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NTA clarifies Abu Dhabi NEET centre
issue, says candldates changed city

New Delhi, June 20 (GNS):
The National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA) on Saturday re-
sponded to the controversy
surrounding a NEET-UG
2026 candidate from Nag-
pur who was allotted an
examination centre in Abu
Dhabi, stating that its web-
activity records indicate
that the city change was
made through the candi-
date’s own registered login
during the correction win-
dow. However, the agency
added that despite the cir-
cumstances, it accepted the
aspirant’s request and pro-
cessed a change of exami-
nation centre.

NTA took to social me-
dia X’ and said, “Refer-
ence the issue with regard
to allotment of a centre in
Abu Dhabi to a candidate
in Nagpur, NTA would like
to state: Following the re-
scheduling of NEET (UG)
2026 to 21 June, the Nation-
al Testing Agency reopened
the examination-city cor-
rection window to assist

candidates.” The agency
highlighted that nearly 3.2
lakh candidates used the
correction facility and that
more than 99.5 per cent
were allotted their preferred
examination cities.
Addressing the Abu Dha-
bi query, the NTA stated,
“NTAs web-activity re-
cords indicate that the city
change in this case was
made through the candi-
date’s own registered login
during the open correction
window, with a consistent
single-user access pattern.”
The agency further said
that it received an informal
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request on the evening of
June 19 just 48 hours before
the examination to shift the
centre from Abu Dhabi to
Nagpur. “NTA personnel
immediately initiated the
change and contacted the
candidate’s father on 19th
evening itself to help them
complete the formal pro-
cess,” the statement said.
According to the NTA,
its records show that the
examination centre was
changed to Abu Dhabi once
using the candidate’s cre-
dentials and was previewed
twice thereafter. “NTA has
observed that on 3 occa-

sions, one - the centre was
changed to Abu Dhabi using
candidate’s credentials and
twice it was previewed that
the centre is Abu Dhabi. De-
spite that NTA has accorded
to aspirant’s request and the
change of centre was ac-
tioned. A “Student-First” Ap-
proach: The NTA's priority is
that no candidate misses the
examination over an admin-
istrative doubt,” it added.
The controversy emerged
after Abdullah Talib, a resi-
dent of Nagpur, was report-
edly allotted an examination
centre in Abu Dhabi, United
Arab Emirates, for the Re-
NEET UG 2026 examination
scheduled for June 21.

According to the family,
Abdullah had selected Nag-
pur, Wardha, and Bhandara
as his preferred examina-
tion cities while filling out
the application form. How-
ever, when the admit card
was issued, it displayed an
examination centre in Abu
Dhabi instead of any loca-
tion in Maharashtra.

India-UK FTA To Be Implemented From July 15; 9 Trade Pacts
Open Global Markets For Indian Goods: Piyush Goyal

Mumbai, June 20 (GNS):
In a comprehensive review
of the Narendra Modi-led
government’s 12-year ten-
ure, Union Minister for
Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal on Saturday
announced that the much-
anticipated  India-United
Kingdom (UK) Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) is set to be
implemented from July 15.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, Union Minister Goyal
emphasised that under
Prime Minister Modi’s lead-
ership, India has confidently
transitioned from a position
of potential to becoming
a self-reliant (Atmanirb-
har’) global power. State
Co-Media Chief Omprakash
Chauhan and State Spokes-
person Pankaj Modi were

also present at the briefing.
Union Minister Goyal noted
that despite severe global
disruptions over the last
twelve years — including
the Covid-19 pandemic and
the Russia-Ukraine war the
Prime Minister successfully
turned every crisis into an
economic opportunity.
“Under PM Modi’s stew-

ardship, India has signed
nine historic FTAs, unlock-
ing access to 38 developed
countries,” Piyush Goyal
said. “This has opened mas-
sive new markets, driven
employment, and created
trade avenues specifically
benefiting Indian entre-
preneurs, farmers, fisher-
men, and women business
owners.” He added that the
Prime Minister’s recent bi-
lateral discussions during
his visit to France, coupled
with the upcoming imple-
mentation of the India-UK
FTA onJuly 15, will yield ma-
jor positive outcomes for the
Indian economy in the im-
mediate future. Highlighting
the Prime Minister’s global
popularity, the Union Minis-
ter said that 33 nations have

conferred their highest civil-
ian honors upon PM Modi.
This includes several de-
veloped nations and coun-
tries with which India did
not historically share close
diplomatic ties. Closer to
home, Union Minister Goyal
reiterated that the admin-
istration’s core philosophy
remains the non-discrim-
inatory, last-mile delivery
of public welfare schemes,
heavily backed by transpar-
ent digital technology.

He highlighted several
massive milestones in social
security and infrastructure.

“More than 55 crore bank
accounts have been opened
under the Jan Dhan Yojana,
with women accounting for
more than 32 crore of these
accounts.

Union Minister for Defence, Shri Rajnath Singh in a group photograph during addresses troops at Eastern Air Command HQs in Shillong, in Meghalaya

Iran closes Strait of Hormuz again as
Israeli strlkes klll 16 in Lebanon

Tehran, June 20 (GNS): Tran
dealt two quick blows to the
interim agreement with the
United States on Saturday,
angered by Israel’s contin-
ued attacks in Lebanon, say-
ing it had closed the Strait of
Hormuz and also announc-
ing that while its negotiators
were going to Switzerland
for talks, not much is likely
to happen there.

Key mediator Pakistan,
meanwhile, said the tech-
nical-level talks will begin
on Sunday in Burgenstock,
Switzerland, with Qatari
mediators also participat-
ing. In Tehran’s first salvo,
Iran’s joint military com-
mand said the strait had
been closed, citing the Is-
raeli attacks and US “bad
faith” and “clear breach of
its commitments” by fail-
ing to end the war. Its state-
ment on state television
warned that “if the aggres-
sion continues, subsequent
steps have been planned.”

Shortly after that, the
state  broadcaster  an-
nounced that Iran’s negoti-
ating team was heading to
Switzerland “in the coming
minutes,” a trip that had
been originally planned
for Friday. Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmail Baga-
hei, however, signalled that

little might happen until
Iran feels the US is living up
to the deal.

“This trip is therefore
about demanding that the
other side fulfil its obliga-
tions,” he said, adding that
negotiations toward a final
agreement will begin only
once key commitments are
upheld. If they are not, he
said, “then the memoran-
dum of understanding as a
whole will be jeopardised.”
In Washington, Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance confirmed
on Saturday that the top US
negotiators -- Jared Kush-
ner and Steve Witkoff --
were already in Switzerland
and have been working
through technical details
of the anticipated negotia-
tions on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram. Vance told Fox News
that he expects to leave for
Switzerland “sometime the

next couple of days” but
acknowledged that “it’s al-
ways a delicate coordina-
tion dance.”Meanwhile,
the global economy braced
for more uncertainty. Ships
had begun transiting the
strait after the interim US-
Iran agreement was signed
earlier in the week, a mile-
stone that has left plenty of
questions unanswered.

Earlier on Saturday, Is-
raeli strikes on southern
Lebanon killed at least 16
people, including two chil-
dren, hours after reports
emerged of a ceasefire
agreement there. Seven
people remained trapped
under the rubble after the
strikes hit the southern city
of Nabatiyeh and nearby
villages, Lebanon’s National
News Agency said.

The death toll in the latest
war between Israel and He-

zbollah has now surpassed
4,000, Lebanon’s health
ministry later announced.
Mediators were scrambling
to halt the fighting between
Israel and the militant Hez-
bollah group after a heavy
exchange on Friday killed at
least 47 people in Lebanon
and four Israeli soldiers.

An Israeli military official
said Hezbollah had fired
more than 50 projectiles at
Israeli forces in southern
Lebanon overnight. The of-
ficial spoke anonymously
in line with regulations.
Israel’s army said it struck
dozens of Hezbollah targets
and militants in southern
Lebanon, including Hez-
bollah command centres.

On Friday, the Israeli am-
bassador to Washington,
Yechiel Leiter, said Israel
“remains firmly committed
to an immediate ceasefire”
if Hezbollah honours the
agreement and ceases hos-
tilities.

On Saturday, Hezbollah
said it had committed to
the ceasefire but blamed
Israel for violating it sev-
eral times Friday night. A
statement by the group’s
military wing said it would
abide by the ceasefire but
would also repel attacks by
Israeli troops.

CEC Gyanesh Kumar commends BLOs, superwsors in Jalpur for SIR |mplementat|on in Rajasthan

Jaipur, June 20 (GNS) Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar on
Saturday interacted with
Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
and Booth Level Officer
(BLO) supervisors at the
Jaipur Exhibition and Con-
vention Centre (JECC) in
the city's Sitapura area of
Rajasthan. Speaking on the
occasion, the CEC said that
the Election Commission
(EC) is steadfast in its com-
mitment to strengthening
democratic institutions,
adding that the national
poll body is continuously
working to improve the
electoral process and en-
sure greater efficiency and
reliability in election man-
agement. Later, CEC Kumar
spoke to the media, where
he started his address with

a traditional Rajasthani
greeting, "Khamma Ghani".

Speaking on the occasion,
the CEC said that every Indi-
an takes pride in being part
of the world's largest democ-
racy, which is also among
the most transparent and
capable democratic systems
globally. CEC Kumar em-
phasised that the credibility
of India's electoral system
is built on transparency and
continuous scrutiny at every
stage of the election process.

"Every resident of India feels
proud that our country is the
world's largest democracy. It
is also one of the most trans-
parent and capable democ-
racies," he said.

The Chief Election Com-
missioner noted that trans-
parency in India's electoral
process extends far beyond
the preparation of voter lists.
"The entire election process,
from electoral rolls to poll-
ing and counting, is subject
to concurrent audit and
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scrutiny by political parties,
candidates and other stake-
holders. Transparency is em-
bedded in every stage of the
electoral process," he said.
Highlighting India's
growing stature in the glob-
al democratic community,
CEC Kumar said the coun-
try's electoral framework
has earned international
recognition. "Looking at the
transparency and robust-
ness of the world's largest
democratic  organisation,

International Institute for
Democracy and Electoral
Assistance  (International
IDEA) has selected India as
its President for 2026. This
reflects the confidence the
global community has in
India's democratic insti-
tutions and electoral pro-
cesses," he added. During
the interaction, CEC Kumar
said that a detailed dialogue
was held on Saturday with
BLOs and BLO Supervisors
which discussed field-level

experiences, challenges and
best practices. "We interact-
ed directly with BLOs and
BLO Supervisors. There was
an open session of ques-
tions and answers. As one
election family, we shared
our expectations on behalf
of Election Commission
and listened to their experi-
ences," he added.

Appreciating the efforts of
grassroots election officials,
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner said, "The BLOs have
done commendable work
in strengthening the elec-
toral process via the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR). We
encouraged them to con-
tinue their dedicated efforts
and also replied to their
queries," he said and con-
cluded his speech by saying
"Jai Bharat, Jai Hind".
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India Targets Edible Oil Self-Reliance US Lawmakers Push Debate Over
Under RS 10,103 Crore Mission

Ashwani Mahajan

uch is said about
India  suffering
from hunger,

with the country ranking
105th out of 127 nations in
the Global Hunger Index.
But the truth is that today,
a large number of people in
India are suffering less from
wasting and more from the
problem of obesity.

This is why Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has ap-
pealed to the country’s peo-
ple to reduce their use of
edible oils by at least 10 per
cent. He has warned that
by 2050, 44 crore people in
India could be living with
obesity, which he described
as the root cause of many
diseases. Health experts
agree that obesity is linked
to many serious conditions,
including type-2 diabetes,
heart disease, cancer, and
stroke. In the five years be-
tween the National Family
Health Surveys of 2015-16
and 2020-21, the share of
women with obesity rose
from 20.6 to 24 per cent,
and among men from 18.9
to 22.9 per cent. In other
words, about one-fourth of
our population is suffering
from obesity.

The problem of obesity
is generally associated with
lifestyle, including lack of
physical activity and high
consumption of fat (par-
ticularly edible oils), sugar,
and salt. In the 1950s and
60s, India’s per capita con-
sumption of edible oil was
only 3.4 kg per year. Today,
it has increased to 19.4 kg.
This is much more than the

13 kg per person per year
recommended by the World
Health Organization, and
the Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research (ICMR) recom-
mendation of 12 kg.

It is worth noting that In-
dia’s population increased
from 36.1 crore in 1951 to
142.8 crore in 2023. During
this period, domestic pro-
duction of edible oils rose
from 13.8 lakh tonnes to
115.7 lakh tonnes.

But this only meets about
half of the demand, leading
to a sharp rise in imports—
from negligible levels in
1951 to 164.7 lakh metric
tonnes in 2022-23. When
combined with domestic
production, total availail-
ity of edible oils reached
278.7 lakh metric tonnes
in 2022-23. According to
my calculations, if nation-
al consumption of edible
oils stayed within ICMR’s
recommended limits, the

current level of domestic
production would be suf-
ficient to meet most of the
demand, and India’s import
requirement would fall to
just about 56.64 lakh metric
tonnes. To make the coun-
try self-reliant in edible oils
and reduce the burden on
imports, the Government
of India launched the Ed-
ible Oil Mission in October
2024. Under this scheme,
an expenditure of Rs 10,103
crore will be made, and
the production of primary
oilseeds has been targeted
to increase from 390 lakh
tonnes in 2022-23 to 697
lakh tonnes over the next
seven years. This is expect-
ed to reduce dependence
onimports. And if the Prime
Minister’s appeal to reduce
oil consumption is also ef-
fective, then imports will
decrease even more. At the
same time, consumption of
inferior oils will also reduce.

Currently, 67.4 per cent
of the edible oils produced
in India are obtained from
different primary oilseeds.
Among these, mustard oil
accounts for 33 percent of
the total, groundnut oil for
25.4 per cent, and soybean
oil for 19 per cent. The rest
is made up of 5.1 per cent
from coconut, 2.2 per cent
from palm, 11 per cent from
cotton seeds, 9.8 per cent
from rice husk, 3.1 percent
from solvent extraction of
oilseeds, and 1.4 percent
from forests and trees.

India’s traditional edible
oils are considered good
for health to a large extent.
But due to our dependence
on foreign countries, large
quantities of other oils—
often seen as harmful to
health—have become com-
mon in the Indian market.
Further, GM edible oils are
also being imported, violat-
ing food safety laws. Over-

all, 57 per cent of India’s
total consumption of edible
oils is fulfilled through im-
ports—59 per cent of which
comes from palm oil.

That palm oil is now
a major part of our food
chain is concerning. It can
potentially increase harm-
ful LDL cholesterol due
to its high saturated fat
content, which increases
the risk of heart disease,
obesity, and other health
problems. But because it
is cheap, its import is con-
stantly increasing. While
blending mustard oil has
been banned in India since
2021, allegations of adul-
teration regularly surface.
In this context, it would
also be appropriate to give
a rethink on the inclusion
of palm oil in the Edible Oil
Mission. The advice given
by Prime Minister Modi to
reduce the use of edible oils
in daily food is timely.

Railway Staff Shortage, Human

Error Raise Safety C

Karti P Chidambaram
ndian Railways is un-
quuivocally the back-
bone of the country’s
transportation network, re-
sponsible for carrying mil-
lions of passengers and vast
quantities of goods every
day. As one of the world’s
largest railway networks, it
plays an irreplaceable role
in India’s economic growth
by ensuring cheap mobility
for the masses and facilitat-
ing the transport of goods
vital for trade. Neverthe-
less, the past few years have
seen a worrying shift in
priorities—from necessary
infrastructural upgrades to
glitzy prestige projects.
This shift has eclipsed
glaring safety concerns and
operational deficits, which
have caused many acci-
dents and exposed suscep-
tibilities within the railway
system. Reports of rail acci-
dents overwhelm the news,
underscoring an escalat-
ing crisis. The rise in ac-
cidents indicates systemic
failures—maintenance ne-
glect, outdated infrastruc-
ture, and sluggish uptake
of new safety technologies.
Notorious crashes starkly
illustrate the extent of the
issue. The Balasore triple
train collision, in Odisha in
June 2023, caused 293 fa-
talities and left more than
1,100 injured. The Com-
mission of Railway Safety
(CRS) said in its report that
the tragedy happened due
to a signalling failure. The
North East Express derail-
ment in Bihar's Raghunath-
pur in October 2023 killed

four people and left 70 in-
jured. It was caused due to
a fault in the tracks. That
same month, signal failure
and human error led to a
collision between two pas-
senger trains in Andhra
Pradesh, killing 14 people
and injuring over 50.

In February last year, a
freight train ran without a
driver for more than 70 ki-
lometres from Jammu and
Kashmir to Punjab, reflect-
ing operational shortcom-
ings. Then in April, a Mum-
bai local train derailed,
affecting Harbour Line
services, another reflection
of infrastructure failure.
These accidents reflect the
pressing need for systemic
changes in Indian Railways.
Firstly, the chronic under-
funding of vital infrastruc-
ture and safety measures
has been a long-standing
issue. Safety-related works

in the railways are funded
through the Depreciation
Reserve Fund (DRF), the
Railway Safety Fund (RSF),
and the Rashtriya Rail San-
raksha Kosh (RRSK). The
DRE meant for the replace-
ment of assets, has been
adversely affected by poor
allocations, hindering the
modernisation of ageing
railway infrastructure. Ad-
ditionally, the RRSK—a
safety fund established in
2017-18—has faced irregu-
lar funding, with the 2025-
26 allocation being a mere
Rs 2,000 crore, far short of
what is required to upgrade
railway safety.

Another key concern is
the delay of the Kavach
safety system, the country’s
automatic train protection
system. To date, it has only
been deployed to 3,677
RKm of 68,000 RKm. Given
the rate at which it is pro-

 reoem —

ceeding, implementation
to completion will extend
beyond 50 years, compro-
mising the ability to gain
maximum dividends from
this all-important safety
innovation in the pre-emp-
tion of mishaps.

Moreover, human error
and shortage of workforces
worsen the situation. As
per an RTT reply, about 2.74
lakh posts were vacant in
Indian Railways as of June
2023, with over 1.7 of them
being safety-sensitive jobs
like signaling and track
maintenance. The short-
age of manpower has led
to longer working hours for
employees, which increas-
es the chances of errors
due to fatigue.

Additionally, the diver-
sion of funds has also in-
creased the inefficiency
of the railway network. A
Comptroller and Auditor

oncerns
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General (CAG) report sub-
mitted in 2022 revealed
that railway safety funds
were diverted to non-core
expenses like foot massag-
ers, crockery, and high-
end gadgets. Though the
government promises to
give importance to mod-
ernisation and expan-
sion of infrastructure, the
ground situation tells a
different story.

Track expansion has
been negligible, going up
merely by 23 per cent since
1950, while passenger traf-
fic has risen by a whopping
1,344 per cent. Additional-
ly, top priority vanity proj-
ects like the Vande Bharat
Express or the bullet train
project have attracted dis-
proportionate  attention
and investment, while crit-
ical sectors like track main-
tenance and safety have
attracted little investment.

Dual Citizenship, National Loyalty

early 7 million Americans have sworn allegiance to another country besides

the US, data shows. Some might brush off the issue of dual citizenship be-

cause it only impacts about 3 percent of America’s population. But compare
that with the No. 1 concern of many Americans today: the 11.7 million foreigners who
have entered the country and are living there illegally.

Why is the issue of illegal migration so much more of a concern for American political
leaders than the issue of swearing an oath of loyalty to a foreign country?

Both were in the news last week, but they were addressed very differently by both
politicians and by the mainstream news media.

Congress on Thursday passed President Donald Trump’s “One Big Beautiful Bill,”
which sets aside more than $170 billion for immigration and border enforcement.
However, the new law does not address the issue of dual citizenship. But this took cen-
ter stage at the White House the same day, when the president greeted Edan Alexander,
a dual American-Israeli citizen and soldier in the Israeli military who was held hostage
by Hamas after being captured during the Oct. 7, 2023, terrorist attack. Born and raised
in New Jersey, the 21-year-old moved to Israel in 2022, where he swore an oath of al-
legiance to Israel to gain citizenship. He then enlisted in the army and was serving as
a staff sergeant when he was captured. He was freed by Hamas in May in an apparent
goodwill gesture as part of negotiations to secure a ceasefire. During the White House
meeting, no mention was made of the fact that he had never served in the US military
to defend America.

Pro-Israel propaganda has extensively used Alexander’s US citizenship to fuel anti-
Arab sentiments. It asserts that Hamas and Palestinians generally are not just anti-Is-
rael, they are also anti-American. But the real question is, can someone who pledges
loyalty and patriotism to a foreign country truly be an American?

As a Palestinian American who served during the Vietnam War, whose brother served
in the US Marines and whose father and uncle served during the Second World War
fighting the Nazis, why is our loyalty questioned but not Alexander’s — a person who
has never served America but has served a foreign country?

Ironically, the loyalty of Americans of Arab heritage like myself — and especially
those who are Muslim — is often questioned, challenged and even used as a basis to
confront our expressions of concern for Israel’s war crimes and genocide in the Gaza
Strip over the past two years.

Arab and Muslim students protesting Israel’s Gaza war on college campuses have
been viciously attacked and accused of antisemitism. The US Justice Department has
launched efforts to expel them.

Most American politicians prefer to avoid the issue of dual citizenship, but they
pounce on false accusations of anti-Americanism by pro-Palestine students.

While pro-Israel propaganda has suppressed public debate over the treachery of a
person swearing dual national loyalties, the issue continues to force its way into pub-
lic debates. In March, Republican Rep. Thomas Massie introduced legislation — the
Dual Loyalty Disclosure Act — that, if it were to become law, would require Americans
who run for federal office to declare if they have citizenship of a foreign country. “Dual
citizens elected to the United States Congress should renounce citizenship in all other
countries,” said Rep. Massie. “At a minimum, they should disclose their citizenship in
other countries and abstain from votes specifically benefiting those countries. If we
are going to continue to allow members of Congress to acquire and retain citizenship
in other countries, they should at least be required to disclose to voters all countries of
which they consider themselves to be citizens." The bill is co-sponsored by, among oth-
ers, Reps. Andy Biggs, Marjorie Taylor Greene and Clay Higgins, all supporters of Trump
who have been vocal about opposing excessive foreign aid to all countries, including
Israel, and redirecting those funds to “American needs.” Dual citizenship is an issue of
patriotism for every nation. Why should people who enjoy citizenship and benefits in
one country be able to pledge their loyalty to another country and serve in its military?
It is an expression of that person’s lack of faith in the country in which they live. It is
like having a plan B: just in case things do not go well in one country, they can use their
dual citizenship to flee to another country and to be loyal to it instead. Dual citizenship
is a political contradiction that challenges the foundation of national loyalty. It should
be banned, not just in America but in every country around the world. The issue of
dual citizenship has resurfaced in political discussions in the United States, with crit-
ics questioning why it receives far less attention than illegal immigration. According to
reports, nearly seven million Americans hold citizenship in another country alongside
their US citizenship, sparking debates over national loyalty and patriotism.

The discussion intensified after the White House hosted Edan Alexander, a dual
American-Israeli citizen and Israeli soldier who was recently released by Hamas after
being captured during the October 7, 2023 attack. Critics argued that while his Ameri-
can identity was highlighted publicly, little attention was paid to the fact that he served
in a foreign military rather than the US armed forces.

The debate also comes amid growing political focus on immigration enforcement
under President Donald Trump. While Congress recently passed Trump’s “One Big
Beautiful Bill” allocating billions of dollars toward border security and immigration
control, the legislation did not address dual citizenship concerns. At the same time,
pro-Palestine student protesters in American universities have faced accusations of
anti-Americanism and antisemitism, prompting criticism from civil rights advocates.

Republican Congressman Thomas Massie recently introduced the “Dual Loyal-
ty Disclosure Act,” which would require federal candidates to disclose any foreign
citizenships. Supporters of the bill argue that elected representatives should open-
ly declare foreign allegiances, while opponents view dual citizenship as a personal
and legal matter rather than a threat to national loyalty. The debate over dual citi-
zenship reflects a broader conversation in the United States about identity, loyalty,
and national priorities. Supporters of tighter restrictions argue that public officials
and citizens with foreign affiliations should face greater transparency requirements,
especially when issues involving foreign governments arise. They believe national
interests must remain the primary consideration for those holding positions of influ-
ence. However, critics argue that dual citizenship is a legally recognized status held
by millions of Americans for various personal, family, and historical reasons. They say
citizenship in another country does not automatically indicate divided loyalty and
that military service, political views, or advocacy should be evaluated separately from
a person’s nationality status.As the US continues debates over immigration, foreign
policy, and national security, the question of how to balance individual rights with
concerns about allegiance remains a contentious issue. The discussion is likely to
continue as lawmakers, communities, and citizens examine what defines patriotism
in an increasingly interconnected world.
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India's export loss due to higher US
tarifis limited to 0.3 to 0.4 pC of GDP

New Delhi, June 20 (GNS)
The direct export loss from
the higher US tariffs an-
nounced on Indian exports
could be limited to around
0.3-0.4 per cent of its GDP
as the country’s largely
domestic-driven economy
and its relatively low share
of goods exports to the
US should provide some
cushion, according to a Ca-
reEdge Ratings report re-
leased on Friday. "Not only
is India’s overall export de-
pendence relatively low, but
its merchandise export ex-
posure to the US is also low
at around 2 per cent of GDP,
offering additional resil-
ience," the report contends.

Moreover, India’s services
exports remain outside the
scope of these tariffs and
should continue to support
the external sector, the re-
port states.

The report also projects
the current account deficit
(CAD) to remain manage-
able at 0.9 per cent of GDP
in FY26. Any diversification

in India’s oil imports away
from Russia is expected to
have a minimal impact on
India’s CAD, as the price dif-
ferential between Russian
Ural and the benchmark
Brent Crude has significant-
ly narrowed to around $3
per barrel from an average
of $20 per barrel in 2023.
India’s merchandise ex-
ports to the US stood at $87
billion in FY25. Electronic
goods accounted for the
largest share of exports at

17.6 per cent. This was fol-
lowed by pharma products
(11.8 per cent) and gems
&amp; jewellery (11.5 per
cent). The US accounts for
37 per cent of India’s total

electronic exports. Select
items from this sector have
been temporarily exempted
from the 25 per cent US
tariffs. Additionally, India’s
pharma exports to the US
(accounting for 35 per cent
of India’s total pharma ex-
ports) have also been ex-

?ﬂmﬁ“*

cluded from the tariffs, the
report states.

However, the overarching
risk of sector-specific tariff
action remains. India has
one of the highest numbers
of US FDA-approved man-
ufacturing facilities cater-
ing to the generic medicine
requirements of the US.
While tariff uncertainties
persist, the sector's funda-
mental competitive advan-
tages offer some resilience,
the report observes.

New Delhi, June 20 (GNS)
The government on Friday
said that a total of seven coal
blocks have been success-
fully auctioned, compris-
ing three fully explored and
four partially explored coal
blocks. These blocks are ex-
pected to generate an annu-
al revenue of approximately
Rs 719.90 crore (excluding
partially explored blocks),
likely to attract a capital
investment of around Rs
787.50 crore, and create
7,098 employment oppor-
tunities. The Coal Ministry
launched the 12th round of
coal block auctions for com-

27. In the forward auctions,
held from July 28 to July 31,

have been auctioned.

a combined geological re-
serve  of
1,761.49 million
The  cumulative

tonnes.

mercial mining on March

a total of seven coal blocks

These seven blocks hold
approximately
Peak
Rated Capacity (PRC) of

these blocks stands at 5.25
MTPA (excluding partially

explored coal blocks), ac-
cording to the ministry. The
auctions witnessed intense
competition, achieving an
average revenue share of
26.70 per cent, the official
statement added. Since the
inception of commercial
coal mining in 2020, a to-
tal of 131 coal blocks have
been auctioned success-
fully, with a production
capacity of 277.31 million
tonnes per year. Once op-
erationalised, these blocks
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7 coal blocks successfully auctioned in
12th round, to create 7,098 jobs: Centre

will immensely contribute
to enhancing domestic coal
production and to making
the country self-reliant in
the coal sector. Collectively,
these blocks are expected to
generate annual revenue of
Rs 39,359 crore, capital in-
vestment of Rs 41,597 crore
and provide employment
for 3,74,916 people in coal-
bearing regions.
Meanwhile, India’s total
coal production has already
crossed the 1 billion tonnes

(BT) mark in the financial
year 2024-25, and the coal
output of the country’s larg-
est company, Coal India
Limited (CIL), is targeted
to cross the 1 billion tonnes
mark by 2026-27. Coal In-
dia Ltd produced 781.07
million tonnes in 2024-25,
and the target for 2026-27
has been fixed at 1,004.00
billion tonnes. Most of the
country's coal requirement
is met through indigenous
production.

India’s textiles exports crossed
$37.75 billion i in 2024-25: Mmlster

New Delhi, June 20 (GNS)

India's overall exports of %

textiles &amp; apparel
surged past $37.75 billion
in 2024-25, which repre-
sented a 5 per cent increase
over the corresponding fig-
ure of 35.87 billion for the
previous financial year, the
Parliament was informed.
The government is imple-
menting several schemes to
enhance investments, gen-
erate employment opportu-
nities and boost exports in
the textile sector, Minister
of State for Textiles Pabitra
Margherita said in a written
reply in the Rajya Sabha.

It has approved seven
sites for the setting up of
PM MITRA Parks, one each
in Gujarat, Karnataka, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and
Uttar Pradesh.

Infrastructure works
worth Rs 1,197.33 crore for
providing external infra-
structure till the Park gates
have been started by vari-
ous state governments, and
an expenditure of Rs 291.61

crore has been incurred
so far, the minister said.
The government is also
implementing the National
Handloom Development
Programme and the Raw
Material Supply Scheme to
modernise and strengthen
the handloom sector and
for the welfare of handloom
workers across the country.

Under these schemes,
financial assistance is pro-
vided to eligible handloom
agencies and workers for
raw materials, procure-
ment of upgraded looms
&amp; accessories, solar
lighting units, construction
of worksheds, product di-
versification &amp; design

innovation, technical and
common infrastructure,
marketing of handloom
products in domestic/over-
seas markets, concessional
loans under weavers’ MU-
DRA scheme and social se-
curity, the minister said.
Besides, the government
is implementing the Sam-
arth scheme for capacity
building in the textiles sec-
tor. The scheme aims to
provide  demand-driven,
placement-oriented skilling
programmes to supplement
the efforts of the industry
in creating jobs in the or-
ganised textile and related
sectors, covering the entire

value chain of textiles.

GCCs in India projected to
reach over 2,200 by 2030

New Delhi, May 21 (UNI)
The number of Global Ca-
pability Centres (GCC) in In-
dia are expected to increase
from 1,700 to over 2,200 by
2030, areport said on Friday.
There will be a 25-30 per
cent increase in REIT asset
under management (AUM)
in the coming years due
to a wider range of asset
classes and a steady stream
of investable assets, said do-
mestic investment bank SBI
Capital Markets (SBICAPS)
in its report. Leasing for of-
fice spaces broke the previ-
ous record by 20 per cent in
CY24, with rents increasing
and vacancy decreasing.
Momentum continues in
CY25, with activity particu-
larly strong in Bengaluru,
Delhi-NCR, and Pune, ac-
cording to the report by in-
vestment banking arm of
State Bank of India (SBI).
GCC were the main de-
mand source, with multina-
tional firms using India for
core activities rather than
labour arbitrage. The report
predicted 1.3 times growth

for these facilities in the next
few years. Flex spaces saw 43
per cent YoY growth in leas-
ing in H1 CY25, recording
the highest ever leasing in a
six-month period ever.

"Formalisation of the sec-
tor, which started with RERA
and IBC has reached a cre-
scendo. These factors have
increased the thirst for funds.
Promoters have tapped into
the QIP route aggressively in
FY25 to raise equity," the re-
port mentioned.

Alternate investment
funds (AIFs) are increasingly
involved in the high-risk,
high-reward early stage of
land purchase and construc-
tion finance.

Real estate was their larg-
est investment sector in
CY25, roughly double the
next sector, the report said.
With several regulatory ac-
tions in favour of institu-
tional capital and sectoral
cashflows stabilising, the
trend of diverse fundrais-
ing (IPOs, AlFs, sovereign
wealth funds etc.) will con-
tinue, the report added.

India has 29,277 EV charging
stations, Karnataka leads: Mlmster

New Delhi, June 20 (GNS)
There are now a total of
29,277 electric vehicle (EV)
charging stations across the
country, the Parliament was
informed. Karnataka leads
with 6,097 EV charging sta-
tions, followed by Maha-
rashtra at 4,155 and Uttar
Pradesh at 2,326, Minister
of State for Steel and Heavy
Industries,  Bhupathiraju
Srinivasa Varma, told the
Lok Sabha in a written re-
ply. The Power Ministry
issued the 'Guidelines for
Installation and Operation
of Electric Vehicle Charg-
ing Infrastructure-2024', in
September last year, and
the 'Guidelines for Installa-
tion and Operation of Bat-
tery Swapping and Charg-
ing Stations', in January
this year, which lay down
standards and protocols for
developing a nationwide
network of electric vehicle
charging  infrastructure,
battery charging, and bat-
tery swapping stations.

“An allocation of Rs
2,000 crore has been made

under the PM E-DRIVE
Scheme to support the
"setting up of adequate
public charging infrastruc-
ture for various categories
of electric vehicles" on a
pan-India basis in con-
sultation with ministries,
states and other stake-
holders,” informed the
minister. The PM E-DRIVE
scheme was launched in
October 2024 to acceler-
ate the adoption of elec-
tric vehicles (EVs) through
demand incentives and
expand EV charging infra-
structure nationwide. The
Centre has allocated Rs
10,900 crore for subsidies
to EVs under this scheme.

When it comes to Tier-2

cities, there are as many as
4,625 EV charging stations
operational in the country
(as on April 1, 2025).

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has supported a total
of 18,84,905 electric vehi-
cles (EVs) under the Faster
Adoption and Manufactur-
ing of (Hybrid and) Electric
Vehicles in India (FAME
India) scheme till June 30
this year. Under the FAME-
II scheme, the government
supported 16,29,600 vehi-
cles. The FAME-II scheme
sanctioned a total of Rs
912.50 crore for the instal-
lation of 9,332 EV PCS, out
of which 8,885 EVPCS have
been installed (as on June
30), said Varma.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan Reviews Development in Raisen, Orders Strict Action
Against Fertiliser Black Marketing and Focus on Welfare Schemes

New Delhi, June 20 (GNS)
Union Minister for Agri-
culture and Rural Develop-
ment, Shri Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, visited his par-
liamentary  constituency
Vidisha yesterday, and held
a meeting of the District
Development Coordination
and Monitoring Commit-
tee (DISHA) in Raisen. The
meeting involved in-depth
discussions on public wel-
fare issues such as dead-
diction, black marketing of
fertilisers, counterfeit fertil-
isers, Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana, Lakh-
pati Didis under the Nation-
al Rural Livelihoods Mis-
sion, water infrastructure,
and the progress of the work
undertaken energy depart-
ment. “Selling fake fertiliser
is a grave sin — take strict ac-
tion against offenders”

The Union Minister ob-
tained scheme-wise infor-
mation during the review
of the agriculture depart-
ment’s work in the district.

He directed that strictest
action be taken against
people who are engaged
in black marketing or sell-
ing counterfeit fertilisers,
as it amounts to a grave
injustice against farmers.
He also inquired about the
procurement of ‘moong’
(green gram) and instructed
officials to inspect procure-
ment centers. “Focus on
public welfare and develop-
ment while working”

The Union Minister Shri
Chouhan urged public rep-

resentatives and officials
to make Raisen a model
district in terms of devel-
opment and welfare. He
directed them to tour their
respective areas and en-
sure that eligible individuals
who have not yet received
benefits under any scheme
are included at the earli-
est. Construction projects
should be completed on
time with intensive moni-
toring, the minister em-
phasised. “PM Awas install-
ments must be released on

time” While reviewing the
work of the PM Awas Yo-
jana (Gramin) — Awas Plus,
Shri Chouhan instructed
that the scheme should
be implemented in such a
way that beneficiaries re-
ceive their installments on
time. He stressed on ensur-
ing zero negligence in con-
struction works and called
for rigorous monitoring at
the district level to ensure
timely completion. In the
fiscal year 2024-25, as many
as 27,981 houses have been

approved across all Gram
Panchayats of the district
— 4,825 are complete, and
23,156 are under progress.

“Raisen district has 43,613
Lakhpati Didis”

Shivraj Singh Chouhan
reviewed the progress un-
der the National Rural Live-
lihoods Mission and asked
for a detailed count of Lakh-
pati Didis. He weighed on
the fact that more and more
women should be empow-
ered to become Lakhpati
Didis through a concrete

action plan. It has been said
that the district currently
has 43,613 Lakhpati Didjis.

main roads”

under the Pradhan Man-

“Connect every village to

During a review of roads

tri Gram Sadak Yojana, the
Minister directed that ev-
ery village be connected to
main roads, ensuring seam-
less rural connectivity and
improved access to services.
It was reported that under
the 2024-25 plan, 30 roads
covering 276.236 km have
been sanctioned, of which
28 roads have been com-
pleted. Similarly, of 13 sanc-
tioned bridges, 9 have been
completed. The meeting
also reviewed the work of
National Highways Author-
ity of India. “Agriculture of-
ficials must inspect crops in
the fields”

The Minister directed
agriculture officers to visit
fields regularly and advise
farmers about appropriate
pesticides in case of crop
diseases.

GST collections rise 7.5 pc

in July to RS

Mumbai, June 20 (GNS) In-
dia’s Goods and Services Tax
(GST) collections rose to Rs
1.96 lakh crore in July, up
7.5 per cent from the same
month of the previous year,
according to government
data released. The increase
was driven by higher rev-
enue from both domestic
transactions and imports,
reflecting steady economic
activity, though the growth
pace was slower than in re-
cent months. Between April
and July this year, gross GST
revenue stood at Rs 8.18 lakh
crore -- marking a 10.7 per
cent jump from Rs 7.39 lakh
crore in the same period of
2024.

In July, the totl gross GST
collection comprised Rs
35,470 crore from Central
GST, Rs 44,059 crore from
State GST, Rs 1,03,536 crore
from Integrated GST (in-
cluding Rs 51,626 crore from
imports), and Rs 12,670
crore from cess (includ-
ing Rs 1,086 crore from im-
ports). While July marked

1.96 laknh cr

the seventh consecutive
month  with collections
above Rs 1.8 lakh crore, the
figure was lower than the Rs
2.1 lakh crore average seen
in the first quarter of FY26.

GST receipts had hit a re-
cord Rs 2.37 lakh crore in
April before easing to Rs 2.01
lakh crore in May. After ad-
justing for refunds, the net
GST revenue for July stood at
Rs 1,68,588 crore, just 1.7 per
cent higher than Rs 1,65,800
crore a year ago. The mod-
est growth was due to a
sharp 66.8 per cent surge in
refunds, which touched Rs
27,147 crore for the month
compared to Rs 16,275 crore
in July 2024. For the April-
July period, net GST rev-
enue rose 8.4 per cent to Rs
7.11 lakh crore from Rs 6.56
lakh crore the previous year.
State-wise performance was
mixed. Smaller northeastern
states posted strong gains,
with Tripura leading at 41
per cent growth, followed
by Meghalaya (26 per cent),
Sikkim (23 per cent).
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Telangana SIR: Door-to-Door Voter
Roll Revision From June 25

Hyderabad, June 20
(GNS): Telangana Chief
Electoral Officer C Sudar-
shan Reddy on Saturday
said all arrangements
have been completed for
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
aimed at ensuring that
every eligible citizen is en-
rolled as a voter and ineli-
gible entries are removed
from the rolls.

Addressing a media
briefing at BRK Bhavan,
the CEO said Booth Level

Officers (BLOs) will begin
door-to-door distribution
of enumeration forms
from June 25 as part of the
SIR process. The exercise
will continue until July 24,
and there will be no exten-
sion of the deadline.
Sudarshan Reddy said
BLOs have been specially
trained to assist voters in
filling up the forms and
will visit every household
at least three times for dis-
tribution and collection of
the forms. He added that

Booth Level Agents (BLAs)
are also being trained to
support the process in

their respective polling
station areas.

The CEO informed that
voters can also submit
their enumeration forms
online through the Elec-
tion Commission’s por-
tal. He said extensive
awareness and publicity
campaigns are being con-
ducted across the state to
ensure maximum public
participation in the revi-

sion process. Appealing to
voters to cooperate with
BLOs during their visits,
Sudarshan Reddy empha-
sized that the Special In-
tensive Revision is being
undertaken by the Election
Commission of India to
improve the accuracy and
inclusiveness of the elec-
toral rolls. Additional Chief
Electoral Officer Vasam
Venkateswar Reddy, Joint
CEO M. Satyavani and
other senior officials were
present at the briefing.

Governor Shukia High

Hyderabad, June 20
(GNS):  Telangana Gov-
ernor Shiv Pratap Shukla
today said that yoga is not
merely a form of physical
exercise but a holistic way
of life that promotes har-
mony between the body,
mind and soul.

The Governor was speak-
ing after participating as
the Chief Guest at the 24-
hour countdown event or-
ganised at Parade Grounds,
Secunderabad, ahead of the
International Day of Yoga.
The programme was organ-
ised under the leadership of
union Minister for Coal and
Mines G. Kishan Reddy. Ad-
dressing the gathering, the
Governor said that in an era
marked by stress and fast-
paced lifestyles, yoga of-
fers inner peace, discipline
and positive energy. He ob-
served that yoga, a symbol
of India’s ancient wisdom
and spiritual heritage, has
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emerged as a global move-
ment for health and well-
being. Shukla lauded Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for playing a pivotal role in
securing worldwide recog-
nition for the International
Day of Yoga. He noted that
the United Nations General
Assembly, with the support
of 177 countries, adopted a
resolution in 2014 declar-
ing June 21 as the Interna-

tional Day of Yoga, making
it a matter of pride for every
Indian.The Governor said
that yoga, one of India’s

most treasured cultural
legacies, is today spread-
ing the message of physi-
cal fitness and mental bal-
ance across the world. He
called upon people to make
yoga an inseparable part of
their daily lives rather than
limiting it to a one-day cel-

lights Yoga's Role in Health and Harmony

ebration. Emphasising the
importance of a physically
and mentally strong citi-
zenry, he said that a healthy,
prosperous and self-reliant
India could be built only
when its people are em-
powered in both body and
mind. He urged citizens to
embrace the message of
“Yoga for Health, Yoga for
Balance and Yoga for Inner
Strength.”

Hyderabad, June 20 (GNS):
Telangana BC Welfare Min-
ister Ponnam Prabhakar on
Saturday said BC Welfare
hostels recorded an impres-
sive 96.05 per cent pass rate
in the SSC examinations
for 2025-26, surpassing the
state average of 95.15 per
cent. Reviewing the depart-
ment's performance at Praja
Bhavan, the Minister said
4,746 of the 4,941 students
who appeared for the ex-
aminations passed, while
285 hostels achieved 100 per
centresults and 641 students
secured over 500 marks. He
directed officials to improve
academic standards further
through special coaching,
mentoring and model ex-
aminations.

Ponnam announced that
students in BC Welfare hos-
tels would be provided with
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Students to get welcome kits: Minister Ponnam

a comprehensive "Welcome
Kit" containing uniforms,
notebooks, bedsheets, trunk
boxes, school bags, track-
suits, shoes, socks, blankets
and stationery items. He
also stressed student safety,

hygiene and nutrition, di-
recting officials to ensure
clean hostel premises, func-
tional RO plants and water
coolers, and the supply of
quality food as per the pre-
scribed menu.

The Minister instructed
officials to fill hostel vacan-
cies, conduct parent-teacher
meetings by the end of June,
expedite pending Kalyana
Lakshmi applications and
create awareness about wel-
fare schemes, including the
Centre's SEED programme.

He also said free coach-
ing for UPSC, Group Servic-
es, SSC, Banking and RRB
examinations is being pro-
vided through 12 BC Study
Circles across the state and
announced that a dedi-
cated Study Circle building
at Siddipet would be inau-
gurated soon. The review
meeting was attended by
Government Advisor V. Ha-
numantha Rao, BC Welfare
Commissioner ~ Balamay-
adevi and senior depart-
mental officials, an official
release said.

Bhatti Vikramarka calls healthcare key to true development

Hyderabad, June 20 (GNS):
Telangana Deputy Chief Min-
ister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
on Saturday said the health
of the people is the truest in-
dicator of development and
stressed the need to make
quality healthcare acces-
sible and affordable for all
sections of society. Address-
ing the India Health Sum-
mit as the chief guest, Bhatti
Vikramarka said healthcare
is not merely a government
responsibility but a basic
necessity for every citizen.
He noted that illness often
pushes families into financial
distress, wiping out savings
accumulated over a lifetime,
and emphasized that no poor
person should fear entering
a hospital because of treat-
ment costs.

Recalling the evolution
of India's public healthcare
system, the Deputy Chief
Minister said the founda-
tions were laid by succes-
sive governments through
initiatives such as the es-
tablishment of AIIMS, the
Integrated Child Develop-

ment Services (ICDS), the

Universal Immunization
Programme, the National
Rural Health Mission and
the ASHA worker network.
He also highlighted the
contribution of the Aaro-
gyasri  health insurance
scheme, stating that it pro-
vided confidence to poor
families by enabling access
to costly treatments for se-
rious ailments in corporate
hospitals. Bhatti Vikramarka
said advancements in medi-
cal technology, telemedi-
cine and digital healthcare
should not remain confined
to the corporate sector but
must reach the underprivi-

leged and marginalized sec-
tions of society. He stressed
that leadership in healthcare
is a responsibility and that
scientific innovation and
technology should serve or-
dinary citizens, particularly
the poor. Calling for a shift
in healthcare priorities, the
Deputy Chief Minister said
the system should evolve
from an "illness-care" model
focused on treatment to a
"wellness-care" model cen-
tred on disease prevention.
“Prevention is far more ef-
fective and affordable than
treatment after illness oc-
curs,” he observed.
Describing Telangana as

the emerging public health
capital of India, Bhatti Vi-
kramarka said the state gov-
ernment is strengthening
district hospitals, expanding
medical education institu-
tions and promoting nursing
and paramedical education.
He also underlined the im-
portance of public-private
partnerships in healthcare,
stating that such collabora-
tions should focus on de-
livering better services to
citizens rather than merely
generating profits.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter said Telangana is prepar-
ing to meet the healthcare
sector's future manpower
requirements through skill
development and capacity
building initiatives.

With Hyderabad's strong
pharmaceutical ecosystem,
Medical Devices Park, IT
talent pool and government
support, Telangana is well
positioned to emerge as a
global centre for medical
innovation, diagnostics and
digital healthcare solutions,
he added.

12 years of Modi Govt marked by welfare,

Hyderabad, June 20 (GNS):
: Rajya Sabha MP K Lax-
man on Saturday said the
last twelve years under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi have been
marked by inclusive devel-
opment, welfare-driven gov-
ernance, transparency and
rapid infrastructure growth
across the country.

Speaking at the 'VARTA'
media interaction  pro-
gramme organised by the
Press Information Bureau

(PIB) in Hyderabad, Dr Lax-
man highlighted flagship
schemes such as Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana, PM
SVANidhi, PM Mudra Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yo-
jana, Ayushman Bharat and
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana, stating that they
have transformed the lives of
crores of poor and margin-
alised citizens.

He said over 11 crore wom-
en have benefited from the
Ujjwala scheme, more than

81 crore people are receiving
free food grains, and tech-
nology-driven  governance
through the JAM (Jan Dhan-
Aadhaar-Mobile) framework
has ensured direct benefit
transfers, reducing corrup-
tion and eliminating middle-
men.He added that nearly 25
crore people have been lifted
out of poverty through tar-
geted welfare interventions.
Highlighting Telangana's
development, Dr Laxman
said the state has witnessed

the construction of nearly
5,000 kilometres of addi-
tional National Highways
over the past 12 years, taking
the total highway network
to around 10,000 kilometres,
with investments exceeding
Rs 1.20 lakh crore. He also
pointed to major railway
projects, including the rede-
velopment of Secunderabad
Railway Station, develop-
ment of the Cherlapalli Ter-
minal, establishment of a
railway manufacturing unit

KTR Slams Crop Procurement Policy,
Defends BRS Farmer Schemes

Hyderabad, June 20 (GNS):
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) Working President
K T Rama Rao on Satur-
day strongly criticised the
Telangana  government's
reported decision to limit
crop procurement, alleg-
ing that it would severely
impact farmers across the
state.Addressing a BRS gen-
eral body meeting in the
Boath constituency of Adi-
labad district, KTR claimed
that the state government
had decided to procure
crops only to the extent
permitted by the Centre,
leaving farmers to find buy-
ers for the remaining pro-
duce. He alleged that the

move would adversely af-
fect paddy growers as well
as farmers cultivating crops
such as jowar, Bengal gram,
red gram and soybeans.
Questioning the Con-
gress government, KTR said
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy had earlier promised
to procure "every grain"
produced by farmers and
accused the government of
backtracking on that assur-
ance. He urged farmers to
question Congress leaders
about procurement cen-
tres, bonus payments and
the alleged distress being
faced by the farming com-
munity. The BRS leader also
called upon both Congress

and BJP MPs from Telan-
gana to exert pressure on
the Centre to ensure crop
procurement.

He recalled that during
the tenure of former Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao, the state government
had protested before the
Centre and secured paddy
procurement despite initial
reluctance from the union
government. Highlight-
ing the BRS government's
record, KTR said schemes
such as Rythu Bandhu,
Rythu Bima, loan waivers,
irrigation projects and Mis-
sion Kakatiya had trans-
formed Telangana into a
leading agricultural state.

Hyderabad, June 20 (GNS):
The Telangana Department
of Heritage will launch
conservation and restora-
tion works at the historic
Buddhist heritage sites of
Phanigiri and Gajulabanda
in Suryapet district, with
a foundation stone laying
ceremony scheduled for
June 22.

The restoration pro-
gramme is being under-
taken as part of the state's
efforts to preserve and pro-
mote its rich cultural and
archaeological heritage, the
Heritage Department said in
a release here on Saturday.
The works are being funded
through the Corporate So-

cial Responsibility (CSR) ini-
tiative of TG GENCO (YTPS).
An amount of 1.60 crore
has been allocated for con-
servation works at Phani-
giri, while 23 lakh has been
sanctioned for restoration
and protection works at Ga-
julabanda. Minister for Pro-
hibition & Excise, Tourism,
Culture and Archaeology
Jupally Krishna Rao will lay
the foundation stone in the
presence of local MLA Man-
dula Samuel and other pub-
lic representatives. Phani-
giri, located in Nagaram
Mandal of Suryapet district,
is regarded as one of Telan-
gana's most important Bud-
dhist archaeological sites.

Telangana to restore Buddhist heritage
sites at Phanigiri, Gajulabanda

Historical evidence sug-
gests it served as a major
centre of both Hinayana
and Mahayana Buddhist
traditions and functioned as
a significant seat of learning
and monastic activity. Exca-
vations carried out since the
1940s have unearthed ma-
jor archaeological remains,
including a Mahastupa,
Chaitya halls, monastic
complexes, votive stupas,
sculptural panels depict-
ing episodes from the life
of Gautama Buddha, Jataka
stories, Brahmi inscriptions,
pottery, terracotta artefacts,
beads and coins from the
Satavahana and Tkshvaku
periods.

at Kazipet and rail connectiv-
ity expansion to Medak, Sid-
dipet and Komuravelli.

The BJP leader further not-
ed that Telangana has ben-
efited from multiple Vande
Bharat Express services and
proposed high-speed rail
corridors linking Hyderabad
with Bengaluru, Chennai
and Pune.

He also highlighted Central
support for new airports at
Mamnoor and Adilabad and
other infrastructure projects

transparency and development: K Laxman

aimed at boosting economic
growth. Senior journalist
Kasturi Raka Sudhakar Rao
stressed the importance of
direct communication be-
tween governments and
citizens, highlighting digital
platforms such as MyGov,
social media and the Prime
Minister's "Mann Ki Baat"
programme as effective tools
for public engagement. He
also cautioned against the
misuse of digital media for
spreading misinformation.
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