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RS passes MSME amendment bill amid oppn
sloganeermg, house ad]ourned for the day

New Delhi, Aug 3 (UNI):
The Rajya Sabha on Mon-
day passed the Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
Development (Amend-
ment) Bill amid continuous
sloganeering and protests
by Opposition members,
who demanded the pres-
ence of the Home Minister
in the Upper House and
raised issues related to the
recent alleged police atroc-
ity and violence during stu-
dent protests in Delhi.

The Bill, which seeks to
amend the Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises Devel-
opment Act, 2006, empow-
ers courts to order payment
of at least 50 per cent of the
awarded amount to MSME
suppliers if an applica-

tion to set aside an order
remains pending for more
than six months. When
the House reassembled at
2 p.m., Deputy Chairman
Harivansh Narayan Singh
asked MSME Minister Jitan
Ram Manjhi to move the
motion for discussion on
the Bill. As the discussion
began, Opposition mem-

bers immediately demand-
ed that Leader of Opposi-
tion Mallikarjun Kharge be
allowed to speak first. The
Deputy Chairman declined,
stating that a ruling had
already been given by the
Chairman earlier. Follow-
ing persistent sloganeering,
Kharge was permitted to
speak. He began by saying,

“Kya aasman gir jayega agar
mujhe paanch minute sun
lenge...” and then referred
to the Ram Janmabhoomi
issue. Before he could com-
plete his remarks, Leader
of House J.P. Nadda inter-
vened, asserting that the
minister had already initi-
ated the discussion and that
it should continue.

Congress member Ajay
Maken was then called. He
expressed surprise that the
Leader of Opposition was
not being allowed to speak,
noting that such a situation
had not arisen during his
long tenure in both Houses
of Parliament.

When Maken linked the
Bill discussion to the al-
leged torture of youngsters

and students, the Deputy
Chairman warned him
that remarks not related
to the Bill would not go on
record. Nadda demanded
that Maken’s comments be
expunged.

Given another chance,
Maken assured the Chair he
would stick to the Bill but
pointed out the absence of
the Home Minister.

Minister of Parliamen-
tary Affairs Kiren Rijiju then
stated that the member
had failed to speak on the
subject despite being given
three opportunities. This
triggered fresh slogans from
the Opposition benches,
“Grih Mantri Sadan mein
aao (Home Minister should
come to the House)”.

Record 20,000 organ transplants achieved
in 2025: MoS Health Anuprlya Patel

New Delhi, Aug 3 (GNS):
Union Minister of State

for Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Anupriya Patel
said on Monday that the
country has made sig-
nificant strides in organ
transplantation, with the
number of transplants
increasing from 4,990 in
2013 to over 20,000 in
2025, the highest ever re-
corded in a single year.
Speaking at an event
organised by the Na-
tional Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation
(NOTTO) to mark the 16th
Indian Organ Donation
Day (IODD), the Minister
of State said India now

ranks third globally in the
total number of organ
transplants, after the US
and China. She highlight-
ed that deceased donor
transplants have increased
from 837 in 2013 to more
than 3,500 in 2025, while
acknowledging that a sub-
stantial gap still exists be-
tween the demand for or-
gans and their availability.
She emphasised that ad-
dressing this gap remains
a national priority.

The Minister of State
called for strengthen-
ing the organ donation
movement but observed
that misconceptions sur-
rounding organ donation
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continue to be a major
challenge. She stressed
that no major religion
prohibits organ donation;
rather, all faiths uphold
the values of compassion,
service and saving lives,
making organ donation a
noble humanitarian act.

Referring to the ini-
tiatives launched on
the occasion, she said
that the National Brain
Stem Death Certification
Guidelines and the Na-
tional Guidelines on Swap
Transplantation  would
help standardise practic-
es and strengthen policy
implementation  across
the country.

Lok Sabha Clears SC Judges
Expansion Bill

New Delhi, Aug 3 (GNS):
The Supreme  Court
(Number of  Judges)
Amendment Ordinance,
2026, was passed in the
Lok Sabha through voice
vote on Monday. The
House resumed its pro-
ceedings after a brief ad-
journment at noon, even
as noisy protests by the
Opposition members con-
tinued to disrupt parlia-
mentary business. Union
Law and Justice Minis-
ter Arjun Ram Meghwal
tabled the legislation in
the House amid loud slo-
ganeering from Opposi-
tion MPs, who continued
to demand answers from
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah over the police
action during the Jan-
tar Mantar protests. De-
spite repeated appeals by
Krishna Prasad Tenneti,
who was presiding over
the proceedings, asking
members to maintain or-
der and allow the House
to function, the protests
continued.

The Bill was however
passed by a voice vote.

the
showed no signs of easing,
the Chair eventually ad-
journed the Lok Sabha for
the remainder of the day.

When disruptions

The SC (Number of
Judges) Amendment Or-
dinance, 2026, seeks to
replace the ordinance
promulgated, earlier this
year, to enhance the sanc-
tioned strength of judges
in the apex court in view
of the growing pendency
of cases and the increasing
workload before the judi-
ciary. Under the proposed
legislation, the sanctioned
strength of judges in the
Supreme Court would be
increased from 33 to 37,
excluding the Chief Justice
of India, thereby taking the
total strength of the court
from 34 to 38 judges.

SC Says Catastrophically Injured Child Loses Childhood,

Dignity And Future, Enhances Compensation

New Delhi, Aug 3 (GNS): The
Supreme Court on Monday
observed that a child who
suffers catastrophic injuries
loses far more than physi-
cal abilities, as such trauma
robs them of the ordinary
joys of childhood, dignity,
independence and an en-
tire future, as it enhanced
compensation from Rs
45.40 lakh to Rs 83.38 lakh
for a girl who suffered per-
manent disability in a road
accident at the age of six
months.

A bench of Justices Uj-
jal Bhuyan and N.V. An-
jaria said courts dealing
with compensation claims
involving severely injured
children must adopt a

“realisticc, humane” ap-
proach, keeping in mind
that the consequences of
catastrophic injuries ex-
tend far beyond physical
impairment and continue
throughout the victim’s life.

“Injuries suffered by chil-
dren have consequences
which extend far beyond

the immediate physical
disability. Such injuries
accompany the victim

throughout her life and
affect every stage of her
development. The loss suf-
fered is not temporary. It
is lifelong, continuing and

irreversible,” the Justice
Bhuyan-led Bench said.
‘A child who suffers

catastrophic injuries loses

much more than physical
abilities. The child may lose
the joys and experiences
ordinarily associated with
childhood itself. Activities
which other children take

for granted, like playing,
running around, attend-

ing school, interacting with
friends, participating in so-
cial functions and enjoying
ordinary pleasures of life
may become permanently
inaccessible,” it added. The
apex court observed that the
impact of such injuries goes
beyond bodily impairment.

“Human dignity forms
an inseparable component
of life. When a catastrophic
injury deprives a child of
the ability to perform the
ordinary functions inde-
pendently, the resulting
loss transcends the realm
of physical disability and
assumes the character of a
continuing deprivation of
dignity. Therefore, the in-
jury affects not merely the

body but the very manner
in which life itself is experi-
enced,” the bench said.

The Supreme Court
stressed that while deter-
mining compensation,
courts must remain con-
scious that “what has been
taken away is not merely
physical capacity but the
child’s entire future life.”

The case arose from a mo-
tor accident in Odisha that
occurred on June 16, 2015,
when the infant, Shree-
jita Pattnaik, was travelling
with her parents. A tanker
coming from the opposite
direction allegedly swerved
onto the wrong side of the
road and collided head-on
with their vehicle.

Military-Civilian integration key
to national security: Rajnath

1

New Delhi, Aug 3 (GNS):
Union Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday under-
lined the need to deepen
integration between the
military and civil compo-
nents of the Ministry to fos-
ter greater synergy within
the defence ecosystem.
Addressing the 85th Armed
Forces Headquarters
(AFHQ) Civilian Services
Day celebrations in Delhi,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh emphasised that both
the uniformed and civil ser-
vices share the same com-
mitment of ‘Nation First.
He said that when the ob-
jective of both the military
and civil components of
the Ministry is singular, ev-
ery element of the system
transforms into national
strength.

He said deeper integra-
tion between the military
and civil components of
the Ministry of Defence
will help to tackle evolving
security and technological
challenges, while ensur-
ing institutional memory,
stability, and the effective
application of rules and
regulations. He said that
military and administrative
integration cannot proceed
along separate paths as

there will be a need for con-
tinuity and expertise across
all areas - policy, admin-
istration, human resource

management, financial
processes, logistics, and in-
stitutional knowledge.
Rajnath Singh highlight-
ed the importance of fur-
ther enhancing structured
cross-exposure between ci-
vilian and military officers,
suggesting joint training
programmes and devel-
opmental assignments for
both sides to learn from
each other’s experiences.
“Military officers bring
operational experience, a
command perspective, and
an understanding of war-
fare, while civilian officers
contribute through admin-
istrative continuity, policy
experience, an understand-
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ing of government process-
es, and institutional mem-
ory. When these strengths
combine, decision-making
becomes more informed,
balanced, and effective,”
stated Rajnath Singh.

Explaining with the ex-
ample of ‘cyber warfare)
the Defence Minister stat-
ed that if officers of the
AFHQ Civilian Services
develop defence-specific
common cyber tools le-
veraging their expertise,
it could prove beneficial
to the Defence Forces. Ra-
jnath Singh called upon
the AFHQ Civilian Services
to evolve into the “strategic
brain” of Indias defence
management architecture
by developing a compre-
hensive understanding of
the defence sector.

Prashant Kishor wins bankipur
bypoll, BJP Ioses stronghold

Patna, Aug 3 (GNS): Jan
Suraaj Party founder
Prashant Kishor made a
historic electoral debut on
Monday, winning the bypoll
for Bihar’s prestigious Banki-
pur Assembly constituency,
in a big blow to the BJP which
had held the seat since 1995.
The defeat, coming days af-
ter the massive Gen Z pro-
tests across the country, was
even more stinging because
the seat was last held by
BJP president Nitin Nabin,
whose elevation necessitat-
ed the bypoll on August 30.
Kishor, who got 64,151
votes, defeated BJP’s Neeraj

Kumar by 19,324 votes. Ku-
mar garnered 44,827 votes.
Rekha Gupta of RJD was a
distant third with 14,273
votes. A little less than 3.8
lakh voters, including 2 lakh
men and 1.79 lakh women,
were eligible to vote in the
polls. The bypoll recorded

a voter turnout of 34.30 per
cent, down by more than
seven per cent from the
41.45 per cent registered in
the last assembly elections,
held just nine months ago.

“The victory is a wake-up
call for Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, who must in-
stall a new Chief Minister in
place of Samrat Choudhary,
a man with criminal ante-
cedents,” said Kishor, for
whom it was a satisfying re-
versal of fortunes. In the As-
sembly elections, his party
had failed to win any seats.
Kishor had decided not to
contest then.
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India’s China policy at a crossroads

DIPAK KURMI

early five years

after the violent

clash in Galwan
Valley ruptured diplo-
matic trust between India
and China, signs of a ten-
tative thaw have begun to
emerge. The prolonged
estrangement caused by
the 2020 border incident
marked one of the low-
est points in bilateral ties
since the 1962 war. How-
ever, recent high-level en-
gagements suggest a reca-
libration is underway. The
meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and President Xi Jinping
on October 23, 2024, dur-
ing the 16th BRICS Sum-
mit in Kazan, offered more
than just a photo-op—it
became a symbolic turn-
ing point, steering the bi-
lateral relationship back
from the brink and offer-
ing new direction to a frac-
tured dialogue.

This renewal is being felt
in tangible terms on the
ground. One of the most
important developments
has been the resumption
of patrolling and tradi-
tional grazing rights in
the remaining friction
points of eastern Ladakh.
These practical measures
are crucial confidence-
building steps, pointing
toward de-escalation and
disengagement, without
which normalcy cannot be
restored. India's Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
and External Affairs Min-
ister S. Jaishankar, during
their recent visits to China
for Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) meet-
ings, reiterated that peace

and tranquillity along
the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) are fundamen-
tal preconditions for any
broader normalisation in
the relationship.
Complementing  these
security-level efforts is the
restoration of cultural and
religious exchanges. The
resumption of the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra in 2025,
after a five-year suspen-
sion, has been widely wel-
comed by Indian pilgrims
and spiritual communities.
Its symbolic value cannot
be overstated; it reflects
a willingness to rebuild
people-to-people ties long
neglected in the wake of
diplomatic tensions. Yet,
it would be naive to view
these developments as in-
dicative of a full strategic
rapprochement. Deep fault
lines remain unaddressed,
many of them structural
in nature. For instance,
core issues such as direct
air connectivity, reciprocal
visa arrangements for busi-
ness and journalists, and

data sharing on upper ri-
parian rivers have not seen
substantial progress. Fur-
thermore, Beijing's initial
silence and later equivocal
statements following the
April 22, 2025, terrorist at-
tack in Pahalgam were seen
as dismissive by New Delhi.
That moment underscored
the fragility of trust and
how strategic interests still
trump mutual empathy.
Nonetheless, in a signifi-
cant diplomatic victory for
India, the BRICS Joint Dec-
laration issued after the
2024 Kazan summit did
condemn the Pahalgam
terror attack in Jammu and
Kashmir, marking the first
time a BRICS statement
specifically referred to a
terrorist incident in J&K.
The language was clear—
terrorism, its safe havens,
and the global double
standards in countering it
were roundly rejected. This
was a diplomatic mile-
stone not merely for its
text but for the multilateral
consensus it reflected. Just

over a decade ago, the 2009
BRIC Leaders’ Joint State-
ment failed even to men-
tion the 26/11 Mumbai
terror attacks, restricting
itself to a generic condem-
nation of terrorism “in all
forms.” It wasn't until the
2017 Xiamen BRICS Decla-
ration that Pakistan-based
groups such as Lashkar-e-
Taiba and Jaish-e-Moham-
mad were named. In that
sense, the 2024 declara-
tion is both evolution and
vindication—an outcome
of sustained Indian diplo-
macy and global outreach
campaigns such as Opera-
tion Sindoor and the dis-
patching of all-party dele-
gations to friendly capitals.

However, consensus at
multilateral forums does
not always translate to bi-
lateral convergence. India
remains wary of China’s
persistent shielding of
Pakistan-based terror-
ists at the United Nations,
often placing technical
blocks on listings. With
Pakistan being a full SCO

member, it is unlikely
that the forthcoming SCO
declaration will mirror
the firmness of the BRICS
document on terrorism.
This  underscores the
continuing dichotomy in
China’s multilateral ver-
sus bilateral posturing—a
contradiction India has
long grappled with.

Trade and economic re-
lations, once seen as a sta-
bilising factor in the India-
China equation, have also
come under strain. The
structural imbalance in bi-
lateral trade—where India
imports nearly five times
what it exports to China—
has been exacerbated by
non-tariff barriers and lack
of reciprocal market ac-
cess. Fresh concerns have
emerged in recent months
as China imposed restric-
tions on exports of critical
technologies to India, in-
cluding rare earth magnets
essential for electric vehi-
cles (EVs), wind turbines,
tunnel boring machines,
and certain fertilisers.

Collapse of nuclear grammar

Lt Gen SS Mehta (Retd)
The nuclear age has al-
ways had its own lan-
guage. From the Cold
War’s deterrence and mu-
tual assured destruction
to later euphemisms like
‘credible minimum deter-
rent’ and ‘no first use’, ev-
ery phrase was carefully
weighed. Grammar itself
became an instrument of
restraint. The assumption
was that words could dis-
cipline weapons and pre-
vent their use.

Even adversaries un-
derstood that in nuclear
affairs, words were kinetic
— capable of mobilising,
intimidating or escalating
without a single missile
moving. Public discourse
was integral to deterrence;
statements were crafted,
cleared and channelled
through measured voices
because a careless phrase
could move troops or trig-
ger alerts.

That discipline is fray-
ing. The grammar of re-
straint has been coars-
ened. Where the nuclear
discourse was once con-
fined to deliberate com-
muniqués, it now seeps
into campaign rallies,
press conferences and
television soundbites. The
podium, once a place for
statecraft, has been wea-
ponised for domestic the-
atre. In a nuclear context,
such theatre is not harm-
less; it is rehearsal for
miscalculation, an unrav-
elling of the very norms
that have kept the world
away from nuclear con-
flict for decades. The dan-
ger lies not only in what
is said but in what is left
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unanswered. When a host
nation’s silence, the UN’s
absence and the indif-
ference of other nuclear
powers combine to let a
nuclear threat pass un-
challenged, they bypass
accountability and erode
nuclear norms. Nuclear
deterrence rests on a par-
adox: weapons are kept to
prevent war, not to wage
it. That paradox survives
only through restraint, in
posture, deployment, and
above all, in language.
Thomas Schelling, the
Nobel laureate strategist,
warned that deterrence is
not merely about weap-
ons but about “the ma-
nipulation of risk”. Lan-
guage, therefore, is part
of the arsenal. Careless
words can tilt the balance
as dangerously as care-
less deployments. Admiral
Arun Prakash, our former
Chief of Naval Staff, has
cautioned that nuclear
dialogue is as critical as
nuclear posture. India’s
credibility, he notes, has
long rested on disciplined
restraint in both. To dis-
miss reckless rhetoric as
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mere domestic theatre is
a perilous misjudgment
in the nuclear age. A stark
case illustrates this decay.
On the soil of a major de-
mocracy, a nuclear-armed
Army Chief declared: “If
we think we are going
down, we'll take half the
world down with us.” This
was not whispered in a
bunker but spoken into a
microphone, to both do-
mestic and global audi-
ences. The host nation did
not challenge it. The UN
stayed silent. Other per-
manent members of the
Security Council looked
away. It signalled that nu-
clear blackmail could be
voiced in broad daylight
without diplomatic cost.
Every unchallenged
threat lowers the thresh-
old for the next, rewriting
restraint into recklessness.
This danger extends
beyond treaties like the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT). The real
threat lies not only in pos-
session but in how nucle-
ar weapons are spoken
of, threatened and nor-
malised. When a defeated

military chief, standing
over his own Prime Minis-
ter, threatens both a dem-
ocratic neighbour and half
the world from the soil of
another democracy, and
the world stays silent, it
creates a precedent more
corrosive than any treaty
violation. It tells authori-
tarians everywhere that
nuclear blackmail can be
practised openly without
consequence. It hollows
out the very grammar of
restraint. Some argue that
such rhetoric is for do-
mestic consumption. But
in the nuclear age, percep-
tion can be as potent as
capability. A misread sig-
nal can push arival toward
a pre-emptive stance. An
ambiguous phrase can be
mistaken for intent. And
when crises run in paral-
lel, from contested bor-
ders to cyber incidents
— the margin for error
narrows dangerously. The
international community
has shown that restraint
can be codified not only in
arsenals but in principle.
The Ottawa Landmine
Treaty of 1997 proved that
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when the world agreed
that certain weapons were
unacceptable, the stigma
itself carried weight.

The Chemical Weapons
Convention established
that some threats cross
a universal red line, re-
gardless of circumstance.
Even reluctant powers
have felt compelled to
justify or conceal trans-
gressions rather than
openly defy the norm.
These cases show that
restraint can be insti-
tutionalised not merely
through possession trea-
ties but through shared
conviction that some
weapons, and the rheto-
ric around them, must be
delegitimised altogether.
Alarmingly, the nuclear
discourse is moving in
the opposite direction.
Instead of strengthening
taboos against threat and
use, silence and indul-
gence are hollowing them
out. What landmines and
chemical weapons were
spared by stigma, nu-
clear weapons may lose
through the normalisa-
tion of recklessness.
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Futile Battle Against Ideas

n an age when the world’s knowledge is a click away, banning books is like trying

to dam a river with your bare hands futile, messy, and bound to fail. And yet, on

August 5, as the Chinar Book Festival in Srinagar backed by the Union Culture Min-
istry was meant to celebrate the written word, the Jammu and Kashmir administration
under Lieutenant-Governor Manoj Sinha decided to pull 25 titles from shelves. These
works, by noted authors like AG Noorani, Sumantra Bose, Arundhati Roy, and Victoria
Schofield, were declared dangerous under Section 98 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
2023, accused of “promoting false narratives” and “secessionism.” The order warned of
prison terms ranging from three years to life for possessing or distributing the books.
Among the banned were Noorani’s The Kashmir Dispute 1947-2012 and Roy’s Azadi,
with the Home Department claiming they “distort history, glorify terrorists, vilify secu-
rity forces, and foster grievance, victimhood, and terrorist heroism.” Police fanned out
to Srinagar’s bookstores, though so far there are no confirmed reports of seizures. What
is striking is that most of these titles have been in circulation for years, published by
respected houses like Penguin and Routledge. Their presence was neither new nor se-
cret. Which makes one wonder: Why now? The timing is suspicious. August 5 marked
the sixth anniversary of the abrogation of Article 370. Since 2019, Jammu and Kashmir
has been governed as a Union Territory, with the L-G’s powers enhanced under the J&K
Reorganisation Act 2019. Amendments to the Transaction of Business Rules in July 2024
granted Manoj Sinha sweeping authority over police, public order, the Anti-Corruption
Bureau, and prosecution sanctions — powers that supersede those of Chief Minister.
Omar Abdullah, who has opposed the ban, points out that he has never banned a book
and never will. However, in a set-up where the real power resides with the Raj Bhawan,
his opinion is more symbolic than decisive.

The official reasoning — “systemic dissemination” of secessionist literature — was
presented without transparency or judicial review. It fits a long tradition of governments
using censorship as a blunt instrument, often with counterproductive results. History,
in fact, reads like a graveyard of failed book bans. Renaissance Italy saw the moral fury
of Girolamo Savonarola, who in 1497-98 led the “bonfires of the vanities” in Florence,
burning “immoral” books and artworks. A year later, he was excommunicated, execut-
ed, and his ideals forgotten — while the very literature he sought to destroy flourished
across Europe.

In 1933, Nazi Germany staged public book burnings, targeting works by Albert Ein-
stein, Franz Kafka, Sigmund Freud, and other intellectuals. The Third Reich is now re-
membered as a cautionary tale, while Kafka’s Metamorphosis is studied in classrooms
worldwide. India too has had its share of literary bans — Rama Retold (1954) for al-
legedly hurting religious sentiments, The Da Vinci Code (2006) for similar reasons, and
bans on Lady Chatterley’s Lover, Lolita, Ulysses, and even The Adventures of Tom Saw-
yer. None of these ever truly disappeared; they are easily available online. Attempts at
suppression only stoked curiosity and widened readership.

As the saying goes, you can silence a writer, but you cannot bury a book. In the mod-
ern context, the futility of such acts is even starker. Today’s world operates on an “infor-
mation superhighway,” where banning a printed copy in one territory means nothing
when e-books, PDFs, and scanned versions circulate freely across borders. You can ban
the ink, but you can’t ban the idea. The Kashmir ban, ironically, seems even more hol-
low because it applies only within the territory. Anyone outside Jammu and Kashmir —
or with basic internet literacy — can access these books in minutes. The result? Locals
who might never have heard of them now know their titles, authors, and “dangerous”
themes. Far from suppressing the material, the ban is an unpaid advertising campaign.

There is also a special irony in banning books in a region that has a proud reading
tradition. Sheikh Abdullah, long before he became the “Lion of Kashmir,” served as
secretary of the Fateh Kadal Reading Room Party — later the nucleus of the National
Conference. The idea that Kashmiri society is somehow unable to handle differing view-
points insults not just readers’ intelligence but also the history of political literacy in
the Valley. Censorship of this kind has a peculiar side effect: It elevates otherwise ob-
scure works into symbols of resistance. The Comstock laws in the United States, for ex-
ample, attempted to regulate morality by banning “obscene” literature in the late 19th
century a movement so extreme it gave us the term “Comstockery.” The result? The
banned works became must-reads for anyone wishing to challenge the establishment.
The current ban is more than a matter of free expression; it’s a test of whether India’s
democracy can tolerate dissenting narratives, especially in sensitive regions. The state
can —and should challenge ideas it disagrees with through debate, scholarship, and
counter-publications. But to wield Section 98 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita like a club
against inconvenient books is to abandon persuasion for coercion. And coercion rarely
changes minds; it only pushes them underground.If the goal is to keep the peace in
Kashmir, history suggests a different approach. Reading rooms, literary festivals, and
open libraries have a better track record of diffusing radicalism than bans do. They cre-
ate spaces for dialogue, allowing communities to confront ideas in the open rather than
letting them fester in secrecy. When people are trusted with the responsibility to read
and decide for themselves, the social fabric is strengthened, not weakened. The state’s
heavy-handedness is also strategically flawed. Since the revocation of Article 370, the
Government has repeatedly claimed that normalcy and progress are returning to J&K.
Literary festivals funded by the Centre were meant to showcase this openness. But the
contradiction between celebrating literature on one hand and banning it on the other is
glaring. It risks undoing the credibility such festivals are meant to build.

As every failed censor in history could testify from Caligula to Savonarola to Goeb-
bels — the surest way to make people read something is to tell them they can't. The
larger question is not whether a government has the legal authority to regulate pub-
lications under exceptional circumstances, but whether such restrictions meet the
test of necessity, proportionality, and transparency. Democracies derive their strength
from the ability to accommodate competing interpretations of history and politics.
When controversial books are removed without an open process or independent scru-
tiny, it risks creating the perception that uncomfortable ideas are being suppressed
rather than challenged on merit.

Internationally, mature democracies have often responded to contentious litera-
ture by encouraging debate instead of prohibition. Universities, public libraries, and
academic institutions routinely preserve works with conflicting viewpoints, allowing
scholars and readers to evaluate them critically. The belief that citizens are capable of
distinguishing fact from opinion is fundamental to an informed society. Restricting
access may instead deepen mistrust and encourage speculation about the reasons
behind the ban. For Kashmir, where competing historical narratives have shaped
public discourse for decades, open engagement with ideas may ultimately prove
more constructive than censorship. Books, whether one agrees with their conclu-
sions or not, provide opportunities for discussion, rebuttal, and research. Counter-
ing a disputed narrative with documented evidence and rigorous scholarship is often
more persuasive than removing it from public view.
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Samsung expands manufacturing of advanced
tech devices in India; Ashwini Vaishnaw

New Delhi, Aug 3 (GNS):
South Korean giant Samsung
continues to expand manu-
facturing of its advanced
technology devices in India,
including laptops, accord-
ing to Union Minister for
Electronics and IT, Ashwini
Vaishnaw. In a major fillip
to the 'Make in India’ initia-
tive, India’s electronics pro-
duction has surged from $31
billion to $133 billion in a de-
cade beginning 2014-15. The
electronics exports have also
seen a surge of over 47 per
cent in Q1 of 2025-26 over
the same quarter in 2024-25.

“Samsung continues to
expand manufacturing of its
advanced technology devic-
es in 'Bharat', driven by tal-
ent and innovation,” Vaish-
naw said in an X post. “Its
research unit in ‘Bharat’ has
more than 7,000 engineers,”
he added. The government
has created several enablers
for making India Aatmanirb-
har in manufacturing. As a
result, India has moved from
having 2 mobile manufactur-

ing units in 2014 to over 300.

In the first quarter of cur-
rent fiscal (Q1 FY26), India's
traditional PC market, which
includes desktops, note-
books, and workstations,
saw a 7.1 per cent increase
in shipments, reaching 3.39
million units, according to
IDC. The market experienced
a 7.1 per cent year-on-year
growth in shipments, indi-
cating a positive trend in the
PC market. Meanwhile, Sam-
sung India said recently that
its newly-launched, ‘Made in
India’ Galaxy Z Fold7, gained
significant traction from not
only tier 3 markets, but also
tier 4 and beyond, amid a
resilient economy and rising
aspirations across the coun-
try. “The unprecedented de-
mand has made us allocate
stocks of the Galaxy Z Fold7
across the deeper pockets of
Bharat. We are immensely
encouraged by the new de-
mand surfacing from tier 4
and beyond and will con-
tinue to serve these markets
in the best possible manner,”

said Raju Pullan, Senior Vice
President and Head at Sam-
sung India.

The company said it is wit-
nessing unprecedented de-
mand for the Galaxy Z Fold7,
with the smartphone being
‘out-of-stock’ in select mar-
kets across the country. The
company is taking necessary
steps at its manufacturing
factory in Noida to meet the
unprecedented demand.

Industry experts said Sam-
sung's continued expansion
of manufacturing operations
reinforces India's emer-
gence as a preferred global
electronics production hub.
Government incentives un-
der the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme and
improvements in the manu-
facturing ecosystem have
encouraged multinational
companies to increase lo-
cal production. The growth
in domestic manufacturing
has also strengthened India's
electronics supply chain by
boosting local value addi-
tion, generating employment

opportunities and reduc-
ing dependence on imports.
Increasing investments in
component  manufactur-
ing are expected to further
enhance the country's com-
petitiveness in the global
market. The government has
been focusing on develop-
ing a robust semiconductor
and electronics ecosystem
through policy support, in-
frastructure  development
and skill enhancement ini-
tiatives.  Officials believe
these measures will help po-
sition India as a major des-
tination for advanced tech-
nology manufacturing in the
coming years.

Analysts noted that rising
demand from smaller cities
and rural markets reflects
increasing digital adoption
and higher consumer spend-
ing on premium technology
products. Improved retail
penetration, financing op-
tions and wider internet con-
nectivity have contributed
to the growing demand for
smartphones, laptops and

New Delhi, Aug 3 (GNS):
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday
told Parliament that the
government has reduced
its debt burden over the
last five years and the fis-
cal deficit targets are being
aligned to reduce it further
in the coming years. The
government has steadily
reduced the debt over the
years from 61.4 per cent of
GDP in 2020-21, after the
Covid-19 pandemic, to 56.1
per cent of GDP in the Bud-
get Estimate for 2025-26,
the Finance Minister said in
awritten reply to a question
in the Lok Sabha.

"Further, the govern-
ment aims to keep the fiscal
deficit in each year in such
a manner that the Central
government debt is on a de-
clining path to attain a debt
to GDP level of about 50
(plus/minus 1) per cent by
March 31, 2031," she said.

The governments out-
standing debt at the end
of FY 2024-25 is provision-

ally estimated at Rs 185.94
lakh crore. While internal
debt accounts for as much
as Rs 157.11 lakh crore of
this amount, external debt
comprises Rs 8.74 lakh
crore, while the remaining
Rs 20.09 lakh crore is made
up of other public account
liabilities, Sitharaman said.
In answer to another ques-
tion in the Lok Sabha, the
Finance Minister said:
"Despite an environment
of unprecedented geopo-
litical uncertainty, supply
chain disruptions, and a
weak global growth out-
look, the Indian economy
has exhibited resilience,
underpinned by prudent
macroeconomic manage-
ment, credible fiscal con-
solidation, a resilient ex-
ternal sector performance,
and sustained structural
reforms. India remains
the fastest-growing ma-
jor economy, registering a
real GDP growth of 6.5 per
cent in 2024-25." The fiscal
deficit of the Union govern-
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Govt cuts debt, targets 50% debt-
to-GDP by 2031: FM Sitharaman

ment has come down from
9.2 per cent of GDP in 2020-
21 to 4.8 per cent of GDP in
2024-25, and is budgeted
to further decline to 4.4 per
cent of GDP in 2025-26. The
average retail inflation rate,
measured by the Consumer
Price Index, stood at 4.6 per
cent in 2024-25, the lowest
in the last six years, and has
eased further to 2.4 per cent
in April-July 2025, she said.

Despite weakened global
trade, India's export per-
formance has demon-
strated resilience, with the
country's overall exports
reaching an all-time high
of $824.96 billion in 2024-
25. This positive trend has
continued into the current
fiscal year, with overall ex-
ports registering an increase
of 5.46 per cent during the
first quarter. Furthermore,
India’s foreign exchange re-
serves provide a cover for
more than 11 months of
goods imports. This consis-
tent macroeconomic per-
formance underscores the

Indian economy's ability
to navigate global and eco-
nomic uncertainties effec-
tively, Sitharaman observed.

She also highlighted that
the government has under-
taken concerted measures
aimed at protecting vul-
nerable sections of society
from the adverse effects of
economic volatility while
sustaining the momentum
of broad-based and
clusive economic growth.
Flagship schemes such as
the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana, the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sam-
man Nidhi (PM-KISAN), the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme (MGNREGS),
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY), the Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen
Kaushalya Yojana, the Stand
Up India Scheme, and the
Deendayal Antyodaya Yo-
jana-National Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission are being
implemented to ensure ac-
cess to the basic essentials,

in-

India’s ranking in Global Innovation Index
improved consistently in last decade: Govt

New Delhi, Aug 3 (GNS): In-
dia’s ranking in the Global
Innovation Index (GII) has
improved consistently over
the last 10 years, the govern-
ment informed the Parlia-
ment on Monday.

In a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha, Rao Inderjit
Singh, Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) for the
Ministry of Planning, shared
that “India was ranked 81 in
2015, which has improved
to 39 as of 2024”. The GII
rank attempts to measure
a country’s performance by
using data for more than 70
indicators, each of which
represents different aspects
of the socio-economic de-
velopment of a country.

“The improvement in In-
dia’s rank in GII may be seen
as an indirect measure of
positive changes in the over-
all socio-economic environ-
ment of the country,” Singh
said. He added that some
of changes include India’s
recent strides in availability
and affordability of applica-
tions and services in impor-

tant sectors such as “space;
renewable energy; defence,
especially the indigenous
development and produc-
tion of defence equipment
of various types; biotech-
nology sector, especially the
indigenous  development
and production of vaccines
and oxygen concentrators
to combat the Covid 19 pan-
demic; online learning tools
for affordable education;
S&amp;T clusters in differ-
ent areas support structure
for promoting innovation
and startups”. He also shared
details on the funds spent
by the government on sci-
ence and technology-related
research over the last five
years. “The amount spent
over science and technol-
ogy-related research in the
country increased from over
Rs 63,974 crore in 2016-17 to
more than Rs 80,992 crore in
2020-21,” the MoS said, cit-
ing the latest R&amp;D Sta-
tistics, 2022-23 brought out
by the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology.
“Further, during 2016-17,

2019-20 and 2022-23, In-
dia’s rank in the World level
in R&amp;D expenditure (in
Billion PPP $) is at seventh
position”, he added.

The minister said the gov-
ernment has been imple-
menting several initiatives
to strengthen the country's
innovation ecosystem by
promoting research, en-
couraging entrepreneurship
and supporting collabora-
tion between academic in-
stitutions, industry and re-
search organisations. These
efforts are aimed at translat-
ing scientific research into
commercially viable tech-
nologies and products.

He noted that flagship
programmes such as Startup
India, Atal Innovation Mis-
sion, technology incubation
centres and increased sup-
port for innovation-driven
enterprises have contrib-
uted to improving India's
global innovation profile.
Greater emphasis on digital
infrastructure and indig-
enous technology develop-
ment has also enhanced.

Microsofit may ask employees to
work from the office 3 days a week

Mumbai, Aug 3 (GNS): US
tech giant Microsoft is plan-
ning to tighten its office at-
tendance policy, potentially
implementing changes as
early as January for some
employees. The new policy
will likely require employees
to work in the office at least
three days a week. The im-
plementation dates for this
policy differ across regions.
Employees at the Redmond,
Washington, headquarters
will be required to work
from the office more con-
sistently starting in Janu-
ary, according to multiple
media reports. Microsoft
spokesperson Frank Shaw
confirmed the company is
considering updates to its
flexible work policies, but
no final decisions have been
reached. The tech giant has
planned to announce the
new policy by September.
Since late 2020, the tech
major has implemented
a flexible work policy, al-
lowing employees to work
remotely for nearly 50 per
cent of the time without

permission, providing them
with greater flexibility. Meta
and Google have also imple-
mented a three-day work-
from-office policy. Certain
Microsoft teams, including
the Corporate, External,
and Legal Affairs (CELA)
group, are working in the
office more than three days
a week. Other major tech
companies have also recent-
ly proposed stricter work-
from-office policies. Earlier
this year, Microsoft's com-
petitor, Amazon, enforced a
work-from-office policy re-
quiring employees to work
in person five days a week.
AT&amp;T introduced a
similar policy last year.
Microsoft's head of cloud
and Al, Scott Guthrie, how-
ever, had told employees
during an internal meet-
ing last September that the
company would only recon-
sider its flexible work policy
if there was a clear decline
in productivity. The tech
giant had recently been in
the news for allegedly cut-
ting off access to its data

and services abruptly to the
Russia-backed oil explora-
tion and marketing compa-
ny Nayara Energy, but later
restored its services. In July,
it also announced laying off
4 per cent of its workforce,
or around 9,000 employees,
in yet another round of job
cuts this year.

The proposed policy re-
flects a broader trend across
the global technology indus-
try, where companies are
seeking a balance between
workplace flexibility and in-
person collaboration. Many
firms believe regular office
attendance can improve
teamwork, innovation, men-
toring and organisational
culture while retaining some
level of hybrid work. Micro-
soft has maintained that
employee productivity and
business outcomes remain
the primary factors guid-
ing its workplace decisions.
The company is expected
to consult employees and
business units before final-
ising the revised attendance
policy.

Only 1.69 pc of Rs 2,000
hanknotes worth Rs 6,017 crore
yet to return to RBI: Minister

New Delhi, Aug 3 (GNS):
Only 1.69 per cent of the Rs
2,000 banknotes were yet to
be returned to the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) from cir-
culation (as on July 31), the
Parliament was informed. As
per the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), the total value of Rs
2,000 banknotes in circula-
tion, which was Rs 3.56 lakh
crore at the close of business
on May 19, 2023, has de-
clined to Rs 6,017 crore as on
July 31. Before undertaking
the exercise of withdrawal
of Rs 2,000 banknotes, it was
ensured that sufficient buffer
stock of cash was available
with banks across the coun-
try to meet the exchange/
withdrawal requirements.
The same was augmented
through regular supply of
cash to various banks located
across the country, Minister
of State for Finance, Pankaj
Chaudhary, said in a written
reply to a question in Lok Sab-
ha. The Rs 2,000 denomina-
tion banknote was introduced

in November 2016, primarily
to meet the currency require-
ment of the economy in an
expeditious manner after the
withdrawal of legal tender
status of all Rs 500 and Rs
1,000 banknotes in circula-
tion at that time, he added.
The objective of introducing
Rs 2,000 banknotes was met
once banknotes in other de-
nominations became avail-
able in adequate quantities.
About 89 per cent of Rs 2,000
denomination notes were is-
sued prior to March 2017 and
are close to the end of their
useful life, which spans from
4-5 years. Further, the stock of
banknotes in other denomi-
nations continues to be ad-
equate to meet the currency
requirement of the public,
said the minister. "In view of
the above, and in pursuance
of the ‘Clean Note Policy’ of
the Reserve Bank of India,
it was decided to withdraw
the Rs 2,000 denomination
banknotes from circulation
on May 19, 2023," he added.

India’s smartwatch market in
consolidation phase, demand
for Smart Glasses rises

New Delhi, Aug 3 (GNS):
After witnessing explosive
growth in 2022 and 2023,
the smartwatch market in
India is now consolidating,
primarily due to satura-
tion in the entry-level seg-
ment, a report showed on
Monday. Despite declining
volumes, average selling
prices (ASPs) increased by
5.1 per cent (on-year), ris-
ing from $20.6 to $21.7 in
the April-June quarter (Q2
2025), according to the In-
ternational Data Corpora-
tion (IDC).

Smart Glasses shipments
surged to 50,000 units in
Q2 2025 from 4,000 a year
ago, fuelled by new launch-
es from Meta and Lenskart.
The average selling price
(ASP) stood at $134.0, re-
flecting the segment's pre-
mium positioning. Smart
Rings shipments rebound-
ed after its first-ever de-
cline in Q1 2025, recording
a modest YoY growth of 2.8

per cent with 75,000 units
shipped in 2Q25. Ultrahu-
man, Gabit and Aabo con-
tinue to dominate with col-
lective share of 65 per cent,
the report mentioned.

Smart wristbands ship-
ments jumped by 118.5
per cent YoY to 83,000
units in April-June period.
Samsung accounted for
80.6 per cent share in the
wristbands category in
Q2. Within earwear, Truly
Wireless Stereo (TWS) seg-
ment maintained its domi-
nant position with a 71.2
per cent share. The over-
the-ear segment recorded
strong growth, with ship-
ments surging 97.4 per cent
YoY to 1.5 million units.

In the overall wearables
category, boAt maintained
its leadership, increasing
its market share from 26.7
per cent to 28.0 per cent
YoY. The first half of 2025
saw fewer smartwatch
launches than anticipated.

Mumbai, Aug 3 (GNS): The
Indian stock market ended
the session in green on Mon-
day after heavy buying in
auto, banking and consum-
er durable stocks, amid the
positive sentiment around
upcoming GST reforms.
Sensex closed at 81,273.75,
up 676.09 points or 0.84 per
cent. The 30-share index
opened the session with a
huge gap-up at 81,315.79
against last session's clos-
ing of 80,597.66. Buoyed by
overall buying post the GST
reform announcement, the
index touched an intraday
high at 81,765.77.

Nifty settled at 24,876.95,
up 245.65 points or 1.0 per
cent. "The proposed ratio-
nalisation of GST is a senti-
ment booster for the domes-
tic market. Additionally, the
recent conclusion of the US
and Russia summit, without
any escalation in geopoliti-
cal tensions, has helped ease
investor anxiety," said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research, Geo-
jit Investments Limited.

The automobile sector
outperformed, = emerging
as a key beneficiary of the
anticipated tax reforms.
In H2 FY26, we expect the
consumption-led sectors to
show some traction on ac-
count of demand revival, he
added. Maruti Suzuki, Bajaj
Finance, Ultratech Cement,
Adani Ports, Bajaj Finserv,
Mahindra and Mahindra,
Hindustan Unilever, Trent,
Asian Paint, Tata Steel, Tata
Motors, Axis Bank and Bhar-
ti Airtel were among the top
gainers from the Sensex
basket., while ITC, Eternal,
Tech Mahindra, L&amp;T,
NTPC, and Infosys were the
top losers. Nifty Auto led the
sectoral rally, surging 1,008
points or 4.18 per cent as the
majority of sectoral indices
settled the session with a de-
cent gain. Nifty Bank surged
393 points or 0.71 per cent,
Nifty Fin Services rose 275
points or 1.05 per cent, and
Nifty FMCG ended the ses-
sion 647 points or 1.19 per
cent high. Nifty IT settled in

GST reforms booster: Sensex surges
676 points, Nifty gains 245 points

negative territory. Broader
indices followed suit as well.
Nifty Next 50 rallied 888
points or 1.34 per cent, Nifty
100 soared 266 points or 1.05
per cent, Nifty Midcap 100
jumped 608 points or 1.08
per cent, and Nifty Small
Cap 100 closed 242 points or
1.38 per cent higher.

Meanwhile, rupee gained
0.24 paise to close at 87.31.
The GST reform move
comes as policymakers look
to cushion the economy
amid lingering pressure on
exports from US tariff is-
sues. Rupee range can be
seen between 87.00- 87.75,"
said Jateen Trivedi of LKP
Securities. Market partici-
pants said sustained foreign
institutional investor (FII)
inflows and renewed buying
in domestic consumption-
oriented sectors also sup-
ported the rally. Analysts
believe that expectations
of lower tax rates under the
proposed GST rationalisa-
tion could improve consum-
er spending .

New Delhi, Aug 3 (GNS):The
UPI transactions have ex-
panded significantly and
the average daily value has
increased from Rs 75,743
crore in January to Rs 90,446
crore in August, with SBI as
the top remitter member
with 5.2 billion transactions,
areport showed. Maharash-
tra emerges as the consistent
leader in digital payments
with 9.8 per cent share in
July alone, followed by Kar-
nataka (5.5 per cent) and
Uttar Pradesh (5.3 per cent),
according to SBI Research.
“The share of peer-to-
merchant (P2M) transac-
tions in total value trans-
actions has increased from
mere 13 per cent in Jun
2020 to 29 per cent in July
2025. During the same pe-
riod, the share in volume
has increased to 64 per cent
from 39 per cent, indicat-
ing robust growth in digital
payments and financial in-
clusion,” said the report.
Digital payments, led by
UPI, have been increas-

ing rapidly, which is much
higher than the cash in cir-
culation (CIC) number.

The monthly average UPI
transactions is Rs 24,554
billion, while CIC monthly
average growth is Rs 193 bil-
lion during April-July 2025.

In the retail demand for
money (UPI+ATM with-
drawal using debit cards),
the share of UPI in value
has increased from merely
40 per cent in Nov 2019 to
62 per cent in January 2021
to a whopping 91 per cent
in May 2025. This is clear
indication that people are
replacing cash with UPIL.

There are almost 300
major merchant category
codes and NPCI has started
with only 29 major MCCs.

“While NPCI has done a
commendable job we be-
lieve that data for at least
100 major MCCs should be
given by NPCL,” the report
noted. The top 15-merchant
categories accounts 70 per
cent in terms of volume and
47 per centin terms of value

Average daily UPI transactions reach Rs 90,446 cr
by value in August, SBI top remitter

in July 2025. The groceries
account for 24.3 per cent of
the transactions and 8.8 per
cent in value and debt col-
lection agencies category
accounts for 12.8 per cent.

share in terms of value
but only 1.3 per cent share
in volume. “The debt col-
lection agencies category
transaction value has in-
creased to Rs 93,857 crore
in July 2025 from Rs 80,789
in April 2025, while the
ticket size has declined to
Rs 5,817 from Rs 5,952,” the
report mentioned.

The report also high-
lighted that India's digital
payments ecosystem con-
tinues to strengthen with
rising merchant accep-
tance, improved banking
infrastructure and growing
smartphone penetration.
The increasing prefer-
ence for UPI across urban
and rural markets reflects
greater convenience, fast-
er settlements and wider
adoption of cashless trans-
actions.




ENGLISH DAILY

FALAKNUMA HYDERABAD, TELANGANA

) NEWS )}

Manuguru PKOC-II block allotment a historic
victory for Singareni: Bhatti Vikramarka

Hyderabad, Aug 3 (GNS)
Telangana Deputy Chief
Minister and Energy Minis-
ter Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
on Monday described Sin-
gareni's successful acquisi-
tion of the Manuguru PKOC-
II Dip Side coal block in the
union Coal Ministry's online
auction as a historic victory,
saying it would strengthen
the company's future and
Telangana's energy security.

In a statement, he said the
allotment was the result of
the state government's sus-

tained efforts over the past
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Bhatti noted that after

30 months to secure new operationalising the Naini

coal blocks for Singareni.

coal block in Odisha and re-

viving the Tadicherla-II coal
block, the acquisition of the
Manuguru block marked
another major achievement
for the public sector mining
company. The Deputy Chief
Minister said the PKOC-II
Dip Side block, with an es-
timated 120 million tonnes
of G-8 grade coal reserves,
is expected to produce 6
million tonnes annually
for 20 years, provide long-
term employment security
to about 2,000 workers, and
significantly strengthen

Telangana's energy needs.
Alleging that previous gov-
ernments had failed to
protect Singareni's inter-
ests, Bhatti said the present
government was commit-
ted to securing additional
coal reserves, strengthen-
ing the company and en-
suring job security. He also
expressed confidence that
efforts would continue to
bring back other coal blocks
to Singareni and expand its
operations into other states
and critical minerals.

Bankipur Verdict Rejects BJP
Arrogance: TPCC Chief

Hyderabad, Aug 3 (GNS)
Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC)
President Mahesh Kumar
Goud on Monday said the
outcome of the Bankipur
Assembly by-election in Bi-
har was a significant politi-
cal message against the BJP
and reflected the people's
rejection of what he termed
the party's "arrogance of
power.” In a statement,
Goud said the verdict was
not confined to a single
constituency but marked
a turning point in national

politics.
He claimed that the
electorate had rebuked

the BJP's governance over
issues such as unemploy-
ment, rising prices, farm-
ers' distress and divisive
politics. Describing Banki-
pur as a BJP stronghold for
nearly three decades and

the seat vacated by BJP
leader Nitin Nabin after his
election to the Rajya Sabha,
Goud said the loss was a
major setback for the BJP
leadership.

He alleged that the result
demonstrated that public
trust could only be earned
through good governance
and not by political cam-
paigns alone.

Claiming that people
across the country were
looking for an alternative
political path, Goud said
the Congress was commit-
ted to addressing public
issues, ensuring social jus-
tice, protecting constitu-
tional values and promot-
ing inclusive development.

He congratulated the
people of Bankipur, saying
that in a democracy, the
ultimate victory always be-
longs to the people.

TGSPDCL CMD Orders Quick
Resolution of Solar Sector Issues

Hyderabad, Aug 3 (GNS)
TGSPDCL Chairman and
Managing Director Jitesh
V Patil, on Monday, di-
rected district-level of-
ficials to immediately re-
solve operational issues
affecting the solar sector,
stating that direct engage-
ment with developers and
farmers helps utilities
understand ground reali-
ties, streamline approval
mechanisms, improve grid
integration and enhance
service delivery.

He also instructed of-
ficials to begin imple-
menting solutions on the
same day and advised the
Federation of Telangana
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FTCCI) to
submit a consolidated rep-
resentation on policy and
regulatory issues requiring
higher-level intervention.

The directions were is-
sued during a high-level
virtual consultation fa-
cilitated by FTCCI, which
brought together 95 stake-

holders, including senior
TGSPDCL officials, dis-
trict-level Superintending
Engineers, representatives
of the Telangana Solar
Open Access Developers
Association, Telangana
Solar Energy Association
(TSEA), solar EPC compa-
nies, PM-KUSUM farmers
and FTCCI members.

The meeting focused
on addressing bottlenecks
in rooftop solar projects,
open-access projects, ag-
ricultural solarisation and
grid connectivity.

Several immediate de-
cisions were taken to
improve project execu-
tion, reduce delays and
strengthen  coordination
between the utility and the
renewable energy sector.

Appreciating the proac-
tive response of TGSPDCL,
FTCCI thanked the CMD,
senior officials and field
engineers for their respon-
siveness and commitment
to resolving issues faced by
the solar industry.
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CS reviews preparations for Telangana's
Independence Day celebrations

Hyderabad, Aug 3 (GNS)
Telangana Chief Secretary
Sanjay Jaju on Monday re-
viewed arrangements for the

State-level  Independence
Day celebrations to be held
at the historic Rani Mahal
Lawns in Golconda Fort on
August 15 and directed offi-
cials to ensure seamless co-
ordination for the event.

Chairing a high-level re-
view meeting at the Secre-
tariat, the Chief Secretary
said the Independence Day
celebrations are among the
state's most important of-
ficial events and should be
organised with meticulous
planning and dignity.

He said Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy would begin
the day's programme by pay-
ing floral tributes to martyrs
at the Veerula Sainik Smarak
at Parade Grounds, Secun-
derabad, before proceeding
to Golconda Fort to unfurl
the National Flag, inspect the
ceremonial parade and ad-
dress the gathering.

Jaju directed all depart-
ments concerned to make

comprehensive arrange-
ments for security, traffic
management, venue pre-
paredness, public conve-
nience and emergency re-
sponse to ensure the smooth
conduct of the celebrations.

The Roads and Buildings
Department was instructed
to complete infrastructure
works, including the stage,
seating arrangements, bar-
ricading, approach roads
and other civil works well in
advance. The Police Depart-
ment was asked to make
elaborate security and traf-
fic arrangements to facilitate
smooth movement of digni-
taries and participants, while
the Greater Hyderabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation (GHMC)
was directed to undertake
sanitation, landscaping and
beautification works at and
around the venue.

The Health Department
was instructed to deploy
medical teams, ambulances
and first-aid facilities, while
the Fire Services Depart-
ment was asked to position
fire tenders and emergency

response teams as a precau-
tionary measure.The Energy
Department was directed to
ensure uninterrupted power
supply with adequate back-
up arrangements throughout
the programme.
Emphasising inter-depart-
mental coordination, the
Chief Secretary instructed
all departments to complete
the assigned works ahead of
schedule to ensure the cel-
ebrations are conducted in a
grand and befitting manner.
The meeting was attended
by Special Chief Secretaries
Vikas Raj, Navin Mittal and
Vani Prasad, GAD (Political)
Principal Secretary Ahmed
Nadeem, Home Principal
Secretary Shikha Goel, DGP
(Law and Order) Mahesh
Bhagwat, Hyderabad Police
Commissioner C.V. Anand,
Fire Services Director Gen-
eral Vikram Singh Mann,
GHMC Commissioner R.V.
Karnan, Special Commis-
sioner, Information and Pub-
lic Relations, Mukunda Red-
dy, and senior officials from
various departments.

[CAR-NAARM hosts national consultation on

Hyderabad, Aug 3 (GNS) The
National Flagship Consulta-
tion on the Blue Economy
Policy Framework for Mari-
culture was inaugurated at
ICAR-National Academy of
Agricultural Research Man-
agement (NAARM), Hyder-
abad, on Monday, mark-
ing the launch of the ANRF
Prime Minister's Early Ca-
reer Research Grant (PM-
ECRGQG) project to develop an
Al-enabled framework for
mariculture sector develop-
ment. Speaking as the chief
guest, Prof (Dr) A Biju Ku-
mar, Vice-Chancellor of the
Kerala University of Fisheries
and Ocean Studies (KUFOS),
highlighted the importance
of fisheries, aquaculture and
mariculture in strengthen-

ing India's Blue Economy
through economic growth,
coastal livelihoods, exports
and food security.

Dr Bijay Kumar Behera,
Chief Executive of the Na-
tional  Fisheries Devel-
opment Board (NFDB),
stressed the need for an
Al-enabled geospatial and
techno-economic intelli-
gence framework to improve
mariculture  productivity
and support informed deci-
sion-making.

ICAR-NAARM Director Dr
R M Sundaram said India,
the world's second-largest
fish producer with nearly 198
lakh tonnes of annual pro-
duction and marine exports
worth Rs 73,890.46 crore in
2025, needs sustainable and

science-driven growth to
match global leaders. Prof
Gnana Prakash, Vice-Chan-
cellor of PV Narasimha Rao
Veterinary University, called
for stronger collaboration
among fisheries universities
and research institutions.
Dr Suresh Kumar Mojjada,
Principal Investigator of the
project, said the initiative
aligns with the Viksit Bharat
2047 vision by promot-
ing sustainable economic
growth, employment, cli-
mate resilience and coastal
prosperity. During the event,
ICAR-NAARM and KUFOS
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
strengthen knowledge shar-
ing and skill development in
fisheries education.
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Uttam Sets 6-Month Deadline
for Irrigation Clearances

Hyderabad, Aug 3 (GNS)
Telangana Irrigation and
Civil Supplies Minister N
Uttam Kumar Reddy on
Monday directed officials
to adopt a time-bound
strategy to secure envi-
ronmental clearances for
the Palamuru-Rangareddy
Lift Irrigation Scheme, Si-
tarama Sagar, Dindi and
Gouravelli projects, fol-
lowing the recent Su-
preme Court judgment on
environmental-clearance
procedures. At a high-
level review meeting held
at the Secretariat and at-
tended by Ministers Pon-
guleti Srinivas Reddy, Pon-
nam Prabhakar, and MP
Balaram Naik, the Minister
directed officials to com-
plete all documentation
and application processes
within stipulated timelines
and strive to secure proj-

-

ect-specific environmen-
tal clearances within six
months, wherever feasible.

He also ordered the
strengthening of the de-
partment's Inter-State
Wing to effectively pursue
pending cases before the
union Government, the Na-
tional Green Tribunal and
the Supreme Court.

Uttam Kumar directed
engineers to keep the
Gouravelli pump house
ready for operation by
completing  inspections

and repairs, while ensuring
the Sitarama Sagar project
was prepared for immedi-
ate resumption once ap-
provals were obtained.

He also ordered dedi-
cated teams to expedite
clearances for the Palamu-
ru-Rangareddy and Dindi
projects. The meeting also
reviewed the Polavaram
backwater impact on
Telangana, with the Min-
ister directing officials to
conduct scientific assess-
ments of potential submer-
gence and prepare detailed
claims for compensation to
be pursued with the Centre
and the Polavaram Project
Authority. He stressed that
all legal and environmen-
tal documentation should
be completed promptly to
safeguard Telangana's in-
terests, according to an of-
ficial statement.

KIMS Hospitals holds organ donation awareness
programme, urges public to pledge to save lives

Hyderabad, Aug 3 (GNS)
Emphasising that organ do-
nation can give a new lease
of life to several people even
after death, experts called
for greater public awareness
to dispel misconceptions
surrounding organ donation
during a special programme
organised at KIMS Hospi-
tals, Secunderabad, as part
of the national "Angdaan
Jeevan Sanjeevani Abhiyan."
The event, organised
jointly by KIMS Group of
Hospitals, the National Ser-
vice Scheme (NSS), KIMS
Educational Society and
KIMS College of Nursing,
was held on the theme "Or-
gan Donation - Gift Life,
Leave a Legacy on Monday.
Doctors, nursing students
and faculty members par-
ticipated in large numbers.
Addressing the gathering,
Dr B Bhaskar Rao, Chairman

and Managing Director,
KIMS Group of Hospitals,
described organ donation
as one of the noblest hu-
manitarian acts and urged
families to discuss the sub-
ject openly. Dr S Manimala
Rao, Director of Medical
Education (Academics), said
donating organs after death
could offer hope to many
families. Dr Sandeep Gan-
gaya Attawar, Programme
Director and Chair, Thoracic
Organ Transplantation and
Assist Devices, explained
that organs such as the
heart, lungs, liver and kid-
neys can be retrieved after
brain death, noting that one
organ donor can save up to
eight lives and benefit over
50 people through tissue do-
nation.

Kidney transplant special-
ists Dr Saharia and Dr Uma
Maheswara Rao stressed the

need for greater awareness
about organ transplanta-
tion, while Dr. Saurabh Lall,
Chief Operating Officer of
KIMS Hospitals, Secunder-
abad, encouraged nursing
students to become ambas-
sadors for organ donation.

Families of organ donors
were felicitated during the
programme in the presence
of K. Manga Devi, President
of the Organ Donation and
Cadaver Transplant Service.

Students also took an or-
gan donation pledge, and
experts explained donor
registration procedures and
the medical process fol-
lowed after brain death. The
programme concluded with
a renewed call to promote
organ donation, with organ-
isers reiterating that "Organ
donation is the greatest do-
nation; a single decision can
save many lives."

Hyderabad to host second BRICS Anti-Corruption
Working Group meeting on August 4-5

Hyderabad, Aug 3 (GNS)
India will host the Second
BRICS Anti-Corruption
Working Group (ACWQG)
Meeting and the Second
BRICS Expert Network on
Asset Recovery Meeting
in Hyderabad on August
4 and 5 under its BRICS
Presidency 2026. The event
is being organised by the
Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT), Gov-
ernment of India, in line
with the Presidency theme,
"Building for Resilience, In-
novation, Cooperation and
Sustainability."

The meeting will be inau-
gurated by DoPT Secretary
Rachna Shah and will bring
together delegates from
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BRICS member countries,
including senior policy-
makers,  anti-corruption
experts, practitioners and
representatives of law en-
forcement agencies.

The Hyderabad meet-
ing follows the first virtual
ACWG meeting held in June
this year and will focus on
strengthening interna-
tional cooperation in asset
recovery, combating cross-
border corruption, and en-
hancing transparency and
accountability in gover-
nance. Key discussions will
include strengthening in-
formal cooperation to trace
fugitive offenders and sup-
port extradition proceed-
ings, enhancing informa-

tion-sharing through the
BRICS Expert Network on
Asset Recovery, and sharing
best practices to address
corruption risks linked to
FinTech, digital assets and
emerging digital financial
instruments.

A special side event,
"Ethical Governance
through Innovation and
Tech-Driven Systems,"
will be held on August 5,
where BRICS members
will exchange experiences
on technology-enabled
governance, digital public
procurement, citizen en-
gagement,  transparency
and innovative measures to
strengthen integrity in pub-
lic administration.
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