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Vice President: Sangh inspires
generations through service

NDA Pushes for Women’s Reservation Bill in Monsoon Session

New Delhi, July 16 (UNI)  Ad-
dressing the gathering, the 
Vice-President said it was a 
personal honour for him to 
participate in the release of 
a book marking the cente-
nary of the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS), with 
which he has had a long as-
sociation. Recalling a Tamil 
poem on the Sangh, he said 
it likens the organisation 
to the holy Ganga, which 
flows selflessly for the wel-
fare of others, symbolising 
the spirit of service that has 
guided the Sangh through its 
century-long journey.

Appreciating the authors 
for capturing the ethos of 
the RSS, Shri Radhakrishnan 
said the Sangh's journey 
has been one of reviving, 

reinforcing and rebuild-
ing Bharat's cultural roots, 
heritage and traditions. Re-
ferring to the book's title: 
Service, Unity & Sacrifice, 
he said these ideals have 
inspired generations of vol-
unteers. Service, he noted, 
reflects selfless commitment 
to society; unity reinforces 
the bonds that transcend 
India's linguistic and cul-
tural diversity; and sacrifice 
reminds us that enduring in-
stitutions are built through 
dedication, perseverance 
and selfless effort.

The Vice-President also 
underscored the RSS's em-
phasis on character-build-
ing and leadership devel-
opment through its daily 
shakhas. 

New Delhi, July 17 (UNI):   
The government is actively 
working to secure the num-
bers it needs to clear the 
pending women’s reserva-
tion agenda and is likely to 
make another bid to pilot 
the Constitution amend-
ment Bill during the mon-
soon session beginning 
Monday. The matter was 
discussed at a meeting of 
NDA leaders chaired by 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Friday. Rajnath is 
also the Deputy Leader of 
the House in the Lok Sabha.

A boost to the NDA’s 
numbers is expected once 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla approves the merger 
of 20 rebel Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) Lok Sabha MPs 
with the National Congress 
Party of India (NCPI) and 

also recognises six rebel 
Shiv Sena (UBT) Lok Sabha 
MPs as part of the Eknath 
Shinde-led Shiv Sena leg-
islature party in the Lower 
House. Once that happens, 
the government will move 
closer to the two-thirds 
majority mark of 360 in the 
543-member Lok Sabha. 
However, with three vacan-
cies, the effective strength of 
the House currently stands 
at 540. The NDA tentatively 
estimates its strength at 299 

MPs at present.
Once the merger of the 

20 TMC members with 
the NCPI is formalised, 
the NDA’s tally will rise to 
319. NDA sources are also 
counting the support of 
the YSRCP’s four MPs, tak-
ing its effective strength to 
323. The alliance would still 
need 360 votes if all mem-
bers are present and voting.

Constitution amend-
ment Bills must be passed 
by a two-thirds majority of 

members present and vot-
ing. Parleys with the NCP 
(SP), which has eight Lok 
Sabha MPs, and the DMK, 
which has 22 MPs, are un-
derway. NDA leaders have 
also been told to engage 
with all parties and per-
suade them to support the 
women’s reservation Bill.

Besides, the government 
says it can commit in the 
draft Bill to increase the Lok 
Sabha seats of every state 
by 50 per cent.

Prez Murmu exhorts probationers of 
Indian forest service to expand greenery

Chabahar terminal did not face any 
damage during airstrikes: MEA

Border Infrastructure Crucial 
Despite Tech Warfare: Rajnath

Sonam Wangchuk’s Fast Enters Day 
20, Doctors Flag Health Concerns

JeM-Linked Module Conducted 
8 Explosive Trials: Gujarat ATS

New Delhi, July 17 (GNS) 
Education reform activist 
Sonam Wangchuk entered 
the 20th day of his indefi-
nite hunger strike at Jantar 
Mantar on Friday, with doc-
tors monitoring his health 
reporting continued weight 
loss and signs of mild dehy-
dration while stating that 
he remains mentally alert 
and under constant medi-
cal supervision.

According to the morn-
ing medical bulletin issued 
by Dr. Satish Lamba, Gen-
eral Physician, Medical Su-
perintendent at The Clin-
ics, Hauz Khas, and former 
Delhi Medical Association 
(DMA) Secretary, Wang-
chuk's weight has dropped 
to around 56.6 kg, reflecting 
a further decline over the 
past 24 hours. Medical as-
sessments indicate that he 
has lost more than nine ki-
lograms since beginning his 

fast on June 28. Explaining 
the physiological effects 
of prolonged fasting, Dr. 
Lamba said, "After glucose 
reserves are exhausted, the 
body consumes fat. After 
that, muscles begin to get 
consumed. His ketone lev-
el had reached 3-plus and, 
after improving hydration, 
it has come down to 2-plus. 

His uric acid is high, which 
indicates that muscles are 
being consumed."

The doctor cautioned 
that the next phase of de-
terioration could have se-
rious health implications 
if the fast continues."The 
next stage can be alarming. 
Organs can be impacted. 
We are keeping him under 

24x7 vigilance and hope it 
does not reach that stage," 
he said. Appealing for time-
ly intervention, Dr. Lamba 
added, "I urge the govern-
ment to intervene as soon 
as possible because he is a 
precious gem and we do not 
want to lose him. If organs 
get impacted, it can be re-
ally alarming for us."

Ahmedabad, July 17 (GNS): 
A suspected Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed (JeM)-linked 
module carried out around 
eight explosive trials at dif-
ferent locations in Guja-
rat over nearly three years 
while attempting to per-
fect improvised explosive 
device (IED) techniques, 
the Gujarat Anti-Terrorist 
Squad (ATS) said on Friday, 
announcing the arrest of 
five more suspects in the 
case and taking the total 
number of arrests to  3.

The latest arrests came 
after what the ATS de-
scribed as intensive inter-
rogation of the eight ac-
cused arrested earlier this 
month in a case registered 
on July 2 under the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA) and the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

ATS Deputy Inspector 
General (DIG) Sunil Joshi 

said the investigation had 
uncovered what he described 
as a local or “indigenous” 
module that had allegedly 
been radicalised over sev-
eral years through extremist 
literature and social media, 
rather than acting solely 
on direct instructions from 
Pakistani handlers. “Even if 
everything in the world is go-
ing perfectly well, they would 

still feel that this is their duty, 
that this obligation has to 
be carried out,” Joshi said 
while describing the alleged 
mindset of the accused. Re-
ferring to the alleged radi-
calisation process, he added: 
“This local, what you can 
call an indigenous module… 
They have been learning by 
watching social media. 

They have not been 

studying these books just 
recently; this has been go-
ing on for two to three 
years.” According to the 
ATS, Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police (DySP) Harsh 
Upadhyay received intel-
ligence that some youths 
from Banaskantha and Pa-
tan districts were in contact 
with Jaish-e-Mohammed 
operatives in Pakistan.

New Delhi, July 17 (GNS):   
President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Friday described 
probationers of the Indian 
Forest Service as custodi-
ans of India’s natural heri-
tage, exhorting them to fo-
cus on increasing forests as 
these are the foundation of 
life on Earth.

In an interaction with 
the probationers, who had 
called on the President, she 
said that they are not only 
administrators of forests 
but also the custodians of 
India’s natural heritage, as 
ecological security is inte-
gral to the national goal of 
Viksit Bharat by 2047. She 
expressed confidence that 
as Indian Forest Service of-
ficers, young officers will 
play a defining role in en-
suring that India’s progress 
remains green, inclusive 
and sustainable. President 
Murmu said their role has 

become more significant 
today as the world is facing 
the challenges of climate 
change and biodiversity 
loss. “Forests are central to 
addressing these challeng-
es. Work of Indian Forest 
Service officers will there-
fore contribute not only 
to India’s environmental 
security but also to global 
efforts towards sustainable 
development,” she said.

The President said that 
ecological protection 
must be harmonised with 

the legitimate aspirations 
of people who live in and 
around forests. “Develop-
ment and conservation 
should not be viewed 
as opposing goals,” said 
President Murmu, advis-
ing young officers to work 
towards solutions where 
both nature and commu-
nities can thrive together. 
She urged them to encour-
age people’s participation 
in conservation, restora-
tion, and sustainable live-
lihood initiatives.

New Delhi, July 16 (UNI) The 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) on Friday confirmed 
that the India-developed 
Chabahar Port terminal in 
Iran has not suffered any 
damage during the recent 
airstrikes conducted by the 
United States. Addressing 
a bi-weekly media brief-
ing in New Delhi on Friday, 
MEA spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiwal said that Indian gov-
ernment had seen reports 
(about the airstrikes) but 
confirmed that the Chaba-
har terminal did not suffer 
any damage.

When asked about US 
Defence Secretary Pete 
Hegseth’s post about US 
forces targeting Chabahar 
and if the airstrikes have 
impacted operations at the 
port, Jaiswal responded, 
“Regarding Chabahar, if 
you are following the issue, 
there was a waiver which 

was given by the American 
side that waiver got over 
some time back. Post that, 
we have been in discussion 
with relevant stakeholders 
as to how to take this par-
ticular issue forward. On 
your question that it was 
attacked, yes, we have seen 
some reports in that regard, 
but we can also tell you that 
the terminal itself did not 
face any damage.”

Earlier in the day, Hegs-
eth shared on social media 
an image of a tower appear-

ing to collapse amid repeat-
ed airstrikes carried out by 
the US forces against Iran. 
He did not attribute the 
tower or the image to any 
site. Last October, India had 
secured a six-month waiver 
on US sanctions against 
Iran’s Chabahar port, which 
was valid until April 29.

In May, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Seyed Abbas Arag-
chi called Chabahar Port a 
symbol of cooperation be-
tween Iran and India and 
expressed confidence that 
the India-developed port 
will serve as “golden gate” 
for access to Central Asia, 
the Caucasus and Europe. 
Addressing media after the 
conclusion of the BRICS 
Foreign Ministers Meeting 
in New Delhi, Araghchi ac-
knowledged that the devel-
opment of Chabahar Port 
has been slowed down due 
to the US sanctions. 

New Delhi, July 17 (UNI):   
The government is actively 
working to secure the num-
bers it needs to clear the 
pending women’s reserva-
tion agenda and is likely to 
make another bid to pilot 
the Constitution amend-
ment Bill during the mon-
soon session beginning 
Monday. The matter was 
discussed at a meeting of 
NDA leaders chaired by 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Friday. Rajnath is 
also the Deputy Leader of 
the House in the Lok Sabha.

A boost to the NDA’s num-
bers is expected once Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla ap-
proves the merger of 20 rebel 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
Lok Sabha MPs with the Na-
tional Congress Party of In-
dia (NCPI) and also recognis-
es six rebel Shiv Sena (UBT) 
Lok Sabha MPs as part of the 
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena 

legislature party in the Lower 
House. Once that happens, 
the government will move 
closer to the two-thirds ma-
jority mark of 360 in the 
543-member Lok Sabha. 
However, with three vacan-
cies, the effective strength of 
the House currently stands 
at 540. The NDA tentatively 
estimates its strength at 299 
MPs at present.

Once the merger of the 
20 TMC members with the 
NCPI is formalised, the 
NDA’s tally will rise to 319. 
NDA sources are also count-
ing the support of the YS-
RCP’s four MPs, taking its 
effective strength to 323. 
The alliance would still need 
360 votes if all members are 
present and voting.

Constitution amendment 
Bills must be passed by a 
two-thirds majority of mem-
bers present and voting. 
Parleys with the NCP (SP), 
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The Central Government’s intention to reduce the volume of court cases should be warmly 

welcomed. After all, 70 per cent of cases in the courts of the country involve the Govern-

ments, whether at the Centre or in the States. On the other hand, speeding up the hearing of 

cases and the passing of judgments also need to be expedited. The amount of time spent on 

each matter too needs to be recorded.

This is perhaps not being done, and if that is the case, it is certainly not published, as it 

may embarrass some of the judges as well as advocates. Adjournments are the main cause 

of delays, and delays are the bane of justice. They are often used as tactics to slow down or 

even snuff out the progress of the hearings. At times, they are sought because the leading 

advocate of one or the other side is busy in another case in another court —maybe even in 

another city.

For the ensuing waste of the court’s time, a repeat court fee of, say, 50 per cent of the 

initial amount should be charged to the side that seeks the adjournment. When the client 

is debited for this fee, he would learn a lesson not to engage an advocate who is so busy as 

to be distracted by several other cases. The freedom to appeal upwards, again and again, 

should be reduced. Some matters which began in a small cases court in, say, Mumbai have 

reached the apex court. Normally, one appeal to each side may be permitted. In special cir-

cumstances, perhaps two could be considered.

Before a hearing begins in a matter, the judge should, in consultation with both the advo-

cates, decide how much time each of them would be given. If either side exceeds their limit, 

they should have to pay extra fees — rather like in a journey by a taxi. Why should the court 

waste its time merely because an advocate is slow to think or express themselves, or keeps 

repeating themselves? As a layman, I am surprised that the litigant has to begin by submit-

ting, usually, a lengthy affidavit.

On the night before the first hearing, the judge reads and digests all that has been stated 

in that affidavit. In the hearing, the advocate verbally explains to the judge and the oppos-

ing advocate what is written in the affidavit. Is this not a repetitive procedure? Surely, it can 

be cut down? Once, I happened to get a chance to read an opinion on a matter by a Kolkata 

advocate as well as a London lawyer. I was surprised to see that the UK draft was written in 

about 300 words while the Indian one was longer, at over a thousand words. For us Indians, 

writing in English has not been the soul of wit. Since a great deal of legal work is written, this 

becomes an important area of check. Incidentally, judgments or orders are not always brief 

or terse.

And what about the working hours of the courts themselves — or, more accurately, the 

duration of the court machinery? While one does not wish to be uncharitable, their Lord-

ships across the country’s courts taking off for vacations has begun becoming the topic of 

much talk. In a country whose justice system is clogged with pending cases whose number 

runs into a few crores, such judicial holidays need a relook. It is important to bear in mind 

that these longish and regular vacations for judges and senior lawyers is a practice from 

the British days — a period when there was no air-conditioning. The summer of the In-

dian plains was simply unbearable for most judges, and long vacations in the hill stations 

of Simla, Darjeeling, Ooty, or the cold valley of Kashmir was understandable — but not in 

today’s age, when technology has made it possible to overcome many challenges of nature.

The present hours of work in the country’s courtrooms too are not encouraging, as far as 

utilisation of both time and manpower are concerned. Most courts begin their proceedings 

at 10:30 or thereabouts and conclude at 16:30 — i.e., working for six hours, but effectively 

five, because there is an hour off for lunch. Saturdays and Sundays are not counted here. 

With overburdened judges and a mountain of cases piling up by the day, it is high time a 

shift system was introduced in the judiciary. There is no reason why courts cannot work in 

shifts, reducing the workload on the judges and advocates, plus ensuring more employment 

opportunities for many unemployed lawyers and other associated staff.

There are many advocates in the country who stand to gain by such a measure in the form 

of making the law and thereby, the country’s legal system — accessible to the lower rungs 

of society.

The latter point is too obvious to bear iteration here. The then Chief Justice of India, Y K 

Sabharwal, had in 2006 not mooted the idea of courts needing to work in dual shifts in order 

to reduce the workload. The accessibility of justice to the common folk of the country has to 

become the topmost priority for judicial reforms in the country.

Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAI) is a tout word nowadays, as it is considered as 

future technology. GenAI is revolutionizing every sector of society.With its capacity to gen-

erate human-like text, images, audio, and video at scale, GenAI has brought both unprec-

edented opportunities and complex challenges for the society. Trending tools of GenAI like 

ChatGPT and Google Gemini can now perform tasks that were once done by humans only 

like drafting articles, summarizing data, and producing multimedia content.Given the in-

creasing integration of artificial intelligence (AI) into various domains, it is also being widely 

used in media and journalism sector. The advent of GenAI marks a pivotal turning point for 
journalism. GenAI automates and augments traditional tasks, the journalist’s value propo-
sition is moving from being a mere content creator to a critical thinker and innovator.For 
decades, the journey of a news story has been a laborious, linear process. A journalist identi-
fies a story, conducts interviews, transcribes conversations, sifts through mountains of data, 
drafts the article, and then works with editors to polish it for publication. Each step is a time-
consuming, human-driven endeavor. GenAI is poised to disrupt this entire workflow. News 
organizations like The Associated Press and Reuters are already using AI to generate routine 
content, such as sports recaps and financial reports, from structured data. This automation 
frees human journalists from the tedious, repetitive tasks that have long been a part of their 
job. Even though GenAI can assist with translation, transcription, fact-checking, investiga-
tive research and analysis of vast datasets, still it requires human supervision and oversight. 
As the same tools that enhance productivity also pose existential risks. Deepfakes, AI-gener-
ated misinformation, and synthetic content blur the line between reality and fabrication.A 
study on three media organisations in The Netherlands and Denmark highlighted some of 
these challenges of usingGenAI in media organisations. These challenges include incompe-
tence of editorial judgment, possibility for algorithm bias, inaccuracy, and the trepidation 
of loss of journalistic autonomy. Keeping in mind the growing ethical issues of using GenAI, 
some Arabian countries like Egypt, Syria,Libya, Bahrain, Sudan, and Yemen have banned 
the use of GenAI for journalists. While on the other hand, many developed countries like 
USA, UK and China are continuously promoting GenAI in their workflows. India is also pro-
moting the use of GenAI as the government has recently launched the National AI Mission, 
with the vision to become a world leader in AI.

Many people are increasingly concerned that GenAI could eventually replace humans 
in the field of journalism and media. This fear has intensified with the recent launch of AI-
powered news anchors in countries like China, India, and South Korea. These AI anchors 
can deliver news 24/7 in multiple languages without breaks, errors, or salaries, challenging 
the traditional role of human broadcasters. As GenAI tools become more sophisticated, 
capable of writing articles, analyzing data, and even simulating interviews, the boundary 
between machine-generated and human journalism continues to blur. Critics argue that 
while AI may enhance efficiency, it risks stripping journalism of its human touch, empa-
thy, and ethical judgment. The rise of synthetic news presenters (AI Avatars) has created 
a broader anxiety among journalists and other stakeholders over the speculations that 
cost-cutting media organizations may prioritize automation over authenticity, reducing 
opportunities for real journalists and weakening the critical human elements that build 
trust and credibility in news reporting. But many believe that GenAI cannot replicate the 
core human elements of journalism. AI cannot build the trust required for a sensitive in-
terview with a human source. It cannot exercise the nuanced judgment needed to decide 
which facts are most relevant to a story. It cannot feel empathy for a community affected 
by a tragedy or understand the cultural context that gives a story its full meaning. These 
are the inherently human qualities that will define a journalist’s enduring values. The role 
is evolving from a purveyor of information to a trusted sense-maker—someone who can 
cut through the automated content, verify what is real, provide context.

Courts to shed delays, reduce 
vacations and embrace reformBy Anjan Roy

India will in all possi-
bility face a new tariff 
from the United States 

of as high as 100% as 
Trump’s new policy to stop 
Russia’s Ukraine war. An 
economic tool, tariffs are 
now caught up in Donald 
Trump’s geo-economics.

Countries buying oil 
from Russia are now to 
be subjected to a 100% 
duty on all their exports to 
United States. Even if Chi-
na could afford to defy this 
duty, India could ill-afford 
such tariffs and, also, in-
cur America’s wrath.

A new bill to this effect 
is set on its passage in the 
US legislature for impos-
ing secondary sanctions 
against Russia to deter the 
country from executing its 
war. The proposal provides 
for imposition of 100% 
tariff, rather selectively at 
two countries, India and 
China, which are the prin-
cipal buyers of Russian oil. 
The combined purchases 
of China and India, run-
ning into billions of dol-
lars, have in a way bailed 
out Russia in its execution 
of war. Starved of the oil 
revenues, Russian war ef-
fort could collapse in no 
time. Russia is vulnerable 
to oil revenues for funding 
its efforts as its economy 
has otherwise shrunk. 
With the war going on for 
over three years, Russia 
faces multiple problems. 
Direct military costs are 
estimated at around $300 
billion, according to a 
report by CNN. Besides, 
Russian assets held out-
side the country running 
into billions, lie frozen 

with h western nations.
Many in the west have 

proposed to even start 
drawing down these fro-
zen reserves to fund re-
construction of war rav-
aged Ukraine. These funds 
lie far out of reach of Rus-
sia. Sanctions on Rus-
sian banks have severely 
limited shadow transac-
tions in Russian oils with 
other countries. Besides, 
the heat casualties in the 
Ukraine war and demand 
for more troops on the 
grounds have depleted 
the manpower base for 
the Russian economy. The 
drawing of manpower for 
deployment has been so 
damaging that freed crim-
inals from Russian jails 
have been inducted into 
the fighting force.

Later still, Russian is 
bringing in troops from 
abroad for fighting in 
Ukraine. North Koreans 

as well as others from di-
verse countries, including 
China, have been spot-
ted and sometimes held 
in Ukraine. The draft on 
fight age population have 
started telling on supply 
of workers in the Russian 
factories. This has been 
particularly deep in the 
war related manufactur-
ing industries, thus in 
turn, crippling civilian 
industries. Russia had 
banked on the United 
States moving away from 
Ukraine in its support 
and the sharp division be-
tween the NATO allies in 
Europe, on the one hand, 
and America on the other. 
However, the last round of 
NATO consultations have 
turned the tide of events.

America, frustrated with 
Russian president, Vladi-
mir Putin’s intransigence, 
has turned full circles. Pres-
ident Trump had expressed 

his frustration with Putin 
and his double play. He has 
commented; “Putin speaks 
nice in the formal talks and 
then bombs everyone in 
the evening”. Trump had 
spoken to Putin directly 
several occasions and Pu-
tin had escalated his war 
and attacks immediately 
thereafter. Seeing that di-
plomacy is not working, 
Trump is turning to arms 
twisting of Russia now. He 
is now resuming supplies 
of American arms through 
NATO allies and then fol-
lowing up with secondary 
economic sanctions which 
could hurt the Russian 
economy.

It will be on China now 
to back up Russia. In recent 
interactions with EU lead-
ers, Chinese foreign min-
ister had indicated that 
it could not witness Rus-
sia losing in Ukraine war. 
China has been playing its 

hidden hand of unquali-
fied support for Russia. 
However, this would come 
to a test now that America 
and the west are unified 
over Ukraine support and 
could launch some crip-
pling blows to Russia. The 
present instance apart, 
America is using tariffs 
as a weapon of economic 
warfare ever since Trump 
entered his second presi-
dency. On again, off again, 
Trump has been declaring 
against select countries 
ever since he got back to 
power. Since Trump came 
back into the White House 
and have been playing his 
tariff threats, American 
economy is going through 
a turmoil. The markets are 
in a state of flux, with the 
volatility indices swing-
ing wildly. Trump had to 
postpone his tariffs several 
times in the light of finan-
cial market swings.

Prof K S Chandrasekar
India has about 1200 uni-
versities, around 50000 col-
leges which are now offering 
about 26 percent of GER. 
About 300 million students 
are studying in colleges and 
about 40 million in univer-
sities. Since 1948, we had 
multiple committees on 
education and last of it was 
in 2017-19 under Dr Kasturi 
Rangan. This paved way for 
the New Education Policy 
in 2020. The New Education 
Policy- 2020 aims to facili-
tate an inclusive, participa-
tory and holistic approach, 
which takes into consid-
eration field experiences, 
empirical research, stake-
holder feedback, as well as 
lessons learned from best 
practices.It is a progressive 
shift towards a more scien-
tific approach to education.
The prescribed structure 
will help to cater the abil-
ity of the child – stages of 
cognitive development as 
well as social and physical 
awareness. The education 
policy should maintain a 
symbiotic relationship be-
tween the different regions 
of the country through the 
study of different languages.
The quality of education 
provided in the country 
shall be such that it not 
only delivers basic literacy 
and numeracy but also cre-
ates an analytical environ-
ment in the country.The 
New Education Policy-2020 
represents aspirations to 
become a knowledge pow-
erhouse of the world incul-
cating the best of the global 
educational experiments. 
The global education de-
velopment agenda reflected 

in the Goal 4 (SDG4) of the 
2030 Agenda forSustainable 
Development, adopted by 
India in 2015 – seeks to “en-
sure inclusive and equitable 
quality education and pro-
mote lifelong learning op-
portunities for all” by 2030.

Early childhood care and 
Education (ECCE) is vital 
for the cognitive develop-
ment of the students, and 
this is where the mother 
tongue becomes crucial. 
The modern parents are af-
ter the western languages 
including English, French 
and Spanish. They feel that 
these languages will help 
their child in their quest for 
global recognition. How-
ever, one should not forget 
their mother tongue. The 
author has witnessed many 
incidents where a Dogra 

family is reluctant to speak 
in Dogri as they feel inferior. 
Dogri is one of the 22 official 
languages recognised by the 
Government of India. Bodo. 
Dogri, Maithili and Santhali 
were recognised and includ-
ed in the Eighth schedule by 
the 92nd Amendment act, 
2003. National Educational 
Policy advocates for three 
languages formula.

Recently, based on the 
question raised by Vikram 
Randhawa, MLA in the as-
sembly, The School Educa-
tion Department has in-
troduced Dogri as the third 
major language in Govern-
ment schools up to the pri-
mary level, with the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Board of 
School Education (JKBOSE) 
developing syllabi, curricu-
lum, and textbooks in Dogri 

for classes 1 to 12. While 
the author had discussion 
with Sunil Singh, Director, 
Academics of JK BOSE in 
a function, there are steps 
taken in this direction and it 
will be compulsory subject 
from class 1 onwards as part 
of the three-language for-
mula in NEP. The Govern-
ment is also providing free 
Dogri textbooks to students 
in classes 1 and 2 under the 
district plan. I sincerely feel 
that it’s a right step in the 
direction to protect Dogri as 
a language which needs to 
be sustainable. For second-
ary classes (9th and 10th), 
Dogri is being taught as an 
additional/optional sub-
ject, and at the 10+2 stage, 
it is offered as an elective 
subject. From here, the Gov-
ernment has to plan under-

graduate programs in Dogri 
as Major which can actually 
pave way for the master’s 
and also doctoral programs. 
Cluster university of Jammu 
is introducing from 2025-
26, Certificate and Diploma 
programs in Dogri transla-
tion. This will eventually 
help students to find appro-
priate opportunities.

Dogri needs to be pro-
moted by the Government 
by asking all those establish-
ments in the Jammu region 
to put the Dogri language in 
the display boards. Regular 
competitions in Dogri will 
help the students to under-
stand the importance of the 
language. Cluster university 
of Jammu organises every 
year inter collegiate compe-
tition called “Yuv Tharang”. 
This year along with existing 
categories which is being 
considered for the national 
entry, Dogri essay competi-
tion, Dogri elocution com-
petition, Dogri Music, Dogri 
cuisine will be added to 
ensure and promote Dogri 
across the students and par-
ents’ community. The newly 
introduced MPA program in 
the university will also give 
emphasis to Dogri Dance, 
Dogri Folk music etc. in the 
proposed National Research 
Foundation (NRF), there is 
a need to include Dogri for 
research purposes and for 
translational research.

There is a proposed Na-
tional institute for Pali, 
Persian and Prakrit in the 
New Educational Policy. 
In the similar vein, there 
could be a National Insti-
tute for Dogri which will 
ensure that the language is 
protected. 

India’s Crucial Oil Imports From Russia

New Education Policy and Dogri Language
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India’s agri-exports surge in 
Q1 FY26, rice exports lead

RBL Bank’s Q1 net profit falls 
46 pc YoY to Rs 200 crore

HDFC Bank clocks 13 pc 
sequential drop in Q1 net profit, 
announces Rs 5 special dividend

New Delhi, July 17 (GNS): 
India's exports of agricul-
tural and processed foods 
got off to a great start in 
FY26, growing 7 per cent 
year-on-year to $5.96 bil-
lion in the April–June 
quarter (Q1 FY26).  The 
centre-piece of India's ag-
ricultural exports is still 
rice. The shipments of 
both non-basmati and 
basmati rice increased by 
3.5 per cent to $2.9 billion 
in Q1. This comes after rice 
exports in FY25 reached a 
record $12.47 billion, a 20 
per cent increase over the 
previous fiscal year, as per 
official data.

For more than 10 years, 
India has maintained its 
position as the world's 
largest rice exporter, ac-
counting for 40 per cent of 
the global rice trade, as per 
industry data.

The surge follows the 
government's decision to 
remove export controls, 
including the minimum 
export price, in late 2024 
in response to abundant 

stock and record harvests, 
the reports highlighted.

In Q1, buffalo meat, 
dairy, and poultry exports 
grew by a strong 17 per 
cent to $1.18 billion.

According to reports, In-
dia has established itself as 
the world's second-largest 
exporter of buffalo meat, 
with important markets in 
Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Egypt, and Iraq.

Through certified inte-
grated meat plants, which 
are routinely inspected 
by importing countries to 
guarantee adherence to 
international standards, 
APEDA coordinates these 
exports. In the meantime, 

exports of fruits and veg-
etables increased by 13 per 
cent to $0.95 billion, indi-
cating a rise in the demand 
for Indian produce world-
wide. Meanwhile, products 
under the APEDA (Agricul-
tural and Processed Food 
Products Export Develop-
ment Authority) umbrella 
contributed significantly to 
the export surge, the report 
stated. In FY25, APEDA-co-
ordinated exports reached 
$25.14 billion, up 12 per 
cent from FY24. These 
products now account for 
51 per cent of India’s total 
agricultural exports, with 
the remainder comprising 
marine products, tobacco, 
coffee, and tea.

Mumbai,July 17 (GNS): 
RBL Bank on Saturday 
posted a net profit of Rs 
200 crore for the first quar-
ter of current financial year 
(Q1 FY26), down 46 per 
cent year-on-year (YoY), 
the private sector lender 
said in an exchange filing. 

The bank had posted Rs 
371.5 crore profit in cor-
responding quarter a year 
ago (Q1 FY25). However, 
the private bank saw a 
strong rebound sequen-
tially from the Rs 69 crore 
reported in Q4 FY25.

Meanwhile, the bank’s 
total standalone income 
stood at Rs 4,510 crore, 
marginally higher than Rs 
4,475.6 crore recorded in 
Q4 FY25. At the same time, 
interest income remained 
steady at Rs 3,441 crore, 
while non-interest income 
that includes fees, commis-
sions, forex earnings, and 
investment gains rose to Rs 
1,069 crore from Rs 1,000 
crore in the preceding quar-
ter. Operating profit before 
provisions came in at Rs 

702.9 crore, down from Rs 
861 crore in Q4 FY25 and Rs 
859 crore in Q1 FY25, indi-
cating pressure on core op-
erating performance.

On the asset quality 
front, gross non-perform-
ing assets (GNPA) rose 
slightly to Rs 2,685.9 crore. 
Despite the increase in 
absolute terms, the GNPA 
ratio improved to 2.78 per 
cent from 2.60 per cent 
in Q4 FY25. Net NPAs in-
creased to Rs 428.8 crore, 
with the net NPA ratio ris-
ing to 0.45 per cent from 
0.29 per cent in the previ-
ous quarter, as per the fil-
ing. “We have navigated a 
challenging environment 
with resilience and dis-

cipline, delivering strong 
momentum in secured re-
tail and commercial bank-
ing while deepening our 
granular deposit base, said 
R Subramaniakumar, MD 
and CEO, RBL Bank.

During Q1 FY26, slip-
pages in the JLG portfo-
lio have moderated, with 
SMA levels reverting to 
Q1 FY25 level. The core 
engine remains robust—
anchored in disciplined 
execution, profitability-
driven growth, and a sharp 
customer focus, the CEO 
added. Meanwhile, the 
shares of the bank fell 
nearly 2 per cent on Fri-
day amid selling pressure, 
a day ahead of Q1 results. 

New Delhi, July 17 (GNS): 
HDFC Bank on Saturday 
reported a 13 per cent se-
quential drop in net profit 
(unaudited consolidated) 
for Q1 FY26 at 16,257.91 
crore, down from Rs 
18,834.88 crore in the pre-
vious quarter that ended 
on March 31.  On the year-
on-year basis, India’s largest 
private lending bank regis-
tered a marginal dip of 1.3 
per cent in net profit from 
16,474.85 crore it clocked in 
Q1 FY25 (after accounting 
for minority interest).

The bank earned an in-
terest income of Rs 77,470 
crore, which was up 6 per 
cent from Rs 73,033 crore 
reported in the correspond-
ing quarter of the last fi-
nancial year. HDFC Bank's 
interest expenses reached 
Rs 46,032.23 crore during 
the review period, com-
pared to Rs 43,196 crore in 
the previous year, marking 
a rise of 6.6 per cent. Ac-
cording to the exchange fil-
ing, the net interest income 

(the difference between in-
terest earned and interest 
expended) for the quarter 
ending June 30, 2025, in-
creased by 5.4 per cent to 
Rs 31,439 crore, up from Rs 
29,839 crore for the quarter 
ending June 30, 2024. HDFC 
Bank announced issuance 
of first-ever bonus shares in 
the proportion of 1:1 which 
means one equity share for 
every 1 fully paid-up eq-
uity share, each held by the 
members of the bank as on 
the record date of August 27. 
The bank also announced a 
special interim dividend of 
Rs 5 per equity share for FY 
2025-26. “The Special In-
terim Divided shall be paid 
to the eligible Members on 
Monday, August 11, 2025,” 
the HDFC bank said in its 
stock exchange filing.

The gross non-perform-
ing asset (GNPA) ratio stood 
at 1.40 per cent, while the 
net NPA ratio was 0.47 per 
cent as of June 30, both 
slightly higher than the 
year-ago levels.

Critical mineral-rich northeast off ers 
a massive opportunity for India

Nearly 76,000 Indian startups 
now led by women: Minister

New Delhi, July 17 (GNS): 
Long treated as a remote 
corner of the country, the 
northeastern region is be-
coming a frontrunner in 
several fields amid a mega 
infrastructure drive, and the 
mineral-rich states are now 
receiving focused atten-
tion to transform untapped 
resources into drivers of 
economic growth, employ-
ment, and local empower-
ment.  This is crucial as the 
world races towards clean 
energy, making critical min-
erals such as lithium, cobalt, 
rare earths, graphite and va-
nadium, among others.

The government recently 
announced that northeast is 
home to several critical min-
erals, including lithium, co-
balt, chromium, rare earths, 
graphite, and vanadium. The 
National Mineral Explora-
tion Trust’s ongoing survey 
has identified 38 blocks in 
the region, and seven have 
been cleared for auction. 
Critical minerals are es-
sential to semiconductors, 

smartphones, servers, pre-
cision tools, telecom equip-
ment, medical electronics, 
batteries, and clean energy, 
among others. These inputs 
underpin industrial strength 
and national resilience. 
Global supply chains remain 
vulnerable due to geopoliti-
cal concentration and stra-
tegic trade controls and a fo-
cused national mission was 
both timely and necessary.

R e c e n t l y - c o n c l u d e d 
‘North-East Mining Min-
isters’ Conclave’ in Guwa-
hati underlined the Centre’s 
commitment to strengthen 

mining infrastructure, fast-
track project approvals, and 
promote sustainable min-
ing practices in the north-
eastern region. The devel-
opment of the northeast is 
central to the vision of Viksit 
Bharat 2047, with the eight 
states — Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur, Megha-
laya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 
Tripura, and Sikkim — right-
fully celebrated as Ashta Lak-
shmi. India’s mineral auc-
tion framework has gained 
strong momentum in recent 
months. Since FY2024–25, a 
total of 283 mineral blocks 

have been put up for auction 
by the State and Central Gov-
ernments. Of these, 161 min-
eral blocks have been suc-
cessfully auctioned, bringing 
the cumulative tally to 515. 
This includes five mineral 
blocks from Assam and four 
critical mineral blocks from 
Arunachal Pradesh, opening 
new avenues for industrial 
growth and employment in 
the region.

These auctions under-
score the readiness of the 
North-East to play a cen-
tral role in India’s critical 
mineral strategy, while also 
reflecting the government’s 
commitment to transpar-
ency and competitiveness 
in resource allocation.

India holds 8 per cent of 
the world's rare earth ele-
ment reserves, which gives 
it the potential of playing 
a key role in the gradually 
evolving global supply land-
scape as China's current 
dominance is projected to 
decline, according to a re-
cent CareEdge report.

New Delhi, July 17 (GNS):
Around 76,000 startups in 
India today are women-led 
and a large number of them 
from tier 2 and 3 cities, 
Union Minister Dr Jitendra 
Singh said on Saturday. 

The minister said that In-
dia’s path to becoming a de-
veloped nation by 2047 will 
be led by empowered wom-
en and youth, as envisioned 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi under the paradigm 
of women-led develop-
ment. Addressing a confer-
ence here, Dr Singh stated 
that over the last 11 years, 
the PM Modi government 
has focused its governance 
architecture around four 
pillars — the Poor, Farmers, 
Youth, and Women.

“Women-centric gov-
ernance has not only em-
powered individuals, but 
reshaped society. What be-
gan as targeted welfare has 
now evolved into institu-
tional leadership,” he told 
the gathering. The minis-
ter launched the Jeevika 

E-Learning Management 
System App, aimed at pro-
viding accessible learning 
for women, and unveiled 
the publication titled “Sha-
shakt Mahila, Samriddh 
Bihar”, which celebrates 
women’s contributions to 
Bihar’s progress.

Dr Singh elaborated on 
the PM Modi government’s 
structured and comprehen-
sive approach to women 
empowerment, built across 
four key pillars. The first 
phase, Access and Inclusion 
in Institutions, marked a 

historic shift in India's edu-
cational and military land-
scape. The second phase, 
Scientific and Technologi-
cal Empowerment, has em-
powered women through 
targeted schemes such as 
WISE (Women in Science 
and Engineering), GATI 
(Gender Advancement for 
Transforming Institutions), 
CURIE, and the Women 
Scientist Programme.

The third phase, Eco-
nomic and Social Empow-
erment, has witnessed a 
massive scale-up of wom-

en’s access to financial re-
sources. Over 48 crore Jan 
Dhan accounts have been 
opened for women, while 
more than 60 per cent of 
Mudra Yojana beneficiaries 
are women entrepreneurs.

The creation of over 
3 crore ‘Lakhpati Didis’ 
through Self-Help Groups 
(SHGs) is transforming ru-
ral economies. Under the 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana, homes registered in 
women's names are provid-
ing not just shelter but also 
financial and social dignity.

India-EFTA free trade pact to come into 
effect from October 1: Piyush Goyal

Industry 4.0 should be adopted in CPSEs 
for global competitiveness: Govt

Mumbai, July 17 (GNS): 
Union Commerce Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal said on 
Saturday that the Trade 
and Economic Partnership 
Agreement (TEPA) between 
India and the European 
Free Trade Association 
(EFTA) will officially come 
into effect on October 1, 
that would facilitate the 
creation of 1 million direct 
jobs in India. 

EFTA comprises Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, Norway, and 
Switzerland. The landmark 
pact, signed on March 10, 
2024, is likely to unlock 
huge foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) and deepen 
trade and economic co-
operation across several 
sectors. “India-EFTA TEPA 
to come into effect from 
1st October,” the minister 
posted on X. EFTA nations 
have committed an invest-
ment of $100 billion, which 
would help create 1 million 
direct jobs in India.

A dedicated India-EFTA 
Desk has been launched to 

promote trade, investment, 
and business partnerships. 
Goyal said the desk will act 
as a 'single-window plat-
form' for both governments 
and private companies.

The India-EFTA deal in-
cludes $50 billion in FDI 
within the first 10 years; an 
additional $50 billion over 
the next 5 years; and gen-
eration of 1 million direct 
jobs in India.

TEPA marks one of In-
dia's most comprehensive 
trade pacts and is expected 
to open up premium Eu-
ropean markets for Indian 
exporters while bringing 

in capital, innovation, and 
jobs. As part of the pact, 
EFTA is offering 92.2 per 
cent of its tariff lines which 
covers 99.6 per cent of In-
dia’s exports to the region. 
The EFTA’s market access 
offer covers 100 per cent of 
non-agri products and tar-
iff concession on Processed 
Agricultural Products 
(PAP). Under the agree-
ment, India is offering 82.7 
per cent of its tariff lines 
which covers 95.3 per cent 
of EFTA exports of which 
more than 80 per cent im-
port is gold.

The effective duty on 

gold remains untouched. 
Sensitivity related to PLI 
in sectors such as pharma, 
medical devices and pro-
cessed food etc. have been 
taken while extending of-
fers. Sectors such as dairy, 
soya, coal and sensitive ag-
ricultural products are kept 
in the exclusion list.

As part of the pact, do-
mestic customers will get 
access to high-quality Swiss 
products, such as watches, 
chocolates, biscuits, and 
clocks, at lower prices as In-
dia will phase out customs 
duties under the trade pact 
on these goods over 10 years.

New Delhi, July 17 (GNS): 
Industry 4.0 is being con-
sidered for future incorpo-
ration into the Central Pub-
lic Sector Enterprise (CPSE) 
MoU assessment frame-
work, and that early adop-
tion will be key to enhanc-
ing global competitiveness, 
the government has said. 

In a strategic step towards 
fostering innovation and 
smart manufacturing, the 
Department of Public En-
terprises (DPE), Ministry of 
Finance, organised a work-
shop on Industry 4.0 here, 
which brought together 
experts, policymakers, and 
leadership of CPSEs to dis-
cuss strategies for adoption 

and scaling up of Indus-
try 4.0 technologies across 
sectors like Energy, Power, 
Construction, Infrastruc-
ture, Telecom and Services.

K. Moses Chalai, Secre-
tary, Department of Public 
Enterprises, emphasised 
the importance of embrac-
ing the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution (4IR) as a na-
tional mission. In his ad-
dress, Chalai underscored 
the need for a “Whole-of-
CPSEs” (WoC) approach  on 
the lines of the “Whole-of-
Government” framework  
urging all CPSEs to col-
laborate in integrating 4IR 
enablers such as Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), Internet of 

Things (IoT), Digital Twins, 
3D Printing, and 5G-en-
abled smart infrastructure 
into their operations.

As part of expert presen-
tations at the workshop, A. 
Anand, a deployment ex-
pert, shared rich experience 
in applications and field 
deployment of Digital De-
signing, Reverse Engineer-
ing, and 3D Printing across 
industry verticals, drawing 
from India's first 5G Labs 
and 3D Printing Centres 
of Excellence. Dr. Prabhjot 
Singh Sugga, Associate Pro-
fessor at SPA, highlighted 
the transformative potential 
of Digital Twin platforms in 
infrastructure, plant man-

agement, and disaster resil-
ience and Vidushi Chaturve-
di, an AI expert, spoke on 
leveraging Artificial Intelli-
gence and Machine Learn-
ing for predictive analytics, 
resource optimisation, and 
intelligent decision-making.

The DPE reiterated its 
commitment to support 
CPSEs in leveraging Indus-
try 4.0 for operational ex-
cellence and sustainable 
development. The work-
shop marks a significant 
step toward realising this 
vision through collective 
efforts and strategic imple-
mentation across the CPSE 
ecosystem, according to the 
government.
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Minister Adluri Felicitates Telangana Athlete 
Pravallika for Gold Medal Feat

Rajendranagar Fertilizer Lab Gets NABL Accreditation

Telangana Launches New Health Scheme for Employees, PensionersKishan Reddy Hails 
Semicon 2.0 Initiative

Hyderabad, July 17 (GNS):  
Telangana Social Welfare 
Minister Shri Adluri Laksh-
man Kumar felicitated Ms 
Narimalla Pravallika, a stu-
dent of the Telangana Social 
Welfare Residential Educa-
tional Institutions Society 
(TGSWREIS) Sports Acad-
emy, at his chambers in the 
Dr B.R. Ambedkar Telanga-
na Secretariat on Friday, in 
recognition of her remark-
able contribution to India's 
gold medal-winning per-
formance in the Women's 
4×400 metres relay at the in-
augural Asian Under-23 Ath-
letics Championships 2026, 
held in Ordos, China.

Congratulating the young 
athlete, the Minister said 
Pravallika's achievement 
had brought immense pride 

not only to Telangana but 
also to the entire nation. He 
observed that her success re-
flected the growing strength 
of Telangana's sporting eco-
system and reaffirmed the 
government's commitment 
to identifying and nurturing 
exceptional talent from every 
corner of the State.

Hailing from Gundlapalli 

village in Dindi Mandal of 
Nalgonda district, Pravallika 
has risen from a humble ru-
ral background to become 
an international athlete, 
demonstrating that deter-
mination, discipline and 
perseverance can transform 
dreams into extraordinary 
accomplishments. Her in-
spiring journey, the Minister 

said, would instil confidence 
in countless young people 
across rural Telangana and 
encourage them to pursue 
excellence in sports.

Adluri Lakshman Kumar 
stated that the Social Welfare 
Residential Educational In-
stitutions have consistently 
accorded equal importance 
to academics and sports, cre-
ating an enabling environ-
ment for talented students to 
evolve into athletes capable 
of competing at the highest 
international level. The Gov-
ernment, he said, has been 
systematically strengthening 
sports infrastructure by pro-
viding world-class coaching, 
modern training facilities, 
scientific support and nu-
tritious diets in accordance 
with international standards.

Hyderabad, July 17 (GNS): 
The government of Telan-
gana on Friday launched 
a new health scheme for 
government employees, 
pensioners, and their de-
pendent family members. 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka, 
along with Minister for 
Health Damodar Rajanara-
simha, launched the New 
Employees Health Scheme. 
They distributed health 
cards to the employees and 
launched the NEHS por-
tal at the event held at the 
State Secretariat. They said 
that the scheme is aimed 
at providing quality, ac-
cessible, and affordable 
healthcare through cash-
less treatment through 
an expanded network of 
empanelled hospitals, en-
hanced transparency, and 
a seamless digital platform.

This scheme would ben-
efit approximately 8 lakh 
govt employees and pen-
sioners, along with 29.80 
lakh of their dependent 
family members. Employ-
ees can avail free in-patient 
medical services at 886 
private network hospi-
tals across the state. The 
scheme covers 1,816 types 
of medical treatments and 

surgeries, aligned with the 
Central Government Health 
Scheme (CGHS) package 
rates. The govt has formed 
a special Trust with equal 
participation from govern-
ment officials and represen-
tatives of employee unions 
to ensure the scheme op-
erates transparently and 
smoothly, the Deputy Chief 
Minister said. He stated that 

the ‘people's government’ 
introduced the scheme 
with the noble intention of 
providing a robust health 
security system, thereby 
instilling confidence and 
assurance among state 
government employees. He 
noted that the government 
had observed the plight of 
employees and their fami-
lies who often fell into debt 

and struggled to repay loans 
incurred due to medical ex-
penses during illness. The 
'Indiramma government' 
initiated this programme 
with the aim of transform-
ing this situation and pro-
viding them with compre-
hensive cashless medical 
services, he said

Bhatti Vikramarka em-
phasised that this scheme 

stands as a testament to the 
state government's affec-
tion and sincerity towards 
its employees.

He said that with the no-
ble intention of recognising 
employees as members of 
the family and acknowl-
edging the government's 
responsibility to look af-
ter their well-being, Chief 
Minister Revanth Reddy 
constituted a Cabinet sub-
committee. The Deputy CM 
was the chairman of this 
sub-committee, while his 
ministerial colleagues Dud-
dilla Sridhar Babu, Ponnam 
Prabhakar, and Seethakka 
served as members. “We 
deliberated extensively on 
the issues faced by employ-
ees and arrived at robust 
policy decisions; the 'New 
Employees Health Scheme' 
is the outcome of those ef-
forts," he explained.

Hyderabad, July 17 (GNS): 
Central Minister for Coal 
and Mines G Kishan Red-
dy on Friday hailed the 
union Cabinet's approval 
of the 'Semicon 2.0' pro-
gramme, saying the Rs 
1.27 lakh crore initiative 
would transform India into 
a global semiconductor 
manufacturing and design 
hub while strengthening 
the country's self-reliance 
in electronics.

In a statement, the Min-
ister said the Centre, under 
the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
has also approved the Mo-
bile Phone Manufacturing 
Scheme (MPMS) with an 
outlay of Rs 62,500 crore, 
taking the total invest-
ment in the semiconductor 
and mobile manufactur-
ing sectors to about Rs 1.9 
lakh crore. Highlighting 
the impact of the Centre's 
Production Linked Incen-
tive (PLI) schemes, Kishan 
Reddy said domestic elec-
tronics manufacturing has 
increased from Rs 1.9 lakh 
crore in 2014-15 to Rs 13 
lakh crore in 2025-26, while 
electronics exports have 
risen to Rs 3.3 lakh crore. 
He added that India has 
emerged as the world's sec-
ond-largest mobile phone 
manufacturing nation, 
with 99.2 per cent of mobile 
phones used in the country 
now being manufactured 
domestically.

The Minister said Telan-
gana stands to benefit sig-
nificantly from the new 

policy, noting that the 
Centre has provided Rs 724 
crore for Electronic Manu-
facturing Clusters (EMCs) 
in the state, besides incen-
tives exceeding Rs 1,000 
crore for the electronics 
sector. He urged the state 
government to formulate a 
strategy to attract semicon-
ductor fabrication units, 
ATMP facilities, design 
centres and research insti-
tutions. Kishan Reddy said 
Semicon 2.0 would focus 
on chip design, fabrica-
tion, advanced research, 
packaging, machinery, 
materials and talent de-
velopment, while Semicon 
1.0 had already trained 
68,000 students across 315 
universities, including sev-
eral premier institutions in 
Telangana.

Calling it a golden op-
portunity for Telangana's 
youth, he urged them to 
acquire advanced skills in 
chip design, semiconduc-
tor manufacturing, fabrica-
tion and packaging to tap 
emerging global employ-
ment and startup oppor-
tunities under the Viksit 
Bharat 2047 vision.

Telangana cabinet seeks centre aid over rainfall defi cit, orders dharani probe
Hyderabad, July 17 (GNS):
With Telangana facing a rain-
fall deficit of about 40 per 
cent due to the impact of El 
Niño, the State government 
has decided to request the 
Centre to send special teams 
to assess the situation and 
provide necessary financial 
assistance for implementing 
contingency plans. The deci-
sion was taken in the Cabi-
net meeting presided over 
by Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy here on Friday.

Minister for Revenue, In-
formation & Public Relations 
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy 
told media persons that the 
Cabinet decided to write to 
the Central government re-
garding the prevailing rainfall 
deficit and the impact of El 
Niño in the state. The letter 
will comprehensively detail 

the impact on crop cultiva-
tion and allied agricultural 
sectors, challenges related to 
drinking and irrigation water, 
and the plight of agricultural 
labourers. Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy directed of-
ficials to immediately pre-
pare alternative action plans 
concerning drinking water, 
irrigation, agriculture, and 
power supply.

He instructed all depart-
ments to be prepared with 
proactive measures, given the 
Meteorological Department’s 
warnings that the situation 
could worsen in the coming 
days. The Cabinet decided 
that District Collectors must 
remain vigilant to prevent 
any drinking water shortages, 
take appropriate measures, 
and respond promptly to 
public grievances.

It was decided to ensure 
an uninterrupted power sup-
ply without any load shed-
ding. Officials were directed 
to make arrangements for 
both power generation and 
procurement to meet this re-
quirement. The Cabinet also 
decided to prioritise the allo-
cation of available water from 
all projects for drinking water 
needs. The Cabinet appealed 
to farmers to avoid cultivat-
ing water intensive crops and 

instead opt for low water in-
tensity crops. It decided to 
conduct awareness seminars 
and meetings across the state 
regarding the impact of El 
Niño. It directed that the pub-
lic be widely informed about 
the prevailing rainfall deficit, 
available water resources, 
and the precautions farm-
ers need to take. The Cabinet 
directed that a special report 
on the impact of El Niño on 
the agricultural sector be 

prepared by agricultural ex-
perts and scientists under the 
leadership of State Planning 
Board Vice Chairman Chinna 
Reddy. It requested a report 
covering crops suitable for 
current conditions, precau-
tions for farmers, and mea-
sures for the care of livestock 
alongside crops.

The Cabinet decided to 
hold emergency review 
meetings to assess ground 
level conditions in all dis-

tricts and determine imme-
diate actions. It resolved to 
conduct special review meet-
ings on Monday (July 20) 
for each combined district, 
led by the respective district 
ministers and involving local 
public representatives and 
officials. It was decided to 
assign these responsibilities 
to a senior IAS officer along-
side the in charge minister 
for each district. The State 
Cabinet resolved that all de-

partments must be prepared 
to navigate this natural chal-
lenge, continuously review 
the situation, and coordinate 
to overcome the crisis caused 
by the rainfall deficit.

The State Cabinet also ap-
proved the formation of a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) to conduct a compre-
hensive investigation into ir-
regularities and malpractices 
related to land records and 
land transactions conducted 
through the Dharani portal 
during the BRS rule.

The Dharani portal came 
into effect on October 29, 
2020. The Cabinet has de-
cided to conduct an in depth 
examination of all suspicious 
transactions that have taken 
place in the state since then, 
including land registrations, 
record alterations, and the 

transfer of agricultural, as-
signed, and govt lands. The 
govt has already identified 
over 10,000 suspicious trans-
actions through a forensic 
audit. Consequently, the 
Cabinet decided to conduct 
a comprehensive review of 
digital records, login details, 
record modifications, official 
approvals, changes in land 
classification, and benefi-
ciary details related to these 
land transactions. The Cabi-
net also decided to investi-
gate the role of Infrastructure 
Leasing & Financial Services 
Limited (IL&FS), which man-
aged the Dharani portal, as 
well as issues related to the 
selection of the operating 
agency, the tender process, 
contract allocation, portal 
design, system architecture, 
and data security flaws.

Hyderabad, July 17 (GNS:  The Telangana 
State Agriculture Department has achieved 
another prestigious milestone. The Fer-
tilizer Control Order (FCO) laboratory in 
Rajendranagar has received accreditation 
from the National Accreditation Board 
for Testing and Calibration Laboratories 
(NABL). This accreditation officially certi-
fies that the laboratory operates in compli-
ance with international quality standards. 
Consequently, quality testing of fertilizers 
supplied to farmers will be conducted with 
greater accuracy and reliability. The Rajen-
dranagar FCO laboratory successfully im-
plemented ISO/IEC 17025:2017 standards 
and demonstrated technical competence 
meeting international benchmarks for the 
chemical analysis of fertilizers. Among the 
nine quality control laboratories (covering 

fertilizers, seeds, and pesticides) operating 
under the Telangana Agriculture Depart-
ment, the Rajendranagar FCO laboratory is 
the first to secure NABL accreditation. Cur-
rently, the laboratory has received NABL ac-
creditation for quality testing of Muriate of 

Potash (MoP) and Single Super Phosphate 
(SSP – both powder and granular) fertilizers. 
This accreditation is a matter of pride for 
the Telangana government and the Agricul-
ture Department. This development further 
strengthens the government's objective of

providing quality agricultural inputs to farm-
ers. It will play a pivotal role in bolstering the 
state's quality control system and instilling 
confidence among farmers regarding the 
quality of fertilizers. The NABL accredita-
tion secured by the Rajendranagar FCO 
(Fertilizer Control Order) laboratory marks 
the beginning of a phased process to obtain 
similar accreditation for other agricultural 
quality control laboratories across the state. 
This achievement underscores the govern-
ment's commitment to farmer welfare, the 
strengthening of the agricultural sector, and 
the provision of quality agricultural services 
by upgrading all state laboratories to meet 
international standards. Senior officials from 
the Agriculture Department briefed the Hon-
orable Minister for Agriculture, Sri Tummala 
Nageswara Rao, on the NABL accreditation.


