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FCRA bill 2026 seeks balance between 
foreign funds, accountability

India condemns slovenia embassy 
defacement, seeks action

India sends 8 MT of essential medicines to Bolivia

Heavy rain wreaks havoc 
across MP; 5 bodies recovered 
after car swept away, 3 missing

Students face tear gas, lathicharge in 
bid to storm Jharkhand Assembly

Shah to reply on student stir, Opposition wants debate on temple theft too ‘Vande Mataram’ to be 
sung from Red Fort for 

first time on I-Day

New Delhi, Aug 10 (GNS): 
Global funds play an im-
portant role in supporting 
India’s development across 
several areas, and the gov-
ernment has welcomed 
genuine international part-
nerships through a legal 
framework that allows such 
contributions to be received 
and utilised meaningfully.

Governments worldwide 
have become increasingly 
conscious of the need to en-
sure that cross border finan-
cial flows remain transpar-
ent and accountable. With 
the rapid expansion of glob-
al financial networks, digital 
transactions and cross bor-
der funding mechanisms 

have posed challenges to 
financial transparency, for-
eign influence and protec-
tion of democratic institu-
tions. India is no exception.

The Foreign Contribution 
(Regulation) Act (FCRA) pro-
vides the framework to en-
sure that foreign money en-
tering India comes through 
a registered, accountable 
and disclosed channel. Or-
ganisations receiving such 
funds are required to ac-
count for what they receive 
and how they spend it.

The Act protects institu-
tions from risks of unregu-
lated foreign financial influ-
ence while enabling them 
to carry out legitimate, im-

pactful work. The Foreign 
Contribution (Regulation) 
Amendment Bill, 2026 seeks 
to refine and strengthen this 
framework by addressing 
operational gaps, improv-
ing clarity, providing for ju-
dicial revision and appeal, 
and rationalising penalties.

The Home Ministry has 
argued that the Bill is about 
transparency, account-
ability and sovereignty, 
not banning foreign dona-
tions. Officials stress that 
thousands of NGOs remain 
registered and continue 
to receive funds, showing 
that FCRA is a disclosure 
regime rather than a tool to 
suppress civil society.

Bhopal/Rajgarh, Aug 10 
(GNS): Heavy rain lashed 
several parts of Madhya 
Pradesh on Monday, leaving 
five people dead in Rajgarh 
after a van was swept into a 
rain-swollen drain, while wa-
terlogging and flooded roads 
disrupted normal life across 
the state. The incident oc-
curred in Padana town on the 
Pachore-Sarangpur road in 
Rajgarh district when the van 
carrying 11 people was swept 
into the Jhiri drain after the 
driver drove onto an under-
construction bridge sub-
merged in water, police said.

The occupants were trav-
elling from Satwas in Dewas 
district to Kadlavad village. 
There were three men, four 
women and four children in 
the vehicle. “Three people 
managed to get out. So far, 
five bodies have been recov-
ered. The identities are yet 
to be confirmed,” a police 
officer said. According to 
preliminary information, the 

driver failed to notice the in-
complete bridge as rainwa-
ter was flowing over it. The 
vehicle was swept about 20 
feet into the drain. A rescue 
operation led by SDM Rohit 
Bamhore and SDOP Arvind 
Singh was underway till late 
evening. More details about 
the incident were awaited.

In another rescue in Ra-
jgarh on Sunday, police and 
NDRF personnel evacuated 
saints and devotees strand-
ed at Jal Mandir in Khilchi-
pur after a sudden rise in the 
water level of the Gadganga 
River. The downpour severe-
ly hit the state capital as well. 
Bhopal received around sev-
en inches of rain in the last 
24 hours, leading to water-
logging in several areas and 
traffic snarls. Schools were 
closed as a precautionary 
measure. Minister Vishvas 
Sarang visited affected ar-
eas and directed officials to 
ensure relief measures and 
drain cleaning. 

New Delhi/Bhubaneswar, 
Aug 10 (GNS):  Vande Mata-
ram will be sung from the 
ramparts of the Red Fort for 
the first time on Indepen-
dence Day this year, mark-
ing a historic moment as the 
country celebrates 150 years 
of the National Song.

The announcement was 
made by Defence Secre-
tary Rajesh Kumar Singh 
at a press conference in 
New Delhi on Monday. He 
said the rendition of Vande 
Mataram from the historic 
monument would be a trib-
ute to its enduring legacy 
and its role in inspiring mil-
lions during India’s freedom 
struggle. The National Song 
will be sung when Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi ar-
rives at the Red Fort for the 
Independence Day celebra-
tions. He will then unfurl the 
National Flag and deliver 
his customary address to 

the nation. The celebrations 
this year will have a special 
focus on Yuva Shakti, high-
lighting the contribution of 
India’s youth towards the 
country’s development and 
the goal of building a Viksit 
Bharat by 2047, Singh said.

The 2026 celebrations as-
sume added significance 
as they coincide with the 
150th anniversary of Vande 
Mataram. Written by Ban-
kim Chandra Chattopad-
hyay, the song became a 
powerful symbol of India’s 
freedom movement and in-
spired generations of free-
dom fighters. The govern-
ment has also taken steps 
to strengthen the legal sta-
tus of the National Song. 
Parliament recently passed 
the Prevention of Insults to 
National Honour (Amend-
ment) Bill, extending legal 
protection to Vande Mata-
ram against acts of insult.

New Delhi, Aug 10 (GNS) 
What began as a protest by 
hundreds of job aspirants 
and students over the al-
leged irregularities in JPSC 
and JSSC examinations in 
Jharkhand’s capital Ranchi 
turned into an unprec-
edented confrontation 
outside the state Assembly 
on Monday, with the police 
resorting to the use of wa-
ter cannons, tear gas and 
lathicharge.

Thousands of protesters 
broke through eight lay-
ers of barricading to reach 
the Assembly gates and its 
premises, refusing to leave.

The agitation, which 
entered its 17th day on 
Monday, was driven by 
demands for the cancella-
tion of the JSSC CGL and 
JPSC examinations. The 
protesters are also seek-
ing reforms in the com-
mission and a CBI probe 
into the alleged irregulari-

ties, including paper leaks 
and manipulation of OMR 
sheets. The third round of 
talks between student rep-
resentatives and the gov-
ernment on Sunday had 
failed.

Students began gath-
ering at the protest site 
around 9 am before march-
ing towards the Assem-
bly. At the Jagannathpur 
temple, the Ranchi police 

had erected multiple bar-
riers, including barricades 
fitted with barbed wire. 
The march began around 
9.30 am. Student leader 
Devendra Mahto, who is 
on a hunger strike, reached 
the protest site in an am-
bulance. Another student 
leader, Kush Mahto, who 
has been on a hunger strike 
for six days, also joined the 
march in an ambulance. 

New Delhi, Aug 10 (GNS):    
India on Monday con-
demned the defacement of 
the premises of its Embassy 
in Slovenia by anti-India 
elements and called for 
holding the perpetrators 
accountable. In a state-
ment, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) stated, 
“Under the Vienna Conven-
tion, diplomatic premises 
are inviolable and must be 
protected. We have taken 
up the matter strongly with 
Slovenian authorities, both 
in New Delhi and in Ljublja-
na, so that the perpetrators 
behind such reprehensible 
acts are held accountable.”

The MEA urged law en-
forcement authorities to 
take note of the hateful 
propaganda and disinfor-
mation being spread by 
such groups. Last month, 
India’s Ambassador to Slo-
venia, Amit Narang, met 

Slovenia’s Minister of For-
eign and European Affairs 
Tone Kajzer and held dis-
cussions on ongoing bilat-
eral cooperation.

“Ambassador Amit Na-
rang was honoured to call 
on H.E. Tone Kajzer, Min-
ister of Foreign and Euro-
pean Affairs of Slovenia, 
yesterday at the Ministry 
of Foreign and European 
Affairs of the Republic of 
Slovenia. The Ambassador 
handed over a personal let-
ter of congratulations from 
the External Affairs Minis-
ter (EAM) S Jaishankar to 
the Minister,” the Embassy 
of India in Ljubljana wrote 
on X. “Productive and 
wide-ranging discussions 
focused on specific steps 
to elevate the warm and 
friendly ties between India 
and Slovenia into a mutu-
ally beneficial partnership 
for the future,” it added.

New Delhi, Aug 10 (GNS):     The Min-
istry of External Affairs (MEA) said 
on Sunday that India has dispatched 
eight metric tonnes of life-saving and 
essential medicines to Bolivia to sup-
port the public healthcare capacity.

“Extending a helping hand to a 
Global South partner. India has dis-
patched 8 MT consignment of life-
saving and essential medicines to Bo-
livia in support of its public healthcare 
capacity. India always stands ready 
for advancing cooperation through 
solidarity and shared progress,” the 
MEA said on social media platform X. 
Bolivia’s Vice President Edmand Lara 
Montano visited India earlier in Feb-
ruary and met the Vice-President C.P. 
Radhakrishnan on the sidelines of the 
AI Impact Summit in New Delhi, dis-
cussing ways to enhance cooperation 
in solar energy, critical minerals, digi-
talisation, higher education and the 
medical sector.

Following their meeting, the Vice-
President’s Office in a post on X said, 
“Vice President of Bolivia, Edmand 
Lara Montano, called on the Vice 
President of India, CP Radhakrish-
nan, at Uprashtrapati Bhavan in 

New Delhi today on the sidelines of 
the India AI Impact Summit 2026.” 

“The two leaders expressed sat-
isfaction at the steady growth of bi-
lateral relations between India and 
Bolivia. They discussed avenues for 
enhancing cooperation in solar en-
ergy, critical minerals, digitalisation, 
higher education, and the medical 
sector. The leaders also exchanged 
views on strengthening collaboration 
in multilateral and other internation-
al forums,” it added. They discussed 
ways to enhance cooperation in solar 
energy, critical minerals, digitalisa-
tion, higher education and the medi-

cal sector. According to the MEA, 
India also donated a consignment 
of 300,000 doses of MR (Measles and 
Rubella) vaccines, including the es-
sential supplies needed for their ad-
ministration, to the South American 
nation in July last year.

India’s Ambassador to Bolivia, Ro-
hit Vadhwana, formally handed over 
the consignment at El Alto Airport in 
Bolivia’s state capital La Paz, at a re-
ception that was attended by Foreign 
Minister Celinda Sosa Lunda; Minis-
ter of Health and Sports, Maria Rene 
Castro Quisicanqui; and Vice Minis-
ter Max Enriquez Nava.

New Delhi, Aug 10 (GNS): 
A three-week parliamen-
tary deadlock persisted on 
Monday with the govern-
ment giving in to the de-
mand for Home Minister 
Amit Shah’s statement on 
the student protest in a bid 
to break the logjam, but the 
Opposition insisting on a 
debate on the Ram Mandir 
donation theft too. Hours 
after Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Kiren Rijiju told 
the Lok Sabha that Shah 
was willing to make a state-
ment on the student protest 
and reply to a debate on the 
issue “provided the Opposi-
tion listened peacefully and 
did not run away scared”, 
Leader of the Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi cited not one 
but three demands.

“Our first demand was 

that the Home Minister 
should tell the country if he 
gave the orders of police ac-
tion on students. If he did, 
he is culpable. If he didn’t, 
he is incompetent. Either 
way, he has to go. The sec-
ond demand was that the 
PM should apologise for 
mistreatment of students. 
The third was the discussion 
on Ram Mandir theft,” Rahul 
said this evening after the 
Lok Sabha was adjourned 
for the day around 2.20 pm.

Reacting to this, Union 
Minister JP Nadda accused 
Rahul of deliberately dis-
rupting Parliament for the 
last 15 days and mislead-
ing the country. He said the 
government agreed to dis-
cuss the NEET paper leak 
issue in Parliament, accept-
ing Rahul’s demand, but 

the Congress leader kept 
changing goalposts.

The government’s of-
fer for Shah’s reply on the 
student protest came from 
Rijiju at the meeting of the 
Business Advisory Com-
mittee (BAC) of the Lok 
Sabha, which Speaker Om 
Birla chaired in the after-
noon. Later, Rijiju made the 
same offer in the Lok Sabha, 

which reconvened at 2 pm 
after disruptions but the 
Opposition continued its 
sloganeering.

Sources who attended the 
BAC meeting said the gov-
ernment, to break the dead-
lock, offered Shah’s reply or 
a structured debate on the 
student protest on the con-
dition that the Congress-led 
Opposition “participated in 

it, and did not run away”.
The Congress, sources 

said, did not give any assur-
ance on Rijiju’s offer while 
Samajwadi Party demanded 
a debate on the Ram Man-
dir donation issue. “The 
Congress also backed the 
Ram Mandir debate de-
mand,” sources said, adding 
that consensus eluded the 
meeting with the govern-
ment categorically rejecting 
the temple theft debate de-
mand citing an ongoing SIT 
probe into the matter by the 
Uttar Pradesh Government.

At the same meeting, the 
Opposition also demanded 
that two Bills introduced in 
the Lok Sabha today—the 
Mines and Minerals (De-
velopment and Regulation) 
Amendment Bill-2026 and 
The National Cooperative 

Development Corporation 
(Amendment) Bill-2026—
be referred to a joint par-
liamentary committee for 
scrutiny. The government 
didn’t commit to this.

At the BAC meeting, the 
Speaker also made a fervent 
appeal to the Opposition to 
let the Lok Sabha function 
saying their principal de-
mand for Shah’s statement 
had been heeded. “The 
Speaker urged the Opposi-
tion to let the House run, 
but to no avail,” said sourc-
es. Soon after the meeting, 
Law Minister Arjun Megh-
wal piloted the Tribunals 
Reforms Bill-2026 in the Lok 
Sabha when it reconvened 
and the agenda was passed 
without any debate as the 
Opposition continued to 
protest inside the House.
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India has been experiencing bilateral difficulties with the United States. The eco-
nomic dimensions of these difficulties are expected to impact India adversely. 
First, the US is India’s biggest export destination, and so tariffs, both economic 

and geopolitical, will adversely impact India’s current account deficit and economic 
growth. Second, the Trump administration’s nativist base wishes to limit foreign ac-
cess to jobs. They see Indian skilled immigrants as a prime political target. Since the 
US is the favoured emigration destination for educated and upwardly mobile young 
Indians, this hurts them, especially at a time when their economic prospects within 
India are at their bleakest this century.

In my analysis, the macroeconomic impact is manageable. India has enough foreign 
exchange reserves to comfortably finance a temporary widening of the current ac-
count deficit if exports and remittances fall, offering temporary elbow room to diver-
sify. There is also scope to moderate imports, especially of luxury discretionary con-
sumption, which has been spiralling in recent years.

However, the picture is different for the peninsula—the five southern states.
As India’s premier manufacturing state, Tamil Nadu will take a hit. Thirty-one per-

cent of the state’s exported output goes to the US. Thirty percent of Tiruppur’s garment 
exports go to the US. The Tiruppur exporters association estimates that this will cost 
the industry 6,000 crore. Fresh orders have stalled; existing orders are on hold. With 
average margins of just eight percent, the sector cannot absorb the tariff shock and 
remain competitive. Tamil Nadu also accounts for 37 percent of India’s electronics ex-
ports, a large chunk of which goes to the US.

The impact on Karnataka will be more in the services, especially the IT sector, though 
aerospace components, petrochemicals and hydraulic and electrical machinery are 
also exported to the US. The IT services sector generates many jobs, so cutbacks in 
this sector will have a derivative recessionary impact on domestic demand as well, 
especially in the Bengaluru-Mysuru belt, which contributes 60 percent of Karnataka’s 
GSDP. For now, Telangana will be less affected than Karnataka, as it is more diversified. 
While IT exports are sizeable, pharmaceuticals, biochemicals, medical, and business 
process services exports are also important players in Telangana’s growth story. These 
have also generated spillover effects in Andhra Pradesh (particularly Vishakapatnam). 
However, if tariffs begin to impact the medical and medical services industries, then 
the hit to prosperity will be sizeable.

Andhra Pradesh is the poorest state in the peninsula and, therefore, less hit by tariffs 
on goods, as is also the case with the wealthiest state, Kerala. They export spices (Kera-
la) and seafood (both) to the US. These are employment-intensive activities. However, 
the impact will be cushioned if suppliers are proactive, as these exports are highly 
geographically diversified.

Curbs on skilled migration will also impact the southern states. Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Telangana are major suppliers of H-1B visa labour to the US. Its con-
sulate in Hyderabad is the largest in South Asia because of the volume of demand for 
its visa services. Telugu speakers are the largest pool of Indian immigrants in the US. 
With curbs on further growth, the direct and indirect (through remittances and invest-
ments) impact on the prosperity of these three states could be significant. Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu will also be impacted, but their emigration flows to the US are smaller and 
higher-end. High-end emigration faces more relaxed barriers under the new US wage 
priority system.

There is also a silver lining that leverages the peninsula’s high human development 
and investment in (relatively) attractive metropolitan cities. A consequence of restrict-
ing low-paid, insecure H-1B work in the US would be the reduction of huge earnings 
from investment in patented innovations in IT, fintech, aerospace, medicine, biotech, 
and business process engineering. These investments have driven the vast increases 
in wealth in the US in contemporary times. New York, Houston, Chicago and Silicon 
Valley are not going to give these up to Trump without a fight. Hence, they will try to 
offshore these activities to less costly locations. They know from the H-1B migration 
that the supply of cheap, low-end tech labour is abundant in India. Hence, the rapid 
rise of Global Capability Centres (GCCs) in all peninsular cities, especially Hyderabad. 
This will replace export income with domestic income, which will temper the impact 
of Trump’s policies on the peninsula (but not on India’s trade balance).

The disproportionate impact of Trump’s protectionist and nativist policies on the 
peninsula is a result of its economic and human development success. The peninsula 
is, and has been, the most modern and forward-looking part of India for at least the 
past 35 years. Its prosperity is in no small measure linked to its success in maintain-
ing profitable relationships with overseas trading partners and the export of a skilled 
workforce, especially to the US. The rest of India is more insular, less skilled and less 
oriented to profitable overseas relationships and, therefore, will suffer much less from 
the ravages of Trump and his minions. The peninsula is resilient to such adversity. I 
see great confidence among political and business leaders that they will be able to 
structurally overcome the challenges through increasing the range of diversification, 
negotiating with existing customers on cost-sharing these tariffs, and seeking ways to 
increase productivity rapidly. The governments of all the states have also responded 
with alacrity to the opportunity that GCCs afford.

In fact, Trump may have done the peninsula a favour. I have been arguing that the 
next round of prosperity will come to the peninsula not through competing on cheap 
labour but on demonstrating increased productivity and doubling down on invest-
ments in human capital, research and development, and process engineering, to pro-
duce—for India and the world—products at the higher end of the value chain.

This is not something in which the Indian government is interested, or even compe-
tent to address. If they can maintain macroeconomic stability (a big if ) in the face of 
this shock, that is enough, thank you. It is for the business, political, and intellectual 
leaders of the peninsula to rise to meet this epochal challenge.

The first priority, therefore, must be to accelerate the diversification of export mar-
kets. Dependence on the US cannot be replaced overnight, but southern states have 
the institutional capacity, industrial base and entrepreneurial networks to expand 
their presence in Europe, East Asia, West Asia and Africa. State governments should 
work closely with industry associations to identify sectors where Indian firms can be-
come competitive suppliers rather than simply seeking tariff exemptions for existing 
exports. The objective should be to build resilience into the export architecture rather 
than repeatedly negotiate relief after every external shock.

The second priority is to deepen the domestic ecosystem around the industries 
most exposed to US policy. Garments, electronics, pharmaceuticals, IT services, aero-
space and medical technology cannot remain dependent on imported components, 
fragmented supply chains or low-value production. Southern India has the universi-
ties, technical workforce and metropolitan infrastructure needed to move these sec-
tors towards higher-value manufacturing and services. Public policy should therefore 
focus less on subsidies and more on reliable infrastructure, faster approvals, research 
partnerships, logistics and access to patient capital.

The GCC opportunity deserves particular attention. If American companies find it 
increasingly expensive or politically difficult to employ large numbers of workers in 
the US, they will look for locations that can deliver the same intellectual and techno-
logical output at competitive costs. Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Chennai, Kochi and other 
southern cities are already demonstrating that India can provide such ecosystems. 

But simply attracting more back-office employment will not be enough. The next 
generation of GCCs must move into product development, artificial intelligence, 
semiconductor design, cybersecurity, biotechnology, engineering and global deci-
sion-making functions. That would transform the region from a labour supplier into a 
centre of innovation.

Next prosperity round 
demands human capitalFrom Dima Hasao to Jaintia Hills, who owns the region’s wealth?

Sanjoy Hazarika

THE question of land 
in the Northeast is 
central to political 

power and identity. Let me 
illustrate it through three 
recent examples. A Guwa-
hati High Court Judge's ad-
monishment of a corporate 
lawyer about a private com-
pany being allotted 3,000 
bighas in the thickly forest-
ed and resource-rich Dima 
Hasao district has drawn 
wide media attention. The 
allotment was made by the 
local district council for the 
firm, owned by JK Lakshmi 
Cement of the New Delhi-
based JK Group, to operate 
a mine and cement plant. 
Public interest in the issue 
has soared, especially after 
official videos of the court 
proceedings surfaced on so-
cial media, where the lawyer 
appeared clueless about the 
topography of the area. Is it 
a joke, the judge snapped, 
asserting that public inter-
est was paramount.

Dima Hasao and two 
other districts in Assam are 
governed under the Sixth 
Schedule of the Constitu-
tion, which gives locally 
elected politicians control 
over resources such as land, 
forests and water. The state 
government does not have 
much power over these 
subjects, which can be com-
pared to the district pan-
chayati system but is meant 
to protect tribal rights as the 
communities in these areas 
are poor and vulnerable.

The allotment was made 
after the Dima Hasao Au-
tonomous Council passed 

resolutions making the land 
transfer in October and No-
vember last year. Two vil-
lages were informed that the 
acquisition would be done 
and they would receive 
compensation. But news 
accounts of the process say 
that the council received the 
bulk of the Rs 50-crore com-
pensation and most villag-
ers were given cheques for 
Rs 2 lakh while the village 
heads got Rs 15 lakh. Reac-
tions and opposition erupt-
ed, especially after bulldoz-
ers (now a familiar sight in 
Assam aimed at evicting 
people from forest lands) 
arrived. A writ petition chal-
lenging the allotment was 
filed in the high court and 
this is the case where the 
judge made his remarks.

While the Sixth Schedule 
empowers tribal groups 
with specific powers, what 
needs to be asked is if the 
council applied its mind 

rigorously to the issue be-
fore deciding.

In the neighbouring state 
of Meghalaya, coal mining 
is one of the most sensitive 
political, economic and en-
vironmental issues. Allega-
tions of extensive corrup-
tion and misgovernance 
have been swirling around 
for decades and the disap-
pearance of lakhs of tonnes 
of the mineral under the 
nose of officials earlier this 
year despite a court order 
provoked anger.

But when nearly 4,000 
tonnes of coal vanished last 
month and the state Excise 
Minister claimed it could 
have been washed away 
by heavy rains, derision 
replaced anger. The min-
ister, Kyrmen Shylla, said, 
“Meghalaya receives the 
highest rainfall. You never 
know... because of rain, 
the coal might have swept 
away. Chances are very 

high.” But then he appeared 
to back out, perhaps, be-
cause even he realised how 
absurd this sounded. “I 
cannot blame just the rain. 
It could be or it could not 
be. I really don't have any 
kind of details,” he said. But 
the issue is anything but 
funny. The National Green 
Tribunal banned coal min-
ing in the state in 2014, fol-
lowing a series of mining 
disasters in what is known 
as rat-hole mines, where 
miners have to crawl into 
poorly ventilated mines to 
dig out coal. Yet illegal min-
ing has persisted and, in 
the process, undermined 
the state's economy as it 
is untaxed; big names are 
said to be involved, but are 
only whispered about and 
never surface in the pub-
lic domain. According to 
the inquiry committee ap-
pointed by the high court 
to investigate illegal mining 

and transportation of coal, 
more than 1,500 coal de-
pots were to be inspected 
by state officials. Only a 
handful have been checked 
and Justice BP Katakey is 
exasperated by the slow 
pace of the work of the state 
government. “I find the 
progress in East Jaintia Hills 
(district) very slow and un-
satisfying, while the quan-
tity in other districts is very 
small,” he remarked.

Meghalaya depends on 
Central government funds 
to run its administrative 
machinery and projects and 
raises limited financial re-
sources of its own. However, 
some funding comes from 
what are euphemistically 
called EAPs or externally 
aided projects which are fi-
nanced by such lending in-
stitutions as the World Bank, 
the Asian Development 
Bank and the German devel-
opment organisation, GIZ.

Mohamed Adow

When delegates 
from around the 
world convened 

in Bonn, Germany, for the 
62nd session of the UN Cli-
mate Change Subsidiary 
Bodies, the specter of sov-
ereign debt loomed large. 
For African countries, in 
particular, debt is no lon-
ger a problem unfolding in 
parallel with escalating cli-
mate shocks and widening 
development deficits, but 
rather the key obstacle to 
effective crisis responses. 
Debt reform and climate 
finance are two sides of the 
same coin. According to the 
Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, Afri-
can countries owe $655 bil-
lion in external debt, while 
debt-service payments 
have more than doubled 
since 2010, driven by rising 
interest rates and currency 
depreciation. This year, the 
continent’s collective debt-
service bill will amount to 
a whopping $79 billion. In 
2023, 34 African countries 
spent more on debt service 
than on health or educa-
tion, let alone disaster relief 
or green infrastructure.

Comprehensive debt 
cancelation is a prereq-
uisite to progress on sus-
tainable development. But 
it is only the beginning. 
Shaped by colonial power 
dynamics, the global finan-
cial architecture is practi-
cally designed to entrench 
inequality. When issuing 
loans to developing econo-
mies, institutions like the 
International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank 
often impose conditions 
that constrain these coun-

tries’ fiscal space and hard-
wire austerity into domes-
tic policy. Short-term relief 
thus comes with long-term 
shackles. Many believe that 
mobilizing private invest-
ment is the key to clos-
ing the climate finance 
gap. “Derisking” climate 
finance and attracting pri-
vate capital through tools 
such as green bonds and 
blended finance are among 
the G20’s flagship priori-
ties. The decision on the 
New Collective Quantified 
Goal on Climate Finance, 
made at COP29 in Baku last 
year, likewise emphasizes 
the importance of private 
sector participation. South 
Africa, which assumed the 
G20 presidency in Decem-
ber 2024, has echoed this 
approach. For example, 
at the G20 finance minis-
ters’ meeting in February, 
South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa called on 
the private sector, together 
with international financial 

institutions and develop-
ment banks, to implement 
“innovative financing and 
insurance mechanisms” 
aimed at scaling up fund-
ing for disaster prevention 
and post-disaster recon-
struction.

But the private sector has 
long struggled to engage 
effectively in climate nego-
tiations or identify viable 
projects that serve climate, 
development and com-
mercial objectives simul-
taneously. Since the infra-
structure projects that are 
needed to strengthen cli-
mate resilience mature over 
a period of 20 to 30 years, 
countries need reliable ac-
cess to long-term finance. 
But credit markets operate 
on three to five-year time 
horizons, meaning that 
borrowers often end up 
scrambling for more capi-
tal, which can be both un-
predictable and expensive.

According to the ONE 
Campaign, the average in-

terest rate on bonds for Af-
rican countries in 2021 was 
5.78 percent, compared to 
1.14 percent on loans from 
the World Bank. These 
countries will pay $56 bil-
lion in additional interest 
over the lifetime of loans 
contracted in 2017 to 2021, 
compared to what they 
would have paid if they 
had borrowed at World 
Bank rates. The much-
touted “blended finance” 
model does not solve this 
problem, because it of-
ten combines public and 
private funds in ways that 
leave countries exposed to 
credit market risk.

The real issue is that pri-
vate finance is structurally 
biased against the Global 
South, owing partly to 
fundamental flaws in sov-
ereign risk assessments. 
If the private sector is to 
help close the climate fi-
nance gap without trap-
ping developing countries 
in cycles of repayment and 

dependency, we must first 
resolve the information 
asymmetries that enable 
credit rating agencies and 
institutional investors to 
define “risk” in ways that 
penalize developing econ-
omies. Ramaphosa — who 
has voiced support for re-
forming global credit-rat-
ing systems — should help 
spearhead this process.

At the same time, how-
ever, we must recognize the 
limits of private capital, par-
ticularly when it comes to fi-
nancing for adaptation and 
loss and damage. There is 
no substitute for a major ex-
pansion of grants and public 
financing. The responsibil-
ity for tackling biases in the 
global financial system falls 
on the entire international 
community not least the ad-
vanced economies that are 
now cutting their climate 
aid budgets. Nonetheless, 
African countries must take 
more responsibility for driv-
ing change.

Fair climate finance requires debt reform

Northeast’s battles: Land, coal & corruption
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Ayush health services reaching millions through National Ayush 

Mission and Arogya Mandirs: Union Minister Prataprao Jadhav
New Delhi, Aug 10 (GNS):  
Rashtriya Ayurveda Vidy-
apeeth (RAV), an autono-
mous institution under the 
Ministry of Ayush, hosted 
its 30th National Seminar 
on “Management of Illness 
& Wellness in Paediatrics 
through Ayurveda” at Scope 
Complex Auditorium, Lo-
dhi Road, New Delhi, today. 
The two-day event aims to 
advance holistic paediat-
ric healthcare by bringing 
together leading Ayurveda 
scholars, researchers, prac-
titioners, and students.

The inaugural session was 
attended by prominent dig-
nitaries, including Vaidya 
Devendra Triguna, Padma 
Shri & Padma Bhushan 
awardee; President, Gov-
erning Body, RAV; Prof. 
(Dr.) Manjusha Rajagopala, 
Director, All India Institute 
of Ayurveda; Vaidya Mukul 
Patel, Guru, CRAV, Govern-
ing Body Member, RAV and 
Vaidya Rakesh Sharma, Gov-
erning Body Member, RAV. 
Building upon the vision of 

Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi and the consistent 
guidance of Union Minister 
of State (I/C), Ministry of Ay-
ush, Shri Prataprao Jadhav, 
the first day of deliberations 
at the National Seminar re-
affirmed that Ayurveda’s 
wisdom can offer new di-
mensions to paediatric 
healthcare. Experts under-
lined that integrating time-
tested practices with mod-
ern scientific validation will 
not only help in preventive 

child healthcare but also in 
addressing emerging health 
challenges in a holistic 
manner. This convergence 
of knowledge will serve as 
a foundation for shaping 
resilient and healthier gen-
erations. Union Minister of 
State (I/C) for Ministry of 
Ayush, Shri Prataprao Jad-
hav said in a written mes-
sage, “Ayurveda has always 
placed child health as the 
cornerstone of a flourish-
ing society. This National 

Seminar is a timely initia-
tive to highlight Ayurveda’s 
comprehensive approach 
to both illness management 
and wellness promotion in 
paediatric care. The deliber-
ations here will enrich prac-
titioners, researchers, and 
students, advancing pae-
diatric healthcare through 
Ayurveda.”

Vaidya Devendra Triguna 
lauded Prime Minister Mo-
di’s leadership for elevating 
Yoga and Ayurveda globally 

and commended RAV for 
their focus on paediatric 
wellness. He acknowledged 
the contributions of All In-
dia Institute of Ayurveda 
in strengthening the Ayush 
sector. Prof. (Dr.) Manju-
sha Rajagopala highlighted 
that the Ministry of Ay-
ush has seen tremendous 
growth in public trust since 
its inception. She further 
express gratitude to robust 
government support and 
the dedication of Ayush 

professionals. Dr. Vandana 
Siroha, Director, RAV, in her 
address, reiterated the semi-
nar’s importance in realizing 
the vision of “Swasth Balak, 
Swasth Bharat,” and under-
scored Ayurveda’s paediatric 
branch, Kaumarbhritya, for 
its comprehensive approach 
to child wellness.

The event also saw the 
unveiling of a Souvenir and 
research Posters, symbol-
izing key achievements in 
paediatric Ayurveda. High-
lights of Day1:- Scientific 
presentations spotlighting 
evidence-based approach-
es in paediatric Ayurveda 
Poster sessions featuring in-
novative research by young 
scholars and practitioners 
Interactive dialogues on 
preventive and promotive 
child healthcare Academi-
cians, researchers, prac-
titioners, and students of 
Ayurveda participated in 
the national endeavour and 
contribute to shaping the 
future of paediatric health-
care through Ayurveda.

Prevention, not 
pills, key to obesity 
& diabetes: Dr. Singh

Ayurveda places child health at 
the cornerstone of a flourishing 

society: Prataprao Jadhav

Government Implements Comprehensive Measures to 
Boost Exports and Strengthen Domestic Manufacturing

“TDB backs Indigenous AI-Powered Blood 

Testing Device for Primary Healthcare”

New Delhi, Aug 10 (GNS): 
Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) for Sci-
ence & Technology, Earth 
Sciences, Minister of State 
PMO, Personnel, Pub-
lic Grievances, Pensions, 
Atomic Energy and Space, 
Dr. Jitendra Singh today ad-
dressed the launch of the 
book “The Weight Loss Rev-
olution Weight Loss Drugs 
and How to Use Them” au-
thored by eminent endocri-
nologist Dr. Ambrish Mithal 
along with Mr. Shivam Vij.

The event was graced by 
legendary cinema personal-
ity Sharmila Tagore and me-
dia baron Shobhana Bhartia. 
Dr. Jitendra Singh, himself a 
Professor of Medicine, re-
nowned Diabetologist and 
author of several books, 
said this book has come at 
the right time when India is 
witnessing a surge in obesity 
and the related metabolic 
disorders. While awareness 
and the right kind of infor-
mation needs to be propa-
gated, he cautioned against 
disinformation.

He underlined that India, 
once called the diabetes 
capital of the world, is now 
also emerging as the obesity 
capital, ranking third glob-
ally in childhood obesity.

Dr. Jitendra Singh, in 
his address, highlighted 
the growing health chal-
lenge of obesity and related 
metabolic disorders such 
as diabetes mellitus, dys-
lipidaemia, hypertension, 
coronary heart disease, 
and fatty liver disease. He 
pointed out that there is a 
sudden awakening across 
the country about these is-
sues and cautioned against 
the unchecked spread of 
disinformation through un-
scientific diet charts and fad 
regimens.

Diet prescriptions, the 
Minister stressed, must al-
ways be guided by scientifi-
cally validated principles of 
quantity, quality, and distri-
bution of food intake.

Emphasizing the need 
for “Indian data for Indian 
patients”, the Minister ob-
served that central obe-
sity—fat deposition around 
the abdomen—poses a 
more serious risk for Indi-

ans than Western popula-
tions. “Sometimes a simple 
inch tape around the waist 
may be more meaningful 
than a fanciful BMI chart,” 
he remarked. He also un-
derscored the importance 
of lifestyle interventions, 
referring to Indian stud-
ies that show regular yoga 
practice can reduce the in-
cidence of type-2 diabetes 
by up to 40%. He urged for 
greater integration of life-
style modification, modern 
medicine, and traditional 
practices to provide holistic 
solutions.

On the subject of emerg-
ing weight loss drugs such 
as Ozempic and Mounjaro, 
Dr. Jitendra Singh advised 
caution, noting that while 
global experience may be 
encouraging, clinical out-
comes often take decades 
to manifest. Drawing a par-
allel with the refined oils 
episode in India, he said 
hasty conclusions could be 
misleading.

Concluding his address, 
Dr. Jitendra Singh called for 
prevention-driven strate-
gies, particularly in view of 
India’s young demographic. 
With more than 70% of the 
population below the age 
of 40, he stressed that the 
country cannot afford to let 
their potential be compro-
mised by lifestyle diseases, 
and therefore, prevention 
must remain the mainstay of 
all future health programs.

Quoting Mark Twain, Dr. 
Jitendra Singh remarked 
that “economics is too seri-
ous a subject to be left to an 
economist,” adding that in 
the same way, diabetes and 
obesity are too serious to be 
left only to a Diabetologist. 
He emphasized that unless 
there is mass awareness, op-
timum outcomes in tackling 
these lifestyle diseases can-
not be achieved.

The Minister also praised 
Dr. Ambrish Mithal for pro-
ducing a timely and au-
thoritative book which, he 
said, will not only serve as a 
valuable guide for medical 
professionals but will also 
help the public sift through 
fact and misinformation in 
an age dominated by social 
media and quick fixes.

New Delhi, Aug 10 (GNS): 
Rashtriya Ayurveda Vidy-
apeeth (RAV), an autono-
mous institution under 
the Ministry of Ayush, 
hosted its 30th National 
Seminar on “Manage-
ment of Illness & Wellness 
in Paediatrics through 
Ayurveda” at Scope Com-
plex Auditorium, Lodhi 
Road, New Delhi, today. 
The two-day event aims 
to advance holistic pae-
diatric healthcare by 
bringing together leading 
Ayurveda scholars, re-
searchers, practitioners, 
and students.

The inaugural session 
was attended by promi-
nent dignitaries, includ-
ing Vaidya Devendra 
Triguna, Padma Shri & 
Padma Bhushan award-
ee; President, Govern-
ing Body, RAV; Prof. (Dr.) 
Manjusha Rajagopala, 
Director, All India Insti-
tute of Ayurveda; Vaidya 
Mukul Patel, Guru, CRAV, 
Governing Body Member, 
RAV and Vaidya Rakesh 
Sharma, Governing Body 
Member, RAV. Building 
upon the vision of Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi and the consistent 
guidance of Union Minis-
ter of State (I/C), Ministry 
of Ayush, Shri Prataprao 
Jadhav, the first day of 
deliberations at the Na-
tional Seminar reaffirmed 
that Ayurveda’s wisdom 
can offer new dimensions 
to paediatric healthcare. 
Experts underlined that 
integrating time-tested 
practices with modern 
scientific validation will 
not only help in preven-
tive child healthcare but 
also in addressing emerg-
ing health challenges in a 
holistic manner. This con-
vergence of knowledge 
will serve as a foundation 
for shaping resilient and 
healthier generations. 
Union Minister of State 
(I/C) for Ministry of 
Ayush, Shri Prataprao 
Jadhav said in a writ-
ten message, “Ayurveda 
has always placed child 
health as the cornerstone 
of a flourishing soci-
ety. This National Semi-

nar is a timely initiative 
to highlight Ayurveda’s 
comprehensive approach 
to both illness manage-
ment and wellness pro-
motion in paediatric care. 
The deliberations here 
will enrich practitioners, 
researchers, and stu-
dents, advancing paedi-
atric healthcare through 
Ayurveda.”

Vaidya Devendra Trigu-
na lauded Prime Minister 
Modi’s leadership for ele-
vating Yoga and Ayurveda 
globally and commended 
RAV for their focus on 
paediatric wellness. He 
acknowledged the con-
tributions of All India 
Institute of Ayurveda in 
strengthening the Ayush 
sector. Prof. (Dr.) Man-
jusha Rajagopala high-
lighted that the Ministry 
of Ayush has seen tre-
mendous growth in pub-
lic trust since its incep-
tion. She further express 
gratitude to robust gov-
ernment support and the 
dedication of Ayush pro-
fessionals. Dr. Vandana 
Siroha, Director, RAV, in 
her address, reiterated 
the seminar’s importance 
in realizing the vision of 
“Swasth Balak, Swasth 
Bharat,” and underscored 
Ayurveda’s paediatric 
branch, Kaumarbhritya, 
for its comprehensive ap-
proach to child wellness.

The event also saw the 
unveiling of a Souvenir 
and research Posters, 
symbolizing key achieve-
ments in paediatric 
Ayurveda. Highlights of 
Day1:- Scientific presen-
tations spotlighting evi-
dence-based approaches 
in paediatric Ayurveda 
Poster sessions featur-
ing innovative research 
by young scholars and 
practitioners Interactive 
dialogues on preven-
tive and promotive child 
healthcare Academi-
cians, researchers, prac-
titioners, and students of 
Ayurveda participated in 
the national endeavour 
and contribute to shap-
ing the future of paedi-
atric healthcare through 
Ayurveda.

New Delhi, Aug 10 (GNS):  It 
is the constant endeavour 
of the Government to boost 
India’s exports including 
promoting of MSME par-
ticipation in global trade 
though export incentives, 
trade promotion events, 
and digital platforms to 
streamline processes. A ma-
jor thrust has been placed 
on expanding market access 
through Free Trade Agree-
ments (FTAs). Notably, In-
dia signed the Comprehen-
sive Economic and Trade 
Agreement (CETA) with the 
United Kingdom on 24th 
July 2025, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in bilateral 
trade relations. Meanwhile, 
negotiations for the India-
European Union Free Trade 
Agreement is ongoing with 
an aim to conclude by end 
of the year.

To strengthen domestic 
manufacturing and export 
capabilities, the Govern-
ment has implemented 
Production Linked Incen-
tive (PLI) schemes for 14 key 

sectors including Electron-
ics, IT hardware, Pharma-
ceuticals, Bulk Drugs, High-
Efficiency Solar PV Modules, 
Automobiles & Auto Com-
ponents, White Goods, 
Telecom and Networking 
Products to enhance India's 
Manufacturing capabilities 
and Exports. These schemes 
have incentivized domes-
tic manufacturing, leading 
to increased production, 
job creation, and a boost 
in exports. They have also 
attracted significant invest-
ments from both domestic 
and foreign players.

To enhance the efficiency 
of logistics and reduce asso-
ciated costs across the coun-
try, the Government of India 
has launched landmark ini-
tiatives of National Logistics 
Policy (NLP) and PM Gati 
Shakti designed to stream-
line the movement of goods 
and people by addressing 
bottlenecks, improving co-
ordination among various 
stakeholders, and leverag-
ing technology for smarter 

logistics management. The 
PM Gati Shakti National 
Master Plan plays a pivotal 
role in the integrated de-
velopment of multimodal 
infrastructure to ensures 
seamless connectivity, fast-
er transportation, and op-
timized resource utilization 
for boosting economic pro-
ductivity and exports. Com-
plementing these efforts 
is the National Industrial 
Corridor Development Pro-
gramme (NICDP), a trans-
formative initiative aimed 
at establishing globally 
competitive manufacturing 
hubs with robust connec-
tivity to domestic and in-
ternational markets. These 
corridors are envisioned to 
catalyse industrial growth, 
attract investments, gener-
ate employment, and posi-
tion India as a key player in 
global supply chains. More-
over, technology tools like 
Logistics Data Bank have 
improved transparency and 
efficiency. Together, these 
initiatives represent a stra-

tegic vision to modernize 
India’s logistics ecosystem 
and industrial base, foster-
ing long-term economic 
growth and global competi-
tiveness.

Grassroots initiatives 
such as Districts as Ex-
port Hubs (DEH) and E-
Commerce Export Hubs 
(ECEHs) are enabling SMEs 
including start-ups to com-
pete globally through re-
duced costs and simplified 
regulations.

The Government has 
taken measures to pro-
mote exports from the dis-
tricts under the Districts 
as Export Hubs Initiative. 
It includes identification of 
the products and services 
with export potential in all 
the districts of the coun-
try in consultation with all 
stakeholders including the 
States/UTs. 

Under the Districts as 
Export Hubs initiative, 
district-level export pro-
motion committees are 
working to identify local 

products, address supply-
chain constraints and facili-
tate access to international 
markets. The approach is 
aimed at converting region-
al strengths in agriculture, 
handicrafts, textiles, engi-
neering goods and other 
sectors into sustainable ex-
port opportunities, while 
creating greater employ-
ment and income opportu-
nities at the local level.

The Government is also 
focusing on improving 
the participation of small 
businesses in digital com-
merce. E-commerce export 
hubs can help MSMEs ac-
cess overseas consumers 
without requiring them to 
establish extensive physi-
cal distribution networks. 
Simplified customs proce-
dures, digital documenta-
tion and improved logis-
tics are expected to make 
cross-border e-commerce 
more accessible to smaller 
exporters.

Greater integration with 
global value chains remains 

another important priority. 
Indian manufacturers are 
being encouraged to im-
prove product quality, adopt 
international standards and 
strengthen their technologi-
cal capabilities so that they 
can become reliable suppli-
ers to multinational com-
panies. This is particularly 
important in sectors such 
as electronics, pharmaceu-
ticals, automobiles, textiles, 
engineering and renewable 
energy.

The Government is also 
working to address chal-
lenges faced by exporters 
relating to finance, certifi-
cation, packaging and mar-
ket information. Easier ac-
cess to working capital and 
export credit, along with 
greater awareness of inter-
national standards and con-
sumer preferences, can help 
smaller enterprises expand 
beyond traditional markets. 
Such measures are particu-
larly important for first-time 
exporters seeking to estab-
lish a presence overseas.

New Delhi, Aug 10 (GNS): 
Founded by Mr. Sahil Jag-
nani and Mr. Ankit Choud-
hury, alumni of IIT Guwa-
hati, the company emerged 
from a multidisciplinary 
team of doctors, researchers, 
entrepreneurs, professors, 
and students working to 
develop affordable diagnos-
tic technologies for under-
served populations. Their 
collaborative R&D, initially 
supported by BIRAC, led to 
the creation of the Mobilab 
device—a portable, battery-
operated clinical chemistry 
analyzer, IoT-enabled and 
powered by AI/ML algo-
rithms, capable of testing 
over 25 parameters related 
to kidney, liver, heart, vita-
mins, and cancer.

The company holds a 
patent for “A transmittance-
based system/kit for point-
of-care quantification” 
transferred from IIT Guwa-
hati and has filed over six 
additional patent applica-
tions related to integrated 
mixers, assay development, 
centrifuges, and proprietary 

optical systems. The device 
has already undergone tri-
als on 10,000 patients and 
recently received a CDSCO 
manufacturing license.

The project will focus on 
enhancing the current pro-
totype (M1) to perform five 
tests simultaneously, reduc-
ing patient waiting time, and 
setting up commercial-scale 
manufacturing. This next-
generation Mobilab will 
include tests such as Hemo-
globin, Creatinine, Bilirubin, 
Cholesterol, Triglycerides, 
Uric Acid, Glucose, and GGT, 
among others. Speaking 
on the occasion, Sh. Rajesh 
Kumar Pathak, Secretary, 
TDB, stated: "Ensuring qual-
ity healthcare access in rural 
and remote regions is a na-
tional priority. This project 
not only addresses afford-
ability and accessibility but 
also demonstrates India’s 
capability in developing in-
digenous, AI-powered diag-
nostic solutions for primary 
healthcare." The promoters 
of Primary Healthtech Pvt. 
Ltd. expressed their grati-

tude, saying: "TDB’s support 
will accelerate our journey 
from lab innovation to large-
scale deployment. With Mo-
bilab, we envision bridging 
the healthcare gap for rural 
and underserved communi-
ties, ensuring that advanced 
diagnostics are available at 
the point of care, anywhere 
in India." This collaboration 
underscores TDB’s commit-
ment to fostering indige-
nous healthcare innovations 
aligned with Atmanirbhar 
Bharat and advancing India’s 
presence in affordable medi-
cal technologies globally.

The project is expected to 
strengthen India’s point-of-
care diagnostic ecosystem 
by reducing dependence 
on expensive laboratory in-
frastructure. Conventional 
clinical chemistry testing of-
ten requires centralised lab-
oratories, trained person-
nel and longer turnaround 
times, creating significant 
challenges for patients in ru-
ral and remote areas. A com-
pact and portable platform 
such as Mobilab could help 

bring essential testing closer 
to communities.

The AI and IoT-enabled ar-
chitecture of the device is de-
signed to support faster and 
more efficient diagnostic 
workflows. By combining au-
tomated testing with digital 
connectivity, the system can 
potentially enable health-
care providers to record, 
monitor and share diagnos-
tic results more effectively. 
This could be particularly 
useful in primary healthcare 
centres where access to ad-
vanced laboratory facilities 
remains limited. The simul-
taneous testing capability 
planned under the project is 
expected to improve opera-
tional efficiency at the point 
of care. Conducting multiple 
tests from a single patient 
sample can reduce waiting 
periods and help healthcare 
workers make quicker clini-
cal decisions. The expanded 
test menu will also allow the 
platform to address a broad-
er range of common health 
conditions and support rou-
tine screening.
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Union Cabinet Secretary discusses ‘Reform 
Utsav’ with state Chief Secretaries

Karrigutta to be developed as tourism hub 
with decline in Maoist activity, says DGP

Old City residents lose Metro 
Phase-II land stay after HC nod

CM Revanth Reddy participates in 
‘Maha Varuna Yagam’ at Nagarjuna Sagar

Hyderabad, Aug 10 (GNS):  
The Telangana High Court 
on Monday, August 10, al-
lowed the Hyderabad Air-
port Metro Limited (HAML) 
to resume land acquisition 
for the Metro Rail Phase-II 
project, vacating a stay it had 
granted in January 2025 that 
had put the process on hold.

Justice NV Shravan Ku-
mar passed the interim or-
der while hearing a petition 
filed by the Telangana gov-
ernment seeking to lift the 
stay. The court clarified that 
questions about the legality 
and procedural compliance 
of the acquisition process 
would be examined at the 
final hearing of the peti-
tion, but that the acquisi-
tion itself could proceed in 
the meantime, strictly in ac-
cordance with law. The case 
concerns land acquisition 
for the Metro Phase-II corri-
dor, which runs from MGBS 
to Chandrayangutta through 
Hyderabad’s Old City. Eight 
petitioners, mostly shop and 
property owners in the area, 
approached the court argu-
ing that the acquisition was 
being carried out in a way 

that was unfair to them.
They alleged that the gov-

ernment was acquiring sig-
nificantly more land from 
the left side of the road than 
the right, rather than taking 
equally from both sides as 
the road was widened from 
60 feet to 100 feet. They also 
challenged the compensa-
tion offered, saying rates as 
low as Rs 26,000 to Rs 81,000 
per square yard were far be-
low the actual market value 
of Rs 3 to 4 lakh per square 
yard in the area, and that 
their formal objections to the 
process had not been prop-

erly considered before the 
government proceeded with 
the acquisition. HAML coun-
tered that the alignment had 
been drawn up based on the 
officially approved city mas-
ter plan and verified through 
drone and satellite surveys. 
It argued that uneven con-
struction on both sides of the 
road made a perfectly equal 
split from both sides impos-
sible, as it would result in a 
zig-zag alignment. 

It added that compensa-
tion had been fixed through 
negotiations and that more 
than 300 of the 357 affected 

property owners had already 
accepted the awards and 
handed over possession of 
their properties. The court 
held that decisions on high-
way and metro alignment in-
volve technical and engineer-
ing expertise that courts are 
not in a position to second-
guess. It also held that block-
ing the project would harm 
the larger public interest by 
delaying a significant trans-
port infrastructure link for 
the city.  On those grounds, 
it vacated the stay and ad-
journed the matter for a fur-
ther hearing on the merits. 

Nagarjuna Sagar, Aug 10 
(GNS): Telangana Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy 
and his wife on Monday 
participated in the con-
cluding rituals of the ‘Maha 
Varuna Yagam’ organised 
by the state government at 
Vijay Viharam on the banks 
of the Krishna river, seeking 
abundant rainfall across the 
state. The day-long yagam 
was performed according 
to Vedic traditions, with 108 
Ruthviks from the Yadagi-
rigutta Sri Lakshmi Nara-
simha Swamy Temple con-
ducting homa rituals across 
11 Homa Kundas amid 
chanting of mantras and 
Vedic rituals. Priests con-
cluded the programme by 
performing Purnahuti (final 
oblation) in the presence of 
the Chief Minister.

Revanth Reddy prayed 
for abundant rainfall in the 
Krishna and Godavari river 
basins and sought bless-
ings for optimum water 

levels in projects including 
Srisailam and Nagarjuna 
Sagar, as well as full tanks 
and ponds across Telanga-
na. He also prayed for a rise 
in groundwater levels, good 
crop yields and prosperity 
for farmers and wished for 
the health and well-being 
of people in the state. Ir-
rigation and Civil Supplies 

Minister N Uttam Kumar 
Reddy and his wife also par-
ticipated in the yagam.

The government said the 
ritual was conducted in 
keeping with the traditional 
practice of performing ya-
gnas and pujas for rains, 
while also pursuing scientif-
ic assessments and planning 
related to rainfall and water 

management. Telangana 
Legislative Council Chair-
man Gutta Sukhender Red-
dy, Ministers Komatireddy 
Venkat Reddy and Konda 
Surekha, Government Ad-
visers K Keshav Rao and P 
Sudarshan Reddy, former 
Minister K Jana Reddy and 
other public representatives 
attended the programme.

Hyderabad, Aug 10 (GNS)  
union Cabinet Secretary T 
V Somanathan on Monday 
held a video conference 
with the Chief Secretaries of 
all states to discuss the pro-
posed ‘Reform Utsav’ initia-
tive of the Government of 
India aimed at strengthening 
citizen participation in the 
reform process. The initiative 
is proposed to be launched 
in October 2026 and seeks to 
identify citizens’ suggestions, 
deliberate on them, convert 
them into actionable re-
forms and implement them 
through a defined roadmap. 
The initiative will be imple-
mented in three phases. 
The preparatory phase will 
be held during August and 
September, focusing on es-
tablishing the governance 
framework, sensitisation and 
awareness campaigns.

The main Reform Utsav 
will be held from October 
to December. Jan Manthan 
(Discover) will be con-

ducted from October 1 to 
31 to identify issues and 
suggestions from citizens 
and stakeholders. Vimarsh 
(Deliberate) and Jan Sama-
dhan (Deliver) will run from 
October 10 to November 30, 
focusing on deliberation 
and delivery of quick wins 
and medium-term reforms.

Sankalp Siddhi will be 
conducted from October 
10 to December 20 through 
national and sub-national 
events to drive the reform 
agenda. The follow-up 
phase will begin from De-
cember 28 and focus on reg-
ular monitoring of structur-
al reforms and submission 
of ARTs as prescribed under 
the initiative. The Cabinet 
Secretary emphasised active 
participation of both Cen-
tral and state governments.

Each state will constitute 
a State Coordinative Com-
mittee headed by the Chief 
Secretary and appoint a 
State Nodal Officer to co-

ordinate implementation. 
Nodal arrangements will 
also be made at the district 
level. The initiative will pri-
marily be implemented 
through concerned state line 
departments and ministries 
to ensure that reforms are 
translated into concrete ac-
tion at the field level. The 
Centre will launch a dedi-
cated ‘Reform Utsav Portal’ 
for participation, collection 
of suggestions, monitor-
ing and coordination of ac-
tivities. The portal will be 
made available in regional 
languages to facilitate wider 
citizen participation.

From Telangana, Chief 
Secretary Sanjay Jaju and 
senior officials, including 
Naveen Mittal, Stephen Ra-
vindra, B Papi Reddy, An-
udeep Durishetty, Ahmed 
Nadeem, Mahesh Dutt 
Ekka, Gourav Uppal, Swathi 
Lakra, Devasena and Divya 
Devarajan, participated in 
the video conference.

Mulugu, Aug 10 (GNS):  
Telangana Director General 
of Police (DGP) C V Anand 
on Monday visited Karrigut-
ta, once considered a major 
Maoist stronghold along the 
Telangana-Chhattisgarh-
Odisha border, and said the 
region would be developed 
as a tourism destination 
with improved basic infra-
structure following the res-
toration of peace. Anand 
inspected ongoing road 
construction works in the 
remote forest area and un-
furled the national flag.

He also released white 
doves as a symbol of peace, 
marking the transformation 
of the region once affected 
by Left Wing Extremism.

Senior officials from the 
Police, CRPF, Forest, Rev-
enue and other departments 
accompanied the DGP dur-
ing the visit, highlighting the 
government's focus on de-
velopment in the region fol-
lowing the decline in Maoist 
activity. Addressing the me-
dia, Anand said coordinated 
operations by the Telangana 
Police, Greyhounds, special 
police forces, CRPF, CoBRA 
units and Chhattisgarh Po-
lice had significantly weak-

ened Maoist activities in the 
region. He said nearly 700 
Maoists had surrendered 
during Operation Kagar, 
while several senior Maoist 
leaders were killed in en-
counters and others had re-
turned to the mainstream.

Only a few Central Com-
mittee-level leaders re-
mained active across the 
country, he added. The DGP 
said the state government 
was implementing reha-
bilitation measures for sur-

rendered Maoists, including 
financial assistance, land 
allotment and livelihood op-
portunities, besides moni-
toring their reintegration 
into society.

Anand said Karrigutta had 
considerable tourism po-
tential and the government 
planned to develop the area 
in accordance with envi-
ronmental and legal norms. 
Road connectivity was being 
improved and blacktopping 
would be taken up shortly. 

Electricity, mobile connectiv-
ity and other basic amenities 
would also be provided to fa-
cilitate tourism, he said. Dur-
ing the visit, Anand distribut-
ed essential commodities to 
Gutti Koya families residing 
near the Pamuru camp and 
assured them of continued 
government support.

He also lauded the role of 
the Central Reserve Police 
Force in anti-Maoist opera-
tions, noting that CRPF per-
sonnel had been working 
alongside state police forces 
for decades in difficult ter-
rain. Anand said personnel of 
the CRPF's 196 Battalion con-
tinued to serve in challenging 
conditions for months away 
from their families and their 
commitment and profession-
alism had played an impor-
tant role in restoring peace 
in the region. Additional 
DGP Sanjay Jain, IG Chandra 
Shekhar Reddy, Intelligence 
IG Karthikeya, SIB SP Sindhu 
Sharma, Mulugu Collector 
Borkade Hemanth Sahad-
eorao, Mulugu SP Sudhir 
Ramnath Kekan, District For-
est Officer Vikas Meena, CRPF 
officers and officials from the 
Revenue, Tourism and other 
departments were present.

BJP to intensify 
agita  on against Cong 
govt's 'an  -people 
policies' a  er Aug 
Hyderabad, Aug 10 (GNS)  
Telangana BJP President N 
Ramchander Rao on Monday 
announced that the party 
would intensify its agitation 
after August 15 against what 
he described as the Congress 
government's "anti-people 
policies" and alleged fail-
ures in implementing its 
promises. Addressing me-
dia persons at the BJP state 
headquarters here, Rao al-
leged that the Congress gov-
ernment had failed to fulfil 
its commitments to people 
even after nearly three years 
in power. He criticised the 
state government's response 
to issues involving depart-
ments such as HYDRAA and 
said the administration had 
remained inactive despite 
observations made by the 
High Court against certain 
officials.

Calling it a "failure of ad-
ministration", Rao alleged 
that the Revanth Reddy-led 
government had also mis-
led courts on certain issues. 
Rao said the BJP would 
continue its fight against 
policies of the government 
and questioned why HY-
DRAA had not taken action 
to recover more than 300 
acres of alleged encroached 
government land in Bala-
pur and Nadergul areas.

SCR GM reviews monsoon 
preparedness, stresses safety
Secunderabad, Aug 10 (GNS) 
South Central Railway (SCR) 
General Manager Sanjay Ku-
mar Srivastava on Monday 
conducted a Safety Review 
Meeting here to assess the 
zone's preparedness for un-
interrupted and safe train 
operations during the mon-
soon. The meeting was at-
tended by Additional Gen-
eral Manager Satya Prakash, 
principal heads of depart-
ments and Divisional Railway 
Managers of Secunderabad, 
Hyderabad and Nanded di-
visions through video confer-
encing. Srivastava reviewed 
monsoon preparedness mea-
sures with emphasis on track 
quality and maintenance.

He directed field staff to 
conduct thorough ballast 

checks to ensure track stabil-
ity during heavy rainfall, with 
particular attention to newly 
commissioned bridges, road 
under bridges (RUBs) and 
railway lines during their first 
monsoon season.

He instructed railway staff, 
contractors and agencies to 
strictly follow safety proto-
cols in all activities related to 
train operations and stressed 
the need for immediate re-
porting of even minor incon-
veniences to enable prompt 
corrective action.

The General Manager also 
directed officials to make 
preventive arrangements, 
including trenching and bar-
ricading at vulnerable loca-
tions, to safeguard train op-
erations.


