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India all set for BRICS

Summit;

New Delhi, Sep 10 (GNS): As
New Delhi gears up to host
the two-day BRICS Summit
over the weekend, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Thursday that India
is gearing up for the high-
profile event. PM Modi
shared a video on X, show-
ing Bharat Mandapam — the
venue of the BRICS Summit
— all decked up to welcome
world leaders.

The video ended with
a text that read, “India is
gearing up for BRICS 2026".
As BRICS chair 2026, India
will host the 18th BRICS
Summit in New Delhi on
September 12-13, bringing
together leaders of BRICS
Member and Partner Coun-
tries as well as Outreach
Invitees. While sharing the
video on X, PM Modi wrote,
“All set for BRICS 2026!”
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, Chinese President
Xi Jinping, South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa,
United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres,
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian and several
other leaders will visit the
Indian capital to attend the
summit.

India’s BRICS chairship is
guided by the theme: ‘Build-
ing for Resilience, Innova-
tion, Cooperation and Sus-
tainability’, reflecting PM
Modi’s vision of a people-
centric approach rooted
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in the spirit of “Humanity
First.” In addition to these
areas, the leaders will ex-
change views on strength-
ening intra-BRICS coopera-
tion on common priorities
and share perspectives on
global and regional matters
of mutual importance.

BRICS comprises Brazil,
China, Egypt, Ethiopia, In-
dia, Indonesia, Iran, Rus-
sia, Saudi Arabia, South Af-
rica, United Arab Emirates.
BRICS partner countries
are: Belarus, Cuba, Bolivia,
Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Ni-
geria, Thailand, Uganda,
Uzbekistan and Vietnam.
India is a founding member
of BRICS, and has previous-
ly held its chairship in 2012,
2016 and 2021.

India assumed its fourth
BRICS chairship on Janu-
ary 1. The year 2026 also
marks a significant mile-
stone as BRICS completes
20 years since its establish-
ment. Ahead of the BRICS
Summit, the Delhi Police, in
coordination with multiple
agencies, have made elabo-
rate security arrangements,
including the deployment
of 15,000 police personnel
and 200 companies of para-
military forces.

Police have also issued
advisories for the general
public about the routes that
will be “restricted” for VVIP
movement in view of the
upcoming event.
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CM Revanth urges Congress legislators to counter ‘BRS conspiracy’

Hyderabad, Sep 10 (GNS):
Telangana Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy on
Thursday asked Congress
legislators to  strongly
counter what he called
the conspiracy of the op-
position BRS to disrupt the
smooth functioning of the
State Legislature.
Addressing a Congress
Legislature Party (CLP)
meeting, he alleged that
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) hatched the con-
spiracy at the farmhouse of
its leader and former Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao. He urged the Congress
MLA and MLCs to strongly
counter the opposition's
conspiracy and expose
their plot against the gov-
ernment before the public.
CM Revanth Reddy said
even after losing power, the
BRS leaders refused to shed
their arrogance; they ver-
bally abused police officers

and public representatives
and disrupted the proceed-
ings of the House for three
days. They behaved inap-
propriately towards offi-
cials and caused embar-
rassment by taking off their
T-shirts in the presence of
female officers. They used
highly objectionable lan-
guage to abuse the Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly,
he said. He alleged that
when the SC Cell organised
a protest programme, they
insulted the Dalit commu-
nity by ritually "purifying"

the ground where Dalits
had walked. The Chief
Minister said an inquiry
has already been initiated
into the incidents that took
place at the Assembly gate
on September 7.

Both the former minis-
ters are presently with the
BRS, and they were alleg-
edly manhandled during
the September 7 incident.

He urged the Congress
legislators to explain to the
public the decisions taken
and the development and
welfare programmes im-

plemented by the Congress
government during the last
1,000 days. He thanked the
legislators for their coop-
eration during these 1,000
days of governance.

He told them that with
their support, the govern-
ment implemented initia-
tives not seen elsewhere in
the country. The CM told
the Congress legislators
to participate in the dis-
cussions in the Assembly.
Care must be taken to en-
sure that attendance in the
House does not drop.

“If you do not make
proper use of the mandate
given by the people, you
will not be able to succeed
politically in the future,”
he said and urged them
to raise issues concerning
their respective constitu-
encies. Revanth Reddy also
remarked that those who
rose through the Congress
party were now seeking to
cause harm to the party.
“If the Congress party had
not provided the opportu-
nity, would Sunitha Laxma
Reddy and Sabitha Indra

Reddy have risen to be-
come state-level leaders
otherwise?” he asked.

Referring to the caste
census  conducted in
Telangana, he said that it
serves as a role model for
the country. “This is an
achievement of the Telan-
gana state. We must pres-
sure the Centre to adopt
the Telangana model and
conduct a caste census
alongside the general cen-
sus,” he said.

The CM alleged that
there is a conspiracy to de-
lete votes under the guise of
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR). CM Revanth Reddy
said the country's adult
population is estimated
at 103 crore, but the voter
list shows only 88 crore. He
claimed that 15 crore votes
have gone missing across
the country and remarked
that there is a danger lurk-
ing somewhere.

Prince Rahim Aga Khan V Calls On

President Dro

New Delhi, Sept 10 (GNS):
Prince Rahim Aga Khan YV,
the 50th hereditary Imam
(spiritual leader) of the Shia
Ismaili Muslims and Chair
of the Aga Khan Develop-
ment Network, called on
President Droupadi Murmu
at Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Thursday. During their dis-
cussions, President Murmu
appreciated the work un-
dertaken by the Aga Khan
Development Network.
“His Highness Prince Ra-
him Aga Khan V called on
President Droupadi Mur-
mu at Rashtrapati Bhavan.
The President appreciated
the work undertaken by
the Aga Khan Develop-
ment Network and said it
demonstrates how non-
profit organisations, work-
ing in partnership with the
government, can improve

people’s quality of life,”
the President’s Secretariat
stated on X. Earlier in the
day, Vice President C P Rad-
hakrishnan held a meeting
with Aga Khan, with dis-
cussions held on further
strengthening cooperation
between India and the Aga
Khan Development Net-
work in several sectors, in-
cluding sports and educa-
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Murmu

tion. During the meeting,
the two leaders reaffirmed
the need to eradicate radi-
calisation and emphasised
that dialogue remains the
path to peace, stability and
shared prosperity.

“H.H. Prince Rahim Aga
Khan V met Hon’ble Vice-
President of India Shri C P
Radhakrishnan at Uprash-
trapati Bhavan today.

India, Armenia Continue To Strengthen
Military-To-Military Engagements

New Delhi, Sept 10 (GNS):
A five-member delegation
of the Armenian Armed
Forces, led by Major Gen-
eral Alexander Tsakanyan,
visited an Indian Air Force
(IAF) station under West-
ern Air Command and
undertook a guided tour
of operational and mainte-
nance facilities.

“Strengthening  India—
Armenia Defence Coop-
eration: A five-member
delegation of the Armenian
Armed Forces, led by Maj
Gen Alexander Tsakanyan,
visited an Indian Air Force
station under Western Air
Command. The delegation
undertook a guided tour
of operational and main-
tenance facilities,” the IAF
stated on X.

“The visit strength-
ened military-to-military

engagement. It fostered
mutual understanding,
knowledge sharing and
operational interoperabil-
ity. It also reaffirmed the
enduring defence ties be-
tween India and Armenia,”
it added.

As Armenia seeks to di-
versify its defence procure-
ment, India has emerged as
its major partner in mili-

tary technical cooperation
with both countries shar-
ing similar views on mul-
tilateralism and strategic
autonomy, the Ministry of
Defence stated last month,
highlighting Defence Sec-
retary Rajesh Kumar Singh’s
‘fruitful’ discussions with
Deputy Foreign Minister of
Armenia, Mnatsakan Safa-
ryan, in Yerevan.

India’s Election System Follows Constitution,
Laws Strictly: CEC Gyanesh Kumar

Ahmedabad, Sep 10 (GNS):
India’s electoral process is
conducted with strict ad-
herence to the Constitu-
tion, election laws and in-
structions of the Election
Commission of India (ECI),
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar said
on Thursday, describing the
system as a vast and trans-
parent mechanism that
sustains the world’s largest
democracy. He was speak-
ing at a special interaction
with enlightened citizens
on ‘Conducting Elections in
India - The Largest Democ-
racy in the World’ organised
at the Ahmedabad Manage-
ment Association (AMA).
Explaining the scale
of the electoral exercise,
CEC Kumar said India has
around 90 crore voters and
that conducting Lok Sab-
ha elections is the world’s
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largest electoral process.
“Around 1.8 crore personnel
are engaged in election du-
ties during a general elec-
tion, and managing such a
large electorate and work-
force reflects the distinctive
capacity of India’s election
system,” he emphasised.
CEC Kumar said the three
principal stages of the elec-
toral process are prepara-
tion of electoral rolls, poll-
ing and counting. “Around
12 lakh Booth Level Officers

SC Collegium recommends appointments to
Karnataka, Delhi, J&K & Ladakh, Jnharkhand HCs

(BLOs) verify electoral rolls
by visiting voters’ homes.
Continuous verification is
carried out to ensure that
eligible voters are included
while ineligible names are
removed,” he added.

He stressed that the basic
objective of the electoral
system is to ensure that
every eligible person be-
comes a voter and that no
ineligible person is includ-
ed in the electoral roll.

The Chief Election Com-
missioner also highlighted
the participation of po-
litical parties and candi-
dates at different stages of
the process. “Booth Level
Agents participate in the
verification of electoral
rolls, while mock polls are
conducted on Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs)
before actual polling be-
gins,” he said.

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court Collegium, headed
by Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Surya Kant, on Thurs-
day recommended a fresh
set of appointments to the
Delhi, Karnataka, Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh, and
Jharkhand High Courts.

The apex court Collegium
has approved the proposal
for appointment of judi-
cial officers Usharani, K.S.
Bharath Kumar and Nerale

Veerabhadraiah ~ Bhavani
as Judges of the Karnataka
High Court.

In its meeting held on
Thursday, the SC Colle-
gium also recommended
the names of eight judicial
officers for appointment
as Judges of the Delhi High
Court. The recommended
judicial officers are Gurvin-
der Pal Singh, Nivedita Anil
Sharma, Nisha Sahay Saxe-

na, Sanjay Sharma-I, Bharat
Parashar, Dr. (Smt.) Aditi
Choudhary, Dinesh Bhatt,
and Arun Bhardwaj.

“The Supreme Court Col-
legium, in its meeting held
on 10th September, 2026
has approved the proposal
for appointment of the fol-
lowing Judicial Officers as
Judges of the High Court
of Delhi,” said a statement
uploaded on the website of
the apex court.

Further, the SC Collegium
approved the proposal for
appointment of judicial of-
ficer Yash Paul Bourney as
a Judge of the High Court
of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh.

It also recommended the
appointment of judicial of-
ficers Manoj Prasad, Akhil
Kumar, and Ram Sharma
as Judges of the Jharkhand
High Court.

As per the Memorandum
of Procedure (MoP) gov-
erning the appointment
of High Court judges, the
proposal for appointment
is initiated by the Chief Jus-
tice of the High Court con-
cerned in consultation with
the two senior-most judges
of that High Court. The rec-
ommendation is forwarded
by the Chief Justice to the
Chief Minister, who trans-
mits it to the Governor.

US Proposes

End To H-1B

Job-Loss Grace

Washington: The Trump
administration has  pro-
posed ending the up-to-60-
day grace period that allows
H-1B workers and several
other  employment-based
visa holders to remain in
the United States after los-
ing their jobs, a move that
could sharply narrow the
time available to find a new
employer or pursue another
immigration option.

The Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) propos-
al, scheduled for publication
in the Federal Register on
Friday, would remove the
provision at 8 CFR 214.1(])
(2), which covers E-1, E-2,
E-3, H-1B, H-1B1, L-1, O-1
and TN visa classifications
and their dependents.

If finalised, workers whose
employment or qualifying
activity ends would gener-
ally have to leave the United

States immediately, unless
they are otherwise autho-
rised to remain.

DHS said the present
grace period “disconnects
the alien’s lawful status from
the very basis of eligibility”
for these employment-based
non-immigrant  classifica-
tions.

The proposal would re-
store what DHS described
as its earlier policy, under
which a worker was expected
to depart once employment
with the sponsoring employ-
er ended.

Under the current rule, eli-
gible workers and their de-
pendents may remain for up
to 60 days, or until the end
of their authorised validity
period if that comes earlier,
without being treated as out
of status because of the end
of employment. The period
is discretionary and can be
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Faster economic growth, deeper reforms
are the way forward for India

CHANDNI S CHANDEL
ome commentators
suggest that the econ-
omy may at long last

be on a higher growth track.

This is because growth in

the last five financial years

(2021-26), taking into ac-

count the advance esti-

mates for the current fiscal
year, averages a handsome

8.1 per cent — the best

on record. However, there

hasn't been enough of a

structural change in the

economy since the launch
of reforms in 1991. Much
work remains to be done
before the economy can
gain significant momen-
tum, writes senior journal-
ist TN Ninan in his Edit arti-
cle The longer road to faster
growth. Key macro num-
bers suggest caution. Many
sectors have benefited from
reform, like real estate; and
manufacturing may at last
be getting some momen-
tum, led by the electronics
sector, he writes. A pro-
ductivity uptick depends
critically on three structural
changes that are yet to hap-
pen: A substantially big-
ger manufacturing sector,
greater formalisation of the
economy and rapid urban-
isation. There is as yet not
enough evidence of any of
the three, he opines.
Meanwhile, talking about
the preparations going on

for presenting the 2026-27

Budget, our economy needs

to grow faster in order to

escape the middle-income
trap, writes senior financial
journalist Sushma Ramach-
andran in her Edit article
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Budget must spur all-out re-
forms. Though the restruc-
turing and recalibration of
the GST has been a game-
changer for the economy,
manufacturing has not yet
expanded sufficiently to ab-
sorb unskilled or skilled per-
sonnel. The Budget should
be used as an opportunity
to bring about greater ease
of doing business in the
economy, she writes.
Talking of the global
headwinds, widespread
demonstrations and riot-
ing have shaken Iran. The
ongoing  demonstrations
appear to represent an exis-
tential crisis for the Islamic
Republic of ITran. Calls for
regime change may be
premature, but change
within the regime is on the
cards, writes former Am-
bassador to Iran Gaddam
Dharmendra in his Edit
piece Turmoil puts Iran at
a crossroads. The pattern of
past protests in Iran, most
recently the 2022 anti-hi-

jab demonstrations, is that
popular discontent is ini-
tially fuelled by either a so-
cial (anti-hijab) or econom-
ic grievance and thereafter
it rapidly transforms into a
political uprising. The cur-

rent demonstrations are
following a similar pattern.
However, this time around,
the diversity of protesters
have shifted into a higher
gear with an intensity never
seen before.

Talking of something al-
together different, Editor-
in-Chief Jyoti Malhotra in
her weekly column The
Great Game Modi govt’s
cultural ambition writes
there’s something about a
museum that appeals to the
Modi government. The first
gallery of what'’s expected
to be the world’s largest
museum, the Yuge Yugeen
Bharat, will open by the
end of the year. From the
Pradhan Mantri Sangraha-
laya, to a museum of Indian
temple architecture being

built in the shadow of the
Ram Mandir, the RSS and
the BJP are keen to carve
out a special memory in the
heart of India, she avers.
Modi wunderstands that
you may hate them or love
them, but monuments are
always going to stand the
test of time. And that’s why,
New Delhi has been slowly
rebuilt and reshaped in the
last 11 years since Modi be-
came PM, she writes.
Denial of bail to Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam
in the 2020 riots conspir-
acy case continues to be
the topic of discussion and
debate, with the Supreme
Court holding that they
were not entitled to bail ef-
fectively for another year.
If a trial is delayed without
any valid justification, the
accused should be granted
bail, writes former SC Judge
Justice Madan B Lokur
(retd) in his Edit Speedy tri-
al is Umar-Sharjeel’s right.
The apex court noted that

it did not want to apportion
blame for the delay in fram-
ing charges either on the
prosecution or the accused
persons. But the cause of
delay ought to have been
apportioned, he writes.
Should Umar and Sharjeel
be deprived of their per-
sonal liberty due to a som-
nambulant  prosecution
and a meandering case?
Surely, this was a case that
should have been decided
within six months and not
one where documents were
supplied to the accused af-
ter three years, he avers.

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate conducted raids,
part of a money launder-
ing investigation into an
alleged multi-crore coal
theft scam in Bengal, on
the political consultancy
firm I-PAC, also the elec-
tion consultant of Ma-
mata Banerjee’s Trinamool
Congress. And the West
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee seized the
initiative, took to the roads
in the form of a rally. She
turned the incident it into
a springboard for political
retaliation, writes senior
journalist Shikha Mukerjee
in her Op-Ed How Mamata
turned the ED raid into a
rally. While the raids and
their timing, months away
from the crucial West Ben-
gal Assembly elections, fits
the pattern of similar raids
on people and organisa-
tions, the speed and Mama-
ta’s extravagant response
are a measure of how she
understood the effect of
the action, she writes.

K N PANDITA

report from a knowl-
edgeable source says
that more than 2,000

Iranian protestors, mostly
the youth, have been killed
in the ongoing anti-regime
protests, and almost 12,000
demonstrators have been
rounded up. Anti-regime
demonstrations have spread
to almost all the 31 provinces
of the country. Reportedly,
no fewer than a hundred
mosques have been vandal-
ised. In the holy city of Mash-
had, some mosques have
been set ablaze, and many
clerics are reported to have
left the city for a safer but
unknown place. The shop-
keepers in the main market
of Tehran have pulled down
the shutters of their shops,
and all business has come to
a standstill.

The 86-year-old Supreme
religious leader repeatedly
says that the agitation is
urged on jointly by the US
and Israel. He repeats that if
the US attacks Iran with the
intention of changing the
regime, Iran will react by at-
tacking American interests
all over the globe. The two
sides are exchanging threats
in a heightened tone. The
Iranian theocracy has to
project an enemy to neu-
tralise the fervour of protest-
ers. The US and Israel come
in handy. President Trump
has repeated his warning
that the US will strike if the
theocratic regime in Tehran
deploys its army to shoot the
protesters. The shooting in
Tehran and other towns in
Iran has been going on since
January 5, and if the grape-
vine is to be believed, more
people have been killed in

Iran in the eye

Iran in just two or three days
than the numbers killed in
the Ukraine war in 2 years,
which is computed at 24,000.

Trump’s threats appear
hollow and may even prove
counterproductive. During
its tenure of nearly four and
a half decades, the theo-
cratic regime has succeeded
in profiling the US as Iran’s
number one enemy (the
“Great Satan” ) among ordi-
nary Iranians. Trump needs
to understand that Iran is
not Venezuela. Ancient civi-
lizations have a personality.
Ali Khamenei cannot be tak-
en to Washington in hand-
cuffsAmusingly, a White
House Press staffer says that
Iran is sending messages to
White House which are dif-
ferent from what they say on
social media. Observers sus-
pect talks behind the curtain
are going on between Tehran
and Washington.

At the same time, the re-
gime could muster strength
and collect a crowd of about
a hundred thousand people
in Tehran to raise slogans
in its support. The regime
quickly hyped the news. If it
is true, then Iran is heading
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towards a civil war because,
owing to the non-availabil-
ity of a single channelising
force among the protesters,
the regime can drag on the
fight back. Reza Pahlavi, the
crown prince, based in the
West, has issued a couple of
directives to the masses of
Iranian people asking them
to pour out on the streets in
millions by way of a big show
against the theocratic re-
gime. Should he have chosen
a more subtle and diplomat-
ic stance in reaching the pro-
testing masses or not is what
history will tell him. But to
presume him the showpiece
in the ongoing turmoil is
not yet substantiated by the
ground situation.

The British press has been
taking a very cautious note
of the situation unfolding in
Iran. So far, there is nothing
in the British media that re-
flects its support for a demo-
cratic, non-religious move-
ment. The Western press has
been highlighting the col-
lapsing economy as the only
reason for a huge stir among
the people of Iran. The near-
collapsed economy is a re-
ality, but neither the real

of the storm

nor the only cause of an
agitation of huge magnitude
against the regime.

The reality about Iran is
that although it has done
much service to embellish
Islam, in cultural terms,
its people never became
truly Islamic. Iranians usu-
ally think highly of their
pre-Islamic civilisation and
traditions. In other words,
the civilisation of the Arabs
could not make real space
or accommodation in the
cultural periscope of the
people of Aryan stock. This
is true not only of Iran but
also of the entire belt of the
Asian lands that had become
home to the Aryan race after
its dislocation from the vast
Steppes of Central Asia, to
which Iran, Tajikistan, Af-
ghanistan and vast segments
of the sub-Himalayan or
North Indian region should
also be added.

The history of Iran (to be
precise, of Khorasan), Af-
ghanistan, Northern India,
the sub-Himalayan viz.,
Karakorum (literally mean-
ing the lands to the East of
Iran), Hindu Kush and Ba-
dakhshan regions, all have

often revolted against the
domination of Arab civili-
sation. Their resentment
has been active as well as
passive, depending on the
ground situation. In Iran,
revolts against Arab domina-
tion began from very early
times. Most of these revolts
were suppressed by the re-
gimes using muscle power
and support from local petty
satraps. On an ideological
level, the confrontation be-
tween liberals and conser-
vatives has a long history,
beginning in early times and
running down to the present
day. From the very begin-
ning of the Caliphate, Islam
was treated as a dichotomy,
which took the shape of
‘good Musulman and bad
Musulman’ in our times.

The priestly class has al-
ways been influential in
Iranian society. They have
inherited the influence and
not won it through their
merit. The Shia religious hi-
erarchy is close to the Zoro-
astrian religious hierarchy
that had been in vogue in
Iran for nearly four hundred
years prior to the advent of
Arabian culture.
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'‘Homeland or Demographic
Balance’ is the solution

n this day 19 January, thirty six years ago in 1990, the indigenous people of

Kashmir -the Kashmiri Pandits faced their worst in their valley where they had

been living for the last ten thousand years. They have a written history of more
than five thousand years in Kashmir. This was not the first time that they faced the slo-
gans of “Raliv-Galiv-Chaliv” (convert-get killed-flee) openly and publicly. It happened
earlier also during the despotic rule of Sultans, Cheks, Mughals, Pathans and even in
1931 and 1947. However, this time it happened despite the existence of the constitu-
tion, democratically elected governments, rule of law and universal human rights & the
fundamental rights which include the right to life.

After experiencing genocide and forced mass-exodus from Kashmir in 1989-90, the
displaced community of Kashmiri Pandits decided to organise a convention in Jammu
to build a response to their ethnic cleansing and displacement. It was a tall order to
think in terms of an appropriate response to the situation that the exiled community
was put to in their own country. In the climatic intense heat of July 1990 coupled with
the heat of having been forcibly thrown on the streets by the Islamic fundamental-
ists and terrorists in connivance with the political organisations in the valley, the dis-
placed community of Kashmiri Pandits organised a two-day conference on 13-14 July
1990 in Jammu named ‘Kashmiri Hindu Convention-1990’.City & Local Guides

The convention was attended by around 500 delegates of the community who ad-
opted a number of resolutions in the conclave. The most important resolution passed
unanimously was called ‘Resolution no. 4 and it gave a call for the creation of a security
zone in the valley of Kashmir with constitutional guarantees for the Hindu community
of Kashmir. This convention was held under the banner of All State Kashmiri Pandit
Conference (ASKPC) -the oldest socio-political representative body of the Kashmiri
Pandits headquartered at historic Sheetalnath in Srinagar-Kashmir. With this Conven-
tion and Resolution number 4, the struggle for the socio-cultural-political existence of
the displaced community began.

After a marathon public contact drive immediately after the convention, the key
youth activists of the displaced community including this author formed a public plat-
form to pursue the cause of the Resolution number 4. It consequently resulted in the
formation of Panun Kashmir on 31st December 1990. Panun Kashmir became the big-
gest rallying factor for the displaced community and accordingly a big conclave was
organized on 27-28 December, 1991 which was attended by the community activists
from all over the world. The 1,000 delegates’ conclave named ‘Margdarshan-1991" ad-
opted the Homeland Resolution on 28 December 1991. The resolution achieved his-
torical importance in the socio-political struggle of the Kashmiri Pandit community
post exodus from the valley and it caught the imagination of the people at large.

The Margdarshan homeland resolution has three parts viz the context, the declara-
tion and the operative part of the resolution. In the operative part, the resolution de-
mands that keeping in view the context and the declarations in the resolution, a sepa-
rate homeland for the Hindus of Kashmir be established on the north and east of river
Vitasta (Jehlum) in Kashmir where Kashmiri Hindus yearning to return and live in the
valley be resettled. The homeland should be declared a Union Territory and in this
territory, the Indian constitution should have a full flow in letter and spirit. It meant
that the historic resolution wanted reorganisation of the state of Jammu and Kashmir
along with the nullification of the Article 370 and 35A, separate constitution, flag and
emblem of Jammu and Kashmir along with any sort of special status to Jammu and
Kashmir state.

This resolution received great support from the people across the displaced com-
munity; and conferences after conferences held during the 1990s in various parts
of the country endorsed and reiterated the demand made in the historic resolu-
tion. On 13 July 2000, all frontal organisations of the Kashmiri Pandit community
held a ‘Kashmiri Pandit Representative Assembly’ in Jammu and in the spirit of the
Margdarshan resolution demanded a separate state for the Hindus of Kashmir in
the Kashmir valley. Thereafter, the Kashmir Displaced District unit of the BJP in
2013 adopted a resolution in a conference held at Jammu in which it demanded a
‘one-place settlement’ of the displaced community in the valley of Kashmir.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in the case of genocide and human
rights violations against the displaced community filed by this author in March 1994 in its
decision in the Commissions’s court in June 1999 said that the ‘Community of Kashmiri
Pandits was not given the due understanding and relief that they deserved’. It also said
that ‘the Commission is constrained to say that the acts akin to genocide were committted
against the Kashmiri Pandits in the valley and.....a genocide type design may exist in the
minds and utterances of the militants and terrorists against the Kashmiri Pandit commu-
nity’. The governments and the administration failed to do what they were supposed to do
for the victims of genocide in Kashmir even after their displacement from Kashmir. The
Delhi High Court described the displacement as the ethnic cleansing.

The responsibility for their genocide rests with the Islamic fundamentalist and ter-
rorist forces sponsored by Pakistan in Kashmir along with the cunning politicians
who worked hands in glove with the radical elements in the valley to execute ethnic
cleansing. The J&K government led by Farooq Abdullah connived with the conspira-
tors to implement their planning of forced mass-exodus from Kashmir. Equally re-
sponsible is the government of India for its failure to take effective measures to stop
the unfortunate happenings against the miniscule minority community in Kashmir
for decades despite getting all intelligence and official reports about the same.

The struggle for existence of the Kashmiri Pandit community continues for the last
more than three decades though generations changed over all these 36 years. The
spirit of the struggle stands unfazed among the members of the exiled community.
In continuation of the struggle, the prominent leaders and activists also struggled for
the reservation of seats for the exiled Kashmiri Pandit community in the J&K Legisla-
tive Assembly so that the community was represented at the highest political plat-
form. This important issue was taken up by this author and represented before the
Delimitation Commission along with the other community key activists, thinkers and
intellectuals. The Commission was convinced with the arguments put before it and it
recommended nomination of two seats in the Assembly for the Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity. Thereafter in December 2023, the parliament adopted an amendment to the
J&K Reorganisation Act 2019 paving way for the nomination of 5 members to the J&K
Assembly including two members from the displaced community.

In September-October 2024, the elections for the J&K Assembly were held and the
Assembly was constituted. It is now fifteen months that the Assembly stands consti-
tuted and functional, but the nomination of the members, that has parliamentary
sanction, has not been made till date. In case the government was unable to take a
decision in this regard due to some court case pertaining to the nominations, it should
have been guided by the Supreme Court judgement in the case of nominations to the
Puducherry Assembly which upheld the nominations. Moreover, no court has granted
any stay to these nominations by the government.
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Integration of ocean science and biotechnology to strengthen India’s
economy, environment, and employment: Dr Jitendra Singh

New Delhi, Jan 18 (UNI)
Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) for Sci-
ence & Technology, Earth
Sciences, and MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances, Pensions, Atomic En-
ergy and Space, Dr Jitendra
Singh said this today while
on a visit to the Atal Centre
for Ocean Science and Tech-
nology for Islands (ACOSTTI)
to launch and review key
marine technology initia-
tives aimed at strengthen-
ing the Blue Economy and
livelihoods in the Andaman
& Nicobar Islands.Address-
ing scientists, officials and
stakeholders on the occa-
sion, the Minister said In-
dia’s future economic value
addition will increasingly

come from untapped ma-
rine resources as the coun-
try moves rapidly towards
becoming one of the world’s
top economies. He high-
lighted that Government's
strong focus on the Blue
Economy reflects Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vi-
sion that India cannot devel-
op in isolation by focusing
only on the mainland while
leaving behind island ter-
ritories and coastal regions.
The event was held at Atal
Centre for Ocean Science
and Technology for Islands,
a unit of National Institute of
Ocean Technology, under the
Ministry of Earth Sciences, at
Dollygunj, Sri Vijaya Puram

(Port Blair). The programme
was attended by Shri Bishnu

Pada Ray, Hon'ble Member
of Parliament from Anda-
man & Nicobar Islands, Dr.
M. Ravichandran, Secretary,
Ministry of Earth Sciences,
senior officials of the Anda-
man & Nicobar Administra-
tion, scientists from NIOT
and other research institu-
tions, and representatives
from local departments and
Self-Help Groups.

Praising the consistent
and energetic representa-
tion of the Andaman & Nico-
bar Islands in Parliament,
the Minister said that sus-
tained advocacy has ensured
that national attention and
resources are directed to-
wards island development.
He recalled that since 2014,
the Prime Minister has given

the highest priority to the
North Eastern region and
island territories, a shift that
is now clearly visible in the
scale of scientific, adminis-
trative, and ministerial en-
gagement in the region.
Referring to the Deep
Ocean Mission, Dr. Jitendra
Singh said it was a matter of
pride that the Prime Minis-
ter announced the mission
not once but twice from
the ramparts of the Red
Fort, underscoring India’s
commitment to the Blue
Economy. He highlighted
that marine resources, long
under-explored, will play a
decisive role in sustaining
India’s growth trajectory as
conventional resources get
exhausted. The Blue Econo-

my, he said, will significantly
contribute to employment
generation, exports, en-
vironmental  sustainabil-
ity, and overall economic
resilience. The Minister
highlighted key initiatives
launched and demonstrated
during the programme, in-
cluding the pilot-scale open
sea cage culture of marine
fish and large-scale seaweed
cultivation.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said the
initiatives demonstrated at
ACOSTI would help trans-
late India’s marine scientific
capabilities into practical
economic opportunities
for island communities. He
emphasised the need to ex-
pand modern aquaculture,
seaweed cultivation and

other ocean-based activities
while ensuring sustainable
use of marine resources.
Such interventions, he said,
can create new livelihood
avenues for fishermen, Self-
Help Groups and local en-

trepreneurs.
The Minister also un-
derlined the importance

of integrating scientific re-
search with local needs and
strengthening the participa-
tion of island communities
in emerging marine tech-
nologies. He said the Anda-
man & Nicobar Islands, with
their strategic location and
rich marine resources, have
significant potential to be-
come a hub for innovation,
sustainable fisheries and
blue-economy activities.

India has
world’s lowest
data costs,
highest data
usage: Scindia

New Delhi, Jan 18 (UNI)
Union Communications
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Saturday said that India
now has world’s lowest data
costs and highest data usage,
driven by robust digital in-
frastructure. There are more
than 120 crore mobile users
in the country and the 4G
network is expected to reach
every village by June this year.

“World’s lowest data costs,
world’s leading data usage
India’s digital revolution led
by PM Narendra Modi is truly
built for its people,” the min-
ister posted on X social media
platform. BSNL has installed
a total of 97,068 4G sites,
and 93,511 sites are ‘On-Air’
(till October 31, 2025). The
state-run  telecom opera-
tion aims to upgrade all 4G
towers to 5G within the next
few months. Meanwhile, the
5G services have been rolled
out in all states and union
territories (UTs) across the
country and presently, these
are available in 99.9 per cent
of the districts. As on October
31, telecom service provid-
ers (TSPs) have installed 5.08
lakh 5G Base Transceiver Sta-
tions (BTSs) across rural and
urban area of the country.

More than 31 lakh Base
Transceiver Stations (BTSs)
have been installed across
the country. To reduce call
drops and improve internet
connectivity in underserved
areas, the government has
taken several initiatives, like
BharatNet project for provid-
ing broadband connectiv-
ity in Gram Panchayats (GPs)
and villages.

Western Disturbance, calm winds and highly unfavourable meteorological
conditions are the causes of degrading AQI in the region

New Delhi, Jan 18 (UNI) To-
day, Delhi’s daily average
AQI clocked 400 at 4PM, as
per the Daily AQI Bulletin
by Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), which further
rose to 428 today at 8PM. In
view of the rising trend in
AQI owing to Western Distur-
bance, calm winds and high-
ly unfavourable weather/
meteorological conditions
in the region, the Sub-Com-
mittee on Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) of the
Commission for Air Qual-
ity Management in NCR and
Adjoining Areas (CAQM)
called on an urgent meeting
today in the evening.
Keeping in view the pre-
vailing trend of air quality

and in an effort to prevent
further deterioration of air
quality in the region, the
Sub-Committee on GRAP to-
day has taken the call to pro-
actively invoke all actions as
envisaged under Stage-IV of
extant GRAP - ‘Severe+’ Air
Quality (Delhi’s AQI > 450),
with immediate effect in the
entire NCR. This is in addi-
tion to the preventive/ re-
strictive actions mentioned
under Stage-I, IT and III of
extant GRAP already in-force.
Various agencies responsible
for implementing measures
under GRAP and Pollution
Control Boards (PCBs) of
NCR and DPCC have also
been advised to ensure strict
implementation of actions

under Stage-IV of extant
schedule of GRAP in addition
to all actions under Stage-I,
I, IIT of extant GRAP already
in force, during this period.

A 5-point action plan as
per Stage-IV of extant GRAP
is applicable with immediate
effect in the entire NCR. This
5-point action plan includes
steps to be implemented/
ensured by different agen-
cies and Pollution Control
Boards of NCR and DPCC.
These steps are: Stop entry of
BS-1V truck traffic into Delhi
(except for trucks carrying
essential commodities/ pro-
viding essential services.)

All LNG/ CNG / Electric/
BS-VI Diesel trucks shall
however be permitted to en-

ter Delhi. Enforce strict ban
on plying of Delhi - registered
diesel operated BS-IV and
below Heavy Goods Vehicles
(HGVs) in Delhi, except those
carrying essential commodi-
ties / providing essential ser-
vices. Ban C&D activities, as
in the GRAP Stage-I1], also for
linear public projects such
as highways, roads, flyovers,
overbridges, power transmis-
sion, pipelines, tele-commu-
nication etc. State Govts. in
the NCR and the GNCTD to
mandatorily conduct classes
in schools for children even
for higher classes i.e.

from class VI to IX and XI
in a “Hybrid” mode i.e., both
in physical and online mode
(wherever online mode is

feasible) in the territorial ju-
risdiction of the NCT of Delhi
and in the districts of Guru-
gram, Faridabad, Ghaziabad
and Gautam Buddha Nagar.
The NCR State Governments
may also consider conduct-
ing classes for students as
above in a “Hybrid” mode in
other areas in NCR.Note: The
option to exercise the online
mode of education, wherever
available, shall vest with the
students and their guardians.

State Governments may
consider additional emer-
gency measures like closure
of colleges/ educational
institutions and closure of
non-emergency commercial
activities, permitting running
of vehicles on odd-even.
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New Delhi, Jan 18 (UNI)
Indian Coast Guard Ship
(ICGS) Sankalp, an Off-
shore Patrol Vessel, arrived
at Port Louis, Mauritius on
January 17, 2026 as part
of its ongoing Overseas
Deployment to Friendly
Foreign Countries in the
Indian Ocean Region. The
visit reflects India’s con-
tinued commitment to
strengthening maritime
cooperation, enhancing
interoperability and fur-
ther deepening bilateral
ties with Mauritius.

The deployment is in
line with India’s maritime
vision of SAGAR - Secu-
rity and Growth for All in
the Region- which seeks
to promote regional mari-
time safety, security and
environmental protection.
In keeping with the Indian
Coast Guard’s emphasis on
gender inclusivity in mari-
time operations, two wom-
en officers are embarked
onboard ICGS Sankalp,
underscoring their expand-
ing role in the service and
India’s commitment to
women empowerment in
the maritime domain. Dur-
ing its stay at Port Louis, the
ship will undertake a series
of professional interactions
with the National Coast
Guard of Mauritius and
other maritime agencies of
Mauritius. These interac-
tions are aimed at sharing
best practices and strength-
ening cooperation in key
operational domains.

A comprehensive train-
ing programme has been
planned, including sea
and harbour drills, oil pol-

ICGS Sankalp Visits
Port Louis, Mauritius

lution response exercises,
damage control (NBCD)
exercises, as well as fire-
fighting drills. The training
activities will also include
Visit, Board, Search and
Seizure (VBCC) joint train-
ing, navigation bridge and
Machinery Control Room
(MCR) integration drills to
enhance operational coor-
dination and readiness.

In addition to operation-
al engagements, the port
call will feature friendly
sports fixtures and cultur-
al exchanges to promote
camaraderie and people-
to-people connect. The
crew will also participate
in community service ac-
tivities, reflecting India’s
approach of constructive
outreach and goodwill. The
visit will further provide an
opportunity to showcase
India’s indigenous ship-
building capabilities, sup-
porting the vision of Aat-
manirbhar Bharat.

The visit of ICGS Sankalp
reinforces India’s role as a
reliable maritime partner
in the Indian Ocean Region
and highlights the Indian
Coast Guard’s commitment
to maritime safety, secu-
rity, capacity building and
environmental protection,
while strengthening bilat-
eral relations with Mau-
ritius. On completion of
its visit to Mauritius, ICGS
Sankalp will sail for Sey-
chelles as part of its con-
tinuing Overseas Deploy-
ment in the Indian Ocean
Region, further expanding
India’s maritime outreach
and cooperation with key
island nations.

AlIIA Celebrates National Startup Day 2026 with Awareness Programme
on MSME Opportunities for Ayurveda-based Startups

New Delhi, Sept 10 (GNS):
On the occasion of National
Startup Day 2026, the All
India Institute of Ayurveda
(AIIA), through its startup in-

cubation centre Incubation
Centre for Ayurveda Innova-
tion and Entrepreneurship
(ATIA-iCAINE), successfully
organized an Awareness Pro-
gramme on MSME Opportu-
nities for Ayurveda-based
Startups at its New Delhi
campus. The programme
was conducted in collabora-
tion with the MSME-Devel-
opment & Facilitation Office,
Government of India.

The programme brought
together policymakers,
academic leaders, startup
enablers, and aspiring en-
trepreneurs to deliberate on

strengthening the MSME

and startup ecosystem, with
a special focus on Ayurveda
and integrative health inno-
vations. The sessions high-
lighted government sup-
port schemes, institutional
mechanisms for innovation,
intellectual property protec-
tion, certification and stan-
dardization requirements,
and financial mechanisms
essential for early-stage
startups. The programme
commenced with a welcome
address by Dr. Arun Kumar,
setting the context for inno-
vation-driven entrepreneur-
ship in Ayurveda. Shri Sunil
Kumar, Deputy Director,
MSME, provided an over-
view of MSME initiatives
and government schemes
relevant to Ayurveda-based
enterprises. Prof. Manju-

sha Rajagopala shared the
academic and institutional
perspective on fostering
innovation and entrepre-
neurship within Ayurveda
institutions. The keynote
address was delivered by
Dr. R. K. Bharti, Joint Direc-
tor, MSME, who emphasized
the need for a strong policy-
supported ecosystem to pro-
mote startups and MSMEs,
particularly in traditional
medicine and wellness sec-
tors.

The technical sessions
featured expert talks by Ms.
Sangeeta Nagar, former Se-
nior Scientist, DPIIT, on In-
tellectual Property Rights
(IPR) and their importance
for startups, and Ms. Jyoti
Neeraj, Senior Manager, SID-
BI, who elaborated on finan-

cial support mechanisms
and funding opportunities
available for startups and
MSMEs. The programme
concluded with a vote of
thanks by Shri Sujith Erane-
zhath, CEO, AITA-iCAINE,
and Shri Naveen Kumar, As-
sistant Director, MSME.

The event reaffirmed
ATTA-iCAINE’s commit-
ment to nurturing a robust,
innovation-driven  startup
ecosystem rooted in Ayurve-
da, aligned with national
priorities for entrepreneur-
ship, MSME growth, and
sustainable healthcare solu-
tions. Recognized as a Host
Institute by the Ministry of
MSME, Government of In-
dia, AITA-iCAINE continues
to empower innovators by
providing a structured plat-

form to transform ideas into
impactful enterprises. On
this National Startup Day,
ATIA reiterates its dedica-
tion to fostering entrepre-
neurship and innovation in
Ayurveda through AIIA-iC-
AINE, supporting new-age
ventures that contribute to
evidence-based,  sustain-
able, and inclusive health
solutions.

The programme also pro-
vided aspiring entrepreneurs
with practical guidance on
navigating regulatory and
institutional requirements
while developing Ayurveda-
based products and servic-
es. Discussions focused on
the importance of quality
standards, certification and
intellectual property protec-
tion in building credibility

and market readiness.

growing scope for innova-
tion in Ayurveda, particu-
larly in wellness, preventive

Experts highlighted the

healthcare, traditional medi-
cine and integrative health
solutions. Participants were
encouraged to leverage gov-
ernment schemes and insti-
tutional support to convert
innovative ideas into sus-
tainable ventures.

The initiative is expected
to further strengthen col-
laboration among Ayurveda
institutions, government
agencies, financial institu-
tions and startups, creat-
ing new opportunities for
entrepreneurship and em-
ployment while promoting
evidence-based  Ayurveda
innovations.

Maruti Suzuki India
to invest Rs 35,000 cr
to develop new

plant in Gujarat

Gandhinagar, Jan 18 (UNI)
Maruti Suzuki India Limited
(MSIL) will invest Rs 35,000
crore to development a new
plant in Khoraj, Gujarat
which will have a total an-
nual production capacity of
10 lakh vehicles, it was an-
nounced here on Saturday.
Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel said in a post on X
that the project will generate
employment opportunities
for over 12,000 people and
catalyse the growth of ancil-
lary units and MSMEs in the
state -- creating a robust auto
manufacturing cluster.
Maruti Suzuki MD Shri-
yut Hitachi Takeuchi handed
over the investment letter to
Chief Minister during a cer-
emony held in Gandhinagar.

Wings India 2026 Set to Soar: Asia’s Largest Civil Aviation
Event to Showcase the Future of Global Aviation

New Delhi, Sept 10 (GNS):
Wings India 2026, Asias
largest civil aviation event,
will be formally launched
with a grand inaugural cer-
emony led by Minister of
Civil Aviation Shri Rammo-
han Naidu, in the presence
of high-level dignitaries
from India and abroad. The
launch will mark the begin-
ning of a landmark four-day
global aviation gathering
scheduled to be held from
28 to 31 January 2026 at Be-
gumpet Airport, Hyderabad.
Anchored around the theme
“Indian Aviation: Paving the
Future — From Design to De-
ployment, Manufacturing
to Maintenance, Inclusivity
to Innovation and Safety to
Sustainability”, Wings India
2026 will highlight India’s

rapidly expanding avia-
tion landscape, its growing
global footprint, and its vi-
sion to emerge as a key hub
for manufacturing, services,
innovation and sustainable
aviation solutions.

Wings India 2026 will
feature an expansive inter-
national exhibition, static
aircraft displays, flying and
aerobatic shows, a high-level
international  conference,
CEO roundtables, B2B and
B2G meetings, an aviation
job fair, awards ceremony,
and vibrant cultural pro-
grammes. Delegates and
participants from across
the world are expected, re-
inforcing the event’s stature
as a premier global aviation
forum. Prominent domestic
and international stakehold-

ers from across the aviation
value chain will participate,
including airlines, aircraft
and engine manufacturers,
MROs, airport developers,
OEMs, technology provid-
ers, training institutions and
service partners. The event
will serve as a convergence
point for policymakers, in-
dustry leaders, innovators
and investors to deliberate
on emerging trends, oppor-
tunities and collaborative
pathways shaping the future
of civil aviation in India and
worldwide.

The international confer-
ence will feature 13 thematic
sessions, in addition to the
Global CEOs Forum and
Ministerial Plenary, covering
key areas such as Airports,
Aircraft Leasing, Helicopters,

Airlines, Women in Aviation,
MRO, Air Cargo Transporta-
tion, Business Aviation and
Small Aircraft, Aircraft Com-
ponent Manufacturing, Sus-
tainable Aviation Fuel (SAF),
Flying Training and Skilling,
Advanced Air Mobility and
Drones. Strong International
and State Participation
Wings India 2026 will
witness  ministerial-level
foreign delegations and se-
nior government officials
from several countries,
along with official delega-
tions from more than 20
countries, reinforcing inter-
national cooperation and
collaboration in the avia-
tion sector. Active partici-
pation from Indian states
will showcase aviation-led
growth, investment oppor-

tunities and infrastructure
development across the
country. Spectacular Air
Shows and Aircraft Displays

Wings India 2026 will fea-
ture impressive static aircraft
displays, flying displays and
aerobatic air shows, show-
casing a wide range of air-
craft. Highlight attractions
include aerial performances
by the Surya Kiran Aerobatic
Team of the Indian Air Force.

The event will provide
dedicated platforms for ex-
hibitions, chalets, and B2B/
B2G meetings, enabling
business networking, part-
nerships and investment
discussions. An Aviation Job
Fair will connect industry
leaders with young profes-
sionals and skilled talent
across the aviation ecosys-

tem. A specially curated Civil
Aviation innovation Chal-
lenge for students will be
organised to promote inno-
vation, problem-solving and
industry-oriented thinking
among students and young
professionals, providing
them exposure to real-world
aviation challenges and op-
portunities.

The event will also feature
vibrant Cultural Programme
reflecting India’s rich heri-
tage, adding a unique expe-
riential dimension for del-
egates and visitors alongside
the aviation showcases.

A prestigious Award Cer-
emony, continuing the tra-
dition of recognising ex-
cellence and outstanding
contributions in civil avia-
tion will also be held.

PM-SETU initiative aims to
modernise 1,000 govt ITIs

New Delhi, Sept 10 (GNS):
The PM-SETU (Pradhan
Mantri Skilling and Em-
ployability Transformation
through Upgraded ITIs)
initiative seeks to moder-
nise 1,000 government ITIs
across the country through
a hub-and-spoke approach,
with 200 hub ITIs supported
for advanced infrastructure
and modern training fa-
cilities, and 800 spoke ITIs
extending training reach
across districts, it was an-
nounced on Saturday.

The Ministry of Skill Devel-
opment and Entrepreneur-
ship (MSDE), in partner-
ship with the Maharashtra
government, is set to hold a
major industry consultation
in Pune as part of the rollout
of PM-SETU. The initiative

was announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi re-
cently in line with the vision
of Viksit Bharat, aimed at
building a future-ready, glob-
ally competitive workforce.
The event is intended to mo-
bilise industry participation
and build awareness about
the scheme’s industry-led
implementation framework.
According to the Ministry of
Skill Development and Entre-
preneurship, over 50 eligible
companies will participate,
representing sectors such as
construction, textiles, auto-
motive, FMCG, electronics,
oil and gas, and renewable
energy. The scheme positions
ITIs as government-owned
but industry-managed insti-
tutions, enabling demand-
driven training.
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14th CMS VATAVARAN Nomination Jury
Concludes at MANUU in Hyderabad

900+ films from 82 countries: Hyderabad prepares to host
Asia’s largest environmental film festival for the first time,

Hyderabad, Sept 10 (GNS):
The three-day Nomination
Jury process for the 14th CMS

VATAVARAN International
Environment and Wildlife
Film Festival concluded to-
day at the Instructional Me-
dia Centre of Maulana Azad
National Urdu University in
Hyderabad. Organised from
8 to 10 September 2026, the
process was held in partner-
ship between CMS VATA-
VARAN and IMC, MANUU.
The process was inau-
gurated on 8 September
by Prof. Syed Ainul Hasan,
Honorable Vice-Chancellor,
MANUU. The inaugural ses-
sion brought together Dr. Va-
santi Rao, Director General,
Centre for Media Studies;
Mr. Rizwan Ahmad, Director,
Instructional Media Centre,
MANUU; members of the
Nomination Jury; student
jurors; and the jury coordi-
nation and technical teams.

with (58) fIImS nommated for the ’I4th CMS VATAVARAN

S ER

"Environmental questions
cannot remain confined
to classrooms or specialist
discussions. Cinema helps
young people see these
questions in human terms
and encourages them to
think, question and par-
ticipate. MANUU is pleased
to partner with CMS VATA-
VARAN and to give our stu-
dents direct exposure to this
international process." said
Prof. Syed Ainul Hasan, Vice-
Chancellor, MANUU.

The 14th edition received
more than 900 films from 82
countries across its national
and international competi-
tive categories. After the ini-
tial peer review, 286 films
advanced to the Nomination
Jury. Twenty-eight jury mem-
bers, supported by student ju-
rors and coordinators, worked
through seven jury commit-
tees to view the assigned
films in full and assess them

under the Festival's evalua-
tion framework. Following the
deliberations, [58] films were
nominated for the next stage
of the awards process.
"Receiving more than 900
films from 82 countries tells
us how widely environmen-
tal stories are now being
documented. The Nomina-
tion Jury had the difficult
responsibility of giving 286
films the time and attention
they deserved. The films se-
lected here will bring many
different environmental re-
alities, voices and solutions
to audiences in Hyderabad
this December." said Dr.
Vasanti Rao, Director Gen-
eral, Centre for Media Stud-
ies, and Global Co-Chair,
IUCN #NatureForAll. The
seven committees included
filmmakers, media profes-
sionals, academics and rep-
resentatives from the con-
servation and social sectors.

Hyderabad, Sept 10 (GNS):
Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju
has directed the officials
of the Telangana Over-
seas Manpower Company
(TOMCOM) to prepare a
comprehensive action plan
to facilitate 10,000 overseas
placements for the youth of
Telangana during the cur-
rent year.

The Chief Secretary
conducted a review meet-
ing on the functioning and
activities of TOMCOM at
the Secretariat here today.
He reviewed the progress
made by the organization
in facilitating overseas
employment opportuni-
ties and discussed mea-
sures to significantly scale

up its operations.

The Chief Secretary em-
phasised that the primary
objective of TOMCOM
should be to create more
employment opportunities
for the youth of the State
by connecting them with
legitimate and suitable job
opportunities in foreign
countries. He directed the
officials to adopt a focused
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TOMCOM set target Of 10,000 overseas pIacements for TG youth

and outcome-oriented
approach to achieve the
target of 10,000 overseas
placements.

Sanjay Jaju instructed
the officials to identify
countries, sectors and oc-
cupations where there is a
growing demand for skilled
manpower and accord-
ingly design placement-
oriented programmes for

Telangana youth. Chief
Secretary also directed
TOMCOM to formulate a
clear framework for part-
nering with reputed pri-
vate recruitment and skill
development agencies to
expand the reach and scale
of overseas placements.
Under the proposed
framework, eligible pri-
vate agencies could be on-

boarded with TOMCOM as
principal partners for iden-
tifying suitable candidates,
providing necessary train-
ing and facilitating their
placement abroad.

He stressed that partner-
ships with private agen-
cies should help TOMCOM
reach a larger number of
youth across the State while
ensuring transparency,
credibility and adherence
to prescribed procedures.

The Chief Secretary
called for greater empha-
sis on skill-based overseas
employment, particularly
by aligning training pro-
grammes with the man-
power requirements of in-
ternational markets.

A big responsibility, says Madhu Goud
Yaskhi on appointment as AIPC Chairman

Hyderabad, Sep 10 (GNS):
Former Lok Sabha MP from
Telangana, Madhu Goud
Yaskhi, said on Thursday
that he views his appoint-
ment as the Chairman of
All India Professionals’ Con-
gress (AIPC) as a big respon-
sibility to fulfil the vision
of Rahul Gandhi in making
AIPC the bridge that con-
nects India's professionals
to politics, policymaking,
and nation-building.

He took to social media
to convey ‘sincere gratitude’
to Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge and Rahul
Gandhi for entrusting him
with the responsibility of
Chairman, All India Profes-
sionals' Congress. “I see this
not as a position, but as a big
responsibility; to fulfil the
vision of Rahul Gandhi in

E.

making AIPC the bridge that
connects India's profession-
als to politics, policymaking,
and nation-building,” he
said in a post on X.

Earlier, while thanking
Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC)
President Mahesh Kumar
Goud for congratulating
him on his appointment,
Madhu Goud Yaskhi said
he wishes to work together
to strengthen the Congress

Party and make Rahul Gan-
dhi the Prime Minister.

“Thank you, Mahesh
Goud Garu. With the love,
support, and cooperation of
all of you, I sincerely wish to
work together to strengthen
the Congress Party from the
state level to the national
level and to make Shri Rahul
Gandhi Garu the Prime Min-
ister of India,” Yaskhi said.

“Let us all be united and
work together towards this
goal,” he added. Meanwhile,
Yaskhi met Telangana As-
sembly Speaker Gaddam
Prasad Kumar in the Assem-
bly on Thursday. In the con-
text of the recent develop-
ments at the Assembly and
the inappropriate remarks
made against the Speaker,
Yaskhi conveyed his solidar-
ity to Prasad Kumar.

[nspire education academy holds
certificate dlstrlbutlon programme

Hyderabad: Inspire Educa-
tion Academy, Warasiguda,
organised a certificate dis-
tribution programme for
students who successfully
completed their SSC, Inter-
mediate and other courses
through Open, Distance
and Online modes.
Advocate Mir Qurram
Ali, along with Chairman

Mohammed Arbaaz, con-
gratulated the students
and encouraged them to
pursue higher education.

Qurram Ali said, “On-
line and flexible education
is a great opportunity for
the youth of the Old City
to continue their studies
and compete with students
across the country.”

Indiramma Sewing
Scheme: Apply by Sept 13

Hyderabad, Sept 10 (GNS):
District Collector Dr. Pri-
yanka Ala stated that the
Telangana government
is implementing the 'In-
tintaa Indiramma Kuttu
Mission' (Indiramma Sew-
ing Machine Scheme) to
create self-employment
opportunities and foster
economic empowerment
for BC women. She noted
that under this scheme, the
government provides sew-
ing machines to eligible BC
women, encouraging them
to achieve self-employment
by working from home. She
mentioned that online ap-
plications are currently be-
ing accepted from eligible
BC women.

The Collector announced
that the online application
process will continue until

September 13.

She advised eligible BC
women to apply within the
stipulated deadline without
delay. Applications can be
submitted via the website
tgobmms.cgg.gov.in.

She urged applicants to
enter the required details
accurately and complete
the process within the
specified timeframe.

Hyderabad, Sept 10 (GNS):
At the Christian Minority
Finance Corporation of-
fice in Nampally, Hyder-
abad, Christian Minority
Finance Corporation Co-
ordinator Smt. Asma met
Telangana State Christian
Minority Finance Corpora-
tion Chairman Sri Deepak
John and submitted an ap-
peal seeking the resolution
of various issues concern-
ing the Christian minority
community.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Smt. Asma said that
pastors and church com-
mittee members from sev-
eral villages had personally
approached her, bringing
to her notice that many
churches were in a di-
lapidated condition, while
some churches did not even

Appeal for Resolution of
Christian Minority Issues

have proper land or prem-
ises. They requested assis-
tance for the development
and renovation of churches.

She informed Chairman
Sri Deepak John that over
the past few days, she had
personally visited several
churches across the Zaheer-
abad Assembly constituen-
cy and witnessed their poor
and distressing conditions.

The major issues high-
lighted in the appeal in-
cluded: Financial assistance
for the construction of new
churches. Funds for the
repair and renovation of
old churches. Allocation of
land for the construction
of new churches. Alloca-
tion of land for Christian
burial grounds. onstruction
of compound walls around
burial grounds.

Elaborate Arrangements to Ensure Smooth Paddy Procurement, Advance
measures should be taken to avoid inconvenience to farmers.

Sangareddy, Sept 10 (GNS):
District Collector Prateek
Jain directed officials to
make elaborate arrange-
ments with advance plan-
ning to ensure the smooth
procurement of paddy
cultivated by farmers dur-
ing the current Vanakalam
(Kharif) season through
procurement centres. He
instructed officials of the
concerned  departments
and procurement centre
operators to work in coor-
dination and with dedica-
tion to ensure that farmers
face no difficulties during
the procurement process.
On Thursday, the Collec-
tor, along with Additional
Collector T.L. Sangeetha,
held a preparatory meeting
with officials of the con-
cerned departments and

transport contractors at the
Mini Conference Hall of
the Collectorate regarding
paddy procurement for the
2026-27 Vanakalam sea-
son. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Collector said that
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approximately two
metric tonnes of paddy was
expected to be produced
in the district during the
current Vanakalam season.
Accordingly, a plan had
been prepared to establish

227 paddy procurement
centres across the district.
He instructed officials to
establish separate procure-
ment centres, as required,
for fine varieties and coarse
varieties of paddy.

The Collector directed
officials to ensure that
procurement centres were
made available in the re-
spective areas by the time
farmers’ crops were ready
for harvesting.

He also called for ex-
tensive awareness pro-
grammes to  educate
farmers to bring paddy
conforming to the qual-
ity standards prescribed
by the government to pro-
curement centres so that
they could receive the full
Minimum Support Price
(MSP).
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