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No infighting, Congress as anchor: Inside details from INDIA bloc meet

New Delhi, June 8 (GNS):
The meeting of Opposition
parties under the banner of
the INDIA bloc concluded
this evening, with a broader
consensus on redrawing
electoral as well as politi-
cal strategy and pursuing a
“united and spirited” fight
against the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment.

The INDIA bloc allies, after
holding wide-ranging dis-
cussions and deliberations,
zeroed in on five key deci-
sions to sharpen their cam-
paign and strategy in taking
on the NDA dispensation
over multiple pressing issues,
including Special Intensive
Revision (SIR), paper leaks,
unemployment and ‘worry-
ing’ economic environment
prevailing in the country.

Among the foremost deci-
sions, the INDIA bloc parties
will write a letter to the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) regard-
ing serious apprehensions
over the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR), alleged ma-
nipulation of the electoral

rolls, and the fairness of elec-

tions. The parties expressed
unanimity in penning and
handing over a ‘protest letter’

to the CJI shortly.
The second decision re-
volved around students’

agony and despair over the
recent NEET paper leaks.
Multiple leaders voiced
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strong concern over the
mismanagement of the en-
tire education system under
incumbent Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan
and called for intensifying
demands to seek his resigna-
tion. They said that lakhs of
youths appearing for NEET

and CBSE examinations
have been betrayed and left
to fend for themselves dur-
ing his tenure, and hence an-
swers must be sought from
those in the chair.

Raising alarm bells over
the emergent economic cli-
mate of the country, the IN-

DIA bloc leaders demanded
that the Central government
immediately convene an all-
party meeting to discuss the
current grave economic situ-
ation, rising unemployment,
inflation, issues concerning
farmers, and other important

matters of public interest.

Earlier, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, in his
opening remarks, slammed
the Centre for ‘pushing’ the
country into a precarious
situation due to its inefficient
steering of the economy and
flawed foreign policy. The
INDIA bloc meeting, com-
ing in the backdrop of a big
electoral setback in recent
Assembly polls, also deliber-
ated upon ways to strength-
en the alliance. It was agreed
hat all parties of the INDIA
alliance would meet every
two months. The next meet-
ing has been scheduled for
August in Hyderabad.

Also, when the Monsoon
Session of Parliament be-
gins, a coordination meeting
will be held every morning
at the office of the Leader

of Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge, where the INDIA
bloc will brainstorm on tak-
ing on the Centre with unity
and unwavering focus on is-
sues of public interest.

The INDIA bloc meet was
attended by Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge,
Senior  Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, Samajwadi
Party Chief Akhilesh Yadav,
Trinamool Congress Presi-
dent Mamata Banerjee, Se-
nior National Conference
Leader Omar Abdullah and
NCP-SP leader Supriya Sule.
Opposition parties, includ-
ing Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
and Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam (DMK), distanced
themselves from the meet-
ing over differences with the
Congress party.

20 TMC MPs to quit party,
join NDA: Kakoli Ghosh

Kolkata, June 8 (GNS) In a
major jolt to the Mamata
Banerjee-led TMC, 20 party
members in the Lok Sabha
have decided to quit the
Trinamool Congress and
make a bid to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla to for-
mally join the BJP-led NDA
parliamentary party.
"Nearly 20 TMC MPs, in-
cluding me, have decided
to write to the Speaker and
ormally convey our desire
to be part of the NDA. The
decision comes after ex-
tensive discussions among
fellow MPs. As of now, I re-
main the chief whip of the
TMC in the Lok Sabha, and
in that capacity I have con-
sulted colleagues before
arriving at this decision,”
Kakoli told The Tribune.
Reacting to her replace-
ment as chief whip after
she resigned as TMC Ma-

hila wing chief, Kakoli said
her removal was arbitrary
and unilateral.

"The party chairperson
may have announced my
replacement from the post,
but that does not alter the
constitutional and par-
liamentary position over-
night," she told TNS.

Kakoli said the MPs have
accepted the people's ver-
dict and believe that their
future political course
should be aligned with the
NDA. "Accordingly, we will
communicate our decision
to the Speaker. We want to
be part of the NDA," she
said adding that the letter
to Speaker will follow.

Once this happens the
TMC legislature party in
Lok Sabha would have split
and merged in the NDA as
Aam Aadmi Party recently
did in Rajya Sabha.
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SC quashes bail condition restricting
accused from disputed property

New Delhi, June 8 (GNS) In
a significant ruling shap-
ing bail jurisprudence, the
Supreme Court has held
that courts, while grant-
ing anticipatory bail, can-
not impose conditions that
amount to granting sub-
stantive relief in a pending
civil dispute.

A bench of Justices J.B.
Pardiwala and K.V. Viswa-
nathan made the observa-
tions while partly allowing
appeals filed by accused
persons against a Madras
High Court order that had
restrained them from in-
terfering with a disputed
property until the conclu-
sion of a civil suit.

Setting aside the
pugned condition, the apex
court said that the High
Court, while granting an-
ticipatory bail, ought not to
have imposed a restriction
that was akin to granting re-
lief in the civil proceedings.
“We are of the view that
while granting anticipatory
bail, the High Court should
not have imposed a condi-
tion which is tantamount
to granting of some relief in
the suit itself, which other-
wise the civil court has not

im-

o
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granted,” the Justice Pardi-
wala-led Bench said.

The case arose from an
FIR registered at Perunazhi

Police Station in Tamil
Nadu’s Ramanathapuram
district for offences under
various provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), 2023, including al-
legations of trespass, caus-
ing damage to property and
criminal intimidation.
According to the prosecu-
tion, the accused persons
had allegedly trespassed
into land claimed by the de
facto complainant, dam-
aged fencing, banana crops,
CCTV cameras and electri-
cal installations, and threat-
ened the complainant and
her family members. While
granting anticipatory bail
on February 24, the Madu-
rai Bench of the Madras
High Court directed that

the accused “shall not inter-
fere in the disputed prop-
erty until the suit is over”,
apart from imposing other
bail conditions. The High
Court had taken note of ri-
val claims over the property
and the pendency of a civil
suit before the sub-court at
Mudukulathur. It observed
that the de facto complain-
ant claimed possession of
the property on the basis of
a mortgage and held that it
would be appropriate to re-
strain the accused from in-
terfering with the disputed
property until the matter
was resolved.

Before the Supreme
Court, it was highlighted
that the complainant had
instituted a civil suit for
permanent injunction in
2019 and that no interim
injunction had been grant-
ed by the civil court.

India, US likely to sign 1st tranche
of trade deal by july: Piyush Goyal

New Delhi, June 8 (GNS)
India could sign the first
tranche of its long-awaited
bilateral trade agreement
with the United States as
early as July, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piy-
ush Goyal said on Monday.
Speaking to media on
the sideline of an event,
Goyal further indicated
that negotiations between
the two countries are
nearing a crucial stage de-
spite recent tariff-related
concerns. The minister’s
remarks have raised ex-
pectations of an early
breakthrough in trade
talks that have been un-
derway for months, with
both sides seeking to
strengthen economic ties
and improve market ac-
cess for businesses. The
proposed agreement is
expected to provide a sig-
nificant boost to bilateral
trade and enhance oppor-
tunities for Indian export-
ers in key sectors.
Speaking about the
progress of the nego-
tiations, Goyal suggested
that discussions between
officials from India and
the United States have ad-

Vanced considerably in re-
cent weeks and that efforts
are underway to resolve
the remaining issues.

The latest comments
build on statements made
by the minister last week,
when he highlighted the
rapid pace of engagement
between the two coun-
tries. On June 5, Goyal said
that a full team of US trade
officials had visited New
Delhi and held extensive
discussions with their In-
dian counterparts to push
the negotiations forward.

“We had a full team of
officials from different di-
visions of trade from the
U.S. in Delhi,” Goyal had
said. According to the
minister, both sides are
working to close the re-
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maining gaps in the pro-
posed agreement and are
focused on reaching a mu-
tually beneficial outcome.

He had expressed confi-
dence that the first phase
of the trade pact could be
finalised by the middle
of July, describing it as a
“very vibrant first tranche”
that would lay the founda-
tion for deeper economic
cooperation between the
two countries.

The proposed trade
agreement is seen as a key
step in expanding India-
US economic relations at
a time when both nations
are looking to diversify
supply chains, increase
investment flows and
strengthen strategic part-
nerships across sectors.

Iran retaliates, fires missiles at Israeli airbases after attacks on Tehran

Tehran/ Tel Aviv, Jun 8 (UNI)
The Middle East edged
closer to a wider regional
conflict on Monday as Iran
launched missiles at Is-
rael in retaliation for Israeli
strikes on Iranian territory,
defying diplomatic efforts
by US President Donald
Trump to contain the crisis.
The exchange of attacks has
raised fresh concerns that
months of fragile diplomacy
is in tatters as fresh military
confrontation is underway:.
The escalation came after
Trump reportedly told Ne-
tanyahu that "it's enough"
and urged him not to retali-
ate immediately following
Iran's missile attack on Sun-
day night. It was the first di-
rect exchange of strikes be-

tween Israel and Iran since
a ceasefire halted the US-
Israel war with Iran in April.
Iran's attack followed ear-
lier Israeli strikes on Beirut's
southern suburb of Dahiya.

The latest exchange of at-
tacks threatens to deepen
tensions across the region
and comes after Trump

spoke with Netanyahu, urg-
ing him not to respond im-
mediately to Iran's missile
barrage. According to media
reports, Trump declared, "I
call all the shots," suggest-
ing that Netanyahu should
refer to Washington's diplo-
matic efforts.

Iranian state media re-

ported explosions in Teh-
ran, Isfahan, Karaj, and Ta-

briz. Iran's Revolutionary
Guards claimed that Israel
used air-launched ballistic
missiles during the attack.
Iran subsequently closed
the airspace around Teh-
ran's Imam Khomeini Inter-
national Airport, the coun-

try's main international
gateway. In response to the
Israeli strikes, Iran launched
a wave of missiles toward
Israel on Monday, triggering
air raid sirens across parts
of the country and raising
fears of a broader regional
conflict.

Israeli military officials
claimed that all incom-
ing projectiles were inter-
cepted, though authorities
warned that further attacks
could not be ruled out.

The Israeli Defence Forc-
es (IDF) said Iran launched
missiles towards Israel "a
short while ago".

"Defense systems are
operating to intercept the
threat" and members of the
public living "in the relevant

areas" have been alerted, it
added in a statement.

The Islamic Revolution-
ary Guards Corps (IRGC)
said it had targeted two Is-
raeli air bases in Nevatim
and Tel Nof, according to
Iranian state media.

According to Tranian mili-
tary officials, the missile
barrage was launched in re-
sponse to Israel's attack on
Beirut's southern suburb of
Dabhiya. In a televised state-
ment, Iranian central com-
mand spokesperson Ibra-
him Zolfaghari said Tehran
viewed the Israeli operation
as crossing a "red line" and
accused the United States
of enabling Israeli actions
through its political sup-
port, Al Jazeera reported.
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We have 76-80 days of oil reserves,
no immediate risk to country: Puri

New Delhi, June 8 (GNS) As
the West Asia crisis intensi-
fies, with Iran launching fresh
attacks on Israel on Sunday
night, Union Minister of Pe-
troleum Hardeep Singh Puri
on Monday said India has fuel
reserves equal to 76-80 days
of usage and is ready to re-
spond to global oil shortages.

Puri cautioned that the
world economy might suf-
fer considerably from an ex-
tended conflict in West Asia,
adding that he expects fuel
prices to come down and also
assured that there was no im-
mediate energy risk to the
country.He added that even
if the Strait of Hormuz stays
closed, India has adequate
strategic petroleum reserves,

refinery inventories, and
commercial stocks to give at
least 30 to 60 days of bulffer,
thus he doesn't see oil prices
being “this high” for very long.

Meanwhile, in response to
concerns about the impor-
tant waterway potentially
closing, the minister high-
lighted that India has sulffi-

cient energy supply and has
diversified its sources.

The comments are made at
a time when the future of the
Strait of Hormuz, which pass-
es through a sizable amount
of the worlds oil and gas
supply, remains uncertain.
India has backup plans and
support from allies to handle

temporary delays, said the
Minister. “Here, two or three
things are taking place. The
violence spreading beyond
the theater is one extreme
scenario. That would be con-
cerning. The second is that
our diverse supplies have also
begun, given the Strait of Hor-
muz remains blocked.

New Delhi, June 8 (GNS) A
fire was reported aboard an
oil tanker carrying 24 In-
dian seafarers off the coast
of Oman on Monday, as
Israel and Iran exchanged
fresh attacks in their first
major escalation since the
ceasefire. The Madagascar-
flagged MT Marivex report-
ed afire around 1.30 pm IST,
Opesh Sharma, a director
in India's Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways,
said at a news briefing.
Sharma declined to com-
ment on the cause of the fire
but said the vessel was car-
rying 24 Indian crew mem-
bers. The tanker was empty
and located well outside the
Strait of Hormuz, a key ship-

ping route that has been af-
fected by regional tensions,
he said. "This is the prelimi-
nary information which we
have received... as per avail-
able information, all Indian
seafarers are safe," Sharma
said. "We are coordinating
with the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs, our missions
abroad, Indian Navy, Min-
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Fire reported on oil tanker with 24
Indian seafarers off Oman coast

istry of Defence, to ensure

their safety."  Ship-track-
ing data showed the vessel
at anchor south of Muscat.
The tanker issued a distress
call after reportedly coming
under attack while sailing
towards the Omani port of
Dugm, according to pre-
liminary reports.

The incident came as Is-

rael and Iran renewed hos-
tilities. Israel on Monday
struck a petrochemical facil-
ity in southwestern Iran and
carried out attacks on other
military targets, despite
reports that US President
Donald Trump had urged
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu to avoid
further military action.

Must Ensure Farmers Get Loan Waiver, Strmgent Conditions Need Correction:

Baramati, June 8 (GNS) Na-
tionalist Congress Party (Sha-
radchandra Pawar) President
Sharad Pawar on Monday
emphasised the need to mod-
ify the restrictive conditions
in the government’s Rs 36,585
crore loan waiver scheme to
ensure actual benefits reach
the farmers. Speaking to re-
porters in Baramati, Pawar
advocated for a dialogue-
based approach rather than
outright rejection of govern-
ment policies. Highlighting
that there are no major elec-
tions scheduled for the next
three years, Pawar stressed
the importance of keeping all
stakeholders united.
Commenting on the com-
plexities of the government’s
loan waiver scheme, he said,
“The loan waiver scheme
comes with certain condi-

tions that are causing hur-
dles. Often, when a govern-
ment makes a decision, the
public may not agree with
its framework. However, in a
democracy, it is essential to
establish a healthy dialogue
to correct these flaws. That is
all Twould say.”

He further urged the Chief
Minister to coordinate with
Central authorities to iron
out these wrinkles. “Instead
of adopting a stance to com-
pletely discard the policy just
because it has certain loop-
holes, the focus should be on
how the Chief Minister can li-
aise with the relevant Central
authorities to amend these
conditions and ensure that
farmers successfully receive
the loan waiver,” Pawar clari-
fied. Pawar’s statement comes
when the Punyashlok Ahily-

adevi Holkar farm loan waiver
scheme will benefit 55.72
lakh farmers in the state, and
will completely clear the land
records (Satbara) of nearly
16.74 lakh farmers. However,
the state government has laid
down strict conditions, and
has mandated severe exclu-
sion filters. According to the
cabinet decision, current or
former Ministers, Members of

B, 48
Parliament (Lok Sabha/Rajya
Sabha), Members of the Legis-
lative Assembly (MLA) or Leg-
islative Council (MLC), and
leaders of local government
bodies are excluded from the
scheme. All working and re-
tired officers/employees of
Central and State government
departments with a gross
monthly salary/pension ex-
ceeding Rs 25,000 (excluding

former military personnel)
will not be eligible to get the
benefits under the scheme.
Employees of Public Sector
Undertakings (PSUs), coop-
erative banks, and sugar fac-
tories drawing monthly pay-
outs above Rs 25,000 won't be
part of the scheme. Further,
any individuals generating
non-agricultural income who
file regular income tax will
not be entitled to be a benefi-
ciary of the scheme. Express-
ing deep concern over the
agricultural distress in the
region, Pawar revealed that a
team of experts had already
assessed the ground reality. “I
have received the assessment
report. Banana and sugar-
cane crops have suffered
massive damage. We had
dispatched a team of experts
from the Vasantdada Sugar

Sharad Pawar

Institute, and they have sub-
mitted their written findings
and recommendations after
inspecting the affected ar-
eas. While the scientists have
completed their visit, the ul-
timate execution does not lie
in our hands,” he added.

On the INDIA bloc meeting
in New Delhi, Pawar said, “To-
day is a review meeting. We
will convene key leaders again
in eight to ten days to find a
way forward. I am confident
a solution will be reached.
The core strategy for today’s
meeting is to ensure that no
member takes an extreme
stance. Representing our par-
ty, Supriya Sule has attended
the meeting, and the outcome
will be clear by this evening.
Following that, we will sit in
Delhi, deliberate, and work
towards a resolution.”

Indore to host BRICS agri
meet on food security

Bhopal/Indore, June 8 (GNS)
Madhya Pradesh is set to
shine on the global stage as
Indore hosts the prestigious
“BRICS Agriculture Working
Group” meeting and the Ag-
riculture Ministers’ confer-
ence from June 9 to 13 un-
der India’s presidency of the
grouping. Union Minister
for Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Shivraj Singh Chou-
han, addressing a press con-
ference in Bhopal, described
the event as a proud mo-
ment for India and Madhya
Pradesh. The meetings will
deliberate on critical global
issues, including food secu-
rity, sustainable agriculture,
empowerment of small and
marginal farmers, and ag-
ricultural innovation. The

BRICS Agricultural Research
Platform, set up in 2016 dur-
ing India’s presidency, will
further strengthen research
and technical cooperation.
The schedule includes
official-level meetings from
June 9 to 11, followed by
the Agriculture Ministers’
meeting on June 12 and 13,
culminating in a joint dec-
laration. Delegates will also
experience Indore and Mad-
hya Pradesh’s rich cultural
heritage through visits to
landmarks like Rajwada, 56
Dukan, and Mandu. BRICS
nations command signifi-
cant influence in world ag-
riculture, accounting for 42
per cent of global agricultur-
al land and over 42 per cent
of agricultural production.

Delhi HC issues contempt notice to influencer over videos
targeting sitting judge in saket building collapse

New Delhi, June 8 (GNS) The
Delhi High Court on Monday
issued a criminal contempt
notice to social media in-
fluencer Kapil Kakar for his
videos and posts allegedly
making scandalous remarks
against the judiciary in con-
nection with the recent Saket
building collapse tragedy.

A division bench of Jus-
tices Neena Bansal Krishna
and Madhu Jain also directed
social media platforms to re-
move objectionable videos
and posts alleging that a sit-
ting High Court judge was re-
sponsible for the tragedy and
ordered the blocking of the so-
cial media handle concerned.
The order came on a criminal
contempt petition filed by the
Delhi High Court Bar Associa-

tion (DHCBA), which alleged
that Kakar, a psychologist and
social activist, had published
a series of videos on YouTube,
Instagram, Facebook, X, and
LinkedIn containing scandal-
ous and contemptuous re-
marks against a sitting judge
and the judiciary.

Issuing notice in the mat-
ter, the Justice Krishna-led
Bench observed that such
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allegations against judges
and the judiciary are becom-
ing increasingly frequent on
social media. It added that
the statements made in the
videos were not genuine and
appeared to be an attempt to
scandalise the institution of
the judiciary. “We can only
hope that the public does not
pay any attention to it,” the
Delhi High Court said during

the hearing. According to the
DHCBA petition, Kakar alleg-
edly accused a sitting High
Court judge of being respon-
sible for the deaths caused by
the collapse of an under-con-
struction building in south
Delhi’s Saidulajab area near
Saket Metro Station.

The petition alleged that
Kakar falsely claimed that
the judge had dismissed a
plea seeking action against
illegal construction activities
due to an alleged nexus with
municipal authorities. It fur-
ther reproduced portions of
the videos in which the judge
was allegedly described as a

“murderer”, the judiciary was

accused of corruption, and
citizens were urged to “rise
against such injustice”.

Number Of Jan Dhan Accounts
Rise To 58.15 Cr, Deposits
Touch Rs 3 Lakh Crore
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New Delhi, June 8 (GNS)
The Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi-led government’s
initiatives during the last 12
years have strengthened ac-
cess to financial inclusion,
healthcare, housing, tap
water, clean fuel and social
security exponentially, ac-
cording to a factsheet put
out by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman’s office
on Monday.

The statement highlights
that the number of Jan Dhan
bank accounts for the poor
across India has touched
the 58.15 crore mark, with
the total deposits in these
accounts increasing to Rs
3 lakh crore, which reflects
the success of the scheme.
The opening of these ac-
counts under the Prime
Minister’s Jan Dhan Yojana
in rural areas is seen as the
biggest financial inclusion
exercise in the world. Ac-
cording to RBI data, 56 per
cent of the Jan Dhan ac-
counts belong to women.

The Jan Dhan Yojana-
Aadhaar-Mobile, which
comprises the “JAM Trinity”,
has provided a quantum
leap in the country’s en-
deavour to ensure financial
inclusion and ensure that
the benefit of government
welfare schemes reaches

the targeted beneficiaries
without any leakages. The
statement underlines that
the number of Ayushman
Bharat cards under Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(AB-PMJAY) hasreached the
44 crore mark. The scheme
provides health coverage of
Rs 5 lakh per family per year
for secondary and tertiary
care hospitalisation to 12
crore families, constituting
the bottom 40 per cent of
India’s population. Addi-
tionally, in March 2024, ap-
proximately 37 lakh families
of Accredited Social Health
Activists, Anganwadi Work-
ers, and Anganwadi Help-
ers were included under the
scheme. The scheme was
further expanded to cover 6
crore senior citizens of age
70 years and above, belong-
ing to 4.5 crore families, ir-
respective of their socio-
economic status.

Besides, the statement
highlights that 15.7 crore
tap water connections have
been issued to provide safe
drinking water to the poor,
over 12 crore toilets have
been constructed to im-
prove their conditions of
living, and 2.9 crore house-
holds have been given elec-
tric connections under the
Saubhagya scheme.

Kerala women’s free bus travel begins from
june 15; ksrtc to face rs 57 crore burden

Thiruvananthapuram: The
Kerala government’s ambi-
tious scheme to provide free
travel for women in KSRTC
buses will come into effect
from June 15, but the ben-
efit will initially be restricted
to ordinary services alone.

The decision was taken
at a high-level meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
V.D. Satheesan and Trans-
port Minister C.P. John, con-
sidering KSRTC'’s financial
constraints and operational
challenges. John said the full
details will be revealed by
CM Satheesan, as the cabi-
net will first look into this
and the final decision will
be announced.

The scheme, introduced
as one of the major election

promises of the UDF gov-
ernment under the ‘Indira
Guarantee’ programme, will
be implemented on a trial
basis for the first 100 days.
A detailed review of pas-

senger patterns, revenue
loss and operational impact
will be carried out before ex-

tending the benefit to high-
er-category buses, includ-
ing Fast Passenger and other
long-distance services.

The Transport Commis-
sioner has been asked to
submit a report analysing
the financial impact during
the trial period.The govern-
ment will take a decision
on the second phase based
on the findings. KSRTC es-
timates that around 23 lakh
passengers use its services
daily, of whom nearly 10 to
12 lakh are women.

Providing free travel to
such a large section is ex-
pected to create a significant
financial burden, which the
government has assured
will be fully compensated.

According to KSRTC esti-

mates, limiting the scheme
to ordinary buses alone
will result in an additional
burden of around Rs 57
crore for three months. If
city fast services are also
included, the loss may rise
to Rs 65 crore. Extending
the benefit to ordinary, Fast
Passenger and Super Fast
services could increase the
burden to Rs 90 crore, while
providing free travel across
all categories of buses may
cost around Rs 112 crore
over three months. With the
government already pro-
viding financial support for
salaries and pensions, dis-
cussions are underway on
arranging additional funds
through the Kerala Finan-
cial Corporation (KFC).

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay on
Monday felicitated chess
prodigy R. Praggnanandhaa
for his historic triumph at
the Norway Chess tourna-
ment and presented him
with a cash award of Rs 50
lakh. The meeting took an
engaging turn when CM
Vijay and the 20-year-old
Grandmaster sat down
across a chessboard for a
friendly game.
Praggnanandhaa created
history in Oslo by becom-
ing the first-ever Indian to
clinch the Norway Chess
title. His campaign included
a rare feat; defeating home
favourite and World No. 1
Magnus Carlsen twice in the
classical format, alongside a

crucial victory over reigning
World Champion D. Gukesh.
Lauding the youngster’s ex-
ceptional intellect and com-
posure on the global stage,
CM Vijay handed over the
Rs 50 lakh cheque as a token
of appreciation on behalf of
the Tamil Nadu Sports De-
velopment Authority, along

with a memento for bring-
ing laurels to both Tamil
Nadu and the nation.
Minister for Public Works
and Sports Development
Aadhav Arjuna, Member
Secretary of the Sports
Development Authority
of Tamil Nadu J. Meghan-
atha Reddy, I.A.S., Prag-

TN CM Vijay Plays Chess With Praggnanandhaa,
Awards Rs 50 Lakh For Norway Chess Triumph

gnanandhaa’s parents and
high-ranking  government
officials were present during
the felicitation. Pragg, who
had slipped to No. 16 in the
world rankings in the last list
released on June 1, came up
with a brilliant performance
in Norway Chess as he
stormed back from the brink
to win the prestigious title.

He was sixth and last in
the standings after the sixth
round but won four games
in a row, including his sec-
ond win over Carlsen and a
penultimate round victory,
and compatriot Gukesh,
which propelled him into
contention for the title. This
was the first such winning
streak in the event since
Carlsen’s in 2021.
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India’s Crucial Oil Imports From Russia

By Anjan Roy

ndia will in all possi-
Ibility face a new tariff

from the United States
of as high as 100% as
Trump’s new policy to stop
Russia’s Ukraine war. An
economic tool, tariffs are
now caught up in Donald
Trump’s geo-economics.

Countries buying oil
from Russia are now to
be subjected to a 100%
duty on all their exports to
United States. Even if Chi-
na could afford to defy this
duty, India could ill-afford
such tariffs and, also, in-
cur America’s wrath.

A new bill to this effect
is set on its passage in the
US legislature for impos-
ing secondary sanctions
against Russia to deter the
country from executing its
war. The proposal provides
for imposition of 100%
tariff, rather selectively at
two countries, India and
China, which are the prin-
cipal buyers of Russian oil.
The combined purchases
of China and India, run-
ning into billions of dol-
lars, have in a way bailed
out Russia in its execution
of war. Starved of the oil
revenues, Russian war ef-
fort could collapse in no
time. Russia is vulnerable
to oil revenues for funding
its efforts as its economy
has otherwise shrunk.
With the war going on for
over three years, Russia
faces multiple problems.
Direct military costs are
estimated at around $300
billion, according to a
report by CNN. Besides,
Russian assets held out-
side the country running
into billions, lie frozen

with h western nations.

Many in the west have
proposed to even start
drawing down these fro-
zen reserves to fund re-
construction of war rav-
aged Ukraine. These funds
lie far out of reach of Rus-
sia. Sanctions on Rus-
sian banks have severely
limited shadow transac-
tions in Russian oils with
other countries. Besides,
the heat casualties in the
Ukraine war and demand
for more troops on the
grounds have depleted
the manpower base for
the Russian economy. The
drawing of manpower for
deployment has been so
damaging that freed crim-
inals from Russian jails
have been inducted into
the fighting force.

Later still, Russian is
bringing in troops from
abroad for fighting in
Ukraine. North Koreans

as well as others from di-
verse countries, including
China, have been spot-
ted and sometimes held
in Ukraine. The draft on
fight age population have
started telling on supply
of workers in the Russian
factories. This has been
particularly deep in the
war related manufactur-
ing industries, thus in
turn, crippling civilian
industries. Russia had
banked on the United
States moving away from
Ukraine in its support
and the sharp division be-
tween the NATO allies in
Europe, on the one hand,
and America on the other.
However, the last round of
NATO consultations have
turned the tide of events.
America, frustrated with
Russian president, Vladi-
mir Putin’s intransigence,
has turned full circles. Pres-
ident Trump had expressed

his frustration with Putin
and his double play. He has
commented; “Putin speaks
nice in the formal talks and
then bombs everyone in
the evening”. Trump had
spoken to Putin directly
several occasions and Pu-
tin had escalated his war
and attacks immediately
thereafter. Seeing that di-
plomacy is not working,
Trump is turning to arms
twisting of Russia now. He
is now resuming supplies
of American arms through
NATO allies and then fol-
lowing up with secondary
economic sanctions which
could hurt the Russian
economy.

It will be on China now
to backup Russia. Inrecent
interactions with EU lead-
ers, Chinese foreign min-
ister had indicated that
it could not witness Rus-
sia losing in Ukraine war.
China has been playing its

hidden hand of unquali-
fied support for Russia.
However, this would come
to a test now that America
and the west are unified
over Ukraine support and
could launch some crip-
pling blows to Russia. The
present instance apart,
America is using tariffs
as a weapon of economic
warfare ever since Trump
entered his second presi-
dency. On again, off again,
Trump has been declaring
against select countries
ever since he got back to
power. Since Trump came
back into the White House
and have been playing his
tariff threats, American
economy is going through
a turmoil. The markets are
in a state of flux, with the
volatility indices swing-
ing wildly. Trump had to
postpone his tariffs several
times in the light of finan-
cial market swings.

New Education Policy and Dogri Lanquage

Prof K S Chandrasekar
India has about 1200 uni-
versities, around 50000 col-
leges which are now offering
about 26 percent of GER.
About 300 million students
are studying in colleges and
about 40 million in univer-
sities. Since 1948, we had
multiple committees on
education and last of it was
in 2017-19 under Dr Kasturi
Rangan. This paved way for
the New Education Policy
in 2020. The New Education
Policy- 2020 aims to facili-
tate an inclusive, participa-
tory and holistic approach,
which takes into consid-
eration field experiences,
empirical research, stake-
holder feedback, as well as
lessons learned from best
practices.It is a progressive
shift towards a more scien-
tific approach to education.
The prescribed structure
will help to cater the abil-
ity of the child - stages of
cognitive development as
well as social and physical
awareness. The education
policy should maintain a
symbiotic relationship be-
tween the different regions
of the country through the
study of different languages.
The quality of education
provided in the country
shall be such that it not
only delivers basic literacy
and numeracy but also cre-
ates an analytical environ-
ment in the country.The
New Education Policy-2020
represents aspirations to
become a knowledge pow-
erhouse of the world incul-
cating the best of the global
educational experiments.
The global education de-
velopment agenda reflected

in the Goal 4 (SDG4) of the
2030 Agenda forSustainable
Development, adopted by
India in 2015 — seeks to “en-
sure inclusive and equitable
quality education and pro-
mote lifelong learning op-
portunities for all” by 2030.
Early childhood care and
Education (ECCE) is vital
for the cognitive develop-
ment of the students, and
this is where the mother
tongue becomes crucial.
The modern parents are af-
ter the western languages
including English, French
and Spanish. They feel that
these languages will help
their child in their quest for
global recognition. How-
ever, one should not forget
their mother tongue. The
author has witnessed many
incidents where a Dogra

family is reluctant to speak
in Dogri as they feel inferior.
Dogri is one of the 22 official
languages recognised by the
Government of India. Bodo.
Dogri, Maithili and Santhali
were recognised and includ-
ed in the Eighth schedule by
the 92nd Amendment act,
2003. National Educational
Policy advocates for three
languages formula.
Recently, based on the
question raised by Vikram
Randhawa, MILA in the as-
sembly, The School Educa-
tion Department has in-
troduced Dogri as the third
major language in Govern-
ment schools up to the pri-
mary level, with the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Board of
School Education (JKBOSE)
developing syllabi, curricu-
lum, and textbooks in Dogri

for classes 1 to 12. While
the author had discussion
with Sunil Singh, Director,
Academics of JK BOSE in
a function, there are steps
taken in this direction and it
will be compulsory subject
from class 1 onwards as part
of the three-language for-
mula in NEP. The Govern-
ment is also providing free
Dogri textbooks to students
in classes 1 and 2 under the
district plan. I sincerely feel
that it's a right step in the
direction to protect Dogri as
a language which needs to
be sustainable. For second-
ary classes (9th and 10th),
Dogri is being taught as an
additional/optional ~ sub-
ject, and at the 10+2 stage,
it is offered as an elective
subject. From here, the Gov-
ernment has to plan under-

graduate programs in Dogri
as Major which can actually
pave way for the master’s
and also doctoral programs.
Cluster university of Jammu
is introducing from 2025-
26, Certificate and Diploma
programs in Dogri transla-
tion. This will eventually
help students to find appro-
priate opportunities.

Dogri needs to be pro-
moted by the Government
by asking all those establish-
ments in the Jammu region
to put the Dogri language in
the display boards. Regular
competitions in Dogri will
help the students to under-
stand the importance of the
language. Cluster university
of Jammu organises every
year inter collegiate compe-
tition called “Yuv Tharang”.
This year along with existing
categories which is being
considered for the national
entry, Dogri essay competi-
tion, Dogri elocution com-
petition, Dogri Music, Dogri
cuisine will be added to
ensure and promote Dogri
across the students and par-
ents’ community. The newly
introduced MPA program in
the university will also give
emphasis to Dogri Dance,
Dogri Folk music etc. in the
proposed National Research
Foundation (NRF), there is
a need to include Dogri for
research purposes and for
translational research.

There is a proposed Na-
tional institute for Pali,
Persian and Prakrit in the
New Educational Policy.
In the similar vein, there
could be a National Insti-
tute for Dogri which will
ensure that the language is
protected.
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Courts to shed delays, reduce
vacations and embrace reform

he Central Government’s intention to reduce the volume of court cases should

be warmly welcomed. After all, 70 per cent of cases in the courts of the country

involve the Governments, whether at the Centre or in the States. On the other
hand, speeding up the hearing of cases and the passing of judgments also need to be
expedited. The amount of time spent on each matter too needs to be recorded.

This is perhaps not being done, and if that is the case, it is certainly not published,
as it may embarrass some of the judges as well as advocates. Adjournments are the
main cause of delays, and delays are the bane of justice. They are often used as tactics
to slow down or even snuff out the progress of the hearings. At times, they are sought
because the leading advocate of one or the other side is busy in another case in an-
other court —maybe even in another city.

For the ensuing waste of the court’s time, a repeat court fee of, say, 50 per cent of the
initial amount should be charged to the side that seeks the adjournment. When the
client is debited for this fee, he would learn a lesson not to engage an advocate who
is so busy as to be distracted by several other cases. The freedom to appeal upwards,
again and again, should be reduced. Some matters which began in a small cases court
in, say, Mumbai have reached the apex court. Normally, one appeal to each side may
be permitted. In special circumstances, perhaps two could be considered.

Before a hearing begins in a matter, the judge should, in consultation with both the
advocates, decide how much time each of them would be given. If either side exceeds
their limit, they should have to pay extra fees — rather like in a journey by a taxi. Why
should the court waste its time merely because an advocate is slow to think or express
themselves, or keeps repeating themselves? As a layman, I am surprised that the liti-
gant has to begin by submitting, usually, a lengthy affidavit.

On the night before the first hearing, the judge reads and digests all that has been
stated in that affidavit. In the hearing, the advocate verbally explains to the judge and
the opposing advocate what is written in the affidavit. Is this not a repetitive proce-
dure? Surely, it can be cut down? Once, I happened to get a chance to read an opinion
on a matter by a Kolkata advocate as well as a London lawyer. I was surprised to see
that the UK draft was written in about 300 words while the Indian one was longer, at
over a thousand words. For us Indians, writing in English has not been the soul of wit.
Since a great deal of legal work is written, this becomes an important area of check.
Incidentally, judgments or orders are not always brief or terse.

And what about the working hours of the courts themselves — or, more accurately,
the duration of the court machinery? While one does not wish to be uncharitable,
their Lordships across the country’s courts taking off for vacations has begun becom-
ing the topic of much talk. In a country whose justice system is clogged with pend-
ing cases whose number runs into a few crores, such judicial holidays need a relook.
It is important to bear in mind that these longish and regular vacations for judges
and senior lawyers is a practice from the British days — a period when there was no
air-conditioning. The summer of the Indian plains was simply unbearable for most
judges, and long vacations in the hill stations of Simla, Darjeeling, Ooty, or the cold
valley of Kashmir was understandable — but not in today’s age, when technology has
made it possible to overcome many challenges of nature.

The present hours of work in the country’s courtrooms too are not encouraging,
as far as utilisation of both time and manpower are concerned. Most courts begin
their proceedings at 10:30 or thereabouts and conclude at 16:30 — i.e., working for six
hours, but effectively five, because there is an hour off for lunch. Saturdays and Sun-
days are not counted here. With overburdened judges and a mountain of cases piling
up by the day; it is high time a shift system was introduced in the judiciary. There is no
reason why courts cannot work in shifts, reducing the workload on the judges and ad-
vocates, plus ensuring more employment opportunities for many unemployed law-
yers and other associated staff. There are many advocates in the country who stand to
gain by such a measure in the form of making the law and thereby, the country’s legal
system — accessible to the lower rungs of society.

The latter point is too obvious to bear iteration here. The then Chief Justice of India,
Y K Sabharwal, had in 2006 not mooted the idea of courts needing to work in dual
shifts in order to reduce the workload. The accessibility of justice to the common folk
of the country has to become the topmost priority for judicial reforms in the country.
Another major concern is the shortage of judges in proportion to the country’s enor-
mous population and the steadily increasing number of disputes. Vacancies in courts
often remain unfilled for long periods, further worsening the backlog. Fast-track re-
cruitment and transparent appointment procedures are essential if the justice deliv-
ery system is to become more efficient and responsive to public needs. Infrastructure
in many lower courts too remains inadequate, with insufficient staff, poor digital fa-
cilities, and overcrowded premises affecting the smooth conduct of proceedings.

Technology can play a transformative role in reducing delays and improving trans-
parency. The expansion of e-courts, digital filing systems, virtual hearings, and Al-
assisted case management can significantly cut procedural delays and reduce the
burden on litigants. During the pandemic, courts across India demonstrated that vir-
tual hearings could ensure continuity of justice delivery. Many of those innovations
deserve to be institutionalised permanently, especially for procedural hearings and
smaller matters that do not require physical presence.

At the same time, judicial reforms must also focus on making legal processes sim-
pler and less intimidating for ordinary citizens. Legal language is often too technical
and inaccessible to the common man. Simplified procedures, concise documenta-
tion, and the wider availability of legal aid services would help bridge the gap between
the judiciary and the people it serves. Justice delayed is not merely justice denied
— it is also justice made unaffordable for countless citizens who spend years and
significant resources pursuing cases. Ultimately, meaningful judicial reform requires
cooperation between the judiciary, the executive, the legal fraternity, and civil society.
Reducing pendency is not merely an administrative necessity but a democratic im-
perative. A justice system that is swift, accessible, and affordable strengthens public
confidence in the rule of law and reinforces faith in democratic institutions. Without
urgent corrective measures, the burden on courts will continue to rise , making timely
justice increasingly elusive for millions. Additionally, alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms such as mediation, arbitration, and Lok Adalats should be strengthened
and encouraged at every stage of litigation. A significant number of civil and commer-
cial disputes can be settled outside conventional courtrooms, reducing the burden on
courts while providing quicker and less expensive solutions to litigants. Greater pub-
lic awareness and institutional support for these mechanisms can help make dispute
resolution more efficient.

Another important reform is the adoption of strict timelines for different catego-
ries of cases. Matters involving senior citizens, women, children, and economically
weaker sections should receive priority listing and expedited hearings. Time-bound
disposal of cases, coupled with regular monitoring of case progress, can prevent mat-
ters from lingering in courts for years and improve overall judicial efficiency.

Equally important is enhancing accountability and transparency within the jus-
tice delivery system. Periodic publication of data on case disposal rates, adjourn-
ments, judicial vacancies, and court performance can help identify bottlenecks and
promote informed policy decisions. A transparent and technology-driven judiciary
will not only improve efficiency but also strengthen public trust in the legal system
and the rule of law.
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Bhatti Vikramarka reviews ambedkar knowledge tower, Jagjivan
Ram hostel projects; emphasises education and social justice

Hyderabad, June 8 (GNS)
Deputy Chief Minister Bhat-
ti Vikramarka Mallu stated
that the construction of the
Ambedkar Knowledge Tower
and the Babu Jagjivan Ram
Student Hostel would stand
as milestones in the welfare
initiatives undertaken by
the Telangana government,
aimed at achieving social
justice, educational equal-
ity, and the ideals of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar. He emphasized
that poverty eradication is
possible only through edu-
cation and that education
enables marginalized sec-
tions of society to ascend to
leadership positions.

On Monday, the Deputy
Chief Minister, accompa-
nied by Welfare Minister
Adluri Laxman Kumar, vis-
ited the proposed site for the
Ambedkar Knowledge Tower

at Lower Tank Bund and
the site of the Babu Jagjivan
Ram Student Hostel at Nim-
boli Adda—which is slated
for modernization—and
held a review meeting with
officials. He later spoke to
the media. Speaking on the
occasion, the Deputy Chief
Minister stated that the
Ambedkar Knowledge Tow-
er is not merely a structure
of brick and cement, but a
"temple of knowledge" de-
signed to shape the futures
of millions of youths from
Dalit, tribal, and backward
communities. He outlined
plans for the tower—com-
prising a cellar, a ground
floor, and ten additional
floors—to house digital li-
braries, e-learning centers,
research wings, coaching
centers for competitive ex-
ams, conference halls, and

career guidance units.

He noted that the Telan-
gana government has ush-
ered in a digital education
revolution, leveraging mod-
ern technology to ensure
students in rural areas have

opportunities on par with
their urban counterparts. He
announced that Ambedkar
Knowledge Centers would
be established in every As-
sembly constituency head-
quarters across the state, en-

abling students statewide to
access live instruction from
expert faculty based in Hy-
derabad.

He emphasized that the
government's goal is to
provide free, high-quality

coaching to underprivileged
students for competitive
examinations—including
the Civil Services, Group
services, banking, railways,
Staff Selection Commission
(S§SC), and other central and
state government jobs. He
added that the government
is creating a system to pro-
vide these advanced oppor-
tunities to students right in
their own localities, elimi-
nating the need for them to
travel to Hyderabad for their
education. Referring to the
historic student hostel at
Nimboliadda, Bhatti Vikra-
marka remarked that it is not
merely a hostel but a living
testament to a social history
that sheltered the dreams
of thousands of underprivi-
leged students. He recalled
that students who resided
there went on to become

IAS and IPS officers, lawyers,
politicians,  educationists,
and entrepreneurs, serving
society in the process.

The Deputy Chief Minister
stated that the people's gov-
ernment views welfare not
as an expense but as a social
investment, moving forward
by harmonizing both wel-
fare and development. He
noted that the government
is demonstrating its com-
mitment through the effi-
cient utilization of SC Sub-
Plan funds, the clearance of
pending hostel bills, and the
development of educational
infrastructure.

Welfare Minister Adluri
Laxman Kumar stated that
under the leadership of
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, a new chapter is be-
ing initiated for the educa-
tional advancement of Dalit,

Tribal, and weaker sections
of society. He announced
plans for the construction
of the Ambedkar Knowledge
Tower at Lower Tank Bund at
a cost of approximately 110
crore, and the construction
of the Babu Jagjivan Ram
student hostel at Nimboli-
adda—featuring  state-of-
the-art facilities—at an es-
timated cost of 25 crore. "It
is a moment of great pride
in my life that these two his-
toric projects were allocated
funds and brought to frui-
tion during my tenure as the
Minister for Social Welfare,"
the Minister stated. He not-
ed that Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy has turned the
Ambedkar Knowledge Tower
project—which had been
limited to mere announce-
ments for the past decade—
into a reality.

Voter rights forum meets
CEO, seeks fair SIR |n TG

Hyderabad, June 8 (GNS)
An eight-member delega-
tion of retired IAS officers,

activists and professors
from the Telangana Voter
Rights Forum (TVRF) pre-
sented a detailed represen-
tation on the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) to the
state Chief Electoral Officer,
C Sudharshan Reddy, on
Monday, June 8.

SIR is scheduled to begin
on June 25 in Telangana.
Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
will undertake door-to-
door visits to distribute and
collect enumeration forms.

The delegation has ex-
pressed serious concerns
over the electoral process
and flagged the possibility
of voter deletions for invalid
reasons. They urged Reddy
to ensure maximum trans-
parency, widespread public
awareness, adequate time
for verification, easy ac-
cess to grievance redressal
mechanisms, and special
safeguards for vulnerable
groups, including Dalits,
Adivasis, minorities,
grant workers, women and
transgender persons, per-
sons with disabilities, stu-
dents, and other socio-ec-

mi-

onomically disadvantaged
citizens. The Chief Electoral
Officer assured that SIR is
being carried out in accor-
dance with Election Com-
mission guidelines, and
their representation would
be taken into consideration.
C Sudarshan Reddy has re-
quested the Telangana po-
lice to provide adequate
security to BLOs during the
field inspections.

He held a video confer-
ence attended by Addi-
tional CEO Dr Vasam Ven-
kateswar Reddy, Hyderabad
Joint Commissioner (Law
and Order) Tafseer Iqubal,
Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation (GHMC)
Commissioner and District
Election Officer (DEO) RV
Karnan, as well as District
Collectors, district election
and police officers.

Election officials must
share the names and contact
details of BLOs and supervi-
sors with respective Station
House Officers (SHOs) and
vice versa. District Election
Officers should identify sen-
sitive and vulnerable areas
within their jurisdictions
and alert the concerned po-
lice stations.

Telangana police to collect data on domestic servants irom Nepal

Hyderabad, June 8 (GNS)
Telangana Director Gen-
eral of Police C.V. Anand on
Monday directed officials to
collect comprehensive data
on domestic servants from
Nepal and other countries
across the state.

Expressing concern over
recent incidents involv-
ing individuals from other
states, particularly Nepal-
ese employed as domestic
workers, he emphasised
maintaining a structured
database containing details
regarding their residence
and employment.

Last month, a domestic
help from Nepal, along with
her associates, killed the
wife of a retired IPS officer
at their residence in posh
Jubilee Hills in Hyderabad
and fled with valuables. In
another incident, a Nepal-

ese couple working as do-
mestic help, along with their
associates, tied up their em-
ployer and his wife, sedated
them, and fled with 60 tolas
of gold, 15 kg of silver and
other valuables.

Meanwhile, the DGP has
revived the “Staff Officers
Meeting”, a fortnightly fo-
rum for senior officers of the

DGP office and HODs to dis-
cuss policies, programmes,
and inter-departmental is-
sues. The practice had fallen
into disuse, resulting in a
visible coordination gap
across the wings of the de-
partment.

During the meeting,
the DGP covered a wide
agenda — maintenance of

i

a structured database of ers on the reorganisation

foreign domestic workers
for better monitoring and
security, CCTNS 2.0, tech-
nology-driven policing, and
the adoption of AI, drones,
and data intelligence sys-

tems, etc. He extensively

discussed and conducted a
detailed review with senior
officers and Commission-

of Hyderabad, Cyberabad,
Malkajgiri, Future City Com-
missionerates’ jurisdictions,
police station limits, border
village divisions, and other
jurisdiction-related ~ mat-
ters. He directed officials to
formulate comprehensive
plans for the reorganisation
of circles, zones, and villages

in a manner that ensures ad-
ministrative efficiency and
operational effectiveness.
The meeting also re-
viewed the implementation
of CCTNS 2.0, strengthening
of the police system, mod-
ernisation of existing man-
ual processes, and future
policing initiatives. It was
decided tentatively to orga-
nise the Police Retreat in No-
vember and the Women Po-
lice Conference in October.
To improve gender par-
ity and working conditions
for women police person-
nel, the DGP has advised
effective  implementation
of 33 per cent reservation
for women police person-
nel and directed officers to
create greater opportunities
for women officers in law &
order duties and field-level
policing responsibilities.

KTR seeks removal of Dharmendra Pradhan over NEET paper leak

Hyderabad, June 8 (GNS)
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) Working President K.T.
Rama Rao (KTR) on Sunday
demanded the removal of
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan over
the alleged NEET UG paper
leak, saying accountability
at the highest level was nec-
essary to restore students’
confidence in the examina-
tion system.

Interacting with NEET as-
pirants in Hyderabad, KTR
described the controversy
as a complete failure of the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) and called for strin-
gent action against those

responsible. “The students
should not suffer because
of the government’s failure.
Removing the Union Edu-
cation Minister will send
a strong message that ac-
countability matters,” he
said. KTR said failure to pun-

ish those responsible would
only encourage further neg-
ligence within the system.
At the same time, he urged
students not to lose hope
because of the controversy.

“Your anger is justified,
but do not let it derail your
dreams. Treat this as a speed
breaker and prepare for the
next examination with re-
newed determination,” he
told the aspirants.

Several students who par-
ticipated in the interaction
questioned why candidates
should be made to retake
the examination when the
alleged lapse was on the
part of the authorities. Some

also expressed concern that
despite strict security mea-
sures at examination cen-
tres, the paper leak could
not be prevented.

Referring to previous
controversies surrounding
grace marks and unusually
high cut-off scores in NEET
examinations, KTR said the
NTA had failed to provide
convincing  explanations
and had not adequately ad-
dressed students’ concerns.

He argued that awarding
marks through fraudulent
means was unfair to deserv-
ing candidates and under-
mined the credibility of the

examination process.

Collector Bhavesh Mishra Urges Public
Participation in Environmental Protection

Nirmal, June 8 (GNS)District
Collector Bhavesh Mishra
has called upon all citizens
to actively participate in
environmental protection,
emphasizing that safe-
guarding the environment
is a collective responsibility.
The Environmental Week
celebrations under the “Pra-
ja Palana-Pragati Pranalika’
initiative, along with Inter-
national Environment Day,
were held with great enthu-
siasm on Friday at Arepally
village in Mamda Mandal.
Officials attending the
program  were warmly
welcomed with saplings
as a symbol of promot-
ing greenery. Speaking on
the occasion, the Collector

stated that environmental
protection is the responsi-
bility of every individual.
He highlighted that envi-
ronmental pollution has
disturbed ecological bal-
ance, leading to dangerous
changes in climatic con-
ditions. He urged people
to plant more trees and
nurture them to maintain
ecological balance. He also
suggested that individuals
should celebrate occasions
like birthdays by planting
saplings and taking respon-
sibility for their growth.
The Collector further
warned that burning agri-
cultural crop residue causes
significant environmental
damage and advised farm-

ers to avoid such practices.
He also pointed out that
plastic usage not only con-
tributes to environmental
pollution but also leads to
various health issues. He
encouraged the adoption
of eco-friendly alternatives
to plastic. District Super-
intendent of Police Janaki
Sharmila, addressing the
gathering, emphasized that
environmental protection
should begin at home. She
urged everyone to contrib-
ute towards safeguarding
nature. She noted that ac-
cidental fires lead to for-
est destruction every year,
causing severe environmen-
tal damage, and appealed to
the public to act responsibly

to prevent such incidents.
She also stressed the need
for complete elimination of
plastic usage and adminis-
tered a pledge on environ-

mental protection.
Cultural teams performed
various awareness pro-

grams to educate the public
on environmental conser-
vation. Later, the Collector
and other officials planted
saplings as part of the ini-
tiative. The event was at-
tended by District SP Janaki
Sharmila, Forest Officer
Sushanth Sukhdev Bobade,
Senior Civil Judge Ravinder,
DSP Srinivas Reddy, FDO

Adam Nagini Banu, other

officials, public representa-

tives, and local villagers.

Telangana HC rules HCA chief
Amarnath's appomtment invalid

Hyderabad, June 8 (GNS)
The Telangana High Court
on Monday, June 8, ordered
the immediate removal
of Hyderabad Cricket As-
sociation (HCA) president
Amarnath from his post,
terming his appointment
as invalid. The court has
directed the HCA secretary,
Jeevan Reddy, to appoint a
new president by conduct-
ing a special annual gen-
eral meeting.

Amarnath was appoint-
ed as president by the
Ombudsman Justice after
allegations of irregularities
in the 2023 elections sur-
faced. The then president
A Jagan Mohan Rao was re-
moved from the post.

Rao had defeated Amar-
nath by just one vote.

Amarnath challenged the
election, claiming Rao had
fabricated the nomination

papers and disputed that

the latter contested from
Sri Chakra Cricket Club,
which was earlier known
as Gowlipura Cricket Club.

Kodandaram seeks
1 YR SIR exercise inTG

Hyderabad, June 8 (GNS)
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) Working President
K. T. Rama Rao (KTR) on
Sunday demanded the
removal of Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan over the alleged
NEET UG paper leak, say-
ing accountability at the
highest level was necessary
to restore students’ confi-
dence in the examination
system. Interacting with
NEET aspirants in Hyder-
abad, KTR described the
controversy as a complete
failure of the National

Govt. Scholarship

DEGREE COURSES

DOST Convenor Code :11102
B.SC(Life Sciences)

ISLAMIA DEGREE & PG COLLEGE

Affiliated to Osmanlia University (Estd : 1980)

BOYS & GIRLS

Separate Block for Girls

B.SC(Life Sciences) (Botany-Ch

h

y-Applied Nutrition & Public Health)

Testing Agency (NTA) and
called for stringent action
against those responsible.

“The students should
not suffer because of the
government’s failure. Re-
moving the Union Educa-
tion Minister will send a
strong message that ac-
countability matters,” he
said. KTR said failure to
punish those responsible
would only encourage fur-
ther negligence within the
system. At the same time,
he urged students not to
lose hope because of the
controversy.
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