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EWS reservation does not
guarantee fee concession

New Delhi, June 24 (GNS):
The Supreme Court on

Wednesday dismissed
a plea challenging the
Economic Weaker Sec-
tions (EWS) criteria in the
context of admissions to
private medical colleges,
refusing to accept the con-
tention that the annual
income ceiling of Rs 8 lakh
for EWS candidates be-
comes meaningless when
private medical colleges
charge tuition fees running
into lakhs of rupees.

A Bench of Justices B.V.
Nagarathna and Joymalya
Bagchi declined to interfere
with a Rajasthan High Court
judgment that had rejected
the challenge mounted by
Rajasthan domicile candi-
date Harshvardhan Singh,
who had argued that the
fee structure of private
medical colleges effectively
rendered EWS reservation
illusory for economically
weaker students. During the
hearing, the Justice Naga-
rathna-led Bench orally ob-
served that self-financing
private institutions could
not be compelled to charge
fees at par with government
medical colleges merely be-
cause seats are reserved for
EWS candidates.

The apex court highlight-
ed the distinction between
government and private
educational  institutions,
remarking that government
colleges receive financial
support from the public ex-

SC

chequer while private col-
leges operate on a self-fi-
nancing model. “These are
self-financing  institutes.
For government ones, they
get grants from the State.
There is a vital difference,”
the Justice Nagarathna-led
Bench said.

It further said that while
capitation fees are prohib-
ited, that does not mean
private colleges cannot
charge regular tuition fees
fixed under the applicable
regulatory framework.

When the petitioner ar-
gued that EWS candidates
from families earning less
than Rs 8 lakh annually
could not realistically af-
ford annual tuition fees
ranging between Rs 18 lakh
and Rs 25 lakh in private
medical colleges, the top
court suggested that finan-
cial assistance mechanisms
were available. “If you are
unable to pay, get a schol-
arship,” the Justice Naga-
rathna-led Bench said. The
special leave petition (SLP)
arose from a Rajasthan
High Court judgment deliv-
ered in May this year.

The petitioner, an EWS
candidate who appeared
in NEET-UG 2025, had
contended that private
medical colleges in Rajas-
than were charging tuition
fees between Rs 18.90 lakh
and Rs 25 lakh per annum
despite the EWS income
ceiling being fixed at Rs 8
lakh annually.

CM Revanth warns Congress leaders against neglecting SIR process

Hyderabad, June 24 (GNS):
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on  Wednesday
warned Congress leaders
against treating the special
intensive revision (SIR) of
the electoral roll casually.
Revanth Reddy warned that
the party would not tolerate
negligence in a crucial ex-
ercise like SIR to safeguard
the voting rights of genuine
electors. He directed min-
isters, MLAs, MPs and con-
stituency in-charges to be
extra vigilant during the SIR
process, which begins on
Thursday, across Telangana.

Addressing a Zoom con-
ference attended by TPCC
president Mahesh Kumar
Goud, AICC Telangana in-

charge Meenakshi Nata-
rajan, the Chief Minister
expressed serious displea-
sure over reports that some
leaders were not taking the
SIR exercise seriously in
their respective constituen-
cies. He said he already re-
ceived district-wise reports
on SIR awareness meetings
and warned that the party
would not remain a silent
spectator if such negligence
caused damage to the Con-
gress. He also called upon
Congress sarpanches to
conduct extensive aware-
ness campaigns in villages
and educate people about
the importance of the voter
verification exercise. He
said the party had complete

information about partici-
pation levels in district-wise
awareness meetings and
cautioned leaders against
creating a situation where
disciplinary action would
become necessary.

list revision exercise could
result in poor people and
weaker sections losing their
voting rights. The Chief
Minister said safeguarding
every eligible vote should be
the party’s foremost objec-

that any lapse in the voter

Revanth Reddy cautioned

tive and stressed that negli-
gence in the exercise would

amount to injustice to vul-
nerable sections of society.
The Chief Minister warned
leaders to improve their per-
formance within the next
10 days or face action. He
said the party was closely
monitoring the perfor-
mance of MLAs and would
appoint new in-charges in
constituencies where MLAs
failed to work effectively.
He also made it clear that
in-charge ministers would
not be spared and could
be replaced if they failed to
implement party directives
or acted against the party’s
interests. Revanth Reddy
said all leaders must strictly
adhere to party instructions
and warned that those who

ignored the party’s decisions
on SIR would not be forgiv-
en. Expressing concern over
reports of possible deletion
of genuine voters’ names
from electoral rolls, the Chief
Minister instructed party
leaders to organise more
awareness programmes
across the state and entrust-
ed in-charge ministers with
greater responsibility for
ensuring the success of the
campaign. He stressed that
protecting the voting rights
of the poor was critical and
warned that if poor people
lost their votes, they would
lose welfare schemes, ration
cards, Aadhar cards and of-
ficial documentation could
also be adversely affected.

VB-G Ram G scheme

set to start July 1
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New Delhi, June 24 (GNS): A
high-level inter-Ministerial
consultation on the Draft
Convergence  Framework
under the Viksit Bharat —
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin):
VB-G RAM G Act, 2025, was
convened here on Wednes-
day under the chairmanship
of Rohit Kansal, Union Rural
Development department
Secretary.  Representatives
and nodal officers from 18
Ministries and Departments
of the Union government
participated in the consulta-
tion. The consultation forms
part of the preparatory ac-
tivities being undertaken
ahead of the commence-
ment of the VB-G RAM G
Act on July 1. The meeting
focused on operationalising
the Act’s vision of a whole-
of-government approach to
rural development through
decentralised,  Panchayati
Raj Institution-led planning

and convergence, according
to an official statement.

The Framework envis-
ages a bottom-up planning
architecture in which devel-
opment priorities identified
by Gram Sabhas are aggre-
gated through Panchayati
Raj Institutions and aligned
with sectoral programmes
of different Ministries and
Departments. The approach
aims to ensure that publicin-
vestments converge around
locally identified priorities,
resulting in more effective
and sustainable develop-
ment outcomes. To facilitate
the operationalisation of
the scheme from July 1, the
Department has notified an
interim list of 318 permis-
sible works covering natural
resource management, ir-
rigation, rural connectivity,
community infrastructure,
livelihood-supporting  as-
sets, climate resilience and
disaster preparedness.

India Slams Pakistan, Calls for UNSC Reform

New Delhi, June 24 (GNS):
India has called for a review
of outdated United Nations
Security Council (UNSC)
mandates, arguing that me-
diation frameworks adopted
under Chapter VI of the UN
Charter cannot be treated
as having perpetual valid-
ity, while sharply criticising
Pakistan for politicising a
UN forum by raising the is-
sue of Jammu and Kashmir.

Addressing an Arria-for-
mula meeting on “Bridging
the Implementation Gap:
UNSC  Resolutions and

Maintenance of Interna-
tional Peace and Security”,
India’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the United
Nations, Ambassador Par-
vathaneni Harish, high-

lighted the distinct nature
of Chapters VI and VII of the
UN Charter and their differ-
ing applicability in main-
taining international peace
and security.

Harish said Chapter VII
interventions involve con-
crete actions to address
threats to peace, breaches
of peace and acts of ag-
gression, and are aimed at
restoring or maintaining in-
ternational peace and secu-
rity. Their non-implementa-
tion, he noted, could lead to
an immediate deterioration

in the security situation and
other serious consequences.
In contrast, Chapter VI
provides a range of peace-
ful means—including nego-
tiation, enquiry, mediation,
conciliation and arbitra-
tion—to deal with disputes
whose continuation may
endanger international
peace and security. Such in-
terventions, Harish said, are
designed to address prevail-
ing realities and therefore
warrant review in accor-
dance with changing cir-
cumstances and contexts.

"Every Indian is special. Every Indian

New Delhi, June 24 (GNS):
The Vice-President of India,
Shri C. P Radhakrishnan,
today released the book
"VIP Culture in India: Power,
Privilege and the Distance
from Democracy" at Up-
rashtrapati Bhavan, New
Delhi, and said that the sub-
ject explored by its authors,
former Rajya Sabha Mem-
ber from Arunachal Pradesh
Shri Nabam Rebia and co-
author Shri Sandeep Kumar,
touches the very core of
democratic governance and
public life in India.

The Vice President said
that the Constitution envi-

sions a society based on jus-
tice, equality, liberty and fra-
ternity. He emphasized that
the essence of democracy
lies in the relationship be-
tween citizens and those en-
trusted with public author-
ity, adding that democracy
flourishes when public of-

MP: Land row intensifies as Congress demands
SC judge probe into Ujjain trust deal

New Delhi, June 24 (GNS):
The political controversy
surrounding alleged land
transactions linked to Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav and his fam-
ily members deepened on
Wednesday, with the Con-
gress escalating its attack by
demanding a judicial probe
under a sitting Supreme
Court judge into what it de-
scribed as a “massive land
grab” in Ujjain.

At a press conference in
New Delhi, Madhya Pradesh
Congress President Jitu Pat-
wari alleged that govern-
ment land worth nearly Rs
500 crore had been allotted
to a trust headed by Shri
Ram, cultural advisor to
Chief Minister Yadav, for a

token amount of Rs 1.
Calling the transaction
suspicious, he demanded
that the state government
explain the circumstances
under which such land was
transferred. “Government
land worth around Rs 500
crore was handed over for
Rs 1 to a trust headed by the
Chief Minister’s cultural ad-
visor. The government must

Trump unveils strategy to

shield US from threats

fice is viewed as a responsi-
bility rather than a privilege.

Quoting the great Tamil
saint-poet Thiruvalluvar,
the Vice-President observed
that true leadership is char-
acterized by accessibility,
compassion and account-
ability. He stated that leaders
who remain approachable
and respectful towards the
people earn enduring trust
and admiration.

Shri C. P Radhakrishnan
said the themes explored
in the book resonate with
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi's vision of public
office as a means of service

IS a VIP"- VP

rather than privilege. Refer-
ring to the Prime Minister's
decision to abolish red bea-
con lights for dignitaries and
his recent gesture of delay-
ing his departure to ensure
NEET aspirants were not
inconvenienced by traffic re-
strictions, the Vice-President
said such actions exemplify
citizen-centric governance
and reinforce the principle
that public authority exists
to serve citizens. Recalling
the Prime Minister's words,
he said, "Every Indian is spe-
cial. Every Indian is a VIR"
He added that "Seva is the
ultimate Dharma."
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tell the people of Madhya

Pradesh why such a deci-
sion was taken and who
stands to benefit from it,”
Patwari said, adding that
the issue was part of a larger
pattern of questionable
land-related decisions.

The fresh allegations fol-
low earlier claims by the
Congress that Yadav and
his family members had

purchased nearly 168 acres
of land in and around Uj-
jain after he became Chief
Minister, including about
111 acres in areas linked to
future Simhastha Kumbh
preparations.

The opposition has also
alleged that some of these
acquisitions were made in
locations likely to benefit
from development projects
proposed under Ujjain’s
Master Plan-2035. Congress
spokesperson and Chair-
man of the AICC Media
and Publicity Department
Pawan Khera joined Patwari
in accusing the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) of shielding the
transactions.

Washington, June 24 (GNS):
US President Donald Trump
on Wednesday unveiled a
new national resilience strat-
egy aimed at ensuring that
no adversary, crisis or dis-
ruption can threaten Amer-
ica’s core interests, placing
national security, supply
chains, infrastructure and
technology at the centre of a
broad government overhaul.
The strategy, released by
the White House, sets a na-
tional goal that “no adver-
sary or hazard should be able
to hold America or our core
interests at risk” and seeks
to strengthen the country’s
ability to withstand security
threats, economic shocks,
public health emergencies
and infrastructure failures.

The document describes
resilience as a strategic capa-
bility that promotes prosper-
ity, deters adversaries and
preserves US freedom of ac-
tion during crises. “From the
moment I returned to office
last year, I made a solemn
vow to our Nation and the
world that on my watch, no
adversary or danger should
be able to hold America
at risk,” Trump wrote in a
message accompanying the
strategy. “My National Resil-
ience Strategy ensures this
vital mission will endure for
generations to come,” he
said. The plan outlines four
guiding principles prioritise,
modernise, distribute and
simplify that will be applied
across four key sectors.
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China’s unbeatable new export
iS a process, not a product

Jeffrey Wu

he Chinese “cannot
be allowed to ex-
port their way back

to prosperity,” argues US
Secretary of the Treasury
Scott Bessent, who claims
that China’s economy is the
“most unbalanced in histo-
ry.” Such remarks reflect the
growing fear in Washington
that China’s overcapacity,
subsidies and dumping are
distorting global trade.

The more pressing con-
cern, however, is not what
China exports, but how.
Global cost structures are
indeed being reshaped, but
by a quieter and more com-
plex force: relentless pro-
ductivity ~ improvements.
China is not merely moving
more goods, it is exporting
a new production model
powered by automation,
artificial intelligence and
state-guided industrial op-
timization. This shift is dis-
ruptive, deflationary and
still largely misunderstood.

China’s rise as the world’s
factory in the late 20th cen-
tury was driven by labor
and scale. But now, China
aims to achieve a new form
of dominance through in-
telligent infrastructure. No
longer confined to apps or
chatbots, Al has been em-
bedded across the physical
economy — guiding every-
thing from robotic arms and
warehouse fleets to autono-
mous production lines. For
example, Xiaomi's “lights-
out” factory in Beijing can
assemble 10 million smart-
phones annually with mini-
mal human intervention.

AT conducts a symphony of
sensors, machines and ana-
lytics that form a tightly wo-
ven industrial loop, driving
efficiencies that traditional

manufacturers can  ap-
proach only incrementally.

Nor is this technology-
driven ecosystem confined
to a single factory. Deep-
Seek’s 671 billion-parameter
open-source large language
model is already being de-
ployed not just for coding
but also to optimize logistics
and manufacturing. JD.com
is revamping its supply net-
works through automation.
Unitree is exporting biped-
al warehouse robots. And
Foxconn (Apple’s primary
manufacturing partner) is
developing modular, Al-led
microfactories to reduce its
dependence on static pro-
duction lines.

These examples may not
represent “prestige innova-
tion,” but they do attest to
a broad culture of industrial
optimization. Under the
banner of “new quality pro-
ductive forces,” the Chinese
government is rolling out AI

pilot zones and subsidizing
factory retrofits. Cities like
Hefei and Chengdu are also
offering local grants that ri-
val the scale of national ini-
tiatives elsewhere.

The strategy echoes the
one pursued by Japanese
industry in the 1980s, when
automation, lean produc-
tion and industrial consoli-
dation helped firms out-
compete global rivals. But
the Chinese approach goes
further, blending AI with
economies of scale, feed-
back loops and a unique
cultural dynamic known
as “neijuan” (involution):
a self-perpetuating race to
optimize and outcompete,
often at the expense of prof-
it margins. BYD, among the
most vertically integrated
automakers globally, re-
cently cut prices across doz-
ens of models, triggering a
$20 billion stock selloff.

In sectors from e-com-
merce to electric vehicles,
this practice has driven such
relentless cost compression
that the state has occasion-
ally seen fit to intervene.

In April, the People’s Daily
newspaper warned that ex-
treme involution was dis-
torting market stability, cit-
ing a destructive price war
in food delivery between
JD.com, Meituan and Ele.
me. And the problem is
even more acute in the EV
industry. While more than
100 Chinese EV brands cur-
rently compete, more than
400 have gone out of busi-
ness since 2018.

The arena of global com-
petitiveness is unforgiving.
Those who survive emerge
leaner, more adaptive and
better positioned than their
legacy counterparts. That
is how successful Chinese
EV makers have managed
to edge into Europe, offer-
ing models at price points
that local firms struggle to
match. Viewed from afar,
the process looks chaotic.
In practice, though, it re-
sembles natural selection.
China is deliberately pro-
moting industrial evolu-
tion: the state fosters a wide
field of contenders and then
lets the market winnow the

field. This approach is rip-
pling across industries. In
solar panels, Chinese man-
ufacturers now account for
more than 80 percent of
global production capacity,
driving prices down more
than 70 percent over the
past decade. And a similar
trend is emerging in EV bat-
teries, where Chinese firms
dominate the cost-per-
kilowatt curve. But make no
mistake: this deflation does
not stem from oversupply
or dumping. It reflects re-
designed cost structures,
which are the result of Al
intense competition and
relentless iteration. Thus,
Chinese industry has made
efficiency a tradable asset —
one that is reshaping global
pricing dynamics. Once this
shift really takes hold, busi-
nesses around the world will
find themselves adjusting
their own pricing strategies,
labor deployment and sup-
ply chain configurations.

But this development
presents new challenges for
many economies. Consider
the role of central banks,
whose mission is to ensure
price stability. What can
they do if inflation is sub-
dued not by weak demand,
but by superior supply-side
efficiency coming from
abroad? Most likely, mon-
etary policy will lose trac-
tion in such a scenario. The
march of software advances
will not slow just because
interest rates rise or fall. In-
stead, industrial policy will
have to come to the fore not
as protectionism, but as an
adaptive necessity.

5 Immutable steps to enduring Al adoption

he relentless drum-
beat of artificial
intelligence  adop-

tion echoes through the
AT Workshops I run world-
wide. Executives, envision-
ing a revolutionary future
powered by algorithms and
neural networks, are fer-
vently pushing for its im-
plementation. Yet, a signifi-
cant chasm exists between
this top-down enthusiasm
and the ground-level real-
ity experienced by workers.
This tension underscores a
critical truth: AI's transfor-
mative potential remains
dormant unless it is em-
braced by the very employ-
ees who will interact with
and be impacted by it.

The challenges are multi-
faceted, ranging from data
complexities to integration
hurdles. Ultimately, the
linchpin for successful AI
adoption lies in the unwav-
ering leadership of the CEO.
But when will these lead-
ers truly champion the AI
cause? When they are con-
vinced that Al is not merely
a technological novelty but
a potent catalyst for achiev-
ing tangible business goals
and objectives. Amid the
fervent discourse and the
inherent skepticism, a fun-
damental question emerg-
es: How can organizations
move beyond the superficial
adoption of Al to achieve its
deep and lasting integra-
tion? The answer lies not
in forceful imposition but
in a carefully orchestrated
journey, guided by a set of
immutable principles that
address both the strategic
imperatives of the C-suite
and the practical realities

faced by the employee base.
These five steps, when
executed with foresight and
commitment, pave the way
for a future where Al is not
just a tool, but an intrinsic
part of the organizational
fabric, driving innovation,
efficiency, and sustainable
growth. The first, and argu-
ably most crucial, step in the
journey toward long-term Al
adoption is the articulation
of a clear, purpose-driven
Al vision that is inextricably
linked to the organization’s
core business objectives.
This was never about chas-
ing the latest technological
trends or implementing Al
for its own sake. Instead, it
necessitates a deep under-
standing of the organiza-
tion’s strategic priorities, its
pain points, and its aspira-
tions for the future. A vague
mandate to “adopt AI” is a
recipe for confusion, resis-
tance, and ultimately, failure.
Employees need to under-
stand why Al is being intro-
duced, what problems it is
intended to solve, and how it
will contribute to the overall
success of the company.

This requires a collab-
orative effort, involving not
just the executive team but
also representatives from
various departments and
levels within the organiza-
tion. The process should
begin with a thorough as-
sessment of the business.
What are the opportunities
for growth and innovation?
What are the key challeng-
es the organization faces?
Where are the bottlenecks
in current processes?

Once these areas are
identified, the focus should
shift to exploring how AI
(and technology in general)
can provide tangible solu-
tions and drive measurable
impact, where possible. For
instance, a retail company
aiming to enhance cus-
tomer satisfaction might
identify long wait times at
checkout as a significant
pain point. Their Al vision
could then center around
leveraging computer vi-
sion and predictive analyt-
ics to optimize checkout
processes, reduce waiting
times, and personalize the
customer experience.

This clearly defined pur-
pose, improving customer
satisfaction, provides a
compelling rationale for
AT adoption that resonates
with employees across the
organization. Similarly, a
manufacturing firm strug-
gling with quality control
issues might envision an
Al-powered system that
uses machine learning to
analyze production line
data in real-time, identify-
ing anomalies and predict-
ing potential defects before
they occur. The business
objective here is clear: to
improve product quality,
reduce waste, and enhance
operational efficiency.

One theme I address in
virtually all my keynotes is
the crucial need to move
beyond the abstract and
translate Al's potential into
concrete, relatable benefits
that align with the organi-
zation’s business strategy.
This should be clearly com-
municated,  consistently
reinforced, and actively
championed by the CEO,
setting the tone for the en-
tire organization. Without

this foundational clarity,
Al initiatives risk becoming
isolated experiments, lack-
ing the strategic coherence
necessary for long-term
integration. Once a clear
Al vision is established, it’s
no time for executives to
rest on their laurels. The
next immutable step is to
cultivate an organizational
culture that embraces ex-
perimentation, prioritizes
continuous learning, and
fosters open communica-
tion around Al initiatives.
As T continuously stress
during my AI Workshops,
the adoption of Al is not a
linear process; it involves
exploration, trial and error,
and the inevitable need to
adapt and refine strategies
along the way. A culture of
experimentation encour-
ages employees to explore
the potential of Al in their
respective domains, to
propose innovative use
cases, and to test new tools
and approaches. This re-
quires creating a safe space
where failure is seen not as
a setback but as a valuable
learning opportunity.
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The Levant swings between
dreams and deals

he talk of a new Middle Eastern “deal” we have been hearing over the past few
I days is jarring. The agreement reportedly being cooked up sees Syria cede the
Golan Heights to Israel in return for the Lebanese city of Tripoli. The official
reactions of Lebanese parties, of course, mixed outrage and condemnation. How-
ever, those who understand the intentions they hold behind the scenes and see the
implications of Benjamin Netanyahu shaping Washington’s vision and approach to
the Middle East will address this development with the seriousness it deserves. More-
over, this apparent deal was leaked as Israel tightened its control over Iran’s airspace
and expanded its list of targets inside Iran. Not only that, but it also coincided with
the tacit alignment of Washington, Tel Aviv and Ankara’s visions regarding all regional
crises, from the Kurdish question to what remains of the Palestinian struggle. Some
observers now believe that the Washington-Tel Aviv axis has new priorities with re-
gard to the sectarian dynamics of the Levant, at least temporarily, following the tran-
sition from Barack Obama and Joe Biden to Donald Trump. The irony, however, is this
same American (Republican) and Israeli (Likud) right had originally bet on “political
Shiism” in the region during the buildup to the invasion of Iraq.

Back then, it was the American neoconservatives, working closely alongside the
Israeli right, that steered George W. Bush’s presidency via his White House advisers
and Pentagon officials. At the time, the US was also trying to overcome a trauma,
that of 9/11. The neoconservatives exploited this catastrophe to occupy Iraq, which
was eventually handed over to Iran. The leader of the Coalition Provisional Authority
that oversaw Iraq’s transition, Paul Bremer, even boasted that his administration had
“ended a thousand years of Sunni rule” in Iraq.

As the saying goes, a lot of water has flowed under the bridge since 2003. To begin
with, despite the Democrats’ sympathy for the so-called Arab Spring in several Arab
countries, they and the Israeli leadership refrained from supporting the Syrian upris-
ing against Bashar Assad’s regime. Later, they effectively turned a blind eye to Iran’s
military intervention to rescue the Syrian regime.

Moreover, the Democratic leadership was keen on ensuring the success of the nu-
clear deal it had signed with Iran after the Muscat negotiations. As a result of this deal,
and the policies pursued by the Obama and Biden administrations, Tehran felt em-
powered to move freely across the region. In contrast, Netanyahu and his Likud allies
never forgot their apprehensions about Iran’s role in the Arab arena and continued to
seek containment. However, it is clear that Israel has been the biggest beneficiary of
Iran’s role in the region. It was happy to see Iran become a “bogeyman” that frightened
Arab states and compelled them to rush toward normalization with Tel Aviv in pursuit
of protection. Moreover, Israel has never truly been concerned by the bombastic rhet-
oric of the so-called resistance regimes and parties, so long as its borders remained
secure ... and the possibility of expanding them remained available. Still, in one way
or another, the events of Oct. 7, 2023 (the Al-Agsa Flood operation launched from the
Gaza Strip), was a replay of 9/11.

That day undoubtedly marked a turning point for regional alliances, leading to a
shift in priorities. Without minimizing the tragedy in Gaza, the most dangerous as-
pect of Israel’s political response was Netanyahu'’s stated intention to “reshape the
Middle East.” In Trump, Netanyahu found his long-sought prize. Trump is an ideal
partner in drawing this map over the rubble of political entities that never meant
anything to either of them, and at the expense of peoples who have never factored
into their political calculations.

Indeed, the future of Palestine has rarely seemed as bleak and hopeless since
1948. As for Syria, Lebanon and Iraq, whose borders were drawn by the Sykes-Picot
Agreement (which completed what the Balfour Declaration had begun), they may
now need to brace for a world in which Turkiye is the region’s second power, behind
Israel. Lebanon’s most sectarian non-Sunni hard-liners likely would not object, in
my view, to ceding more than half of the Sunni population and giving up Tripoli
(and Akkar and Dinniyeh), if Washington and Tel Aviv guaranteed “privileges” for
the Christians and Shiites. In fact, many Lebanese Christians have lost hope in the
very idea of “Greater Lebanon,” which was born in 1920 and saw Tripoli and other
areas added to the country. And many Shiite extremists would be happy to secure
a demographic majority by reducing the number of Sunnis in the country. As for
Syria, the Sunni majority seems well placed to strengthen its position and to ad-
dress the fears of the Alawite, Christian, Druze and Kurdish minorities through a
deal between the US and Turkiye. Moreover, it is worth keeping an eye on the Syr-
ian-Iraqi border amid the radical shifts and consequential negotiations underway
in the Kurdish arena. So, one wonders: will dreams align with the fine print of the
deals? Or are we back to the mess of trial and error?

The talk of a new Middle Eastern “deal” we have been hearing over the past few
days is jarring. The agreement reportedly being cooked up sees Syria cede the Go-
lan Heights to Israel in return for the Lebanese city of Tripoli. The official reactions
of Lebanese parties, of course, mixed outrage and condemnation. However, those
who understand the intentions they hold behind the scenes and see the implica-
tions of Benjamin Netanyahu shaping Washington’s vision and approach to the
Middle East will address this development with the seriousness it deserves. More-
over, this apparent deal was leaked as Israel tightened its control over Iran’s airspace
and expanded its list of targets inside Iran. Not only that, but it also coincided with
the tacit alignment of Washington, Tel Aviv and Ankara’s visions regarding all re-
gional crises, from the Kurdish question to what remains of the Palestinian struggle.
Some observers now believe that the Washington-Tel Aviv axis has new priorities
with regard to the sectarian dynamics of the Levant, at least temporarily, following
the transition from Barack Obama and Joe Biden to Donald Trump. The irony, how-
ever, is this same American (Republican) and Israeli (Likud) right had originally bet
on “political Shiism” in the region during the buildup to the invasion of Iraq.

Back then, it was the American neoconservatives, working closely along-
side the Israeli right, that steered George W. Bush’s presidency via his White
House advisers and Pentagon officials. At the time, the US was also trying to
overcome a trauma, that of 9/11. The neoconservatives exploited this catas-
trophe to occupy Iraq, which was eventually handed over to Iran. The lead-
er of the Coalition Provisional Authority that oversaw Iraq’s transition, Paul
Bremer, even boasted that his administration had “ended a thousand years
of Sunni rule” in Iraq. As the saying goes, a lot of water has flowed under the
bridge since 2003. To begin with, despite the Democrats’ sympathy for the so-
called Arab Spring in several Arab countries, they and the Israeli leadership
refrained from supporting the Syrian uprising against Bashar Assad’s regime.
Later, they effectively turned a blind eye to Iran’s military intervention to res-
cue the Syrian regime. Moreover, the Democratic leadership was keen on en-
suring the success of the nuclear deal it had signed with Iran after the Muscat
negotiations. As a result of this deal, and the policies pursued by the Obama
and Biden administrations, Tehran felt empowered to move freely across the
region. In contrast, Netanyahu and his Likud allies never forgot their appre-
hensions about Iran’s role in the Arab arena and continued to seek contain-
ment. However, it is clear that Israel has been the biggest beneficiary of Iran’s
role in the region. It was happy to see Iran become a “bogeyman” that fright-
ened Arab states and compelled them to rush toward normalization with Tel
Aviv in pursuit of protection. Moreover, Israel has never truly been concerned
by the bombastic rhetoric of the so-called resistance regimes and parties, so
long as its borders remained secure ... and the possibility of expanding them
remained available. Still, in one way or another, the events of Oct. 7, 2023 (the
Al-Agsa Flood operation launched from the Gaza Strip), was a replay of 9/11.
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Cahinet okays 4 manufactur-
Ing units with
Rs 4,600 crore outlay

New Delhi, June 24 (GNS):
The Union Cabinet, chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on Tuesday approved
four more semiconductor
projects under the India

Semiconductor ~ Mission
(ISM) with an outlay of Rs
4,600 crore. The four pro-
posals approved are from
SiCSem, Continental De-
vice India Private Limited
(CDIL), 3D Glass Solutions
Inc., and Advanced System
in Package (ASIP) Technolo-
gies. With these, the total
approved projects under the
ISM have reached 10, with
cumulative investments of
around Rs 1.60 lakh crore
in six states. "These four
approved proposals will set
up semiconductor manu-
facturing facilities with a
cumulative investment of
around Rs 4,600 crore and
are expected to generate a
cumulative employment for
2,034 skilled professionals,
which would catalyse the
electronic manufacturing
ecosystem, resulting in the
creation of many indirect
jobs," a Cabinet communi-
que said.

SiCSem and 3D Glass
will be set up in Odisha.
CDIL is located in Punjab,
and ASIP will be set up in
Andhra Pradesh. SicSem
Private Limited is collabo-
rating with Clas-SiC Wafer
Fab Ltd., UK, to establish an
integrated facility of silicon
carbide-based Compound
Semiconductors in Info Val-
ley, Bhubaneshwar.

This will be the first com-
mercial compound fab in
the country. The project
proposes to manufacture
silicon carbide devices. This
compound semiconductor
fab will have an annual ca-
pacity of 60,000 wafers and

a packaging capacity of 96
million units. The proposed
products will have applica-
tions in missiles, defence
equipment, electric ve-
hicles (EVs), railways, fast
chargers, data centre racks,
consumer appliances, and
solar power inverters, the
Cabinet note said.

3D Glass Solutions Inc.
(3DGS) will set up a verti-
cally integrated advanced
packaging and embed-
ded glass substrate unit in
Odisha. This unit will bring
the world’s most advanced
packaging technology to
India. The facility will have
a large variety of advanced
technologies, including
glass interposers with pas-
sives and silicon bridges,
and 3D heterogeneous in-
tegration (3DHI) modules.
Planned capacity of this
unit will be approximately
69,600 glass panel sub-
strates, 50 million assem-
bled units, and 13,200 3DHI
modules per annum.

The proposed products
will have significant appli-
cations in defence, high-
performance computing,
artificial intelligence, RF
and automotive, photon-
ics and co-packaged optics,
etc. According to the Cabi-
net, the Advanced System
in Package Technologies
(ASIP) will set up a semi-
conductor manufacturing
unit in Andhra Pradesh, un-
der a technology tie-up with
APACT Co. Ltd, South Ko-
rea, with an annual capac-
ity of 96 million units. The
manufactured products will
find applications in mobile
phones, set-top boxes, au-
tomobile applications, and
other electronic products.

Continental Device
(CDIL) will expand its dis-

New Delhi, June 24 (GNS):
India’s inflation rate based
on the Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI) eased further to
1.55 per cent in July this
year, compared to the same
month of the previous year,
as prices of food declined
during the month. This is
the lowest level of year-on-
year retail inflation since
June 2017, according to a
statement issued by the
Ministry of Statistics.
The retail inflation in July
was also lower by 55 basis
points than the 2.1 per cent
for the previous month of
June this year which was the
lowest level of retail infla-
tion since January, 2019.
Food Inflation in July this
year fell into the negative
zone at -1.76 per cent as
prices declined compared
to the same month of the
previous year. There was
a also decline of 75 basis
points in food inflation in
July, in comparison to June.
This is the lowest level of
food inflation since Janu-

ary 2019. The significant
decline in headline inflation
and food inflation during
July, 2025 is mainly attribut-
ed to favourable base effect
and to decline in inflation of
pulses, vegetables, cereals,
egg and sugar.

The inflation rate also fell
due to the decline in cost
of transport and communi-
cation and education. Be-
sides, there was a mild drop
in housing inflation dur-
ing the month. Meanwhile,
the Reserve Bank (RBI) has
pegged India’s CPI inflation
at 3.1 per cent for 2025-26

as the steady progress of the
monsoon and robust kharif
sowing are expected to keep
food prices in check.

RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra recently said,
“The inflation outlook for
2025-26 has become more
benign than expected in
June. Large favourable
base effects combined
with steady progress of
the southwest monsoon,
healthy kharif sowing, ad-
equate reservoir levels and
comfortable buffer stocks
of foodgrains have contrib-
uted to this moderation.”

New Delhi, June 24 (GNS):
The Reserve Bank of India
has, from time to time, un-
derscored the importance
of clear and accessible
communication between
banks and their customers,
stressing the need to use
the customer’s preferred
language, the Parliament
was informed on Tuesday.
"RBI's Master Circular
on Customer Service in
Banks states, inter alia,
that all customer-facing
materials at the branches
of Scheduled Commercial
Banks must be made avail-
able in Hindi, English, and
the concerned regional
language," Pankaj Chaud-
hary, Minister of State for
Finance, said in a written
reply in the Rajya Sabha.
Reinforcing this require-
ment, the RBI, through a
letter on September 30,
2024, reiterated that all
customer communica-
tions must invariably be
issued in a trilingual format
— Hindi, English, and the
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relevant regional language

to ensure transparency,
clarity, and convenience
for all, the Minister said
further. According to the
minister, all banks have
a robust board-approved
grievance redressal mecha-
nism in place to address
complaints. "Further, the
Reserve Bank — Integrated
Ombudsman Scheme (RB-
I10S), 2021, provides a cost-
free platform for redressal
of complaints against RBI-
regulated entities (REs)
in matters relating to de-
ficiency in service, if the
grievance is not redressed
or reply is not given by the
RE within the prescribed

timeline," Chaudhary said.
The government, through
the Centralised Public
Grievance Redress and
Monitoring System (CP-
GRAMS) portal, has had a
feedback call centre since
June 2022, to assess citizen
satisfaction after grievance
disposal, and the feedback
data gets forwarded to the
banks concerned for appro-
priate action, the Minister
informed. Further, RBI’s toll-
free Contact Centre (14448),
operational since November
2021, provides information
on the grievance redressal
mechanism, assistance in
filing complaints, and up-
dates on existing cases.

Finance Ministry issues corrigendum to
Income Tax Bill on advance tax interest

New Delhi, June 24 (GNS):
The Finance Ministry has
issued a corrigendum to
the Income Tax Bill, 2025,
clarifying the interest ap-
plicable on short payment
of advance tax. The amend-
ment specifies a 3 per cent
interest rate on such short-
falls, bringing the clause in
line with provisions under
the Income Tax Act, 1961.
The amendment specifies
a 3 per cent interest rate on
such shortfalls, bringing the
clause in line with provisions
under the existing act.

Under current rules, tax-
payers with an annual tax
liability of Rs 10,000 or more
are required to pay advance
tax in four instalments — on
June 15, September 15, De-
cember 15, and March 15.

If a shortfall in payment
occurs, even by a single day
beyond the quarterly due
date, interest is levied for a
minimum period of three
months. The Income Tax Bill,
2025 — passed by the Lok
Sabha on Monday — is set
to replace the 60-year-old

income tax law, with a focus

on simplification through
fewer chapters and reduced
wordage. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman tabled
the revised bill in the house
on Monday, following the
government’s decision to
withdraw the earlier draft
presented on February 13
this year. To avoid confusion
caused by multiple iterations,
that version was withdrawn
on August 8 after being sent
to a Parliamentary Select
Committee for review. All of
the authorised changes are
combined into a single up-
dated text in the revised bill.
Most of the 285 suggestions

made by the Select Commit-
tee, which was presided over
by BJP MP Baijayant Panda,
are included in the updated
draft. The key features of the
Income Tax Bill, 2025 include
the following: Companies
that have chosen the new re-
gime can also take advantage
of deductions under Section
80M of the 1961 Act (Clause
148 of the IT Bill, 2025).
Clause 93 of the 2025 bill pro-
vides deductions for family
member gratuities and com-
muted pensions.

Section 206 divides the
provisions of the Minimum
Alternate Tax (MAT) and
the Alternate Minimum Tax

(AMT)
tions. The AMT provisions

into two sub-sec-

only apply to non-corpora-
tions that have made deduc-
tion claims. LLPs with only
capital gains income are not
subject to AMT if there is
no claim for a deduction. In
clause 187, the word "profes-
sion" has been added after
"business" to allow profes-
sionals who earn more than
Rs 50 crore annually to use
the designated electronic
payment methods. With the
removal of Clause 263(1)(ix),
flexibility has been granted
to allow refund claims in
situations where the return

is not filed promptly.

Make in India hooster-
OnePlus to manufacture
premium tablets in country

New Delhi, June 24 (GNS): In
aboost for the 'Make in India'
initiative, global technology
brand OnePlus on Tuesday
announced a collaboration
with domestic electronic
firm Bhagwati Products Ltd
(BPL) to manufacture pre-
mium tablets. This strategic
partnership aligns with One-
Plus’ long-term vision for
India and its recent ‘Project
Starlight’ initiative aimed at
deepening local integration.

“As part of these efforts,
OnePlus is ramping up its
local manufacturing opera-
tions. In addition to produc-
ing smartphones in India, the
company has begun manu-
facturing its tablet products
at M/s BPLs facility based in
Greater Noida," the company
said in a statement.

Robin Liu, CEO, OnePlus
India said, "By localising tab-
let production, we are rein-
forcing our commitment to
India and creating meaning-
ful value for our user com-
munity. This partnership re-

flects our long-term vision to
innovate for India, invest in
India, and grow with India.”
The collaboration is a
boost to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s vision to make
India a global technology
hub and the country’s grow-
ing competitiveness in the
international market.
Alongside China and Viet-
nam, India is now a major
player in global electronics
manufacturing, with compa-
nies shifting production to
diversify supply chains. Vikas
Jain, Co-Founder, Bhagwati
Products Limited, said, “This
milestone not only marks the
addition of OnePlus to our
customer portfolio but also
the introduction of a new
form factor to our manufac-
turing expertise at our Great-
er Noida facility” India now
has 300 mobile manufac-
turing units, up from two in
2014. In FY14, 26 per cent of
mobile phones sold in India
were locally made, which has
surged to 99.2 per cent.

Indian pharma sector will not suffer any loss
due to Trump tariff: Former ICMR chief

New Delhi, June 24 (GNS):
The Indian pharma sector,
which supplies 80 per cent
of the world's generic medi-
cines, will not suffer any
loss due to tariffs imposed
by US President Donald
Trump, the ICMR's former
Director General, Dr N.K.
Ganguly said. The former
Indian Council for Medical
Research's (ICMR) remarks
came amid concerns over
the escalation of tariffs to
50 per cent on Indian goods
by Trump. "If any country in
the world increases tariffs,
it does not benefit them be-
cause the loss is suffered by
that country only. India is a
country that provides medi-
cines at cheap rates and also
exports them," Ganguly told.

The noted microbiologist
said that whether it is Eu-
rope or North America, the
prices of drugs are very high
in foreign countries.

And they do not make
generic drugs because it
requires manpower, a fac-
tory, etc., which are very ex-
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pensive. In such a situation,
generic drugs are imported
from other countries.

"As a result, India will not
suffer any loss due to this
(US) tariff. The loss will be
to those who have imposed
this tariff because India is a
country that provides medi-
cines at the cheapest rates,
and the maximum number
of drugs are manufactured
there," Ganguly told TANS.

India has also reduced the
tariff on life-saving drugs,
which are manufactured in
India, so that the countries
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that need them can easily
procure them.

Thus, "the country that
has increased the tariff will
suffer losses to its people
because they will get medi-
cines at higher rates", the
former ICMR chief said.

While the initial duty of 25
per cent on export of Indian
goods to the US came into
effect from August 7, the ad-
ditional levy will become ef-
fective from August 27.

Higher tariffs will make
Indian goods, such as
shrimps, organic chemicals,

carpets, apparel (both knit-
ted and woven), among oth-
ers, costly in the US market.
Ganguly said that the pric-
es of drugs are low in India
as the country follows a pric-
ing policy for drug manufac-
turing. "Many schemes are
also run by the government,
due to which people get
medicines at cheaper rates.
Apart from this, medicines
are also available at cheaper
rates at the government-run
pharmacy under the Prad-
han Mantri Jan Aushadhi Yo-
jana," the expert noted.

SEBI took action against 89 market
manipulators in FY25 with advanced tech

Mumbai, June 24 (GNS):
Markets regulator, the Secu-
rities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI), on Tuesday
revealed that it conducted
search and seizure opera-
tions involving 89 entities at
71 locations covering 18 cit-
ies across the country dur-
ing 2024-25. The inspec-
tions were launched on 24
mutual funds and their Reg-
istrar and Transfer Agents
(RTAs), plus 13 portfolio
managers, according to the
SEBI's Annual Report.

The off-site monitoring of
all mutual funds was pow-
ered by algorithm-based
alert systems. The SEBI’s
inspection drive included
312 stock brokers, 90 de-
pository participants, 51
merchant bankers, 56 RTAs,
207 investment advisers,
149 research analysts, eight
credit rating agencies, 11
debenture trustees, seven
designated depository par-
ticipants, seven custodians,
and three KYC registration
agencies. To strengthen its

surveillance and investiga-
tion capabilities, the SEBI
set up a lab in 2023- 24 with
cutting-edge technologies.

During 2024-25, it has
added multiple new data
sources and new data ana-
lytics tools in the lab.

"These tools have sig-
nificantly streamlined data
analysis, reduced time and
manual effort, and
proved accuracy in identify-
ing connections among en-
tities involved in violation
of securities market laws,"
according to the SEBI.

In order to combat market
abuse, a Market Intelligence
portal has been developed

im-

for market participants to
provide market intelligence
inputs pertaining to market
abuse. The portal has been
operational since May 2024.

An Enhanced Surveil-
lance Measures framework
has been extended to stocks
listed on the mainboard
and SME segments with
a market capitalisation of
less than Rs 1,000 crore. Ad-
dressing the abnormal price
movement in PSU stocks,
the major surveillance
frameworks have been ex-
tended to PSU stocks.

"To prevent the misuse of
client funds by intermediar-
ies, the direct pay-out of se-

curities to the client's demat
account was made manda-
tory. Framework to facilitate
safer participation of retail
investors in algorithmic
trading through brokers and
mandating qualified stock
brokers to offer ASBA-like
facility in secondary markets
were taken to ensure that re-
tail investors are protected,"
SEBI  Chairperson Tuhin
Kanta Pandey said. Regulat-
ed entities have been man-
dated to disassociate from
unregulated entities, which
provide advice/recommen-
dations/unverified claims
on return and performance.
Cautionary advisories
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CM Revanth urges Centre to Safeguard TG's Water Share in Tungabhadra Project

Hyderabad, June 24 (GNS):
Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on Wednes-
day urged the Centre to
ensure the state's right-
ful share of water from the
Tungabhadra project and
strengthen institutional
mechanisms for equitable
distribution among Telan-
gana, Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka.

Reviewing issues re-
lated to the Tungabhadra
project, the Rajolibanda
Diversion Scheme (RDS)
and inter-state river water
disputes, the Chief Minis-
ter said Telangana was en-
titled to 15.9 TMC of water
from the Tungabhadra river
but was currently receiv-

ing only about 5 to 6 TMC.
He noted that water from
the RDS was crucial for ir-
rigating 83,987 acres across
nearly 75 villages in Jogu-
lamba Gadwal district and
stressed the need to protect
the interests of farmers de-
pendent on the project.

Given the involvement of
three states, Revanth Reddy
proposed strengthening the
Tungabhadra Board under
the aegis of the Central Wa-
ter Commission (CWC) to
ensure effective coordina-
tion and equitable utilisa-
tion of water resources.

The Chief Minister also
expressed concern over
the safety of the RDS aya-
cut and directed officials to

identify and take up neces-
sary protective works on a
priority basis. Reviewing
the modernisation works
of the Rajolibanda Diver-
sion Canal, he noted that
Telangana had already de-
posited 59 crore towards

the project, but significant
portions of the work re-
mained incomplete.
Officials informed him
that works under Packages
3 and 4 had been com-
pleted, while those under
Packages 1 and 2 were yet

to commence.

Reddy said he would
raise the issue of the pend-
ing works during the meet-
ing of the Chief Ministers of
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh
and Karnataka convened by
the union Jal Shakti Minis-

ter on Thursday. Officials
also informed the Chief
Minister that heavy silt-
ation on the Telangana side
of the RDS was affecting
water diversion. Although
an expert committee had
recommended  desilting

measures in 2004, the rec-
ommendations were yet to
be implemented.

The meeting decided
to seek immediate inter-
vention from the Centre
and cooperation from the
Karnataka government, as
the affected silted area lies
within the neighbouring
state. Telangana will also
submit a representation
seeking implementation of
the expert committee's rec-
ommendations along with
desilting works. The Chief
Minister directed officials
to compare the findings of
the 2004 report with current
ground conditions and pre-
pare a comprehensive re-
port. He also asked them to

explore measures for maxi-
mising water utilisation
under the Tungabhadra Lift
Irrigation Scheme.

Further, Reddy ordered
enhancement of the ca-
pacity of the Mallammak-
unta Balancing Reservoir,
a key component of the
Thummilla project, and
directed officials to expe-
dite the works.

Irrigation Minister N. Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy, Govern-
ment Adviser Jitender Red-
dy, Irrigation Adviser Aditya
Nath Das, Irrigation Sec-
retary Rahul Bojja, Special
Chief Secretary (Energy)
Naveen Mittal and senior
irrigation officials attended
the review meeting.

Bhopal, June 24 (GNS):
Madhya Pradesh Congress
Committee Secretary Mo-
hammad Umar Qasmi has
submitted a memorandum
to the Chairman of the
High-Level Committee on
the proposed Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) in Madhya
Pradesh, expressing strong
objections and concerns re-
garding its implementation.

In the memorandum,
Qasmi, representing
members of the Muslim
community and religious
scholars from the Indore
division, stated that the
proposed UCC could ad-
versely affect the consti-
tutional rights guaranteed
under Articles 25 and 29
of the Indian Constitution.
He argued that these provi-

Congress Leader Submits Memorandum
Opposmg Proposed UCC in Madhya Pradesh

The memorandum put forward the following demands:
» The proposal to implement the Uniform Civil Code in
Madhya Pradesh should be withdrawn immediately.

» Constitutional protection should be ensured for the
personal laws and traditional rights of all religious
communities and tribal groups.

> Before drafting any such law, the government
should hold detailed consultations with religious

scholars, legal experts,
concerned stakeholders.

> Suggestions and objections received from citizens

should be made public
transparent process.

sions protect citizens' free-
dom to practice and prop-
agate their religion as well
as preserve their cultural
and religious traditions.
The memorandum em-
phasized that Muslim Per-
sonal Law has legal recog-
nition under the Muslim
Personal Law (Shariat)
Application Act, 1937, and
that personal laws form an
integral part of the religious
and cultural identity of var-
ious communities. It fur-
ther stated that any legisla-
tion affecting these rights
should be introduced only

social organizations, and

and considered through a

after extensive consulta-
tion and consensus-build-
ing among all stakeholders.
Qasmi expressed confi-
dence that the committee
would take a decision in ac-
cordance with the spirit of
the Constitution, religious
freedom, and India's tra-
dition of cultural diversity
and pluralism.

The memorandum was
submitted to the High-
Level Committee con-
stituted by the Madhya
Pradesh Government to
examine the proposed
Uniform Civil Code.

HYDRAA Removes Encroachments
To Save Government Land Pond

Hyderabad, June 24 (GNS):
Hyderabad Disaster Re-
sponse and Asset Protec-
tion Agency (HYDRAA)
saved government land
worth Rs.1,000 crore in IT
Corridor and a pond on the
city outskirts by removing
encroachments. The agen-
cy saved five acres of gov-
ernment land in Khanamet
village of Serilingampally
mandal of Rangareddy dis-
trict on Tuesday.

HYDRAA said some peo-
ple tried to acquire valuable
land in Survey No. 42 on the
way from Metal Charminar
to HITEX Exhibition Cen-
tre. Two temporary sheds
were built there and a room
was also constructed.

HYDRA received a com-
plaint from the revenue
department that a fencing
is being erected around the
land with iron sheets.

Serilingampally revenue
officials have been claim-
ing this land as their own
for many years and pre-
venting anyone from com-
ing there. HYDRAA entered
the scene on their request
and removed two tempo-
rary sheds, the constructed
room and the fencing. Af-
ter removing all encroach-
ments, HYDRAA fenced
around 5 acres of govern-
ment land. The agency also
erected HYDRAA boards

claiming it as government
land. The value of this land
is estimated to be around
Rs.1,000 crore.

In another operation,
HYDRAA removed en-
croachment in Marripalli
pond in Marripalli village
of Abdullahpurmet mandal
of Rangareddy district.

The agency said the en-
croacher set up RMC unit
on their patta land and
dumped the soil to en-
croach on the pond. He
also constructed sheds for
the workers to live within
the perimeter of the pond
FTL. He tried to encroach
five acres of land.

Acting on public com-
plaint, HYDRAA took up
investigation ~ with  the
authorities concerned at
the field level. It removed
the sheds on Tuesday and
erected fencing to ensure
FTL boundaries. It led the
way by providing opportu-
nities for farm work.

HYDRAA ordered the en-
croacher to remove the silt
dumped in the pond.

According to Hyderabad
Metropolitan Development

Authority (HMDA) records,

the total area of Marripalli
pond is 31.05 acres. HY-
DRAA has taken steps to
protect the water body.
HYDRAA said early this
month that it successfully
reclaimed and protected
public assets worth over Rs
1.10 lakh crore in less than
two years. It exuded confi-
dence of moving towards
the Rs 2 lakh crore protec-
tion milestone within the
next year. The agency said
that it reclaimed and pro-
tected lakes, nalas, parks,
government lands, and
blue-green resources.
These priceless public
assets, once under threat
from encroachments and
land-grabbing  activities,

have been safeguarded for
future generations, it said.

Ashraful Madarls High School Kamran PIayground Yakutpura

Hyderabad June 24 (GNS):
The 50-day Football Coach-
ing Camp conducted at
Ashraful Madaris  High
School, Kamran Playground,
Yakutpura, concluded suc-
cessfully. A certificate distri-
bution ceremony was held

on this occasion. The chief
guest, Mr. Aijaz Ali Qureshi,
Advocate, distributed certifi-
cates among the participants
who successfully completed
the training program. During
the camp, Mr. Mohd Muneer-
uddin Mohsin  (Football

Coach) and Mr. Mohd Sarwar

(Football Coach) provided
professional football training
and guidance to the children.
Addressing the gathering,
Mr. Aijaz Ali Qureshi high-
lighted the importance of
sports and physical activities

in building a healthy body,
strong character, and dis-
cipline among children. He
encouraged parents to moti-
vate their children to actively
participate in sports.
Football practice will con-
tinue daily from 6:00 AM

to 7:30 AM. Parents are re-

quested to send their chil-
dren regularly to Ashraful
Madaris High School, Kam-
ran Playground, Yakutpura,
so that they can further de-
velop their skills and talents
in football.

Indiramma houses to be sanctioned for every
eligible poor family: Jupally Krishna Rao

Nagarkurnool District , June
24 (GNS):Telangana Tour-
ism and Culture Minister Ju-
pally Krishna Rao said that
Indiramma houses would be
sanctioned to every eligible
poor family irrespective of
political affiliation. He was
speaking at the housewarm-
ing ceremonies of newly
constructed Indiramma
houses in Gantraopally and
Chennapuraopally villages
of Peddakothapally mandal
in Nagarkurnool district. On
the occasion, the Minister
distributed new clothes to
beneficiaries and conveyed
his best wishes. He expressed
hope that the families would
live happily and enjoy good
health and prosperity in their
new homes.

Addressing the gathering,
the Minister stated that de-
spite financial constraints,
the Congress government
sanctioned 4.5 lakh Indiram-
ma houses across the state in

the first phase at an estimat-
ed cost of 22,500 crore soon
after assuming office. He said
that 3,500 houses were allot-
ted to each Assembly constit-
uency. He further informed
that the government has
decided to take up construc-
tion of 2.5 lakh additional
houses in the second phase,
with 2,000 houses allocated
to each constituency.

The Minister emphasized
that houses are being pro-
vided to all eligible poor
families without discrimi-
nation based on caste, reli-
gion, community, or politi-

cal affiliation. He noted that
the government is spending
5 lakh for the construction
of each house. To accelerate
construction works, pay-
ments are being released to
beneficiaries in stages every
Monday, he said. The Min-
ister added that fulfilling
the dream of home owner-
ship for poor families re-
mains a key objective of the
state government, and that
the Indiramma Housing
Scheme is providing per-
manent housing security to
thousands of families across
Telangana.

Hyderabad Police Bust Investment
Trading Fraud, 6 Held

Hyderabad, June 24 (GNS):
The Cyber Crime Police
of Hyderabad arrested six
individuals in connection
with a Rs 1.22 crore invest-
ment trading fraud. In-
vestigations revealed the
operation of a network of
mule bank accounts used to
route cybercrime proceeds.
The accounts were alleg-
edly utilised for online trad-
ing and money laundering
activities.

The arrests mark a sig-
nificant step in disrupting
financial networks support-
ing cyber fraud, the police
said on Wednesday.

Three of the accused are
residents of Maharashtra,

while two are from Maha-
rashtra. The sixth accused is
from Andhra Pradesh.
According to police, in
January 2026, the victim, a
resident of Hyderabad, was
induced through a What-
SApp investment group
named ‘282 BARCLAYS
India High-Quality Stock
Trading Research Group.
He invested through fake
platforms = www.Barclays-
DailyTrading.com and app.
bulishmark.com after being
promised high returns and
IPO allotments. Initially, he
was allowed to withdraw Rs
1,05,000 to gain confidence.
Thereafter, he invested Rs
1,22,18,029.50 in 19 transac-

tions. The fraudsters falsely
displayed profits of Rs 15.69
crores and demanded an
additional Rs 35 lakhs for
the release of IPOs. Accord-
ing to V. Arvind Babu, Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Cyber Crimes, inves-
tigation revealed that one of
the key accused established
a company with the objec-
tive of opening high-value
current bank accounts and
subsequently sharing in-
ternet banking credentials
with third parties. These
accounts were utilised for
routing proceeds of cyber-
crime and collections gen-
erated through online Trad-
ing platforms.

Hyderabad, June 24 (GNS):
State Transport and BC
Welfare Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar directed officials
to work in coordination to
organize this year's Bonalu
festivities—which symbol-
ize Telangana's culture, tra-
ditions, beliefs, and spiritual
heritage—on a grand scale.
He noted that the state gov-
ernment has accorded high
priority to the Bonalu fes-
tival since the formation of
Telangana state.

He presided over a
high-level review meet-
ing on Wednesday at the
Dasarathi Auditorium
within the Dr. Marri Chan-
na Reddy Human Resource
Development Institute in
Jubilee Hills. The meeting,
attended by officials from
various departments, fo-
cused on arrangements
for the Bonalu festivities
scheduled from July 16 to
August 13 across Hyder-

Ponnam Reviews Grand
Bonalu Arrangements

abad, Ranga Reddy, and
Medchal-Malkajgiri  dis-
tricts under the aegis of the
Endowments Department.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister remarked
that Bonalu is not merely a
religious festival but a cul-
tural symbol reflecting the
soul of Telangana. He noted
that lakhs of devotees from
all corners of the state flock
to Hyderabad during the
month of Ashadham to visit
various temples and seek
the blessings of the God-
dess. He directed Endow-
ments Department officials
to ensure that every single
devotee gets the opportu-
nity to have a darshan of
the Goddess. It was noted
that the Hyderabad ad-
ministration possesses the
experience of successfully
organizing major religious
and cultural events such
as Bonalu, Ganesh Utsavs,
Ramzan, and Muharram.
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