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India, Australia unveil roadmap tO deepen strategic partnership

New Delhi, July 9 (GNS)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
on Thursday unveiled an
ambitious roadmap to sig-
nificantly deepen the India-
Australia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership, an-
nouncing a series of land-
mark initiatives spanning
defence, maritime security,
trade, critical technologies,
energy, education and re-
gional security during the
Third India-Australia An-
nual Summit in Melbourne.

In a wide-ranging Joint
Statement issued after bilat-
eral talks, the two leaders re-
affirmed their commitment

to expanding cooperation
to address emerging geopo-
litical and economic chal-
lenges while strengthening
their shared vision for a free,
open, rules-based and pros-
perous Indo-Pacific.
"Recalling the longstand-
ing friendship between the
two nations, rooted in his-
torical ties, people-to-peo-
ple linkages, shared stra-
tegic interests, and mutual
respect for one another, the
two Leaders reaffirmed
their shared commitment
to further consolidate and
expand the India-Australia
Comprehensive  Strategic
Partnership to respond to

rapidly evolving global en-
vironment," the joint state-
ment said.

Marking what both sides
described as a "step change"
in bilateral defence ties, the
two Prime Ministers an-
nounced a Joint Declaration
on Defence and Security
Cooperation, aimed at sub-
stantially expanding mili-
tary collaboration across all
domains. The leaders also
agreed to establish an An-
nual Defence Ministers' Dia-
logue and endorsed an India-
Australia Maritime Security
Collaboration Roadmap to
strengthen information shar-
ing, operational coordina-

and maritime domain aware-

ness across the Indo-Pacific.
The summit also wit-

nessed the conclusion of a

standing between Australia's
Maritime Border Command
and the Indian Coast Guard
to promote a secure mari-

both leaders welcomed ef-
forts to deepen defence in-
dustry cooperation, research
partnerships and military
education exchanges,
cluding the future deploy-
ment of an Indian military
instructor to the Australian
Defence College.

On the economic front,
Modi and Albanese reaf-
firmed their commitment
to concluding an ambitious
Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement
(CECA), building on the
gains achieved under the In-
dia-Australia Economic Co-
operation and Trade Agree-
ment (ECTA). They pledged

in-

enhance investment flows
and strengthen financial
cooperation while encour-
aging greater engagement
between businesses of both
countries.

The two leaders welcomed
the growing convergence
between India's "Make in In-
dia" initiative and Australia's
"Future Made in Australia"
strategy, identifying manu-
facturing, advanced tech-
nology and investment as
major areas for future collab-
oration. They also acknowl-
edged the contributions of
the Australia-India CEO Fo-
rum and the inaugural Track
1.5 Dialogue in developing

emerging challenges in a

tion, capability development

Memorandum of Under-

time environment,

while

to reduce non-tariff barriers,

practical pathways for ex-

panding bilateral economic
engagement. Recognising
critical minerals as central
to future economic secu-
rity, both countries agreed to
deepen cooperation among
governments, industries and
research institutions to se-
cure resilient supply chains,
promote investment and de-
velop processing and value-
addition capabilities.

Energy security emerged
as another major pillar of the
partnership, with both lead-
ers welcoming a Joint State-
ment on Energy Security and
committing to deepen coop-
eration in renewable energy,
electrification and sustain-
able energy supply.

Hardeep Puri rejects claims against
E20 fuel, calls it scientifically tested

New Delhi, July 9 (GNS):
Union Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri has rejected criti-
cism of ethanol-blended
fuel, asserting that E20 pet-
rol is scientifically tested,
safe for vehicles and central
to India’s push for energy
self-reliance, while alleging
that a misinformation cam-
paign had intensified after
the rollout of E85-compati-
ble vehicles. In a post on X,
the minister said India has
been using E15 fuel since
April 2023, E19 since April
2024 and E20 since April
2025, with no major issues
reported despite widespread
adoption. “More than 20
crore two-wheelers and
over 20 lakh four-wheelers
have been running success-
fully on E20 fuel for years,
yet suddenly a campaign
against ethanol blending has
gathered pace,” Puri said.
He claimed the criti-
cism intensified after India
launched E85 fuel for flex-

fuel vehicles on June 5, de-
scribing it as a major step
towards reducing the coun-
try’s dependence on import-
ed crude oil.

“Look closely at the time-
line and the pattern be-
comes difficult to ignore,”
the minister said, alleging
that fearmongering around
ethanol-blended fuels be-
gan soon after the launch
of E85-compa tible vehicles.
Puri said India imports more
than 85 per cent of its crude
oil and accounts for around
30 per cent of global oil de-
mand growth, making the
expansion of domestic al-
ternative fuels critical for

the country’s energy secu-
rity. “Every litre of ethanol
blended into petrol helps
reduce crude oil imports,
strengthens India’s energy
security, reduces air pol-
lution, supports domestic
farmers and saves valuable
foreign exchange,” he said.

Describing E20 as a widely
tested, verified, scientific,
internationally proven and
completely safe fuel, the min-
ister said the ethanol blending
programme had transformed
the country’s Annadatas’
(food providers) into ‘Urjada-
tas’ (energy provider) by cre-
ating an additional source of
income for farmers.

Supreme Court forms IIT Delhi panel
on building law enforcement

New Delhi, July 9 (GNS):
The Supreme Court on
Thursday came down heav-
ily on the civic authorities
over rampant illegal con-
structions and repeated
non-compliance with its
earlier directions, observ-
ing that if officials fail to act
even after the top court’s
orders, it raises serious con-
cerns about the plight of or-
dinary citizens.

A Bench of Justices Ah-
sanuddin Amanullah and
R. Mahadevan directed
the constitution of an ex-
pert committee compris-
ing senior professors and
draughtsmen from IIT
Delhi, who, along with Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) officials and the am-
icus curiae, will inspect the
Saket, Lajpat Nagar, and Sa-
rojini Nagar areas and sub-
mit a report before the apex
court. Expressing dissatis-
faction with the response of
civic authorities, the Justice

Amanullah-led bench ob-
served that despite its ear-
lier order directing immedi-
ate follow-up action against
unauthorised constructions
in Delhi, effective measures
had not been taken on the
ground. The Supreme Court
observed that authorities
appeared to have limited
themselves to issuing notic-
es instead of taking concrete
action such as sealing or de-
molition, despite earlier di-
rections requiring “immedi-
ate and effective measures”
against illegal structures.
Taking note of recent fire
incidents and building col-

lapses in Delhi, Gurugram,
and Lucknow, the top court
flagged that ineffective en-
forcement of building laws
could have disastrous con-
sequences and said officials
entrusted with implement-
ing its orders would be held
personally accountable if
they failed to act.

The bench also sought
to know the action taken
by civic authorities in the
wake of recent incidents
and indicated that it would
not hesitate to initiate
contempt proceedings in
cases of continued non-
compliance. Earlier, the Su-
preme Court had directed
all states, Union Territories
(UTs), and civic bodies to
file fresh affidavits person-
ally sworn by the heads of
the authorities concerned,
disclosing the actual action
taken following surveys of
unauthorised  construc-
tions rather than “mere rit-
ualistic compliance”.

India, Russia vow to enhance cooperation in countering terrorism

New Delhi, July 9 (GNS): India and
Russia continue to work on en-
hancing cooperation and address
challenges of violent extremism,
radicalisation, and terror financing,
discussions on which were held in
detail during the 14th meeting of the
India-Russia Joint Working Group
(JWG) on Counter Terrorism (CT).
According to the MEA, the 14th
meeting of the India-Russia Joint
Working Group on Counter Terror-
ism (CT) took place on July 8 in New
Delhi and was co-chaired by Sibi
George, Secretary (West) in the Min-
istry of External Affairs (MEA) and
Dmitry Lyubinsky, Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Russia. Repre-

sentatives of relevant departments
and agencies from both sides also
participated in the meeting.

During the meeting, both sides
condemned terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations, includ-
ing cross-border terrorism and con-

demned in the strongest terms the
terrorist attack in Pahalgam last year
and the terror incident near Red
Fort on November 10, 2025. They
called for concerted action against
terrorists and terrorist groups, in-
cluding those listed in the UNSC
1267 Sanctions Committee and their
proxy groups and affiliates. The two
sides also shared their experiences
in countering terrorism and agreed
to enhance cooperation to address
challenges of violent extremism,
radicalisation, terror financing and
the use of new and emerging tech-
nologies and digital financial tech-
nologies for terrorist purposes.
They discussed the current and

emerging terrorist threats at the
global and regional levels.
sides reaffirmed their commitment
to strengthening counter-terrorism
cooperation in bilateral as well as
multilateral platforms, including at
the United Nations, BRICS and SCO.
The two sides agreed to hold the
next meeting of the Joint Working
Group on Counter Terrorism in Rus-
sia on a mutually convenient date.
The 13th meeting of the India-Rus-
sia JWG on counter terrorism was
held in November 2024 in Moscow.
It was co-chaired by Tanmaya Lal,
Secretary (West), and Sergey Ver-
shinin, Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Russia.

Both

ED charges ex-minister Sujit Bose, son in Bengal job scam

Kolkata, July 9 (GNS): The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) on Thursday
filed a chargesheet against former
West Bengal Minister Sujit Bose and
his son Samudra Bose in a special
court of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in Kolkata in
connection with the ongoing probe
into the multi-crore municipalities
job case. The chargesheet also names
Jyotishman Chattopadhyay, an Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) officer
and two corporate entities linked to
the minister and his son.

During the peak period of the mu-
nicipalities’ job case, Chattopadhyay
had served in an important position
in the West Bengal Directorate of Local

Bodies and the state Municipal Affairs
and Urban Development Department,
with the current Trinamool Congress
legislator, Firhad Hakim, as the then
minister in charge of the department.

The West Bengal Directorate of Lo-
cal Bodies is the decision-making
and implementing body for recruit-
ment in urban civic bodies, including
municipal corporations and munici-
palities. Sources aware of the devel-

opment said that the chargesheet has
accused Chattopadhyay of misusing
his power and committing irregulari-
ties in the municipalities’ recruitments
and personally benefiting from it. In
the chargesheet, sources said the total
scam amount in the municipalities’ re-
cruitment case had been pegged at Rs
250 crore. Sujit Bose, who was arrested
on the night of May 11 by the ED of-
ficials after a marathon interrogation
in the municipalities’ job case, is cur-
rently in judicial custody. Last month,
a single-judge vacation bench of the
Calcutta High Court rejected the peti-
tion from Sujit Bose for scrapping the
enforcement case information report
(ECIR) filed by the ED against him.

‘Satluj' takedown
reaches HC, plea

seeks restoration

New Delhi, July 9 (GNS) A
petition has been filed in
the Punjab and Haryana
High Court seeking direc-
tions for the restoration of
the film “Satluj” on ZEE5
platform after it was made
unavailable for viewing in
India. The plea has been
filed by Sharwan Singh,
who has contended that
no statutory order, judicial
direction or other lawful
authority prohibiting the
exhibition of the film has
been disclosed.

Calcutta HC gives Mamata-led Trinamool
conditional access to 3 bank accounts

Kolkata, July 9 (GNS): A sin-
gle-judge bench of the Cal-
cutta High Court on Thursday
granted the Trinamool Con-
gress faction, led by Mamata
Banerjee, conditional and
limited access to three party
accounts that have been sub-
jected to debit restrictions by
the bank authorities, follow-
ing directives from the police
and later from the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED).

A petition filed by the Trin-
amool Congress challenging
the debit restriction on these
three bank accounts with to-
tal deposits of Rs 440 crore
came up for hearing before the
Calcutta High Court’s single-
judge bench of Justice Sougata
Bhattacharya. After a detailed
hearing in the matter, Justice

Bhattacharya's bench gave
the Trinamool Congress con-
ditional and limited access to
these three banks. The court
appointed Justice Subrata Ta-
lukdar (retired) as the special
officer to operate these three
bank accounts till September
30. All expenditure that the
former ruling party in West
Bengal wants to do will have to

be routed through the court-
appointed special officer.

In that interim order, Jus-
tice Bhattacharya gave per-
mission to the Trinamool
Congress to meet daily ex-
penditure, including legal
expenses, from these three
bank accounts. However, as
per the interim order, anyone
in the former ruling party in
West Bengal will not be able
to spend any amount as they
wish. As per the expenditure
procedures detailed in the
interim order, two authorised
signatories from Trinamool
Congress for these three bank
accounts will be able to draw
money by signing cheques
along with the counter-signa-
tures of the court-appointed
special observer.

ISLAMIA COLLEGE OF LAW

Afflllated to Osmanla University .
Approved by Bar Councll of Indla (New/De ,I]} -
(]

Are vou Aspiring to be an Advocate
after Intermediate/Degree (Any Group)

" FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-2026

COURSE OFFERED

e LL.B =3 YDC ( After any Degree Course)
e LL.B (Honours) -3 YDC ( After any Degree Course)
BA-LL.B -5 YDC ( After Intermediate )
BBA-LL.B -5 YDC ( After Intermediate )

CAMPUS ; ISL ENGINEERING COLLEGE
Chandrayangutia, Bandlaguda, Hyderakad = 500005.

‘FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT : ADMIN OFFICE ATISLANIACOLLEGE

SAT Colony, Yakutpura Hyderahad ~ 500028
9347683872 | Timing From 10:00a.m;

Emallz mestisiamlacollepe@gmall.com | Wehsiie: wiw.Islamlasell

BUS FACILITY AVAILABLE




ENGLISH DAILY

FALAKNUMA HYDERABAD, TELANGANA

) NEWS )

India’s Bangladesh Solution?

By Fatima Baloch

ollowing the bloody
student-led  mass
protests and the fall

of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s elected govern-
ment on 5 August 2024,
Sheikh Hasina fled to In-
dia. In the wake of the pro-
revolution student interim
government, strong anti-
India sentiments arose.
Many claim that Bengalis
are ungrateful, arguing
that although India liber-
ated Bangladesh and res-
cued its people from the
genocide committed by
the Pakistan Army, Benga-
lis today are anti-Indian.
This perception, however,
is misleading. To under-
stand the truth, history
must be briefly revisited.
Under the British colo-
nial policy of “divide and
rule,” the Muslim League
was established in Dhaka
in 1905 with British sup-
port, in opposition to the
Indian National Congress
(INC). The British encour-
aged Hindu-Muslim riots,
which ultimately led to the
Two-Nation Theory and
the division of united In-
dia. At that time, the INC
was the only major politi-
cal party struggling for an
independent and united
India. While most Bengali
Muslims demanded the
creation of Pakistan, the
INC continued to advocate
for unity. INC leaders were
imprisoned, tortured, and
even executed by the Brit-
ish, whereas the Muslim
League maintained rela-
tively cordial relations with
the colonial administra-
tion. The British deliber-

e

ately supported the League
to deepen divisions be-
tween Hindu and Muslim
communities.

The creation of Pakistan
in 1947 was heavily shaped
by this colonial strategy.
Rather than emerging
purely from an organic na-
tionalist movement, Ben-
gali support for Pakistan
was formed through the
partition of British India
on religious grounds under
the so-called “Two-Nation
Theory” This division
fractured the subconti-
nent and weakened politi-
cal unity among Muslims
themselves. Later, Pakistan
attacked India in Kashmir
and occupied indepen-
dent Balochistan on 27
March 1948. Since then,
the Baloch nation has suf-
fered under Pakistani oc-
cupation.

Bengalis, who had ini-
tially supported the cre-
ation of Pakistan, later
faced severe oppression
at the hands of the Paki-
stan Army. Events such as
the 1952 Language Move-
ment (Bhasha Andolon),

in which hundreds of stu-
dents, teachers, and schol-
ars were killed, exposed
the brutality of the Paki-
stani state. This repression
generated deep resent-
ment, and educated Ben-
galis came to realize that
the creation of Pakistan
had been a grave historical
mistake. From this realiza-
tion emerged the demand
for an independent Bengali
nation. The 1970 elections,
Operation Searchlight in
1971, and the Bangladesh
Liberation War bore wit-
ness to widespread atroci-
ties, including mass kill-
ings and systematic sexual
violence. These crimes are
well documented in Ben-
gali historical texts and
post-war  investigations,
including the Hamoodur
Rahman Commission Re-
port, which highlighted
the cruelty of the Pakistan
Army against Bengalis.
During the Liberation
War, religious political
parties such as Jamaat-e-
Islami, the Muslim League,
Nizam-e-Islam, and Jamiat
Ulema  Pakistan—along

with  their  associated
groups like the Razakars,
Al-Shams, and Al-Badr—
betrayed their own people
by supporting the Pakistan
Army against the Mukti Ba-
hini freedom fighters.

Globally, many Arab and
non-Arab Muslim coun-
tries, as well as superpow-
ers like the United States
and China, supported
Pakistan and opposed the
creation of Bangladesh. In-
dia, however, stood apart.
It provided shelter to mil-
lions of refugees, rescued
victims of genocide, and
ultimately went to war
against Pakistan, leading
to Bangladesh’s liberation.

After independence, col-
laborators were prosecut-
ed, and their families were
barred from state privileg-
es and employment. This
was necessary to deliver
justice and strengthen na-
tionalism. Since then, In-
dia has consistently main-
tained friendly relations
with Bangladesh and sup-
ported its development.

In August 2024, riots
led by student groups and

pro-Pakistan religious ele-
ments toppled the demo-
cratic government. Ban-
gladesh was effectively
overtaken by forces tied to
the ideological legacy of
the Razakars and Al-Badr.
Today, many political of-
ficials and students influ-
enced by these ideologies
openly threaten India’s
security, including ambi-
tions to sever the “chicken
neck” corridor and occupy
the Seven Sisters region.
This hostility is fueled by
Pakistan, China, and other
Muslim countries, whose
interference has intensi-
fied through military and
governmental exchanges
with Bangladesh. Yet, or-
dinary Bengalis—such as
moderate, educated youth
from families who suffered
Pakistan’s cruelty during
the liberation war, along
with national parties that
endured under Pakistan’s
oppression—still remem-
ber India’s decisive role in
their freedom.

The targeted killing of
Osman Hadi by unknown
gunmen has intensified
concerns about Bangla-
desh’s freedom. Bangla-
desh will only be truly free
when it is liberated from
traitors and anti-India
groups, and when all rem-
nants of the 1971 collabo-
rators are held account-
able. Pakistan, meanwhile,
continues to leverage reli-
gious identity as a strategic
tool in its policy toward In-
dia, maintaining close ties
with China, Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, and Azerbaijan—
relationships India often
perceives as hostile.

India’s new FTA to increase Jobs and
Prosperity from Farms to Factories

By Piyush Goyal

he India-New Zea-
land Free Trade
Agreement  (FTA)

represents a strategic leap
in Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s trade diplo-
macy — one that acceler-
ates job creation, boosts
investment, and opens
transformative opportuni-
ties for small businesses,
students, women, farmers,
and youth across India.

Announced jointly by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and New Zealand
Prime Minister Rt. Hon.
Christopher Luxon, this
agreement is the seventh
FTA negotiated by the
Modi government and the
third major trade pact con-
cluded in 2025, following
landmark, win-win agree-
ments with the United
Kingdom and Oman. Sig-
nificantly, all these FTAs
are with developed econo-
mies with substantially
higher per-capita incomes
than India, underscoring
India’s growing strength
and credibility in global
trade negotiations.

Each agreement has
been negotiated after ex-
tensive consultations with
all stakeholders, ensuring
balanced outcomes and
genuine win-win engage-
ment with the developed
world.A central pillar of
this FTA is job creation.
New Zealand will provide
zero-duty access to 100%
of Indian exports, deliver-
ing a major boost to India’s
labour-intensive  sectors
such as textiles, leather,

apparel, footwear, marine
products, gems and jewel-
lery, handicrafts, and engi-
neering goods. This direct-
ly benefits Indian workers,
artisans, women entrepre-
neurs, youth, and MSMEs.

India has also secured
its best-ever market access
and services offer, cover-
ing 118 services sectors,
including telecommuni-
cations, construction, IT,
financial services, travel,
and tourism. This expand-
ed access will generate
large-scale  employment
and new growth avenues
for Indian professionals
and businesses.

The agreement provides
improved entry and stay
provisions for Indian pro-
fessionals and students. It
enables work opportuni-
ties during studies, post-
study employment, and a
structured working-holi-
day visa framework.

STEM graduates

and
post-graduates can now
work for up to three years,

while doctoral scholars
can work for four years,
creating  unprecedented
global exposure and career
pathways for India’s youth.
A new Temporary Employ-
ment Entry Visa further
supports skilled Indian
professionals seeking in-
ternational opportunities.

Farmers to Flourish

Prime Minister Modi’s
vision is clear: Indian farm-
ers must play a meaningful
role on the global stage.
The FTA reflects this com-
mitment. The agreement
establishes an Agricultural
Productivity =~ Partnership
covering apples, kiwi, and
honey, aimed at enhanc-
ing domestic productivity
and increasing farmer in-
comes. New Zealand has
also committed to GI-level
protection for Basmati

rice, offering strong sup-
port to Indian rice farmers.
Crucially, India has en-
sured that sensitive sectors
such as rice, dairy, wheat,
soya, and other key agricul-
tural products remain fully
protected, with no market
opening that could harm
domestic livelihoods.
Innovative FTAs and In-
vestment Commitments
India’s FTAs today go
well beyond tariff reduc-
tions. They are instru-
ments to unlock new op-
portunities for farmers,
MSMEs, women, and
youth, while safeguarding
national interests. With
various trade agreements,
Indian exports benefit
from immediate or rapid
tariff elimination, while
India’s own market open-
ing remains calibrated and
gradual. New Zealand has
committed Foreign Direct
Investment of USD 20 bil-

lion over the next 15 years,
mirroring the innovative
investment-linked provi-
sions in India’s FTA with
EFTA countries—Switzer-
land, Norway, Iceland, and
Liechtenstein.

For New Zealand, this
marks a giant leap in For-
eign Direct Investment
in India. Over the past 25
years, New Zealand invest-
ed about 643 croreinIndia.
The new commitment—
approximately 1.8 lakh
crore over 15 years—rep-
resents a dramatic expan-
sion, backed by a clawback
mechanism if investment
targets are not met. Much
of this investment will
support agriculture, dairy,
MSMEs, education, sports,
and youth development,
ensuring broad-based
and inclusive growth. This
agreement also marks a
historic milestone: it is In-
dia’s first women-led FTA.
Almost the entire negotiat-
ing team—from the chief
negotiator and deputy
chief negotiator to leads
for goods, services, invest-
ment, and our ambas-
sador to New Zealand—
comprised women. Our
women of substance are
increasingly playing lead-
ership roles in the PM’s de-
velopment agenda.

The India-New Zealand
FTA exemplifies India’s
clear strategy: partnering
with developed economies
that open their markets to
India’s  labour-intensive
industries without com-
peting unfairly with Indian
products.

NATION

FRIDAY 10 JULY 2026

A Nation Breathing Smoke:
The Rising AQI in India

inter across northern India now arrives with two regular warnings. One is
Wthe temperature. The other is the bitter air that presses itself into throats and

lungs before sunrise. The Air Quality Index has turned into a morning fore-
cast for many homes. Children ask about it before they pack their bags. Adults check it
before stepping out. Numbers in the very poor and severe range have become so com-
mon that people have stopped reacting. That silence is the most dangerous part of this
crisis. Delhi stands at the centre of the problem once again. The city has been waking
up to AQI levels near four hundred and sometimes crossing that point. In many locali-
ties the pollution is so thick that visibility during early hours is no better than a smoky
corridor. Doctors in government and private hospitals are preparing for longer queues.
Patients come in complaining of coughing fits sore throats breathlessness and strange
headaches that do not go away.

The Delhi administration has brought back a graded response plan. Construction at
large sites is paused. Waste burning is restricted. Heavy vehicles are diverted. Offices en-
courage staff to work from home. These decisions sound strong on paper but the honest
reality is that the weather does not cooperate. The air refuses to move. Cold layers sit close
to the ground and lock pollution inside like a glass lid. Parents still hesitate when they
send their children to school. Elderly citizens avoid morning walks.

Delhi is not alone. The entire National Capital Region has been sitting inside the same
toxic bowl. Noida has recorded shocking AQI readings above six hundred. Gurgaon
crossed five hundred. Bahadurgarh touched four hundred sixty. Drivers on the express-
way switch on blinking lights during the day because the haze is too dense. Commuters
complain that their eyes burn before they reach work.

Winter acts like a silent accomplice. The northern plains lie below the giant Himalayan
wall. Cold air sinks toward the surface during the night. Warmer air rises above it. This cre-
ates a sealed lid that prevents polluted air from escaping upward. When there is no escape
route particulates from vehicles factories and burning simply linger in the breathing zone.
Wind speeds also drop during winter. Without wind the entire atmosphere behaves like a
closed room with no fan.

Humidity deepens the effect. The moisture in winter air binds with microscopic pollut-
ants and creates smog. That smog has weight. It presses downward. Even healthy people
start feeling pressure in their chest after a few minutes outdoors.

Human lifestyle choices make it worse. Nobody wants to wait for a bus in the cold. More
cars come out. Diesel engines remain popular. The use of heaters increases. Diesel gener-
ator sets run in marketplaces. Street food vendors burn coal. Many houses still burn wood
for warmth. All these tiny practices combine into one enormous seasonal cloud. Jammu is
experiencing its own version of this winter threat. The city does not dominate national re-
ports on pollution but residents know that the problem has been growing. The winter fog
arrives early in December and it stays through long nights. Highway traffic slows because
drivers cannot see ahead. The fog blends with smoke from vehicles and from roadside
burning and turns into a thick grey sheet near the ground. Jammu sits in a natural bowl.
Cold air sinks and does not rise. When that happens the smoke from food stalls buses
heaters and domestic burning stays trapped inside the fog. People describe the feeling
as breathing moisture mixed with ash. School buses delay their departure. Flights experi-
ence uncertainty. Morning walkers feel irritation inside the throat within minutes.

The biggest change is cultural. What was once seen as a romantic winter mist has now
become a seasonal health concern. The expansion of the city and the constant rise in
vehicles mean that the fog is becoming heavier every year. Environmental groups have
begun reminding the administration that a smaller imitation of the Delhi experience is
developing silently.

Other cities tell similar stories. Lucknow sees the same still air and rising smoke around
industrial patches. Kanpur has the regular problem of particulate matter from tanner-
ies and factories. Mumbai does not face the same winter trapping effect but still records
unhealthy air many days of the year because of traffic and coastal humidity. Kolkata deals
with congestion and industrial emissions and reports a steady rise in respiratory com-
plaints. A long term study of Indian cities concluded that no major urban centre achieved
safe air quality across the year even once in an entire decade. That single statement is
enough to show that air pollution is not a seasonal disturbance. It is a structural failure.
Health effects deepen with every winter. Children carry the worst burden. Their lungs are
still developing. When they inhale particulate matter during sports or travel the particles
lodge inside delicate tissues. Doctors worry that a generation of children may never reach
full lung capacity. Some will develop asthma. Others will have chronic bronchitis before
adulthood. Adults who already have diabetes or heart disease face hidden risks. Thick pol-
luted air forces the heart to work harder. Blood thickens. The chance of clotting and stroke
increases. Many people do not know that air pollution is linked to heart attacks but cardi-
ologists now treat it as a clear risk factor.

Why does the problem refuse to improve It is because India is developing on a model
that increases emissions faster than reforms can compensate. More roads are built. More
cars are purchased. Real estate grows everywhere. Diesel based logistics remain domi-
nant. The expansion is rapid but the environmental management is slow. Electric mobility
grows but not fast enough. Public buses remain limited. Rules on dust control exist but
enforcement is weak. Small factories continue using dirty fuel.

Citizens still treat air quality as a temporary irritation. Many speak about it the way
they speak about a cricket score. Mobile applications list the AQI but nobody stops using
the car. Humour hides defeat. People have accepted that breathing poison in winter is
unavoidable. There is still room for change. Cities need serious transport planning that
encourages buses and metro lines. Electric vehicles require support. Violators in indus-
try must face fines. Dust control cannot remain optional. Diesel generators should be re-
placed by cleaner power. Smaller cities like Jammu need more AQI monitoring so that
action can be guided by evidence. Green belts in business districts can help. Most impor-
tantly India needs a cultural shift where clean air is seen as a constitutional right. Water is
protected. Food is monitored. Air is ignored.

The Air Quality Index is more than a number on a screen. It is a mirror showing how
weak the lungs of a nation have become. A winter morning should smell fresh and should
feel safe. Right now it smells like burnt fuel and dust. If the trend continues children will
grow up thinking that stepping outdoors in December is a risk to their body.

Winter will return every year. Geography will not change. The only thing that can change
is human intention. Clean air demands courage persistence and long term planning. Un-
til then every breath in the northern belt will feel like a compromise.

Beyond health, poor air quality imposes a significant economic burden. Rising health-
care costs, reduced worker productivity, increased absenteeism from schools and work-
places, and disruptions to transport collectively cost the country billions of rupees every
year. Businesses suffer when logistics slow due to poor visibility, while tourism and out-
door recreation also decline during prolonged pollution episodes.

Technology can play an important role in tackling the crisis, but only if supported by
strong policy implementation. Real-time air quality monitoring, satellite-based pollution
tracking, artificial intelligence for traffic management, and stricter industrial emission
monitoring can help authorities identify pollution hotspots and respond more effectively.
However, data alone cannot solve the problem without timely enforcement and public
participation.

Regional cooperation is equally essential because air pollution does not respect ad-
ministrative boundaries. Smoke, industrial emissions, and dust travel across districts and
states, making coordinated action necessary. Governments must work together on crop
residue management, cleaner transport networks, industrial regulation, and emergency
response measures instead of addressing pollution as an isolated local issue. Ultimately,
the fight for clean air is a shared responsibility. Governments must strengthen environ-
mental policies, industries must adopt cleaner technologies, and citizens must embrace
sustainable habits such as using public transport, conserving energy, and avoiding open
burning. Only through collective action can India ensure that future generations inherit
winters marked by crisp, breathable air instead of hazardous smog.
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National Workshop on Seafood Exports Held in Visakhapatnam to Strengthen
Fisheries Value Chains and Enhance India's Global Seaiood Competitiveness

New Delhi, July 9 (GNS): A
National Workshop on Sea-
food Exports was convened
by the Department of Fish-
eries, Ministry of Fisher-
ies, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, in collaboration
with the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry, with
support from the Govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh,
on 5th & 6th June 2026 in
Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh. The first day of
the workshop was graced
by Shri Nara Chandrababu
Naidu, Hon’ble Chief Min-
ister, Andhra Pradesh; Shri
Piyush Goyal, Hon'ble Min-
ister of Commerce & Indus-
try; Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh,
Hon’ble Minister of Fisher-

Py

ies, Animal Husbandry &
Dairying and Panchayati
Raj; Shri Kinjarapu Rammo-
han Naidu, Hon’ble Minister
of Civil Aviation, Gol; and
Shri Chirag Paswan, Hon'ble
Minister of Food Processing
Industries, Gol.

The workshop brought

05 |une 200

together senior officials
from the Central Govern-
ment, along with repre-
sentatives from States and
Union Territories. Key na-
tional institutions, includ-
ing the Marine Products
Export Development Au-
thority (MPEDA), Export
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Inspection Council (EIC),
National Fisheries Devel-
opment Board (NFDB), NA-
BARD, NCDC, NCEL, SFAC
and Invest India, partici-

pated. The workshop also
witnessed the presence of
seafood exporters, industry
associations,

processors,
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start ups, and other value
chain stakeholders, ensur-
ing comprehensive repre-
sentation of the seafood
export ecosystem.

The deliberations em-
phasized positioning India
as a globally competitive
seafood exporting nation.

Key areas included the
transition from volume-
based exports to value-add-
ed, high-quality products,
along with the promotion
of innovation, advanced
technologies, and robust
traceability  systems to
strengthen India’s global

seafood brand. Discussions
also highlighted the need to
expand export infrastruc-
ture and logistics, including
cold chain, air cargo, and
quarantine facilities, to en-
sure efficient and compli-
ant trade.

The importance of en-
hancing exports from in-
land fisheries, which con-
tribute  significantly to
production, and leverag-
ing untapped potential in
emerging segments such
as ready to eat products
and high value species,
was highlighted. Ministers
emphasised sustainability,
quality assurance, and reg-
ulatory compliance, along
with strengthening pro-

cessing capacity and value
chains. A strong thrust
was also laid on adopt-
ing a whole of govern-
ment approach, improving
multimodal logistics, and
promoting investment, in-
novation, and private sec-
tor participation, to build
a resilient and future ready
seafood export ecosystem.
Shri Sagar Mehra, Joint

Secretary, Department
of Fisheries, emphasised
scaling up production,
strengthening trace-
ability and certification

frameworks, and harness-
ing untapped potential in
deep-sea and EEZ resourc-
es through ongoing reforms
and flagship schemes.

Opening Space and Nuclear Sectors to Private
Participation Changed Innovation Landscape

New Delhi, July 9 (GNS):
Twelve years of the Naren-
dra Modi government have
transformed India into an
aspirational nation driven
by opportunity, innovation
and self-belief, Union Min-
ister Dr. Jitendra Singh said
on Sunday while talking to
media, asserting that gov-
ernance reforms, techno-
logical democratisation and
citizen-centric policies have
fundamentally changed the
way Indians perceive their
prospects. The Minister also
outlined the next phase of
growth, stating that India’s
space economy, currently
close to $9 billion, is expect-
ed to expand to about $45
billion over the next seven
to eight years as the country
advances towards the goal of
becoming a developed na-
tion by 2047.

Reflecting on Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s 4,399
days in office as a continu-
ously serving elected Prime
Minister, Dr. Jitendra Singh
highlighted a range of mea-
surable outcomes over the
past decade. He said India’s
space startup ecosystem
had grown from a single-
digit number of startups a
few years ago to around 400
today, with one startup re-
cently attaining unicorn sta-
tus. India’s space economy is
now valued at nearly $9 bil-
lion and is projected to reach
$45 billion by the end of the
next seven to eight years. The
Minister said the country’s
startup ecosystem had ex-
panded from about 350-400
startups in 2014 to more than
2.3 lakh at present, generat-
ing nearly 24-25 lakh jobs.
Nearly half of these startups

are located in Tier-II and Ti-
er-III cities, while 35-39 per
cent are women-led. He also
noted that a recent space
launch witnessed the par-
ticipation of around 1,500
media personnel and nearly
10,000 spectators, reflecting
growing public engagement
with science and technology.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said
some of the government’s
earliest reforms symbolised a
shift towards a citizen-centric
governance model. He cited
the decision to end the re-
quirement of gazetted-officer
attestation of documents and
permit self-attestation as a
landmark step that signalled
trust in citizens, particularly
the youth. The Minister also
referred to the abolition of in-
terviews in several categories
of government recruitment,
saying the move reduced
opportunities for nepotism,
discretion and malpractice
while strengthening merit-
based selection. These re-
forms helped create confi-
dence that success could be
achieved through ability and
hard work rather than influ-
ence or recommendation,

the Minister added.

Arguing that the most
profound change of the past
12 years has been psycho-
logical, in addition to proce-
dural, Dr Jitendra Singh said
India had witnessed the rise
of a new aspirational culture.
“The change of mindset that
has happened in the last 12
years under Prime Minister
Modi is one of the biggest
hallmarks,” he said. “The
kind of aspirational surge
that has happened — ‘T can
also do it' — was not there
earlier.” The Minister said
this shift was visible in the
growing number of civil
services toppers emerging
from small towns and non-
metropolitan backgrounds,
reflecting the democratisa-
tion of opportunity through
technology, transparency
and fair competition.

The Minister also linked In-
dia’s scientific achievements
to this broader transforma-
tion. Referring to the Chan-
drayaan missions, he said
the government had fostered
a culture in which citizens
increasingly identify with
national scientific achieve-
ments and view innovation
as a shared national endeav-
our. He recalled that Prime
Minister Modi encouraged
scientists after setbacks and
celebrated their successes,
helping normalise the idea
that failure is a part of innova-
tion and progress. Dr. Jitendra
Singh said India’s successful
landing near the Moon’s south
pole had strengthened pub-
lic interest in science, while
earlier discoveries by Indian
lunar missions had helped
identify evidence of water
molecules on the Moon.

1.5 Metric Tonnes of Amrapali Mangoes from
Women-Led FPC in ]harkhand Exported to UK

New DelhiJuly 9 (GNS): Ina
significant development for
agricultural exports from
Jharkhand, the Agricultural
and Processed Food Prod-
ucts Export Development
Authority (APEDA), under
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, flagged off
the first commercial con-
signment of fresh mangoes
from the State to the United
Kingdom. The flag-off cer-
emony was held in Kolkata
on 4 June 2026.

The consignment com-
prises 1.5 metric tonnes of
fresh Amrapali mangoes
sourced from Beura Farm-
er Producer Company Ltd.,
an all-women Farmer Pro-
ducer Company (FPC) lo-
cated in Bano Block of Sim-

dega district, Jharkhand.
The consignment is being
exported by M/s JGB Agro-
fresh Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata, to
London, United Kingdom.

The export follows an
Export-Oriented Capacity
Building Programme orga-
nized by APEDA on 5 May
2026 for Farmer Producer

Companies (FPCs), Farmer
Producer  Organisations
(FPOs) and progressive
farmers of Simdega dis-
trict. The programme fo-
cused on export require-
ments, quality standards
and market opportunities.

Subsequently, APEDA fa-
cilitated linkage between

Beura Farmer Producer
Company Ltd. and M/s JGB
Agrofresh Pvt. Ltd. for pro-
curement of export-quality
mangoes from the district.
The present shipment is the
outcome of this initiative.
The linkage has enabled
direct participation of the
FPC in the export value

chain and provided market
access for its member farm-
ers. The farmers associated
with the FPC realized higher
returns for their produce
compared to prevailing do-
mestic market prices.

The initiative is expected
to encourage adoption of
quality production practic-
es, improved post-harvest
management and compli-
ance with international
standards among farmer
groups in the region.

Jharkhand possesses
favourable  agro-climatic
conditions for horticulture
cultivation. The Amrapali
variety of mango grown in
the State is known for its
quality characteristics and
market acceptance.

New digital

New Delhi, July 9 (GNS):
Union Minister of State for
Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change Shri Kirti Vard-
han Singh today launched
the "NZP Saathi App", a
smart digital zoo guide, and
inaugurated  Self-ticketing
Kiosks at the National Zoo-
logical Park (NZP), New
Delhi, aimed at enhancing
visitor experience through
smart navigation and easing
online ticket booking.

The Minister visited an ex-
hibition showcasing creative
works prepared by students
who participated in the re-
cently concluded Summer
Vacation Programme 2026.
He appreciated the creativ-
ity of the young participants
and commended the zoo

initiatives aimed at enhancing visitor convenience
through smart nawgatlon and seamless ticket booking

authorities for organising
educational and awareness
programmes that foster a
deeper understanding of
wildlife conservation among
students. The Minister for-
mally launched the "NZP
Saathi App" and inaugurat-

ed the Self-ticketing Kiosks,
marking a significant step
towards visitor convenience
and digital transformation at
the National Zoological Park.

The "NZP Saathi App",
available on both Android
and iOS platforms, features

an interactive digital map
and smart navigation sys-
tem that enables visitors to
locate animal enclosures,

| washrooms, buggy points,

exits and other facilities.
The app also offers themat-
ic tours, including Express
Tour, Family Tour, Grand
Zoo Tour and personalised
"My Tour" options.

The Self-ticketing Kiosks
will facilitate online ticket
booking through UPI-based
digital payments with free
Wi-Fi connectivity for on-
the-spot ticket booking.

Following the inaugura-
tion, the Minister held a
meeting with officials and
section in-charges to review
ongoing initiatives and dis-
cuss strategies for the overall

enhancement, modernisa-
tion and efficient manage-
ment of the National Zoo-
logical Park.

The Minister also
spected the bird houses
and reviewed the summer
management arrangements
for the avian collection. He
assessed the enclosure con-
ditions and offered sugges-
tions for further improving
animal welfare and habitat
management.

During his visit to the Vet-
erinary Hospital, the Minis-
ter observed the care being
provided to in-house sick
animals and held detailed
discussions with zoo veteri-
narians and animal health
staff regarding healthcare
and management practices.

in-

More than 4 lakh individuals took part in the single day event across thousands of
locations emphasizing the need for keeping oneself fit and promoting sustainability

New Delhi, July 9 (GNS): A
sea of people converged at
the iconic Jawaharlal Ne-
hru Stadium as the National
Capital celebrated World
Bicycle Day with Hon'ble
Minister of Youth Affairs &
Sports Dr Mansukh Manda-
viya leading the nationwide
special edition along with fa-
mous actor Vikrant Massey,
World Championships silver
medal-winning boxer Nupur
Sheoran and famous Kan-
nada actor Ragini Dwivedi.
More than 15,000 fitness
enthusiasts rode a bicycle
in New Delhi and over 4
lakh people participated
in the single day cycling
drive at thousands of loca-
tions across the length and
breadth of India from Kar-

gil and Leh to Kanyakumari
and Alleppey, from Tripura
to Vadodara. Started by Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya in De-
cember 2024, the cycling
initiative has touched more
than 30 lakh lives and thou-
sands of locations in India.
The Union Sports Minis-
ter defeated actor Vikrant
Massey in a friendly tug of
war and then rode a bicycle
with the following cyclists
chanting “Bharat Mata Ki
Jai” and “Fit India, Hit India.”

The sports departments
of several State Govern-
ments, Central Armed Police
Force (CAPF), Coast Guard,
Army, Navy, Air Force, Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force
(CISF), Border Security Force
(BSF), Central Reserve Police

Force (CRPF), Indo-Tibet
Border Police (ITBP) and Sa-
shastra Seema Bal (SSB) also
participated throughout In-
dia in large numbers.
Emphasising on the ben-

efits of cycling, Dr Man-
daviya said later:
marks the 77th edition of
‘Fit India Sundays on Cycle'.
Cycling
and keeps you mentally fit.

“Today

improves health

It also helps save fuel and
keeps the planet clean. It is
also an effective solution to
the growing problem of traf-
fic congestion. Cycling ad-
dresses many challenges at

once... Prime Minister Modi
has also advised dedicating
at least 30 minutes daily to
fitness. If we include cycling
in this daily fitness routine,
it can help solve many of our
problems. Let us all adopt
cycling in our daily lives... I
expect you to join the 'Sun-
days on Cycle' initiative.

g Cycle regularly, stay fit, and

contribute to taking forward
Prime Minister Modi's Fit In-
dia Movement.”

Institutions like National
Cadet Corps (NCC), Agrivi-
sion, Kisan Sanghs, ath-
letes, common people, My
Bharat Volunteers, Physi-
cal Education Foundation
of India (PEFI) members,
Kreeda Bharati members
and multitude of Namo Fit

India Cycling Clubs aided by
sponsors like Heka, Fitspire,
Desi Farms, Avon Cycles and
Cyclofit etc took part in the
cycling drive.

Various Municipal Cor-
porations also organised
cycling events under their
jurisdiction. The Cycling
Federation of India organ-
ised Asmita cycling tourna-
ments across India only for
women. The international
body of cycling sports, the
UCI, also collaborated with
the event. For popular film
star Vikrant Massey, the
Fit India Sundays on Cycle
brought back childhood
memories and reminded
him of the importance of
maintaining good health
in the age of sedentary life-

styles and heavy screen time.

“After many vyears, this
Sunday morning brought
back memories of how we
used to go out with our
friends during childhood.
Many old memories were
refreshed. Sports Minister
Dr Mansukh Mandaviya has
been very committed to this
initiative for the past 1.5 to
2 years. He cycles daily and
participates every Sunday,
which is truly inspiring. It
has become a movement.
Today, at least 15000 to
18000 people are here, which
reflects his hard work. We all
understand the importance
of good health. We should
ask our kids to cut down on
screen time and actually go
and play in the grounds.
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Hanumakonda, July 9 (GNS)
Telangana Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla on Thursday
urged citizens to actively
participate in building a
drug-free Telangana and a
drug-free India, calling for
the fight against narcotics to
be transformed into a peo-
ple's movement.

Addressing the 'Nasha
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan - Drug-
Free Telangana' programme
organised by the Police De-
partment at the Integrated
District Offices Complex
(IDOC) in Hanumakonda,
the Governor said eliminat-
ing drug abuse was not mere-
ly the responsibility of the
government but required col-
lective efforts from families,
communities and citizens.
Shukla unveiled anti-drug
awareness posters, signed
the campaign register along
with Social Welfare Minister
Adluri Laxman Kumar and
legislators, and administered
the 'Nasha Mukt Bharat'
pledge to students, youth,
government employees and
members of the public.

The Governor also flagged
off an anti-drug awareness
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movement for a drug-free state

rally from the Collector-
ate to the Government Arts
and Science College. The
rally was organised jointly
by the Telangana Excise De-
partment, Telangana Anti-
Narcotics Bureau, Police
Department and the De-
partment of Women, Chil-
dren, Disabled and Senior
Citizens Welfare.
Addressing the gathering,
Shukla said the 'Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan', launched
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, should evolve into
a nationwide social move-
ment. He stressed that elimi-
nating drug abuse is not the
responsibility of the gov-
ernment alone but requires
the collective participation
of families, communities
and citizens. He urged ev-
ery household to resolve
that narcotic substances
would have no place in their
homes, stating that social
transformation begins with
individual commitment.
The Governor appealed to
people to stay away from
drugs and motivate their
families, friends and com-
munities to do the same.

R g
Highlighting the role of
youth in nation-building,
Shukla said greater participa-
tion in sports could help keep
young people away from
substance abuse. Recalling a
similar campaign launched
during his tenure as Gov-
ernor of Himachal Pradesh
under the slogan, "Promote
Sports — Defeat Drugs — Save
Himachal," he expressed
hope that a similar move-
ment would spread across ev-
ery district of Telangana. The
Governor appreciated the
State Government's efforts
in combating drug abuse and
congratulated Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy for sup-
porting the campaign.

Calling for collective ac-
tion, he urged citizens to
work towards making ev-
ery district drug-free and
contribute to the vision of a
drug-free India. Social Wel-
fare Minister Adluri Laxman
Kumar said the 'Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan', launched
in line with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of
a drug-free India, has been
progressing successfully
across the country.

Telangana CS reviews Phase-I progress
of Musi riverfront development project

Hyderabad, July 9 (GNS)
Telangana Chief Secretary K.
Ramakrishna Rao on Thurs-
day reviewed the progress
of the Phase-I stretch of the
Musi Riverfront Develop-
ment Project, focusing on
flood mitigation, sewage
treatment, land develop-
ment and integrated infra-
structure planning.

During the field visit, the
Chief Secretary inspected
key project locations, includ-
ing Osmansagar, the Nars-
ingi Sewage Treatment Plant
(STP) site and the Gandhi
Sarovar project area, which
are part of the State govern-
ment’s river rejuvenation and
urban resilience initiative.
He held detailed discussions

with officials of the Musi Riv-
erfront Development Cor-
poration Ltd. (MRDCL), Hy-
derabad Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(HMWSSB) and other line
departments regarding the
implementation of the proj-
ect. The review covered flood
management measures, inte-
gration of sewage treatment
infrastructure, preparedness
for land development and
corridor-level infrastructure
planning.

The  Chief Secretary
stressed the need for coor-
dinated execution, scien-
tific planning and strict ad-
herence to environmental
and technical standards to
ensure the long-term sus-

tainability and ecological
restoration of the Musi River
while delivering lasting ben-
efits to Hyderabad.

He also suggested that
MRDCL and the Hyderabad
Metropolitan Development
Authority (HMDA) prepare
a separate master plan for
the area between the Musi
and Esi rivers up to their
confluence at Gandhi Sar-
ovar to improve connectiv-
ity and promote sustain-
able riverfront-led urban
development. Officials said
MRDCL would incorporate
the suggestions made dur-
ing the review and expedite
implementation of works
under the Phase-I stretch of
the project.

need

Hyderabad, July 9 (GNS)
Telangana Irrigation and
Civil Supplies Minister Capt
N Uttam Kumar Reddy on
Thursday said the state gov-
ernment was on full alert to
tackle the possible impact of
ElNifio and assured farmers
that there was no need for
concern as comprehensive
contingency measures were
in place.

Chairing a high-level re-
view meeting at the State
Secretariat, Uttam held a
video conference with Dis-
trict Collectors and officials
of the Agriculture and Ir-
rigation Departments. IT
and Industries Minister
Duddilla Sridhar Babu at-
tended the meeting, while
Agriculture Minister Tum-
mala Nageswara Rao joined

through video conference
Uttam said district-spe-
cific action plans had been
prepared based on the likely
impact of El Nifio in coor-
dination with the Meteo-
rological, Agriculture and
Irrigation Departments. He
directed officials to create
awareness among farm-
ers through Gram Sabhas
on suitable crop selection
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TG Govt on high alert over El Nino, farmers
not worry: Uttam Kumar Reddy

based on rainfall forecasts
and water availability, while
ensuring that scientific and
technical advice reaches ev-

ery farmer.
The Minister said the
government was closely

monitoring water levels in
reservoirs and would man-
age irrigation water scien-
tifically. He also instructed
officials to ensure adequate

availability of fertilisers and
make all necessary arrange-
ments so that farmers do
not face any difficulties dur-
ing the cropping season.
Stating that farmer wel-
fare remained the govern-
ment's top priority, Uttam
urged farmers not to believe
rumours and instead follow
the guidance of agriculture
officials. He reiterated that

the Congress government
was fully prepared to ef-
fectively address any chal-
lenges arising from El Nifio
and would stand firmly by
farmers at every step.

Chief Secretary Sanjay
Jaju, senior officials and
experts from Professor
Jayashankar Telangana Ag-
ricultural University also
participated.

AIIMS Bibinagar to be fully operational
by December 2026: Nadda

Hyderabad, July 9 (GNS)
union Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Jagat
Prakash Nadda on Thurs-
day said the All India In-
stitute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), Bibinagar, would
be fully operational by De-
cember 2026, with 87 per
cent of the construction al-
ready completed.

Talking to the media, af-
ter reviewing the progress
of the institute, Nadda said
the Centre had significantly
strengthened the country's
healthcare infrastructure
under Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's leadership by
increasing the number of
AIIMS institutions to 23 and
medical colleges from 370
to 820. He said 18 AIIMS are
currently functional, while
the remaining institutes are
under construction.

Highlighting AIIMS Bi-
binagar's progress, he said
over Rs 1,000 crore had
been sanctioned for the
project. The institute cur-
rently has 132 faculty mem-
bers and 133 senior doctors,
offers MBBS, MD and DM/

MCh courses, and treats
around 1,800 outpatients
daily. It also provides emer-
gency services, advanced
diagnostic facilities, tele-
medicine through e-San-
jeevani, and implements
both the PM-JAY and Aaro-
gyasri health schemes.
Nadda said AIIMS Bibi-
nagar had received Rs 64
crore in research grants,
with 129 research projects
underway. He noted that
the institute was the first
AIIMS in the country to es-
tablish a Community Radio
Station and had adopted six
villages, organised 547 free
medical camps, and pro-

vided healthcare services to
over 66,000 rural residents.

He said the remaining
construction, including
advanced radiography and
operation theatre complex-
es, would be completed by
December 2026, enabling
ATIMS Bibinagar to emerge
as a Centre of Excellence in
medical education, patient
care and research.

Union Minister G Kis-
han Reddy, BJP Telangana
president N Ramchander
Rao, Rajya Sabha MP Dr K
Laxman and BJP National
Vice-President D.K. Aruna
accompanied Nadda dur-
ing the inspection.

POCSO case: Bandi Bhagirath granted conditional bail

Hyderabad, July 9 (GNS)
Union Minister of State Bandi
Sanjay's son Bandi Sai Bhagi-
rath got relief in the Telangana
High Court. The court issued
orders on Thursday granting
him conditional bail in a case
registered under the POCSO
Act. The High Court has or-

dered Bhagirath to fully coop-
erate with the investigation.
A POCSO case was registered
against Bhagirath at the Pet
Basheerabad police station on
May 8 in an incident involving
a minor girl. The police ar-
rested him on May 16 in this
case and since then he has

been in judicial remand at the
Cherlapalli jail. He has been in
jail for about 45 days. During
the hearing on the bail peti-
tion, Bhagirath's lawyer, while
presenting arguments, told
the court that the accused is
a student and his studies are
being affected by being in jail.
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BRS got Rs 1,400 crore as quid pro quo: Kavitha

Hyderabad, July 9 (GNS)
Telangana Rakshana Sena
(TRS) chief K. Kavitha on
Thursday alleged that the
Rs 1,400 crore in the bank
accounts of Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) came from
"quid pro quo" deals. She
demanded that BRS distrib-
ute the money to Telangana
martyrs' families.
Addressing workers of Sin-
gareni Collieries Company
Limited (SCCL) in Kothagu-
dem, Kavitha also launched
a scathing attack on her
brother, BRS working presi-
dent K. T. Rama Rao (KTR),
and her cousin, former min-
ister T. Harish Rao, accus-
ing them of corruption. BRS
president and former Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao's daughter ruled out her
return to the BRS. "As long
as I am alive, I will not join

BRS." She claimed that Rs
1,400 crore in the BRS party's
bank accounts came from
Andhra contractors through
"quid pro quo".

Stating that it is corrup-
tion money, she said the
BRS should distribute it to
the families of Telangana
martyrs. She said the party
should give Rs 1 crore each
to the families of martyrs.

Kavitha alleged that KTR
committed corruption
through a quid pro quo deal
with a construction com-
pany. Accusing Harish Rao

of corruption in the Kalesh-
waram project, she called
him 'Anaconda’. She said
despite his involvement in
corruption, the party was
still pushing him forward.
She remarked that BRS can
never improve and it can
never come back to power.
She accused Harish Rao's
company of supplying milk
to Sri Chaitanya educational
institutions. She demanded
that the government should
make it mandatory for all
private educational institu-
tions with more than 500

students to procure milk
from Vijaya Dairy. The TRS
leader said that if her party
comes to power, it will review
all land allotted by both the
BRS and state governments
to Andhra contractors. "Ev-
ery square yard of such land
will be taken back," she said.

She accused BRS of hatch-
ing conspiracies to ensure
that her party does not get
the TRS acronym.

On statements by BRS
leaders that they are not
afraid of her party, she asked
if this was true, why did they
file over 1,000 complaints
with the Election Commis-
sion of India?

Kavitha demanded that
dependent jobs in Singareni
Collieries Company Limited
be cleared by conducting
medical board meetings
twice a month.

Centre secures Singareni's future
with new coal blocks: Kishan Reddy

Hyderabad, July 9 (GNS)
union Coal and Mines Min-
ister G Kishan Reddy on
Thursday said the Centre
had taken historic deci-
sions to safeguard the fu-
ture of the Singareni Col-
lieries Company Limited
(SCCL) by allocating the
Tadicherla-II and Naini
coal blocks, which would
ensure energy security,
create thousands of jobs
and generate a turnover
of about Rs 2.25 lakh crore
over the next four decades.

Addressing a press con-
ference at a private hotel in
Banjara Hills, Kishan Red-
dy said the Modi govern-
ment had prioritised the
welfare of Singareni and its
75,000 employees, besides
protecting the livelihoods
of nearly 10 lakh people
who depend indirectly on
the company. He said the
newly allotted Tadicherla-
IT block, with reserves of
434 million tonnes, and the
Naini block in Odisha, with
455 million tonnes, togeth-
er would provide Singareni
access to nearly 795 million
tonnes of coal and ensure
stable production for the
next 45 years.

He said the Tadicherla-
II mine would be operated
entirely by Singareni, pro-
viding permanent employ-
ment to over 2,000 work-
ers, while the two projects
together would create
around 3,500 jobs and

boost infrastructure devel-
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opment, including rail and
road connectivity.

Kishan Reddy urged the
Telangana government to
immediately clear Singar-
eni's outstanding dues of
Rs 54,148 crore, including
Rs 28,876 crore for elec-
tricity supplied by SCCL's
thermal power plant and
Rs 25,272 crore towards
coal supplied to Telangana
Genco. He alleged that the
previous BRS government
and the present Congress
government together had
pushed the company into
financial stress by allowing
arrears to accumulate.

The union Minister said
the Centre had secured the
coal block allocations after
obtaining legal clearances
and asserted that Singareni
was not merely a company
but a symbol of Telan-
gana's self-respect. Call-
ing for political consensus,
he appealed to all parties
and trade unions to work
together to strengthen the
coal miner and ensure its
long-term sustainability.
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