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CM Revanth
Seeks 9.56 Lakh

PMAY-G

New Delhi, Sept 18 (GNS):
In this direction, partner-
ships can be started with
several leading interna-
tional universities such as
Harvard, MIT, University
of London, Virginia Tech,
North Eastern University
in areas such as executive
programs, dual degree
courses, faculty training
and research.

The government is also
working to enhance for-
eign language skills like
English, German and Japa-
nese among the students.

The Chief Minister ex-
plained that Young India
Skills University is being
set up in India Future City
to provide state-of-the-art
skill training to the youth
to meet the changing mar-
ket needs. India’s most

Houses

prestigious developing Fu-
ture City, spanning nearly
30,000 acres, is being made
the country’s first net-zero
greenfield smart city. It is
said that employment op-
portunities for future gen-
erations will increase with
the establishment of an
education hub there.

On this occasion, Chief
Minister has invited the
delegation to participate
in the Invest Telangana
Global Summit 2026 to be
held in December. All the
heads of the UK education
system are specially invit-
ed to the Global Summit.

It is said that Invest
Telangana Global Summit
is being organized in the
form of World Economic
Forum in Davos.
Continued on Page 4

Black day for democracy: Mamata slams BJP, EC
after TMC Nandlgram nominee withdraws

Kolkata, Sept 18 (GNS):
TMC supremo and former
West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday
termed it a “black day for
democracy”, alleging that
everything was being done
to satisfy a party’s ego, af-
ter her party’s nominee for
the Nandigram bypoll with-
drew his candidature.
Addressing a press con-
ference, Banerjee launched
a sharp attack on BJP, ac-
cusing it of trying to destroy
opposition parties. “BJP is
trying to destroy opposition
parties. It first broke Uddhav

Thackeray’s party, then NCP
in Maharashtra,” she said,
adding, “TMC rebels are the
A-team of BJP. Those elected
on our symbol are now chal-
lenging it.” Questioning the
Election Commission’s de-
cision to freeze her party’s
symbol, she said, “How can
the EC freeze my party’s
symbol that has been with
us for 28 years?”
Announcing her party’s
next course of action for
the bypoll, the TMC chief
said the party will support
the Congress candidate in
Nandigram to strengthen

the INDIA bloc.

“We will support Con-
gress in the Nandigram by-
poll to strengthen the INDIA

bloc,” she said, adding that
she had received calls of sol-
idarity from other opposi-
tion leaders. “Rahul Gandhi

rang me up yesterday, Ar-
vind Kejriwal also expressed
solidarity; we will all fight
together against BJB” Ba-
nerjee said. Asserting that
her party would not back
down despite the setback,
she said, “We are neither go-
ing to bow our heads, nor
will we surrender; we will
fight and bounce back.”

The TMC chief also ques-
tioned the Election Com-
mission’s action against her
party, saying the move had
raised concerns over the
electoral process and the
political space available to

opposition parties. She said
the party would continue to
raise the issue through dem-
ocratic and legal means.

Banerjee said the Nandi-
gram development should
not weaken coordination
among opposition parties.
She stressed the need for
greater unity among INDIA
bloc constituents to take on
the BJP in upcoming elec-
toral battles.

She further appealed to
TMC workers and support-
ers to remain united and
continue working at the
grassroots level.

‘Vote theft, govt theft, party theft”:
Rahul hits out at Election Commission

New Delhi, Sept 18 (GNS):
Congress leader and LoP
in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
on Friday accused the BJP
and the Election Commis-
sion of working together to
split Opposition parties and
wrest control of their elec-
tion symbols, after the poll
panel froze the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) name and
its “Flowers & Grass” sym-
bol amid a factional dispute
ahead of the West Bengal
Assembly bypolls.

Drawing a parallel with
the earlier splits in the Shiv
Sena and the National-
ist Congress Party (NCP),
Gandhi alleged there was
as clear pattern in how a
political party was divided
before its electoral iden-
tity was taken away. “First
Shiv Sena, then NCP and
now TMC. Every time, the
same pattern — BJP and
the Election Commission
join forces to split a party.
Then its election symbol

is snatched away,” Rahul
alleged. His attack came a
day after the EC, in an in-
terim order, barred both
rival TMC factions from us-
ing the All-India Trinamool
Congress name and its re-
served election symbol for
the upcoming bypolls. Both
groups have been asked to
suggest alternative names
and free symbols while the
dispute over control of the
party remains pending.
The Commission’s action
followed competing claims
over the party’s leadership

and organisational control.
The poll panel said the dis-
pute could not be finally
determined before the by-
polls and temporarily froze
the name and symbol for
both sides. Rahul, however,
sought to connect the TMC
development with his con-
tinuing allegations of elec-
toral manipulation. “When
an entire party can be sto-
len, it's hardly surprising
that the votes of millions of
Indians can be stolen too,”
he said, adding, “Vote theft.
Government theft.

SC stays Punjab & Haryana High Court verdict
striking down Section 147A of Income Tax Act

New Delhi, Sept 18 (GNS):
The Supreme Court on
Friday stayed the Punjab
and Haryana High Court’s
recent verdict striking
down Section 147A of the
Income Tax Act as uncon-
stitutional. The order came
from a Bench of. Justice
JB Pardiwala and Justice K
Vinod Chandran on the pe-
tition challenging the High
Court’s order passed earlier
this month. “The impugned
judgment and order passed
by the High Court shall re-
main stayed, on the condi-
tion that the assessment
proceedings shall not pro-
ceed further till the final
disposal of the main mat-
ter,” the Bench said, posting
the matter for final hearing
on December 3, 2026.

On September 16, Addi-
tional Solicitor General N
Venkataraman had men-
tioned the Centre’s Special
Leave Petition (SLP) before
a Bench led by Chief Justice

—

of India Surya Kant for ur-
gent hearing.

The Punjab and Hary-
ana High Court recently
struck down the provision,
saying Parliament cannot
retrospectively declare a
defective procedure valid
without curing the defect.
It held that reassessment
proceedings begun by Ju-
risdictional Assessing Of-
ficers in breach of the face-
less procedure were invalid,
and quashed the resulting
orders and notices issued
by the IT Department.

It held that the Legisla-

ture cannot simply declare,
retrospectively, that a par-
ticular legal position was
always valid when consti-
tutional courts had already
found the relevant proce-
dure legally defective. The
amendment impermissibly
sought to circumvent the
findings of constitutional
courts, it noted

Section 147A was insert-
ed retrospectively in the
Income Tax Act with effect
from April 1, 2021, to clarify
that reassessment notices
could be issued not only
through the faceless centre
but also by a Jurisdictional
Assessing Officer. Tt clari-
fied that the expression “As-
sessing Officer” in Sections
148 and 148A referred to
an Assessing Officer other
than the National Face-
less Assessment Centre. It
sought to establish that ju-
risdictional officers could
conduct these reassess-
ment proceedings.

CBI Registers Case Against Anil Ambani, Reliance
Capital In Rs 2,684 Crore LIC Fraud Case

New Delhi, Sept 18 (GNS):
The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has reg-
istered an FIR based on a
written complaint received
from Life Insurance Corpo-
ration of India (LIC) against
Reliance Capital Limited
(RCAP), Anil D. Ambani, for-
mer chairman of Reliance
Capital, Satish Seth, Group
Managing Director of Reli-
ance Anil Dhirubhai Amba-
ni Group (ADA Group), un-
known public servants and
others in an alleged fraud
of Rs 2,684.57 crore, accord-
ing to an official statement
issued by the investigative
agency on Friday.

LIC has alleged that during
the period from April 12,2012
to March 9, 2018, LIC had
subscribed to five non-con-
vertible debentures (NCDs)
aggregating to Rs 3,900 crore
issued by RCAP for general
corporate purposes, funding
requirements and refinanc-
ing of existing debt.

LIC further alleged that

the accused persons entered
into a criminal conspiracy
and committed offences of
cheating, criminal breach of
trust, criminal misconduct,
diversion and misappro-
priation of funds and falsifi-
cation of accounts, thereby
causing wrongful loss to the
tune of Rs 2,684.57 crore
to LIC and corresponding
wrongful gain to themselves
and other beneficiaries, by
dishonestly inducing LIC to
invest in RCAP through mis-

representation and there-
after fraudulently diverting
the said funds.

Investigation has been
taken up to identify the role
of all persons involved, in-
cluding public servants and
private individuals, exam-
ine the criminal conspiracy
and to trace the end-use and
diversion of invested funds,
the CBI statement said.

The CBI has earlier regis-
tered eight FIRs against Re-
liance Communications Ltd

(RCom), Reliance Capital Ltd
(RCAP), Reliance Home Fi-
nance Ltd (RHFL), Reliance
Commercial Finance Ltd
(RCFL) and Reliance Tele-
com Ltd (RTL) on complaints
received from various public
sector banks including the
State Bank of India, EPFO
and LIC. In these cases, CBI
has so far filed six charge-
sheets and arrested seven
persons accused in these
cases. The cases are under
investigation and are being
monitored by the Supreme
Court, the statement added.

Meanwhile, a spokesper-
son for Anil D Ambani said:
“The FIR registered by the
CBI pertains to Reliance
Capital Limited. Mr Ambani
served as a Non-Executive
Director/Chairman of the
Board of Reliance Capital
Limited from 2005 until
November 2021, when the
Reserve Bank of India su-
perseded the Board of Di-
rectors of the company and
appointed an Administrator.

Pakistani Naval Ship’s Conduct Unacceptable
And Unprofessional; MEA Jaiswal

New Delhi, Sept 18 (GNS):
India on Friday rejected
Pakistan’s allegations over
the collision between the
Indian Navy’s INS Kolkata
and Pakistani naval ship
Hunain in the western Ara-
bian Sea on September 15,
terming them as “usual pre-
varication”. Addressing a
bi-weekly media briefing in
New Delhi on Friday, Minis-
try of External Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said that Paki-
stani naval ship Hunain’s
conduct was “unaccept-
able and unprofessional” ,
which caused the collision.
However, INS Kolkata did
not suffer any damage.

“We have seen the Paki-
stan’s response to the pro-
test we have lodged. It is
the wusual prevarication
that we expected. We reject
the allegations and insinu-
ations contained therein.
Let me reiterate the facts
of the matter for you. INS
Kolkata was on a routine

deployment in the Western
Arabian Sea when Paki-
stani naval ship Hunain
conducted itself in an un-
acceptable and unprofes-
sional manner at sea that

resulted in a collision,”
Jaiswal told reporters.

“The dangerous overtak-
ing maneuver by PNS Hun-
ain was in gross violation of
Article 10 of the Agreement
Between India and Paki-
stan on Advance Notice on
Military Exercises, Maneu-
vers and Troop Movements
of 1991, which clearly

specifies that naval units
at sea are not to be within
three nautical miles of each
other. In addition, the Paki-
stani ship also infringed
the International Regula-
tions for Preventing Colli-
sions at Sea. The Pakistani
side has once again been
advised about the need for
all military units to observe
due care and respect the
provisions of the relevant
agreements between the
two sides in order to pre-
vent any repeat of such
incidents. The incident did

not cause any major dam-
age to INS Kolkata and she
remains at sea,” he added.

MEA’s response came af-
ter Pakistan had accused
an Indian naval ship of
carrying out a provocative
manoeuvre that resulted
in a collision with the
Pakistan Navy Ship in the
Arabian Sea. On Wednes-
day, India summoned the
Charge d’Affaires of the
Pakistan High Commission
and lodged a strong protest
after the Pakistani naval
ship’s action at sea.

“The Charge d’Affaires
of the High Commission
for the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan in New Delhi was
summoned to the Ministry
of External Affairs today
and a strong protest was
lodged with him over the
unacceptable and unpro-
fessional conduct of Paki-
stani naval units at sea that
led to a collision with a unit
of the Indian Navy,” the
MEA said.
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China dependence remainsls this
conversation helpful so far?

RAHUL SHARMA
PRADEEP KARUTURI
ndia has signalled a
significant shift in its
rare earth strategy, with
the Union Cabinet ap-
proving an Rs 7,280 crore
(approximately $820 mil-
lion) scheme to build 6,000
metric tonnes per annum
(MTPA) of integrated rare
earth permanent magnet
manufacturing. This marks
the country’s first such ini-
tiative. The move comes as
rare earths are increasingly
shaping diplomatic priori-
ties in both New Delhi and
Washington, amid tighten-
ing Chinese export controls.

Over the past few weeks,
the United States has signed
multi-billion-dollar frame-
works with Australia and
announced collaborations
with Malaysia, South Korea,
Japan, and Saudi Arabia to
strengthen the rare-earth
supply chain. US President
Donald Trump even hosted
leaders from Central Asian
nations, which are home to
significant rare earth depos-
its, signalling Washington’s
intent to rebuild resilience
across the value chain.

Rare earth elements are
not “rare” in terms of abun-
dance; they are considered
rare because separating
them from one another is
technically complex. These
elements are present in al-
most every modern device -
mobile phones, laptops, au-
tomobiles, medical devices,
wind turbines, refineries,
and even advanced defence
systems. For example, an
F-35 fighter jet requires
more than 900 pounds (408

kilograms) of rare earth el-
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ements. China currently
dominates every stage of the
rare earth supply chain, not
only in mining and refining
but also in the technology
and machinery required for
separation and processing.
The world’s second-largest
economy controls approxi-
mately 70% of global rare
earth mining and over 90%
of refining. It processes not
only its own ore but also
most of Myanmars and
nearly half of the United
States’ production.

This dominance was
not built overnight. Bei-
jing has had its eye on rare
earth metals for a long time,
working on controlling ca-
pacities and capabilities. In
1992, former Chinese leader
Deng Xiaoping famously re-
marked that while the Mid-
dle East had oil, China had
rare earths. Over the past
year, China has imposed a

series of restrictions on rare

earth materials, technolo-
gies, and processing equip-
ment. These curbs have
triggered temporary factory
closures around the world.
For example, Ford Motor Co.
shut down production of its
Explorer SUV in Chicago for
a week due to a shortage of
rare-earth magnets.

The International En-
ergy Agency’s (IEA) World
Energy Outlook 2025 re-
port suggests that although
rare earths represent small
markets, supply disrup-
tions could have outsized
economic  consequences.
A mere 10% drop in rare-
earth magnet exports could
disrupt the production of
6.2 million cars, nearly 1
million industrial motors,
230,000 civilian aircraft, or
more than 650 hyperscale
Al data centres. Securing a
reliable rare-earth supply
chain is therefore a strategic

priority for both the United

States and India.

The United States has
taken decisive action to
strengthen its domestic
base. The government has
acquired a minority stake
in MP Materials, a Nevada-
based company, catalysing
private capital and setting
a floor price for MP Materi-
als’ rare earth output, nearly
double the then-prevailing
market rate. These measures
aim to ensure that domestic
production remains viable
despite global price fluctua-
tions, while guaranteeing
the purchase of magnets.
Recently, two startups — Vul-
can Elements and ReEle-
ment Technologies — sealed
a $1.4 billion deal with the
US government and private
investors to support rare
earth projects.

India, too, has begun re-
calibrating its approach to
rare earths. Until recently,

these resources were re-
stricted by the country’s
atomic mineral regula-
tions. However, the 2023
amendment to the Mines
and Minerals (Develop-
ment and Regulation) Act,
1957, has changed that. For
the first time, private and
foreign-linked Indian firms
can now compete for gov-
ernment-auctioned critical
mineral blocks, with the
central government directly
leading the process.

While the rare earth per-
manent magnet scheme
is an important step in
strengthening the country’s
rare earth supply chain, In-
dia must address several
bottlenecks. For instance,
the machinery required
for rare earth separation is
still largely dependent on
China. Additionally, Indian
Rare Earths Limited (IREL),
under the Department of
Atomic Energy, is the coun-
try’s only commercial pro-
ducer of Rare Earth Oxide
(REO), but it produces bare-
ly 500 tonnes a year - far be-
low the 6,000 MTPA required
to support the new magnet
manufacturing capacity.

Despite holding around
6% of global rare earth re-
serves, India accounts for
less than 1% of global out-
put, estimated at around
2,900 tonnes in 2024. Clos-
ing this gap will require a
complete overhaul of the
value chain, with significant
investments in exploration,
refining and separation ca-
pacity, metal and alloy pro-
duction, and the establish-
ment of competitive magnet
manufacturing at scale.

Fraud failures rooted in systemic
gaps, not citizen privacy

SRINATH SRIDHARAN
ANAND VENKATANARAYANAN

he story begins, as

many policy pan-

ics do, with a crisis.
Across government de-
partments and regulators,
senior officials are staring
at charts that rise too fast
and fall too slowly: scam
calls sweeping the coun-
try, cyber-fraud syndi-
cates evolving faster than
enforcement, FATF sanc-
tions architecture-driven
broken-KYC loopholes
spawning endless imper-
sonations, and citizens
losing money at a scale
that can no longer be hid-
den in outdated calcula-
tions showing fraud as a
small proportion of trans-
action volumes.

It is in this climate of
urgency, and a lot of insti-
tutional embarrassment,
that a dramatic proposal
seems to be taking shape:
to require all smartphone
manufacturers to keep
satellite-based  location
tracking permanently en-
abled, giving the state a
clear, continuous view of a
device’s movements.

The logic is seductive in
its simplicity. Fraudsters
are elusive; precise track-
ing might help corner
them. But desperation is
a poor designer of public
policy and always pro-
duces ill-effects even as a
first-order effect.

For the truth is this: In-
dia’s fraud crisis is grave,
but redesigning every
smartphone into a surveil-
lance device is not a reme-

dy. It is an over-correction
so sweeping that it risks
killing the very founda-
tions of a society in the
digital era. Fraudsters do
not thrive because citi-
zens can switch off their
GPS; they thrive because
the enforcement ecosys-
tem meant to catch them
is running on archaic
machinery. Investigative
pipelines still move at
analogue speed in a digi-
tal age, struggling to keep
pace with criminals who
operate with agility and
anonymity. Inter-agency
coordination is uneven,
often leaving vital intel-
ligence stranded in silos
rather than stitched into
actionable insight.
Compounding this are
deeper structural weak-
nesses. Telecom distribu-
tion networks continue to
harbour pockets of corrup-
tion that allow fraudulent
SIMs and compromised
identities to slip through
the cracks. Bank officials
often collude to open
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bank accounts to facilitate
money laundering. Cyber-
policing capacity varies
dramatically across states,
creating uneven lines of de-
fence, while international
cooperation against cross-
border fraud syndicates re-
mains sluggish and bureau-
cratically heavy. Faced with
this messy, multi-layered
reality, it is tempting for the
state to reach for a short-
cut: if the plumbing is so
broken that sewage floods
often, why not re-engineer
the whole house and the
people who live in it? The
problems that cripple fraud
enforcement lie within sys-
tems and institutions, not
in the privacy settings of

ordinary citizens.
Mandating always-on
A-GPS tracking would

mark a radical departure
from India’s surveillance
norms. Today, the state
must request location data
through telecom provid-
ers, however imperfectly.
Under the proposed re-
gime, the state would not
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request: it would receive,
silently, perpetually. This
shifts the presumption at
the heart of the Republic:
from targeted scrutiny of
suspects to ambient track-
ing of everyone.

Supporters of this idea
often lean on a familiar
refrain: “law-abiding citi-
zens have nothing to fear.”
But freedom to be oneself
is not protected by in-
nocence; it is protected
by the ability not to be
watched without cause. A
country that normalises
round-the-clock  track-
ing of everyone to fight
cybercrime will unleash
so much distrust among
people that it will destroy
the already fragile societal
trust within communities.
And what comes after is a
well-known and worn les-
son of history — a transi-
tion of a society of demos
into that of helots.

Mass surveillance may
begin as an anti-fraud
tool, but it rarely stays that
way. What makes the pro-
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posal more perplexing is
its timing. India is simulta-
neously positioning itself
as a global force in ethical
digital governance: cham-
pioning data localisation,
exporting India Stack, and
enacting privacy legisla-
tion, at least in aspiration.
How then does a nation
present itself as a guardian
of user data on the world
stage, while considering a
policy that would harvest
the clearest, most intimate
data of all—one’s physical
movements without pause
or consent? Even China,
despite its expansive sur-
veillance apparatus, does
not publicly mandate al-
ways-on, hardware-level
location tracking on every
smartphone. To adopt it
would make India a global
outlier—for reasons that
diminish rather than en-
hance its digital credibil-
ity. A credible response to
fraud demands strength-
ening the state’s capabili-
ties and not simultane-
ously shrinking citizens’
rights to non-existence.
That means building mod-
ern cyber-forensics units,
enabling real-time fraud-
intelligence sharing be-
tween banks, fintechs and
telecom companies, and
re-imagining KYC given
its now well-documented
failures when stress-test-
ed by fraudsters at scale.
It also requires cleansing
corruption within telecom
and banking distribution
chains, where weak points
often become entry gates
for fraudulent identities.
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Quiet Patriotism,
Lived Every Day

n Jammu and Kashmir, the Republic is not merely a word spoken from a podium. It

is a lived reality, tested by distance and terrain, by harsh winters and long silences,

and sometimes by the quiet uncertainty that life near the borders carries. Here,
mountains do not only frame the horizon; they shape the meaning of belonging. Val-
leys do not only carry rivers; they carry memory. In villages close to the Line of Control,
people learn early that patriotism is not always loud, and governance is not always
visible, yet life must go on with dignity.

And yet, on the morning of 26 January, even this rugged land seems to pause. Across
the country, the winter air is sharp, the sky is clear, and India looks almost rehearsed.
The parade is crisp, the uniforms immaculate, formations moving with clockwork pre-
cision. The tricolour is not just a flag in the wind; it becomes an emotion stitched into
every salute, every cheer, every moist eye. For a few hours, we feel proud not only of
what India is, but of what India can be. We speak of the Constitution with reverence
and of citizenship with conviction.

But a Republic is not defined by a ceremonial day. It is defined by ordinary days. The
Republic begins when the cameras switch off, when the parade disperses, and when
each citizen returns to the roads, queues, schools, hospitals, and marketplaces where
the country is truly made or broken.

The very next morning, the contrast often stares us in the face. A red light is treated
as a suggestion. A queue becomes a contest of elbows. Public spaces are used and
abused as if they belong to nobody. Rules are ridiculed, discipline is seen as weakness,
and responsibility is postponed to someone else. We celebrate order once a year, yet
practise disorder every day.

In my earlier reflections on patriotism and nationalism, I have maintained a simple
distinction. Patriotism is love expressed through contribution, through quiet respon-
sibility, through the daily choice to build. Nationalism can be necessary in moments of
threat, when unity must harden into resolve. But when nationalism becomes theatre
and patriotism becomes performance, something essential is lost: the moral serious-
ness of citizenship. A Republic cannot run on emotion alone. It runs on law, institu-
tions, and the self-restraint of its people.

This is where the most underestimated phrase enters the story: civic sense. We often
treat it as mere manners, a finishing touch. It is not. Civic sense is the daily expression
of constitutional values. It is respect for fellow citizens, regard for public property, and
obedience to law not out of fear, but out of self-respect. Civic sense, in short, is not
etiquette. It is national character.

Perhaps that is why writing from Jammu and Kashmir gives this issue a different
texture. Here, the nation is not primarily a topic for debate; it is a lived experience. The
idea of India is carried in ordinary acts of endurance. So let us look at the Republic
through the eyes of those who do not have the luxury of rhetoric.

Think of a Bakarwal shepherd moving with his flock across high pastures. The wind
cuts through his worn pheran; his eyes scan ridgelines with an instinct refined over
generations. Ask him what patriotism means, and he may not offer vocabulary. He
will offer truth. For him, the Republic is the freedom to move without fear, the assur-
ance that his children can study, and the hope that his seasonal migration will not be
interrupted by coercion or conflict. In his world, the nation is not a headline. It is the
difference between dignity and vulnerability.

Now think of the educated but unemployed youth, from Jammu to Doda, from Ra-
jouri to Anantnag. Degree in hand, ambition in heart, uncertainty everywhere. For
him or her, patriotism is not blind optimism. Patriotism is faith that effort will mat-
ter, that merit will find a place, that honesty will not be punished while shortcuts are
rewarded. When that faith weakens, frustration hardens into cynicism. And cynicism
is dangerous, because it persuades a young mind that nothing is worth building. Then
picture an old woman near the Line of Control. Winters are harsh here, and nights can
be harsher. Her patriotism is not loud. It is a daily decision: to stay, to endure, to keep
the home fires burning, to send grandchildren to school, to smile when life gives little
reason. She does not wave a flag to prove her love. She lives in a way that keeps hope
alive at the frontier.

And then there are the remote corners of Kishtwar and beyond, villages tucked deep
into forests and folds of mountains where roads are still dreams and a vehicle cannot
easily go. There, the meaning of the Republic is measured in basics: a school that func-
tions, a clinic that has medicines, a bridge that stands, an administration that listens.
For them, the Constitution is not an idea. It is a promise, judged not by speeches but
by whether the state arrives on time.

Seen through these lives, our national question becomes sharper. Yes, India’s eco-
nomic ambition is real. We speak of rising GDP, growth, and global confidence. But
the Republic is not a balance sheet alone. A nation’s greatness is not declared; it is
demonstrated. And the most honest test of greatness is whether human life is valued,
protected, and treated with dignity.

This is where accountability must enter our Republic Day reflection, not as a politi-
cal weapon, but as a civic necessity. Across the country, incidents keep reminding us
how fragile life can become when negligence is normalised. Urban roads where un-
marked pits and open trenches turn into death traps. Playgrounds where poor mainte-
nance turns sport into tragedy. Hospitals where basic hygiene collapses and a patient’s
dignity collapses with it. Crimes that shock the conscience, followed by the familiar
cycle of outrage, fatigue, and forgetting. Different events, one underlying message:
systems fail when responsibility is diluted and consequences are delayed.

We can debate who is to blame, but the Republic demands a higher standard from
everyone. Institutions must enforce safety and maintenance with seriousness, be-
cause negligence is not an accident, it is often a culture. Citizens must respect law, be-
cause a rule broken casually today becomes a tragedy tomorrow. When accountability
becomes selective, discipline becomes optional. When discipline becomes optional,
life becomes cheap.

Abalanced mind must also acknowledge the other side. India is not a hopeless coun-
try. It is a country of extraordinary resilience and quiet excellence. Honest officers do
their duty against odds. Doctors work beyond capacity. Teachers keep children learn-
ing in difficult conditions. Many citizens follow rules even when others mock them.
There is progress, innovation, and aspiration. But progress must be measured not only
by speed of growth, but by depth of dignity.

A rising GDP means little if ordinary life remains unsafe and basic services remain
uncertain. Growth is not only about creating wealth; it is also about sharing opportu-
nity and securing daily life. The fact that large sections of our people still depend on
welfare support for basic food security should move us with compassion, but also with
urgency. Welfare that prevents hunger is necessary and humane. Yet a mature Republic
must also ask why, after decades of growth, so many still require such support to sur-
vive. Are we creating enough livelihoods? Are we strengthening local economies? Are
we enabling families to rise, not merely endure?

These questions are not anti-establishment. They are pro-Republic. They arise from
love, not cynicism. A patriot does not clap only when things go right. A patriot also
insists that the nation become safer, fairer, and more humane.
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Goyal sees strong growth, calls to
deepen India—Canada business ties

New Delhi, Sept 18 (GNS):
Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Shri
Piyush Goyal, while ad-
dressing the Indo-Canadian
Business Chamber in New
Delhi today, said that India
sees considerable scope for
collaboration with Canada
in critical minerals, mineral
processing  technologies,
clean energy, nuclear energy
and supply-chain diversifi-
cation. He added that India
offers strong advantages in
emerging technologies such
as artificial intelligence,
quantum computing, ma-
chine learning and next-
generation data centres,
supported by the world’s
largest annual pool of STEM
graduates. He noted that
Canada and India are natu-
ral allies whose comple-
mentary strengths create
significant opportunities for
businesses and investors in
both countries.

He further said that the
India-Canada partnership
continues to be grounded

|

4

in mutual trust, democratic
values and a shared com-
mitment to development.
He emphasised that the bi-
lateral relationship remains
strong and stable, with
steadily growing engage-
ment across trade, invest-
ment and emerging sectors.

Referring to the recent
meeting between Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi and Canadian Prime
Minister Mr. Mark Carney
during the G20 Summit,
Shri Goyal highlighted that
both leaders agreed to begin
negotiations for a high-am-
bition Comprehensive Eco-

- o .

nomic Partnership Agree-
ment (CEPA) and double
bilateral trade by 2030. He
said that CEPA reflects the
trust between the two coun-
tries, strengthens investor
confidence and provides a
robust framework for ad-
dressing issues based on
mutual respect.

Shri Goyal wunderlined
that India’s national power
grid of 500 GW, including
250 GW of clean energy ca-
pacity, provides the resil-
ience required for Al-driven
infrastructure. He noted
that India’s ambition to dou-
ble clean energy capacity to

500 GW by 2030 positions
the country as a trusted
and sustainable partner,
and that India is among the
few democracies capable of
offering genuine 24-hour
clean energy at globally
competitive rates.

Referring to the seventh
Ministerial Dialogue held
earlier this month with
Canada’s Minister of Inter-
national Trade, Shri Goyal
said both sides agreed to
reinvigorate  business-to-
business engagement and
explore two-way business
delegations. He appreciated
the steady flow of Canadian
investments into India, par-
ticularly through Canadian
pension funds, and noted
the increasing interest of
Canadian companies in
expanding operations
the country. Shri Goyal also
highlighted India’s strong
economic  fundamentals,
stating that the country has
moved from the “Fragile
Five” to being among the
world’s top five economies.

in

New Delhi, Sept 18 (GNS):
India is entering a multi-year
infra super-cycle, with the
Nifty Infrastructure index
delivering 2 times returns
of the Nifty 50 over the past
three years, a report said on
Tuesday. India’s infrastruc-
ture equities have evolved
from defensive to high beta,
high alpha and could nearly
double in market size by
2030 to around Rs 25 lakh
crore, the report from Small-
case said. Analysts said that
the growth is driven govern-
ment spending and private
capex revival -- helped by
PLI schemes, global supply-
chain shifts, and manufac-
turing incentives.

Smallcase estimated that
Rs 1 of infrastructure capex
delivers roughly Rs 2.5 -- Rs
3 of GDP impact.

Markets are likely to main-
tain a high beta to infrastruc-
ture execution; earnings vis-
ibility across engineering,
construction, industrials, ce-
ment, power equipment and
logistics remain robust, the

report noted. InvITs growth
will be underpinned by pre-

dictable, contract-based
revenue streams offering
pre tax yields of about 10-12
per cent and post tax returns
near 7-9 per cent generally
higher than many conven-
tional fixed-income instru-
ments. The Nifty Infrastruc-
ture Index returned 14.5 per
cent, 82.8 per cent and 181.2
per cent over the past 1, 3
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Infrastructure assets offer
steadier returns than equities

and 5 years, outperforming
the Nifty 50’s 10.5 per cent,
41.5 per cent and 100.3 per
cent, the report said.
“Though Infrastructure in-
vestment in India Although
these assets can experience
temporary fluctuations dur-
ing periods of market un-
certainty, their historical
volatility of about 10.2 per
cent is well below the eq-
uity market’s 15.4 per cent,

resulting in comparatively
steadier performance,”" said
Abhishek Banerjee, Invest-
ment manager on smallcase,
and founder of LotusDew.
With a correlation of
only 0.42 to equities, infra-
structure platforms tend
to behave similarly to utili-
ties, producing consistent,
inflation-linked income that
is largely unaffected by eco-
nomic swings, he added.

CCRAS Programme Aims to Accelerate
Evidence-Based Ayurveda and Industry Linkages

New Delhi, Sept 18 (GNS):
The Central Council for
Research in Ayurvedic Sci-
ences (CCRAS), Ministry of
Ayush, is set to unveil the
second edition of its high-
impact industry-research
interface programme, SID-
DHI 2.0 (Scientific Innova-
tion in Drug Development,
Healthcare & Integration),
in Vijayawada on November
25-26, 2025. Organised by
CCRAS-Regional Ayurveda
Research Institute (RARI),
Vijayawada, in collabora-
tion with the Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII),
Vijayawada Zone, the con-
clave is positioned as one
of the most significant na-
tional platforms advancing

the scientific, industrial,
and commercial ecosystem
of Ayurveda.

Ahead of the launch, Shri
Prataprao Jadhav, Union
Minister of State (IC) for
Ayush and Minister of State
for Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India, men-
tioned, “SIDDHI 2.0 repre-
sents our continuous efforts

and commitment to boost
the Traditional Medicine
sector and transform Ayush
into a system that stands
firmly on scientific founda-
tions. CCRAS has created a
strong national platform for
innovation, and its engage-
ment with industry is crucial
for transforming research
outcomes into high-quality
Ayurvedic products that
meet global expectations.”

Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha,
Secretary, Ministry of Ayush,
emphasised,  “Ayurveda’s
future lies in its ability to
convert validated research
into accessible and reliable
solutions. SIDDHI 2.0 is a
timely initiative that brings
together CCRAS’ scientific
strength and the manufac-
turing capabilities of India’s
Ayush industry, enabling
faster product development
and smoother regulatory
pathways.”

Building on the momen-
tum generated by CCRAS’
PRAGATI-2024 (Pharma Re-
search in Ayurgan and Tech-
no Innovation) initiative

last year, SIDDHI 2.0 marks
a decisive shift towards re-
search-led product develop-
ment, indigenous technolo-
gies, and faster translational
pipelines—priorities at the
heart of India’s current Ay-
ush innovation strategy.
Prof. Rabinarayan Acha-
rya, Director  General,
CCRAS, highlighted the key
features of the program and
informed, “This two-day
programme has been struc-
tured as a focused engage-
ment that aligns CCRAS’
scientific work with
dustrial application. Tt will
showcase CCRAS’ research
outcomes, match them with
industry requirements, and
create actionable pathways
for product development,
validation, and scale-up.
By bringing researchers,
manufacturers, regulators,
and clinicians together, the
programme will accelerate
Ayurveda’s transition toward
a more evidence-driven,
innovation-ready  future.”
The initiative is being driven
by the scientific leadership

in-

of CCRAS, which has ar-
ticulated a strong national
vision for evidence-based
Ayurveda. CCRAS is poised
to outline India’s rapidly
evolving Ayurvedic research
ecosystem, playing a central
role in drug development,
standardisation, validation,
regulatory  advancement,
and commercialisation.

The event, SIDDHI 2.0,
will be graced by Shri K.
Dinesh Kumar, IAS, Direc-
tor (Ayush), Government of
Andhra Pradesh, and Dr. N.
Srikanth, Deputy Director
General, CCRAS. The meet
will also bring together over
25 leading Ayurvedic phar-
maceutical companies from
Southern India—including
Himalaya, Oushadhi, IMP-
COPS, Laila Nutra Pvt. Ltd.,
and Imis Pharmaceuticals—
along with researchers, cli-
nicians, academic experts,
State Ayush representatives.

,. and postgraduate schol-
ars from NRS Ayurvedic Col-
lege, Vijayawada. Positioned
as a national translational
accelerator, SIDDHI 2.0 aims

to expand industry adop-
tion of CCRAS technologies,
strengthen institutional
networks, enhance quality
and regulatory systems, and
support the development
of globally competitive
Ayurvedic pharmaceuticals.
By advancing scientific in-
novation and industrial col-
laboration in tandem, SID-
DHI 2.0 sets the stage for a
new era of evidence-based
Ayurveda aligned with In-
dia’s vision for holistic, mod-
ern, and scalable traditional

medicine.
The conclave will feature
presentations on CCRAS

technologies, research find-
ings, product development
opportunities and regula-
tory pathways, while fa-
cilitating direct interaction
between researchers and
industry stakeholders. Or-
ganisers said the initiative is
expected to promote tech-
nology transfer, strengthen
collaboration and accelerate
the development of quality
Ayurvedic products for do-
mestic and global markets.

New Feature Enables Shared Digital
Payments With Spending Limits

New Delhi, Sept 18 (GNS):
NPCI BHIM Services Lim-
ited (NBSL), a subsidiary
of the National Payments
Corporation of India, on
Tuesday launched a new
feature called UPI Circle Full
Delegation on the BHIM
Payments App. This feature
allows users to authorise
trusted people -- such as
family members, children,
staff, or dependents -- to
make UPI payments directly
from their account within a
fixed monthly limit. The aim
is to make shared financial
responsibilities easier while
ensuring full control and
transparency for the pri-
mary account holder. With
Full Delegation, a primary
user can permit a secondary
user to make UPI payments
without needing real-time
approval every time.

The primary user can set
a monthly spending limit
of up to Rs 15,000 and can
choose a validity period of
up to five years. This makes
everyday payments smooth-
er for households and small

businesses, especially when
managing expenses for se-
nior citizens, young adults,
or digitally inexperienced
users. The feature also allows
authorised users to make
payments without linking
their own bank account,
making digital transactions
more accessible.

NBSL MD & CEO Lalitha
Nataraj said that Full Dele-
gation takes UPI Circle to the
next level by enabling trust-
ed and autonomous pay-
ments within defined limits.
She added that the feature
reflects how Indian families
and businesses work in real
life, based on trust and ac-
countability, and ensures
that the BHIM App contin-
ues to offer simple, safe, and
inclusive digital payment so-
lutions. This feature will be
particularly useful for senior
citizens who are often hesi-
tant to use digital payments,
as well as for parents who
wish to give their children
controlled spending access.

Small business owners can
also benefit by allowing staff

to pay for daily operational
expenses such as fuel or toll
payments while maintaining
clear oversight.

Similarly, people who
are not familiar with digital
platforms can receive sup-
port from trusted contacts,
making everyday payments
easier and more secure.

UPI Circle is available
on the latest version of the
BHIM Payments App (Ver-
sion 4.0.10), which also
brings new features like Split
Expenses, Family Mode,
Spend Analytics, multilin-
gual options, and an im-
proved user experience.

NBSL said the Full Delega-
tion feature is designed to
expand access to digital pay-
ments while keeping spend-
ing within user-defined
limits. The primary account
holder can monitor autho-
rised transactions and retain
control over the delegated
arrangement, helping fami-
lies and businesses manage
routine expenses with great-
er convenience and trans-
parency.

Jayant Chaudhary hails youth at world
skills asia, reaffirms skill capital vision

New Delhi, Sept 18 (GNS):
The Ministry of Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE) today organised the
Send-Off Ceremony for In-
dia’s contingent participating
in the WorldSkills Asia Com-
petition (WSAC) 2025, sched-
uled from 27-29 November
2025 in Chinese Taipei. This
marks the first time India is
participating in the World
Skills Asia platform, making
the event a significant mile-
stone for the country’s global
skills journey.

The ceremony was graced
by Minister of State (I/C) for
Skill Development and En-
trepreneurship and Minister
of State for Education, Gov-
ernment of India, Shri Jayant
Chaudhary, as Chief Guest
and Secretary, Ministry of
Skill Development and Entre-
preneurship, Ms. Debashree
Mukherjee. The event also
witnessed the presence of
Gyan Bhushan, Senior Eco-
nomic Advisor, MSDE and
Sudesh Berry,renownedactor,
who motivated the contin-

gent with their encouraging
words. This year, the presti-
gious continental competi-
tion will see participation
from 500+ competitors across
38 skill categories, represent-
ing nearly 40 Asian member
and guest countries. The In-
dian contingent, led by the
National Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC), the im-
plementation and knowledge
partner for WorldSkills India,
comprises 23 competitors
and 21 experts and will rep-
resent the nation in 21 skill
categories, competing on the
international stage against
Asia’s most skilled young pro-
fessionals and showcasing
India’s growing strength in
global skills excellence.
Speaking at the ceremony,
Shri Jayant Chaudhary said
“The young competitors
participating in World Skills
Asia embody India’s rising
strength as a global skills
leader. We have full faith that
months of rigorous training,
the mentorship of experts,
and the unwavering support

of our Sector Skill Councils,
the Ministry, and industry
partners who have prepared
these participants for this
moment. The Government is
committed to empowering
talent that can compete, col-
laborate, and contribute to
the vision of becoming Skill
Capital of the World.”

These candidates showcase
excellence across a diverse
range of new-age and tradi-
tional skills, including Digital
& IT Technologies, Mobile
Robotics, Mechatronics, CNC
Milling, Web Development,
Automotive Repair, Fashion
Technology, Graphic Design
, Beauty Therapy, and other
high-demand skills defining
the future of work. The com-
petitors representing India at
World Skills Asia 2025 were
selected through a rigorous,
multi-tier national process
anchored by India Skills Com-
petition 2024, the country’s
largest skill championship or-
ganised by NSDC. Winners of
the IndiaSkills Competition
earn the opportunity.

Limestone auction boosts investment, jobs in J&K

New Delhi, Sept 18 (GNS):
Union Minister of Coal &
Mines Shri G. Kishan Reddy,
along with Chief Minister
of Jammu & Kashmir Mr.
Omar Abdullah and Deputy
Chief Minister Shri Surinder
Kumar Choudhary, today
launched the first-ever auc-
tion process for limestone
mineral blocks in the Union
Territory of Jammu & Kash-
mir during a dedicated
launch programme and
roadshow held in Jammu.
This milestone initiative
marks a significant step in
implementing the mining
reforms introduced under
the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regula-
tion) Act (MMDR Act), 2015
and positions Jammu &
Kashmir among States and
UTs adopting a transparent,
digital, and auction-based
system for mineral resource
allocation. Seven limestone
blocks, spread across the
districts of Anantnag, Ra-
jouri, and Poonch, were put
up for auction. These blocks,
classified under G3 and G4
stages of the United Nations

Framework  Classification
(UNFC), cover approxi-
mately 314 hectares and are
anticipated to generate sig-
nificant industrial interest,
particularly in the cement
and construction sectors.
The auction, being con-
ducted under subsections (4)
and (5) of Section 11 of the
MMDR Act, represents a ma-
jor step forward in unlocking
the mineral wealth of Jammu
& Kashmir, which is now en-
tering the national competi-
tive bidding ecosystem for
the first time. The limestone
auction in Jammu & Kashmir
aligns with the Central Gov-
ernment’s broader develop-
ment push for the Union
Territory. Under the Prime
Minister’s Industrial Devel-
opment Scheme, J&K is be-
ing positioned as an emerg-
ing investment hub with a
clear focus on job creation
and transparent industrial
processes. Jammu & Kash-
mir is witnessing improve-
ments in connectivity and
infrastructure, which sup-
port mining and allied sec-
tors. The successful auction

is expected to boost local
industry, generate employ-
ment, and contribute to the
government’s vision of fast-
tracking economic growth in
Jammu & Kashmir.

Speaking at the event,
Union Minister Shri G. Kis-
han Reddy described the
auction as a transformative
milestone for the region and
reaffirmed the Government’s
commitment to ensuring
that mineral development
leads to employment gener-
ation, industrial growth, and
long-term socio-economic
benefits for local commu-
nities. Chief Minister Mr.
Omar Abdullah noted that
the initiative will strengthen
investor confidence, diver-
sify the region’s industrial
base, and support employ-
ment and entrepreneur-
ship avenues for the youth.
Deputy Chief Minister Shri
Surinder Kumar Choudhary
congratulated all stakehold-
ers and acknowledged the
collaborative role of the
Centre and the UT Govern-
ment in driving this reform.
As part of the roadshow,

MECL presented detailed
technical and geological as-
sessments of the identified
blocks, SBI Capital Markets
explained the transactional
framework, and MSTC dem-
onstrated the e-auction pro-
cess, ensuring that potential
bidders are adequately in-
formed and supported.

The sale of Tender Docu-
ments will begin on Novem-
ber 28, 2025, with the pre-bid
conference on December 12,
2025. The last date for pur-
chase of Tender Documents
is January 19, 2026, and the
last date for submission of
bids is January 20, 2026 via
the MSTC online auction
platform. This initiative re-
flects the Government of
India’s continued commit-
ment to transparency, tech-
nology-enabled regulation,
and sustainable resource
utilization—advancing the
vision of a self-reliant min-
eral sector and contribut-
ing to the broader national
goal of Viksit Bharat 2047.
Jammu & Kashmir The seven
limestone blocks, covering
about 314 hectares, are lo-

cated in Anantnag, Rajouri
and Poonch districts and are
expected to attract invest-
ment from cement and con-
struction industries. Officials
said the auction could help
unlock the region’s mineral
potential while creating op-
portunities for industrial de-
velopment and employment.

During the roadshow, tech-
nical and geological details
of the mineral blocks were
presented to prospective
bidders. MECL shared as-
sessments of the blocks, SBI
Capital Markets explained
the transaction process, and
MSTC demonstrated the on-
line e-auction system to help
bidders understand the pro-
cedures. The initiative is also
expected to strengthen coor-
dination between the Centre
and the Jammu & Kashmir ad-
ministration in implement-
ing mining reforms. Officials
said transparent allocation of
mineral resources, improved
infrastructure and greater
private-sector participation
would support the growth of
mining and allied industries
in the Union Territory.
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CM Revanth seeks 9.56 lakh PMAY-G houses

From page 1
The world's top compa-
nies are coming forward
to make huge investments
in Future City. TCS is going
to build the biggest Al data
center in the country with
Rs. 70 thousand crores.
Amazon has already start-
ed the construction of a
data center with an invest-
ment of lakh crores.
World's best universities,
Fortune-500 companies are
taking steps like Telangana.
From nursery to higher
education, as well as ITIs,
polytechnic colleges, skills
universities, the aim of the
government is to radically
transform the education
system through Telangana
public schools, Young India
Sports University etc. The
delegation explained the
goals to make Telangana a
$1 trillion economy by 2034
and $3 trillion by 2047.
Harvard University will

G
"
i

offer Executive Education
programmes in Hyderabad
from December, marking
a major step towards es-
tablishing Telangana as a
‘Global Knowledge Hub),
Hon’ble Chief Minister Sri
A. Revanth Reddy said.

At a meeting with a
30-member delegation of
UK business schools led
by House of Lords mem-

ber Lord Karan Bilimoria,
the Chief Minister outlined
Telangana’s plans to attract
leading international uni-
versities and expand global
academic partnerships.
Potential collaborations
with Harvard, MIT, Uni-
versity of London, Virginia
Tech and Northeastern
University include execu-
tive programmes, dual de-

grees, faculty training and
research.

International  institu-
tions in Telangana are
expected to create global
opportunities for students
and faculty, strengthen
industry-academia collab-
oration and attract global
companies. The govern-
ment is also establishing
Young India Skills Univer-

sity and an Education Hub
in Bharat Future City to
provide advanced, indus-
try-oriented skills.

The Chief Minister invit-
ed the UK delegation to the
Invest Telangana Global
Summit 2026 in December
and outlined the vision of
a $1 trillion economy by
2034 and $3 trillion econo-
my by 2047.

CS Reviews Khelo India
youth games arrangements

Hyderabad, Sept 18 (GNS):
State Chief Secretary Sanjay
Jaju emphasized the need
for coordinated efforts to
successfully conduct the
Khelo India Youth Games,
scheduled to be held in the
state from December 11
to 22. A high-level review
meeting regarding the ar-
rangements for the games
was held todayat the Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar State Secretariat.
Senior officials, includ-
ing Special Chief Secretary
Jayesh Ranjan, Sports Cor-
poration MD Soni Baladevi,
Commissioner of Collegiate
and Technical Education
Devasena, GHMC Com-
missioner Karnan, IT De-
partment Joint Secretary
Anudeep Durishetty, DIS-
COM MD Musharraf Alj,
and HMDA Commissioner
Sarfaraz Ahmad, attended
the meeting. Speaking on
the occasion, Chief Secre-
tary Sanjay Jaju announced
that the Khelo India Youth
Games would be organized
in Hyderabad and five other
cities from December 11 to

petitions would be held in
Hyderabad, as well as in the
districts of Hanumakonda,
Karimnagar, Nizamabad,
Mahabubnagar, and Kham-
mam. He noted that these
games, featuring athletes
under the age of 18, hold
significance ~ comparable
to the National Games. He
further explained that ap-
proximately 6,050 athletes
would participate across a
total of 27 sporting events.
He stated that these games
would comprise 14 indi-
vidual sports categories, 6
team event categories, and
six other sporting events. He
announced the formation
of an 18-member organiz-
ing committee to ensure the
successful conduct of the
Khelo India Youth Games,
with the State Chief Minis-
ter serving as Chairman and
the State Sports Minister as
Co-Chairman. Sanjay Jaju
further revealed that, in ad-
dition to this, an executive
committee comprising 28
senior officials and another
18 special committees have

Court rejects BRS leader’s remand after
dramatic arrest over social media post

Hyderabad, Sept 18 (GNS):
A city court on Friday reject-
ed the remand of BRS leader
Manne Krishank, hours after
his dramatic arrest by police,
who broke open the locked
door of his residence. Nam-
pally court refused to send
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
social media convenor Kris-
hank to judicial custody after
his arrest over a social media
post. On a remand petition
filed by the police, the court
said it was rejecting the re-
mand request in view of the
guidelines laid down by the
Supreme Court.

Earlier, police arrested
Krishank from his residence
after high drama. A large

number of policemen had
surrounded his residence
since early morning.

As the BRS leader had
locked himself in, the police
officers made repeated re-
quests to him to come out. As
Krishank did not come out,
police broke open the lock
of the iron grill to enter the

house and arrested him.

Krishank was booked for
a social media post about an
incident in which BRS Work-
ing President K. T. Rama Rao’s
personal assistant and public
relations officers were alleg-
edly attacked in Saifabad Po-
lice Station on September 14.

“Why did they need to
come with 100 policemen
just because I tweeted asking
who entered the Saifabad po-
lice station wearing masks?
Am I some criminal? Am I
trying to escape anywhere?”
asked Krishank.

He said police came to his
house at 5 a.m., broke the
locks on the gate, and even
tried to break the door.

Telangana BJP demands resignation
of all defected MLAs

Hyderabad, Sept 18 (GNS):
The Bharatiya Janata Party’s
Telangana unit on Friday
welcomed the High Court
verdict disqualifying MLA
Danam Nagender, who de-
fected from the BRS party to
the Congress, and demanded
that all defected MLAs resign
and seek a fresh mandate.
State BJP president N.
Ramchander Rao said the
High Court order delivered
in favour of the petition filed
by BJP Floor Leader in As-
sembly, Alleti Maheshwar
Reddy and setting aside the
Speaker's earlier decision
marks a significant victory

)

tutional grounds. “How jus-
tifiable is it for Rahul Gan-
dhi—who frequently carries
a copy of the Constitution—
to allow the 10th Schedule
and the Anti-Defection Law
(introduced by his own fa-
ther) to be so blatantly disre-

Rao in a post on X.

The state BJP chief alleged
that the Congress govern-
ment is perpetuating the
same culture of defections
that the previous BRS gov-
ernment engaged in. “This
verdict serves as a stinging
rebuke to the Congress par-
ty. The High Court's ruling
makes it clear that the Con-
gress party has suffered both
a moral and legal defeat,” he
said. He demanded that, re-
specting democracy and the
Constitution, all MLAs who
defected immediately resign
from their posts and seek a
fresh mandate from the peo-
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Telangana HC disqualifies
Danam Nagender as MLA

Hyderabad, Sept 18 (GNS):
In the first such judgment
in the state, the Telangana
High Court on Friday dis-
qualified Khairatabad MLA
Danam Nagender from the
Assembly on the ground
of defection. The court
consequently declared the
seat vacant.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice Apa-
resh Kumar Singh and Jus-
tice G.M. Mohiuddin set
aside the order of Speaker
Gaddam Prasad Kumar,
who had rejected petitions
seeking Nagender’s dis-
qualification. The court de-
clared that Nagender stood
disqualified from April 23,
2024, under Paragraph 2(1)
(a) of the Tenth Schedule
to the Constitution. The
bench in its 91-page order
held that Nagender, who
was elected on a BRS ticket
in the 2023 Assembly elec-
tions, incurred disqualifi-
cation after contesting the
2024 Lok Sabha election
from Secunderabad as a
Congress candidate while
continuing as BRS MLA.

The High Court also di-
rected its registry to com-
municate the order to the
secretary to the Assembly
Speaker and to the Elec-
tion Commission of India
The bench also declined

a plea from Nagender’s
counsel to keep the order
in abeyance for some time
to enable him to approach
the Supreme Court.

The verdict came against
the backdrop of petitions

seeking action against
nine BRS MLAs who joined
the Congress, and chal-
lenging the Speaker's
decision in rejecting the
disqualification pleas.
The BRS as well as the BJP
in particular challenged
the Speaker's decision in
Nagender’s case. BJP As-
sembly floor leader Aleti
Maheshwar Reddy chal-
lenged the Speaker’s de-
cision when Nagender,
elected to the Assembly
on a BRS ticket, had con-
tested from the Secunder-
abad Lok Sabha constitu-
ency on a Congress ticket,
without resigning as BRS
legislator. BRS legislator
Padi Kaushik Reddy filed
separate a petition. The

bench had reserved orders
on August 21.

The ruling immediately
opened another legal front.
The Congress is expected
to challenge the judgment
before the Supreme Court,
while the BJP and BRS have
indicated that they would
file caveats before the apex
court, seeking to ensure
that no order was passed
on any challenge without
hearing them. While dis-
missing the disqualification
petition against Nagen-
der, the Speaker had based
his opinion on four main
points. He opined that it
had to be based on the
conduct within the House.
He further stated that the
Speaker’s jurisdiction un-
der the Tenth Schedule was
confined to the conduct
within the House. Conduct
outside the House was only
relevant if it destabilized
the BRS’s strength or func-
tioning in the House.

KTR appears before court in
Formula E-car race case

Hyderabad, Sept 18
(GNS): Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) Working

President K.T. Rama Rao
on Friday appeared before
the special ACB Court here
in the Formula E-car race
case. Rama Rao and other
accused in the case person-
ally appeared in court in
response to the summons.
Indian  Administrative
Service officer Arvind Ku-
mar and the Hyderabad
Metropolitan Development
Authority's former Chief
Engineer B.L.N. Reddy also
appeared before the court.
The court later adjourned
the hearing in the case to
October 30. This is the sec-
ond time former minister
Rama Rao has appeared
before the court in the For-
mula E-car race case. He
had earlier appeared on
July 31 but had sought ex-
emption from personal ap-
pearance on August 25.
According to the charge
sheet filed by the Anti-Cor-

March 2026, around Rs 55
crore was allegedly trans-
ferred to a foreign firm in
violation of norms during
the 2023 Formula E car
race in Hyderabad. KTR,
as Rama Rao is popularly
named, has been named
accused number one in the
case relating to the alleged
misappropriation of public
funds for conducting the
Formula E race in Hyder-
abad during the BRS rule.
The ACB questioned
KTR, Arvind Kumar, and
B.L.N. Reddy multiple
times in the case. KTR, who
was questioned by the ACB
four times, has already dis-

as a “bogus case”. Talking to
the media after coming out
of the court, Rama Rao said
the Congress government
booked a case against him
for promoting electric ve-
hicles and for bringing rec-
ognition to Hyderabad and
Telangana by conducting a
prestigious event. He, how-
ever, said he had full faith
in the judiciary and hence
appeared in the court for
the second time. "When-
ever the court summons,
I will appear,” he said.Sev-
eral BRS leaders and a large
number of party workers
also reached Nampally
Court Complex to show

22. He stated that the com- been constituted. on moral, legal, and consti- garded?” asked Ramchander ple by facing elections. ruption Bureau (ACB) in missed the Formula E case solidarity with KTR.
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weapon goes off accidentally

Hyderabad, Sept 18 (GNS):
A policeman died when
his service weapon went
off accidentally in Telan-
gana’s Nizamabad district
on Friday. The incident oc-
curred at Nizamabad Dis-
trict Police Headquarters
when Reserve Inspector
H. Satish was cleaning his
service revolver after com-
pleting his duty.

Hearing the gun sound,
other personnel rushed to-
wards the Reserve Inspec-
tor, but Satish succumbed
before he could be shifted
to the hospital.

Police shifted Satish’s
body to the Government
General Hospital for a post-

mortem examination. Po-
lice have registered a case
and taken up an investiga-
tion into the circumstances
that led to the misfire. Ini-
tially, it was suspected that
the Reserve Inspector shot
himself dead. However, po-
lice clarified that the gun
accidentally went off. Sui-
cides among a few police
personnel in Telangana in
recent times caused con-
cern in the Police Depart-
ment. On the occasion of
World Suicide Prevention
Day on September 10, Di-
rector General of Police
C.V. Anand made a special
appeal to the 93,000 police
personnel.
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