly being powered by 
private enterprise and in-
novation. A forward-looking 
privatisation policy, aligned 
with the vision of Viksit 
Bharat, will enable the gov-
ernment to focus on its core 
functions while empower-
ing the private sector to ac-
celerate industrial transfor-
mation and job creation.”

Against this backdrop, 
CII has called for accelerat-

ing the implementation of 
the Government’s Strategic 
Disinvestment Policy, which 
envisions an exit from all 
Public Sector Enterprises 
(PSEs) in non-strategic sec-
tors and a minimal pres-
ence in strategic ones. To 
strengthen and expedite the 
privatisation programme, 
CII has outlined a four-
pronged comprehensive 
strategy. First, CII recom-
mends a shift to a demand-
based approach in selecting 
PSEs for privatisation. Pres-
ently, the government iden-
tifies specific enterprises 
for sale and subsequently 
invites investor interest. 
However, when sufficient 
demand or valuation is not 
achieved, the process often 
stalls. CII suggests reversing 
this sequence by first gaug-
ing investor interest across 

a broader set of enterprises 
and then prioritising those 
that attract stronger interest 
and meet valuation expec-
tations. Such an approach, 
CII believes, would ensure 
smoother execution and 
better price discovery.

Second, to provide in-
vestors greater clarity and 
planning time, CII recom-
mends that the government 
announce a rolling three-
year privatisation pipeline, 
outlining which enterprises 
are likely to be taken up for 
privatisation during this 
period. This visibility would 
encourage deeper investor 
engagement and more re-
alistic valuation and price 
discovery. Third, an insti-
tutional framework can 
strengthen oversight, ac-
countability, and investor 
confidence, making privati-

sation predictable and pro-
fessionally managed. CII has 
recommended a dedicated 
body with a Ministerial 
Board for strategic guidance, 
an Advisory Board of indus-
try and legal experts for in-
dependent benchmarking, 
and a professional manage-
ment team to handle execu-
tion, due diligence, market 
engagement, and regulatory 
coordination.

Besides, CII has recom-
mended a calibrated disin-
vestment approach com-
bined with a three-year 
roadmap, as an interim 
measure. The government 
could reduce its stake in 
listed PSEs in a phased man-
ner to 51 per cent initially, 
allowing it to remain the sin-
gle largest shareholder while 
releasing significant value 
into the market. Over time, 

this stake could be brought 
down further to between 33 
and 26 per cent. According 
to CII, reducing the govern-
ment’s stake to 51 per cent in 
78 listed PSEs could unlock 
close to Rs 10 lakh crore. 

In the first two years of 
the roadmap, the disinvest-
ment strategy could target 
55 PSEs where the govern-
ment holds 75 per cent or 
less, mobilising around Rs. 
4.6 lakh crore. In the sub-
sequent stage, 23 PSEs with 
higher government stakes 
(over 75 per cent) could 
be disinvested, potentially 
bringing in Rs 5.4 lakh crore.

These measures can en-
hance investor confidence, 
ensure predictable and 
transparent processes, and 
maximise value realisa-
tion for the government. 
By focusing on governance, 

regulation, and enabling 
infrastructure while allow-
ing competitive markets to 
drive efficiency, strategic 
privatisation can unlock 
public resources for high-
impact areas such as health, 
education, and green infra-
structure, while retaining 
minimal presence in stra-
tegic sectors, supporting 
a self-reliant and globally 
competitive economy.

CII said a predictable pri-
vatisation framework would 
also help deepen capital 
markets by creating more 
investment opportunities 
for domestic and global in-
vestors. It noted that greater 
transparency in the selec-
tion and sale of public sec-
tor enterprises would im-
prove price discovery and 
reduce delays in the disin-
vestment process.

New Delhi, Sept 28 (GNS):         
India’s rice exports rose sharp-
ly by 19.4 per cent last year to 
reach the second-highest lev-
el on record, after the govern-
ment lifted all export curbs. 
The removal of restrictions 
made Indian rice more com-
petitive in global markets and 
helped the country strength-
en its position as the world’s 
largest exporter of the staple 
grain, as per reports.

The strong return of Indian 
rice to international markets 
led to a steady flow of sup-
plies, which in turn reduced 
exports from rival producers 
such as Thailand and Viet-
nam. This surge in availabil-
ity pushed rice prices in Asia 
to their lowest levels in nearly 
a decade. Lower prices have 
brought relief to poorer con-
sumers, especially in Africa 

and other importing regions 
that depend heavily on af-
fordable rice supplies.

India’s growing role in the 
global rice trade is also re-
flected in its push towards 
value-added and nutrition-
focused exports. In a recent 
example, the Agricultural 
and Processed Food Products 
Export Development Author-
ity (APEDA) facilitated the 
export of 20 metric tonnes of 
fortified rice from Chhattis-
garh to Papua New Guinea. 
The consignment marked 
another step in India’s efforts 
to diversify its agricultural 
exports and expand its foot-
print in overseas markets.

Fortified rice is produced 
by blending rice flour with 
essential micronutrients 
such as iron, folic acid and 
vitamin B12. This blend is 

processed to resemble regu-
lar rice grains and then mixed 
with ordinary rice to improve 
its nutritional value.

Officials said such exports 
highlight India’s technologi-
cal capabilities in food forti-
fication and its contribution 
to global food and nutritional 
security. Chhattisgarh has 
emerged as an important 
contributor to India’s rice ex-
ports, with consistent efforts 
to support farmers, millers 
and exporters. The success-
ful shipment to Papua New 
Guinea underlines the state’s 
growing role in nutrition-
oriented food supplies and 
aligns with India’s broader 
ambition to be seen as a re-
liable supplier of safe, high-
quality and value-added ag-
ricultural products. APEDA 
officials said the authority 

continues to focus on quality 
assurance, capacity building 
and market linkages to fur-
ther strengthen India’s stand-
ing in global agri-trade.

The rise in exports comes 
as India seeks to consolidate 
its position across major in-
ternational rice markets by 
offering competitive prices 
and ensuring regular sup-
plies. Increased availabil-
ity from India has also given 
import-dependent countries 
greater access to afford-
able food grains amid con-
cerns over food security and 
global commodity prices.
Industry stakeholders said 
the removal of export restric-
tions has provided greater 
predictability to traders and 
exporters, enabling them to 
plan procurement and ship-
ments more effectively. 

New Delhi, Sept 28 (GNS):     
Russia–India Business Dia-
logue held in Moscow, at-
tended by over 1,250 par-
ticipants, observed that the 
development of Russia–In-
dia cooperation and imple-
mentation of joint business 
projects will continue at 
major international plat-
forms, including the St. Pe-
tersburg International Eco-
nomic Forum, scheduled to 
take place from June 3 to 6. 
The Dialogue was organised 
by the Indian Business Alli-
ance, the Business Council 
for Cooperation with India, 
the Moscow government, 
and the Roscongress Foun-
dation. During the plenary 
session, participants dis-
cussed the main directions 
of Russia–India coopera-
tion, including the reso-

lution of trade issues and 
identification of new oppor-
tunities to balance bilateral 
trade, according to an ar-
ticle in Modern Diplomacy.

The issue of ensuring 
logistics and financial re-
silience, development of 
industrial cooperation and 
import substitution, and 
partnership in energy, tech-
nology, and innovation also 
came up for discussion.

Moscow government 
Minister and the head of the 
city's Department for Ex-
ternal Economic and Inter-
national Relations, Sergey 
Cheremin, highlighted the 
steady growth of business 
activity and the practical 
orientation of Russia–India 
cooperation. "Russia–In-
dia contacts demonstrate 
confident momentum—

more than 50 joint business 
events have taken place 
over the past year. Today, 
the focus is on the localisa-
tion of Indian businesses 
in Russia, the development 
of industrial cooperation, 
pharmaceuticals, electron-
ics, and creative industries, 
as well as growth in mutual 
investments and high-tech 
product supplies," he said, 
as per the article.

Indian Business Alliance 
(IBA) President Sammy Kot-
wani emphasised the practi-
cal nature of Indian compa-
nies' interest in cooperation 
with Russia. "The event re-
flects a new stage of strate-
gic partnership between our 
countries—practical, re-
gionally focused, and aimed 
at implementing concrete 
projects. More than 1,250 

registered participants and 
the active involvement of 
Russian regions.

 confirm the high level of 
trust and interest in long-
term cooperation," he said.

In his address at the ple-
nary session, Roscongress 
Foundation's Deputy Direc-
tor and the St. Petersburg 
International Economic Fo-
rum Director, Alexey Valkov, 
underlined SPIEF's impor-
tance as a key international 
platform for practical co-
operation: "India is a con-
stant and key participant 
in Roscongress Foundation 
events. We consistently de-
velop Russia–India dialogue 
not only at events held in 
Russia, but also through in-
ternational outreach initia-
tives of the Foundation," he 
added. 

Government committed to cyber security and 
privacy of citizens in India’s digital ecosystem

Energy transition must become a mass movement driven 
by equity and inclusion: Union Minister Pralhad Joshi

New Delhi, Sept 28 (GNS):     
Union Minister for New 
and Renewable Energy Shri 
Pralhad Joshi today deliv-
ered India’s national state-
ment at the  16th Assembly 
of the International Renew-
able Energy Agency (IRE-
NA) in Abu Dhabi, United 
Arab Emirates, reaffirming 
India’s strong commitment 
to a just, equitable, afford-
able and sustainable global 
energy transition. 

Addressing the Assembly, 
the Union Minister stated 
that India’s approach to en-
ergy transition is guided by 
the principle of Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam- One Earth, 
One Family, One Future, 
and a long-term vision an-

chored in equity, inclusiv-
ity and policy stability. He 
reiterated India’s commit-
ment to achieving 500 GW 
of non-fossil fuel installed 
power capacity by 2030 and 
Net Zero emissions by 2070.

Highlighting a major 
milestone, Shri Joshi in-
formed that India has al-

ready achieved 50 per cent 
of its installed electric-
ity capacity from non-fossil 
fuel sources in 2025, five 
years ahead of its Nation-
ally Determined Contribu-
tion (NDC) target under 
the Paris Agreement. India’s 
non fossil fuel energy ca-
pacity has crossed 266 GW, 

placing the country among 
global leaders in renewable 
energy deployment.

The Union Minister un-
derlined that as one of the 
world’s fastest-growing ma-
jor energy markets, India 
is prioritising reliable and 
resilient power systems 
through accelerated de-
ployment of energy storage 
solutions, grid modernisa-
tion, development of Green 
Energy Corridors and in-
novative bidding mecha-
nisms such as hybrid and 
round-the-clock renewable 
energy projects. He also 
highlighted India’s efforts 
to strengthen clean energy 
supply chains and expand 
domestic manufacturing 

across solar, wind, batter-
ies and electrolysers, con-
tributing to both national 
self-reliance and diversified 
global supply chains.

Emphasising the people-
centric nature of India’s en-
ergy transition, the Union 
Minister highlighted flag-
ship programmes aimed 
at empowering households 
and farmers. Under the 
PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli 
Yojana, around 2.5 million 
households have benefit-
ted from rooftop solar in-
stallations in less than two 
years, with a target to cover 
10 million households 
by March 2027. Under 
the PM-KUSUM scheme, 
about 2.17 million farmers 

have benefitted through 
replacement of diesel 
pumps and solarisation of 
agricultural feeders. The 
Union Minister noted that 
the global energy transi-
tion will require unprec-
edented investment and 
cooperation. India alone is 
expected to require around 
USD 300 billion by 2030, 
creating significant oppor-
tunities across renewable 
generation, storage, green 
hydrogen.

, grids and manufactur-
ing. With stable policies 
and transparent markets, 
he said, India continues to 
remain one of the most at-
tractive destinations for 
clean energy investment.

New Delhi, Sept 28 (GNS):     
The Government of In-
dia is continuously taking 
steps to ensure the safety 
and security of users and 
to protect their personal 
data in the rapidly evolv-
ing digital ecosystem. It re-
mains firmly committed to 
strengthening cybersecu-
rity and safeguarding the 
privacy of citizens.

Mobile security is a criti-
cal aspect as smartphones 
are increasingly used for 
financial transactions, de-
livery of public services, 
and storage of sensitive 
personal information. 
With over a billion mo-
bile users in the country, 
smartphones today hold 

vast amounts of personal 
and financial data, making 
them attractive targets for 
cybercriminals. Any com-
promise of mobile security 
can lead to identity theft, 
financial losses, privacy 
violations, and unauthor-
ized access to sensitive in-
formation such as banking 
details, photographs, and 
login credentials. For busi-
nesses as well, unsecured 
mobile devices pose signif-
icant risks, including data 
breaches and operational 
disruptions. In this con-
text, a structured process 
of stakeholder consulta-
tions is going on to develop 
an appropriate and robust 
regulatory framework for 

mobile security. These 
consultations are part of 
the Ministry’s regular and 
ongoing engagement with 
industry on safety and se-
curity standards.

MeitY routinely con-
ducts consultations on 
various aspects such as 
safety compliance, electro-
magnetic interference and 
compatibility (EMI/EMC) 
parameters, Indian lan-
guage support, interface 
requirements, and security 
standards. 

Following stakeholder 
consultations, detailed 
discussions are held with 
industry on different di-
mensions of security re-
quirements. 

The Government re-
mains committed to work-
ing closely with industry 
stakeholders and address-
ing their concerns in a 
constructive manner. Ac-
cordingly, MeitY has been 
engaging with industry 
representatives to bet-
ter understand technical 
challenges, compliance 
burdens, and international 
best practices adopted by 
smartphone manufactur-
ers. The Ministry reiterates 
that all legitimate concerns 
raised by the industry will 
be examined with an open 
mind, in the best interests 
of both the country and 
the industry. MeitY refutes 
the statement by an inter-

Signature Global Q3 sales 
bookings fall 27 pc  to Rs 2,020 cr 

on lower housing sales
New Delhi, Sept 28 (GNS):
Realty firm Signature 
Global on Sunday reported 
a 27 per cent decline in its 
sales bookings to Rs 2,020 
crore for the quarter ended 
December, despite high 
festive demand for hous-
ing properties. The Guru-
gram-based company had 
sold properties worth Rs 
2,770 crore in the year-ago 
period. In a regulatory fil-
ing, Signature Global in-
formed that it has sold 408 
units during the October-
December period of this 
fiscal year, compared to 
1,518 units in the year-ago 
period. In terms of area, 
the sales bookings fell to 
1.44 million sq ft from 2.49 
million sq ft.

Real estate develop-
ers generally clock bet-
ter sales bookings during 
the October-December 
period because of festive 
demand. Signature Global 
did not mention any rea-
son for the decline in sales 
bookings during the third 
quarter.

The company launched 
a big housing project on 
Dwarka Expressway only 
late last month. This could 
be one of the reasons for 
the drop in sales bookings.

During the first nine 
months of this fiscal, Sig-
nature Global sales book-
ings fell 23 per cent to Rs 
6,680 crore from Rs 8,670 
crore a year ago.

The company sold 1,746 
units during the October-
December period of the 
2025-26 fiscal year com-
pared to 3,539 units in the 

year-ago period.
Pradeep Kumar Ag-

garwal, Chairman of Sig-
nature Global, said, “We 
delivered a healthy per-
formance during the first 
nine months of FY26, driv-
en by sustained demand 
across our focused micro-
markets”. The launch of a 
wellness-centric premium 
project, Sarvam at DXP 
Estate on Dwarka Express-
way, witnessed encourag-
ing customer response, 
reflecting evolving buyer 
preferences.

“Strong collections, im-
proving realisations and 
disciplined balance sheet 
management underline 
execution strength. 

Looking ahead, current 
momentum and planned 
launches keep us broadly 
aligned with our guidance 
and support our longer-
term growth plans,” Aggar-
wal said. Signature Global 
achieved sales bookings of 
Rs 10,290 crore last fiscal, 
becoming the fifth-largest 
listed real estate developer 
in terms of sales. The com-
pany has given guidance 
of clocking sales bookings 
worth Rs 12,500 crore in 
the full 2025-26 fiscal. To 
achieve this target, Signa-
ture Global will have to sell 
properties worth nearly Rs 
6,000 crore in the current 
quarter. Signature Global 
has all the residential proj-
ects in the Gurugram mar-
ket, which is, of late, wit-
nessing a sluggish demand 
due to the sharp jump in 
prices post-COVID pan-
demic.

NHAI Creates Multiple 
Guinness Records on 
Economic Corridor

New Delhi, Sept 28 (GNS):     
Highlighting its engineer-
ing prowess and execu-
tion excellence, NHAI in a 
landmark achievement has 
successfully created four 
Guinness World Records on 
the under-implementation 
Bengaluru–Kadapa–Vijay-
awada Economic Corridor 
of NH-544G.

On 6th January 2026, 
NHAI made two Guinness 
World Records near Put-
taparthi, Andhra Pradesh. 
First, was the record for the 
longest continuous laying 
of Bituminous Concrete, 
covering 28.89 lane km or 
3-lane wide 9.63 km long 
section within 24 hours. The 
second record was created 
for continuous laying of 
highest quantity of 10,655 
metric tons Bituminous 
Concrete in 24 hours. Both 
records were established for 
the first time globally under 
the six-lane National High-
way project on the Ben-
galuru–Kadapa–Vijayawada 
Economic Corridor.

Building further on this 
momentum, two additional 
Guinness World Records 
were created on 11th Janu-

ary 2026. These include the 
continuous laying of 57,500 
metric tons of Bituminous 
Concrete and a record for 
continuous paving of 156 
lane km or 3-lane wide 52 
km long section, surpassing 
the previous world record of 
84.4 lane km or 2-lane wide 
42.2 km long section. These 
record-setting feats was 
executed across Package-2 
and Package-3 of the Ben-
galuru–Kadapa–Vijayawada 
Economic Corridor.

NHAI in association 
with concessionaire M/s 
Rajpath Infracon Private 
Limited achieved this his-
toric feat through deploy-
ment of state-of-the-art 
construction equipment 
and machinery involv-
ing 70 tippers, five hot mix 
plants, one paver, and 17 
rollers. Supported by strin-
gent quality assurance 
mechanisms, the process 
was monitored for qual-
ity control with the help of 
premier institutions includ-
ing IIT Bombay , along with 
Original Equipment Manu-
facturers (OEMs), ensuring 
adherence to the highest 
standards of quality and 
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Hyderabad, Sept 28 (GNS) 
Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy on Monday alleged 
a “conspiracy” to delete 20 
crore voters from electoral 
rolls across the country un-
der the guise of the special 
intensive revision (SIR) of 
the electoral roll, and ac-
cused the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) of be-
ing used to benefit the BJP 
ahead of the 2029 general 
elections.

He claimed that 13 crore 
names had been deleted 
from the voter lists, and al-
leged that the number could 
be increased to 20 crore by 
the 2029 elections. Revanth 
Reddy compared the ECI’s 
role to that of the British-

era Simon Commission and 
called for a nationwide “SIR 
Go Back” movement on 
the lines of the “Simon Go 
Back” agitation during the 
freedom struggle.

Revanth Reddy alleged 
that SIR had been brought 
in to remove the vot-
ing rights of the poor and 
charged that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi was us-
ing the Election Commis-
sion in the same manner as 
the British used the Simon 
Commission.

The Chief Minister ques-
tioned the concentration of 
powers with Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar, asking why booth-
level officers (BLOs) and 

district collectors were re-
quired if all powers were 
being put in the hands of 
Gyanesh Kumar.

Participating in a con-

clave in Delhi, Revanth 
Reddy said the BJP was 
chanting “Jai Sri Ram” while 
targeting those who chant-
ed “Hara Hara Mahadeva”. 

“They are saying Jai Sri 
Ram. We are saying Hara 
Hara Mahadeva. The BJP 
does not like those chanting 
Hara Hara Mahadeva. Sri 

Ram is god of rich people 
and Shankara (Mahadeva) 
is god of poor people. The 
BJP is on the side of the rich 
while we are on the side of 
the poor. We are on the side 
of the poor, while the BJP is 
on the side of the rich.” ” he 
remarked.

The Chief Minister said 
people in the South were 
Shiva devotees while north 
Indians were devotees of 
Sri Ram, and described the 
political divide in terms of 
“Dravidians” (south) and 
“Aryans” (north). “That 
is why BJP leaders say Jai 
Sri Ram. Did they ever say 
Hara Hara Mahadeva?” he 
questioned. He alleged that 
13 crore votes had been 

deleted across the country 
with the 2029 elections in 
mind and questioned how 
the number of voters could 
decline when the popula-
tion of the country was not 
declining. He alleged that 
Modi was attempting to 
delete votes of people op-
posed to him and was seek-
ing to remove a total of 20 
crore votes across the coun-
try. The Chief Minister said 
the country had once unit-
ed by raising the slogan “Si-
mon Go Back” and asserted 
that the time had come for 
people across the country 
to unite by raising the slo-
gan “SIR Go Back”.

Referring to Telangana’s 
development concerns, 

Revanth Reddy said Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
when he was the Chief 
Minister of Gujarat, had 
received cooperation from 
the then prime minister 
Manmohan Singh for de-
velopment projects in Guja-
rat. In contrast, he alleged, 
Modi as the Prime Minister 
was not extending similar 
cooperation to Telangana.

Revanth Reddy alleged 
that the Centre had blocked 
approvals for the Regional 
Ring Road when the gov-
ernment was preparing to 
call tenders. He further al-
leged that the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre was 
obstructing the Hyderabad 
Metro Rail project.

CM Revanth alleges plan to delete 20 crore voters, calls for ‘SIR Go Back’

Hyderabad, Sept 28 (GNS)    
Telangana shooter Esha Singh 
clinched the silver medal in 
the women's 25m pistol fi-
nal at the Asian Games 2026 
in Aichi-Nagoya on Monday.
Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy congratulated Esha 
Singh for her gritty perfor-
mance, calling her achieve-
ment a proud moment for 
Telangana and the country.

The 21-year-old from Hy-
derabad, who qualified 8th 
for the final, fought back 
from 4th position with a per-
fect 5/5 series. Esha Singh 
fought through pain, exhaus-
tion, and five nerve-wracking 
shoot-offs in a gruelling test 
of skill and temperament be-
fore settling for silver in the 
women's 25m pistol at the 

Asian Games.It was a perfor-
mance that demanded every 
ounce of her resilience and 
perhaps meant more to her 
than a gold medal.

The world No. 1 in the 
event, she endured an aching 
arm and shoulder, survived 
a series of heart-stopping 
eliminations and pushed 
herself to the very limits in 
one of the most dramatic 
finals of the Games. Even as 
the gold slipped through her 
grasp in a nerve-shredding 
shoot-off against China's To-
kyo Olympics bronze medal-
list Jiaruixuan Xiao, Esha had 
already demonstrated the 
fighting spirit that has made 
her one of the most formi-
dable young shooters on the 
international circuit.

Hyderabad, Sept 28 (GNS)  
The Khairatabad Assembly 
seat has been officially de-
clared vacant following the 
disqualification of Danam 
Nagender as a member of 
the Telangana Legislative 
Assembly. The Legislative 
Assembly issued a gazette 
notification stating that 
Nagender stood disquali-
fied with effect from April 
23, 2024, under Paragraph 
2(1)(a) of the Tenth Sched-
ule read with Article 191(2) 
of the Constitution. Con-
sequently, the seat stands 
vacant.

Rendla Thirupathi, Sec-

retary to the Legislature, is-
sued the notification dated 
September 26 in pursuance 
of the Telangana High Court 
judgment delivered on Sep-
tember 18. Nagender was 
elected from Khairatabad in 
the 2023 Assembly elections 
as a Bharat Rashtra Samithi 

(BRS) candidate. He later 
switched loyalties to the rul-
ing Congress and contested 
the Lok Sabha elections 
from Secunderabad constit-
uency on a Congress ticket.

Assembly Speaker Gad-
dam Prasad Kumar had 
dismissed petitions filed by 

BRS MLAs and a Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) MLA 
seeking Nagender’s dis-
qualification. The petition-
ers challenged the Speaker’s 
decision in the High Court. 
On September 18, a Divi-
sion Bench of Chief Justice 
Aparesh Kumar Singh and 
Justice G.M. Mohiuddin 
held that Nagender stood 
disqualified under Para-
graph 2(1)(a) of the Tenth 
Schedule read with Article 
191(2) of the Constitution, 
after contesting the 2024 
Lok Sabha elections as a 
Congress candidate despite 
being elected as a BRS MLA. 

Legal Cell–TPCC protest demands immediate 
resignation of cec Gyanesh Kumar

TG Congress stages protest demanding CEC Gyanesh Kumar’s resignation

Hyderabad, Sept 28 (GNS)  
The Hyderabad District 
Legal Cell –Telangana 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (TPCC), organised 
a protest demanding the 
immediate resignation of 
Central Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar and 
action against those alleg-
edly responsible for mis-
conduct in connection with 
the issues raised regarding 
SIR and “Vote Chori.”

The protest was held 
on 28 September 2026 at 
the Chief Electoral Of-
fice, BRK Bhavan, Hyder-
abad, PONNAM ASHOK 
GOUD GARU, CHAIR-
MAN LEGAL CELL-TPCC 
and  large number of Legal 
Cell–TPCC office-bearers, 
advocates and members 
participated.

Addressing the protest-
ers and the media, Pon-
nam Ashok Goud Garu 
demanded the immedi-
ate resignation of Central 
Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar, stating 
that serious questions 
have been raised regarding 
the conduct and function-
ing of the electoral process.

He said that free, fair and 
transparent elections are 
the foundation of a consti-
tutional democracy, and 
that every voter must have 
complete confidence that 
his or her right to vote is 
protected. He emphasised 
that electoral institutions 
must function with trans-
parency, accountability and 
strict adherence to con-
stitutional and statutory 
safeguards. Ponnam Ashok 
Goud Garu further stated 
that the concerns being 

raised regarding SIR and al-
leged “Vote Chori” should 
not be ignored and that ev-
ery genuine complaint con-
cerning electoral rolls, dele-
tion or inclusion of names, 
verification procedures and 
the protection of voters’ 
rights must be examined 
through a transparent and 
legally accountable process.

He demanded that the 
competent authorities 
conduct an impartial in-
quiry into the allegations 
and complaints raised in 
connection with the elec-
toral process, identify re-
sponsibility wherever mis-
conduct is established, and 
take appropriate action in 
accordance with law.

He further stated that the 
Election Commission must 

remain above suspicion 
and must command pub-
lic confidence, particularly 
when questions are raised 
concerning the electoral 
roll and exercise of the fun-
damental democratic right 
to vote.

 “The right to vote is not 
merely a procedural right; 
it is an essential compo-
nent of representative 
democracy. Any genuine 
grievance relating to a 
voter’s identity, electoral-
roll entry, deletion or veri-
fication must be addressed 
transparently and in accor-
dance with law. Account-
ability and public confi-
dence are indispensable to 
the credibility of the elec-
toral process,” Ponnam 
Ashok Goud Garu said.

Hyderabad, Sept 28 (GNS)  
The ruling Congress party 
in Telangana on Monday 
staged a huge protest in Hy-
derabad, demanding resig-
nation and arrest of Chief 
Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar 
over alleged irregularities 
in electoral rolls during the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) by the poll panel.

On a call given by the All 
India Congress Commit-
tee (AICC) for nationwide 
protests, leaders and cadres 
of the Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
(TPCC) took out a rally to 
the office of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO).

Deputy Chief Minister, 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka, 
TPCC president Mahesh 
Kumar Goud, ministers 
Ponnam Prabhakar, Sridhar 
Babu, MPs Chamala Kiran 
Kumar Reddy, Anil Kumar 
Yadav and other leaders 

participated in the protest.
They later met CEO C. 

Sudharsan Reddy and sub-
mitted a memorandum, 
demanding that the CEC 
immediately resign from 
his post. The protestors 
gathered at Indira Gandhi 
statue on Necklace Road 
and raised slogans against 
the CEC and the BJP-led 
government at the Centre. 

They were carrying plac-
ards with slogans like ‘Vote 
Chori’ and ‘Democracy Ke 
Dushman’.

The protestors marched 
to the CEO's office at BRK 
Bhavan near the Secretariat 
and set afire an effigy of the 
Election Commission.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Vikramarka, who was car-
rying a copy of the Indian 

Constitution, called upon 
all democratic forces to join 
the Congress party's strug-
gle He asserted that the 
repeated warnings issued 
by Leader of the Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul 
Gandhi, that a "vote theft" 
involving the systematic 
trampling of citizens' vot-
ing rights has been occur-
ring across the country for 

years, has been proven true.
He expressed deep an-

guish over the fact that the 
two other Election Com-
missioners themselves 
have admitted to the man-
ner in which citizens' votes 
are being deleted under the 
guise of SIR, describing it 
as an unfortunate develop-
ment for the nation's de-
mocracy.

The Deputy CM high-
lighted that LoP Rahul Gan-
dhi has been fighting from 
the very beginning to safe-
guard the Constitution and 
the citizens' right to vote.

He noted that even Elec-
tion Commissioners them-
selves have now had to 
acknowledge the validity 
of Rahul Gandhi's remarks 
regarding "vote theft".

He questioned the state 
of democracy in the coun-
try if the right to vote—the 
very lifeblood of democra-
cy—is trampled upon.

Hyderabad, Sept 28 (GNS)  
Syed Abdul Hussain An-
war has been appointed 
as the new General Secre-
tary of the All India Majlis-
e-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM). AIMIM President 
and Hyderabad MP Asa-
duddin Owaisi on Monday 
appointed the senior leader 
to the key post, vacant since 
the demise of Syed Ahmed 
Pasha Quadri in February 
2026. The AIMIM also an-
nounced appointments to 
key organisational positions 
within the party organisa-
tion. Asaduddin Owaisi 
appointed Syed Mushtaq 
Ahmed as Joint Secretary.


