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Armed forces must be prepared for
longer conflicts: Rajnath Singh

Mhow (MP), June 2 (GNS):
India’s armed forces must
be prepared for all kinds of
security challenges includ-
ing short-duration conflicts
to even a five-year war in
view of an unpredictable
geopolitical environment,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Wednesday.

In an address at the ‘Ran
Samvad’ at the Army War
College here, Singh said In-
dia does not want anyone’s
land, but it is ready to go to
any extent to protect its ter-
ritorial integrity. “In today’s
era, wars have become so
sudden and unpredictable
that it is very difficult to
predict when any war will
end and how long it will

last,” Singh said. The In-
dian military must be pre-
pared for every situation,
he said. “That is, if any war
stretches for two months,

four months, a year, two
years, even five years, then
we should be fully prepared
for it,” he said.

Singh said national secu-

rity is no longer a matter of
the military, but has become
an issue of a “whole-of-na-
tion approach”.

“We do not want anyone’s
land, but we are ready to go
to any extent to protect our
land,” the minister said in
the presence of India’s top
military brass, including
Chief of Defence Staff Gen
Anil Chauhan, Air Chief
Marshal A P Singh and
Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh
K Tripathi. He lauded the
three services on Opera-
tion Sindoor and said it has
emerged as a great example
of the success of India’s in-
digenous platforms, equip-
ment and weapon systems.

“Its achievements have

once again underlined
that in the times to come,
self-reliance is an absolute
necessity. We have indeed
made significant progress
on the path of self-reliance,
but there is still a long way
ahead,” he said.

Singh said the success of
Operation Sindoor is a “per-
fect example” of bravery and
swiftness with which the
armed forces acted against
the terrorists in Pakistan.

It was something those
terrorists could never have
even imagined, he said.

“If we speak of Opera-
tion Sindoor, it was indeed
a striking demonstration of
technology-driven warfare,”
Singh said.

US Tariiis Result Of Modi Govt’s Superficial Foreign
Policy, Will Lead To Huge Job Losses: Kharge

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS):
Taking a swipe at the Modi
government after the ad-
ditional tariffs imposed by
the US on India came into
effect on Wednesday, Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge termed them a result
of its “superficial” foreign
policy that would result in
“huge job losses”. US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has im-
posed an additional 25 per
cent tariff on Indian goods
effective.

“Narendra Modi ji, your
dear friend ‘Abki Baar,
Trump Sarkar’ has imposed
50 per cent Tariffs on In-
dia starting today. We will
lose an estimated Rs 2.17

lakh crore as the first jolt
to this Tariff, across 10 sec-
tors alone,” Kharge said in a
post on X. Noting that “our
farmers, especially cotton
farmers, have been badly
hit”, Kharge said, “You had
said you are ready to pay
any ‘personal price’ to pro-

tect them, but you have
done absolutely nothing to
soften the blow and protect
their livelihoods.” The Con-
gress chief said the Global
Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI) suggests that almost
1 per cent of Indias GDP
could be impacted and that

ISLAMIA GOLLEGE OF lll\l\l

Afflllated to Osmanla University

Approved by Bar councll of indla

(New.De .l))

L'.

China would benefit from
it. “Several export-oriented
important sectors, includ-
ing MSMEs, will experience
massive job losses. A snap-
shot — which is just a tip
of the iceberg — reveals the
Indian textile export sector
is facing potential job losses
of about 500,000, including
both direct and indirect em-
ployment. “In the gems and
jewellery sector, 150,000 to
200,000 jobs could be at risk
if the tariffs continue,” the
Leader of Opposition in Ra-
jya Sabha said.

Kharge also claimed that
close to 1,00,000 workers
involved in diamond cut-
ting and polishing across

the Saurashtra region have
already lost their jobs since
April, when the 10 per cent
base US tariff was put in
place.

The livelihoods of half-
a-million shrimp farmers
directly and another 2.5 mil-
lion indirectly are at grave
risk, the Congress leader
claimed. “Indian national
interest is supreme. A ro-
bust foreign policy needs
substance and deft but your
superficial foreign policy en-
gagements smiles, hugs and
selfies have hurt our inter-
ests. You failed in securing a
trade deal. Now you are fail-
ing to protect our country,”
Kharge alleged in his post.
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Freedom of speech and
privilege of members of
legislative bodies should
not be construed as the
freedom to lower the dig-
nity of the House, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla
said. Delivering the valedic-
tory speech at the All India
Speakers Conference host-
ed by the Delhi Assembly,
Birla voiced concern over
the “gradual decline” in up-
holding the dignity of legis-
lative bodies and asked all
stakeholders, including the
members of the Houses and
political parties, to reflect
on the matter.

He also emphasised
that the presiding officers
of the legislative Houses
need to be seen as “un-
disputed,  independent
and doing justice” while
chairing sessions. “Our
Constitution makers guar-
anteed the privilege of say-
ing anything in the House,
even speaking against the
government. However, the
intention behind this free-
dom has seen a decline.

Freedom of speech does not
mean freedom £o lower
dignity of House: LS Speaker

NEW DELH]I, June 2 (GNS):

This is a matter of concern
for all of us,” he said. The
speaker also stressed how
imperative it was to en-
sure the Houses are con-
ducted with the objective
of meaningful debate and
consideration of public
interest issues. He urged
members of Parliament
to rise above partisan in-
terests and focus on the
expectations of the people
who elect them. The free-
dom of speech in the leg-
islative institutions should
be tempered with proper
conduct, he stated. “Mem-
bers need to raise issues
that concern the people.
The Houses must become
the voice of the people and
reflect their suggestions
and opinions meaningful-
ly” he said. Birla empha-
sised the significance of
maintaining decorum and
respectful language in the
House and outside it.

“Disagreement is the
strength of democracy. But
members must maintain a
code of conduct inside and
outside the House.

Terror masterminds sent clear
message of consecuences of playing
with indian citizens’ lives: Amit Shah

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS):
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Wednesday said
that Operation Sindoor
and Operation Mahadev
have sent a clear message
to the masterminds of ter-
ror about the consequenc-
es of playing with Indian
citizens’ lives. Shah also
said that while Operation
Sindoor brought satisfac-
tion among the people,
Operation Mahadev trans-
formed that satisfaction
into confidence. Shah
said this while honouring
the Indian Army, J-K Po-
lice and CRPF personnel,
who successfully carried
out Operation Mahadev
and neutralised terrorists
involved in the Pahalgam
attack.

The armed forces car-
ried out Operation Sindoor
in May, targeting terror
hideouts and military in-
stallations in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir in response to the April
22 Pahalgam attack that
claimed 26 lives. Through
Operation Mahadev, the
security forces in July
eliminated the terrorists
involved in the Pahalgam
carnage.

“Operation Sindoor and
Operation Mahadev have
sent a clear message to
the masterminds of terror

about the consequences
of playing with the lives of
Indian citizens,” Shah said.

The security forces have
shown the world that no
matter how many tactics
or strategies terrorists may
adopt, they can no longer
hurt India and escape, the
home minister said.

At a time when tourism
was at its peak in Kashmir,
the Pahalgam attack was a
failed attempt to derail the
‘Kashmir Mission, he said.

Shah also said that
alongside the Army and
paramilitary forces, the
Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice now plays a leading
role in the fight against ter-
rorism.

“Whether from the rul-
ing party or the opposition,
everyone felt joy and en-
thusiasm about operations

Sindoor and Mahadev, and
expressed gratitude to-
wards the security forces,”
the home minister said.

This very trust in nation-
al security is the founda-
tion for India’s aspiration
to achieve the highest po-
sition in the world in every
field, he added.

The forensic lab of the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has proved
that the terrorists killed
during Operation Ma-
hadev were the same who
carried out the massacre in
Pahalgam, Shah said.

“On behalf of Prime
Minister (Narendra) Modi
and the entire nation, I
congratulate the security
forces for strengthening
the sense of security in the
hearts of Indian citizens,”
the home minister said.

IAF Chief cautions against rolling
out theaterlsatlon plan in hurry

MHOW (MP), June 2 (GNS):
Air Chief Marshal A P Singh
on Tuesday cautioned
against the implementation
of the theaterisation plan
in a hurry and proposed
the setting up of a joint
planning and coordination
centre in Delhi comprising
top military brass to en-
sure tri-services synergy. In
a fireside chat at the Army
War College, the Chief of Air
Staff, referring to proposed
theatre commands, said
creating a new structure
while disrupting everything
is not a very good idea at
this point of time.

The hugely significant
remarks by the Air Chief
Marshal came three-and-
a-half months after India
carried out Operation Sin-
door that reflected various
elements of synergy among
the three services.

In his remarks, Singh said
the operation once again
established the “primacy”
of air power even as he
highlighted the tri-services
coordination during the
May 7 to 10 conflict with
Pakistan. The Chief of Air
Staff said that Chief of De-
fence Staff Gen Anil Chau-
han played a “very big role”
during Operation Sindoor.
He highlighted how Gen
Chauhan and the three ser-

vice chiefs worked closely
in planning and executing
the operation. “I person-
ally feel that having a joint
planning and coordination
centre in Delhi is what is re-
quired,” he said, suggesting
that it should be kept under
the Chiefs of Staff Commit-
tee directions that can be is-
sued jointly.

With Gen Rawat listen-
ing, Air Chief Marshal
Singh said that “centrally
planned” decisions can be
executed under a de-cen-
tralised framework. “That
will work out the best.” The
IAF chief was replying to a
question on the proposed
theatre commands. “But
yes, we can start with this
first, implement it and see
how it pans out."

If we need any more
structure, we can think
about it. But disrupting ev-

erything and making one
structure now at this time,
I do not think it is a very
good idea,” he said.

The Chief of Air Staff also
said that India should not
be inspired by any other
country, like the US, in roll-
ing out theatre commands.

“Everybody has their
own requirements. We
need to think about what
we need there, and then
only we should go about
it. Otherwise, we will go
wrong,” Singh said.

“We should not just
come under any pressure
and say we have to imple-
ment it now. Somehow, we
have to do it. It should not
be done this way. I think we
can stand our ground and
discuss things,” he said.

The Air Chief Marshal
said there is a need to pre-
pare for tomorrow’s war.
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SBI raises Rs 25,000 crore, CET1
0 11.50 pc post QlP

capital rises t

Mumbai, June 2 (GNS) The
State Bank of India on Mon-
day announce the success-
ful completion of the quali-
fied institutional placement
(QIP) of its equity shares,
raising Rs 25,000 crore.

The equity shares were
priced at premium to floor
price of Rs 811.05 per share.

The capital will augment
SBI's CET-1 buffer that will
improve to 11.50 per cent
from 10.81 per cent as on
March 31, 2025, support cal-
ibrated credit growth across
retail, MSME and corporate
segments, the bank said in
a statement. The book re-
ceived robust demand and
was  oversubscribed 4.5
times, reflecting strong in-
vestor confidence in SBI's
strategy and the outlook for
India’s banking sector.

Foreign investors ac-
counted for 64.3 per cent of
total demand. Marquee long
term investors received 88
per cent of the final alloca-
tion, including 24 per cent
of the issue size placed with

foreign long-term investors.

“This landmark equity
raise is a vote of confidence
in SBI’s solid fundamentals,
prudent risk management
and digital-first growth
agenda. We are grateful to
both domestic and inter-
national investors for their
overwhelming support,
which also speaks volumes
about the current strength
and future potential of the
Indian economy,” said C.S.
Setty, Chairman, SBI.

Earlier in May this year,
SBI's board gave the go-
ahead for raising equity cap-
ital of up to Rs 25,000 crore
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during FY26. The objective
was to boost SBI's Common
Equity Tier 1 (CET1) capital
ratio — which will bolster
the bank’s financial health.

SBI gave a dividend
cheque of Rs 8,076.84 crore
to the government for the
financial year 2024-25. The
public sector bank’s net prof-
it for the financial year 2024-
25 shot up to Rs 70,901 crore.

The bank is celebrating
its 70th year of operations
with a balance sheet that has
soared to Rs 66 lakh crore
and the number of its cus-
tomers surging past a stag-
gering 52 crore.

Underground mining at
Gondkhari: A sustainable
boost to environment and

local economy

Ahmedabad,June 2 (GNS)
The development of Gond-
khari Underground Coal
Block near Nagpur will wit-
ness least disturbance to
the villages and forests on
the surface. The Ministry
of Coal that awarded the
block to Adani Power Lim-
ited through competitive
bidding will produce two
million tonnes of coal an-
nually using underground
technology.  The block
awarded to Adani Power
Limited through competi-
tive bidding forms part of
the Coal Ministry’s strat-
egy to produce two million
tonnes of coal annually in
the country, using under-
ground technology.

The project will set a
precedent for environmen-
tally conscious resource
extraction. Unlike tradi-
tional open-cast mining,
the Gondkhari project will
ensure minimal surface
disruption. Of the total

862.00 hectares, including
87.351 hectares of revenue
forest land, will remain un-
disturbed as no infrastruc-
ture development or min-
ing operations will occur
on forest land. As a result,
the underground mining
project will prevent tree
felling and forest degrada-
tion, which are the major
concerns of the stakehold-
ers today. The company
will develop mine entries
and infrastructure on pri-
vately acquired land, en-
suring that forest patches
remain intact.

This underground ap-
proach not only safeguards
biodiversity but also aligns
with the principles of eco-
logical conservation. The
Forest Diversion Proposal
underscores the project's
commitment to regulatory
compliance, especially
with the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change.

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS)
Driven by easing inventory
challenges and renewed
vendor activity, India’s
smartphone market re-
bounded in the April-June
period, growing 7 per cent
year to reach 39 million
units, according to a new
report. The growth was
primarily fuelled by fresh
launches concentrated in
the second quarter, follow-
ing a cautious Q1 where
vendors held back due to
elevated inventory levels,
according to Canalys (now
part of Omdia).

"Heightened competition
beyond the top five is re-
shaping India’s smartphone
landscape, as premium
incumbents and design-
led challengers refine their
playbooks,” said Sanyam
Chaurasia, Principal Ana-
lyst. Apple ranked sixth in
Q2 2025, with the iPhone 16
family accounting for over
55 per cent of its shipments,
while the iPhone 15 and 13

continued to drive demand
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India’s smartphone market grows 7 pc
to reach 39 mn units in April-June

i

across price tiers. Accord-
ing to the report, Vivo (ex-
cluding iQOO) led the mar-
ket with 8.1 million units
shipped and a 21 per cent
market share. Samsung fol-
lowed in second place with
6.2 million units and a 16
per cent market share.
OPPO (excluding OneP-
lus) climbed to third with 5
million units, edging past
Xiaomi, which also shipped
5 million. realme completed
the top five with 3.6 million
units. “With limited organic
demand, Indias smart-
phone market in H2 2025
will hinge more on chan-

nel execution than product
launches,” stated Chaurasia.
Brands are actively locking
inventory with distribu-
tors and retailers through
channel incentive programs
ahead of the upcoming fes-
tive season in India. These
include high-value rewards
ranging from foreign trips to
vehicle rewards —tied to per-
formance during Monsoon
sales, Durga Puja and Diwali
cycles, the report said. Retail
infrastructure upgrades are
gaining pace, with improved
booth setups, structured
shelf placements and strict-
er quarterly targets .

Government to ensure country’s interests are
protected as India, US negotiate trade deal

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS)
India and US are currently
negotiating a bilateral trade
agreement (BTA) which has
not been signed as yet, as
the government takes care
of all the sensitivities as-
sociated with the free trade
agreement (FTA) and en-
sures that India’s interests
are protected, the Parlia-
ment was informed.
Minister of State for Com-
merce and Industry, Jitin
Prasada, stated this in a writ-
ten reply to the Lok Sabha.
“Every FTA is unique and is
based on specific dynam-
ics of trade and is aimed
at maximising benefits for
both nations. India and US
are negotiating a Bilateral

Trade Agreement which has
not been signed as yet,” he
added. “The govt of India
takes care of all the sensi-
tivities associated with the
FTA and ensures that India’s
interests are protected. The
FTA comes into force af-
ter signing and ratification
by both the countries,” he
added. Intense discussions
are currently on to reach an
interim trade deal between
New Delhi and Washington
before the August 1 dead-
line. On the India-UK trade
deal, the minister informed
that Prime Ministers of In-
dia and UK have announced
the successful conclusion of
India-UK FTA negotiations
on May 6. 2025.

“The FTA with the UK is
a modern, comprehensive
and landmark agreement
which seeks to achieve deep
economic integration along
with trade liberalisation
and tariff concessions. The
FTA ensures comprehensive
market access for goods,
across all sectors, covering
all of India’s export inter-
ests,” said Prasada in his
reply. The FTA seeks to pro-
mote good regulatory prac-
tices and enhance transpar-
ency that are in sync with
India’s own focus on domes-
tic reforms to enhance the
ease of doing business.

Meanwhile, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piy-
ush Goyal will accompany

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to London for the sign-
ing of the free trade agree-
ment between India and the
UK this week.

At the invitation of UK
Prime Minister, Keir Starm-
er, PM Modi will undertake
an official visit to the United
Kingdom from July 23 to 24.
This marks his fourth visit
to the UK. The agreement
opens up massive export
opportunities for India’s la-
bour-intensive sectors such
as textiles, marine products,
leather, footwear, sports
goods and toys, gems and
jewellery, and other impor-
tant sectors such as engi-
neering goods, auto parts
and engines.

Mobile production surges by 146 pc to Rs 5.25 lakh
crore in 4 fiscals, exports up 775 pc: Piyush Goyal

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS)
The production of mobiles
in India in value terms has
increased by around 146 per
cent from Rs 2,13,773 crore
in FY 2020-21 to Rs 5,25,000
crore in FY 2024-25, the Par-
liament was informed.

During the same period,
exports of mobile phones in
value terms has increased by
around 775 per cent from Rs
22,870 crore in 2020-21 to Rs
2,00,000 crore in 2024-25.

The government’s PLI and
national industrial corridor
schemes have incentivized
domestic  manufacturing,
leading to increased pro-
duction, job creation and a
boost in exports, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal, said in a written reply
to a question in the Rajya
Sabha. PLI Scheme has en-
couraged major smartphone
companies to shift their pro-
duction to India. As a result,
India has become a major
mobile phone manufactur-
ing country.

Due to the PLI scheme,
there has also been a signifi-

cant reduction in imports of
raw materials in the pharma
sector. Unique intermediate
materials and bulk drugs are
being manufactured in India
including Penicillin-G, and
transfer of technology has
happened in manufacturing
of Medical Devices such as
(CT scan, MRI etc.).

The PLI Scheme for White
Goods is aimed at develop-
ing a robust component eco-
system for the Air Condition-
ers and LED Lights industry

in India, with the goal of
making the country an in-
tegral part of global supply
chains. Following its launch,
India has begun local pro-
duction of key components
such as compressors, copper
tubes, heat exchangers, mo-
tors, and control assemblies
for air conditioners, as well
as LED chip packaging, driv-
ers, engines, light manage-
ment systems, and metal-
lized films for capacitors in
the LED segment.

This shift is significantly
reducing import dependen-
cy and strengthening do-
mestic manufacturing capa-
bilities, the minister further
stated. The government has
also launched Make in India
2.0 initiative which pres-
ently focuses on 27 sectors
implemented across various
ministries/departments and
state governments.

He further stated that the
government has approved
12 new project proposals
under the National Indus-
trial Corridor Development
Programme (NICDP) with
total project cost of Rs 28,602
crore to facilitate manufac-
turing investments into the
country. Besides Atmanirb-
har Bharat packages provide
investment  opportunities
under National Infrastruc-
ture Pipeline and National
Monetization Pipeline, India
Industrial Land Bank, In-
dustrial Park Rating System,
soft launch of the National
Single Window System etc. to
promote manufacturing, the
minister added.

Blue Jet Healthcare's net profit falls
17 pc, shares hit 10 pc lower circuit

Mumbai, June 2 (GNS) Blue
Jet Healthcare Limited on
Tuesday reported a 17.18
per cent drop on sequential
basis in its net profit for the
April-June quarter (Q1) of
FY26, with earnings falling
to Rs 91.1 crore from Rs 110
crore in the previous quar-
ter.  Following the earn-
ings report, the company’s
shares hita 10 per cent lower
circuit on Tuesday, closing
at Rs 906.15 on the National
Stock Exchange (NSE). Total
expenses also jumped sig-
nificantly by 16.89 per cent
to Rs 240.1 crore, according
to its stock exchange filing.

However, the company’s
revenue from operations
rose to Rs 354.7 crore in
Q1, up from Rs 340.4 crore
in the previous quarter
-- marking a 4.2 per cent
growth. Total income also
increased by 2.95 per cent
to Rs 363 crore during the
quarter, the company said
in its regulatory filing.

Blue Jet’s EBITDA for the
quarter came in at Rs 121

crore, down 13.1 per cent
compared to the March
quarter. The EBITDA margin
narrowed by over 700 basis
points quarter-on-quarter,
although the company not-
ed an improvement in both
EBITDA and margin when
compared to the same pe-
riod previous year.

Over the past five days,
the stock has delivered a
negative return of Rs 66.75
or 6.86 per cent. However,
it has still gained Rs 49.9
or 5.83 per cent in the past
month and Rs 347.4 or 62.17

per cent over the last six
months. Since the begin-
ning of 2025, the stock has
risen by 57 per cent, as per
the official data. Comment-
ing on the quarterly results,
Shiven Arora, Managing Di-
rector of Blue Jet Healthcare,
attributed the performance
to the ramp-up in the Pl and
API product categories.

He also expressed con-
fidence in the company’s
growth strategy, backed by
capacity expansion, strong
R&amp;D, and a solid pipe-
line of high-value products.

NPAs of public sector banks declined
from 9.1 pc to 2.58 pc: Union Minister

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS)
Gross non-performing as-
sets (NPAs) of public sector
banks have been steadily
declining and have come
down from 9.11 per cent of
total loans in March 2021 to
2.58 per cent in March 2025,
Minister of State in the
Ministry of Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary informed Par-
liament. The total amount
locked up in the gross NPAs
of public sector banks has
declined from Rs 6,16,616
crore in March 2021 to Rs
2,83,650 crore in March
2025, the minister said in a
written reply to a question
in the Rajya Sabha.
Comprehensive mea-
sures have been taken by
the Government and the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
to recover and reduce NPAs.
These include a change
in credit culture that has
come into effect, with the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC) fundamentally
changing the creditor-bor-
rower relationship, taking

away control of the default-
ing company from promot-
ers/owners, and debarring
wilful defaulters from the
resolution process. To make
the process more stringent,
personal guarantors to cor-
porate debtors have also
been brought under the
ambit of IBC, the minister
said. The Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002
and the Recovery of Debt
and Bankruptcy Act have
been amended to make
them more effective in re-
covering bad loans.

Besides, pecuniary juris-
diction of Debt Recovery
Tribunals (DRTs) was in-
creased from Rs. 10 lakhs
to Rs. 20 lakhs to enable the
DRTs to focus on high-val-
ue cases, resulting in higher
recovery for the banks and
financial institutions, he
further stated.

Public sector banks have
also set up specialised
stressed assets manage-
ment verticals and branch-
es for effective monitoring
and focused follow-up of
NPA accounts, which facili-
tates quicker and improved
resolution/ recoveries.

Deployment of Business
correspondents and adop-
tion of the feet-on-street
model have also boosted
the recovery trajectory of
NPAs in banks, the minister
said. He also pointed out
that the prudential frame-
work for the resolution of
stressed assets was issued
by RBI to provide a frame-
work for early recognition,
reporting and time-bound
resolution of stressed as-
sets, with a built-in incen-
tive to lenders for early
adoption of a resolution
plan, which has helped in
the recovery of bad loans.

As per RBI guidelines,
banks have a board-ap-
proved policy in place for
the valuation of proper-
ties done by professionally
qualified independent valu-
ers. RBI mandates banks to
have a procedure for em-
panelment of professional
valuers based on prescribed
minimum  qualifications
and maintain a register of
an approved list of valuers.

Centre has surplus
stocks of rice and
wheat to control

inflation: Govt

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS)
The Centre currently has
surplus stocks of rice and
wheat which exceed the
buffer norm requirement
for the public distribution
system and social welfare
schemes of the poor, the
Parliament was informed
on Tuesday.

The Centre's total stocks
of rice and wheat at 736.61
lakh metric tonnes (MT) are
well above the buffer stock
requirement of 411.2 lakh
MT for the two cereals as of
July 1 this year, Minister of
State for Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribu-
tion Nimuben Jayantibhai
Bambhaniya told the Rajya
Sabha in a written reply. The
rice stocks are 377.83 lakh
MT compared to the buffer
norm requirement of 135.40
lakh MT, while wheat stocks
at 358.78 lakh MT exceed
the buffer stock need of
275.80 lakh MT, the minister
said in a written reply to a
question in the Rajya Sabha.
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NIA Jaipur to be developed as a Global Centre of
Excellence in Ayurveda- Union Minister Jadhav

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS) The
Union Minister of Ayush
today chaired the second
meeting of the Society of
the National Institute of
Ayurveda (NIA), Jaipur, in
New Delhi. The Deputy
Chief Minister and Ayush
Minister of Rajasthan, Dr.
Premchand Bairwa, along
with the Secretary, Ministry
of Ayush, Vaidya Rajesh Ko-
techa, senior officials of the
Ministry, and distinguished
members of the Society,
were present on the oc-
casion. In his address, the
Minister stated, “Our vision
is to develop the National
Institute of Ayurveda as a
Global Centre of Excellence
that symbolizes advanced
research, innovation, qual-
ity education, and public
health leadership. This
Institute must not only
achieve excellence but also
inspire other Ayurvedic in-
stitutions across the coun-
try and the world.”

He emphasized that the
meeting was not merely an

administrative  formality
but a platform to chart the
Institute’s future direction,
aligning with the global
rise of traditional systems
of medicine. The Minis-
ter underlined that under
the visionary leadership of
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi, the Ayush sector
has made historic progress.
The establishment of the
WHO Global Centre for Tra-
ditional Medicine in India
marks global recognition

of Indian knowledge sys-
tems, embraced with hope
and confidence across the
world. Achievements of Na-
tional Institute of Ayurveda

(NTA): First Deemed Uni-
versity in the Ayush sector
in India. Over 4 lakh OPD
patients and 25,000+ IPD
patients are treated annu-
ally. Free healthcare camps
in 12 districts under SC, SP,
and STP schemes. GMP-
certified pharmacy produc-
es more than 100 Ayurvedic

medicines. NAAC ‘A’ Grade,
NABH, and NABL accolades
achieved. Students from 15
countries are pursuing edu-
cation at NIA. Recently de-
clared India’s Best Ayurvedic
Institution by NCISM.
International collabora-
tions and Guinness World
Record achievements, en-
hancing its global profile.
Commending NIAs per-
formance in education,
research, and healthcare
services, the Minister em-

phasized the need for glob-
ally benchmarked research,
faculty development, mod-
ernized curricula, stronger
infrastructure, and wider
community reach. Reaf-
firming the government’s
support, he stated that the
Ministry of Ayush stands
fully committed to provid-
ing all necessary assistance
to ensure the Institute con-
tinues to elevate the pride
of Ayurveda at national and
international levels.

-
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Promotion of Emerging Sector
Skills and Future Readiness

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS) Un-
der the Government of India’s
Skill India Mission (SIM) , the
Ministry of Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE) delivers skill, re-skill
and up-skill training through
an extensive network of skill
development centres under
various schemes, viz. Prad-
han Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yo-
jana (PMKVY), Jan Shikshan
Sansthan (JSS), National
Apprenticeship Promotion
Scheme (NAPS) and Crafts-
man Training Scheme (CTS)
through Industrial Training
Institutes (ITIs), to all the
sections of the society across
the country. The SIM aims at
enabling youth of India to get
future ready and equipped
with industry relevant skills.

To promote new age skills
in areas like AI/ML, Robot-
ics and Green technology,
MSDE has undertaken the
following initiatives:

Under PMKVY, more than
200 new age/future skills
job-roles have been specially
aligned with Industry 4.0 re-
quirements in areas like Al/

ML, Robotics, EVs, Mecha-
tronics, Drone Tech, etc. for
upcoming market demand
and industry requirements.

Directorate General of
Training (DGT) under aegis
of MSDE has introduced 31
new age /future skills courses
in Industrial Training Insti-
tutes (ITIs) and National Skill
Training Institutes (NSTIs)
under CTS to provide training
in emerging areas such as 5G
Network, AI/ML, Cyber Secu-
rity, Drone Technology, etc.
DGT has signed MoU with
IT Tech companies like IBM,
CISCO, Future Skill Rights
Network, Amazon Web Ser-
vices (AWS) and Microsoft to
ensure industry linkages for
the institutes at the state and
regional levels under CSR
initiatives. These partner-
ships facilitate the provision
of technical and professional
skills training in modern
technologies. IIS established
at Ahmedabad and Mumbai,
in Public Private Partnership
(PPP) Mode, provide training
to create a pool of industry-
ready workforce.

New Delhi,June 2 (GNS)
ndia’s textile and apparel
sector has continued to
demonstrate resilience in
July 2025, recording a steady
growth trajectory. As per
quick estimates released by

Commercial Intelligence &
Statistics (DGCIS), exports
of major textile commodi-
ties in July 2025 reached
USD 3.10 billion, mark-
ing a 5.37% vyear-on-year
growth compared to USD
2.94 billion in July 2024. For
the period April-July 2025,
cumulative textile exports
stood at USD 12.18 billion,
reflecting a growth of 3.87%
over the same period last
year (USD 11.73 billion).

Readymade Garments
(RMG): Exports rose to USD
1.34 billion in July 2025, up
from USD 1.28 billion in
July 2024 (4.75% growth).
Cumulative exports for
April-July 2025 stood at
USD 5.53 billion, compared
to USD 5.13 billion last year
(+7.87% growth ).

Cotton Textiles (includ-

the Directorate General of

ing yarn, fabrics, made-ups,
and  handlooms):Cotton
exports reached USD 1.02
billion in July 2025, com-
pared to USD 970.5 mil-
lion in July 2024 (5.17%
growth ). Cumulative ex-
ports April-July 2025 stood
at USD 3.88 billion, nearly
unchanged from USD 3.89
billion last year. Man-made
Fibre (MMF) Textiles: MMF
exports touched USD 422.0
million in July 2025, com-
pared to USD 405.6 million
last year (4.05% growth ).
During April-July 2025, ex-
ports amounted to USD
1.59 billion, up from USD
1.57 billion in the same pe-

Indian Textile Exports Show Resilience and
Growth Despite Mixed Global Trade Sentlments

ll]

riod last year with a growth

of 1.13%. . Jute Manufactur-
ing (including floor cover-
ings): Jute exports climbed
to USD 32.4 million in July
2025, compared to USD 25.6
million in July 2024 (26.35%
growth ). Cumulative ex-
ports stood at USD 126.1
million, up from USD 108.9
million last year (+15.78%).

Carpets: Carpet exports
grew to USD 133.0 million
in July 2025, compared to
USD 123.1 million last year
(+8.05%). Over April-July
2025, exports stood at USD
503.9 million, up from USD
486.5 million registering
3.57% growth.
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Ministry of Coal to Launch 15th Round
of Commercial Coal Mine Auctions

e —

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS)
The Ministry of Coal is set
to launch the 13th round of
commercial coal mine auc-
tions on 21st August 2025 in
New Delhi. The event will
be graced by Union Minis-
ter of Coal and Mines, Shri
G. Kishan Reddy, as Chief
Guest, and Minister of State
for Coal and Mines, Shri
Satish Chandra Dubey, as
Guest of Honour.

This event will mark an-
other significant step to-
wards enhancing trans-
parency, competition, and
self-reliance in India’s coal
sector. The commercial coal
mine auction process, which
has witnessed robust partici-
pation from both established
and new industry players in
every round, aims to accel-
erate coal production and
ensure adequate supply for

the nation’s growing energy
demand. The upcoming 13th
round will continue to offer
mines with the most liberal
terms, promoting ease of do-
ing business and attracting
investments from a diverse
set of stakeholders,
Launched in 2020 under
the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi,
the commercial auction
framework has transformed
the coal sector by fostering
transparency, driving com-
petition, and increasing coal
availability for domestic
industries, thereby reduc-
ing dependence on imports.
The upcoming round will of-
fer a fresh set of coal mines
for auction, covering both
fully explored and partially
explored blocks, attracting
diverse participation from
experienced miners, new en-

trants, and technology-driv-
en enterprises. The event will
also showcase the potential
benefits of underground and
surface coal gasification.

The Coal Mine Develop-
ment & Production Agree-
ments (CMDPA) will be
signed for 11 successfully al-
located coal mines of previ-
ous rounds of Auction.

The Ministry of Coal in-
vites industry leaders, in-
vestors, and stakeholders
to participate in this signifi-
cant event and contribute to
shaping the future of India’s
coal sector.

As India advances toward
its vision of Viksit Bharat,
the Ministry of Coal remains
dedicated to driving reforms,
enhancing ease of doing
business, and cultivating a
dynamic ecosystem for re-
sponsible coal mining.

India, Japan
ties to benefit
Global South

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in his meeting with
his Japanese counterpart
Shigeru Ishiba this week,
will review the Special Stra-
tegic and Global Partnership
between India and Japan,
including defence and se-
curity, trade and economy,
technology and innovation,
as well as discuss issues of
regional and global impor-
tance. The visit, which will
reaffirm the longstanding
special bond of friendship
between the two countries,
also comes close on the
heels of the Africa summit
hosted by Japan last week.

DAHD's Virtual Program Engages 1 Lakh+
Farmers on L|vestock Product|V|ty

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS)
The Department of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying
(DAHD), under the Min-
istry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying,
organized a “Virtual Aware-
ness Program for Enhanc-
ing Livestock Productivity”
today. 1 Lakh + livestock
farmers, from 2000 Com-
mon Service Centers
(CSCs) across India namely
from states/UTs : Chhat-
tisgarh, Jharkhand, Mad-
hya Pradesh, West Bengal,
Orissa, Kerala, Andaman &
Nicobar Island, Lakshad-
weep, Delhi and Chandi-
garh joined this session.
The meeting was chaired
by Union Minister of State,
Ministry of Fisheries, Ani-
mal Husbandry and Dairy-
ing and Ministry of Pan-
chayati Raj Prof. S.P. Singh
Baghel from New Delhi.
Ms.Varsha Joshi, Additional
Secretary (DAHD), Shri.
Rama Shankar Sinha, Ad-
ditional Secretary (DAHD)
along with the other senior

officials of the department
were also present on this oc-
casion. In his address, Prof.
S.P. Singh Baghel, highlight-
ed the invaluable contribu-
tions of the livestock farm-
ers in boosting the national
economy. He stated that milk
production in the country
has grown at the rate of 5.7
% per annum, during the
past 10 years while the world
milk production growth
rate is only 2% per annum.
Prof. Baghel commended
the livestock farmers for this
achievement. He also appre-
ciated the departmental ini-

tiatives like the vaccination
programs, use of Sex-Sorted
Semen (SSS) etc that has
helped in increasing animal
productivity in the country.
He interacted with the farm-
ers and enquired about the
on ground availability of
veterinary services like uti-
lization of toll-free number
1962 for treatment related
assistance. The Union Min-
ister of State laid emphasis
on the need to opt for ani-
mal insurance and stressed
on the importance of get-
ting the animals vaccinated
as per schedule.

Centre cuts wheat stock limit for

New Delhi, June 2 (GNS)
As part of continuous ef-
forts to moderate prices of
wheat before the upcoming
festive season, the Central
Government has decided to
reduce the wheat stock lim-
it applicable to wholesale
and retail traders as well
as processors in all States
and Union Territories until
March 31, 2026.

The stock limit of wheat
for wholesalers has been
reduced to 2,000 metric
tonnes (MT) from 3,000 MT
earlier, while in the case of
retailers, the stock limit has
been cut to 8 MT for each
retail outlet from 10 MT
earlier, according to a state-
ment issued by the Ministry
of Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution.

Similarly, for wheat pro-
cessors, the wheat stock
limit has been scaled down
to 60 per cent of the month-
ly installed capacity (MIC)
multiplied by the remain-
ing months of FY 2025-26.

Earlier, the limit was

fixed at 70 per cent of the
monthly installed capacity
multiplied by the remain-
ing months of FY 2025-26
The stock limits are im-
posed as part of the gov-
ernment’s policy to manage
overall food security and
to prevent hoarding and
unscrupulous speculation
that drives up prices by cre-
ating an artificial scarcity.
All wheat stocking enti-
ties are required to declare/
update the stock position
on every Friday on the
wheat stock portal (https://
foodstock.dfpd.gov.in).
Any entity which is found
not to have registered on

traders to keep prlces in check

the portal or violates the
stock limits will be subject
to suitable punitive action
under Sections 6 and 7 of

the Essential Commodi-
ties Act,1955. In case the
stocks held by these enti-
ties are higher than the
prescribed limit, they will
have to bring them down to
the prescribed stock limits
within 15 days of the issue
of the notification. Officials
of the Central and State
Governments will be close-
ly monitoring the enforce-
ment of these stock limits
to ensure that no artificial
scarcity of wheat is created
in the country.

Hisar IMC to Attract
52,417 cr Investment,
Create 1.25 Lakh Jobhs

New Delhi,
The Amritsar-Kolkata In-

June 2 (GNS)

dustrial Corridor (AKIC)
initiative achieved an im-
portant milestone today
with the signing of the
State Support Agreement
(SSA) and Shareholder
Agreement (SHA) between
the National Industrial
Corridor Development
and Implementation Trust
(NICDIT), Government of
Haryana and Haryana Air-
ports Development Corpo-
ration (HADC).

Under this partner-
ship, the National Indus-
trial Corridor Development
Corporation (NICDC) will
support the Government
of Haryana in developing
the Integrated Manufactur-
ing Cluster (IMC) at Hisar.
It is one of the 20 projects
currently being developed
by NICDC in collaboration
with State Governments
across India.

These agreements reflect
the Government of India’s
strong commitment to sup-
port industrial growth and
create world-class infra-
structure in Haryana, start-
ing with the development
of the Integrated Manufac-
turing Cluster (IMC) Hisar.
By strengthening local
manufacturing  capabili-
ties and encouraging both

domestic and international

investments, the AKIC will
play a key role in advancing
the Make in India initiative
and helping India become
more self-reliant and glob-
ally competitive.

Integrated Manufactur-
ing Cluster (IMC) Hisar
in Haryana is expected to
become a major driver of
economic growth in the
state. Its development will
foster a business-friendly
environment, drive large-
scale employment genera-
tion, and further strength-
en Haryana’s position as a
leading industrial destina-
tion. The cluster is expect-
ed to attract significant in-
terest from investors across
India and the world, giving
a major boost to the coun-
try’s manufacturing sector.

IMC Hisar, spread across
2,988 acres, is being devel-
oped under the Amritsar-
Kolkata Industrial Corridor
near the newly inaugurated
Maharaja Agrasen Interna-
tional Airport, Hisar, Hary-
ana. With an investment
potential of 32,417 crore
and a project cost of 4,680
crore, it is expected to gen-
erate 1.25 lakh jobs. Strate-
gically located between the
EDFC and WDEGC, it offers
excellent connectivity via
NH-52, NH-09, rail links,
and proximity to major lo-
gistics hubs.
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Telangana celebrates Formation Day; CM Reddy, Guv unfurl Tricolour

Hyderabad, June 2 (GNS)
Telangana celebrated its
11th Formation Day on
Tuesday with the unfurl-
ing of the National Flag and
homage to martyrs by Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy,
Governor Shiv Pratap Shuk-
la, Cabinet ministers and
leaders of various political
parties across the state.

The main official cel-
ebration was held at Parade
Grounds, Secunderabad
where Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy hoisted the
Tricolour, reviewed a colour-
ful parade and took salute.

Standing in an open-top
jeep, Chief Minister Reddy
reviewed the parade by vari-
ous contingents of state po-
lice and took their salute.

Chief Minister Reddy pre-
sented medals of gallantry
and meritorious services to
the police officers and prizes
to the best contingents.

The Chief Minister
his speech paid tributes to

in

those who laid down their
lives during the decades
long struggle for statehood
of Telangana.

“Many of the Telangana
activists fought for Telan-

gana and stood as valiant
fighters. On the occasion of
Telangana state Formation
Day today, I am bowing my
head and paying humble
homage to their sacrifices

3

and the indomitable cour-
age displayed during the
Telangana movement,” he
said. “June 2 is an emotional
occasion as we commemo-
rate our history of sacrifice

and chart a road map for the
development of the young-
est state of Telangana,” he
added. On behalf of Telan-
gana people, he expressed
profound gratitude to the

then Prime Minister late
Manmohan Singh, and the
then UPA Chairperson So-
nia Gandhi for fulfilling the
dream of statehood that the
Telangana people had cher-
ished for a long time.

The Chief Minister cut
short his speech in view of
the heatwave conditions. He
said that his prepared text
should be treated as read.

Contingents from various
wings of Telangana Police
participated in the colourful
march past. Seventh battal-
ion of Telangana Special Po-
lice was honoured with the
best contingent award for its
outstanding performance.

The event also highlighted
the rich cultural heritage
of Telangana. Chief Secre-
tary K. Ramakrishna Rao,
Director General of Police
C.V. Anand and senior offi-
cials were also present. The
Chief Minister paid tributes
to Telangana martyrs at
the memorial at Gun Park

near the Assembly build-
ing before reaching Parade
Grounds for the main event.
Governor Shiv Pratap Shuk-
la hoisted the Tricolour at
his official residence Lok
Bhavan to mark the state's
formation day. Assembly
Speaker Gaddam Prasad Ku-
mar hoisted the Tricolour at
Assembly premises.

Ministers and top offi-
cials led the formation day
celebrations in all district
headquarters. Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka unfurled the National
Flag at Khammam. He said
that for a decade Telangana
was deceived and neglected.
“Today, it is breathing new
life again, with a people’s
government reviving the
shattered economy and re-
building the future of the
state,” he said. Minister for
Minority Welfare Moham-
med Azharuddin unfurled
the National Flag at Jagtial
Collectorate.

Telangana Formation Day
celebrations were also held
at the offices of all political
parties. Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee (TPCC)
President, Mahesh Kumar
Goud, hoisted the Trico-
lour at the Congress head-
quarters Gandhi Bhavan.
At Telangana Bhavan, the
headquarters of the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS), party
Working President K.T. Rama
Rao unfurled the Tricolour.
He along with several BRS
leaders paid tributes to
Telangana martyrs and gar-
landed statues of Telangana
Thalli and Professor Jayas-
hankar. Union Minister of
State for Home Affairs, Bandi
Sanjay, former Haryana Gov-
ernor Bandaru Dattatreya
participated in the Telanga-
na Formation Day celebra-
tions at state BJP office in
Hyderabad. Telangana Rak-
shana Samithi (TRS) leader
K. Kavitha led the celebra-
tions at her party office.

TG completes 68.30 pc mapping under SIR

Hyderabad, June 2 (GNS)
Telangana Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) C. Sudharsan
Reddy said on Tuesday that
68.30 per cent of the map-
ping has been completed
across the state under the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls. He as-
sessed the preparedness for
Phase I1I of the SIR at a review
meeting attended by senior
officials from the Election
Commission of India (ECI),
including Principal Secretary
Avinash Kumar and Under
Secretary Sanjay Kumar.
Commissioner of Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-
ration (GHMC) and District
Election Officer, Hyderabad,
the Collector, as well as Elec-
toral Registration Officers
(EROs) and Assistant Elec-
toral Registration Officers
(AEROs) of Hyderabad and

were also present.

The CEO briefed the ECI
officials on details of the As-
sembly Constituencies, the
manpower drafted for SIR
(including EROs, AEROs, BLO
Supervisors, and BLOs), and
the setting up of help desks.

The ECI officials gave a
comprehensive presentation
on the Special Intensive Revi-

sion, covering relevant provi-
sions of the Constitution, the
Representation of the People
Act, 1950, and the Registra-
tion of Electors Rules, 1960.
They explained the impor-
tance of the SIR and detailed
the key steps involved in
the process: the enumera-
tion phase (online/offline),
the draft publication of the
electoral roll, the filing and

disposal of claims and objec-
tions, the issuance and dis-
posal of notices, and the final
publication of the roll.

The officials stressed the
need to remain vigilant while
filling out and collecting
enumeration forms. They in-
structed officials to widely
publicise the online submis-
sion of forms via the official
portal (voters.eci.gov.in), as
well as the “Book a Call” facili-
ty, which helps voters get quick
information about the SIR.
Additionally, District Election
Officers were directed to hold
regular all-party meetings and
actively involve Booth Level
Agents (BLAs) in the SIR pro-
cess. Meanwhile, Telangana
Chief Secretary Ramakrishna
Rao has directed district Col-
lectors to involve people in the
SIR process and create aware-
ness among them.

Reform and globalisation India’s dual challenge
holds the answer to Trump’s tariff turmoil

Hyderabad, June 2 (GNS)
Punitive tariffs imposed by
the US on India will hurt.
Yet two truths stand out.
First, India cannot afford to
forsake or even downplay
globalisation, as some have
suggested. Second, the poli-
cy responses needed to miti-
gate the damage are the very
reforms that India should
be pursuing, regardless of
the tariffs.Since “Liberation
Day” tariffs were announced
by President Donald Trump
in April 2025, US tariffs have
become a moving target.
As of 1 August, India faces
“reciprocal tariffs” of 25 per
cent and, from 27 August
onwards, an additional pe-
nal tariff of 25 per cent. We
estimate that as a result of
these tariffs, India’s annual
exports to the US - currently
almost a fifth of the coun-
try’s goods exports — could
decline by $19 billion to $35
billion. Some labour-inten-
sive sectors, such as textiles
and apparel, diamonds, and
shrimps, would be especially
vulnerable.

Asilverlining in the US tar-
iff imposition is that services
have not been included, at
least so far. India’s services
exports are showing greater
dynamism than goods ex-
ports; in FY25 their value was
89 per cent of goods exports.

Thus, services will remain
a strong anchor for India’s
overall export performance.
But the bigger lesson goes
beyond the short-term hit:
the tariffs underscore, once
again, India’s dual challenge
- embracing globalisation
more fully, and accelerating
long-debated reforms.

On globalisation, India is
still a lower middle-income
country. Sustained growth
and the goal of Viksit Bharat
2047 requires India to lever-
age the global economy in
its entirety, embracing the
upsides and managing the
downsides. Yet India’s high
tariffs, frequently called out
by Trump, reflect India’s am-
bivalence about full engage-
ment with world markets.

Policymakers should re-
member that India’s best
growth years were accom-
panied by dynamic export
performance. Exports en-
able companies to expand
beyond the domestic market
(mobile phones being a case
in point), and enjoy com-
petition-driven  productiv-
ity growth. Imports provide
cheaper products and in-
puts, and enable technology
upgrading.

Finally, note that all the
high-performing East Asian
economies have achieved
much higher peak trade-
to-GDP ratios than India,
whose 2024 ratio of 45 per
cent stands far below its own
peak 2012 trade ratio of 56
per cent. This brings us to

reforms, without which In-
dia cannot fully benefit from
globalisation. The agenda
is not new, but the urgency
is greater than ever. In a re-
cent CSEP Working Paper,
co-authored with Prerna
Prabhakar, we proposed a
core agenda for revitalising
manufacturing competitive-
ness. This includes:

1) Rationalising India’s tar-
iff structure to better align
with East Asian competitors.
Current high tariffs raise in-
put costs and bias firms to-
wards the domestic market.
According to the latest WTO
data, the simple average tar-
iff in 2024 on all products
was 7.5 per cent for China,
16.2 per cent for India, and
9.5 per cent for Vietnam.

TSPTA, MEWA Efforts Pay Off; 11 Urdu Schools to Reopen in Nirmal

Nirmal, May 26 (Patriotic

Views): The sustained ef-
forts and effective repre-

sentation by the Telangana

State Primary Teachers As-

sociation (TSPTA) and the

Minority Employees Wel-
fare Association (MEWA)

have yielded results, with
announcing
the reopening of 11 closed
Urdu medium primary

authorities

schools in Nirmal district.
In a joint press statement,
TSPTA and MEWA presi-

dent Shaik Shabbir Ali and

al
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TSPTA general secretary
Dr Sajid Meraj stated that
nearly 12 Urdu primary
schools in the district were
closed following the imple-
mentation of GO 317 due
to the lack of adequate
measures by the district
education department.
They alleged that one Urdu
medium primary school in
Nirmal Urban was also shut
down due to biased actions
by the then former Mandal
Education Officer (MEO).

They said MEWA took up

-
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service

the issue at various levels,
from the district educa-
tional officer to the Chief
Minister and Education
Minister A. Revanth Reddy,
demanding the restoration
of the closed schools and
strict action against the for-
mer MEO. Following these
representations, action was
reportedly initiated against
the official, and a written
assurance was given to re-
open the affected school.

According to the leaders,
MEWA also brought the is-

sue of other closed schools
to the notice of higher au-
thorities. Acting on this,
the District Educational
Officer recently issued or-
ders (Proc. RC No. B2/53/
Spl/2026, dated May 19,
2026) directing the reopen-
ing of all closed Urdu pri-
mary schools, paving the
way for the revival of 11
institutions. MEWA has ap-
pealed to in-service Urdu
teachers, trained teachers,
parents, local leaders, and
representatives.
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