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India, Southern African customs union sign 
terms of reference towards trade pact

India Navy Chief meets Mauritius PM, 
reviews maritime security cooperation

Manipur CM gives 15-day deadline 
to surrender illegal arms

Digital DBT food subsidy scheme 
to launch in Chandigarh, DNH

Parliament panel fi nds Justice Varma 
guilty in cash-at-home case

Amid uproar, FCRA Bill referred to JPC

CM Revanth Reddy directs officials to 
maximise utilisation of Godavari waters

Amit Shah says ready for discussion 
on all issues related to NEET

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS):   
The government on 
Wednesday said that India 
and the Southern African 
Customs Union (SACU) 
have signed the Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for ne-
gotiations towards a Pref-
erential Trade Agreement 
(PTA) between India and 
SACU, marking an impor-
tant step towards strength-
ening trade and economic 
engagement. The nego-
tiations seek to provide 
preferential market access 
to an already established 
commercial relationship, 
with significant comple-
mentarities in engineer-
ing goods and machinery, 
automobiles, pharmaceu-
ticals, textiles, agriculture 
and agri-processing.

Calling for a balanced, 
fair and equitable trade 

agreement between India 
and the SACU, Commerce 
and Industry Minister 
Piyush Goyal emphasised 
the partnership can help 
diversify markets and cre-
ate opportunities for both 
sides to prosper.

Goyal said India can play 
an important role in sup-
plying affordable medi-
cines and supporting the 
development of new talent 
in the IT sector in the SACU 

region. India can also help 
integrate SACU countries 
into global supply chains 
in areas where their busi-
nesses are competitive 
and where skills and talent 
can be developed or are al-
ready available.

According to Goyal, In-
dia’s engagement with 
Southern Africa is rooted 
in a longstanding partner-
ship of equals and extends 
well beyond trade.

Port Louis, Aug 12 (UNI): 
Indian Navy Chief Admiral 
Krishna Swaminathan on 
Wednesday called on Mau-
ritius Prime Minister Navin-
chandra Ramgoolam, hold-
ing discussions on ways to 
deepen maritime security 
cooperation between the 
two friendly countries. Ac-
cording to the Indian Navy, 
India’s High Commissioner 
to Mauritius, Anurag Sriv-
astava, was also present 
during the meeting.

“Discussions during 
the meeting were centred 
on strengthening mari-
time security cooperation, 
training exchanges, infor-
mation exchange mecha-
nisms, capacity building 
efforts and operational 
linkages between the Indi-
an Navy and the Mauritius 
National Coast Guard,” the 

Indian Navy posted on X.
Admiral Swaminathan 

assured PM Ramgoolam 
of full support, assistance, 
cooperation and collabo-
ration of the Indian Navy 
in the capability enhance-
ment and capacity build-
ing endeavours of the 
Mauritius Police Force and 
National Coast Guard.

On Tuesday, the Indian 
Navy Chief held a series of 

talks with senior officials 
of the Mauritian govern-
ment, exploring new ave-
nues for collaboration be-
tween the two countries.

The officials included 
Rampersad Sooroojebally, 
Commissioner of Police, 
Mauritius Police Force and 
Kan Oye Fong Weng-Poo-
run, Secretary for Home 
and Defence Affairs, Gov-
ernment of Mauritius.

Imphal, Aug 12 (UNI):  Ma-
nipur Chief Minister Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh on 
Wednesday appealed to peo-
ple possessing illegal weap-
ons in both the hill and valley 
regions to surrender them 
within 15 days or face action 
as per the law. Addressing a 
function organised for the 
display of recovered arms, 
ammunition and explosives 
at the 1st Battalion Mani-
pur Rifles Parade Ground in 
Imphal, the Chief Minister 
urged those in possession 
of illegal arms to hand them 
over through their respective 
MLAs or the District Super-
intendent of Police.

The display of the recov-
ered arms, ammunition 
and explosives was organ-
ised as part of the govern-
ment’s initiatives aimed 
at restoring normalcy and 

strengthening peace and 
security in the state.

Khemchand Singh said 
that those who fail to sur-
render illegal weapons 
within the stipulated 15-
day period would face ac-
tion in accordance with the 
law. The Chief Minister said 
the state’s development 
had been adversely affected 
since ethnic violence broke 
out in Manipur on May 3, 
2023. He appealed to all 
sections of society to coop-
erate with the government 
and security agencies in re-
storing peace and ensuring 
normalcy in the state.

The Chief Minister said 
that after the inception of 
the new govt on February 
4, 2026, peace outreach 
initiatives were undertaken 
in various districts to bring 
lasting peace in the State. 

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS):   
The Centre will launch the 
Central Bank Digital Cur-
rency (CBDC)-based Di-
rect Benefit Transfer (DBT) 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 
(PMGKAY) in the Union 
Territories of Chandigarh 
and Dadra & Nagar Haveli 
on August 14, a day ahead 
of Independence Day, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment issued on Wednesday.

Under the CBDC-based 
DBT model, eligible PMG-
KAY beneficiaries will re-
ceive their food subsidy 
directly into their CBDC 
wallets instead of con-
ventional bank account 
transfers. The subsidy can 
then be used to purchase 
foodgrains from empan-
elled merchants through 

a secure, traceable and 
real-time digital payment 
mechanism, the statement 
said. Union Consumer Af-
fairs, Food, and Public Dis-
tribution Minister Pralhad 
Joshi, Punjab Governor and 
Chandigarh Administrator 
Gulab Chand Kataria, and 
Union Agriculture Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
will be present at the event 
along with senior officials.

Chandigarh and Dadra 
& Nagar Haveli are set to 
become the first Union 
Territories in the country 
to operationalise food sub-
sidy transfers to all eligible 
PMGKAY beneficiaries in 
the form of programmable 
Central Bank Digital Cur-
rency (CBDC – Digital Ru-
pee) tokens directly into 
their CBDC wallets.

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS):  
Justice Yashwant Varma, 
facing removal proceed-
ings over the alleged dis-
covery of unaccounted 
cash at his official resi-
dence, has been found 
guilty on all three articles 
of charge by the three-
member Lok Sabha inquiry 
committee.

The committee, in its re-
port tabled in both Houses 
of Parliament on Wednes-
day, concluded that “Article 
I is proved”, “Article II is 
proved” and “Article III is 
proved”, leaving little ambi-
guity in its findings on the 
controversy that erupted 
after burnt currency was al-
legedly found at the judge’s 
residence last year. On the 
first charge, the panel said 
“substantial unexplained 

Rs 500 denomination cur-
rency notes” were found 
in the storeroom situated 
within Justice Varma’s offi-
cial residential premises at 
30, Tughlak Crescent, New 
Delhi. The judge, it said, 
“failed to furnish a satisfac-
tory explanation regard-
ing the presence, source 
or ownership thereof”. 
The panel also held Justice 
Varma responsible for the 
failure to preserve material 

evidence. Finding Article II 
proved, it said the eviden-
tiary condition of the store-
room had been disturbed 
before lawful sealing and 
inspection, while the later 
non-availability of the cur-
rency notes remained un-
explained.

Significantly, the com-
mittee clarified that its 
finding did not rest on 
proof that Justice Varma 
personally removed the 
cash. Instead, it said the 
finding was based on his 
“failure to preserve, ac-
quiescence in disturbance 
through the establishment 
attached to the premises, 
and resulting loss of ma-
terial evidence”. The com-
mittee was equally scath-
ing about the explanation 
furnished by the judge.

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS):  :   The govern-
ment on Wednesday referred the contro-
versial Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Amendment Bill, 2026, to a joint parlia-
mentary committee for wider consulta-
tion. The committee will have to submit 
its report to Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
by the last day of the first week of the win-
ter session. The committee will have 31 
members — 21 MPs from the Lok Sabha 
and 10 from the Rajya Sabha. Birla will 
nominate 21 members from the Lok Sab-
ha while Upper House chairperson CP 
Radhakrishnan will nominate 10 mem-
bers from the Rajya Sabha.

Minister of State for Home Affairs Ni-
tyanand Rai moved the motion in the 
Lower House to send the Bill to a joint 
parliamentary committee amid a din in 
the House, as Opposition members con-
tinued their protest seeking the Home 
Minister’s statement on the police action 
against students last month during their 
stir against the NEET paper leak. The gov-
ernment’s move came amid widespread 
opposition to the Bill by various Christian 
organisations and the chief ministers of 

Mizoram, Meghalaya and Nagaland, who 
have expressed concern regarding some 
of its provisions. Several parties, includ-
ing the Congress, Trinamool Congress 
and the DMK, have also been oppos-
ing any move to pilot the draft law. The 
main area of contention is the creation 
of a competent authority, which will be 
empowered to take over assets of NGOs 
whose licences have either expired or 
have been cancelled.

Introduced in the Lok Sabha on March 
25 this year, the Bill provides for greater 
government scrutiny of NGOs and for-
eign funding, and explicitly bars the use 
of such finances for religious conversions. 

Hyderabad, Aug 12 (GNS): 
Telangana Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy on Wednes-
day directed officials to 
maximise the utilisation of 
Godavari waters by carrying 
out water lifting operations 
to the fullest extent from 
the Yellampalli, Devadula 
and Sitarama projects. Re-
vanth Reddy, accompanied 
by Irrigation Minister Uttam 
Kumar Reddy, reviewed the 
functioning of the Irrigation 
Department at MCRHRD 
here. He directed officials to 
strictly follow the National 
Dam Safety Authority (NDSA) 
guidelines, noting that water 
was not being stored in the 
Sundilla, Annaram and Me-
digadda barrages as per the 
recommendations, an offi-
cial statement said.

Uttam Kumar said signifi-
cant defects had been iden-
tified in the Medigadda and 
Sundilla barrages. The Chief 

Minister suggested consult-
ing the NDSA on the issue.

The Minister said water 
lifting was currently being 
carried out with nine pumps 
at the Devadula project, 
which was unprecedented 
in the past. Revanth Reddy 
directed officials to resolve 
minor issues affecting lifting 
operations at the Devadula 
and Sitarama projects on 
priority. The Chief Minister 

also ordered an action plan 
to clear pending compensa-
tion for villages and agricul-
tural lands affected by irriga-
tion projects. Irrigation and 
Revenue officials were di-
rected to conduct field visits 
and submit factual reports 
on villages vulnerable to 
inundation, compensation 
and rehabilitation issues.

He said immediate com-
pensation should be paid 

to villages facing an immi-
nent impact, which would 
help pave the way for filling 
the Baswapur and Gaurav-
elli projects. Revanth Reddy 
further ordered a compre-
hensive study on enhanc-
ing the capacity of the Gattu 
and Gudendoddi lift irriga-
tion schemes and directed 
officials to appoint a con-
sultant for the Gudendoddi 
pumped-storage project.

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS)
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Wednesday dared 
the opposition to submit a 
formal letter to the Lok Sabha 
speaker for a debate on stu-
dents' protests and all related 
issues, and said he will at-
tend the entire proceedings 
to address all questions if the 
discussion begins today, Au-
gust 12. Speaking to report-
ers in the Parliament House 
complex, he said it was now 
up to the opposition whether 
they want to take part in the 
debate or to create turmoil 
in Parliament. "Even today, I 
say that they should submit a 
letter to the Speaker by 2 pm. 
We are ready for all kinds of 
discussions from 3 pm today 
until 3 pm tomorrow," Shah 
said, asserting that the gov-
ernment has nothing to hide.

The home minister's re-
marks came just a day before 
the Monsoon Session comes 

to an end after prolonged dis-
ruptions of the proceedings 
in both Houses of Parliament. 
The protests and sloganeer-
ing by the opposition initially 
started over the NEET paper 
leak and alleged embezzle-
ment of donations at the Ram 
temple in Ayodhya. The oppo-
sition later pressed for a dis-
cussion on the police action 
against students protesting 
over the NEET paper leak and 
also demanded the presence 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the home minister, 
and their statements.

Asked about the opposi-
tion charges that he was 
running away from the de-
bate, the home minister took 
strong exception to the claim 
and said words like "miss-
ing" and "fugitives" are terms 
that have only recently begun 
to be heard in India's public 
and parliamentary discourse.

He said ever since the Par-
liament session began on 
July 20, he has been coming 
regularly and sitting in his 
chamber in the Parliament 
House, but the opposition is 
not allowing the either House 
to function. "So, what is the 
point of anyone going inside 
when the proceedings are 
not being allowed to run? As 
far as the issue of discussion 
is concerned, Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju 
has made it very clear that 
the government is ready for 
a discussion on all aspects 
of the students' protests re-

lated to the NEET issue," he 
told reporters outside Par-
liament's main entrance 
'Makar Dwar'. On Monday, 
Rijiju announced that the 
government is ready for a 
full-fledged discussion in Lok 
Sabha on students' protests 
and police action across the 
country, and that Shah will 
give a reply to the debate, 
provided the opposition 
promises not to disrupt and 
listens peacefully.

Pointing to the opposi-
tion's initial demand that 
time be allotted for a discus-
sion, Shah said he had made 
it clear that he was ready to 
answer all questions in Par-
liament. "But they simply 
do not want the discussion 
to take place. Now, let the 
people decide who is actually 
running away," he said, add-
ing that he is also ready to 
discuss why the opposition 
"does not" want a discussion.



2
 

NATION
THURSDAY 13 AUGUST 2026

ENGLISH DAILY 
HYDERABAD, TELANGANAH

Linguistics as a subject has grown of late in our country. Communication is the foun-
dation for a person’s success. Language is considered as the means of communi-
cation. Language originated from attempts to imitate natural sounds. It has been 

considered that to be a great language, it needs to be informative, expressive, directive, 
aesthetic and phatic. There are many components of a language. They are phonemes, 
morphemes, lexemes, syntax and content. Based on this, linguistics has five components 
viz., phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics. If we take that into con-
sideration, linguistics is the scientific study of language. Panini, a great sage who lived in 
6th Century BC is the father of Sanskrit grammar, when he wrote a treatise named Ashtad-
hyayi. After that the Greek took over the linguistics area. Many Universities in India had 
started the trend of having Departments in Linguistics. Earlier, those with English and Re-
gional and National Language were considered for the positions in Linguistics. However, 
now we have many who have completed Ph.D. in Linguistics from major Universities. This 
would ensure that there is steady flow of teachers into the system.

University of Pennsylvania records that religious concerns underlay the study and 
preservation of texts, and with the spread of Buddhism to China and Japan, the con-
cern for careful study of language spread to East Asia as well. Thus, Linguistics was 
originally a concern about preserving the purity of texts, especially the Vedic Hymns, 
so that they would be effective when invoked. This concern with being careful about 
language, has been perpetuated as a strong cultural value in South Asia, and by the 
spread of Buddhism, to Asia in general. This corroborates the narrative that linguistics 
is basically from the Indian sub-continent. Tholkappium by Tholkappiar in Tamilnadu 
also dates to 1500 CE. Linguistics therefore roughly follows the course of human cul-
tural evolution, the emigration of communities and growth of interest. The study of 
linguistics and its history of growth and development has had to describe in depth to 
uncover historical facts through phonology and phonetics.

The oldest Department of Linguistics in India that offers a postgraduate program 
is the Department of Linguistics at the University of Mumbai and it’s known for its 
research-oriented programs and intensive training in the field. Many of the Northern 
And Southern Universities started the Departments. For Cluster University of Jammu, 
since its inception, Department of Linguistics and Literature was started and now this 
year onwards, the Department is offering the Integrated Programme in Linguistics. 
The response for the program is excellent. Earlier, the students used to travel to Punjab 
and Himachal for the program and now it’s available in Jammu itself.

Linguistics as a Department cannot function alone. There is a need to embrace tech-
nology since Language laboratories play a vital role in shaping the subject consider-
ing phonology and phonetics. Linguistics has the roots in the area of Anthropology. It 
deals with the place of language in its wider social and cultural context, and its role 
in making and controlling cultural practices and societal structures. Similarly, Socio-
linguistics studies the social functions of language and the social, political, and eco-
nomic relationships among and between members of speech communities. There can 
be more specialised fields which the students can opt including ethnolinguistics. Say 
in Jammu region of the Jammu and Kashmir, there is a need to assess the socio and 
ethnic aspects of linguistics of the Dogra community. Research in this field can throw 
light on their contributions and the societal development. The emergence of Dogri 
language and the script can be considered to be an area of research.

While studying the languages like Sanskrit and the older languages can help in their 
development and this study can offer Certificate Programs in Philology. These stud-
ies can throw light on the contributions and other development in various languages 
and also why some of the languages have since lost its relevance. Akhand Bharat had 
its own languages after every 50 km radius and many of the languages have been cut 
short either by the Mughal invasion or by the British rule. It is hence essential that the 
linguistic researchers need to unearth these aspects and bring it back to the records 
and set the system right.

Technology has a great impact on linguistics with the new developments in text to 
speech, speech to text and grammatical corrections through Grammarly. There is a 
growing trend for connecting the Digital to the Linguistics which is reflected in new 
programs to be offered like Digital Linguistics, Digital Phonetics etc., The impact of 
Internet is profound in Linguistics is such that the way the subject is being taught 
will undergo changes. Translational studies, Computational linguistics will be much 
sought after in near future. Already Cluster University of Jammu is involved in DLT 
programs and in addition the students are visiting local communities by our faculty.

They are getting the data needed for fostering the linguistic similarities and dissimi-
larities. However, I think the Universities across the countries have to brace for in-
corporating some of the areas like Artificial Intelligence in Language Analysis, Digital 
Pedagogy in Language Teaching, Cognitive Studies, Artificial intelligence Driven Liter-
ary Analysis, Neuroaesthetics along with Multilingualism. It is high time that Engi-
neering discipline is also routed along this direction and linguistics through Artificial 
intelligence, Machine learning, Language processing etc. Translational Engineering 
has direct impact on the linguistic aspects and can be utilised. Now that auto correct, 
spell check, i-thenticate, Paper and others are there, languages are undergoing lot of 
changes. Oral communication has also undergone changes including the advent of 
Chat GPT, Perplexity etc. These have changed the way a person communicates. Hence 
there is opportunity in these areas for research and higher studies.Linguistic technol-
ogy gets cross sectional and multi-disciplinary studies from linguistics, computer sci-
ence, mathematics, and statistics. Natural Language Processing deals with the inter 
linkage of linguistics and computer science. It is considered as a subfield of Artificial 
Intelligence and Big Data processing on how to teach language to computers. All Uni-
versities need to rethink on the present status of the Linguistic Departments and align 
the same with multi-disciplinary subjects embracing technology so that the future is 
bright for the students opting for this unique and novel program.

The future of linguistics also lies in preserving linguistic diversity while adapting 
to rapidly changing patterns of communication. India, with its vast number of lan-
guages, dialects and scripts, offers an enormous field for documentation and research. 
Universities can establish digital archives of endangered languages, oral traditions, 
folk literature and indigenous knowledge systems. Such initiatives can help preserve 
cultural heritage while providing valuable linguistic resources for future generations.

Another important area is language education and policy. Linguistic research can 
contribute significantly to developing effective multilingual education models, par-
ticularly in a country like India where students often navigate several languages in 
their daily lives. Research on mother-tongue education, language acquisition, transla-
tion and language assessment can support better teaching practices and help bridge 
educational inequalities. There is also considerable scope for collaboration between 
linguists and professionals from psychology, neuroscience, education, computer sci-
ence and artificial intelligence. Areas such as cognitive linguistics, neurolinguistics, 
speech recognition, machine translation and language-based AI systems require ex-
pertise from multiple disciplines. Such collaboration can create innovative research 
opportunities and also prepare students for emerging careers in technology, educa-
tion, translation, publishing and communication. Therefore, the discipline of linguis-
tics needs to move beyond its traditional boundaries and embrace the opportunities 
created by technology and interdisciplinary research. Universities should strengthen 
laboratories, digital resources, field-based research and industry collaborations while 
encouraging students to explore both classical and emerging areas. 

Multi-Disciplinary Linguistics 
Programs- Future Ahead

Gen MM Naravane (Retd)

The global order is 
once again in a state 
of flux, overtaken by 

multiple crises that have 
shattered old convictions 
and exposed new vulnera-
bilities. In this altered land-
scape, India must urgently 
recalibrate its national se-
curity policy and defence 
architecture to meet the 
demands of a more volatile, 
multipolar world.The wars 
in Gaza and Ukraine rage on 
with no clear end in sight, 
each serving as a proxy bat-
tlefield for deeper geopo-
litical rivalries, with the last 
round of Putin-Trump talks 
on Ukraine, held at Anchor-
age, Alaska, not making any 
significant breakthrough. 
Meanwhile, the US, the self-
appointed global police-
man, has turned inward and 
belligerent, unleashing a 
tariff war that has upended 
global trading norms and 
strained relations with erst-
while allies. India, caught 
squarely in the crosshairs of 
these upheavals, finds itself 
in a precarious position. Its 
principal adversary, China, 
has deepened its strategic 
partnership with Pakistan. 
The US, under the Trump 
administration, has grown 
openly hostile, with Paki-
stan Army Chief Asim Munir 
even issuing nuclear threats 
from American soil.

Compounding these chal-
lenges is the deterioration 
in US-India relations. Presi-
dent Trump’s tariff blitzkrieg 
of imposing duties of up to 
50 per cent on Indian goods, 
has been vaguely justified 

on the grounds of India’s 
continued trade with Rus-
sia, particularly in oil and 
defence. However, there is a 
softening of the US stance 
on secondary sanctions re-
lated to oil imports after the 
talks at Anchorage. The irony 
is that the same administra-
tion which once hailed India 
as a counterweight to China 
now penalises it for pursu-
ing strategic autonomy. The 
optics of Munir being hosted 
at the White House and is-
suing threats from Florida 
have not gone unnoticed by 
the strategic community in 
India, driving home a stark 
message that we can no lon-
ger rely on the US as a con-
sistent strategic partner.

India’s strategic calculus 
is based on a few pillars: a 
robust deterrent posture 
against China and Pakistan; 
a growing partnership with 
the United States; and a 
commitment to multilater-

alism through forums like 
the UN, SCO, and BRICS. 
But each of these pillars is 
now under strain.

China’s aggression along 
the Line of Actual Control, 
its naval assertiveness in 
the Indian Ocean, and its 
deepening ties with Paki-
stan—manifested in joint 
military exercises, intel-
ligence sharing, and infra-
structure projects under the 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor—pose a multi-di-
mensional threat. Pakistan, 
emboldened by Chinese 
backing and the militarisa-
tion of its polity, has escalat-
ed both its rhetoric and capa-
bilities. Munir’s recent threats 
to target Indian economic 
assets such as the Jamnagar 
refinery and other intemper-
ate remarks on nuclear retali-
ation while on US soil mark 
a dangerous new phase in 
Pakistan’s strategic signalling.

Compounding these chal-

lenges is the deterioration 
in US-India relations. Presi-
dent Trump’s tariff blitzkrieg 
of imposing duties of up to 
50 per cent on Indian goods, 
has been vaguely justified 
on the grounds of India’s 
continued trade with Rus-
sia, particularly in oil and 
defence. The irony is that 
the same administration 
which once hailed India as 
a counterweight to China 
now penalises it for pursu-
ing strategic autonomy. The 
optics of Munir being host-
ed at the White House and 
issuing threats from Florida 
have not gone unnoticed by 
the strategic community in 
India, driving home a stark 
message that we can no lon-
ger rely on the US as a con-
sistent strategic partner.

In light of these develop-
ments, India must under-
take a comprehensive over-
haul of its national security 
doctrine. In light of these 

developments, India must 
undertake a comprehensive 
overhaul of its national se-
curity doctrine.

First, it must embrace the 
reality of a multipolar world 
and diversify its strategic 
partnerships. While the 
Quad remains important, 
India must also deepen ties 
with middle powers like 
France, Japan, and Austra-
lia, and explore new align-
ments with ASEAN, Africa, 
and Latin America. A new 
‘Quad’, comprising Austra-
lia, Japan, and India, and 
including other countries 
of the South China Sea litto-
ral—most notably the Phil-
ippines, which has shown 
the gumption to stand up to 
Chinese bullying in the re-
gion—must be explored. In 
this period of uncertainty, 
it is very unlikely that the 
Quad summit scheduled to 
be held in India later this 
year will materialise. 

Harsh V. Pant
Ankit K

The Chief of Defence 
Staff, General Anil 
Chauhan, along with 

the three services chiefs, 
formally released India’s 
Joint Doctrine for Amphibi-
ous Operations earlier this 
month. As per the official 
statement, the declassi-
fied doctrine outlines the 
framework for planning 
and execution of amphibi-
ous operations by inte-
grating maritime, air and 
land domainsThe doctrine 
highlights interoperability, 
rapid response capability 
and jointness to undertake 
such operations. Its focus 
on jointness with unprece-
dented civil-military fusion 
is part of India’s ongoing ef-
fort to plan for mobilisation 
at the national level. The 
timing of the declassifica-
tion is particularly crucial 
given the recent challenges 
India faces from both Paki-
stan and China at land and 
sea. While there exist several 
constraints in the opera-
tionalisation of the doctrine, 
capability development in 
niche technical areas, in-
stitutional adaptation, and 
strategic signalling will be 
the most challenging of all.

The command and con-
trol structure envisaged in 
the doctrine looks into the 
role of undertaking joint op-
erations by all the services, 
keeping in mind the current 
organisational structure of 
the Indian Armed Forces. 
Dual hatting provisions, 
that is, a military com-
mander taking on multiple 

responsibilities and shifting 
between operations, is also 
a sign of change that prob-
ably stems from India’s past 
experiences in amphibious 
operations. To leverage ex-
isting interservice coordina-
tion, the doctrine advocates 
for the establishment of Am-
phibious Force Headquar-
ters while raising specialised 
capabilities at a steady pace.

Emphasis is also accorded 
to component command-
ers during the planning 
phases. This is followed by 
clear hierarchical authority 
during the execution of an 
operation, thus prioritising 
an evolved understanding of 
joint planning. This serves 
to operational effectiveness 
when unity at the command 
level becomes paramount. 
This approach also acknowl-
edges the domain expertise 
that each of the services 
brings while ensuring deci-

sive leadership during criti-
cal phases of the operation.

The doctrine also puts 
emphasis on the idea of 
Ships Taken Up from Trade 
(STUFT) and civilian aircraft 
requisitioning in times of 
crisis to build amphibious 
capability within the budget 
constraints. Understanding 
characters of modern war-
fare as inclusive from the 
global experiences, the doc-
trine also approaches mod-
ern warfare’s total-national 
character, where military and 
civilian resources must be 
seamlessly integrated. The 
detailed procedures for civil 
integration suggest intense 
institutional planning for 
large-scale operations that 
would require national mo-
bilisation at the highest level. 
Integration of specialised 
capabilities, such as the Am-
phibious Beach Units (ABU) 
and medical support teams, 

is aimed towards capability 
development. What is par-
ticularly interesting is the 
idea of an alternative organ-
isation “in the absence of” 
specialised units that will un-
dertake certain specific tasks 
in an operation within the 
current force structure. With 
respect to the sustenance of 
abled fighting troops and ci-
vilian contingencies, detailed 
medical support provisions, 
including surgical teams and 
hospital ship concepts, are 
part of comprehensive plan-
ning for humanitarian as-
pects of military operations. 
This is particularly with re-
spect to the casualty care and 
evacuation considerations, 
human costs of amphibious 
operations and the need for 
robust medical support in-
frastructure.

The emphasis on “over 
the horizon” operations and 
Ship-to-Objective Manoeu-

vre (STOM) capabilities un-
derstands modern threat 
environments rather than 
operational limitations. The 
detailed operationalisation 
of stand-off beaching tech-
niques is to have real-time 
awareness of contemporary 
anti-access capabilities of the 
adversary, while developing 
credible responses to them. 
This is in consonance with 
the changing nature of am-
phibious operations that will 
occur in contested environ-
ments against technological-
ly sophisticated adversaries. 
Given the nature of multiple 
threat vectors, including 
unmanned systems, cyber 
warfare, and electronic coun-
termeasures, the doctrine 
addresses operationalising 
effective measures to coun-
ter them. This positions In-
dia ahead of many nations in 
preparing for multi-domain 
threat environments.

India’s amphibious operations depend on 
contingencies. Can the Armed Forces adapt?

India’s strategic pillars are crumbling. 
Complacency is not an option



3
THURSDAY 13 AUGUST 2026

BUSINESSENGLISH DAILY 
HYDERABAD, TELANGANAH

India, Japan 
 es to benefi t 
Global South

NIA Jaipur to be developed as a Global Centre of 
Excellence in Ayurveda: Union Minister Jadhav

Ministry of Coal to Launch 13th Round 
of Commercial Coal Mine Auctions

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS): The 
Union Minister of Ayush 
today chaired the second 
meeting of the Society of 
the National Institute of 
Ayurveda (NIA), Jaipur, in 
New Delhi. The Deputy 
Chief Minister and Ayush 
Minister of Rajasthan, Dr. 
Premchand Bairwa, along 
with the Secretary, Ministry 
of Ayush, Vaidya Rajesh Ko-
techa, senior officials of the 
Ministry, and distinguished 
members of the Society, 
were present on the oc-
casion. In his address, the 
Minister stated, “Our vision 
is to develop the National 
Institute of Ayurveda as a 
Global Centre of Excellence 
that symbolizes advanced 
research, innovation, qual-
ity education, and public 
health leadership. This 
Institute must not only 
achieve excellence but also 
inspire other Ayurvedic in-
stitutions across the coun-
try and the world.”

He emphasized that the 
meeting was not merely an 

administrative formality 
but a platform to chart the 
Institute’s future direction, 
aligning with the global 
rise of traditional systems 
of medicine. The Minis-
ter underlined that under 
the visionary leadership of 
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi, the Ayush sector 
has made historic progress. 
The establishment of the 
WHO Global Centre for Tra-
ditional Medicine in India 
marks global recognition 
of Indian knowledge sys-
tems, embraced with hope 
and confidence across the 
world. Achievements of Na-
tional Institute of Ayurveda 
(NIA): First Deemed Uni-
versity in the Ayush sector 
in India. Over 4 lakh OPD 
patients and 25,000+ IPD 
patients are treated annu-
ally. Free healthcare camps 
in 12 districts under SC, SP, 
and STP schemes. GMP-
certified pharmacy produc-
es more than 100 Ayurvedic 
medicines. NAAC ‘A’ Grade, 
NABH, and NABL accolades 

achieved. Students from 15 
countries are pursuing edu-
cation at NIA. Recently de-
clared India’s Best Ayurvedic 
Institution by NCISM.

International collabora-
tions and Guinness World 
Record achievements, en-
hancing its global profile.

Commending NIA’s per-
formance in education, 
research, and healthcare 
services, the Minister em-
phasized the need for glob-
ally benchmarked research, 
faculty development, mod-
ernized curricula, stronger 
infrastructure, and wider 
community reach. Reaf-
firming the government’s 
support, he stated that the 
Ministry of Ayush stands 
fully committed to provid-
ing all necessary assistance 
to ensure the Institute con-
tinues to elevate the pride 
of Ayurveda at national and 
international levels.

The future of linguis-
tics also lies in preserving 
linguistic diversity while 
adapting to rapidly chang-

ing patterns of communi-
cation. India, with its vast 
number of languages, dia-
lects and scripts, offers an 
enormous field for docu-
mentation and research. 
Universities can establish 
digital archives of endan-
gered languages, oral tra-
ditions, folk literature and 
indigenous knowledge sys-
tems. Such initiatives can 
help preserve cultural heri-
tage while providing valu-
able linguistic resources for 
future generations.

Another important area 
is language education and 
policy. Linguistic research 
can contribute significant-
ly to developing effective 
multilingual education 
models, particularly in a 
country like India where 
students often navigate 
several languages in their 
daily lives. Research on 
mother-tongue educa-
tion, language acquisition, 
translation and language 
assessment can support 
better teaching practices 

and help bridge education-
al inequalities.

There is also consider-
able scope for collabora-
tion between linguists and 
professionals from psy-
chology, neuroscience, ed-
ucation, computer science 
and artificial intelligence. 
Areas such as cognitive 
linguistics, neurolinguis-
tics, speech recognition, 
machine translation and 
language-based AI sys-
tems require expertise from 
multiple disciplines. Such 
collaboration can create 
innovative research oppor-
tunities and also prepare 
students for emerging ca-
reers in technology, educa-
tion, translation, publish-
ing and communication.

Therefore, the discipline 
of linguistics needs to 
move beyond its traditional 
boundaries and embrace 
the opportunities created 
by technology and inter-
disciplinary research. Uni-
versities should strengthen 
laboratories.

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS): 
The Ministry of Coal is set 
to launch the 13th round of 
commercial coal mine auc-
tions on 21st August 2025 in 
New Delhi. The event will 
be graced by Union Minis-
ter of Coal and Mines, Shri 
G. Kishan Reddy, as Chief 
Guest, and Minister of State 
for Coal and Mines, Shri 
Satish Chandra Dubey, as 
Guest of Honour.

This event will mark 
another significant step 
towards enhancing trans-
parency, competition, and 
self-reliance in India’s coal 
sector. The commercial 
coal mine auction process, 
which has witnessed robust 
participation from both es-
tablished and new industry 
players in every round, aims 
to accelerate coal produc-
tion and ensure adequate 
supply for the nation’s grow-
ing energy demand. The up-
coming 13th round will con-
tinue to offer mines with the 
most liberal terms, promot-
ing ease of doing business 
and attracting investments 
from a diverse set of stake-
holders,

Launched in 2020 un-
der the leadership of Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi, the commercial auc-
tion framework has trans-
formed the coal sector by 
fostering transparency, 
driving competition, and in-
creasing coal availability for 
domestic industries, there-
by reducing dependence 

on imports. The upcoming 
round will offer a fresh set 
of coal mines for auction, 
covering both fully explored 
and partially explored 
blocks, attracting diverse 
participation from experi-
enced miners, new entrants, 
and technology-driven en-
terprises. The event will also 
showcase the potential ben-
efits of underground and 
surface coal gasification.

The Coal Mine Develop-
ment & Production Agree-
ments (CMDPA) will be 
signed for 11 successfully al-
located coal mines of previ-
ous rounds of Auction.

The Ministry of Coal in-
vites industry leaders, in-
vestors, and stakeholders 
to participate in this signifi-
cant event and contribute to 
shaping the future of India’s 
coal sector. As India advanc-
es toward its vision of Viksit 
Bharat, the Ministry of Coal 
remains dedicated to driv-
ing reforms, enhancing ease 
of doing business, and culti-
vating a dynamic ecosystem 
for responsible coal mining.

The 13th round of com-
mercial coal mine auctions 
is expected to further ex-
pand private-sector partici-
pation in coal production 
and strengthen the overall 
supply chain. The Ministry 
of Coal has been consis-
tently refining the auction 
mechanism to make the 
allocation process more 
transparent, competitive 
and investment-friendly. 

The upcoming auction will 
provide opportunities for 
companies with varied lev-
els of mining experience. 
Fully explored blocks are ex-
pected to attract established 
mining firms, while partially 
explored blocks could en-
courage new players and ex-
ploration companies to en-
ter the sector. The broader 
participation is aimed at un-
locking the potential of In-
dia’s domestic coal reserves.

The Ministry has also 
been emphasising the adop-
tion of advanced technolo-
gies to improve productivity, 
safety and environmental 
performance in coal mining. 
Technology-driven mining 
practices, better resource 
utilisation and modern 
monitoring systems are ex-
pected to play an important 
role in ensuring efficient 
and responsible extraction.

Special attention is be-
ing given to underground 
coal mining, which can help 
access resources in areas 
where conventional surface 
mining may have limita-
tions. The promotion of un-
derground coal gasification 
is also expected to open new 
avenues for utilising coal 
resources and developing 
alternative energy applica-
tions. The signing of Coal 
Mine Development & Pro-
duction Agreements for 11 
mines successfully allocated 
in earlier auction rounds 
will mark another important 
milestone. 

DAHD’s Virtual Program Engages 1 Lakh+ 
Farmers on Livestock Productivity

Centre cuts wheat stock limit for 
traders to keep prices in check

Hisar IMC to Attract 
32,417 cr Investment, 
Create 1.25 Lakh Jobs

Indian Textile Exports Show Resilience and 
Growth Despite Mixed Global Trade Sentiments

Promotion of Emerging Sector 
Skills and Future Readiness

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS): 
The Department of Ani-
mal Husbandry and 
Dairying (DAHD), under 
the Ministry of Fisheries, 
Animal Husbandry and 
Dairying, organized a “Vir-
tual Awareness Program 
for Enhancing Livestock 
Productivity” today.   1 
Lakh + livestock farm-
ers, from 2000 Common 
Service Centers (CSCs) 
across India namely from 
states/UTs :  Chhattis-
garh, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, West Bengal, 
Orissa, Kerala, Andaman 
& Nicobar Island, Lak-
shadweep, Delhi and 
Chandigarh joined this 
session. The meeting was 
chaired by Union Minister 
of State, Ministry of Fish-
eries, Animal Husbandry 
and Dairying and Minis-
try of Panchayati Raj Prof. 
S.P. Singh Baghel from 
New Delhi. Ms.Varsha 
Joshi, Additional Secretary 
(DAHD), Shri. Rama Shan-
kar Sinha, Additional Sec-

retary (DAHD) along with 
the other senior officials of  
the department were also 
present on this occasion.  
In his address, Prof. S.P. 
Singh Baghel, highlighted 
the invaluable contribu-
tions of the livestock farm-
ers in boosting the na-
tional economy. He stated 
that milk production in 
the country has grown at 
the  rate of 5.7 %  per an-
num, during the past 10 
years while the world milk 
production growth rate is 
only 2% per annum.  Prof. 
Baghel commended the 
livestock farmers for this 
achievement. He also ap-
preciated the departmen-
tal initiatives like the vac-
cination programs, use of 
Sex-Sorted Semen (SSS) 
etc  that has helped in in-
creasing animal produc-
tivity in the country. He 
interacted with the farm-
ers and enquired about 
the on  ground availabil-
ity of  veterinary services 
like utilization of toll-free 

number 1962 for treat-
ment related assistance. 
The Union Minister of 
State laid emphasis on the 
need to opt  for  animal in-
surance and  stressed on  
the importance of getting 
the animals  vaccinated as 
per schedule. 

The program was aimed 
at creating awareness 
among farmers on criti-
cal aspects of animal hus-
bandry, including breed 
improvement, zoonotic 
disease control, biosecu-
rity, and entrepreneur-
ship development through 
departmental schemes. 
It featured awareness vid-
eos and expert sessions on 
various topics to enhance 
livestock productivity. The 
session also served as a 
platform for knowledge 
exchange, policy aware-
ness, and entrepreneurial 
inspiration, reinforcing 
the role of livestock farm-
ers as key contributors to 
rural development and 
economic growth.

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS): 
As part of continuous ef-
forts to moderate prices of 
wheat before the upcom-
ing festive season, the Cen-
tral Government has de-
cided to reduce the wheat 
stock limit applicable to 
wholesale and retail trad-
ers as well as processors in 
all States and Union Terri-
tories until March 31, 2026. 

The stock limit of wheat 
for wholesalers has been 
reduced to 2,000 metric 
tonnes (MT) from 3,000 
MT earlier, while in the 
case of retailers, the stock 
limit has been cut to 8 MT 
for each retail outlet from 
10 MT earlier, according to 
a statement issued by the 
Ministry of Consumer Af-
fairs, Food and Public Dis-
tribution.

Similarly, for wheat pro-
cessors, the wheat stock 
limit has been scaled 
down to 60 per cent of the 
monthly installed capac-
ity (MIC) multiplied by the 
remaining months of FY 

2025-26.  Earlier, the limit 
was fixed at 70 per cent of 
the monthly installed ca-
pacity multiplied by the 
remaining months of FY 
2025-26 The stock limits are 
imposed as part of the gov-
ernment’s policy to manage 
overall food security and 
to prevent hoarding and 
unscrupulous speculation 
that drives up prices by cre-
ating an artificial scarcity.

All wheat stocking en-
tities are required to de-
clare/update the stock 
position on every Friday 
on the wheat stock portal 
(https://foodstock.dfpd.
gov.in). Any entity which 
is found not to have reg-
istered on the portal or 
violates the stock limits 
will be subject to suitable 
punitive action under Sec-
tions 6 and 7 of the Essen-
tial Commodities Act,1955. 
In case the stocks held by 
these entities are higher 
than the prescribed limit, 
they will have to bring 
them down to the pre-

scribed stock limits within 
15 days of the issue of the 
notification. Officials of 
the Central and State Gov-
ernments will be closely 
monitoring the enforce-
ment of these stock limits 
to ensure that no artificial 
scarcity of wheat is created 
in the country.

A total production of 
1175.07 lakh metric tonnes 
(LMT) of wheat was re-
corded during the crop 
year 2024-25, and there is 
ample availability of wheat 
in the country. The Central 
Government has procured 
300.35 LMT wheat in the 
Rabi marketing season for 
2025-26 through state agen-
cies and the FCI, which is 
sufficient to meet the re-
quirements of PDS and oth-
er market interventions. The 
Department of Food and 
Public Distribution is main-
taining a close watch over 
the stock position of wheat 
to control prices and ensure 
easy availability in the coun-
try, the statement added.

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS): 
The Amritsar-Kolkata In-
dustrial Corridor (AKIC) 
initiative achieved an im-
portant milestone today 
with the signing of the 
State Support Agreement 
(SSA) and Shareholder 
Agreement (SHA) between 
the National Industrial 
Corridor Development 
and Implementation Trust 
(NICDIT), Government of 
Haryana and Haryana Air-
ports Development Corpo-
ration (HADC).

Under this partner-
ship, the National Indus-
trial Corridor Development 
Corporation (NICDC) will 
support the Government 
of Haryana in developing 
the Integrated Manufactur-
ing Cluster (IMC) at Hisar. 
It is one of the 20 projects 
currently being developed 
by NICDC in collaboration 
with State Governments 
across India.

These agreements reflect 
the Government of India’s 
strong commitment to sup-
port industrial growth and 
create world-class infra-
structure in Haryana, start-
ing with the development 
of the Integrated Manufac-
turing Cluster (IMC) Hisar. 
By strengthening local 
manufacturing capabili-
ties and encouraging both 
domestic and international 
investments, the AKIC will 
play a key role in advancing 
the Make in India initiative 
and helping India become 
more self-reliant and glob-
ally competitive.

Integrated Manufactur-
ing Cluster (IMC) Hisar 
in Haryana is expected to 
become a major driver of 
economic growth in the 
state. Its development will 
foster a business-friendly 
environment, drive large-

scale employment genera-
tion, and further strength-
en Haryana’s position as a 
leading industrial destina-
tion. The cluster is expect-
ed to attract significant in-
terest from investors across 
India and the world, giving 
a major boost to the coun-
try’s manufacturing sector.

IMC Hisar, spread across 
2,988 acres, is being devel-
oped under the Amritsar-
Kolkata Industrial Corridor 
near the newly inaugurated 
Maharaja Agrasen Interna-
tional Airport, Hisar, Hary-
ana. With an investment 
potential of 32,417 crore 
and a project cost of 4,680 
crore, it is expected to gen-
erate 1.25 lakh jobs. Strate-
gically located between the 
EDFC and WDFC, it offers 
excellent connectivity via 
NH-52, NH-09, rail links, 
and proximity to major lo-
gistics hubs. 

With advanced infra-
structure and proximity to 
Hisar city, this IMC is set to 
become an important part 
of Haryana and North In-
dia’s industrial future.

The agreements were 
signed by Chief Executive 
Officer and Managing Di-
rector, NICDC, Shri Rajat 
Kumar Saini; Commis-
sioner and Secretary to the 
Government of Haryana, 
Civil Aviation Department, 
Smt. Amneet P. Kumar; and 
Managing Director, HADC, 
Government of Haryana, 
Shri Narhari Singh Banger. 
This futuristic collabora-
tion sets the foundation for 
the development of these 
industrial clusters which 
will serve as strategic hubs 
under the Amritsar-Kolkata 
Industrial Corridor and 
contribute to India’s vi-
sion of becoming a leading 
global manufacturing hub.

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS): 
India’s textile and apparel 
sector has continued to 
demonstrate resilience in 
July 2025, recording a steady 
growth trajectory. As per 
quick estimates released by 
the Directorate General of 
Commercial Intelligence & 
Statistics (DGCIS), exports 
of major textile commodi-
ties in July 2025 reached 
USD 3.10 billion, mark-
ing a 5.37% year-on-year 
growth compared to USD 
2.94 billion in July 2024. For 
the period April–July 2025, 
cumulative textile exports 
stood at USD 12.18 billion, 
reflecting a growth of 3.87% 
over the same period last 
year (USD 11.73 billion).

Readymade Garments 
(RMG): Exports rose to USD 
1.34 billion in July 2025, up 
from USD 1.28 billion in 
July 2024 (4.75% growth). 
Cumulative exports for 
April–July 2025 stood at 
USD 5.53 billion, compared 
to USD 5.13 billion last year 
(+7.87% growth ).

Cotton Textiles (includ-

ing yarn, fabrics, made-ups, 
and handlooms):Cotton 
exports reached USD 1.02 
billion in July 2025, com-
pared to USD 970.5 mil-
lion in July 2024 (5.17% 
growth ). Cumulative ex-
ports  April–July 2025  stood 
at USD 3.88 billion, nearly 
unchanged from USD 3.89 
billion last year. Man-made 
Fibre (MMF) Textiles: MMF 
exports touched USD 422.0 
million in July 2025, com-
pared to USD 405.6 million 
last year (4.05% growth ). 
During April–July 2025, ex-
ports amounted to USD 
1.59 billion, up from USD 
1.57 billion in the same pe-
riod last year  with a  growth 
of 1.13%. . Jute Manufactur-
ing (including floor cover-
ings): Jute exports climbed 
to USD 32.4 million in July 
2025, compared to USD 25.6 
million in July 2024 (26.35% 
growth ). Cumulative ex-
ports stood at USD 126.1 
million, up from USD 108.9 
million last year (+15.78%).

Carpets: Carpet exports 
grew to USD 133.0 million 

in July 2025, compared to 
USD 123.1 million last year 
(+8.05%). Over April–July 
2025, exports stood at USD 
503.9 million, up from USD 
486.5 million  registering 
3.57% growth. 

Handicrafts (exclud-
ing handmade carpets): 
Exports of handicrafts 
reached USD 153.4 million 
in July 2025, compared to 
USD 139.4 million last year 
(+10.01%). Cumulative ex-
ports stood at USD 552.0 
million, slightly higher 
than USD 546.9 million in 
the same period last year 
(+0.92%).

Total exports of the six 
major textile commodity 
groups crossed USD 3.1 bil-
lion in July 2025, showing 
resilience against mixed 
global trade conditions. 
Sustained demand in read-
ymade garments, jute, car-
pets, and handicrafts con-
tributed significantly to the 
growth momentum.

The industry’s perfor-
mance highlights India’s di-
versified product strength, 

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS): Un-
der the Government of India’s 
Skill India Mission (SIM) , the 
Ministry of Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship 
(MSDE) delivers skill, re-skill 
and up-skill training through 
an extensive network of skill 
development centres under 
various schemes, viz. Prad-
han Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yo-
jana (PMKVY), Jan Shikshan 
Sansthan (JSS), National 
Apprenticeship Promotion 
Scheme (NAPS) and Crafts-
man Training Scheme (CTS) 
through Industrial Training 
Institutes (ITIs), to all the 
sections of the society across 
the country. The SIM aims at 
enabling youth of India to get 
future ready and equipped 
with industry relevant skills.

To promote new age skills 
in areas like AI/ML, Robot-
ics and Green technology, 
MSDE has undertaken the 
following initiatives:

Under PMKVY, more than 
200 new age/future skills 
job-roles have been specially 
aligned with Industry 4.0 re-
quirements in areas like AI/

ML, Robotics, EVs, Mecha-
tronics, Drone Tech, etc. for 
upcoming market demand 
and industry requirements.

Directorate General of 
Training (DGT) under aegis 
of MSDE has introduced 31 
new age /future skills courses 
in Industrial Training Insti-
tutes (ITIs) and National Skill 
Training Institutes (NSTIs) 
under CTS to provide training 
in emerging areas such as 5G 
Network, AI/ML, Cyber Secu-
rity, Drone Technology, etc. 
DGT has signed MoU with 
IT Tech companies like IBM, 
CISCO, Future Skill Rights 
Network, Amazon Web Ser-
vices (AWS) and Microsoft to 
ensure industry linkages for 
the institutes at the state and 
regional levels under CSR 
initiatives. These partner-
ships facilitate the provision 
of technical and professional 
skills training in modern 
technologies. IIS established 
at Ahmedabad and Mumbai, 
in Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) Mode, provide training 
to create a pool of industry-
ready workforce.

New Delhi, Aug 12 (GNS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, in his meeting with 
his Japanese counterpart 
Shigeru Ishiba this week, 
will review the Special Stra-
tegic and Global Partnership 
between India and Japan, 
including defence and se-
curity, trade and economy, 
technology and innovation, 
as well as discuss issues of 
regional and global impor-
tance.  The visit, which will 
reaffirm the longstanding 
special bond of friendship 
between the two countries, 
also comes close on the 
heels of the Africa summit 
hosted by Japan last week. 



EDITOR, PRINTER, PUBLISHER & OWNER by MOHD ATHER RAHEEM PUBLISHED From FALAKNUMA NEWS English Daily 19-4-276/5/A, Flat No.502. 5th Floor, Lake view Residency, Baquar Nagar, BNK Colony, Miralam Tank, 
Hyderabad 500 064. Printed at RIYAZ PRINTING PRESS. #22-8-161 Behind Nayaab Hotel Chatta Bazar, Hyderabad - 500002 Telangana. Head Office Contact No.0404537318, falaknumanews@gmail.com www.falaknumanews.in

4
THURSDAY 13 AUGUST 2026

TELANGANAENGLISH DAILY 
HYDERABAD, TELANGANAH

Sridhar Babu accuses KTR of misleading 
people over land allocations

Telangana to Distribute 1.19 Lakh 
Sewing Machines to BC Women

Azharuddin Reviews CM’s 
Minority Students Felicitation

CM Revanth Reddy orders recovery 
of full grain arrears from millers

Hyderabad, Aug 12 (GNS)    
Hon’ble Minister for Mi-
norities Welfare & Public 
Enterprises Sri Mohammed 
Azharuddin convened a 
high-level review meeting 
at the Telangana Secretariat 
on Wednesday to review 
the arrangements for the 
Hon'ble Chief Minister Sri 
A. Revanth Reddy’s felicita-
tion programme scheduled 
to be held on August 13. The 
programme will felicitate 
meritorious students from 
minority communities who 
have excelled in Group-I, 
Group-II, IIT-JEE, EAPCET 
and other competitive ex-
aminations, along with 
toppers of the Telangana 
Minorities Residential Edu-
cational Institutions Soci-
ety (TGMREIS) in SSC and 
Intermediate examinations.

During the meeting, Min-
ister Mohammed Azharud-
din reviewed the arrange-
ments with senior officials 
and directed the concerned 
departments to ensure that 
the programme is conduct-
ed smoothly, systematically 
and with all necessary facil-

ities for the students, their 
families and guests.

The Minister stressed the 
importance of recognis-
ing and encouraging aca-
demic excellence among 
minority students, stating 
that the achievements of 
the toppers would inspire 
more young people to pur-
sue higher education and 
competitive examinations 
with confidence. He further 
emphasised the need for 
close coordination among 
all concerned departments 
to ensure proper security, 
traffic management, sani-
tation, medical assistance, 
fire safety, civic amenities 
and other logistical arrange-
ments for the successful 
conduct of the programme.

Hon’ble Advisor to the 
Telangana Government 
Sri Mohammed Ali Shab-
bir, TGMREIS President Sri 
Faheem Qureshi, Minori-
ties Welfare Department 
Secretary Sri B. Shafiullah, 
IFS, Principal Secretary Sri 
Ahmed Nadeem, and other 
senior officials participated 
in the review meeting.

List of Participants / De-
partments 1. District Collec-
tor, Hyderabad 2. Commis-
sioner of Police, Hyderabad 
3. Additional Commissioner 
of Police, Traffic 4. Commis-
sioner, GHMC5. Director 
General, Telangana State 
Disaster Response and 
Fire Services, Hyderabad 6. 
Commissioner, Horticul-
ture 7. Commissioner, I&PR 
8. Chief Engineer & Manag-
ing Director, Transco

9. Managing Direc or, 
HMWSSB 10. District 
Medical & Health Officer 
(DMHO), Hyderabad The 
participation of senior of-
ficials from various de-
partments underlines the 
Telangana Government’s 
commitment to ensuring 
comprehensive arrange-
ments and successful coor-
dination for the felicitation 
programme. The Minorities 
Welfare Department is tak-
ing all necessary steps to 
make the event a meaning-
ful celebration of the aca-
demic achievements, talent 
and aspirations of minority 
students.

Hyderabad, Aug 12 (GNS)  
Telangana Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy on Wednes-
day directed officials to 
ensure recovery of the full 
value of grain arrears owed 
by millers and instructed 
them to formulate specific 
guidelines for the recovery 
process. Revanth Reddy, 
accompanied by Civil Sup-
plies Minister Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy, reviewed the 
functioning of the Civil 
Supplies Department at 
MCRHRD here. He said the 
government would adopt 
a cooperative approach 
towards genuine millers 
but warned of strict action 
against those deliberately 
evading payments, an of-
ficial statement said.

The Chief Minister al-
leged that the previous 
government had allowed 

grain arrears worth thou-
sands of crores of rupees to 
accumulate and was now 
attempting to blame the 
current government. He 
noted that some progress 
had been made in recover-
ing the dues but stressed 
that the value of every 
grain should be recovered.

He directed officials to 
submit the proposed re-

covery guidelines to the 
Cabinet Sub-Committee 
for consideration and said 
the government would take 
an appropriate decision 
based on its recommenda-
tions. Paddy earlier allot-
ted to chronic defaulters 
would instead be given to 
women's self-help groups, 
with milling entrusted to 
them, he said.

To address recurring 
paddy storage problems, 
Revanth Reddy ordered a 
pilot project for silo bag 
facilities in high-paddy-
arrival districts includ-
ing Nalgonda, Suryapet, 
Nizamabad, Peddapalli 
and Kamareddy. He pro-
posed allocating 50 to 100 
acres per constituency for 
the facilities, to be man-

aged by Self-Help Groups.
The Chief Minister also 

directed officials to explore 
grain storage on spacious 
platforms at VBZ Ramji 
using German tents and 
to identify and lease pri-
vate warehouses, function 
halls, old cinema theatres 
and other available sheds 
at mandal and village levels 
in advance.

Hyderabad, Aug 11 (GNS) 
Telangana Agriculture Min-
ister Tummala Nageswara 
Rao directed officials to 
ensure smooth and trans-
parent procurement of 
cotton during the 2026-27 
season and prevent any 
inconvenience to farmers. 
Reviewing procurement 
arrangements with Cotton 
Corporation of India (CCI) 
officials in Hyderabad, the 
Minister said farmers must 
receive the Minimum Sup-
port Price (MSP) and there 
should be no interference 
by middlemen.

He urged Central and 
State officials to coordi-
nate closely and prevent ir-
regularities reported during 
previous seasons. Cotton 
cultivation in Telangana 
is expected to cover 46.33 
lakh acres, with an estimat-

ed production of 25.85 lakh 
metric tonnes. The MSP 
for Long Staple Cotton has 
been fixed at Rs 8,667 per 
quintal, an increase of Rs 
557 over the previous year.

Tummala directed offi-
cials to notify all 356 gin-
ning mills and ensure their 
availability based on de-
mand. He said the number 
of CCI procurement cen-
tres had been increased 
from 122 to 131 and 

called for additional cen-
tres wherever necessary 
to handle heavy arrivals. 
He also ordered effective 
monitoring of procure-
ment centres, functioning 
of quality-testing equip-
ment and CCTV cam-
eras, regular inspection 
of weighing machines, 
and prompt resolution of 
farmers’ grievances. 

District-level committees 
under Collectors should in-
clude farmers’ representa-
tives, he said. The Minister 
stressed the need for wide 
publicity on MSP, procure-
ment centres and slot book-
ing through the ‘Kapas Kisan’ 
app. He also directed offi-
cials to publicise the farmer 
helpline 1800 599 5779 and 
WhatsApp chatbot 88972 
81111., according to an of-
ficial statement on Tuesday.

Hyderabad, Aug 11 (GNS) 
The Telangana government 
will launch a scheme to dis-
tribute 1.19 lakh automatic 
sewing machines to poor 
and unemployed Back-
ward Class (BC) women 
across the state, with the 
machines being provided 
under 100 per cent govern-
ment subsidy. Minister for 
Transport and BC Welfare 
Ponnam Prabhakar will for-
mally launch the scheme 
at the Dr B.R. Ambedkar 
Secretariat here on Thurs-
day, August 13, at noon. 
Under the scheme, 1,000 
automatic sewing machines 
will be distributed in each 
of the state's 119 Assembly 
constituencies, benefiting a 
total of 1,19,000 BC women.

The initiative aims to cre-
ate self-employment op-
portunities for women who 

possess tailoring skills and 
enable them to earn an in-
come from home. The gov-
ernment said the scheme is 
intended to help improve 
the financial condition of 
beneficiaries and their fam-
ilies and promote women 
entrepreneurs.

The machines will be 
provided entirely through 
government subsidy, with 
no financial burden on the 
beneficiaries. Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar is expected 
to announce the detailed 
scheme guidelines, budget 
allocation, beneficiary se-
lection criteria, eligibility 
conditions and application 
process at the launch event.

BC Ministers, MPs, MLAs, 
MLCs and BC Corporation 
chairpersons are scheduled 
to participate in the pro-
gramme.

MLA Dhanpal Distributes National Flags in Nizamabad 
Falaknuma News 
State Correspondent 
M.A.Samad
Nizamabad Aug 12
Nizamabad Urban MLA Dhan-
pal Suryanarayana Gupta called 
upon people to hoist the Tricolour 
at their homes and make the Har 
Ghar Tiranga campaign a grand 
success. As part of the campaign, 
the MLA distributed National Flags 
to the public at Gandhi Chowk in 
Nizamabad on Wednesday.

Speaking on the occasion, Dhan-
pal said Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi launched the Har Ghar Ti-
ranga campaign in 2022 as part of 

the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, com-
memorating 75 years of India’s Inde-
pendence. He said the initiative was 
aimed at encouraging citizens to dis-

play the National Flag at their homes 
and strengthening patriotism and 
the people’s emotional connection 
with the Tricolour. He recalled that 

a Har Ghar Tiranga bike rally was 
organised in New Delhi on August 
3, 2022, from the Red Fort to India 
Gate under the leadership of then 
Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu.

The MLA appealed to citizens to 
participate in the campaign with 
patriotic spirit and hoist the Na-
tional Flag respectfully at every 
home. Nagolla Lakshminarayana, 
Bellal Shashank, Yrram Sudheer, 
Bantu Ramu, Bantu Preethi, Shya-
mala, Malkai Mahender, Sunitha 
Raju, Bobbili Suvarna Venu, Vaish-
navi Sudha, Ippakayala Sumitra 
Kishore, Jyothi Murali and other 
Morcha leaders were present.

India ranks fi rst globally in 
digital transactions: BJP chief
Hyderabad, Aug 12 (GNS)    
BJP Telangana State 
president N Ramchander 
Rao on Wednesday said 
India had made signifi-
cant progress since In-
dependence, particularly 
in digital technology, in-
novation and attracting 
investments.

Speaking as chief guest 
at a Science Fund pro-
gramme organised by 
SVP here, Rao stressed the 
need for greater financial 
support to scientific re-
search and innovation, 
particularly from private 
sector partners.

He said increased fund-
ing for science and tech-
nology would encourage 
new innovations, help 

startups and MSMEs grow 
faster and strengthen the 
country's economy. Rao 
said India was now the 
world's fourth-fastest-
growing major economy 
and described its leader-
ship in digital payments 
as a matter of pride.

He said India's UPI sys-
tem accounted for around 
40 per cent of global digi-
tal transactions, reflecting 
the strength of the coun-
try's technology sector.

He appreciated organ-
isations such as SVP for 
supporting new innova-
tors and startups through 
funding and expressed 
hope that such initiatives 
would contribute to In-
dia's economic growth.

MP Arvind Seeks Stronger Disability Welfare Support 
Falaknuma News 
State Correspondent
M.A.Samad
New Delhi, Aug 12:
Nizamabad MP Dharmapuri Arvind met 
Union Minister for Social Justice and Em-
powerment Dr. Virendra Kumar in New 
Delhi and discussed measures to further 
strengthen welfare and empowerment 
initiatives for persons with disabilities in 
the constituency.

MP Arvind apprised the Union Minister 
of the difficulties faced by persons with dis-
abilities and requested effective measures 
to ensure better access to welfare schemes, 
assistive devices and government services.

He sought wider coverage of assess-
ment camps for providing wheelchairs, 
hearing aids and artificial limbs to eligible 
beneficiaries. He also urged the Centre to 
enhance opportunities for persons with 
disabilities in education, employment and 
skill development.

The MP emphasised the need to improve 
accessibility and barrier-free facilities in 
government offices, educational institu-
tions and public places, enabling persons 
with disabilities to access services inde-

pendently and with dignity.
MP Arvind stated that efforts were being 

made in the constituency to ensure that 
the benefits of Central Government wel-
fare schemes reach all eligible persons. He 
thanked the Union Minister for his support 
and cooperation.

Dr. Virendra Kumar responded positively 
to the issues raised by the MP and assured 
that the Union Government would extend 
all necessary assistance for the welfare, 
empowerment and overall development of 
persons with disabilities.


