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Sharjeel Imam seeks bail 
in delhi riots case

Rajya Sabha Monsoon Session to Focus on 
Judicial, Tax and MSME Reforms

New Delhi, July 16 (UNI):  
Sharjeel Imam has moved the 
Delhi High Court seeking bail 
in the case alleging larger con-
spiracy into the commission 
of 2020 North East Delhi riots 
registered under UAPA. The 
matter will be heard tomorrow 
by a division bench compris-
ing Justice Prathiba M Singh 
and Justice Vikas Mahajan.

Imam has challenged the 
trial court order denying him 
bail on July 04. Vide the im-
pugned order, the trial court 
had said that the judgment 
of Gulfisha Fatima and Syed 
Iftikhar Andrabi has already 
been referred to a larger 
bench by the SC and as such 
unless the issue is settled, it 
could not consider the bail 

application of Imam on any 
ground. The judge added that 
he has no option but to follow 
the SC's judgment denying 
bail to Imam. The Court noted 
that the Supreme Court had 
said that only on the comple-
tion of the examination of the 
protected witnesses or upon 
expiry of one year from the 
date of said order, whichever 
is earlier. Imam would be at 
liberty to renew their prayer 
for grant of bail.For context, 
Khalid had filed plea seeking 
review of Supreme Court's 
January 5 order, which was 
dismissed. Imam had filed 
regular bail pleas after a coor-
dinate bench of the Supreme 
Court questioned the ruling 
denying bail to him.

New Delhi, July 16 (UNI)  
The Rajya Sabha is set for 
a busy Monsoon Session 
beginning from July 20, 
with the Union government 
unveiling a tentative Leg-
islative agenda that places 
judicial reforms, taxation 
measures and support for 
micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs) at the 
forefront.

According to the Parlia-
mentary Bulletin issued 
on Thursday, Members 
will deliberate on five new 
Bills, alongside key pending 
legislation, covering areas 
such as the expansion of the 
Supreme Court’s strength, 
amendments to income 
tax provisions, reforms in 

the MSME sector, stricter 
birth and death registra-
tion norms, and changes to 
the law on national honour, 
reflecting the Government’s 
broad reform priorities.

The bulletin announced 
that Rukmini Mallik, Rajya 
Sabha member from West 
Bengal, has resigned from 
the House. Her resignation 
has been accepted by the 
Upper House Chairman C.P. 

Radhakrishnan with effect 
from Thursday, resulting in 
the vacation of her seat, it 
added. Importantly, five new 
Bills are expected to be in-
troduced during the session. 
These include the Income-
tax (Amendment) Bill, 2026, 
intended to replace an Or-
dinance and deepen India’s 
sovereign debt market; the 
Supreme Court (Number 
of Judges) Amendment Bill, 

2026, proposing an increase 
in the sanctioned strength of 
Supreme Court judges from 
33 to 37 (excluding the Chief 
Justice of India); the Regis-
tration of Births and Deaths 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, 
which seeks to tighten pro-
visions relating to delayed 
registration; the Prevention 
of Insults to National Hon-
our (Amendment) Bill, 2026; 
and the Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises Devel-
opment (Amendment) Bill, 
2026, aimed at improving 
the ease of doing business, 
addressing delayed pay-
ments, strengthening arbi-
tration enforcement, and 
reforming MSME facilitation 
councils.

Delhi HC orders daily health monitoring 
for fasting Sonam Wangchuk

SC Questions Third Language 
Introduction in Class 9 Under CBSE

Border Infrastructure Crucial 
Despite Tech Warfare: Rajnath

Kharge Urges PM Modi to Hold All-Party 
Meet on Delimitation Bills

Hyderabad native critical 
after US mall stabbing

New Delhi, July 16 (GNS): 
Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge on Thurs-
day wrote to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and urged 
him to convene an all-party 
meeting to discuss the gov-
ernment’s revised Bills on 
delimitation before they are 
introduced in Parliament 
during the upcoming Mon-
soon Session. In his letter, 
Kharge recalled that the Con-
gress had repeatedly sought 
broader consultations on the 
issue earlier this year.

He said that throughout 
March and April 2026, he 
had written to the Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister re-
questing an all-party meet-
ing on the government’s 
delimitation proposals, but 
those requests were not ac-
cepted. Kharge also referred 
to the fate of the Constitu-
tion (131st Amendment) 
Bill, 2026, which failed to 

secure the constitutionally 
mandated two-thirds ma-
jority in the Lok Sabha on 
April 17, 2026. “All of March 
and April, 2026, I had been 
writing to the Hon’ble Min-
ister of Parliamentary Affairs 
requesting that the Union 
Government convene an All 
Party Meeting to discuss its 
proposals regarding delimi-
tation, etc. Unfortunately, 
these requests had not been 

accepted. The Constitution 
(131st Amendment) Bill, 
2026, then failed to secure 
the required two-thirds ma-
jority in the Lok Sabha by a 
clear margin,” Kharge wrote.

The Congress chief said 
media reports indicate that 
the Centre is planning to re-
introduce a revised version 
of the Constitution (131st 
Amendment) Bill, 2026, dur-
ing the forthcoming Mon-

soon Session of Parliament. 
“In light of these reports, I 
would once again request 
you to convene an All Party 
Meeting to discuss the Gov-
ernment’s revised proposals 
on delimitation and related 
issues, and provide adequate 
time for political parties to 
examine them in detail be-
fore they are introduced in 
Parliament,” he said. 

The letter was shared by 

Congress General Secretary 
(Communications) Jairam 
Ramesh and has also been 
posted by Kharge and the 
Congress party on X.

The Constitution (One 
Hundred and Thirty-First 
Amendment) Bill, 2026, along 
with the Delimitation Bill, 
2026, and the Union Territo-
ries Laws (Amendment) Bill, 
2026, was not passed by the 
Lok Sabha in April after failing 
to secure the required sup-
port. The proposed constitu-
tional amendment seeks to 
advance the implementation 
of women’s reservation in the 
Lok Sabha and state legislative 
assemblies. It also provides 
for a substantial increase in 
the strength of the Lok Sabha 
and lays the groundwork for 
the next nationwide delimita-
tion exercise, which would re-
distribute parliamentary seats 
among states for the first time 
since 1976.

Hyderabad, July 16 (GNS): 
In an alleged hate crime, a 
man from Hyderabad was 
stabbed multiple times in a 
shopping mall in the United 
States. According to infor-
mation reaching the family 
of Syed Sohailuddin, he is 
in critical condition after 
being stabbed by a man in 
Valley Fair Mall in West Val-
ley City, Utah. The assailant 
reportedly asked the victim 
if he was a Muslim before 
stabbing him more than 15 
times. Sohailuddin, 37, was 
running a kiosk in the shop-
ping mall for the last two-
and-a-half years. Some by-
standers overpowered the 
assailant and took his knife 
before police arrived. He 
was identified as Peter Mi-
chael Larsen, 48. He alleg-
edly told police he targeted 
the Muslim victim and in-
tended to kill him. 

The incident occurred 

on July 13. Disturbing visu-
als of the attack were wide-
ly circulated on social me-
dia. The victim has been 
admitted to a hospital in 
West Valley City and is re-
ported to be in a critical 
condition. The family of 
Sohailuddin, a resident of 
the Toli Chowki area here, 
has appealed to the gov-
ernment to immediately 
intervene in the matter. 
They have requested Min-
ister for External Affairs S. 
Jaishankar to take up the 
issue with the US authori-
ties and arrange visas for 

them to travel to the US.
Sohailuddin’s wife, Am-

reen Firdouse, fainted on 
learning about the attack. 
The couple has two chil-
dren, aged five and three 
years. His sister-in-law, 
Asma Firdouse, requested 
the External Affairs Minis-
ter to take up the issue with 
US authorities and issue an 
emergency visa to at least 
two family members.

Majlis Bachao Tehreek 
(MBT) spokesman Am-
jed Ullah Khan called on 
the family members of So-
hailuddin. 

New Delhi, July 16 (GNS): 
As educationist and cli-
mate activist Sonam Wang-
chuk’s fast-unto-death en-
tered its 19th day, the Delhi 
High Court on Thursday 
directed the Centre and 
the Delhi government 
to ensure daily clinical 
monitoring of his medical 
condition and undertake 
all necessary medical in-
tervention to address any 
deterioration in his health.

A Division Bench of 
Chief Justice Devendra Ku-
mar Upadhyaya and Jus-
tice Tejas Karia passed the 
direction while disposing 
of a Public Interest Litiga-
tion (PIL) seeking urgent 
medical intervention for 
Wangchuk, who has been 
on an indefinite hunger 
strike at Jantar Mantar. 
Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, appearing for the 
Centre and the Delhi gov-

ernment, submitted that 
Wangchuk’s health is al-
ready being monitored 
regularly by government 
doctors and medical ex-
perts. “The health condi-
tion of Wangchuk shall be 
regularly monitored on a 
daily basis by government 
doctors. Depending on 
the opinion of the doctors, 
whatever medical inter-
vention is needed to check 
the deteriorating health 
condition of Wangchuk 
shall also be taken,” the SG 
Mehta told the Delhi High 

Court on instructions. Re-
cording the assurance, the 
CJ Upadhyaya-led Bench 
observed: “Life of any citi-
zen is precious and all ef-
forts ought to be made by 
the government authori-
ties to save the same.”

During the hearing, the 
Delhi High Court orally 
remarked that it wanted 
Wangchuk to be examined 
regularly by government 
doctors and that any medi-
cation required on the 
basis of medical opinion 
should be administered.

New Delhi, July 16 (GNS):  The 
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day expressed concern over 
the introduction of a third 
language at the Class 9 level 
under the CBSE curriculum, 
observing that requiring stu-
dents to begin learning a new 
language at that stage could 
place unnecessary stress on 
those preparing for Board ex-
aminations. A Bench of Jus-
tices B.V. Nagarathna and 
R. Mahadevan made the 
observations while hearing 
the Tamil Nadu govt’s appeal 
against a Madras HC judg-
ment directing it to facilitate 
the establishment of (JNVs) 
in every district of the state.

Although the validity of 
the CBSE’s revised three-lan-
guage policy was not directly 
under challenge in the pro-
ceedings, the issue surfaced 
during arguments relating to 
TN’s opposition to JNVs on 
the ground that the schools 

follow a three-language 
framework. Questioning the 
rationale behind introducing 
a new language at the sec-
ondary level, the Justice Nag-
arathna-led Bench remarked: 
“Don’t have a new language 
in 9th standard please. In 5th 
or 6th standard, you can start 
a third language. And by 9th 
standard, it should stop, the 
third language. See the stress 
they are having. Advise your 
government. The student in 
me is still alive!”

When informed that the 
third language becomes 

compulsory only from Class 
9 in CBSE schools, the top 
court remarked that such a 
move would impose avoid-
able academic pressure.

“No, that is very bad. 9th 
standard is stressful. Why 
do you introduce a new lan-
guage in 9th? You introduce 
it in 6th,” Justice Nagarathna 
said, recalling that students 
during her schooling began 
learning a third language in 
middle school itself. She said 
students in her school had the 
option of studying Kannada, 
Hindi or Sanskrit as the third 
language, and added that 
“the earlier, the better” when 
it comes to language learn-
ing. The apex court judge fur-
ther observed that students 
already start preparing for the 
Class 10 Board examinations 
from the end of Class 8 and 
introducing a new language 
in Class 9 would only add to 
the burden.

New Delhi, July 16 (UNI)De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Thursday said border 
infrastructure will remain 
indispensable in the future 
despite the evolution of 
technology-driven warfare, 
which increasingly entails 
non-contact conflicts.

Speaking at the Border 
Roads Organisation (BRO) 
Strategic Infrastructure Con-
clave here, Singh said, “Even 
as state-of-the-art weapons 
and platforms are being in-
ducted into the armed forces 
to address the challenges 
posed by the evolving nature 
of warfare, ports, airfields, 
roads and tunnels will con-
tinue to play an indispens-
able role in the future.” He 
emphasised that while the 
outcome of a war was largely 
determined by military prow-
ess, precision capabilities 
and modern technologies, 
basic infrastructure remains 

central to enabling military 
operations. The minister said 
the first front of a war was not 
at the border itself, but on the 
roads that take soldiers to the 
frontline. He commended the 
BRO for adopting niche tech-
nologies to create robust in-
frastructure and for carrying 
forward the Narendra Modi 
government’s resolve to build 
world-class infrastructure, 
strengthen national security 
and transform India. Stating 
that the focus on infrastruc-
ture after Independence did 
not match the nation’s capa-
bilities and requirements.
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The global payments ecosystem stands at a regulatory crossroads. At its 
upcoming June 2025 plenary, the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), 
the international body that sets anti-money laundering standards, will 

decide whether its Recommendation 16 (R.16) reforms keep pace with the 
times or if they reinforce a status quo that disadvantages innovation in the 
Global South.

The issue on the table is deceptively narrow: whether to continue exempt-
ing card payments from certain reporting obligations under R.16 while deny-
ing the same relief to instant payment systems (IPS), even when they offer 
equal or better safeguards. But the implications are sweeping - touching on 
competitiveness, financial inclusion, and global equity in digital infrastruc-
ture. The FATF's own consultations have revealed a clear trend. Industry play-
ers, regulators, and development institutions such as the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), have urged the task force to treat similar-
ly secure systems equally. Yet, a carve-out for card networks, prevalent in the 
developed world, remains intact, while newer, fast-growing IPS, like India's 
Unified Payments Interface (UPI), remain excluded.

This exemption appears to rest on the assumption that card-based pay-
ments are inherently less risky. The data, however, tell a different story. UPI 
processed over $2.2 trillion worth of transactions in FY 2023-24, with a fraud-
to-sales ratio below 1 basis point, lower than comparable figures for cards in 
many OECD countries. Unlike many card transactions that lack identity-level 
details, UPI transactions are tightly monitored through real-time analytics, 
dual-factor authentication, and regulatory oversight. India has made its case 
forcefully. In its submission to FATF, it argued that a blanket denial of exemp-
tions to all IPS, despite objective evidence of compliance and safety, amounts 
to regulatory inequity. And it isn't alone. Brazil, Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
several others have voiced similar concerns. The FATF Secretariat itself, to its 
credit, proposed a middle path: allow exemptions for IPS that meet defined 
AML/CFT thresholds and security protocols. But several FATF members ap-
pear reluctant to move forward.

That hesitation risks entrenching an outdated framework. Card networks, 
mostly headquartered in the West, benefit from historical precedence. IPS, by 
contrast, are homegrown innovations in emerging markets, cheaper, faster, 
and vital for financial inclusion. Exempting one while penalising the other 
undermines the FATF's stated goal of being technology-agnostic and global 
in its outlook.

The principle at stake is straightforward: same risk, same regulation. No one 
argues that all IPS are equal. But if an IPS meets or exceeds the risk controls 
in card networks, it should be treated accordingly. Anything less is not only 
inefficient - it is unfair. The FATF's challenge is further complicated by geo-
politics. Its membership is dominated by developed nations, while its stan-
dards are binding across a much broader global network. This disparity risks 
alienating large swathes of the developing world, where IPS are not only tools 
of convenience but of inclusion. Denying them equitable treatment will raise 
uncomfortable questions about FATF's legitimacy and representation.

India has rightly argued that if fairness cannot be embedded into the fi-
nal R.16 amendment, then the entire reform package should be deferred. The 
current Mexican presidency of the FATF has prioritised financial inclusion. 
Pushing through a standard that sidelines IPS would starkly contradict that 
agenda.

Global standard-setting cannot operate on legacy assumptions. The FATF 
must seize this moment to align its rules with the realities of modern pay-
ments. A framework that extends card-like exemptions to qualifying IPS 
would not only support innovation but also encourage best practices globally. 
Failing that, the FATF risks losing both credibility and relevance.

India and its peers in the Global South have made their stance clear: equity 
in financial regulation is not optional, it is fundamental. The ball now lies in 
FATF's court. The world will be watching.

The debate over FATF Recommendation 16 highlights a larger question 
about the future of digital finance and whether global regulations can adapt 
to rapidly changing technologies. As countries increasingly adopt instant 
payment systems, regulatory frameworks must evolve to recognise innova-
tions that improve transparency, accessibility, and security.

For developing economies, digital payment platforms have become power-
ful tools for expanding financial inclusion. Millions of people who previously 
lacked access to traditional banking services are now participating in formal 
financial systems through mobile-based payment solutions. Any regulatory 
approach that limits the growth of such systems could slow down progress 
toward inclusive economies.

India’s UPI model has emerged as a global example of how technology-
driven payment infrastructure can combine speed, affordability, and security. 
Several countries have shown interest in adopting similar systems, reflecting 
the growing demand for alternatives to traditional payment networks.

Experts argue that global financial rules should focus on measurable risks 
rather than the origin or type of payment technology. A risk-based approach 
would encourage innovation while ensuring that strong safeguards against 
money laundering and terrorist financing remain in place.

The FATF’s decision will also influence how emerging markets approach fu-
ture digital infrastructure investments. Fair treatment of advanced payment 
systems could encourage more countries to develop secure domestic plat-
forms and reduce dependence on older international networks.

At the same time, regulators must maintain a balance between innovation 
and financial security. Greater flexibility for instant payment systems should 
come with clear compliance requirements, including transaction monitoring, 
identity verification, and data protection measures.

The outcome of the FATF discussions could set an important precedent for 
international digital finance governance. A technology-neutral framework 
would strengthen cooperation among countries and ensure that regulatory 
standards remain relevant in a rapidly changing financial landscape.

As the global economy becomes increasingly digital, equal treatment of 
secure payment systems will be essential for building a more inclusive and 
balanced financial ecosystem. The decision on Recommendation 16 will de-
termine whether global regulations support the next generation of payment 
innovations or remain tied to traditional models.

Why India Is Pushing FATF To 
Ease Its Rules For UPI Payments

Raina MacIntyre

A new case of alleged 
smuggling of bio-
logical materials 

into the US has occurred, 
with a Chinese student ar-
rested on June 8 for post-
ing four packages over a 
six month period to the 
University of Michigan. 
These contained biologi-
cal materials for cultivat-
ing roundworm.

Only days before that, 
two other Chinese nation-
als were charged for at-
tempting to smuggle a 
crop-damaging fungus, 
Fusarium graminearum, 
into the same lab at the 
University of Michigan. 
Two separate cases involv-
ing Chinese nationals and 
the same US university is a 
red flag that American au-
thorities would no doubt 
be investigating. More 
broadly, it raises concerns 
about inadequate over-
sight of international bio-
logical research collabora-
tions. Roundworm is not 
a biological weapon, but 
the fungus smuggled in 
the earlier incident could 
be used to damage crops, 
which would be agricul-
tural bioterrorism.

Biological weapons are 
the use of bacteria, viruses, 
bacterial toxins and other 
biological material to inflict 
harm on humans, animals 
or crops. When used by na-
tion states, it is called bio-
warfare, and when used by 
non-state actors (such as 
terrorist groups) it is called 
bioterrorism. Smuggling of 
dangerous biological mate-

rials is only one geopoliti-
cal aspect of biosecurity.

Three years ago, an ille-
gal laboratory was acciden-
tally identified in Reedley, 
California, containing ge-
netically engineered mice 
and a range of viruses. This 
lab was owned by a Chinese 
biotech company that was 
supposedly making COVID 
rapid antigen tests. For this 
one lab that was detected, 
how many other clandes-
tine labs may be flying 
under the radar? And how 
many illegal importations 
of biological materials have 
never been detected?

Bioweapons are called 
“the poor man's nuke” be-
cause they are far more ac-
cessible than nuclear weap-
ons. Whilst we do not know 
if there was nefarious intent 
around these few identified 
incidents, they highlight 
the risk of a Trojan Horse 
attack in any country, 

where biological weapons 
can be smuggled in using 
the postal service, or can be 
developed on site using a 
shopfront with a seemingly 
harmless purpose.

We need screening, 
surveillance, early warn-
ings, regulation, oversight 
and legislation to address 
this complex threat. Some 
methods exist for screen-
ing postal mail, which are 
specific for detecting an-
thrax, or which treat the 
mail with radiation or heat, 
but broader screening is 
needed. Early warning sys-
tems that use AI to detect 
potential biological attacks 
can improve preparedness. 
The technology for creat-
ing new viruses and ge-
netic engineering of exist-
ing viruses to make them 
more lethal has advanced 
at a much faster pace than 
our systems for regulating 
biological risks. Gene syn-

thesis has dropped in cost 
by more than 250-fold in a 
decade and Canadian sci-
entists created an extinct 
virus, very closely related 
to smallpox, in a lab in 
2017. This means the vi-
rus that caused smallpox, 
could be created in a lab. 
It could be smuggled into 
another country or created 
onsite in a rogue lab. Do it 
yourself (DIY) biology, too, 
is expanding rapidly, and 
self-regulated. The popu-
larity of DIY biology means 
lab-in-a-box and other 
equipment are readily 
available for purchase on-
line. This means terrorists 
could acquire all the nec-
essary means to produce 
and then deploy a biologi-
cal weapon.

There is also the ”insider 
threat” where highly skilled 
insiders may collude with 
terrorist groups or hostile 
states within regulated lab-

oratories. Currently most 
countries do not have ad-
equate awareness or pro-
cesses to detect espionage 
within universities. Nor do 
we have adequate legisla-
tion to urgently remove a 
suspected rogue scientist 
from a lab - the FBI inves-
tigation into the main sus-
pect of the 2001 anthrax at-
tacks in the US took years, 
which is too long for pre-
vention of a planned bio-
logical attack.

In terms of other laws 
and regulations, such as 
the Biological Weapons 
Convention (BWC), the 
Cartegena Protocol, local 
gene regulation laws and 
the International Health 
Regulations (IHR), none 
adequately address the 
need. The BWC focuses 
on nation states as actors 
rather than on terrorists, 
and is not enforceable or 
auditable.

Ashraf Nehal

In the immediate after-
math of the April 2022 
Pahalgam terror attack - 

where Indian civilians were 
targeted in a region long 
destabilised by cross-border 
militancy - an old but deeply 
flawed analogy began circu-
lating with renewed vigour: 
that India is becoming Isra-
el, with Pakistan being tout-
ed as the new ‘Palestine'. 
This comparison, invoked 
by a range of commentators 
from populist influencers to 
academic quarters, attempts 
to overlay the Middle East-
ern fault lines onto South 
Asia. However, while super-
ficially tempting, this anal-
ogy is strategically mislead-
ing, historically untrue, and 
morally hazardous.

At its core, the Israel-Pal-
estine conflict is a struggle 
between a militarily domi-
nant state and a stateless 
people living under occupa-
tion. It is defined by asym-
metric power, a denial of 
sovereignty, and ongoing 
territorial annexation. India 
and Pakistan, by contrast, 
are both fully sovereign 
states that emerged from a 
negotiated partition of Brit-
ish India in 1947, each with 
their own internationally 
recognised borders and UN 
memberships. The bilat-
eral conflict, especially over 
Kashmir, stems not from 
a denial of statehood but 
from unresolved territorial 
claims. Pakistan's contin-
ued insistence on linking 
Kashmir to Palestine flat-
tens these distinctions and 
obfuscates the history of 
Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ism across Indian territory 
- from Punjab and Jammu & 

Kashmir to episodic destabi-
lisation in India's Northeast.

Equating Pakistani ac-
tions with Palestinian re-
sistance also undermines 
the moral and strategic 
integrity of the Palestinian 
cause. It erases the fact that, 
unlike Palestinians under 
occupation, Pakistan has 
used its sovereign appara-
tus to sponsor and shelter 
groups involved in acts of 
terror. This deliberate state 
complicity - acknowledged 
even by global institutions 
- makes Pakistan an aggres-
sor, not an aggrieved actor.

One of the more danger-
ous simplifications of the 
analogy lies in the misrep-
resentation of internal mi-
nority politics in both re-
gions. It is true that India is 
facing criticism over recent 
communal tensions, polar-
ised discourse, and policies 
perceived as marginalising 
Muslims. However, equat-
ing that with the condition 
of Palestinians under oc-
cupation ignores the differ-
ence between a flawed de-
mocracy and an apartheid 
state structure.

In India, Muslims remain 
an electorally significant, 

constitutionally recognised 
group whose cultural, lin-
guistic, and religious insti-
tutions are protected under 
law. Their political presence 
- though under strain - re-
mains visible. From Mau-
lana Abul Kalam Azad, the 
country's first Education 
Minister, to Dr APJ Abdul 
Kalam, one of India's most 
beloved Presidents, the lead-
ership and legacy of Indian 
Muslims is historically well-
anchored. In contemporary 
times, figures like Asadud-
din Owaisi, a staunch gov-
ernment critic, and Salman 
Khurshid, a senior Congress 
leader with no constitution-
al post, were both part of 
an all-party delegation sent 
abroad to brief international 
counterparts in the after-
math of Operation Sindoor. 
Their inclusion, despite be-
ing politically oppositional, 
signals a rare bipartisan 
consensus on matters of na-
tional security.

Contrast this with Paki-
stan, where Ahmadiyyas are 
constitutionally barred from 
calling themselves Muslims, 
and Shias are frequently 
targeted in sectarian vio-
lence. The state's own struc-

tures are often complicit in 
marginalising non-Sunni 
groups, with blasphemy 
laws regularly weaponised 
against minorities. These are 
not merely social biases but 
systemic exclusions - legally 
and politically embedded.

Meanwhile, in Palestine, 
the question is not one of 
minority rights within a sov-
ereign state but of basic hu-
man existence under foreign 
occupation. Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza live 
without freedom of move-
ment, due legal process, or 
political autonomy. Lump-
ing these distinct contexts 
together does violence to 
the nuance required to ad-
dress each problem on its 
own terms.

India's security doctrine 
has consistently emphasised 
that its conflict is not with 
the people of Pakistan but 
with its military-intelligence 
apparatus and its use of ter-
rorism as statecraft. From 
the insurgency in Kashmir 
and the Khalistani separat-
ist movement in Punjab to 
arms flowing into the North-
east in the 1980s and 1990s, 
India's internal challenges 
have often traced back to 

external sponsorship. These 
were not acts of a stateless 
community demanding 
dignity but the result of a 
neighbour using irregular 
war to destabilise a regional 
adversary.

Israel, by contrast, has 
often responded to Palestin-
ian armed resistance with 
disproportionate force - de-
molishing homes, bombing 
refugee camps, and apply-
ing collective punishment 
policies. These actions have 
generated global concern 
about human rights viola-
tions, and rightly so. How-
ever, attempts to map these 
punitive actions onto India's 
counter-terror operations 
obscure the scale, nature, 
and intent of both countries' 
military strategies.

What makes the anal-
ogy particularly hollow is 
India's long-standing com-
mitment to the Palestinian 
cause. Even under the Modi 
government, which has ex-
panded strategic ties with 
Israel, India has repeatedly 
reaffirmed its support for 
a two-state solution and 
spoken against occupation 
at UN fora. Far from mim-
icking Israeli policy, India 
has walked a diplomatic 
tightrope - deepening bilat-
eral defence relations with 
Israel while maintaining 
principled solidarity with 
Palestine. Conflating these 
divergent positions is not 
only analytically lazy but 
diplomatically counterpro-
ductive. It risks damaging 
India's credibility in the 
Global South, especially at a 
time when New Delhi seeks 
to position itself as a media-
tor and developmental part-
ner in multilateral spaces. 

The World can no longer ignore 
bioterrorism as a threat

No, India Is Not Israel, And Pak Is Not Palestine
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Centre unveils Rs 2.3 crore startup challenge 
to boost renewable energy innovation

No more obstacles in case of NSE 
IPO: SEBI Chairman

LIC Housing Finance cuts lending 
rates to 7.50 pc on new home 

Salem steel plant to play key role 
in achieving 300 MT production 

target by 2030: Minister

DGCA Orders Removal of 3 Air 
India Officials, Airline Complies

Gross direct tax collections up 4.9 pc at 
Rs 5.45 lakh crore, refunds rise 58 pc

New Delhi, July 16 (GNS): 
The government on Satur-
day launched an innovative 
‘Start-Up Challenge’ with 
a total prize pool of Rs 2.3 
crore to accelerate rooftop 
solar and distributed renew-
able energy innovations in 
the country.  The selected 
innovators will compete for 
Rs 2.3 crore, including Rs 
1 crore for first prize, Rs 50 
lakh for second prize, Rs 30 
lakh for third prize, and 10 
consolation prizes of Rs 5 
lakh each. Last sate for appli-
cation is August 20 and the 
result will be announced on 
September 10. Winners will 
also gain incubation sup-
port, pilot implementation 
opportunities, and mentor-
ship from domain experts 
and investors, facilitated by 
MNRE and NISE, according 
to a Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy statement.

The unique national in-
novation challenge aims to 
identify and support break-
through solutions for India's 
rooftop solar and distrib-
uted energy ecosystem. It is 

being implemented under 
the aegis of MNRE with sup-
port from the National Insti-
tute of Solar Energy (NISE), 
and in coordination with 
StartUp India, DPIIT. The 
Start-Up Challenge seeks 
applications from innova-
tors and startups in India, 
focusing on four key cat-
egories to boost renewable 
energy adoption.

These are affordabil-
ity – making rooftop so-
lar affordable for low- and 
middle-income households 
using innovative financing, 
modular systems, and cir-
cular economy strategies. 

Resilience is another cat-
egory, to enhance climate 
resilience, grid stability, and 
cybersecurity in solar infra-
structure, especially for vul-
nerable and remote areas.

Inclusivity – expanding 
access to underserved com-
munities through commu-
nity solar, virtual net meter-
ing, and inclusive financing 
models, and 'environmental 
sustainability' – promoting 
eco-friendly technologies 
such as solar panel recy-
cling, land-neutral solar de-
ployment, and hybrid clean 
energy models, are the last 
two categories.

Mumbai, July 16 (GNS):
There is “no obstacle” re-
main for the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) to proceed 
with its much-awaited IPO 
plans, SEBI Chairman Tuhin 
Kanta Pandey has said.  
Speaking at the FE CFO 
Awards here, Pandey said 
there is no obstacle that “will 
remain in the case of NSE 
IPO”. However, when asked 
whether the NSE IPO could 
see the light of the day ahead 
of Diwali this year, the mar-
kets regulator chief declined 
to comment on any timeline.

Earlier this month, Ash-
ish Kumar Chauhan, Man-
aging Director and CEO of 
NSE, said NSE is waiting for 
the no objection certificate 
(NOC) from the capital mar-
kets regulator and once it is 
received, the stock exchange 
would begin the process of 
filing its draft red herring 
prospectus (DRHP) for a 
much-awaited IPO.

Speaking to IANS, Ashish 
Chauhan said the exchange 
has sought a ‘No Objection 
Certificate’ (NOC) from the 

Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI). After 
getting the NOC, "we will 
prepare our draft red her-
ring prospectus (DRHP) and 
then, we will send it back to 
the SEBI. After that, they will 
take their time to approve 
it", said Ashish Chauhan.

Last month, SEBI Chair-
man had said the pending 
issues surrounding the NSE 
IPO will be resolved soon, 
and the regulator will move 
forward with the process.

At the ‘FE CFO Awards’, 
SEBI Chairman said that 
market manipulation will 
not be tolerated and they 
will keep a close watch, as 

manipulation in SME initial 
public offerings (IPOs) is 
rising. The capital markets 
regulator has, in the recent 
past, issued multiple orders 
related to SME IPOs, alleging 
fund siphoning, manipula-
tion of issue subscriptions, 
incorrect disclosures, and 
other irregularities.

“We will continue to 
watch. On market manipu-
lation, we will come down 
very hard going forward. I 
mean, we have come hard 
earlier also, but I think going 
forward, market manipula-
tion will be one which we 
will not tolerate,” he said 
during an event here.

Mumbai, July 16 (GNS): LIC 
Housing Finance on Satur-
day said it has reduced rate of 
interest on new home loans 
by 50 basis points.  With this 
revision, interest rates on 
new home loan sanctions will 
now start from 7.50 per cent, 
effective June 19, coincid-
ing with the company’s 36th 
Foundation Day. This move 
follows the recent repo rate 
cuts announced by the RBI’s 
Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC), with LIC HFL passing 
on the benefit to new home 
loan customers to encour-
age home ownership and im-
prove affordability.

“As we mark our 36th 
Foundation Day, we remain 
committed to making home 
ownership more accessible. 
The rate cut is a continua-
tion of our effort to align with 
RBI’s policy direction and 
pass on the benefits to our 
customers,” said Tribhuwan 
Adhikari, MD and CEO, LIC 
Housing Finance.

“We are confident this 
move will provide an added 
boost to housing demand, 

especially in the affordable 
and mid-income segments, 
where aspirations of own-
ing a home are closely tied 
to interest rate dynamics,” 
he added. Earlier this week, 
the State Bank of India (SBI) 
reduced its lending rate by 
50 basis points following the 
Reserve Bank's policy rate 
cut. With the latest round of 
reduction, the Repo Linked 
Lending Rate (RLLR) of SBI 
would come down by 50 basis 
points to 7.75 per cent.

SBI has also reduced the 
External Benchmark Based 
Lending Rate (EBLR) by simi-
lar basis points to 8.15 per 
cent from 8.65 per cent ear-
lier. The State Bank of India 
revised interest rates came 
into effect from June 15.

Following the RBI ac-
tion, most of the banks have 
slashed lending rate. Earlier, 
HDFC bank had also cut its 
lending rate to offer a maxi-
mum interest rate of 6.6 per 
cent per annum on Fixed De-
posits with principal amount 
less than Rs 3 crore for gen-
eral citizens.

New Delhi, July 16 (GNS): 
Steel is not just a material 
but the backbone of national 
development and from in-
frastructure to innovation, 
the government’s goal is 
'growth with responsibility', 
Minister for Steel and Heavy 
Industries, HD Kumaraswa-
my, has said.  During his visit 
to Salem Steel Plant, a unit 
of SAIL, the minister said 
the level of technological so-
phistication and discipline 
I’ve seen here is commend-
able. "This plant reflects the 
true spirit of Make in India,” 
the minister noted. The visit 
came as part of the broader 
vision of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to make India 
a global leader in steel pro-
duction, targeting 300 mil-
lion tonnes (MT) by 2030, 
achieving Net Zero emis-
sions by 2070, and building a 
Viksit Bharat by 2047.

During his tour of the 
plant, Kumaraswamy ob-
served first-hand the com-
prehensive process of steel 

production — from raw 
scrap to molten metal and 
finished slabs. He visited 
critical operational areas 
including the Scrapyard, 
Steel Melting Shop, Electric 
Arc Furnace (EAF), and Slab 
Caster. He also witnessed 
advanced equipment like 
the Torch Cutting Machine 
and the transformation of 
molten iron into hot rolled 
coils and cold rolling mill.

The Electric Arc Furnace-
based route at Salem plays a 
key role in cleaner, sustain-
able steelmaking aligned 
with India’s decarbonisa-
tion commitments. Kuma-
raswamy also visited the 
Cold Rolling Mill, where 
premium-quality stainless 
steel is produced for wide-
ranging uses. “The finished 
products emerging from this 
plant touch millions of lives 
every day from homes to in-
dustries,” he stated. These 
outputs serve critical sectors 
such as railways, defence, 
energy, infrastructure.

New Delhi, July 16 (GNS): 
After the Directorate Gener-
al of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
launched stringent action 
against Air India over seri-
ous lapses in crew sched-
uling protocols, directing 
it to remove three senior 
officials from rostering de-
partment without delay, the 
airline said on Saturday it 
has acknowledged the reg-
ulator’s directive and have 
implemented the order.  
DGCA ordered Air India to 
remove the three officials 
from all roles and respon-
sibilities related to crew 
scheduling and rostering.

According to a formal di-
rective issued by the avia-
tion regulator, it identified 

the trio as being directly 
responsible for multiple 
violations, including unau-
thorised and non-compli-
ant crew pairings, breaches 
of mandatory licensing re-
quirements, and a failure 
to adhere to flight crew re-
cency norms.

The DGCA described the 
situation as a "systemic 
failure" in both scheduling 
procedures and supervi-
sory oversight. An Air In-
dia spokesperson said that 
in the interim, the com-
pany's Chief Operations 
Officer will provide direct 
oversight to the Integrated 
Operations Control Centre 
(IOCC). “Air India is com-
mitted to ensuring that 

there is total adherence to 
safety protocols and stan-
dard practices,” said the 
airline. According to the 
DGCA, "these three offi-
cials have been involved in 
serious and repeated lapses 
regarding crew rostering," 
adding that internal disci-
plinary proceedings must 
be initiated against them 
within 10 days.

Currently reeling under 
the devastating AI 171 Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliner crash 
that killed at least 270 peo-
ple, including 241 passen-
gers and crew members, Air 
India is facing intense heat 
as the Aviation Industry 
Employees’ Guild (AIEG) 
has demanded.

New Delhi, July 16 (GNS): 
The gross direct tax collec-
tion (corporate tax, non-
corporate tax, securities 
transaction tax and other 
levies) in the current fiscal 
(2025-26) rose by 4.86 per 
cent to Rs 5.45 lakh crore 
(as of June 19), according to 
the latest figures released by 
the Income Tax (I-T) depart-
ment.  However, net collec-
tions saw a marginal decline 
due to a rise in refunds. Net 
direct tax collection saw a 
marginal decline of 1.39 per 
cent to Rs 4,58,822 crore 
from Rs 4,65,275 crore in 
the previous year. The gov-
ernment issued direct tax 
refunds of Rs 86,385 crore 
till June 19 — an increase of 
58.04 per cent as compared 
to the corresponding period 
of 2024-25, as per the official 
data. According to the Cen-
tral Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT), net direct tax col-
lection includes corporate 
tax at Rs 1.72 lakh crore (net 
of refund), non-corporate 
tax at Rs 2.72 lakh crore and 

securities transaction tax at 
Rs 13,013 crore (net of re-
fund). As the non-corporate 
tax collection fell 2.68 per 
cent in advance tax, cor-
porate tax grew by 5.68 per 
cent. Overall advance tax re-
ceipts grew by 3.87 per cent 
to Rs 1,55,533 crore.

Levied on the income or 
profit of a person, Direct 
taxes are directly paid by an 
individual to the govern-
ment. The I-T department 
recently launched the 'e-
Pay Tax' feature which aims 
to simplify tax-related pro-
cedures for taxpayers. The 
Union Budget has proposed 
a comprehensive overhaul 
of the Income-tax Act, 1961, 

to make the Act more trans-
parent. Meanwhile, India’s 
gross Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) collection for May 
2025 reached Rs 2.01 lakh 
crore, marking a 16.4 per 
cent rise compared to the 
Rs 1.72 lakh crore collected 
in May 2024. This marks the 
second month in a row that 
GST revenues have stayed 
above the Rs 2 lakh crore 
mark, indicating healthy 
economic activity and 
steady consumption growth. 
In April, GST collections had 
touched an all-time high 
of Rs 2.37 lakh crore, which 
was a 13 per cent jump from 
March, according to the 
Ministry of Finance data.

India’s house price index up 3.1 pc 
in Q4 FY25, Kolkata leads: RBI

Indian stock market shrugs off  midweek 
volatility, ends week on robust note

New Delhi, July 16 (GNS): 
The house price index (HPI) 
across India increased by 
3.1 per cent in the January-
March period (Q4 FY25), 
maintaining the same pace 
as the previous quarter (Q3). 

The Reserve Bank released 
its quarterly HPI data for Q4, 
based on transaction-level 
data received from the regis-
tration authorities in 10 ma-
jor cities. “All-India HPI in-
creased by 3.1 per cent (YoY) 
in Q4 2024-25 as compared 
with 3.1 per cent growth in 
the previous quarter and 4.1 
per cent growth a year ago; 
annual HPI growth varied 
widely across the cities - 
ranging from a high growth 
of 8.8 per cent (Kolkata) to 
a contraction of 2.3 per cent 
(Kochi),” according to a RBI 
statement. On a sequential 
basis, all-India HPI increased 
by 0.9 per cent in Q4.

Bengaluru, Jaipur, Kolkata 
and Chennai are the major 
cities recording a sequential 
rise in house prices during 
the latest quarter, the data 

showed. Kolkata topped the 
chart with an 8.8 per cent 
increase, while Kochi was 
the only city to witness a 
contraction, recording a de-
cline of 2.3 per cent. The 10 
cities covered in the index 
include Ahmedabad, Benga-
luru, Chennai, Delhi, Jaipur, 
Kanpur, Kochi, Kolkata, Luc-
know, and Mumbai. “House 
is not just an asset but also a 
durable consumption good 
for households, providing 
shelter and other services. 
A change in the house price 
affects the households’ per-

ceived lifetime wealth and 
hence influences the spend-
ing and borrowing decisions 
of households,” according 
to Central Bank. An increase 
in the house price raises the 
value of the housing relative 
to construction costs; hence 
a new construction is profit-
able when house price rises 
above the construction costs.

Residential investment is, 
therefore, positively related 
with house price increase. 
House prices also affect bank 
lending and vice versa. Fur-
ther, house price gains in-

crease housing collateral.
The potential two-way 

link between bank lending 
and house prices give rise 
to mutually reinforcing cy-
cles in credit and real estate 
markets. These indicate that 
house prices may affect eco-
nomic activity through pri-
vate consumption of house-
holds, residential investment 
and credit allocation of the 
financial systems. Thus, un-
derstanding the price trends 
of this segment of asset class 
is important for monetary 
policy formulation.

Mumbai, July 16 (GNS): The 
Indian equity benchmarks 
wrapped up the session on 
a robust note last week, de-
cisively breaking through 
critical resistance level, pro-
pelled by sustained institu-
tional accumulation, ana-
lysts said on Saturday. 

The Nifty 50 convincingly 
closed above the psycho-
logically significant 25,000 
mark on Friday, underscor-
ing bullish momentum. At 
the closing bell, the Sensex 
rallied 1,046.30 points, or 
1.29 per cent, to settle at a 
fresh high of 82,408.17, while 
the Nifty 50 advanced 319.15 
points, or 1.29 per cent, to 
end at 25,112.40.

“Relentless inflows from 
institutional investors  both 
Foreign Institutional In-
vestors (FIIs) and Domes-
tic Institutional Investors 
(DIIs)—acted as key tail-
winds, offsetting headwinds 
from prevailing geopolitical 
uncertainties and reinforcing 
positive sentiment across the 
street,” according to a note by 

Bajaj Broking Research. Nifty 
Index formed a sizable bull 
candle with a higher high and 
higher low signaling resump-
tion of up move after recent 
corrective consolidation. The 
index in the process closed 
firmly above the 25,000 levels 
signalling strength.

“Going forward, we antici-
pate the index to retest the 
upper boundary of the re-
cent five-week consolidation 
zone, currently pegged near 
the 25,200 mark. A decisive 
breakout above this resis-
tance band could open the 

door for an upward exten-
sion towards the 25,500 zone 
in the near term,” said the 
note. The Indian stock mar-
ket shrugged off midweek 
volatility triggered by esca-
lating tensions in the Middle 
East and a sharp spike in 
crude oil prices. The Reserve 
Bank of India’s relaxation 
of project financing norms 
provided a boost to financial 
stocks. “The RBI’s continued 
dovish tone — signalling po-
tential rate cuts on validating 
subdued inflation — further 
reinforced market confi-

dence, positioning monetary 
policy as a key stabilizing 
force amid global uncertain-
ty,” said Vinod Nair, Head 
of Research, Geojit Invest-
ments Ltd. Crude prices 
surged early in the week due 
to geopolitical unrest, spark-
ing concerns over inflation. 
However, the pace of growth 
in oil prices tapered signifi-
cantly after the initial spike, 
helping to ease fears of a sus-
tained inflationary rebound.

Investor sentiment toward 
the pharmaceutical sector 
has turned cautious follow-
ing the proposed imposition 
of new tariffs, said analysts.

With the deadline for a 90-
day pause on reciprocal tar-
iffs approaching, markets are 
closely tracking trade negoti-
ations and deal-making activ-
ity expected to unfold over the 
next two weeks. “Meanwhile, 
geopolitical uncertainty con-
tinues to loom, as statements 
from world leaders regarding 
possible military involvement 
in the Middle East keep mar-
kets on edge. 
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India Advances Global Green Hydrogen Leadership 
under National Green Hydrogen Mission

SC, ST Welfare Must Reach Every Eligible Benefi ciary: Commission Chairman

Skyroot set for maiden orbital launch of Vikram-1 on July 18Telangana Congress bans milk, 
water ablutions during party 

Hyderabad, July 16 (GNS)  In 
a significant milestone under 
the National Green Hydro-
gen Mission (NGHM), ACME 
Cleantech Solutions Private 
Limited (ACME Group) today 
secures long-term offtake 
deal with leading Japanese 
companies—IHI Corpora-
tion for Green Ammonia 
and Mitsubishi Gas Chemi-
cal Company, Inc. (MGC) 
for Green Methanol during a 
ceremony held at Atal Akshay 
Urja Bhawan, New Delhi.

The National Green Hy-
drogen Mission, approved in 
January 2023 with an outlay 
of 19,744 crore, aims to posi-
tion India as a global hub for 
the production, utilisation, 
and export of green hydro-
gen and its derivatives. Un-
der the Mission, the Strategic 

Interventions for Green Hy-
drogen Transition (SIGHT) 
Programme provides finan-
cial support for production 
through a transparent bid-
ding process conducted by 
the Solar Energy Corpora-
tion of India (SECI). ACME 
Group has been awarded 
a production capacity of 
3,70,000 tonnes per annum 
(370 kTPA) under the SIGHT 
Programme, forming the 
foundation for these export-
oriented agreements.

Under the deal with IHI 
Corporation, ACME will 
supply a total of 4,05,000 
tonnes per annum (405 
kTPA) of green ammonia. 
This arrangement is sup-
ported by Japan’s Contract 
for Difference (CfD) scheme 
for low-carbon ammonia, 

administered by METI, 
which provides price sup-
port to Japanese off-takers, 
thereby ensuring the long-
term commercial viability of 
such imports.

ACME has also signed a 
10-year agreement with Mit-
subishi Gas Chemical Com-
pany, Inc. for the supply of 
1,00,000 tonnes per annum 
(100 kTPA) of green metha-
nol from its Paradip facil-
ity. The project is aligned 
with global decarbonisa-
tion goals, particularly in 
the maritime sector, and is 
designed to meet European 
Renewable Fuels of Non-
Biological Origin (RFNBO) 
requirements as well as In-
ternational Maritime Orga-
nization (IMO) standards for 
cleaner marine fuels.

“I welcome Japan's deci-
sion to extend its CfD subsi-
dy support to the ACME-IHI 
Green Hydrogen project. It 
reflects the growing global 
confidence in India's green 
hydrogen ecosystem and 
our emergence as a trusted 
partner in the global clean 
energy transition. Under the 
leadership of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi ji, the 
National Green Hydrogen 
Mission is creating a strong 
and future-ready ecosystem. 
It is attracting global invest-
ments, building internation-
al partnerships, and opening 
new markets for Indian green 
hydrogen and its derivatives, 
said Union Minister for New 
& Renewable Energy and 
Consumer Affairs & Food 
and Public Distribution.

Hyderabad, July 16 (UNI) Hy-
derabad-based private space 
startup Skyroot Aerospace 
is set to attempt the maiden 
test flight of its orbital launch 
vehicle Vikram-1 from the 
Satish Dhawan Space Centre 
(SDSC-SHAR), Sriharikota, 
on July 18 at 11.30 am, mark-
ing India's first orbital launch 
attempt by a privately devel-
oped rocket. The mission, 
christened "Mission Aaga-
man", signifies the entry of 
India's private sector into the 
global orbital launch market.

Airspace and maritime 
authorities have issued the 
required Notices to Airmen 
(NOTAM) and maritime ad-
visories, designating restrict-
ed zones along the rocket's 
flight path. In a release here 
on Thursday, Skyroot Co-
founder and Chief Executive 
Officer Pawan Kumar Chan-
dana said all ground testing 
had been completed and the 
company was eager to evalu-

ate the rocket's performance 
in real flight conditions.

"This is our first test flight 
and the data generated will 
be invaluable. It will lay the 
foundation for establishing 
a regular launch cadence," 
he said. Vikram-1 will carry 
technology demonstra-
tion payloads from Gra-
haa Space, Cosmoserve, 
DCubed and Skyroot's own 

SCOPE payload, besides 
Cosmos Diamonds' artwork 
Cosmic Bloom and a micro-
art payload. Chandana said 
the global small satellite 
launch market continued 
to face supply constraints 
even as demand for satel-
lite-enabled services was 
growing rapidly, presenting 
significant opportunities 
for the company.

He described the launch 
clearance following exten-
sive testing as a defining 
milestone in India's space 
journey and said the mission 
marked the beginning of Sky-
root's effort to provide wider 
access to space. Skyroot Co-
founder and Chief Operating 
Officer Naga Bharath Daka 
said the mission represented 
the efforts of nearly 1,000 
people, over 400 suppliers 
and almost 3,000 days of de-
velopment.

"The in-flight data from 
this mission will help us vali-

date every technology de-
veloped over the years and 
enable us to build a reliable, 
on-demand launch company 
from India," he said.

According to the company, 
all stages of the Vikram-1 
launch vehicle have been in-
tegrated and stacked on the 
launch pad, while final inte-
grated checks, telemetry in-
terface tests and radar track-
ing system validations have 
been completed.

Standing about seven sto-
reys tall, Vikram-1 is a multi-
stage orbital launch vehicle 
built with an all-carbon com-
posite structure and powered 
by indigenously developed 
propulsion systems, includ-
ing 3D-printed engines and 
high-thrust solid rocket mo-
tors. It is designed to place 
satellites weighing up to 350 
kg into Low Earth Orbit, with 
the maiden mission targeting 
a 450-km orbit at a 60-degree 
inclination.

Hyderabad, July 16 : Telan-
gana Pradesh Congress 
Committee (TPCC) has 
banned milk and water 
ablutions during party 
programmes, party sourc-
es said on Thursday.

The ruling party has also 
banned garlanding leaders 
with JCBs and bulldozers.

State Congress Chief 
Mahesh Kumar Goud has 
issued instructions to the 
party cadres not to per-
form 'palaabhishekam' 
(milk ablutions) and 'jal-
abhishekam' (water ablu-
tions) under any circum-
stances at any Congress 
party programme, irre-
spective of the occasion or 
venue. He said that such 
programmes go against 
the principles of the Con-
gress party. He warned 
that those violating the 
party directions would 
face disciplinary action.

TPCC Vice-President T. 
Kumar Rao on Thursday 
issued a circular in this re-
gard. It states that the de-
cisions have been taken in 
accordance with the direc-
tions of AICC In-Charge 

for Telangana, Meenakshi 
Natrajan. He made it clear 
evert party functionary is 
required to adhere to the 
decision prohibiting 'Pal-
abhishekam' and 'Jalaab-
hishekam'. "Such practic-
es are completely contrary 
to the ideology and princi-
ples of the Congress Party 
which involves wastage 
of food items, specifically 
when people face malnu-
trition," the circular said.

The TPCC suggested 
that the party cadres may 
instead undertake distri-
bution of food items.

"Further it has been 
observed during the vis-
its of senior party lead-
ers across the State, some 
leaders have been us-
ing JCBs, bulldozers and 
other heavy machinery to 
place oversized garlands 
on them. This practice 
is strictly prohibited. As 
these vehicles are symbols 
of oppression, from now 
onwards, the use of such 
vehicles or machinery for 
garlanding party leaders 
will also invite disciplinary 
action," it said.

Telangana Govt committed to maximising Godavari 
waters, completing Sitarama project: Bhatti

Hindu Student Of 
Hyderabad School 
Asked To Read ‘Kalma’

Hyderabad, July 16 (GNS)  
Telangana Deputy Chief 
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vi-
kramarka on Thursday said 
the Congress government is 
committed to maximising 
the utilisation of Godavari 
river waters through gravity 
and lift irrigation projects 
and completing the Sita-
rama Lift Irrigation Scheme 
at the earliest.

Speaking to the media 
fter inspecting the Sita-
rama Lift Irrigation Scheme 
and the Seethamma Sagar 
Multipurpose Project in 
Bhadradri Kothagudem dis-
trict along with Ministers N 
Uttam Kumar Reddy and 
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy, 
Bhatti said the government 
was implementing a com-
prehensive plan to tackle 

climate change challenges 
and ensure water security 
for agriculture.

He said all pumps at the 
Devadula Lift Irrigation 
Scheme were recently op-

erated at full capacity to fill 
22 reservoirs across 12 dis-
tricts and 17 Assembly con-
stituencies, and directed 
officials to expedite works 
under the Sitarama project 

to ensure irrigation reaches 
the tail-end ayacut.

Alleging that the previ-
ous BRS government rede-
signed the Rajiv Sagar and 
Indira Sagar projects, lead-

ing to a sharp escalation in 
costs, Bhatti said the Con-
gress government had de-
cided to complete the proj-
ect after reviewing it in view 
of the substantial public 
investment already made.

He said pending works, 
including distributary ca-
nals, reservoir connectivity, 
and link canals to fill the 
Wyra and Paleru reservoirs, 
were being expedited under 
a monthly action plan.

Reiterating the govern-
ment's commitment to 
transparency, Bhatti said 
every possible effort would 
be made to utilise Goda-
vari waters effectively and 
fulfil the long-pending ir-
rigation needs of farmers 
in the region. Bhatti Vikra-
marka further stated that 

irrigation projects would 
be executed with a focus 
on long-term sustain-
ability and efficient water 
management. He said the 
government was prioritis-
ing completion of ongoing 
projects rather than leaving 
them incomplete, ensur-
ing that the benefits reach 
farmers at the earliest.

He also directed officials 
to closely monitor the prog-
ress of works and main-
tain coordination among 
various departments in-
volved in the projects. The 
Deputy Chief Minister said 
strengthening irrigation 
infrastructure would play 
a key role in improving ag-
ricultural productivity and 
supporting the livelihood of 
farmers across Telangana.

Hyderabad, July 16 (GNS)  
A controversy erupted at 
a private school in Hyder-
abad following an allega-
tion that a Hindu student of 
Class 2 was assigned Islamic 
religious verses as home-
work. The student was 
asked to recite ‘Kalima’ and 
‘Sura Fatiha’. The incident 
occurred at a school in the 
Saidabad area.

The parents of the stu-
dent confronted the school 
management, questioning 
the appropriateness of such 
an act within an academic 
environment. The parents 
lodged their protest with 
the management of ‘Suc-
cess’ school and demanded 
action against the teacher 
involved. Following the 
protest, the school manage-
ment sacked the teacher. 
She has been permanently 
disqualified from applying 
for employment in future in 
the ‘Success’ group of edu-
cational institutions.

According to the parents, 
the teacher had given the 
homework on July 15. “Read 
Sura Fatiha”, mentioned in 
the school diary under the 
subject ‘Deeniyath’. Earlier 
on July 11, the teacher had 
written ‘Read Kalima’, but 
the same was struck off by 
the teacher, apparently af-
ter realising that the subject 
did not apply to the non-
Muslim student. According 
to the school management, 
almost all the students in 

the school are Muslims, 
and they have the subject 
of ‘Deeniyath’ or Islamic 
teaching. However, the sub-
ject is not taught to non-
Muslim students.

‘Kalima’ is the Islamic 
declaration of faith and tes-
timony, while ‘Surah Fatiha’ 
is the first chapter of the 
Holy Quran. The manage-
ment clarified that it was 
an inadvertent mistake, but 
they still took the action of 
terminating the services of 
the teacher.

Meanwhile, independent 
MLA T. Raja Singh Lodh con-
demned the incident. He 
said it was deeply shameful 
that a Class 2 student was 
allegedly pressured by the 
school management to re-
cite the Kalma. “This is not 
the first such case in Telan-
gana; there have been sev-
eral similar incidents in the 
past. Yesterday, when the 
parents of the child went to 
the school and questioned 
the management about 
how they could pressure 
their Hindu child to recite 
the Kalma, the school au-
thorities had no answer,” 
he said He demanded that 
Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy take action against 
schools which are forcing 
Hindu children to recite 
‘Kalma’. The former BJP 
MLA questioned the silence 
of AIMIM chief and Hyder-
abad MP Asaduddin Owaisi 
on the issue.

Nirmal, July 16(GNS):State 
SC and ST Commission 
Chairman Bakki Venkataiah 
on Thursday directed offi-
cials to ensure that welfare 
schemes meant for Sched-
uled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes reach every eligible 
beneficiary through effec-
tive coordination among all 
government departments. 
He also instructed officials 
to expedite the investigation 
and disposal of pending SC/
ST atrocity cases to ensure 

timely justice for victims.
Chairing a high-level re-

view meeting at the Col-
lectorate conference hall, 
District Collector Bhavesh 
Mishra reviewed the imple-
mentation of SC/ST welfare 
schemes, pending atroc-
ity cases, land-related issues 
and the implementation of 
reservation rules. Before the 
meeting, Bakki Venkataiah, 
Collector Bhavesh Mishra, 
Superintendent of Police Dr 
G. Janaki Sharmila and Com-

mission members paid floral 
tributes to Dr B.R. Ambedkar 
and Babu Jagjivan Ram.

The Commission reviewed 
the progress of welfare 
schemes, registration and in-
vestigation of atrocity cases, 
filing of charge sheets and 
disbursement of compensa-
tion to victims. Officials also 
discussed the status of SC/
ST students studying in gov-
ernment educational institu-
tions, implementation of the 
Ambedkar Overseas Educa-

tion Scheme, financial as-
sistance for inter-caste mar-
riages, Indiramma housing, 
and employment generation 
under the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme (MGN-
REGS). Addressing the meet-
ing, Venkataiah directed of-
ficials to ensure that benefits 
under welfare schemes are 
delivered to eligible ben-
eficiaries without delay. He 
stressed that investigations 
into SC/ST atrocity cases 

should be completed trans-
parently within the stipulat-
ed time and compensation 
should be released promptly 
to victims.

He further instructed offi-
cials to organise Civil Rights 
Day every month during 
the last week at the mandal 
level to create awareness 
about welfare schemes and 
legal safeguards. District 
Vigilance and Monitoring 
Committee meetings should 
be held once every three 

months without fail, he said. 
He also called for adequate 
employment opportunities 
for all MGNREGS job card 
holders and directed offi-
cials to ensure proper infra-
structure and amenities in 
SC/ST welfare hostels.

The Commission Chair-
man assured that he would 
take up the issue of any 
pending development funds 
for SC/ST welfare with the 
Chief Minister to facilitate 
their release.


