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Public employment must be given to eligible
candidates as per IJI'ESCI‘IbEd qualifications: sc

NEW DELHI, Jun 4 (GNS):
Observing that public em-
ployment must be made
available to eligible candi-
dates in accordance with the
prescribed qualifications,
the Supreme Court has
held that allowing a person
with higher qualifications
to secure a job intended for
those with lower qualifica-

tions deprives a genuinely I

eligible and deserving can-
didate. A bench of Justices
Ahsanuddin Amanullah and
R Mahadevan made the ob-
servation while setting aside
a Madras High Court order
that had reinstated a tem-
porary bank attendant.

The top court said the
high court had overlooked

that the employee had se-
cured an appointment to
a post earmarked exclu-
sively for candidates with
qualifications up to Class
10 by concealing the fact
that he was a graduate.
“Public employment must
be made available to all el-
igible candidates in accor-

dance with the prescribed
qualifications....

“When the post was spe-
cifically intended for can-
didates possessing lower
educational qualifications,
permitting a person with
higher qualifications to
secure such employment
would necessarily result in

depriving a genuinely eli-

gible and deserving candi-

date of the opportunity,” the
bench said. The top court
said the rationale behind
prescribing an upper limit of
qualification is both reason-
able and equitable, namely,
to provide employment op-
portunities to persons who,
owing to circumstances of
life, could not pursue higher
education.

“The State, as a model
employer, is justified in re-
serving certain categories
of posts for such persons
so that they are not com-
pelled to compete with
more highly-qualified can-
didates against whom they
would ordinarily stand little

chance of selection. Such a
policy has consistently been
upheld by the courts,” the
bench said while upholding
the bank’s decision to dis-
miss the employee.

The Supreme Court fur-
ther observed that suppres-
sion of material facts dur-
ing the recruitment process
strikes at the very founda-
tion of fairness and transpar-
ency in public employment.
It noted that a candidate
who obtains appointment
by concealing higher educa-
tional qualifications cannot
later claim equity or protec-
tion from the courts, as such
appointments are vitiated
by misrepresentation from
the outset.

India-UK ties unlock
unprecedented growth PM Modi

NEW DELHI, Jun 4 (GNS):
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Thursday
said that the partnership
between India and the
United Kingdom has un-
locked  “unprecedented”
growth opportunities for
both countries. “Pleased to
meet UK Foreign Secretary
Yvette Cooper. Appreciated
the deepening of the India-
UK partnership in recent
times that has unlocked
unprecedented growth op-
portunities for both our
countries,” PM Modi wrote
on X after meeting the visit-
ing UK minister.

“India-UK Vision 2035

partnership and strength-
en our joint efforts for the
global good,” he added.
Earlier in the day, Cooper
met External Affairs Minis-
ter (EAM) S. Jaishankar.
“The India-UK partner-
ship is now a forward-look-

nomic ambitions and high
technology! Delighted to
welcome UK Foreign Sec-
retary Yvette Cooper on her
first visit to India,” Jaishan-
kar wrote on X after their
meeting. “We reviewed on-
going progress in our coop-
eration, focusing on trade,
technology, supply chains,
defence, climate, educa-
tion and people-to-people
ties. Also spoke about new
opportunities in clean en-
ergy, Al and critical miner-
als,” he added.

Both leaders exchanged
views on global devel-
opments, including in
Ukraine, West Asia and the

Centre plans delimitation
before 2029 polls

NEW DELHI, Jun 4 (GNS):
The Centre is actively ex-
ploring the revival of the
Delimitation Bill and is
considering completing the
long-pending constituency
redrawing exercise ahead
of the 2029 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, according to sources
familiar with the matter.
Sources said the govern-
ment has initiated consul-
tations with several regional
political parties and is con-
tinuing efforts to build a
broad political consensus
on the issue. Among the
parties engaged in discus-
sions are the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (DMK), the
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Trinamool Congress (TMC),

and other regional stake-
holders. The consultations
are focused on addressing
concerns over the potential
impact of delimitation on
parliamentary representa-
tion and ensuring wider
political acceptance before
any formal legislative initia-
tive is undertaken.

Govt sources indicated
that while the Centre is keen
to move forward with the ex-
ercise, it is mindful of the po-
litical sensitivities involved
and is seeking to avoid a
confrontational approach.
Efforts are therefore being
directed towards evolving a
framework that can secure
support across party lines.

Rahul Slams PM over NEET
aspirant suicide

NEW DELHI, Jun 4 (GNS):
Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi on Thursday launched
a scathing attack on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
after an alleged suicide by
a NEET aspirant came to
light, saying an entire gen-
eration of youth is paying
the price for the extent to
which the PM has “ruined”
the education system over
the past 12 years.

Gandhi’s attack on the
Modi government came
after media reports said
Akanksha Chaturvedi, a
NEET aspirant from Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Mauganj
district, allegedly died by
suicide in Nagpur after
reportedly falling into de-
pression following reports
of irregularities in the
NEET-UG examination.

“Akanksha aspired to be-
come a doctor and serve
her country and society.
Akanksha’s father is a farm-
er. To support his daugh-
ter's dream of becoming a

doctor, he took out aloan of
Rs 3 lakh against his Kisan
Credit Card. He even took
up ajob as a cookin Nagpur
himself, so that his daugh-
ter could attend coaching
classes there ” Gandhi said
in his post in Hindi on X

“A father did everything
humanly possible. Then,
the NEET paper leaked. The
examination was cancelled.
Amidst that uncertainty,
Akanksha left us forever,”
the Leader of Opposition
said. Akanksha’s death was
not a suicide - it is the trag-
ic outcome of a corrupt and
broken system under Prime

SN

Lo
Minister Modi, Gandhi al-
leged. “And Mr. Dharmen-
dra Pradhan? He remains
firmly seated in his position
even today. The same old
committees. The same old
transfers. The same old in-
quiries. No reform; no jus-
tice,” Gandhi said.

“Mr. Modi, power is not
permanent — it comes and
goes. But the an entire
generation of India’s youth
is now paying the price for
the extent to which you
have ruined the educa-
tion system over the past
12 years,” the Congress
leader said.

Venezuela VP pays tribute at Rajghat

NEW DELHI, Jun 4 (GNS):
Venezuela’s Acting Presi-
dent Delcy Rodriguez paid
homage to Mahatma Gan-
dhi at Rajghat in New Delhi
on Thursday afternoon,
underscoring the continu-
ing relevance of Gandhi’s
principles in shaping the
India-Venezuela relation-
ship. Taking to X, the Min-
istry of External Affairs
(MEA) posted: “A tribute to
the lasting legacy of Bapu.
Acting President Delcy

Rodriguez of Venezuela
paid homage to Mahatma
Gandhi at Rajghat this
afternoon. Bapu’s ideals
continue to inspire India-
Venezuela partnership.”
Earlier in the day, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
held a meeting with Ro-
driguez in New Delhi, with
discussions focused on
bilateral ties and regional
and global issues of mutual
interest. During their talks,
PM Modi and Rodriguez

also reaffirmed their com-
mitment to deepen bilat-
eral ties and advancing in-
terests of the Global South.

External Affairs Min-
ister (EAM) S Jaishankar,
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri and other officials
were also present during
the meeting.

“PM Narendra Modi
held wide-ranging discus-
sions with Acting Presi-
dent Delcy Rodriguez of
Venezuela today.

Jaishankar, cooper to review
India-UK roadmap

| ||

New Delhi, June 4 (GNS) :
British Foreign Secretary
Yvette Cooper and External
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar will hold wide-ranging
talks on Thursday, focusing
on minimising economic
shocks from the ongoing
conflict in West Asia and
reviewing the implemen-
tation of the UK-India
10-year roadmap to boost
overall ties.

Cooper landed in New
Delhi this evening amid a
renewed momentum in the
bilateral ties including in
trade and defence sectors.

Both the ministers will
discuss closer collabora-
tion between the UK and
India to minimise econom-
ic shocks from ongoing
conflicts, preserve global
stability, and ensure free-
dom of navigation, a Brit-

ish readout said.The for-
eign secretary’s trip sets an
ambitious path for engage-
ment with India, a top pri-
ority partner for the UK, it
said, adding the visit builds
on the trip by Business and
Trade Secretary Peter Kyle
earlier this week to bring
the landmark UK-India
Free Trade Agreement into
force as soon as possible.
Together with Jaishankar,
the foreign secretary will
undertake a formal review
of delivery under the UK-
India Vision 2035 to date,
highlighting the UK’s pri-
orities for the year ahead
across economic growth,
technology and innova-
tion, defence and security,
climate and education, the
readout noted.

The 10-year UK-India
Vision 2035 roadmap sets

.

strategic goals for sus-
tained collaboration and
innovation across sectors.
The annual review en-
sures our partnership re-
mains dynamic, aligned,
and responsive to rapid
global change, the readout
said. Lindy Cameron, Brit-
ish High Commissioner to
India, said: “The UK-India
partnership is a bulwark
against rising global un-
certainty. Foreign Secretary
Yvette Cooper’s visit this
week, her first visit in the
role, is another important
opportunity to build on
that partnership.” “Since
our Prime Ministers un-
veiled their shared vision
for a modern UK-India
partnership last year, the
UK has been driving for-
ward collaboration with In-
dia as a priority,” she said.

US proposes 12.5%
tariffs on India

New Delhi, June 4 (GNS)
The US has proposed
to impose 12.5 per cent
tariffs on 54 countries,
including India, for alleg-
edly failing to prohibit the
import of goods produced
with forced labour, even as
officials from New Delhi
and Washington are cur-
rently holding three-day
talks to finalise the first
tranche of the bilateral
trade agreement. The talks
that started on Tuesday are
being held in New Delhi.
Reacting to the pro-
posed 12.5 per cent tar-
iff, the Indian commerce
ministry said New Delhi
is engaged with the US on
the two Section 301 inves-
tigations — over concerns
related to forced labour
and excess industrial ca-
pacity. The country is

also “parallelly” engaged
with the US for finalisa-
tion of an interim trade
agreement, a framework
for which was announced
through a joint statement

on February 7.
The US Trade Repre-
sentative  (USTR) has

proposed the additional
duty following investiga-
tions launched in March
against 60 countries un-
der Section 301 of the
Trade Act of 1974 over
concerns related to forced
labour. The measure re-
mains a proposal and has
not yet been finalised, the
USTR said, adding that in-
terested parties can sub-
mit requests to appear at
hearings and summaries
of testimony by June 22.
The USTR is scheduled to
hold hearings on July 7.
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Shah chairs NEC plenarv In Shillong, leaders discuss North East Vision Plan 2047

SHILLONG, Jun 4 (GNS):
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday chaired
the 73rd plenary session of
the North Eastern Council,
where leaders from the eight
northeastern states resolved
to work towards a stronger
and more prosperous re-
gion and deliberated on the
North East Vision Plan 2047.

The session brought to-
gether governors, chief
ministers, deputy chief
ministers and senior offi-
cials from across the North-
east. “Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, Union Minister
for DoNER Jyotiraditya M

Scindia, governors, chief
ministers, deputy chief
ministers, and senior of-

ficials assembled ahead of
the plenary deliberations,”
the NEC said in a post on X.

All the leaders reaffirmed
their collective commit-
ment to the growth, con-
nectivity and prosperity of
the region, it added.

Union Minister of the De-
velopment of North Eastern
Region (DoNER) Scindia
said all the leaders are unit-
ed in their resolve to create
a “stronger and more pros-
perous” Northeast.

According to an official
communique, stakeholders
from all eight northeastern
states discussed the North
East Vision Plan 2047 and
key regional development
priorities. “The plenary ses-
sion discussed and delib-
erated on progress made
by the CM High-Level Task
Forces constituted for criti-
cal sectors of regional devel-
opment,” the DoNER Min-

istry said on X. The session
also reviewed important
initiatives of the DoNER
ministry, including updates
on major schemes and
programmes, outcomes of
the North East Investment
Summit and Bankers’ Con-

clave, it added.

The ministry said lead-
ers analysed youth-focused
initiatives, efforts related to
tourism and logistics, and
the region’s unique selling
proposition (USP) projects.

Presentations were made

[

on tourism, agriculture and
horticulture,  investment
promotion, self-reliance in
milk, eggs, fish and meat
production, sports promo-
tion, economic corridor de-
velopment, infrastructure
and connectivity, and han-

dloom and handicrafts.

“The deliberations are
expected to facilitate co-
ordinated action among
states and stakeholders for
achieving shared develop-
ment goals,” an official said.

The North East Vision

Plan 2047 seeks to provide
a long-term roadmap for
transforming the region
into a vibrant hub of eco-
nomic growth, connectivity,
innovation, sustainability
and cultural prosperity by
the centenary year of India’s
independence.

Earlier in the day, Megha-
laya Chief Minister Conrad
K Sangma welcomed Shah
to Shillong for the meeting.

“Glad to welcome
Hon’ble Union Home Min-
ister and Chairman of the
North Eastern Council, Shri
@AmitShah ji to Shillong for
the 73rd NEC Plenary Ses-
sion,” he said. Ahead of the
main session, a pre-Plenary
meeting was held, bring-
ing together senior officials
from the government of In-
dia and all eight Northeast-

ern states on Wednesday.

The meeting was at-
tended by chief secretaries,
state planning secretaries,
senior officers of DoNER
ministry, NEC officials and
other key stakeholders. The
North Eastern Council, es-
tablished under the North
Eastern Council Act, 1971,
serves as the apex region-
al planning body for the
Northeastern region and
plays a pivotal role in fos-
tering coordinated devel-
opment and strengthening
cooperative federalism in
the region.

It is the nodal agency for
the economic and social
development of the region,
which consists of Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Na-
galand, Sikkim and Tripura.

Haryana voter verification
drive from June 15

CHANDIGARH, June 4
(GNS): Haryana'’s ChiefElec-
toral Officer, A Sreenivas, on
Wednesday reviewed the
preparations for the Special
Intensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls in the state and
expressed concern over the
slow progress of electoral
roll mapping. According to
an official statement, dur-
ing the virtual meeting with
all the deputy commission-
ers-cum-district  election
officers, Sreenivas informed
that only 64.26 per cent of
the mapping work has been
completed so far, while dis-
tricts such as Faridabad,
Gurugram, Sonipat, Pa-
nipat and Panchkula have
achieved less than 60 per
cent progress.

Calling it a matter of
concern, he directed the
concerned districts to hold
meetings with representa-
tives of resident welfare as-
sociations (RWAs) to ensure
maximum public partici-
pation, the statement said.
Sreenivas said he would
personally visit these dis-
tricts next week to review
the situation.

According to the direc-
tions of the Election Com-
mission of India, a compre-
hensive Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) exercise will
be conducted in Haryana

from June 15 to July 14,
during which door-to-door
verification of voters will
be carried out at the booth
level across the state. The
final electoral roll will be
published on September 22.

At the meeting, Sreeni-
vas directed that electoral
registration officers (EROs),
Assistant EROs, booth level
officers (BLOs) and super-
visors be provided timely
training to ensure the suc-
cessful implementation
of the exercise. He said for
the convenience of voters,
enumeration forms will be
made available in Hindi,
which can be downloaded
from the poll panel’s official
website from June 5.

In cases where forms are
not returned, the BLOs will
collect information from
neighbours to identify the
absent, shifted, deceased or
duplicate voters. It will be
mandatory for the BLOs to
visit every such household
at least three times.

If a voter is not at home,
any adult member of the
family may sign the enu-
meration form and sub-
mit it to the BLO. Even in
cases where voters submit
forms online, the BLOs will
conduct physical verifica-
tion through house visits,
Sreenivas said.

Absolute incompetence of BJP unmasked
by NFHS-6 data: Mallikarjun Kharge

NEW DELH]I, June 4 (GNS):
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge on Thurs-
day claimed that “absolute
incompetence’of the BJP
has been “unmasked” by
the NFHS-6 data and al-
leged that the Modi govern-
ment has betrayed India’s
women and children on
healthcare and nutrition.
Kharge said the BJP has
a five-step formula to hide
its “sins”. He accused the
BJP of burying selected
data, abandoning the vul-
nerable, advertising “Sabka
Saath” and “Amrit Kaal”,
manipulating the narra-
tive and protecting Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
PR at all costs. “Not only
does the Modi government

betray India’s women and
children on healthcare and
nutrition, but it also delib-
erately hides crucial data
which exposes its failures!”
Kharge said on X. “Abso-
lute incompetence of the
BJP has been unmasked
by the NFHS-6 data! 1 in 5
children suffer from acute
malnutrition.  One-third
of Indian children are un-

4

derweight. More than 84%
of children aged 6 to 23
months do not receive ad-
equate nutrition. 57% of
women between 15 and 49
years are anaemic as per
NFHS-5. 1 in 5 women is
undernourished,” Kharge
said, citing NFHS data.

The NFHS-6 was conduct-
ed during 2023-24 by the
Ministry of Health and Fam-

ily Welfare with the Interna-
tional Institute for Popula-
tion Sciences (IIPS), Mumbai
as the nodal agency. Cover-
ing nearly 6.79 lakh house-
holds across 715 districts,
the survey provides evidence
on population, health, nu-
trition and family welfare
indicators and supports pro-
gramme implementation up
to the district level.

According to the sixth
round of the National Fam-
ily Health Survey (NFHS-
6) released by the Union
Health Ministry on Friday,
India has registered sig-
nificant improvements in
child health indicators,
including immunisation
coverage and nutritional
outcomes.

SC Forms expert panel
on Aravalli definition

NEW DELHI, June 4 (GNS):
The Supreme Court has
constituted a high-powered
committee to conduct an in-
dependent review of the Cen-
tre’s report on the definition
and delineation of the Ara-
valli hill range and directed
the panel to address what it
described as “critical ambi-
guities” in the findings. The
committee headed by Kan-
chan Devi, Director General
of the Indian Council of For-
estry Research and Education
(ICFRE) has been directed to
submit a comprehensive re-
port by August 31, 2026.

The move comes months
after the apex court, on De-
cember 29, stayed the imple-
mentation of an October 2025
report prepared by a commit-

tee chaired by the Secretary of
the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC).

The court had then empha-
sised the need for an indepen-
dent body of domain experts
to undertake a fresh scientific
and ecological assessment. In
its order, the court observed
that a “fair, impartial and in-
dependent expert opinion”
was necessary after consult-
ing all relevant stakeholders
to provide definitive guidance
on several contentious issues
relating to the protection of
the Aravalli ecosystem. The
newly constituted high-pow-
ered committee (HPC) will be
chaired ex-officio by Kanchan
Devi, a 1991-batch Indian For-
est Service officer.

Delhi Hotel Fire: Owner Faces Interrogatlon As Hunt For Manager Intensifies

NEW DELHI, June 4 (GNS):
The investigation into the
massive fire at a bed-and-

breakfast establishment in !

south Delhi’s Malviya Nagar,
which claimed 21 lives,
intensified on Thursday
even as a court sent owner
Lavkesh Bajaj to four days’
police custody. While police

teams continue their search

for the absconding manager,
Jai Mishra, forensic experts
are examining evidence from

the site to assess alleged vio- |
lations that may have con-

tributed to the tragedy. Delhi
Police have launched a man-
hunt for Mishra, the manager
of the property, who has been
missing since the fire broke
out on Wednesday morning.
Police have registered a
case against Bajaj under
several provisions of the

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), including culpable
homicide not amounting to
murder, mischief by fire, neg-
ligence endangering human
life, causing grievous hurt
through negligence, dam-

age to property, and negli-
gent conduct related to fire
safety. Police reconstructed
the sequence of events that
resulted in the blaze. Foren-
sic examination of everything
pertaining to the incident is
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being carried out, offICIals

told the media.

A team of forensic experts
has collected samples and
evidence from the site to de-
termine the origin of the fire
and assess whether safety

lapses contributed to the
scale of the disaster. Authori-
ties are also reviewing the
establishment’s compliance
with fire safety regulations
and licensing requirements.

The investigation has
increasingly focused on
Mishra, the hotel’s manager,
who allegedly oversaw the
day-to-day functioning of the
property, say police officials.
According to police, Bajaj
informed investigators that
Mishra was responsible for
managing operations at the
establishment.

Mishra is reported to have
been absconding since the
incident occurred around
8.45 a.m. on Wednesday. Po-
lice teams are trying to trace
and nab him, officials said.

The fire erupted on
Wednesday morning, trap-

ping numerous guests inside
the building and triggering a
large-scale rescue operation.
Among the deceased were 12
foreign nationals who were
reportedly staying at the fa-
cility while accompanying
relatives receiving treatment
at nearby hospitals. The
tragedy claimed a total of 21
lives and left several others
injured, making it one of the
most severe fire disasters re-
ported in the city in recent
years. Medical authorities at
Max Super Speciality Hospi-
tal in Saket reported that 15
injured victims are currently
undergoing treatment. Hos-
pital officials stated that all
admitted patients remain
stable. Six patients continue
to be on ventilator support.
However, their condition is
stable, say doctors.

Dr Jitendra chairs joint meeting of union secretaries, announces portal for ‘patent’ training

NEW DELHI, Jun 4 (GNS): Ina
major step towards strength-
ening India’s research ecosys-
tem, Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Science & Technology; Earth
Sciences and Minister of State
for PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, De-
partment of Atomic Energy
and Department of Space,
Dr. Jitendra Singh today an-
nounced an ANRF-supported
digital portal aimed at facili-
tating training in patent filing
and research paper writing for
researchers, students and in-
novators across the country.
The announcement was
made while chairing a Joint
Review Meeting of the Secre-
taries of Department of Sci-
ence & Technology (DST),
Department of Biotechnology
(DBT), Department of Scien-

tific and Industrial Research
(DSIR) , Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES), Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy and
Department of Space during
which the Minister reviewed
progress on key scientific ini-
tiatives, institutional coordi-
nation mechanisms, science
administration reforms, out-
reach activities and prepara-
tions for upcoming national
science programmes.

The review meeting was at-
tended by Principal Scientific
Adviser to the Government
of India, Prof. Ajay Kumar
Sood; Secretary, Department
of Biotechnology, Dr. Rajesh
S. Gokhale; Chief Executive
Officer of the Anusandhan
National Research Founda-
tion (ANRF), Dr. Shivkumar
Kalyanaraman; and senior of-
ficials from the Department of

Science & Technology (DST),
Department of Biotechnology
(DBT), Department of Scien-
tific and Industrial Research
(DSIR) and Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MOES).

Dr. Jitendra Singh said that
the newly announced por-
tal will serve as an important
capacity-building resource for

researchers and young inno-
vators by providing structured
support in scientific writing,
publication processes, intel-
lectual property protection
and patent-related proce-
dures. He noted that improv-
ing access to such resources
would strengthen the quality
of research output, enhance

Meeting of
.ience Ministries

A,
S 44

innovation outcomes and help
researchers translate scientific
work into publications and in-
tellectual property assets.
Emphasising the need for
greater coordination among
scientific departments and in-
stitutions, Dr. Jitendra Singh
said that scientific organisa-
tions working under different

i
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departments must function
in a collaborative and inte-
grated manner to maximise
national outcomes from re-
search, innovation and public
investments in science and
technology. Observing that
several scientific institutions
often undertake complemen-
tary work without adequate

awareness of developments
across departments, Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh stressed the need
for regular interaction among
laboratories and institutions.
He directed that structured
mechanisms be established
for sharing information on
major projects, technologi-
cal achievements and insti-
tutional capabilities so that
expertise available within one
department can be effectively
leveraged by others.

The Minister particularly
emphasised the importance
of showcasing institutional
achievements and success
stories. He suggested that
every review mechanism
should include presentations
on notable scientific achieve-
ments from laboratories and
institutions on a rotational
basis. Such an approach, he

said, would not only enhance
visibility of scientific accom-
plishments but also promote
cross-learning and collabora-
tion among institutions work-
ing in similar domains.
Reiterating the growing
importance of science com-
munication, Dr. Jitendra
Singh called for a more co-
ordinated outreach strategy
across scientific departments.
He stressed the need to utilise
digital platforms, social media
and emerging communica-
tion tools to present scientific
achievements in a manner that
is accessible to citizens, stu-
dents, startups and research-
ers. He also suggested explor-
ing common communication
platforms to improve dissemi-
nation of scientific success sto-
ries and innovation outcomes
across the scientific ecosystem.
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India poised to hecome 3rd-largest economy
by 2030, overtaking Germany: Hardeep Puri

New Delhi, June 4 (GNS)
India has recently over-
taken Japan and is poised
to become the third-largest
economy by 2030, overtak-
ing Germany, Union Pe-
troleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri has said.

In the past 11 years, India
has risen from the eleventh
to the fourth largest econo-
my in the world.

“Our GDP has more than
doubled — from $2.1 tril-
lion in 2014 to $4.3 trillion
in 2025” said Puri while ad-
dressing the 77th Founda-
tion Day of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of
India (ICAI) here. The min-
ister highlighted the nation’s
resilience during global
headwinds and the critical
role played by bold policy
reforms, extensive social
welfare schemes, and sound
financial management.

Under the flagship social
initiatives, Puri noted, over
27 crore citizens have been
lifted out of multidimen-
sional poverty, nearly four
crore houses have been

sanctioned under the Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana,
and 15.4 crore rural house-
holds now enjoy piped wa-
ter through the Jal Jeevan
Mission.

“Ayushman Bharat has
expanded health coverage
to over 70 crore individuals
with a Rs 5 lakh insurance
benefit, reinforcing India’s
commitment to inclusive
development,” the minis-
ter added. He emphasised
India’s success in attract-
ing global investment, with
$748 billion of foreign direct
investment inflows between

2014 and 2025 an increase
of 143 per cent over the pre-
vious decade and the ex-
pansion of source countries
from 89 to 112.

“Landmarks in policy
reform, including the In-
solvency and Bankruptcy
Code, Production-Linked
Incentive schemes, the
Goods and Services Tax,
Direct Benefit Transfers,
and the elimination of over
25,000 compliances and
1,400 obsolete laws, have
strengthened the nation’s
business landscape,” the
minister emphasised. The

transformation in tax ad-
ministration  underscores
India’s evolving financial
culture. Annual Income Tax
returns filed grew from 3.6
crore in FY 2013-14 to 8.5
crore in FY 2024-25, with
95 per cent processed with-
in 30 days. “Each return,
each rupee of tax collected,
translates into tangible
benefits—LPG connections
for mothers, medicines for
the poor, electricity for rural
homes, pensions for the el-
derly, and employment op-
portunities for youth,” Puri
highlighted.

Looking ahead, the min-
ister called on chartered
accountants to embrace ar-
tificial intelligence and ad-
vanced analytics, automat-
ing routine tasks to focus
on strategic advisory roles
and harnessing data-driven
insights for more effective
decision-making. “Embrac-
ing Al is no longer optional
— it is essential for staying
competitive and innovative
in today’s evolving financial
world,” he noted.

New Delhi, June 4 (GNS) A
India’s digital ecosystem ex-
pands at an unprecedented
pace, Indian consumers are
rapidly embracing new-age
identity technologies while
balancing convenience with
security concerns, a new re-
port said. The data compiled
by Okta highlights that more
than 30 per cent of Indian
users log into ten or more
personal online accounts
every month -- showcasing
the country’s accelerating
digital footprint.

Amid this growth, Indian
consumers are also display-
ing a greater readiness to
adopt biometrics and Al-
driven services compared
to global peers. Despite the
growing array of authenti-
cation methods, passwords
remain the most convenient
option for 82 per cent of In-
dians. However, biometrics
are steadily gaining trac-
tion, with 55 per cent using
fingerprint authentication
and 35 per cent relying on
Face ID for smoother log-
ns. “Despite the new op-

tions, 82 per cent of Indians
still find passwords to be
the most convenient way to
verify their identity,” the re-
port said. “More than half of
the population (54 per cent)
find it convenient to use a
government ID like Aadhaar
for verification purposes,
followed by SMS/voice calls
(44 per cent)," it added.
Security perceptions re-
main high for passwords (79
per cent), SMS authentica-
tion (74 per cent), and finger-
prints. However, risky prac-
tices persist -- 1 in 5 Indians
reuse the same password
across all personal accounts.
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India’s digital identity adoption surges
amid rlsmg trust, Al integration

India’s growing trust in digital
platforms is also noteworthy.
As many as 67 per cent of In-
dian respondents trust busi-
nesses to protect their data,
well above the global average
of 50 per cent. This trust ex-
tends to key sectors -- banks
(79 per cent), tech firms (73
per cent), government agen-
cies (70 per cent), and online
retailers (69 per cent).
However, digital vigilance
is rising too, with 81 per cent
of Indians expressing con-
cern about identity fraud --
significantly higher than the
global average of 63 per cent.
The report, based on a

global survey of 6,750 con-
sumers (including 750 from
India), also found that In-
dians are more open to en-
gaging with enterprise Al
agents. While 65 per cent ap-
preciate the speed and 24/7
support of Al, as many as 76
per cent still prefer human
interaction. Interestingly, 64
per cent of Indians are will-
ing to share health data with
Al agents, compared to 32
per cent globally, and 49 per
cent are comfortable shar-
ing financial data, compared
to 27 per cent globally.

“Al is no longer a future
concept -- it is embedded
in the way we live, work,
and connect,” said Shakeel
Khan, Regional Vice Presi-
dent and Country Manager,
Okta India. Ben Goodman,
SVP &amp; GM, Asia Pacific
&amp; Japan at Okta, added,
“In Asia Pacific, trust has be-
come the true currency of
digital engagement. From
logins to Al agents, consum-
ers want experiences that
are seamless, secure, and re-
spectful of their data.”

Indian pharma exports
$4.9 hillion in April-May:

New Delhi, June 4 (GNS)

Pharmaceutical exports in
India stood strong at $4.9
billion in April-May FY26,
according to the latest up-
date by the Pharmaceuticals
Export Promotion Council of
India (Pharmexcil). Pharm-
excil is an authorised export
promotion agency under
the Commerce and Industry
Ministry. The data showed
that the sector has made
a 7.38 per cent expansion
compared with the same pe-
riod last year. This indicates
that the industry is continu-
ing with its upward trajecto-
ry and marking a significant
presence globally.

This growth is due to
"strategic initiatives focused
on sustainable manufactur-
ing, expanded global market
presence, and digital inno-
vation,” Pharmexcil said,
adding that the efforts may
bolster India's ambitious
goal of achieving a trillion-
dollar trade target for its
pharma industry. "India's
pharmaceutical exports
continue to demonstrate

a steady year-over-year
growth, with drug formula-
tions and biologicals con-
tinuing to dominate the ex-
port category," Namit Joshi,
chairman of Pharmexcil,
was quoted as saying in a
media report. "We attribute
this growth to rising global
demand, streamlined regu-
latory approvals, technolog-
ical innovations, strategic
partnerships, and economic
stability,” Joshi added.
Notably, formulations
and biologicals accounted
for 75.74 per cent of the total
of the pharma exports. Bulk
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drugs and drug intermedi-
ates also expanded by 4.40
per cent in May.

Vaccine exports saw a
13.64 per cent increase and
reached $190.13 million,
while surgical items (up 8.58
per cent) and Ayush and
herbal products (up 7.36
per cent) also saw healthy
growth. According to Phar-
mexcil, about 76 per cent
of India's pharmaceutical
export destinations include
the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
region, as well as Europe, Af-
rica, and Latin America.

India's M&A activity hits $61.3 bn
in H1 2025, highest since 2022

New Delhi, June 4 (GNS)
India's mergers and ac-
quisitions (M&A) activity
remained strong in the first
half of 2025, with total deal
value touching $61.3 bil-
lion, a new report said on
Wednesday. This marks
a 50 per cent jump com-
pared to the same period
the previous year and is the
highest first-half total since
2022, according to the lat-
est India Investment Bank-
ing Review by LSEG. The
report also showed that
the number of M&amp;A
transactions rose by 9 per
cent, signalling continued
market momentum.

This growth was driven
by domestic consolida-
tion, energy transition ef-
forts, and strategic portfo-
lio realignments. Financial
sponsors played a key role,
particularly in sectors like
insurance, technology,
and healthcare. Elaine Tan,
Senior Manager at LSEG
Deals Intelligence, said
India's M&amp;A growth
is being powered by a mix
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of factors, including the
country's push for renew-
ables and structural chang-
es in key sectors.

"Energy &amp; Power
led the way with $20.5 bil-
lion in deals -- a more than
16-fold jump from Ilast
year," she said. Investment
banking fees from Indian
operations reached $653.8
million in the first half of
2025, up 21 per cent from a
year ago. Fees from equity
capital market (ECM) un-
derwriting stood at $272.7
million, while debt capital

market (DCM) underwrit-
ing earned $131.7 million.

Syndicated lending fees
surged 66 per cent to $90.1
million, and M&amp;A
advisory fees increased 56
per cent to $159.3 million.
Domestic M&amp;A was
particularly strong, rising
138 per cent year-on-year
(YoY) to $44.8 billion -- the
highest since 2022. Mean-
while, inbound M&amp;A
fell to a nine-year low at
$10.1 billion, while out-
bound M&amp;A grew 74
per cent to $5.8 billion.

Coal production from India's
commercial mines jumps
16.4 pc in April-June quarter

New Delhi,June 4 (GNS)
Coal production from the
country's captive and com-
mercial mines shot up by a
robust 16.4 per cent to 46.01
million tonnes during the
first quarter (April-June) of
the financial year 2025-26
from 39.53 million tonnes
in the same quarter of the
previous year, according to
official figures released on
Wednesday.

The dispatches of coal
from these mines rose by
13 per cent to 51.63 million
tonnes in the April-June
quarter of the current finan-
cial year compared to 45.68
million tonnes in the same
period of the previous year.

The quarterly increase in
production and dispatches
of coal for the third year in
a row reflects improved effi-
ciency and better utilisation
of mining capacity.

During June, coal produc-
tion has been recorded at
15.57 million tonnes, and
dispatches at 17.31 million
tonnes. In other develop-

ments during June, which
are expected to boost the
production of coal further,
mine opening permission
was granted for Utkal A Mine,
having a peak rated capacity
of 25 million tonnes. Vesting
orders were also issued for
three coal blocks, raising the
total number of coal blocks
allocated by the Ministry of
Coal to more than 200, the
statement said.

The increase in coal pro-
duction ensures a reliable
supply of coal to key indus-
tries such as power genera-

tion, steel manufacturing,
and cement production,
thereby reinforcing the

backbone of India's indus-
trial infrastructure, the state-
ment added.

Meanwhile, the Nomi-
nated Authority of the Coal
Ministry, last month, opened
the bids for the 12th round
of commercial coal blocks'
auction, in which as many as
41 bids have been received
online as well as in physical
form for 11 coal blocks.

Retail vehicle sales in India
surpass wholesales in June,
driven by discounts, EV push

New Delhi, June 4 (GNS) Re-
tail registrations in the Indi-
an automobile market out-
paced wholesale dispatches
across key segments in June
2025, a new report said.
While two-wheeler (2W)
retail demand continued at
a slow pace, commercial ve-
hicles (CVs) and passenger
vehicles (PVs) saw a jump in
retail sales -- mainly driven
by deep discounts, accord-
ing to HSBC Global Re-
search.

The report also high-
lighted strong tractor sales,
supported by early and
widespread monsoons, and
noted a rising adoption of
electric vehicles, especially
battery electric four-wheel-
ers (e4Ws). In PVs, despite
muted demand, retail sales
were better than wholesales,
thanks to high discounts.
However, overall wholesale
volumes remained low as
manufacturers  preferred
inventory rationalisation.
Maruti Suzuki reported a 6

per cent year-on-year (YoY)
decline in total volumes,
even as exports rose 22 per
cent. Mahindra &amp; Ma-
hindra (M&amp;M), how-
ever, bucked the trend with
an 18 per cent rise in SUV
wholesales, clocking 47,300
units. The report further
noted that the upcoming
festive season may provide
a boost to PV demand, but
discounts are expected to
remain elevated until then.

In the 2W segment, the
impact of the new ABS rule
for entry-level bikes is likely
to prompt some advance
stocking by manufacturers
toward the end of 2025, ac-
cording to the report.

TVS emerged as the top
performer with a 20 per cent
jump in overall 2W volumes,
including a 10 per cent rise
in domestic sales and a 54
per cent spike in exports.

Bajaj Auto saw its domes-
tic volumes dip by around
16 per cent, but its exports
grew by about 18 per cent.

Mumbai,
India’s

said on Wednesday.

rodha Fund House.

mutual fund industry.
In comparison,

The total AUM of ETFs in
India grew nearly 5.5 times
between March 2020 and
March 2025, according to a
new report released by Ze-

By the end of this peri-
od, ETFs accounted for Rs
8.38 lakh crore, making up
around 13 per cent of the
overall Rs 65.74 lakh crore

ETFs
held only a 7 per cent share
in 2020. This shows the
growing popularity of ETFs
as an investment option in
the country. The number of
retail folios in ETF schemes
also saw massive growth
-- from just over 23 lakh in

March 2020 to about 2.63
crore in March 2025. Re-
tail investors now make up
more than 97 per cent of
all ETF folios -- reflecting a
sharp rise in awareness and
trust in ETFs among com-
mon investors. “This study
highlights the new era for
Indian ETFs, marked by
surging retail participation
and expanding product di-
versity reflected in higher
resultant volumes,” Vishal
Jain, CEO, Zerodha Fund
House said.

The retail AUM itself has
more than tripled in this

India’s ETF AUM grows over 5 times in 5
years, retail investor folios jump 11-fold

June 4 (GNS)
Exchange-Traded
Funds (ETFs) have seen
tremendous growth over
the last five years, with to-
tal Assets Under Manage-
ment (AUM) rising more
than five times and retail
investor folios increasing
eleven-fold, a new report

five-year period, growing
from Rs 5,335 crore to over
Rs 17,800 crore. The total
number of ETF offerings
has also increased nearly
threefold during this time.
New products, includ-
ing commodity ETFs like
silver-backed funds intro-
duced in 2022, have ex-
panded the choices avail-
able to investors. Equity
ETFs continue to domi-
nate, with nearly 80 per
cent of the total ETF AUM
consistently coming from
equity-linked instruments
since 2020.

then.

The ministry made
it clear that its order dated
June 13 is merely to clarify
that in the case of interme-
diate material for manu-
facturing of final products

under BIS Standards, steel
products will also have to
follow BIS Standards pre-
scribed for such intermedi-
ate products.

The Ministry made it
clear that no new Quality
Control Orders have been
issued, and the order on
June 13 was necessary to
bring parity between im-
porters and domestic pro-
ducers of steel. Presently,
the import of finished steel
products is not at par with
Indian manufacturers of

Govt issues clarification on Quality
Control Order for steel products

New Delhi, June 4 (GNS)
The Ministry of Steel clari-
fied on Wednesday that it
has issued Quality Control
Orders for the enforcement
of 151 BIS Standards. The
last Quality Control Order
was issued in August 2024,
and no new Quality Control
Order has been issued since

finished steel products, as
Indian steel products man-
ufacturers have to use only
BIS Standard-compliant in-
termediate material, while
no such requirement was
felt by importers for the im-
port of steel products. It will
be wrong to put domestic
steel products manufactur-
ers at a comparative disad-
vantage vis-a-vis imported
products in terms of non-
BIS-compliant intermedi-
ate input products.

The order will also help
to ensure compliance with
BIS Standards for interme-
diate products is required
to ensure that the finished
product is as per the qual-

ity requirement given by
BIS Standards. If this is not
done, a final product may
be sub-standard. For exam-
ple, a large quantity of coat-
ed steel is imported into
India. Coated steel uses HR/
CR Coil as base material,
which is the main product
in this case. If HR/CR Coil
is not BIS compliant, coated
steel cannot be BIS compli-
ant, even if the coating pro-
cess is itself BIS compliant,
according to the statement.

Besides, the order is also
aimed at checking the pos-
sibility of the import of sub-
standard steel. Because of
excess capacity and declin-
ing consumption.




Hyderabad, June 4 (GNS)
Telangana Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy on Thursday
said the Makthal-Narayan-
pet-Kodangal Lift ITrrigation
Scheme (MNKLIS) would
provide irrigation facilities
to one lakh acres in drought-
prone areas of Narayanpet
and Vikarabad districts.

The Chief Minister ar-
rived directly from Benga-
luru to Makthal in erstwhile
Mahabubnagar district to
review the progress of the ir-
rigation project works being
taken up across the Bhima
and Krishna rivers.

He was accorded a grand
welcome by District Collec-
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tor Ch. Priyanka along with
Irrigation Ministers Uttam
Kumar Reddy, Damodara
Raja Narasimha, Jupally
Krishna Rao and Vakiti Sri-
hari. Revanth Reddy inspect-
ed the ongoing Package-1
works of the project near Ka-
trevupalli village in Makthal
Mandal and reviewed the
progress of the pump house
construction works. He di-
rected officials to immedi-
ately commence concrete
works and ensure speedy
completion of the project.
Irrigation officials briefed
the Chief Minister through
project maps and a photo
exhibition on the progress

of the Makthal-Narayanpet-
Kodangal Lift Irrigation
Scheme and the proposed
barrage works across the
Bhima and Krishna rivers.
According to officials, the
project is designed to pro-
vide irrigation to 1,00,000
acres in Makthal, Narayan-
pet and Kodangal constitu-
encies besides supplying
drinking water to en-route
villages. The scheme pro-
poses to utilise 7.10 TMC of
Krishna river water through
the Priyadarshini Jurala Proj-
ect with a three-stage lift-
ing system from the Budpur
Reservoir under the Rajiv
Bhima Lift Irrigation Scheme
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Stage-I. The government
had accorded administrative
sanction for the project at an
estimated cost of Rs 2,945.50
crore in February 2024. Sub-
sequently, a revised Phase-I
proposal costing Rs 4,725
crore, including land ac-
quisition expenses, was ap-
proved by the State Cabinet
in February this year.
Officials said agreements
for the two major packages
were concluded in Novem-
ber 2024 with a completion
target of 24 months. Pack-
age-1 works were awarded to
M/s Raghava Construction—
Jyoti Ltd (JV), while Pack-
age-2 works were entrusted
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to M/s Megha Engineering
and Infrastructures Ltd. So
far, geological investigations
have been completed and
excavation works at all three
pump house locations com-
menced in February 2026.
An expenditure of Rs 227.046
crore has already been in-
curred on the project.

Karnataka Irrigation Min-
ister Bose Raju, Irrigation
Secretary Sridhar, Chief
Engineer A. Satyanarayana
Reddy, Superintending
Engineer H.T. Sridhar and
other senior officials partic-
ipated in the review meet-
ing, according to an official
statement.

DGP calls for strengthening police training institutions

Hyderabad, June 4 (GNS)
Telangana Director General
of Police (DGP) C V Anand
on Thursday stressed the
need for strengthening po-
lice training institutions and
directed officials to focus on
emerging challenges such
as NDPS enforcement, cy-
bercrime investigation, road
safety and implementation
of the Motor Vehicles Act.
During his visit to the
Raja Bahadur Venkata Rama
Reddy Telangana Police
Academy (RBVRR TGPA) af-
ter assuming charge as DGP,
Anand said professional
training plays a crucial role
in effective policing and as-
sured full support from the
Chief Office for conducting

training programmes and
mandatory courses for po-
lice personnel.

Addressing officers and
staff after reviewing the

Academy’s  infrastructure
and training programmes,
the DGP described RBVRR
TGPA as one of the finest
police training institutions
in the country and empha-

sized teamwork, coordina-
tion and institutional spirit
for achieving excellence in
police training.

He also announced that
the Telangana Police Officers’
Retreat would be institution-
alised annually during the
last week of November or the
first week of December. In
addition, he said the Telan-

gana Conference for Women
in Police should be organ-
ised every year to strengthen
inclusivity and support sys-
tems for women person-
nel. During the visit, Anand
inspected various facilities
at the Academy, including
classrooms, the firing range,
parade grounds, hospital
and training infrastructure.

Academy Director Abhila-
sha Bisht briefed the DGP
on induction and in-service
training programmes, infra-
structure, welfare activities
and challenges faced by the
institution. Senior officers
and staff of the Academy
were present during the
visit, according to a release
from the DGP’s office.

Telangana Govt begins process to identify and
honour statehood movement activists

Hyderabad, June 4 (GNS)
Telangana Government Ad-
visor and Chairman of the
Committee for the Recogni-
tion of Telangana Movement
Activists K Keshavarao on
Thursday said the state gov-
ernment has initiated the
process of identifying and
recognising activists who
participated in the Telanga-
na statehood movement.
Addressing the media at
the Secretariat, Keshavarao
said the government had
convened an all-party meet-
ing as part of the exercise
and had already held discus-
sions with political parties
associated with the Telanga-
na movement. He said sug-
gestions and recommenda-

tions had been received from
various parties regarding the
recognition process and the
expectations of movement
activists. Discussions would
also be held with student
unions, advocates, doctors,
employees and other sec-
tions associated with the
movement.

“The first step in this pro-
cess is the identification of
movement activists. We will
take measures to identify
first-generation activists and
divide the verification work
among different teams,” he
said. Keshavarao stated that
representatives of all po-
litical parties who attended
the meeting appreciated the
initiative taken by the gov-
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ernment and Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy. He added
that the committee was also
considering fixing a time-
frame for submission of its

report. Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar said the “Praja
Palana” government had

constituted the committee
with the objective of ensur-

ing justice and recognition
to Telangana movement ac-
tivists. He said representa-
tives from all political parties
were invited to participate
in the consultations. The
minster said the government
would also hold discussions
with employees, students,
journalists, advocates and
civil society organisations.
He assured that the govern-
ment would recognise and
honour not only political ac-
tivists, but also poets, artists
and others who contributed
towards the achievement of
Telangana statehood.
Ponnam Prabhakar further
announced that an office re-
lated to the initiative would
be inaugurated at Amara-

veerula Dweepam (Martyrs’
Island). Applications from
activists would be accepted
both online and offline, he
said. MLC Kodandaram said
there were several Joint Ac-
tion Committees (JACs)
representing Telangana
movement activists and uni-
versity groups, and meetings
would be organised with all
of them. He said many ac-
tivists who sacrificed their
youth and careers for the
movement were now seek-
ing recognition and justice.

MLC Addanki Dayakar
said consultations would
also be held with civil society
groups, student unions and
representatives from all sec-
tions of society.

BRS, Congress betrayed aspirations of Telangana
people: BJP chief Ramchander Rao

Hyderabad, June 4 (GNS)
Telangana BJP president N
Ramchander Rao on Thurs-
day alleged that both the BRS
and Congress governments
had deceived the people of
Telangana by failing to fulfil
the aspirations behind the
statehood movement, par-
ticularly in the areas of wa-
ter, funds and employment.
Addressing the “Meet the
Press” programme organised
by the Press Club of Hyder-
abad, Ramchander Rao said
the Telangana movement

was not the achievement
of any single political party
but a collective struggle led
by Joint Action Committees
(JACs), students, lawyers,
employees and the general
public. He said the BJP had
supported the formation
of Telangana based on its
long-standing belief that
smaller states ensure better
governance. He also stated
that the sacrifices of more
than 1,200 students and
youth during the Telangana
movement could never be

I

forgotten. Accusing both the
previous BRS government
and the present Congress
government of failing the
youth, the BJP leader said

promises relating to jobs and
employment opportunities
remained unfulfilled even
after a decade of statehood.
He alleged that both govern-
ments had failed to imple-
ment a proper job calendar
and had disappointed un-
employed youth.
Ramchander Rao also ex-
pressed concern over the
state’s financial condition,
claiming that the Congress
government had accumulat-
ed pending dues of nearly Rs
20,000 crore to contractors,

while student fee reimburse-
ment arrears had crossed Rs
10,000 crore.

On irrigation and water-
sharing issues, he alleged
that successive governments
had failed to protect Telan-
gana’s rightful share of Krish-
na river waters and lacked a
transparent long-term policy
on water resource manage-
ment. He further claimed
that mega irrigation projects
constructed at huge costs
had failed to deliver the ex-
pected benefits to farmers.
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Governor urges PSUs to support
Salar Jung museum modernisation
ahead Of Platmum Jubllee

Hyderabad, June 4 (GNS)
Telangana Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla on Thursday
called upon Central and
State Public Sector Under-
takings (PSUs) to extend
support for the moderni-
sation and expansion of
the Salar Jung Museum as
it prepares to celebrate its
Platinum Jubilee year.
Chairing a meeting with
representatives of vari-
ous PSUs at Lok Bhavan,
the Governor, who is also
Chairman of the Salar
Jung Museum, reviewed
preparations for the week-
long Platinum Jubilee cel-
ebrations scheduled from
June 14 to 21. Addressing
the meeting, the Gover-
nor said the celebrations
marking the birth anni-
versary of Nawab Mir You-
suf Ali Khan, Salar Jung
111, would feature special
exhibitions, cultural pro-
grammes, educational ini-
tiatives, publications and
public outreach activities.

Shiv Pratap Shukla said
the Museum was preparing
a comprehensive five-year
development plan aimed
at transforming it into a
modern institution of in-
ternational standards. He
expressed confidence that
the Central Government
would support the initia-
tive and appealed to PSUs
to contribute through Cor-
porate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) programmes.

Special Chief Secretary
to the Governor M. Dana
Kishore said the State Gov-
ernment was taking up de-
velopment and beautifica-
tion works along the Musi
riverfront and planning
to develop the Telangana
High Court, Salar Jung Mu-
seum and Osmania Gen-
eral Hospital precincts as a
heritage corridor.

Officials of the Salar Jung
Museum gave a presenta-
tion outlining future devel-
opment plans, including
works estimated between

Rs 25 crore and Rs 35 crore
for upgrading galleries,
storage facilities and con-
servation  infrastructure
over the next five years.

The proposed initia-
tives include gallery en-
hancement, expansion of
educational programmes,
modernisation of conser-
vation laboratories,
provement of visitor ser-
vices and augmentation of
public amenities.

Museum authorities
also proposed establish-
ing a dedicated Telangana
Heritage Wing at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 85 crore
to showcase the state’s his-
torical and cultural legacy.

Representatives of vari-
ous PSUs, including BDL,
NMDC, HUDCO, NTPC,
Power Grid, HAL, GAIL,
I0C, BPCL and HPCL, at-
tended the meeting and
assured support for the
Museum’s  development
initiatives, according to a
Lok Bhavan communique.

im-

Never backed politics to destabilise TG: Pawan Kalyan

Hyderabad, June 4 (GNS)
Pradesh Deputy Chief Min-
ister Pawan Kalyan said on
Thursday that he never sup-
ported politics that seeks to
destabilise Telangana. He
claimed that his stand on
Telangana and its people's
interests has always been
consistent. The Jana Sena
leader posted on X that, fol-
lowing the bifurcation of

Andhra, while certain law-
and-order concerns were
raised, he clearly opposed
the implementation of Sec-
tion 8, as he believed it would
undermine the self-respect
and right to self-governance
of the people of Telangana.
He said he had always
maintained that respecting
the aspirations and rights of
the people of Telangana was

as important as addressing
the security concerns of the
people of Andhra Pradesh.
Instead of invoking provi-
sions such as Section 8, he
believed that special coordi-
nation mechanisms, parlia-
mentary oversight, and mea-
sures to build mutual trust
between the two states would
provide a more constructive
and lasting solution.
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