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Assam Flood: NDRF evacuates over 4,000 
as rescue operations continue

Guwahati, July 24 (GNS): 
Rescue and evacuation op-
erations continued across 
flood-hit parts of Assam on 
Friday, with the National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) intensifying flood 
water rescue (FWR) efforts 
amid heavy rainfall and ris-
ing river levels, officials said.

According to official fig-
ures, NDRF teams have so 
far rescued 59 people, evacu-
ated 4,037 residents to safer 
locations, rescued 48 live-
stock and recovered six bod-
ies from flood-affected areas 
of the state. The rescue per-
sonnel have been deployed 
in vulnerable districts where 
inundation caused by swol-
len rivers has disrupted nor-
mal life, with teams carrying 

out round-the-clock opera-
tions using boats and spe-
cialised rescue equipment.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma said 
the rescue and evacuation 
drive was being carried out 
in close coordination among 
various agencies to ensure the 
safety of affected residents. 

“Rescue and evacuation op-
erations continue in close 
coordination across affected 
areas. My compliments to 
NDRF personnel for their un-
wavering commitment,” CM 
Sarma said in a post on X. The 
Chief Minister also shared 
the latest operational figures 
of the NDRF, highlighting 

the scale of the ongoing res-
cue mission in flood-ravaged 
districts. Officials said NDRF 
personnel remain on high 
alert and are being assisted by 
the State Disaster Response 
Force (SDRF), district ad-
ministrations, police, fire and 
emergency services, and local 
volunteers.

The coordinated effort is 
focused on rescuing strand-
ed people, shifting vulner-
able families to relief camps 
and ensuring the safety of 
livestock. Several low-lying 
areas continue to remain 
submerged following inces-
sant rainfall and the steady 
rise in water levels of major 
rivers, affecting transporta-
tion and disrupting daily life 
in many districts. 

CM directs Indiramma Houses to be built 
within residential areas in Hyderabad

Rahul Gandhi alleges pellet gun use on students

Hyderabad, Jul 24 (GNS) 
Telangana Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy today di-
rected officials to ensure 
that Indiramma houses 
planned in Hyderabad's 
core urban region are con-
structed within existing 
residential areas so that 
beneficiaries do not lose 
access to employment and 
livelihood opportunities.

Chairing a review meet-
ing on the Indiramma 
Housing Scheme, the Chief 
Minister instructed offi-
cials to identify and utilise 
unused government lands 
within the Outer Ring Road 
(ORR), particularly those 
belonging to the Police, 
Revenue and Transport de-
partments. He said alterna-
tive land could be allotted 
to these departments else-
where to facilitate the hous-
ing project.

Emphasising that houses 
located far from residential 
localities could remain un-
occupied due to livelihood 
constraints, Revanth Reddy 
said the flats should be built 
close to workplaces to en-
sure that the urban poor 
continue to have access to 
jobs and essential services.

Officials informed the 
Chief Minister that land had 
already been identified in 
several constituencies. He 
directed them to expedite 
the process of identifying 
additional unused govern-
ment land for the project.

The government plans to 
construct Indiramma flats 
with a total area of about 
528 sq ft, including a 400 
sq ft carpet area. Each unit 
is estimated to cost around 
Rs 11 lakh, of which the gov-
ernment will provide a sub-
sidy of Rs 5 lakh and bear 

the entire land cost, while 
beneficiaries will contrib-
ute the remaining Rs 6 lakh.

In the first phase, 7,680 
flats will be constructed 
across 17 Assembly constit-
uencies, including Rajen-
dranagar, Maheshwaram, 
Serilingampally, Ibrahim-
patnam, Malkajgiri, Nam-
pally, Khairatabad, Jubilee 
Hills, Karwan, Bahadurpu-
ra, Amberpet, Kukatpally, 
Medchal, Quthbullapur, 
Sanathnagar, Secunder-
abad Cantonment and 
Malakpet.

Ministers Ponguleti 
Srinivas Reddy and Pon-
nam Prabhakar, senior of-
ficials, including DGP C.V. 
Anand, and representatives 
of the Housing, Revenue 
and HMDA departments 
attended the review meet-
ing, according to an official 
statement.

Centre, CJP hold fresh 
talks over NEET row

NDA accuses opposition of 
avoiding Parliament Debate

New Delhi, July 24 (UNI): 
Union Ministers J.P. Nadda 
and Dr Jitendra Singh held 
discussions with the Cock-
roach Janata Party (CJP) 
spokespersons in the na-
tional capital on Friday, in 
a fresh bid to address their 
grievances over the NEET 
paper leaks and demands 
regarding the resignation 
of the Education Minister.

The meeting, lasting 
nearly two hours, how-
ever, remained inconclu-
sive, with CJP staying firm 
on one of its demands. 
J.P. Nadda and Dr Jiten-
dra Singh represented the 
government while the CJP 
was represented by two of 
its spokespersons, Saurav 
Das and Ashutosh Ranka. 
The talks took place at the 
Constitution Club of India.

Speaking to the media 
after the meeting, Union 
Minister Nadda said, “The 
meeting went on for almost 
two hours. They had three 
main demands and five re-
form suggestions. We have 
told them that we will meet 
them again tomorrow.” 

“Talks happened in a cor-
dial atmosphere. We heard 
their grievances in detail,” 
he added. The CJP, on the 
other hand, remained ada-
mant and refused to budge 
on its demand for the resig-
nation of Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan.

“The govt has sought time 
till tomorrow afternoon on 
our demand for Dharmen-
dra Pradhan’s resignation. 
They have agreed on the two 
demands — one of compen-
sation for families of NEET 
aspirants who died by sui-
cide and withdrawal of legal 
cases on students,” CJP’s 
Ashutosh Ranka told the 
media. This was round two 
of the Centre-CJP talks and 
came a day after Dr Jitendra 
Singh’s appeal for discus-
sions to end the stalemate. 
The Minister of State in the 
PMO, while making an ap-
peal to the CJP on Thursday, 
said that the government’s 
doors are open for talks 24/7 
and the protesting group 
could decide the time and 
hours of discussion as per 
their convenience.

New Delhi, July 24 (GNS):   
Scaling up his attack on the 
students’ stir, Leader of the 
Opposition (LoP) in Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on Fri-
day accused the Centre of 
“speaking lies” over the al-
leged use of pellet guns on 
students protesting under 
the banner of the Cockroach 
Janta Party (CJP) at Jantar 
Mantar. Rahul, with pellet 
gun victim Sahil by his side, 
claimed that the latter suf-
fered grievous injuries in 
the police crackdown dur-
ing the CJP’s ‘Chalo Sansad’ 
march on July 20, asserting 
that pellet guns were used 
to crush peaceful dissent.

Showing his injuries to 
the press, Rahul said this 
was “visual proof” of a bra-
zen crackdown on students 
and demanded that the 
Centre, rather than deflect-
ing, come clean on the is-
sue. “The government has 
been denying that pellets 
were fired. But here is the 
proof,” said the Congress 
MP while lifting the victim’s 
T shirt to show alleged pel-

let wounds on his face, right 
arm and upper body. Pellets 
allegedly hit the 19 year old 
Sahil during Monday’s pro-
test march and subsequent-
ly treated in hospital, having 
suffered injuries to his eye.

Rahul, intensifying his 
tirade against the Centre, 
claimed that pellets were 
fired at Sahil when he was 
waving the Tricolour and 

demanding his rights as 
a student. “Pellets hit my 
brother while he was waving 
the national flag. He can-
not see from his right eye 
as pellets have hit it. There 
is uncertainty over whether 
he will regain his vision,” he 
told reporters.

He said the peaceful pro-
test, despite attempts to 
crush it, remains steadfast 

in its goal and purpose.
The alleged use of pellet 

guns during the clampdown 
has snowballed into a major 
controversy, with concerns 
raised about police excess-
es in quelling the protests. 
The firing of pellets, alleg-
edly by Rapid Action Force 
(RAF) personnel, has called 
for deeper scrutiny of the 
force’s handling of public 

demonstrations. The force 
is understood to have initi-
ated a verification exercise 
into the allegations, with 
multiple reports pointing to 
pellet use during the Delhi 
stir. Rahul, further speak-
ing to the press, reiterated 
students’ and the Opposi-
tion bloc’s demands, which 
include removing the Edu-
cation Minister, taking ac-
tion against those who in-
flicted injuries on students, 
and an apology from Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, af-
firming that their demands 
remain firm and non nego-
tiable. Rallying behind the 
students, he said they have 
been on the streets for de-
mands that are rightfully 
their own, but the govern-
ment was being “insensitive 
and intolerant.”

Repeating calls for the 
ouster of the minister, he 
said: “The man who is re-
sponsible for the education 
system must be sacked. 
Dharmendra Pradhan is a 
criminal Education Minis-
ter. He must go.”

Demands Dharmendra Pradhan’s Resignation

New Delhi, July 24 (GNS):  
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) leaders on 
Friday accused the Op-
position of acting irre-
sponsibly and avoiding 
a discussion on the ex-
amination paper leak is-
sue, even as Parliament 
witnessed another day 
of disruptions during the 
Monsoon Session. Union 
Minister Rajiv Ranjan (La-
lan) Singh alleged that the 
Opposition’s conduct was 
undermining democratic 
functioning and claimed 
that the protest move-
ment had been amplified 
through social media ac-
counts operating from 
Pakistan.

“The attitude of the op-
position itself is irrespon-
sible. If the opposition re-
mains irresponsible, where 
will democracy be? You 

have now seen that this 
entire movement — more 
than 480 social media 
handles are being oper-
ated from Pakistan,” Lalan 
Singh said.

Union Minister Giriraj 
Singh accused Opposi-
tion leaders of attempting 
to derive political mileage 
from the issue and con-
trasted their approach with 
that of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.

“Rahul Gandhi, Kejri-
wal, whether it is Akhilesh 

Yadav, these are political 
celebrations — they think 
they got a good opportu-
nity. The Prime Minister 
remained sensitive and 
stood with the children. 
More than 22 lakh children 
appeared for the exams, 
and now they are prepar-
ing for admission. He talk-
ed about a strict law and 
also spoke about fast-track 
courts. Modi ji is standing 
with the children, and the 
country is watching,” Giri-
raj Singh said. 

15 States, UTs Implement 
Tourist Police Scheme

New Delhi, July 24 (GNS):  
Union Tourism Minister 
Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat told the Rajya Sabha 
on Friday that as many 
as 15 states and Union 
Territories (UTs) have 
deployed dedicated Tour-
ist Police to create a safer 
ecosystem for visitors.

Shekhawat said Telan-
gana, Andhra Pradesh, 
Delhi, Goa, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Maharashtra, Him-
achal Pradesh, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, 
Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, 
Sikkim and Uttar Pradesh 
have deployed Tourist Po-
lice to strengthen the on-
ground safety mechanism 
for travellers and visitors. 
Replying to a query from 
Chandrakant Handore, the 
Union Minister added that 
the Bureau of Police Re-
search and Development 

(BPR&D) commissioned 
a study on Tourist Police 
Scheme and formulated 
a comprehensive report 
for developing a compre-
hensive framework and 
uniform implementation 
of Tourist Police scheme 
across all states/UTs.

Shekhawat clarified 
that there has been no 
special financial pack-
ages/assistance provided 
by the Union Ministry to 
states and UTs for set-
ting up dedicated Tourist 
Police units. He said that 
the Ministry of Tourism 
through the Indian Insti-
tute of Tourism and Travel 
Management (IITTM) got 
a study conducted to un-
derstand the requirement 
of Tourist Police and sen-
sitising the Tourist Police 
towards the needs of the 
tourists.

Shimla, July 24 (UNI): A 
massive landslide of rocks 
dislocated from a mountain 
hit a Tata Sumo with 15 peo-
ple onboard in Himachal 
Pradesh’s remote, rugged 
Pangi Valley in Lahaul-Spiti 
district on Friday, killing 
13 people, including a six-
month-old infant. The area 
has been witnessing heavy 
rainfall for the past many 
days. The vehicle caught 
fire after it came under de-
bris of the mountain that 
collapsed near Karunallah 
on the Udaipur-Pangi road. 

Himachal landslide kills 
, including infant
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A 
recent report titled ‘Towards Resilient & Prosperous Cities’, prepared jointly 

by the World Bank with the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs and 

Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR), covering 24 cit-

ies, has estimated that by 2050, India’s urban population would nearly double and reach 

951 million and 70 percent of all employment would be generated in metros. While ex-

treme heat has been projected in 25 large cities,the heat-treated fatalities are expected 

to double. In addition, surface floods are expected to rise between 75 and 100 percent 

in the above period.Without intervention, annual losses from stormwater or pluvial 

flooding are projected to rise from the current $4 billion to $5 billion by 2030 and could 

reach $14–30 billion by 2070 due to ongoing urbanisation and climate impacts.

Not just this report, but Indian cities have been in the news for various reasons as 

high population density over the past few decades has posed an array of critical chal-

lenges. But India is not alone as most countries have been witnessing this dilemma. 

The growth of cities in India has been largely unplanned, leading to a myriad of prob-

lems and an urban mess that demands immediate attention. Though the cities face 

diverse problems, very little attempt has been made to tackle these challenges, mainly 

due to resource constraints faced by most state governments.

The lack of rural development has witnessed influx of people from the villages and 

semi-urban areas over decades in search of employment but most, if not all cities, do 

not have the infrastructure to cope with the increasing population growth. One of the 

most glaring consequences of unplanned urban growth is the strain it places on exist-

ing infrastructure. Basic amenities like potable water supply, sanitation and transporta-

tion struggle to keep up with the escalating demands of an ever-expanding population. 

The result is an overburdened infrastructure that fails to meet the needs of its residents, 

leading to increased congestion, inadequate services, and a diminished quality of life.

Unplanned urban growth has given rise to a significant increase in traffic congestion. 

With limited road networks and an unchecked surge in the number of vehicles, com-

muting has become a daily struggle in many cities. Traffic snarls not only waste valu-

able time but also contribute to increased fuel consumption, environmental pollution, 

and health hazards. The absence of comprehensive public transportation systems and 

proper planning further exacerbates the problem. But the most crucial aspect of the 

traffic problem is the rapid increase in accidents, specially in the metros and big cities, 

which occur almost daily.

It’s worth noting that among metros, Kolkata has the highest vehicular density with 

over 2446 vehicles per kilometre of road. The city has around 46 lakh vehicles plying on 

1850 km of road space while Delhi has substantially more vehicles (1.52 crore) and has 

around 34,000 km of toads, giving it a vehicular density of less than 400 per kilometre. 

As regards Kolkata, it can easily be said that over 40 percent of vehicles, most trucks do 

not follow environmental norms and, as such, emit black fumes. Thus, air pollution in 

all the metros and big cities has emerged as a severe problem in recent years, primarily 

due to large number of transport vehicles and even private buses emittingobnoxious 

fumes and polluting the environment. One can easily notice emissions from these ve-

hicles which contribute to increased air pollution and environment and greatly affect 

those living in slums, squatter settlements and pavements. Greenhouse gas emissions 

are found to contribute up to 70 percent from the urban sector, though this occupies a 

negligible per cent of the earth’s surface.

The other aspect of city life, at least in India, is frequent flooding, which even the 

World Bank report has pointed out. According to environmentalists, governments must 

conserve water bodies that are buffer zones. The loss of hundreds of lakes and ponds 

has contributed to the increase in urban flooding. Some of them have stated the urgent 

need of cleaning up water bodies, preserving open areas, creating sponge parks and re-

viving stepwells to lower flooding. Cities are aware of the problem but due to financial 

constraints can do much in this regard.

Whether it is Delhi, Kolkata or Mumbai, quantum jump in residential cover, eating up 

farmland or vacant areas has hampered percolation of flood water. Down south Chen-

nai is focusing on desilting and cleaning water bodies, stormwater drains and catch 

pits, while Delhi will soon have a drainage master plan, as per municipal officials. Ur-

ban flooding is a serious threat to public health in India. Large cities often experience 

spikes in dengue, typhoid, chikungunya, and leptospirosis, whenever water collects or 

is contaminated. Reports from CMC Vellore and other institutes indicate that India had 

1 crore cases of typhoid fever in 2021, half of the world-wide total that year.

All the problems witnessed in cities are obviously due to the rapid influx of people 

into cities that has resulted in a severe shortage of housing facilities with large sections 

of the population residing in slums. While recognised slums are a little better, squatter 

settlements are in a pitiable condition as they do not have the necessities of life and 

majority of metros and big cities are plagued with this problem.

In such a situation, urban living has become a nightmare for most people. With the 

density of population increasing every year added to the high levels of pollution, the 

lack of potable drinking water for a significant section of the population, the increase in 

slums and squatter settlements, uncontrolled diseases with overcrowding of hospitals 

have all contributed to make city life not all that comfortable. There is little greenery in 

the metros and big cities, making life even more miserable for old people.

But thinking about the future and the huge population that would invade cities urban 

survival is imperative and this would depend on a massive infrastructural overhaul in 

terms of infrastructure and transportation. Huge investments are obviously called for 

but small steps like solar roof-top, systematic waste collection and management and 

low-carbon services are the need of the hour in the coming years to make cities live-

able. The report warns: Indian cities will be unable to reach their full potential if they 

stayed on their current development trajectory. They are highly vulnerable to climate 

impacts because of the heavy concentration of people and assets and limited capacity 

to manage the impacts. The government must heed and read the writing on the wall.

Indian Cities’ Potential 
‘Change Growth Trajectory’

Ravi Kant

Having recently 
overtaken Japan 
with a population 

of 125 million, India with a 
population size of 1.46 bil-
lion has captured the rank 
of 4th largest economy by 
the measure of Nominal 
GDP – or Gross Domestic 
Product calculated at cur-
rent market prices. Further 
as per a report published 
by Morgan Stanely, India 
is set to become world’s 
third largest economy by 
2028 measured on the same 
scale and may see our gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
double to 10.6 trillion by 
2035. But is nominal GDP a 
true reflection of a country’s 
real economic strength?

The answer is not actu-
ally, as Nominal GDP rep-
resents the total monetary 
value of all goods and ser-
vices produced in a country 
in a specific period without 
adjusting for inflation. It is 
widely used as a basic in-
dicator of a country’s eco-
nomic size. While it is an 
important economic mea-
sure, nominal GDP alone 
is not a comprehensive in-
dicator of a country’s and 
countrymen’s real strength. 
Let’s explore why.

Global Economic Rank-
ing: It reflects the total 
market value of a country’s 
output and is used to rank 
economies (e.g., U.S. is No. 
1, India is No. 4 in 2025). It 
is important for interna-
tional influence, foreign 
investment, and member-
ship in global forums (G20, 
IMF quotas, etc.).

Monetary Comparison: 
It compares absolute eco-
nomic size in dollar terms 
and helps global investors, 
institutions, and policy-
makers allocate resources 
and assess market poten-

tial. Why Nominal GDP 
Is Not Enough Inflation 
Distorts Reality: Nominal 
GDP increases can be driv-
en by inflation, not actual 
increase in production. If 
prices rise but output stays 
the same, nominal GDP 
will grow – giving a false 
impression of economic 
strength.

No Insight into Living 
Standards: High GDP does 
not mean high per capita 
income or quality of life. 
For example, India has a 
large nominal GDP but 
relatively low per capita in-
come compared to smaller 
economies like Switzerland 
or Norway. Quantitatively 
we might have taken over 
Japan in absolute terms 
of nominal GDP but Hu-
man Development Index 
measured as a result of per 
capita GDP remains quite 
low in India.

Ignores Income Inequal-
ity: Nominal GDP says 
nothing about wealth dis-
tribution. A country may 

be rich overall but still 
have large segments of its 
population living below 
poverty line. For example 
total GDP in Japan distrib-
uted among 12.5 crores 
gives them a high stan-
dard of living and sense of 
richness when compared 
with our GDP distributed 
among 146 crores. Doesn’t 
Account for Purchasing 
Power: It doesn’t reflect 
how far money goes within 
a country. That’s why GDP 
at Purchasing Power Parity 
(PPP) is often a better mea-
sure for comparing living 
standards across countries.

Excludes Sustainability 
and Informal Economy: It 
doesn’t measure envi-
ronmental sustainability, 
health, or education qual-
ity. In developing econo-
mies like ours, a large part 
of economic activity re-
mains informal and often 
underreported while men-
tioning nominal GDP.

Better Indicators of “Real 
Economic Strength”

Real GDP – Real GDP 
adjusts for inflation, using 
constant prices from a base 
year. Real GDP provides a 
more accurate measure of 
economic growth because 
it eliminates the impact of 
price changes.

GDP per Capita – It 
measures average income 
along with standard of liv-
ing. GDP per capita means 
Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP) divided by the 
population of a country or 
region. It represents the av-
erage income or economic 
output per person, offer-
ing a way to gauge the eco-
nomic prosperity of a na-
tion while accounting for 
its population size.

PPP GDP – It reflects cost 
of living and real purchas-
ing power which further 
determines how much 
happy the population is.

Human Development 
Index (HDI) – It combines 
GDP with health and edu-
cation indicators deter-
mine their standards being 

enjoyed by the population 
of the country. Gini Coef-
ficient – It is a measure of 
statistical dispersion in-
tended to represent the 
income inequality, the 
wealth inequality, or the 
consumption inequality 
within the country.

Global Competitiveness 
Index / Ease of Doing Busi-
ness – It reflects economic 
potential and systemic ef-
ficiency. Hence nominal 
or gross GDP is useful, 
especially for comparing 
the size of economies in 
dollar terms and attracting 
investment. However, it is 
not a complete measure of 
real economic strength, as 
it overlooks inflation, pur-
chasing power, income in-
equality, and quality of life.

To truly assess a coun-
try’s economic strength, 
a multi-dimensional ap-
proach is needed – com-
bining real GDP, per capita 
income, PPP, and social 
indicators like education, 
health, and sustainability.

Dinesh C Sharma

THE ongoing mon-
soon season has 
witnessed above-

normal rainfall across the 
country, in line with the 
forecast of the India Me-
teorological Department. 
There has been heavy rain-
fall in many states, with 
hilly regions reporting rain-
triggered disasters like land-
slides and flashfloods. The 
Himalayan belt — Himach-
al Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Jammu and Kashmir — has 
seen persistent, widespread 
and intense rainfall. One of 
the worst disasters of the 
season has occurred at Dh-
arali in Uttarkashi district, 
where flashfloods suppos-
edly caused by a cloudburst 
have led to the loss of lives 
and property. It is a grim re-
minder of the danger of un-
bridled development in the 
ecologically fragile region.

In the plains too, the 
monsoon is causing havoc, 
with major cities report-
ing flooding of roads, ca-
sualties and collapse of old 
structures. Social media 
is flooded with images of 
killer traffic jams due to wa-
terlogging; cars and trucks 
going down in sink holes 
on city roads and highways; 
schoolchildren and office-
goers stranded for long 
hours; and tragic incidents 
such as electrocution. Some 
newly built airport build-
ings have not withstood in-
cessant rains. Affected cities 
like Bengaluru, Hyderabad, 
Chennai and Mumbai are 
hubs of significant eco-
nomic activity and centres 
of outsourcing activities.

Brushing aside rain-relat-
ed impacts as ‘nature’s fury’ 

would be fallacious. What 
Indian cities are experienc-
ing during the monsoon is 
an accumulated and com-
bined result of poor urban 
planning, neglect of basic 
infrastructure, violation of 
municipal regulations, ero-
sion of green and open ar-
eas, large-scale concretisa-
tion, etc. On top of all this 
we have climate change — 
which itself is a man-made 
phenomenon. For decades, 
scientists have been warn-
ing of a rise in extreme rain-
fall events as a result of cli-
mate change.

An extreme weather 
event occurs when the 
amount of rain or snow ex-
perienced in one location 
substantially exceeds the 
normal quantum, as is hap-
pening in many of our cit-
ies. The average rainfall for 
a city or region may remain 
within the normal range, 
but some days or places 
get high rainfall in a short 
time, resulting in waterlog-
ging and local flooding. The 
situation is only going to 
worsen as India is urbanis-
ing at a rapid pace. Nearly 
one billion Indians would 

be living in cities by 2050, as 
per current projections. But 
Indian cities will be unable 
to reach their full potential 
if they stay on their current 
development trajectory, 
warns a recent report from 
the World Bank. Indian cit-
ies, according to the re-
port, are highly vulnerable 
to climate impacts due to 
high human density and 
massive concentration as-
sets. Cities are facing higher 
climate impacts and disas-
ters compared to villages 
as they depend on highly 
interconnected systems. 
When key infrastructure 
like a highway or electric-
ity grid breaks down, it 
can cause a chain reac-
tion resulting in cascading 
infrastructure failure and 
paralysing the city. Flooding 
can cause road closure and 
disrupt traffic flow, affect 
electricity lines and lead to 
economic losses, as being 
seen currently. Going by the 
monsoon chaos every year, 
it is clear that our cities are 
ill-prepared for the twin 
challenges of further urban-
isation and climate change. 
They have limited capacity 

to manage these impacts. 
Their planning and man-
agement systems are un-
able to keep pace with rapid 
urbanisation, climate im-
pacts and the demand for 
development and services.

The existing systems are 
outmoded — in many cases, 
they date back to the Brit-
ish and princely eras. For 
instance, the drainage and 
stormwater system for Hy-
derabad was designed a 
century ago by Sir M Visves-
varaya for a population of 
about five lakh. The system 
was considered modern at 
that time and accounted for 
future growth and concerns 
like aesthetics and urban 
planning. Hyderabad was 
considered a city of lakes and 
gardens with a well-connect-
ed natural drainage system. 
All this has got destroyed due 
to rapid expansion of physi-
cal infrastructure and high 
density of population. The 
result is flooding.

This is pretty much the 
story of every major In-
dian city. Many cities are 
along the coast or in the 
floodplains of major and 
minor rivers. Urbanisa-

tion increases imperme-
ability, making areas with 
previously low flood risk 
prone to flooding. Cities are 
encroaching upon flood-
plains. Between 1985 and 
2015, built-up or settlement 
area grew by 82 per cent in 
flood-safe areas and 102 per 
cent in high flood-risk areas, 
according to the World Bank 
report. Stormwater-related 
or pluvial (surface water) 
flooding risk is projected 
to rise manifold due to the 
combined effect of climate 
change and urbanisation.

The solution lies in pre-
paring our cities to be cli-
mate-resilient. For this, we 
need city-specific climate 
action plans. At present, 
these efforts are fragmented. 
All states have generic state 
action plans, most of which 
are poorly implemented or 
just remain on paper. The 
challenges of urban areas 
are varied, requiring an in-
tegrated approach. Specific 
strategies need to be devised 
to address urban flooding, 
based on the local risk pro-
file. Similar action plans are 
needed for hilly areas.

Cities need watershed-
based flood protection plans 
to regulate floodplain de-
velopment and stormwater 
management. Urban author-
ities must prioritise invest-
ments in drains and flood 
embankments, and in pro-
tection or creation of open 
spaces that can absorb flood 
water or sustainable urban 
drainage systems.  Chennai 
has made a start in develop-
ing a city-specific Climate 
Action Plan based on risk as-
sessment. Kolkata is working 
on a flood forecasting and 
early warning system.

Is GDP enough?

Firm up action plan to tame flood fury
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India & UAE Commit to Deepening Defence Partnership 
at 13th Joint Defence Cooperation Committee Meeting

Women Empowered to Start Businesses, 
Boost Incomes: Shivraj Singh Chouhan

New Delhi, July 24 (GNS): 
Union Minister for Agricul-
ture, Farmers’ Welfare and 
Rural Development, Shri 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, 
today stated that loans 
worth over 11 lakh crore 
have been disbursed to 
women Self-Help Groups 
(SHGs) through formal fi-
nancial institutions under 
the Deendayal Antyodaya 
Yojana – National Rural 
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-
NRLM). This milestone 
reflects the central gov-
ernment’s strong commit-
ment under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Shri Na-
rendra Modi towards in-
clusive rural development, 
financial empowerment of 
women, and fostering self-
reliance at the village level.

The Union Minister ex-
plained that under the 
Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment’s DAY-NRLM, rural 
poor women across the 
country are strengthening 
their livelihoods through 
robust community insti-

tutions. Through SHGs, 
they are being provided 
collateral-free loans, inter-
est subsidies, and other fi-
nancial support, enabling 
them to start their own 
businesses and increase 
their incomes. A repay-
ment rate of over 98% 
clearly demonstrates the 
initiative’s credibility, dis-
cipline, and efficient man-
agement.

Appreciating the bank-
ing community’s support 
in this regard, Shri Shivraj 
Singh said that banking 
partners have played a re-
markable role in turning 
the dreams of millions of 
rural women into reality. 
The tireless efforts of ‘Bank 
Sakhis’ have facilitated 
SHG-bank linkage and en-
sured timely loan repay-
ment. He further said that 
the main contribution of 
this banking partnership is 
the provision of easy loans 
to SHGs under the priority 
sector lending, along with 
accessible banking services 

for SHG members through 
simplified processes. The 
initiative also promotes 
Aadhaar and mobile seed-
ing of bank accounts and 
enhances financial literacy.

The Minister added that 
repayment systems are be-
ing strengthened in the 
country. ‘Bank Sakhis’ are 
increasingly assisting with 
transactions, loan applica-
tions, and documentations, 
as well as creating aware-
ness about insurance, pen-
sions, and other financial 
schemes. Moreover, the 
Community Based Repay-
ment Mechanism (CBRM) 
is being fortified to ensure 
timely loan recovery under 
this significant programme.

Shivraj Singh concluded 
by saying that central gov-
ernment initiatives like 
DAY-NRLM and ‘Lakhpati 
Didi’ are transforming the 
economic status of millions 
of women in rural India. 
This achievement is not 
merely a statistic but a sym-
bol of collective.

New Delhi, July 24 (GNS): 
India and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) reaf-
firmed their commitment 
to strengthening bilateral 
defence cooperation dur-
ing the 13th India-UAE Joint 
Defence Cooperation Com-
mittee (JDCC) meeting, held 
at the Secretary level for the 
first time, in New Delhi on 
July 30, 2025. The meeting 
was co-chaired by Defence 
Secretary Shri Rajesh Kumar 
Singh and UAE’s Under Sec-
retary of Defense, Lt General 
Ibrahim Nasser M. Al Alawi, 
who is leading a high-level 
defence delegation on a 
two-day official visit to In-
dia. Both sides agreed to el-
evate defence ties to match 
the growing momentum in 
areas such as trade, invest-
ment, and people to people 
relations.

The two sides agreed to 
enhance military training 
cooperation and discussed 
their respective training re-
quirements. India offered to 
provide customised training 

courses tailored to the UAE’s 
needs. They also agreed to 
cooperate on maritime se-
curity through sharing of in-
formation.

In a bid to explore new 
avenues of defence collabo-
ration, both countries held 
discussions on training co-
operation, defence industri-
al partnerships, and Service-
to-Service engagements. 
They agreed to pursue joint 
manufacturing initiatives, 
including models similar to 
the collaboration between 
ICOMM (India) and CARA-
CAL (UAE) for small arms 
production. The potential 
for co-developing next gen-
eration defence technolo-
gies in emerging areas such 
as Artificial Intelligence was 
also discussed, alongside 
opportunities in shipbuild-
ing including refits and up-
grades, and maintenance of 
common platforms. A Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
was signed between the Indi-
an Coast Guard and the UAE 
National Guard to establish 

a framework for enhanced 
cooperation in search and 
rescue operations, pollution 
response, anti-piracy efforts, 
and related maritime secu-
rity domains.

In the run-up to the JDCC, 
India and UAE also held the 
4th Army-to-Army, 9th Na-
vy-to-Navy, and inaugural 
Air-to-Air Staff Talks from 
July 28-29, 2025. These de-
liberations focused on en-
hancing military exercises, 
training, and Subject Matter 
Expert Exchange.

The UAE delegation is 
scheduled to call on the 
Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri 
Sanjay Seth on July 31, 2025, 
and will participate in the 
2nd India-UAE Defence In-
dustry Partnership Forum, 
co-inaugurated by the UAE 
Under Secretary and India’s 
Secretary (Defence Produc-
tion) Shri Sanjeev Kumar.

India and UAE share a ro-
bust and growing defence re-
lationship, underpinned by 
the Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership established dur-

ing the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi’s landmark 
visit to the UAE in 2015. In-
dia’s upcoming participation 
in the Dubai Air Show in No-
vember 2025 is set to further 
reinforce this momentum.

The meeting highlighted 
the shared commitment of 
India and the UAE towards 
maintaining peace, stability, 
and security in the Indian 
Ocean Region and the wider 
Gulf region. Both sides rec-
ognised the importance of 
closer coordination in ad-
dressing emerging security 
challenges, including mari-
time threats, transnational 
crimes, and evolving geopo-
litical dynamics.

The two countries also 
reviewed ongoing defence 
engagements and expressed 
satisfaction with the prog-
ress made through regular 
military exchanges, joint 
exercises, and institutional 
mechanisms. They empha-
sised the need to further 
strengthen interoperability 
between their armed forces 

through increased opera-
tional cooperation and ex-
change of expertise.

India and the UAE have 
been steadily expanding 
their defence industrial co-
operation, with both na-
tions exploring opportuni-
ties for technology transfer, 
research and development, 
and investment partner-
ships. The discussions fo-
cused on encouraging great-
er participation of defence 
companies from both coun-
tries to build resilient supply 
chains and support innova-
tion in the defence sector.

The successful conclusion 
of the JDCC meeting reaf-
firmed the strong strategic 
partnership between India 
and the UAE. Both sides ex-
pressed confidence that en-
hanced defence cooperation 
would further contribute 
to regional security while 
opening new avenues for 
collaboration in advanced 
military technologies, de-
fence production, and ca-
pacity building.

Hails National AI Mission, Celebrates Women-
Led Startups as Pillars of New India

Vietnam’s VinFast kicks off operations 
at Electric Vehicle plant in Tamil Nadu

New Delhi, July 24 (GNS): 
Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) for Sci-
ence & Technology, Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh, today delivered 
an inspiring keynote address 
at “The Week” magazine’s 
“Education Conclave”, calling 
upon the students to be good 
“learners” to harness the pow-
er of rapidly evolving.

The Minister urged the na-
tion’s youth to rise to the de-
mands of a rapidly changing 
technology landscape. He 
urged students to keep pace 
with emerging tools like Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI), while 
emphasizing the equal impor-
tance of Human Intelligence 
(HI) —creativity, emotional 
insight, and ethical reasoning. 
“Technology is evolving faster 
than ever before, but it must 
not override our human val-
ues. An optimal combination 
of AI and HI will define the 
next wave of innovation,” Dr. 
Jitendra Singh stated.

The Minister hailed India’s 
National AI Mission, noting 
that India is now on an equal 
pedestal with other leading 

nations in AI technology de-
velopment. He cautioned, 
however, against over-depen-
dence on machines and ad-
vocated for a hybrid model of 
learning and governance that 
balances algorithmic efficien-
cy with human empathy.

Dr. Jitendra Singh high-
lighted India’s growing role 
in global scientific collabora-
tions, particularly in space 
exploration, climate tech, and 
biotechnology. He stated that 
Indian scientists and startups 
are now active partners in in-
ternational missions and in-
novation challenges, thanks 
to initiatives such as BIRAC 
(Biotechnology Industry Re-
search Assistance Council) 
and IN-SPACe (Indian Na-
tional Space Promotion and 
Authorization Center), which 
facilitate student and private-
sector participation. “Today, 
we don’t just witness rocket 
launches—we bring 15,000 
to 20,000 students to witness 
them live. We are building sci-
entific temperament at scale,” 
he emphasized. To make sci-
entific research a preferred 

career path, Dr. Jitendra Singh 
underlined the government’s 
efforts through the Anu-
sandhan National Research 
Foundation (NRF), expanded 
fellowships, and structured 
mentorship programs. He 
pointed to an ongoing shift 
away from traditional career 
tracks like engineering and 
medicine, with students in-
creasingly drawn toward bio-
tech, clean energy, quantum 
computing, and robotics.

“Research is no longer the 
preserve of PhDs—it starts in 
school. Our mentorship pro-
grams help teachers identify 
and nurture potential early,” 
he said. Marking the near 
completion of five years of 
the National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020, Dr. Jitendra Singh 
celebrated the policy’s trans-
formative impact on subject 
choice, aptitude-based learn-
ing, and interdisciplinary 
education. He noted that NEP 
has created space for stu-
dents to discover and realign 
their strengths, especially 
post-Class 10, allowing a shift 
from rigid tracks to purpose-

driven learning.
Highlighting the criti-

cal role of women in India’s 
startup ecosystem, Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh described women-
led development as one of 
the defining pillars of Viksit 
Bharat. “Women are no lon-
ger just participating—they 
are leading, and that lead-
ership is reshaping India's 
innovation story,” he re-
marked. Responding to stu-
dent concerns about access 
and equity, Dr. Jitendra Singh 
emphasized the govern-
ment's focus on bridging the 
digital and scientific divide. 
Through rural outreach pro-
grams, digital access mod-
els, and schemes targeted at 
marginalized communities, 
the government is ensuring 
that geography no longer 
limits ambition.

He recounted the story of 
a young girl from a terror-
affected district in Kashmir 
who cracked the civil ser-
vices exam by self-studying 
for 14 hours a day using only 
digital tools — a testament to 
the power of accessible.

Chennai, July 24 (GNS):
Vietnamese Electric Vehicle 
(EV) major VinFast on Mon-
day officially inaugurated its 
assembly plant at Thoothu-
kudi in Tamil Nadu, kicking 
off the move that will see a 
phased investment of up to 
Rs 16,000 crore.  In its ini-
tial phase, the plant has a 
capacity to assemble 50,000 
SUVs of its two premium 
electric SUV models the VF 
6 and VF 7. The plant is scal-
able up to 150,000 units an-
nually to meet the rising de-
mand as the company aims 
to develop Thoothukudi as 
an export hub.

VinFast sees the plant, 
backed by Tamil Nadu’s ro-
bust infrastructure, skilled 
labour, and port access, 
playing a key role as a car 
export hub for South Asia, 
the Middle East, and Africa.

“This project will seed 
an entirely new industrial 
cluster in southern Tamil 
Nadu,” said state Indus-
tries Minister T.R.B. Raaja, 
noting its role in India’s 
manufacturing ambitions. 

VinFast recently also began 
work on a $200 million as-
sembly plant in Indonesia 
and is expanding into Thai-
land and the Philippines 
as well. VinFast sold nearly 
97,000 vehicles in 2024, 
which was three times its 
previous year’s total, cater-
ing mainly to the domestic 
market in Vietnam.

VinFast opened its first 
showroom in India at Guja-
rat’s Surat on July 27 as the 
company looks to tap the 
growing market for elec-
tric cars in the country. The 
showroom will showcase 
the company’s electric SUV 
variants VF 6 and VF 7 which 
will be launched as right-
hand drive variants for the 
first time. The company 
plans to open 35 dealer-
ships across 27 cities in the 
country by the year-end. 
The company is entering 
India’s fast-growing EV mar-
ket, which remains largely 
dominated by home-grown 
Tata Motors and Mahindra 
in the affordable segment 
and Hyundai and MG Motor 

in the premium category.
While India sold over six 

million EVs in 2024, four-
wheel passenger vehicles 
made up only 2.5 per cent of 
that total. The Vietnamese 
EV maker has formed part-
nerships with RoadGrid, 
myTVS, and Global Assure 
to provide charging and 
after-sales services across 
India. The company has 
also joined hands with BatX 
Energies to promote battery 
recycling and establish a 
circular battery value chain, 
reinforcing its commitment 
to sustainable innovation.

Earlier this month Elon 
Musk-run Tesla launched 
its Model Y in India with 
price starting at Rs 59.89 
lakh with its first show-
room in Mumbai. Tesla, will 
be importing the Model Y 
as a completely built unit 
(CBU), from its manufac-
turing facility at Shanghai 
in China.

The inauguration of 
VinFast’s Tamil Nadu fa-
cility marks a significant 
milestone in India’s efforts 

to attract global electric 
vehicle manufacturers and 
strengthen its position as a 
major automobile produc-
tion destination. The proj-
ect is expected to generate 
employment opportunities, 
boost local manufacturing 
capabilities, and encourage 
the development of sup-
porting industries in the 
region.

The company aims to le-
verage India’s growing EV 
ecosystem by increasing 
localisation of components 
and collaborating with do-
mestic suppliers. VinFast’s 
investment is also expect-
ed to contribute to Tamil 
Nadu’s existing automobile 
manufacturing base, which 
includes a wide network 
of vehicle manufacturers, 
component makers, and 
technology providers.

With India targeting 
faster adoption of electric 
mobility, global automakers 
are increasingly looking at 
the country as both a con-
sumer market and a manu-
facturing hub. 

Net direct tax collection surges after
reduction of corporate tax rates: Minister

Centre implements reforms to 
boost business & investments

IRDAI slaps Rs 5 cr penalty on 
Policybazaar for various violations

New Delhi, July 24 (GNS): 
The net direct tax collec-
tion saw strong growth in 
FY25 at Rs 22,26,375 crore, 
a 13.48 per cent year-on-
year growth, as there has 
been an overall increase in 
collections after reduction 
of the corporate tax rates 
with effect from Assess-
ment year (AY) 2020-21, the 
Parliament was informed. 

Since FY 2021-22, the 
growth in net direct tax 
collection has been ro-
bust, Minister of State for 
Finance, Pankaj Chaud-
hary, told the Lok Sabha 
in a written reply. The to-
tal revenue impact on ac-
count of tax benefits ex-
tended to companies was 
Rs 88,109.27 crore and Rs 
98,999.57 crore (projected) 
in FY 2022-23 and FY 2023-
24, respectively.

"The above tax benefits 
have the impact of mak-
ing the corporates com-
petitive and encouraging 
investment and, therefore, 
economic growth," the 

minister said. To encour-
age startups, initiatives 
taken have resulted in an 
increase in the number of 
startups claiming deduc-
tion under Section 80IAC 
of the Income Tax Act from 
328 in AY 2022-23 to 877 in 
AY 2024-25.

Further, the number of 
companies covered under 
Section 80JJAA in respect 
of employment of new 
employees has increased 
from 2,838 in AY 2022-23 
to 3,644 in AY 2024-25, said 
Chaudhary. "The specific 
incentives are provided 
in the Income-tax Act 
through the Finance Bill. 
The initiatives taken have 
led to the generation of 
employment, an increase 
in tax revenue and over-
all economic growth," he 
noted. In order to create a 
globally competitive busi-
ness environment for do-
mestic companies, attract 
fresh investment and create 
employment opportunities, 
section 115BAA and section 

115BAB were introduced in 
the Income Tax Act through 
the Taxation Laws (Amend-
ment) Act, 2019.

The impact of Section 
115BAB is reflected in a 
significant growth of new 
manufacturing companies 
from 2,928 in AY 2022-23 
to 7,185 in AY 2024-25, ac-
cording to the minister.

India's total gross direct 
tax collections (before ad-
justing for refunds) have 
more than doubled in the 
last five years, reflecting 
the high economic growth 
and improved tax compli-
ance in the country, which 
has been encouraged with 
the introduction of the new 
digital technology.

The government high-
lighted that the rise in di-
rect tax collections reflects 
improved compliance, 
widening of the taxpayer 
base, and increased use of 
technology-driven systems 
in tax administration. Digi-
tal initiatives such as on-
line filing, data analytics.

New Delhi,  July 24 (GNS):  
The government has con-
sistently undertaken wide-
ranging reforms to improve 
the business environment, 
attract investments, and 
promote economic growth, 
the Parliament was in-
formed on Monday, as the 
country is projected to 
clock GDP growth in the 
range of 6.3 per cent to 6.8 
per cent in the current fiscal 
(FY26). 

These measures include 
initiatives undertaken un-
der the Ease of Doing Busi-
ness programme, compris-
ing the Business Reform 
Action Plan (BRAP), Busi-
ness-Ready assessment, 
Jan Vishwas, and Reducing 
Compliance Burden on 
Businesses and Citizens, 
said Minister of State for 
Finance, Pankaj Chaud-
hary, in a written reply to a 
question in the Lok Sabha.

As per the latest avail-
able Provisional Estimates 
of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) released by the Min-

istry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation, 
GDP at constant prices is 
estimated to have grown 
by 6.5 per cent in 2024-25.

This growth was primar-
ily driven by robust perfor-
mance in the construction 
sector (9.4 per cent), public 
administration, defence 
and other services (8.9 per 
cent) and financial, real es-
tate, and professional ser-
vices (7.2 per cent).

Looking ahead, the Eco-
nomic Survey 2024-25 has 
projected GDP growth for 
the year 2025–26 in the 
range of 6.3 per cent to 6.8 
per cent. The government 
has undertaken a series of 
initiatives to attract greater 
domestic and foreign in-
vestment, focusing on ro-
bust capital expenditure, 
infrastructure develop-
ment, financial sector re-
forms, and enhancing the 
ease of doing business.

The Union Budget 2025–
26 identifies investment as 
one of the four key engines 

of growth. Complementary 
measures include credit 
guarantee schemes, the 
Production-Linked Incen-
tive (PLI) Scheme, and the 
creation of a strong skilling 
ecosystem.

The government stated 
that continuous reforms 
in regulations, digital in-
frastructure, and admin-
istrative processes have 
helped improve investor 
confidence and strengthen 
India's position as a pre-
ferred investment desti-
nation. Measures aimed 
at reducing compliance 
requirements have eased 
the burden on businesses 
and encouraged entrepre-
neurship.  The focus on in-
frastructure development 
and capital expenditure 
has remained central to the 
government's growth strat-
egy. Investments in roads, 
railways, ports, logistics, 
and digital connectivity are 
expected to improve pro-
ductivity and create new 
opportunities.

New Delhi, July 24 (GNS): 
Insurance sector regulator 
IRDAI has slapped a Rs 5 
crore penalty on online in-
surance platform Policyba-
zaar over violating several 
charges under various pro-
visions of the Insurance Act 
and IRDAI (Insurance Web 
Aggregators) Regulations, 
2017.  The penalty amount 
should be remitted by the 
insurance web aggregator 
(IWA) within a period of 45 
days from the date of receipt 
of this order, according to 
an IRDAI order. The order 
stated that key managerial 
personnel (KMPs) and em-
ployees of the web aggre-
gator are allegedly having 
directorships in other com-
panies without prior IRDAI 
approval. “In addition, it is 
also observed that the Presi-
dent, Head of Operations, 
Director General Insurance 
Business, and BU Head were 
holding the position of the 
directorship in other enti-
ties,” the order read.

Apart from regulatory 

breaches, Policybazaar has 
been found guilty of alleg-
edly promoting products in 
a biased manner, and rank-
ing various insurance prod-
ucts are top or best without 
"making available any ma-
terial to the prospects to 
make an informed choice".

"IWA apologised for not 
taking the prior approval of 
the Authority. Post Personal 
Hearing, the IWA submitted 
that current Principal Officer 
and Key Managerial Person-
nel (KMPs) are not holding 
directorship in any other 
company," it further added. 
The IWA regulations require 
that the domain names of 
primary or secondary, or 
product category-specific 
websites are owned and reg-
istered in the name of the 
IWA. "However, it is noticed 
that the website of policy-
bazaar.com is owned by its 
holding company. IWA has 
paid a license fee @ 5 per cent 
of the revenue to the holding 
company for the usage of the 
domain name. 
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Telangana CM orders setting up of bureau for traffic management, road safety

Taxpayers are partners in nation-building: 
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla

Dy CM Bhatti calls for Singareni's diversifi cation 
into critical minerals, assures full Govt backing

Hyderabad, July 24 (GNS)  
Telangana Governor Shiv 
Pratap Shukla on Friday 
said taxpayers are the back-
bone of India's develop-
ment and described tax 
payment as a significant 
contribution towards na-
tion-building rather than 
merely a legal obligation.

Addressing the 167th In-
come Tax Day celebrations 
as the chief guest here, the 
Governor said honest tax-
payers were the "silent ar-
chitects" of India's progress 
and highlighted the role of 
taxation in supporting in-
frastructure development, 
national security and wel-
fare programmes.

Shukla said India's tradi-
tion has always viewed tax-
ation from a scientific and 
welfare-oriented perspec-
tive, where revenue collect-
ed from citizens is utilised 
for the benefit of society. 
Referring to the country's 
development milestones, 
including modernisation 
of defence capabilities, 

construction of rural roads 
and space missions such 
as Chandrayaan and Ga-
ganyaan, the Governor said 
these achievements were 
supported by the contribu-
tions of taxpayers.

Appreciating the trans-
formation of the Income 
Tax Department, he said 
initiatives such as face-
less assessments, e-pro-
ceedings and faster refund 
mechanisms had improved 
transparency and taxpayer 
services. He also praised 
programmes like 'Vivad Se 
Vishwas' for strengthening 
trust between taxpayers 
and the department.

Describing Hyderabad as 
a major hub for innovation, 
information technology, 
pharmaceuticals and start-
ups, Shukla said the contri-
bution of Telangana's youth 
was playing an important 
role in India's economic 
growth. 

He expressed confidence 
that the vision of 'Viksit 
Bharat–2047' could be 

achieved through expan-
sion of the tax base and 
greater voluntary tax com-
pliance.

The Governor urged In-
come Tax officials to main-
tain taxpayer trust and 
dignity while encouraging 
citizens to take pride in 
contributing taxes, stating 
that every rupee paid con-
tributes to building a stron-
ger and self-reliant India.

On the occasion, Shukla 
presented awards to In-
come Tax Department 
officials for outstanding 
performance in tax collec-
tion and released the de-
partment's magazine "Tax 
Spark."

The programme was at-
tended by Principal Chief 
Commissioner of Income 
Tax, Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana, Suresh Battini; 
former CBDT Chairman 
K.V. Chowdary; senior In-
come Tax officials, em-
ployees, representatives of 
taxpayers' associations and 
Chartered Accountants.

Hyderabad, July 24 (GNS) 
Telangana Deputy Chief 
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka 
on Friday assured full gov-
ernment support for the 
expansion and modernisa-
tion of Singareni Collieries 
Company Limited (SCCL), 
urging the coal major to 
diversify beyond coal min-
ing into critical and rare 
earth minerals to remain 
competitive in the evolving 
global energy sector.

Chairing a review meet-
ing with senior Singareni 
and GENCO officials at Ko-
thagudem, Bhatti said the 
growing adoption of solar, 
wind, pumped storage, hy-
drogen and battery energy 
storage technologies over 

the next 15–20 years would 
gradually reduce depen-
dence on coal.

He suggested that Sin-
gareni explore mining of 
lithium, cobalt and other 
critical minerals and partic-
ipate in mineral block auc-
tions in countries such as 
Australia and South Africa. 

Describing the 130-year-
old Singareni as the "soul 
of Telangana," he said the 
public sector company 
must improve efficiency, 
reduce operational costs, 
maintain high coal quality 
and strengthen coal wash-
eries to compete effectively 
with private players in the 

wake of increasing privati-
zation of the coal sector.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister directed the manage-
ment to involve workers 
and trade unions in pre-
paring a long-term sustain-
ability plan, stating that the 
company's profitability is 
crucial for safeguarding 

the future of thousands of 
employees' families.

Bhatti also criticised the 
previous BRS government 
for allegedly failing to se-
cure new coal blocks and 
neglecting long-term plan-
ning for thermal power 
projects. He said the Con-
gress government had ex-
pedited land acquisition 
and forest clearances for 
the Naini Block in Odisha 
and the Tadicherla-II proj-
ect. He further instructed 
that future Board meetings 
should focus on the com-
pany's expansion strategy 
and on preparing a com-
prehensive 10-year road-
map with clear implemen-
tation timelines.

Hyderabad, July 24 (GNS)  
Telangana Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy on Friday di-
rected officials to establish 
a dedicated bureau for traf-
fic management and road 
safety in the state. He stated 
that a comprehensive study 
of the transportation system 
should be conducted, and 
the bureau for traffic man-
agement and road safety 
should have an institutional 
structure. The Chief Minister 
reviewed traffic management 
and road safety in Telangana 
with senior officials.

According to the Chief 
Minister’s Office (CMO), he 
instructed officials to con-
duct reviews every 2 or 3 
months on the measures to 
be taken for traffic stream-

lining.He told officials that 
merely enforcing regulations 
is not the solution to traf-
fic issues; instead, greater 
emphasis should be placed 
on traffic management and 
streamlining. They were 
asked to devise traffic man-
agement plans that take into 
account weather conditions, 
work schedules, and peak 
traffic hours. It was empha-
sised that necessary studies 
regarding traffic manage-
ment should be conducted 
before creating new infra-
structure. The Chief Minis-
ter noted that a significant 
number of accidents occur 
due to vehicles stopping on 
the Outer Ring Road (ORR), 
citing recent accidents as ex-
amples. He directed officials 

to implement preventive 
measures and ensure con-
tinuous monitoring to stop 
vehicles from parking hap-
hazardly on the ORR.

He observed that traffic 

congestion is worsening in 
the core urban region be-
cause motorists frequently 
have to stop at closely spaced 
traffic signals. He called for 
the construction of under-

passes and elevated corridors 
wherever necessary to create 
a signal-free traffic system in 
the city. He advised ensuring 
continuous vehicle move-
ment at signals to prevent 

traffic stagnation as much as 
possible and ordered officials 
to study the implementation 
of a smart signalling system.

At another review meeting, 
Chief Minister Revanth Red-
dy instructed officials to take 
strict action for drug control 
in the state. Stating that the 
government is taking the is-
sue of drug control seriously, 
he called for implementa-
tion of stringent regulations 
to crack down on the drug 
menace.

The Chief Minister direct-
ed that educational institu-
tions be held accountable for 
drug control, suggesting that 
declarations be obtained 
from students and that man-
agements be made respon-
sible. He suggested that prin-

cipals of respective schools 
and colleges be held liable 
for drug-related issues in 
government educational in-
stitutions. He asked officials 
to consider framing rules 
that would make the man-
agement responsible for any 
drug-related incident occur-
ring within the campus.

The Chief Minister also 
instructed officials to estab-
lish a system to identify and 
report drug-related activi-
ties taking place outside the 
campuses. He ordered mea-
sures to ensure that manage-
ments set up special units to 
monitor and detect changes 
in student behaviour.

The CM suggested explor-
ing the installation of toll-
free numbers and dedicated 

QR codes within educational 
premises to facilitate the re-
porting of drug-related infor-
mation. He outlined a three-
stage approach for drug 
prevention in educational 
institutions: first, identifying 
drug users and helping them 
overcome their addiction; 
and second, punishing those 
who supply drugs.

Officials were instructed 
to send individuals caught 
using drugs for the first time 
to de-addiction centres and 
to consider imposing severe 
penalties on those caught re-
peatedly.

The Chief Minister also 
directed officials to examine 
the possibility of enacting 
new legislation to deal strict-
ly with the drugs menace.

Centre govt betrayed aspirations of students, 
unemployed youth: KTR

Hyderabad, July 24 (GNS)   
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) working president 
K.T. Rama Rao on Friday ac-
cused the Modi government 
of betraying the aspirations 
of millions of students and 
unemployed youth while 
refusing to take responsibil-
ity for repeated examina-
tion irregularities. He said 
the country was witnessing 
a dangerous trend in which 
those demanding account-
ability were being targeted 
instead of those responsible 
for failures.

KTR was addressing a 
massive gathering of stu-
dents and youth at Indira 
Park in Hyderabad to express 
solidarity with students pro-
testing in New Delhi.

He demanded the resig-

nation of Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han, holding him morally 
accountable for repeated 
examination irregularities 
and the Centre’s failure to 
safeguard students’ inter-
ests. He urged the Union 
Government to engage in 
meaningful dialogue with 
the agitating students in-
stead of resorting to repres-
sion and intimidation.

KTR said the overwhelm-
ing participation reflected 
growing anger against the 
Centre’s handling of issues 
affecting young people, par-
ticularly the NEET paper 
leak and the alleged crack-
down on student protests.

He asserted that the 
youth’s voice cannot be si-
lenced through force or in-

timidation and that every 
attempt to suppress demo-
cratic dissent would only 
strengthen the movement.

Calling upon the youth to 
remain united and demo-
cratic in their struggle, KTR 
said the fight was not merely 
against paper leaks or re-
pression, but for justice, ac-
countability and the future 
of India’s youth. The BRS 
leader asked Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi not to 
underestimate Gen Z and 
youth, saying the voice of 
India is changing and a new 
generation of ideas is re-
shaping the nation’s politics.

Citing the examples of 
Nepal and Sri Lanka, KTR 
remarked that when youth 
unite, they can bring down 
governments. He predicted 

that this generation, un-
afraid of death, will rise and 
challenge the government.

He alleged that while 
the Centre was suppress-
ing the voices of students 
and youth, Telangana Chief 
Minister Revanth Reddy 
was helping divert public 
attention from the Centre’s 
failures. KTR said instead 
of leading a united fight 
against the Centre on an is-
sue affecting students across 
the country, the Telangana 
Chief Minister had chosen 
to target the BRS for political 
gains. He accused Revanth 
Reddy of double standards, 
of avoiding confrontation 
with the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) while attempting 
to divert attention by attack-
ing the opposition.

TG Horticulture Dept to conduct 

urban farming training on July 26
Mahesh Kumar Goud slams KTR

Hyderabad, July 24 (GNS) 
The Telangana Depart-
ment of Horticulture will 
organise a one-day train-
ing programme on urban 
farming at the Telangana 
Horticulture Training In-
stitute (THTI), Red Hills, 
here on July 26 under the 
"Mana Illu Mana Kuragay-
alu" programme.

The programme will 
be held from 10.00 am to 
1.00 pm and aims to cre-
ate awareness on terrace 
cultivation of quality, pes-
ticide-residue-free veg-
etables to promote public 
health and reduce carbon 
emissions, according to 
an official notification re-

leased here on Friday.
The department said 

the initiative assumes sig-
nificance in view of rapid 
urbanisation, shrinking 
space for cultivation and 
rising vegetable prices.

It noted that, as per the 
Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR), an adult 
should consume around 
400 grams of vegetables 
daily for a balanced diet.

The registration fee for 
the training has been fixed 
at 100.

Interested participants 
may contact the Telan-
gana Horticulture Training 
Institute for registration 
and further details, the 

Hyderabad, July 24 (GNS)  
Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC) 
President and MLC Mahesh 
Kumar Goud today accused 
the BRS of indulging in po-
litical drama over student 
issues, alleging that the 
party had no moral right 
to protest after its record in 
government.

Speaking to the media at 
Gandhi Bhavan, Goud ex-
tended birthday wishes to 
BRS Working President K T 
Rama Rao (KTR) but ques-
tioned his decision to stage 
protests, recalling that it 
was the BRS government 
that had abolished the 
Dharna Chowk in Hyder-
abad. He said KTR should 
first apologise publicly for 

denying democratic protest 
space before participat-
ing in agitations. Targeting 
former Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao (KCR), 
Goud said Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge, 
despite his age, was fighting 
for students, while KCR had 
remained confined to his 
farmhouse. He also ques-
tioned why KCR had not 
joined the protests in Delhi.

The TPCC chief alleged 
that the BRS government 
had witnessed several exam-
ination paper leaks, includ-
ing irregularities in Group-I 
recruitment, and accused it 
of failing to act against the 
Globarena company after 
the deaths of Intermediate 
students. He questioned 

why the Globarena report 
was never made public and 
claimed there were suspi-
cions over KTR's links with 
the company. Goud alleged 
that the BRS had failed to 
issue recruitment notifica-
tions during its tenure and 
said the party was trying 
to exploit the NEET paper 
leak for political gains. He 
claimed Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi was genuinely 
fighting for justice for stu-
dents by demanding the res-
ignation of union Education 
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han. He also alleged that 
the BRS had amassed huge 
financial resources and sug-
gested that assistance be 
provided to the families of 
students who lost their lives.


