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‘Endless War’ to

New Delhi, Aug 31 (UNI)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday delivered
a pointed peace message
to Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin, saying the world
must move from “endless
war” to the “end of war” for
the benefit of humanity, as
the two leaders met on the
sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) summit in Bishkek.
“We must move away
from endless war towards
an end to the war,” Modi
told Putin, reiterating In-
dia’s support for efforts to
bring peace to the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.
Interestingly, four years
back as well, Modi had fa-
mously told Putin, “Today’s
era is not an era of war”.
The Bishkek meeting also
comes ahead of the BRICS
Summit, giving Modi and
Putin an opportunity to re-
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PM Modi urges Putin to move from

"The two leaders also discussed the
India-Russia strategic partnership and
bilateral cooperation. Putin expressed

gratitude to Modi for his personal
attention to the relationship and
acknowledged New Delhi’s efforts to
maintain momentum in bilateral ties."

view the trajectory of their
longstanding partnership

amid a
global geopolitical

rapidly shifting
land-

'End of

scape. The two leaders also
discussed the India-Russia
strategic partnership and
bilateral cooperation. Pu-
tin expressed gratitude to
Modi for his personal atten-
tion to the relationship and
acknowledged New Delhi’s
efforts to maintain momen-
tum in bilateral ties.

Modi also invited Putin to
attend the upcoming BRICS
Summit in New Delhi, say-
ing India looked forward
to welcoming the Russian
President and that his visit
would further strengthen
the India-Russia relation-
ship. Russia remains a key
partner for India in stra-
tegic, defence and energy
sectors, even as New Delhi
has sought to maintain its
independent position on
the Ukraine conflict and re-
peatedly called for its reso-
lution through dialogue
and diplomacy.

CM Revanth Reddy Calls Statewide
Protests, Demands KCR's Resignation

Hyderabad, Aug 31 (Patriotic Views):
Calling for an unprecedented agita-
tion against Leader of the Opposi-
tion, BRS president K Chandrasekhar
Rao, chief minister A Revanth Reddy
on Monday launched a direct po-
litical offensive against KCR, urging
Congress cadres to stage statewide
protests demanding his resignation
for allegedly staying away from pub-
lic life and assembly proceedings for
the past 1,000 days.

Addressing a public meeting in
Amberpet after inaugurating the
Moosarambagh high-level bridge,
Revanth said Congress workers, par-
ticularly youth, should organise pro-
tests and two-wheeler rallies at man-
dal and district headquarters from
Sept 1 to 6. The programme will cul-
minate in a massive protest at Dhar-
na Chowk near Indira Park on Sept 6,
a day before the commencement of
the assembly’s monsoon session.

Describing it as a first-of-its-kind
protest against the failure of an op-
position leader rather than a govt,
Revanth accused KCR of drawing

public money without discharging
his responsibilities as LoR“KCR has
drawn over Rs 1.24 crore towards his
salary and the govt has spent another
Rs 21 crore towards his security, bul-
let-proof vehicles, among others, i.e.
in all over Rs 22.24 crore on the LoP
in the last 1,000 days of the Congress
govt. But KCR has neither partici-
pated in a debate in the assembly nor
has given a single day for the cause of
women, farmers, the poor, SCs, STs

and other sections. However, he has
been visiting the sick party leaders in
the hospitals and attending memori-
al meetings of departed relatives and
party leaders,” Revanth said.

Revanth challenged KCR to attend
the upcoming assembly session and
debate the performance of the Con-
gress govt against the previous BRS
regime’s 10-year record.“This is a
unique situation. Only in Telangana,
a Leader of Opposition has failed. I
have never misused my power unlike
KCR who gave top posts in the govt
to his family members and relatives,
whereas I rendered social justice by
giving cabinet berths and top party
positions to SCs, STs BCs, women
and minorities,” he claimed.“If KCR
truly intends to do justice to Telan-
gana and has any faith, he must at-
tend the assembly session. IIf a govt
employee fails to report for duty
for a year, he or she is dismissed. Is
there any other opposition leader
in the country who has stayed away
from the people for 1,000 days? KCR
should resign immediately.

SC refuses to ban CJP’s protest march
in Delhi on September 5

New Delhi, Aug 31 (GNS)
The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to pass
orders on a plea seeking
to prohibit the Cockroach
Janta Party’s September 5
protest march, saying it ex-
pected everybody will act in
a very responsible manner.

“At least as of now, we
will presume and we have
no reason to doubt that
everybody will act and be-
have in a very responsible
manner and in a peace-
ful and lawful manner. So,
right now for us there are
no compelling circum-
stances to presume that
anything wrong will hap-
pen,” a Bench led by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
said. The top court’s com-
ments came after advocate
Rizwan Ahmad submitted
on behalf of the applicant
-- retired Delhi Police offi-

cer Rajendra Singh -- that
there could be law and or-
der issues during the CJP
protest.

Despite repeated re-
quests by Ahmed to list
the matter for hearing on
September 3, the Bench
refused to list the matter
before September 5, the
date of the march from In-
dia Gate to the Delhi Police
Headquarters, even as it
issued notice to the Cen-

tre and the Delhi Police on
the plea. “Let the matter
be listed along with pend-
ing petitions. To be heard
on September 10,” said the
Bench, which also includ-
ed Justice Joymalya Bagchi
and Justice V Mohana.

Maintaining that law
and order was within the
domain of the police, the
Bench asked the petitioner
to raise his concerns before
the Centre and the police.

Ahmed told the Bench
that the protest organisers
had not sought permission
for the September 5 march
from police authorities.
Noting that the BRICS
Summit was scheduled to
take place here next week,
he expressed concerns
about a protest march be-
ing held when the inter-
national media would be
around.

MPLB announces nationwide campaign
against UCC from September 17

MHA warns against fake porn
apps that can steal OTPs, PINS

New Delhi, Aug 31 (GNS)
The All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board (AIM-
PLB) has announced a
nationwide campaign
against the Centre’s “one
nation, one law” ap-
proach as the implemen-
tation of the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) gains ground
in several states.

The board will launch
‘Bharat Bachao, Sharia
Bachao Abhiyan’ on Sep-
tember 17, turning its op-
position to UCC into a
coordinated national mo-
bilisation. The announce-
ment was made at a press
conference in Press Club,
where board members said
the campaign would re-
main peaceful.

The move comes amid
another contentious issue
involving ‘Vande Mataram'.
The board’s opposition has

intensified following the
move to make the sing-
ing of all six stanzas of the
national song, along with
standing to attention while
it is being sung, a legal re-
quirement.

According to the board,
the campaign will focus on
protecting religious prac-
tices and Sharia laws, and
bringing members of the
Muslim community to-
gether around the issue. It
plans to take the campaign
beyond public statements

by organising meetings,
seminars, conferences of
intellectuals and rallies
in major cities. The board
also said peaceful protest
marches could be organ-
ised wherever necessary,
with the stated aim of
conveying its position to
the government.The an-
nouncement places UCC
at the centre of a wider
political and social debate
over religious freedom and
the nature of a common le-
gal framework for citizens.

New Delhi, Aug 31 (GNS)
The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) on Mon-
day issued an advisory
warning about a rise in
financial frauds involv-
ing malicious Android
applications disguised as
pornography apps and
promoted through adver-
tisements on Facebook
and Instagram.

The National Cyber-
crime Threat Analytics
Unit (NCTAU), under the
Indian Cyber Crime Co-
ordination Centre (I4C),
issued the advisory on
August 26, warning users
about fake apps named
‘Night Play, ‘Reloop),
‘Kyss’, ‘Vimo', ‘Rivo’, ‘Nexo’
and ‘Vixa. According to
the advisory, the apps
are advertised on Meta’s
platforms and redirect
users to phishing web-

sites, mainly on “live”
domains. Users are then
prompted to download
and install an Android
Package Kit (APK) file
from outside the Google
Play Store.

The malware follows a
six-stage process. After in-
stallation, it downloads a
second package disguised
as an app update and
seeks accessibility permis-
sions. These permissions
can allow the malware to
read the screen, click but-
tons, enter one-time pass-
words (OTPs) and PINs
and initiate fund transfers.
Some variants also install
a virtual private network
(VPN) to route the victim’s
Internet traffic through at-
tacker-controlled servers.
The apps may also resist
normal attempts at unin-
stallation.

Bihar, Jnarkhand settle Son River water di

New Delhi, Aug 31 (GNS)
Bihar and Jharkhand Mon-
day signed a water-sharing
agreement for Sone river,
resolving a 25-year-old dis-
pute over sharing of water
between the two states.The
agreement, signed here in
the presence of union home
minister Amit Shah and CMs
of Bihar and Jharkhand Sam-
rat Choudhary and Hemant
Soren respectively will pro-
vide irrigation water to mil-
lions of farmers across vast
rural areas of the states, while
also ensuring access to drink-
ing water for the people in
both the states.Shah said the
agreement is an excellent ex-
ample of the ‘Team Bharat’
vision and cooperative fed-
eralism championed by PM
Modi. “While all states pos-
sess their own distinct iden-
tities, if they move forward
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as ‘Team Bharat’ within the
national context, there is no
problem which cannot be
resolved,” he said after the
signing of the agreement.

He said that issues con-

cerning vast geographical
areas, farmers, rural regions,
and drinking water supplies
in both states have been “per-
manently resolved” with the
agreement.Sharing  details,
the home minister said the
agreement would ensure the
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availability of adequate water
for drinking and irrigation to
a large population across the
districts of Bhojpur, Buxar,
Rohtas, Kaimur, Aurangabad,
Arwal, Gaya, and Patna in Bi-
har. “Moreover, water would
become available for irriga-
tion and drinking purposes
in Palamu, Garhwa, and oth-
er regions of Jharkhand,” he
said.Though an agreement
was reached among Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh

spute after 26 years

and undivided Bihar on the
water sharing of Sone river
and the cost of Bansagar dam
in Madhya Pradesh in 1973, a
dispute started in 2000 when
Jharkhand was carved out of
Bihar as a new state and it
demanded a bigger share of
water in Bansagar project as
a large chunk of the catch-
ment area came under it. Bi-
har, on the other hand, cited
the 1973 agreement to claim
water from the project.

'Greatly Distorted Picture' of India's economy:
Congress dig at govt over GDP growth

New Delhi, Aug 31 (GNS)
The Congress today said
that the 7.8 per cent GDP
growth in the April-June
quarter is "not an economic
spring” and claimed it pres-
ents a "Greatly Distorted
Picture" of the state of In-
dia's economy as it doesn't
convey the "depressed" in-
vestment sentiment.

The opposition party also
questioned why, if India has
truly "bloomed", it is not
translating into jobs and
prosperity for its people.

India's economy grew at
a faster-than-expected 7.8
per cent in the April-June
quarter, according to gov-
ernment data released on
Monday, with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi taking a
dig at those questioning the

state of the Indian econ-
omy, saying "doomsayers
were doomed and India
bloomed yet again".
Hitting back at Modi,
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said this is a
case of "premature celebra-
tion" by the prime minister,
as consumer confidence is
"sluggish", household sav-
ing rates have fallen and
debt has reached a "record

high". "The quarterly GDP
numbers, such as they are
reported, present a GDP -
Greatly Distorted Picture -
of the economy.

"They do not convey the
decidedly depressed pri-
vate investment sentiment
in the economy - both do-
mestic and foreign," Ra-
mesh said in a post on X.

"Consumer confidence
is very sluggish, hitting

its lowest point since CO-
VID and on a relentless
downward trajectory since
November 2025. Prices of
household essentials are
galloping. Educated un-
employment is at alarm-
ing levels. The unabated
trade deficit with China
is wreaking havoc. "The
capture of key sectors by a
couple of big conglomer-
ates deliberately encour-
aged by the PM is having
deleterious effects. The
wealth of India's 5 rich-
est families has grown by
400% while the real wages
of salaried workers have
fallen. Household sav-
ings rates have fallen and
debt has reached record
highs," the Congress lead-
er claimed in his post.
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The Court chose caution over courage

SANJAY HEGDE
ducate, organise,
agitate Dr Ambed-
kar’s slogan was not
a call to violence. It was a
democratic  instruction
manual. Learn enough
to see injustice, organise
enough to resist it, and
agitate enough to force
the State to listen. If those
words were spoken to-
day, in a charged political
moment, one shudders
to think how they would
be read through the lens
of the UAPA. “Organise”
would be recast as con-
spiracy. “Agitate” would be
described as mobilisation.
And the speaker, if suffi-
ciently persuasive, might
well be labelled an ideo-
logical driver of unrest and
told that bail must wait.
That is why the Supreme
Court’s judgment on bail
in the Delhi riots conspir-
acy case matters far be-
yond the fate of any Umar
Khalid or Sharjeel Imam.
It speaks to what kind of
dissent Indian democracy
is prepared to tolerate,
and at what cost. We must
acknowledge that the ma-
jority of the applicants
have, at long last, been
granted bail. Some lib-
erty for some, after years
of incarceration, is better
than none. We should also
note that for Umar and
Sharjeel, the Court has
permitted renewal of bail
applications after a year.
In a legal landscape where
time often loses all mean-
ing, even a calendar entry
counts as hope.
And yet, the refusal of
bail to Umar and Sharjeel
casts a long and troubling

shadow over the judgment
as a whole. The Court be-
gins by acknowledging
what cannot seriously be
denied: prolonged incar-
ceration engages Article
21, and pre-trial deten-
tion cannot become pun-
ishment. Five years in
prison without the com-
mencement of trial is no
trivial matter. But having
acknowledged this, the
Court steadily empties it
of consequence. Delay,
we are told, “does not op-
erate as a trump card.”
It is merely a “trigger for
heightened judicial scru-
tiny.” In other words, five
years without trial is not a
constitutional failure; it is
an administrative incon-
venience that invites care-
ful thought, not release.
This move sets the tone
for everything that fol-
lows. Section 43D(5) of
the UAPA looms large, as
it always does. The Court
reiterates that at the bail
stage, it must only see
whether the accusation
is “prima facie true”. This

-
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inquiry, we are reminded,
is about statutory plau-
sibility, not evidentiary
sufficiency. Evidence is
not weighed. Defences
are not examined. The
prosecution case must
be taken at its highest.
This framework, inher-
ited from the Watali judg-
ment (2019), ensures that
the chargesheet becomes
both the accusation and
its own justification.

Within this structure,
the Court introduces what
it considers a necessary
distinction: the differ-
ence between peripheral
participants and “prime
conspirators.” Umar and
Sharjeel are placed firmly
in the latter category. They
are described as central
figures, ideological driv-
ers, conceptualisers of
protest strategy. This,
according to the Court,
warrants greater caution.
Where an accused occu-
pies a central role, consti-
tutional intervention must
be restrained.

This distinction is the

ey
judgment’s most conse-
quential and dangerous
move. There is no allega-
tion that either Umar or
Sharjeel committed a vio-
lent act. There is no claim
that they were present at
any site of violence. The
material against them
consists largely of speech-
es, meetings, pamphlets
and protest-related com-
munication. Yet these
are treated as markers of
conspiratorial central-
ity. Speech becomes struc-
ture. Influence becomes
intent. Visibility becomes
culpability. Once this logic
is accepted, bail becomes
a reward for irrelevance.
Those who are marginal
may go free. Those who
speak effectively, organise
widely and articulate dis-
sent coherently are told
that their prominence
counts against them. The
more seriously the State
takes your ideas, the less
seriously the Court takes
your liberty.

The judgment insists
that it is not conducting a

mini-trial. But it uncriti-
cally adopts the prosecu-
tion’s hierarchy of roles.
Labels such as “master-
mind” and “architect”
are accepted as neutral
descriptors rather than
contested  conclusions.
No meaningful inquiry
is made into whether
ideological  articulation
or protest coordination,
without a proximate link
to violence, can satisfy the
statutory ingredients of a
terrorist offence.

This is where the judg-
ment’s philosophy be-
comes explicit. In a pas-
sage that will be cited
often by lower courts, the
SC observes: “The Con-
stitution guarantees per-
sonal liberty, but it does
not conceive liberty as an
isolated or absolute en-
titlement, detached from
the security of the soci-
ety in which it operates...
Where a special statutory
framework has been en-
acted to address offences
perceived to strike at these
foundations, courts are
duty-bound to give effect
to that framework.” This
is the language of excep-
tion, calmly spoken. Lib-
erty is no longer the base-
line from which the State
must justify departure. It
is a conditional interest,
always secondary to an as-
serted threat.

This brings us to Cicero’s
bleak maxim that in times
of war the law falls silent.
The judgment does not
say we are at war. It does
something subtler. It as-
sumes that when security
is invoked, the law must
speak in a different voice.

VB - G RAM G: From Entitlement to Empowerment

RANBIR SINGH PATHANIA
hange is as spon-
taneous as the flow
of water. In public

policy, stagnation is often
the ugliest choice of all.
Laws and policies are not
relics to be preserved in a
steel frame; they are living
instruments meant to re-
spond to evolving realities
and exigencies. For nearly
two decades, the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) has en-
joyed cult status in India’s
welfare politics. Question
its design or efficacy, and
one risks political out-
rage replacing reasoned
analysis. Yet policies must
evolve-nostalgia cannot
dictate governance.

The replacement of
MGNREGA with G Ram
G reflects both sentiment
and gospel-an effort to
make rural employment
policy more comprehen-
sive in scope, more inclu-
sive in reach, and more
beneficial in outcome. Far
from being an abandon-
ment of social commit-
ment, the new legislation
represents a considered
recalibration, designed to
align welfare with produc-
tivity, flexibility with dig-
nity, and entitlement with
long-term rural develop-
ment-refurbishing  em-
ployment while building
infrastructure in priority
sectors. The Viksit Bharat
Jeevan Rojgar Act her-
alds this prominent pivot,
shifting from MGNREGA’s
entitlement-based mod-
el to empowerment-led
growth. The melodrama
built on half-baked truths,

bl
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selective realities, and per-
formative outrage reveals
more about the stasis of
the political bandwagon
than about the law’s flaws-
if not an obsession to dis-
pute and decry anything
and everything, opposi-
tion merely for the sake of
opposition.

MGNREGA’s Core Flaws

Launched amid acute
rural distress, MGNREGA
was designed primarily for
consumption smoothing,
not wealth creation or du-
rable infrastructure build-
ing. Three major flaws
now stand exposed:

— The rigid cap of 100
days of employment
has proven inadequate
for landless and sea-
sonal workers, especially
amid climate shocks-an
outdated and stagnant
limitation. — The narrow
definition of permissible
activities, largely low-pro-
ductivity in nature, failed
to create lasting assets
or meaningful economic
gains. The CAG has repeat-
edly observed 40-50% in-
efficiency in several States

and Union Territories.

— As per RBI data for
2024-25, wage payments
were delayed by 60-90
days on average, prompt-
ing Supreme Court inter-
ventions and the creation
of a “delayed payment
compensation” regime to
be borne by states.

— Corruption, leakages,
ghost beneficiaries, ad-
ministrative delays, and
elite capture gradually
turned the scheme into a
fiscal drag. Most critically,
it locked rural India into
subsistence rather than
aspiration. What the New
Law Does Differently

The Viksit Bharat Jeevan
Rojgar Act represents a
major adaptation. It does
not abandon rural em-
ployment guarantees; it
reinvents their purpose in
line with the principle of
the greatest good of the
greatest number. It recog-
nises that rural India to-
day is no longer the rural
India of 2005.

By increasing the num-
ber of guaranteed working
days, the law responds to

climate-induced disrup-
tions, agrarian volatility,
and migration pressures.
Crucially, it introduces
shiftable employment
windows, allowing work
allocation to align with
local agricultural cycles,
weather patterns, and re-
gional economic needs-
flexibility that MGNREGA
structurally lacked.

Even more significant is
the expansion and diversi-
fication of eligible activi-
ties. The new framework
links rural employment
with infrastructure cre-
ation, water conservation,
renewable energy support
systems, digital facilita-
tion, storage facilities,
village-level logistics, and
maintenance of public as-
sets. In doing so, it trans-
forms employment from
a stop-gap relief measure
into a driver of local eco-
nomic multiplier effects.

This is not merely job
provision; it is productive
engagement with measur-
able outcomes. Debunk-
ing the Loose Narrative

The opposition has

clung to three mislead-
ing claims:This claim is
demonstrably false. A law
that offers more working
days, flexible schedul-
ing, and higher economic
value through asset cre-
ation cannot logically
be described as dilution.
What the Congress ap-
pears to miss-or deliber-
ately ignore-is that rights
are meaningful only when
they deliver dignity and
opportunity to the last
person in the last row.

“Corporatisation of ru-
ral labour”: This carica-
ture borders on absurdity.
Linking rural employment
to infrastructure, skill-
ing, and productivity does
not corporatise labour; it
future-proofs livelihoods.
The real insult to rural
workers is trapping them
indefinitely in low-value
manual work with no
pathway to growth. “Ero-
sion of federalism”: During
the UPA regimes, states
repeatedly complained of
delayed fund releases and
rigid centralisation under
MGNREGA.
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When rules are bent,
the world splits

N January 3, as the United States seized a sitting President and began speaking

of “running” a country, the world saw more than a dramatic operation. It sensed

a message about how power now speaks. Disregard for sovereignty is not new.
Ukraine has shown how force can be claimed as entitlement. Gaza has shown how ne-
cessity becomes the justification for collapsing restraint. Venezuela now feels like a more
direct assertion of power: a leader can be seized, and the aftermath managed through
shifting rationales. “Narco-terrorism” reframes military intervention as international
policing. “Transnational crime” recasts the use of force as a cross-border arrest. Oil pro-
vides the strategic subtext, quietly shaping priorities beneath the surface. The “Trump
corollary” to the Monroe Doctrine reintroduces spheres of influence as doctrine, sold as
national security common sense. Terms like “illegitimacy” and “democracy” add a moral
veneer. Democracy sells outward; illegitimacy licenses inward.

Even migration is folded in, turning foreign policy into campaign messaging about bor-
der control. Each rationale speaks to a different constituency: military, moral, economic,
political. Together they converge on one claim: Washington chooses when rules apply,
and to whom. What has changed is that the old narrative of a broadly consensual order is
harder to sustain when the exception is asserted so openly. What makes this moment dis-
concerting is the portability of precedent. Once such actions are normalised, they stop
being news and start becoming a tool. Precedent outlives the target. It travels further
than intent, and it gives other powers a script they can borrow under different flags and
in different theatres. There is also a practical warning that many in the Global South re-
member with painful clarity. Regime change does not reliably yield democracy or peace.
Libya remains the clearest exhibit. Remove the centre, fracture institutions, splinter the
security sector, and the vacuum fills with militias, revenge and foreign patrons. Outsiders
can topple a ruler. They rarely build legitimacy. That is why many capitals, even those
with no affection for Nicolds Maduro, judge this episode less by who was removed than
by how removal was undertaken.

The global response is coalescing into three camps, not along ideological lines, but
according to the language each state chooses to describe the episode. First, there are the
norms-first states. They read the episode through international law and the UN Charter’s
core restraint on the use of force. They speak in the language of sovereignty, restraint and
precedent. Brazil, Mexico, Colombia, Uruguay, South Africa, Malaysia and Singapore fall
into this camp, along with the African Union representing its 55 members. Their argu-
ment is structural and anticipatory: if forceful capture becomes routine and restraint be-
comes optional, any power with a plausible pretext will claim the same licence. Precedent
is contagious. China and Russia, too, have adopted a norms-first register, condemning
the seizure and demanding Maduro’s release. Their motives aside, their consistency will
be tested. The second group includes the hedged-norms states. These countries express
unease without full confrontation. They speak in the language of concern, dialogue, de-
escalation, and protection of civilians. India sits here, alongside Indonesia, Tiirkiye, Viet-
nam and the Philippines. Japan and South Korea also belong to this group, emphasising
political resolution rather than endorsing the method. Most of Europe fits here too. Its
position is cautious: Maduro lacks legitimacy, but that does not license procedural col-
lapse. The fear is broader than Venezuela. If sovereignty becomes conditional, exceptions
become templates and the logic will reappear elsewhere.

The third group signals what might be called exceptions-implied states. They treat the
outcome as justification in itself, using the language of freedom, justice and anti-crime
while bypassing the legality of the method. Argentina and Ecuador illustrate this posture,
as does the incoming Chilean leadership. Italy has also leaned in this direction, fram-
ing the US action as legitimate and defensive, aligning more with exceptions’ logic than
with Europe’s cautious consensus. The claim is not that rules do not matter, only that
the target does not qualify for protection under them. Once “narco” becomes the sol-
vent that dissolves sovereignty in one case, it begins to travel. Labels are sticky. They do
not stay contained. India’s position warrants a more thoughtful reading than it usually
receives in Western commentary. Hedging is not evasiveness; it is risk management by a
state shaped by experience, where moral theatre rarely stabilises real crises. India has no
interest in defending Maduro, but it has every reason to resist a precedent that weakens
sovereignty as a general norm. Its calibrated language reflects a balancing act: registering
concern without gratuitously alienating Washington, avoiding entanglement in some-
one else’s script and protecting wider interests in a volatile world. This is not indecision.
It is strategic autonomy as practice, not posture.

For India, there is also an opportunity. It can help define the boundary between le-
gitimate concern and procedural collapse. It can defend sovereignty without defending
strongmen, and uphold accountability without endorsing impunity. That means work-
ing with norms-first states to raise the diplomatic cost of shortcuts, and with hedged-
norms states to keep restraint credible without turning every crisis into spectacle. The
UN Charter’s promise is not moral perfection. It provides predictability that power will be
fenced in by procedure. Precedents travel faster than armies. Today’s exception becomes
tomorrow’s tool. The real damage will not be measured in Caracas, but in the permission
slip we let power write. Once bent, rules are borrowed everywhere. The deeper question,
therefore, is not whether Nicolds Maduro was a legitimate leader or whether Venezuela
deserved stronger international pressure. Those questions can be debated separately. The
more consequential issue is whether the international system can distinguish between a
government that violates democratic norms and a situation that legally permits another
state to use force. If those two questions are merged, political legitimacy becomes a sub-
stitute for international law. That would make the protection of sovereignty dependent
not on rules, but on the preferences and power of those capable of enforcing them.

For countries in the Global South, this distinction carries particular weight. Many have
experienced colonial intervention, externally imposed governments and security policies
designed elsewhere. Their instinctive concern is not necessarily sympathy for every gov-
ernment accused of repression or corruption. It is the recognition that a system in which
powerful states determine which governments are legitimate enough to survive can quick-
ly become hierarchical. The language may change from colonialism to counterterrorism,
from intervention to enforcement, but the underlying imbalance of power can remain re-
markably familiar. There is also an economic dimension that cannot be separated from
the strategic one. Venezuela possesses some of the world's largest oil reserves, making its
political stability consequential far beyond its borders. When military power, political tran-
sition and access to strategic resources appear in the same equation, skepticism becomes
inevitable. Even if economic interests were not the primary motive, their presence affects
how the action is perceived. International legitimacy depends not only on the stated justi-
fication but also on whether the wider conduct appears consistent with that justification.

The episode should also force middle powers to reconsider how they preserve strategic
autonomy in an increasingly fragmented world. Countries such as India cannot afford a
foreign policy built entirely around choosing sides between competing power centres.
They need room to disagree with Washington without becoming aligned with Beijing or
Moscow, and to cooperate with Western countries without accepting every Western in-
terpretation of international order. That requires patient diplomacy, clear principles and
the willingness to defend procedural norms even when doing so is politically inconve-
nient. Ultimately, the Venezuela episode may become important less for what it imme-
diately changes inside Venezuela than for what it teaches other governments about the
limits of restraint. International order survives through habits as much as treaties. When
powerful states repeatedly demonstrate that legal constraints can be overridden by suf-
ficiently persuasive political narratives, other states learn the lesson. The danger is not
simply another intervention; it is a gradual transformation in the meaning of sovereignty
itself. The world therefore needs accountability that is credible, pressure that is lawful
and diplomacy that leaves space for political solutions. Without those safeguards, every
exception risks becoming an invitation for the next one.
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Reddy Urges Coal PSUs to Cascade Chintan Shivir Decisions for Speedy Implementation

New Delhi, jan 7 (UNI) The
Ministry of Coal organized a
two day-long Chintan Shivir
on 5th&6th January, 2026 at
Manesar, Gurugram, un-
der the chairmanship of the
Union Minister of Coal and
Mines, Shri G. Kishan Reddy,
and co-chaired by the Min-
ister of State for Coal and
Mines, Shri Satish Chandra
Dubey. The Chintan Shivir
was attended by Shri Vikram
Dev Dutt, Secretary, Ministry
of Coal, Ms. Rupinder Brar,
Additional Secretary, Shri
Sanoj Kumar Jha, Additional
Secretary, Chairman, Coal
India Limited, CMDs of all
Coal/Lignite Public Sector
Undertakings along with se-
nior officers of the Ministry
of Coal. The forum enabled
senior leadership of the coal
ecosystem to move beyond

routine administration and
engage in focused, outcome-
oriented deliberations on
reforms, performance, and
institutional transformation.

The Chintan Shivir was
convened as a strategic plat-
form to review the progress
of ongoing reforms in the
coal sector and to deliberate
on a forward-looking road-
map aligned with India’s
long-term energy security
and developmental priori-
ties Delivering the keynote
address, Shri G. Kishan Red-
dy, Union Minister of Coal
and Mines, emphasized that
coal continues to remain an
indispensable pillar of In-
dia’s energy security, even as
the country steadily advanc-
es its clean energy transition.
He stated that coal provides
reliable base-load power,

supports critical industries
such as steel and cement,
and plays a vital role in sus-
taining economic growth
and national development.
The Union Minister high-
lighted that FY 2024-25
marked a historic milestone,
with India achieving its high-
est-ever coal production of
over 1,047MT. This achieve-
ment, he noted, reflects sus-
tained capacity creation, im-
proved operational efficiency,
and strong coordination
across the coal value chain.
Reddy emphasized that
reforms across the coal sec-
tor must be anchored in uni-
formity and standardization,
ensuring consistent prac-
tices, clear benchmarks and
predictable outcomes across
all Coal PSUs. He called for
the charting of a focused,

time-bound plan to maxi-
mize equipment utilization,
improve asset productivity
and reduce operational in-
efficiencies through better
planning and monitoring.
Underscoring that safety re-
mains non-negotiable, the
Minister stressed the need
for rigorous safety norms,
strengthened  supervision
and accountability, with the
clear objective of achieving
zero accidents. He further
highlighted that operational
growth must be accompa-
nied by deepened communi-
ty welfare initiatives, focus-
ing on health, education and
livelihood support in coal-
bearing regions. Reiterating
the sector’s environmental
responsibilities, the Minister
underlined the importance
of systematic afforestation

and ecological restoration,
integrating sustainable prac-
tices into mining operations
to ensure balanced and re-
sponsible development.

He further observed that
steady growth in domestic
production and improved
logistics have led to a signifi-
cant reduction in coal im-
ports, particularly for blend-
ing purposes, resulting in
substantial foreign exchange
savings. He noted that India
is now approaching a stage
where domestic availability
is increasingly meeting na-
tional demand, placing the
country on the threshold of
selectively exploring coal ex-
ports, while fully safeguard-
ing domestic requirements.
This transition, he stated, re-
flects growing confidence in
India’s production capacity,

quality improvements, and
supply-chain resilience.

Highlighting key policy
and operational priorities,
the Union Minister em-
phasized the imperative of
safeguarding energy secu-
rity, strengthening logistics
and supply-chain resil-
ience, improving coal qual-
ity, accelerating technology
adoption, and reinforcing
community care through re-
sponsible and people-cen-
tric development initiatives.
The Minister urged that the
outcomes of the Chintan
Shivir must be taken to all
levels of the organisations
to ensure faster and coordi-
nated execution.

He called upon Coal PSUs
to decisively move from de-
liberation to delivery and to
establish higher benchmarks

BUSINESS]K!

TUESDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2026

in productivity, safety, sus-
tainability, innovation, and
community  engagement,
underscoring that consistent
execution and measurable
outcomes must define the
next phase of the coal sec-
tor’s transformation.
Addressing the gathering,
Shri Satish Chandra Dubey,
Minister of State for Coal
and Mines, stated that the
Chintan Shivir reflects the
Ministry’s commitment to
long-term, outcome-orient-
ed governance and collec-
tive vision-building. He reaf-
firmed that coal continues
to play a vital role in India’s
energy mix by ensuring sta-
bility and reliability as the
country expands renewable
energy capacity and pursues
its climate commitments.
Shri Dubey emphasized the

need for a sharper focus on
strengthening washery ca-
pacities to ensure consistent
improvement in coal quality
and to better meet consum-
er requirements. He under-
lined that clear accountabil-
ity must be institutionalized,
with a designated respon-
sible officer deployed for
monitoring each mine block
to ensure timely execution,
operational discipline and
adherence to prescribed
standards. The Minister also
stressed the importance of
expediting First Mile Con-
nectivity projects, noting
that faster mechanization
and seamless evacuation are
critical for improving logis-
tics efficiency, reducing han-
dling losses and enhancing
the overall competitiveness
of the coal sector.

NHAI Seeks Urgent Action to
Improve Mohile Network
Connectivity on National Highways

New Delhi, Jan 7 (UNI)
Identifying critical mobile
network connectivity is-
sues across several stretch-
es of National Highways,
NHATI has sought the inter-
vention of the Department
of Telecommunications
(DoT) and the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) to issue ap-
propriate directions to
Telecom Service Provid-
ers (TSPs) for addressing
non-availability of the
mobile network connec-
tivity on several stretches
of National Highways,
particularly on green-
field and remote sections.
Emphasizing the public
safety implications and
the strategic significance
of the National Highway
network, NHAI has called
for an expeditious and
coordinated approach to
improve mobile network
connectivity on the Na-
tional Highway corridors
across the country.

As part of a comprehen-
sive assessment under-
taken by NHAI, 424 loca-
tions covering about 1,750
km across the National
Highway network have
been identified as criti-
cally affected due to non-
availability of the mobile
network connectivity. De-
tailed information on these
locations has been com-
piled and formally shared
with the Department of
Telecommunications and
TRAI for necessary action.

As the National High-
way corridors traverses
through remote and ru-

ral areas, absence of de-
pendable mobile network
coverage on these sec-
tions adversely impacts
National Highway opera-
tions, emergency response
mechanism and delivery
of technology-enabled
public services.

In addition, NHAI has
requested TRAI to issue
necessary directions to
telecom operators for dis-
semination of proactive
SMS or Flash SMS alerts
at geo-mapped accident-
prone locations, includ-
ing stretches affected by
stray cattle movement and
other identified hazards.
These alerts are intended
to reach road users prior
to their arrival at such lo-
cations, enabling timely
caution and safer driving
behavior. A list of acci-
dent-prone stretches fre-
quently impacted by stray
cattle has also been shared
with TRAIL

By seeking intervention
to address mobile net-
work connectivity gaps
and enhancing safety
along National Highways,
NHAI reaffirms its com-
mitment to working in
close coordination with
all concerned stakehold-
ers to ensure that Nation-
al Highway network is not
only physically well-con-
nected but is also digitally
enabled. These efforts
align with NHAI'’s broader
objective of delivering
safe, efficient and user-
centric National Highway
infrastructure for citizens
across the country.

Union Environment Minister chairs Review Meeting on Action Plans
of Rajasthan and Punjab to tackle Air Pollution in Delhi-NCR

New Delhi, Jan 7 (UNI) The
Union Minister for Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change, Shri Bhupender
Yadav, today chaired a high-
level meeting to undertake
a detailed review of Action
Plans of the State Govern-
ments of Rajasthan and Pun-
jab for tackling air pollution
in Delhi-NCR. This was the
fifth meeting in the series of
such reviews, conducted on
prescribed parameters and
formats as directed by the
Minister in the earlier review
meeting held on 03.12.2025.

Expressing concern
over Delhi-NCR air qual-
ity throughout the year, the
Minister informed that from
January 2026, review of ac-

tion plans would be held ev-
ery month at the Ministerial
level. The Minister directed
that sector-wise targeted ac-
tion plans be prepared, with
clear responsibility for ex-
ecution fixed on concerned
departments. As the action
plans are being prepared
eight months in advance, it
was expressed that efficient
execution would lead to vis-
ible positive results in the
next season. The Minister
assured that all implemen-
tational roadblocks would
be addressed through regu-
lar inter-State coordination
meetings at the highest level.

Reviewing Rajasthan’s de-
tailed action plan, Shri Ya-
dav highlighted that public

transport gaps need to be
addressed in Alwar, Bhiwa-
di, Neemrana and Bharat-
pur. Electric buses are to be
procured on priority, with a
timeline-wise proposal to be
submitted. Charging infra-
structure is to be augmented
in a mission mode in urban
areas as well as along high-
ways and expressways. The
issue of unplanned truck
parking in Bhiwadi and
Neemrana along the Na-
tional Highway was flagged
as a major concern requiring
immediate action, including
identification of parking lots
and preparation of a parking
plan to avoid congestion.
The Minister desired that
city-specific road redevel-

opment plans are to be sub-
mitted for Alwar, Bhiwadi,
Neemrana and Bharatpur.
Traffic congestion points
are to be identified and
short-term and long-term
traffic decongestion plans
prepared. A comprehen-
sive scheme for liquidation
of legacy waste is to be de-
veloped, and Mechanical
Road Sweeping Machines
(MRSMs) are to be deployed
immediately.

The meeting also stressed
the need for stronger mea-
sures to control emissions
from industrial and con-
struction activities in the
NCR region. Rajasthan au-
thorities were directed to
ensure strict compliance

with prescribed emission
standards at industrial units
and to strengthen monitor-
ing mechanisms in pollu-
tion-prone areas. Construc-
tion and demolition sites
were also asked to follow
dust-control measures, in-
cluding proper covering of
material, water sprinkling
and effective management
of debris.

The Minister emphasised
that road dust remains a
significant contributor to
air pollution and called for
coordinated action by ur-
ban local bodies and other
concerned agencies. Roads
with heavy traffic and high
dust loads should be identi-
fied on priority, while regular

mechanical sweeping and
maintenance of road shoul-
ders should be undertaken
to prevent the re-suspension
of dust.

The review further high-
lighted the importance of
effective waste manage-
ment and prevention of
open waste burning. Local
authorities were advised to
strengthen door-to-door col-
lection, ensure timely trans-
portation and scientific pro-
cessing of municipal waste,
and take strict action against
incidents of open burning.
Special attention was sought
for areas where accumulated
waste could become a recur-
ring source of pollution dur-
ing the winter months.

Indian Railways Strengthens Affordable Travel for Common Passengers
with Record Production of Modern General and Non-AC Coaches

New Delhi, Jan 7 (UNT) Indi-
an Railways is modernising
its infrastructure and servic-
es with a strong focus on the
needs of common passen-
gers, aiming to make train
travel more convenient,
comfortable, safe and af-
fordable. Through sustained
investment, operational
reforms and technology
adoption, Indian Railways is
strengthening a passenger-
first approach that priori-
tises everyday travellers.
Record Production of
Modern General Coaches to
Enhance Affordable Passen-

ger Capacity
Indian  Railways has
achieved record produc-

tion of General and non-
AC coaches equipped with
modern passenger-friendly

facilities to accommodate
rising demand at affordable
fares. These coaches en-
hance travel comfort while
significantly increasing car-
rying capacity, reinforcing
Indian Railways’ commit-
ment to inclusive and ac-
cessible rail travel.

Building on this base,
Indian Railways has an on-
going coach production
programme for the current
and the next financial year
to further strengthen and
modernise its passenger
fleet. For the ongoing finan-
cial year 2025-26, which is
already in its final quarter,
the production plan pro-
vides for 4,838 new LHB GS
and Non AC coaches (LS
coaches- 2817, LSCN coach-
es- 2021). For 2026-27, the

production target is 4,802
LHB coaches (LS coaches-
2638, LSCN coaches- 2164).
This planned production
is aimed at meeting rising
passenger demand while
enhancing safety, comfort
and the overall quality of
train services.

Unprecedented Scale of
Special Train Operations to
Manage Festive and Sea-
sonal Rush

To manage seasonal and
festive rush, Indian Rail-
ways significantly scaled
up special train opera-
tions in 2025. A record over
43,000 special train trips
were operated, including
17,340 for Maha Kumbh,
1,144 for Holi, 12,417 Sum-
mer Specials and 12,383
for Chhath Puja, ensuring

smoother passenger move-
ment and improved travel
convenience during peak
periods. These large-scale
operations helped ease con-
gestion, ensured smoother
passenger movement and
provided timely connectiv-
ity during periods of excep-
tionally high demand.
Development of Passen-
ger Holding Areas at Major
Stations to Improve Crowd

Management and Pre-
Boarding Comfort

Indian  Railways has
identified 76  stations

across the country for the
development of passenger
holding areas, following
the successful implemen-
tation of the Yatri Suvidha
Kendra at New Delhi Rail-
way Station.

The New Delhi hold-
ing area, completed in four
months, can accommodate
about 7,000 passengers and
is equipped with toilets,
ticketing facilities, auto-
matic ticket vending ma-
chines and free RO drink-
ing water. The new holding
areas will follow modular
designs based on local con-
ditions and are targeted for
completion before the 2026
festival season.

Strengthening Ticketing
Integrity Through Aadhaar
Verification and Action
Against Illegal Booking

To ensure that genuine
passengers receive con-
firmed tickets, Indian Rail-
ways has strengthened
ticketing integrity through
Aadhaar verification and

advanced technological
monitoring. Aadhaar verifi-
cation of users is an impor-
tant step which has been
taken to make the system
more robust. Only Aad-
haar-verified users are al-
lowed to book Tatkal tickets.
Cutting-edge technology is
also being used to identify
and prevent unscrupulous
users trying to misuse the
e-ticketing system. As a re-
sult, 5.73 crore suspicious
and inactive IRCTC user
accounts have been deac-
tivated or temporarily sus-
pended, with further action
ongoing.

Enhanced Focus on Pas-
senger Safety and Security
With Major Investments
and Technology Deploy-
ment

MoTA Becomes First Ministry to Engage All SIH Finalists in Post-Hackathon
Development of National FRA Digital Platiorm

New Delhi,Jan 7 (UNI) The
Ministry of Tribal Affairs
(MoTA) organised Hack-
athon 2.0 — a two-day Na-
tional Workshop on FRA
Digital Platform Develop-
ment from 5-6 January
2026 at the National Tribal
Research Institute (NTRI),
New Delhi, bringing to-
gether innovation, field
insights, and governance
priorities to advance the
development of a unified
national digital platform
for effective implementa-
tion of the Forest Rights Act
(FRA), 2006.

The workshop convened
all five finalist teams of
Smart India Hackathon
(STH) 2025, along with
MoTA officials and techni-

cal experts from IIT Delhi
and NIC, to refine, inte-
grate, and finalise the func-
tional design and system
architecture of the pro-
posed national FRA Digital
Platform. The collaborative
exercise focused on har-
monising multiple innova-
tive solutions into a single,
scalable, and claimant-cen-
tric digital ecosystem.

The proposed platform
comprises key compo-
nents, including: - Al-
powered digital archives
for structured and search-
able FRA records - FRA At-
las for spatial visualisation
and real-time monitoring
- Claimant-centric chatbot
for information access and
grievance support

- Decision Support Sys-
tem (DSS) to enable evi-
dence-based policymaking

The concluding session
on 6 January 2026 featured
a live demonstration of
the integrated FRA Digi-
tal Platform, showcasing
its potential to enhance
transparency, accountabil-
ity, and efficiency in FRA
implementation. All five
participating teams were
felicitated and awarded by
the Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs in recognition of their
contributions. Address-
ing the participants, Smt.
Ranjana Chopra, Secretary,
Tribal Affairs, underscored
the broader development
vision behind the initiative,
noting that “the success of

such initiatives lies not in
degrees or certificates, but
in the creativity applied to
solving real problems on
the ground.” She further
highlighted that “land own-
ership under FRA not only
provides legal rights, but
also dignity, legitimacy, and
livelihood opportunities,
forming a crucial pathway
to breaking generational
poverty.”

Anant Prakash Pandey,
Joint Secretary, Tribal Af-
fairs, emphasized the im-
portance of citizen-centric
design, stating that “the
platform should answer
all questions from the per-
spective of the claimant.”
Shri Yogesh Brahmankar,
Innovation Director, Minis-

try of Education, highlight-
ed the scale of SIH 2025,
which received 72,165 ideas
across 271 problem state-
ments from 80 Ministries/
Departments and 8 State
Governments, and lauded
MoTA’s approach of inte-
grating all finalist solutions
into a single platform as a
model for innovation-led
governance aligned with
the vision of Viksit Bharat.
The national workshop
was preceded by a two-
day field visit (2-3 January
2026) to FRA-implemented
villages in Surgana and
Igatpuri blocks of Nashik
district, Maharashtra. Dur-
ing the visit, the student
teams interacted with For-
est Rights Committees

(FRCs) and Community
Forest Rights Management
Committees (CFRMCs) to
understand ground-level
challenges, validate field
data, and ensure that the
digital solutions are firmly
anchored in claimant-level
realities.

The Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs has become the first
Ministry in the Govern-
ment of India to formally
engage all finalist teams of
the Smart India Hackathon
(STH) 2025 - Software Edi-
tion in a structured post-
hackathon implementation
programme. MoTA had par-
ticipated in STH 2025 with a
problem statement focused
on the development of an
Al-powered FRA Atlas and

a WebGIS-based Decision
Support System (DSS) for
integrated FRA monitoring.
The initiative aimed to le-
verage technology for data-
driven governance, trans-
parency, and participatory
implementation of forest
rights, while strengthening
collaboration between gov-
ernment, academia, and
tribal communities. From
over 390 innovative solu-
tions submitted on the STH
portal, five top-performing
teams were shortlisted. In a
first-of-its-kind approach,
MoTA decided to engage
all five finalists, rather than
only the winning team, to
collaboratively co-develop
a unified, end-to-end na-
tional FRA Digital Platform.

This post-SIH engage-
ment reflects MoTA's com-
mitment to translating
policy initiatives on FRA
digitisation into field-val-
idated, technology-driven
solutions. Further work
will be undertaken over the
next two months to finalise
and refine the unified na-
tional digital architecture.
By bridging policy, technol-
ogy, and grassroots reali-
ties, the initiative reinforces
the Government’s resolve to
promote inclusive growth,
transparency, and partici-
patory governance, in line
with the Hon'ble Prime
Minister’s vision of Viksit
Bharat, with tribal commu-
nities as equal partners in
national development.
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Revanth Reddy Highlights

Hyderabad, Aug 31 (GNS)
State Chief Minister Anumu-
la Revanth Reddy stated that
development and welfare
schemes are being extend-
ed to every eligible person,
transcending politics, with
development as the primary
goal. He mentioned that a
new high-level bridge over
the Musi River, connecting
Amberpet and Moosaram-
bagh, was completed in re-
cord time and dedicated to
the public on Monday.

He expressed how deeply
moved he was in the past
upon witnessing situations
where people were swept
away by Musi floods during
even minor rains; hence,
the bridge construction was
completed on a war footing
to provide permanent pro-
tection for people's lives.

He informed that the state
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is being divided into three
economic zones and a com-
prehensive  development
plan is being implemented.

He noted that measures
are being taken to address
the shortage of government
offices in Amberpet.

He stated that a compre-
hensive rejuvenation of the
Musi River has been un-
dertaken to permanently
change the situation where
the assets of poor families
and children's educational
certificates were washed
away during floods.

He revealed that the con-
struction of 'Indiramma’
houses for the poor has been
initiated on 10 acres of gov-
ernment land in Amberpet,
and the beneficiary selec-
tion process has been com-
pleted. He also mentioned
that 'Bathukamma Kunta'
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has been fully restored
through HYDRA, transform-
ingitinto a festival venue for
women and a playground
for children. He asserted
that despite a severe finan-
cial crisis and a heavy debt

burden, the government has
remained committed to the
welfare of the poor and the
state's progress throughout
its 1,000-day tenure, without
halting any welfare schemes.
The government has stood

by 11 lakh employees and
pensioners as a guardian
and provider, ensuring the
regular credit of salaries and
allowances into their ac-
counts on the first of every
month. It was announced
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that Rs 6,000 crore has been
released for employees' re-
tirement dues and measures
have been taken to imple-
ment the PRC (Pay Revision
Commission) recommenda-
tions. EHS health cards have

been renewed to provide
free, corporate-standard
medical care to government
employees, their parents,
and family members.

The public transport sys-
tem has been strengthened
by supporting RTC workers
and undertaking new re-
cruitment drives. The gov-
ernment has paid Rs 11,000
crore to the RTC so far to
facilitate free bus travel for
women under the Mahalak-
shmi scheme. Government
schools are being trans-
formed to rival corporate
schools by providing morn-
ing breakfast and nutritious
mid-day meals—prepared
with fine-quality rice—to
27.50 lakh students.

A total of 72,000 jobs have
been filled transparently
across various sectors, in-
cluding Group-1, 2, 3, and

1,000 Days of Development and Welfare in Telangana

4, DSC, Police, Medical, and
Engineering. ITI colleges
have been upgraded into Ad-
vanced Technology Centers
(ATCs), and the Young India
Skills University and Sports
University have been estab-
lished. It was stated that the
government has extended
support worth a total of 1.70
lakh crore to farmers through
grain  procurement, the
'Rythu Bharosa' scheme, free
electricity, a bonus of 500 per
quintal, and loan waivers.

It was announced that an
international-standard fruit
and vegetable market is be-
ing established at Koheda,
within the Ibrahimpatnam
area, at a cost of 2,500 crore.

Itwas noted that 'Indiram-
ma' sarees were distributed
to one crore women, thereby
upholding their self-respect
during the festive season.

Bhatti Vikramarka Pitches
Green Growth for Telangana

Deputy CM Calls for Sustainable Construction, Clean Energy
and Global Investments at ‘Invest Telangana’ Summit

|
Hyderabad, Aug 31 (GNS)
Telangana may be a young
State, but it is moving for-
ward with highly ambitious
goals and clear environ-
mental and industrial ob-
jectives, Deputy Chief Min-
ister Bhatti Vikramarka said.
Speaking as the chief
guest at a special pro-
gramme held in Hyder-
abad on Monday to mark
the completion of 25 years
of the Indian Green Build-
ing Council (IGBC), he said
the government’s primary
objective was to develop
Telangana not only to com-
pete with other States in the
country, but also with high-
ly developed countries such
as South Korea and Japan.
The Deputy Chief Min-
ister expressed confidence
that, under the effective
leadership of Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy and with
the support of the young
and dynamic Cabinet,
the State would certainly
achieve its sustainable de-
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velopment goals. He called
upon industrialists, experts
and people from all sections
of society to become part-
ners in Telangana’s journey
to emerge as a global leader
in economic development,
industrial growth and sus-
tainable green technology.

He announced that the
State would organise a
major global summit un-
der the banner of ‘Invest
Telangana’, with the objec-
tive of attracting large-scale
investments and environ-
mentally friendly industries
to the State. The prestigious
global summit will be held
on December 7, 8 and 9.

He invited global inves-
tors, industrial leaders and
experts in the sustainable
construction sector to par-
ticipate in the summit in
large numbers. He also spe-
cifically appealed to them
not only to participate in
the summit but also to join
the ‘Advisory Council’ be-
ing constituted to provide

direction to the State’s in-
dustrial and green policies
and offer their valuable
guidance. The Deputy Chief
Minister called for eco-
friendly construction to be
extended beyond expensive
buildings and luxury apart-
ments and incorporated
into ordinary homes, gov-
ernment schools, hospitals
and housing projects as
well. He said the miscon-
ception that ‘green’ means
expensive must change and
expressed the aspiration
that sustainable construc-
tion should become acces-
sible to everyone in society.
He said that while dis-
cussing development, the
focus so far had largely
been on how many houses,
offices and industries had
been constructed. Going
forward, however, there
was a need to ask two im-
portant questions: “What
are we building, and what
will be its impact on future
generations?”

Sridhar Babu Urges German Firms to Invest in TG's Semiconductor Sector

Hyderabad, Aug 31 (GNS)
Telangana IT and Indus-
tries Minister Duddilla
Sridhar Babu on Monday
urged the German Indian
Business Alliance (GIBA) to
encourage German com-
panies to invest in semi-
conductor manufacturing
in Telangana. The Minister
said the State government
was working to develop
Telangana as a semicon-
ductor manufacturing hub
and sought greater partici-
pation from German com-
panies in the sector.

A GIBA delegation, led by
Kelsterbach Mayor Man-
fred Ockel, met Mr. Srid-
har Babu at the Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Telangana Sec-
retariat on Monday. During
the meeting, the Minister
outlined investment op-

portunities in Telangana
in sectors including semi-
conductors, life sciences,
aerospace and defence,

electronics, advanced
manufacturing, precision
engineering, automobiles

and automation.

Mr. Sridhar Babu said the
State government was pre-
pared to provide necessary
support to companies set-
ting up operations in Telan-
gana, including expedited

approvals, infrastructure,
investment incentives and
skill development.

He said Telangana’s tal-
ent pool and industrial
ecosystem could be lev-
eraged by German com-
panies, while the State
was keen to benefit from
Germany'’s strengths in
advanced technology, pre-
cision engineering and
advanced manufacturing.
The Minister also urged the

T

establishment of a Telanga-
na-Germany logistics cor-
ridor to facilitate the move-
ment of goods and improve
access for Telangana-based
exporters to German and
wider European markets.
Mr. Sridhar Babu also re-
quested the GIBA represen-
tatives to create awareness
among German industrial-
ists about the Telangana
Rising Global Summit 2026,

delegation to support the

scheduled to be held on De-
cember 7, 8 and 9, and en-
courage their participation.
The meeting was attended
by GIBA chairman Selvaku-
mar Periasamy, CEO Nir-
mal Raman Kannaiyan, In-
novation Hub Rhein-Main
CEO Stefan Witkindt, and
FTCCI representatives K.K.
Maheshwari, Srinivas Gari-
mella, Vinod Kumar Agarw-
al and Lokesh Fatehpuriya,
among others.

CS Sanjay Jaju Directs Stronger Monitoring of CM Decisions

Hyderabad, Aug 31 (GNS)
Chief Secretary Sri Sanjay
Jaju on Monday reviewed
the progress of key decisions
taken by the Hon'ble Chief
Minister during departmen-
tal review meetings and di-
rected officials to strengthen
monitoring mechanisms for
effective implementation.
At a review meeting held
at the Secretariat with senior
officials, the Chief Secretary
examined department-wise
Action Taken Reports (ATRs)
on the decisions made dur-
ing the Chief Minister's re-
view meetings. He stressed
that departments should
submit comprehensive and
updated ATRs, clearly out-
lining the actions initiated,
progress achieved, pend-
ing issues, and timelines for
completion. He said ATRs
should serve as an effective
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monitoring tool rather than
merely recording decisions.

The Chief Secretary also
reviewed the function-
ing of the Chief Minister's
Dashboard and discussed
measures to make it a more
effective platform for moni-
toring key government
programmes and priority
projects. He instructed de-
partments to ensure that
data uploaded on the dash-
board is accurate, up-to-
date, and regularly updated.
He emphasised that the
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AIMIM leader stabbed to death
in Hyderabad's Falaknuma

Hyderabad, Aug 31 (GNS)
An All India Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)
leader was stabbed to
death in Hyderabad's Fal-
aknuma area, officials said
on Monday. The deceased
has been identified as
60-year-old Mahboob Ali.
The incident occurred late
Sunday night. The officials
said that the motive for the
murder was not immedi-
ately known.

According to initial infor-
mation, the AIMIM leader
was stabbed in Wattepally,
Falaknuma police station

area, on
Sunday
night. Of-
ficials
said that
a group of
five to six
people at-
tacked Ali.
They added that the attack-
ers surrounded him near
the Almas Hotel and at-
tacked him with knives and
sickles. The AIMIM leader
was seriously injured by the
multiple stab wounds. The
perpetrators fled the scene
after the incident.

dashboard should be used
to identify delays, resolve
bottlenecks, and assess the
progress of major initiatives.

Reviewing the Prajavani
public grievance redressal
mechanism, Sri Sanjay Jaju
said the system should re-
main citizen-centric and
outcome-oriented. He di-
rected departments to
closely monitor grievance
disposal, ensure timely re-
sponses to citizens, and fo-
cus on resolving recurring
issues through systemic in-

terventions.

The Chief Secretary also
reviewed matters requiring
inter-departmental  coor-
dination and said effective
collaboration among de-
partments is essential for
the successful implemen-
tation of government pro-
grammes and achieving the
objectives set by the Hon'ble
Chief Minister. He urged of-
ficials to share information
and resolve inter-depart-
mental issues promptly.

Reiterating the govern-

ment's priorities, Sri Sanjay
Jaju instructed senior offi-
cials to focus on monitoring
the implementation of deci-
sions taken during the Chief
Minister's review meetings,
strengthening the CM Dash-
board, and ensuring effective
grievance redressal through
Prajavani. He emphasised
that accountability, timely

implementation, effective
monitoring, and inter-de-
partmental  coordination

should remain the key focus
areas of the administration
to ensure efficient delivery
of government programmes
and public services.

Special Chief Secretaries
Jayesh Ranjan, Vikas Raj,
B.N.D. Ekka, Navin Mittal,
Dana Kishore, along with
senior officials from vari-
ous departments, attended
the meeting.
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