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Modi Govt has lost people’s trust, ‘failed’ on all fronts: Kharge

Centre’s revenue cr Rs 2.12 lakh cr in April, states’ share up at Rs 87,779 cr

KALABURAGI, Jun 1 (GNS): 
Launching a scathing at-
tack on the BJP-led central 
government over the rising 
fuel prices, Congress Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge 
on Monday claimed that 
they have lost the trust of 
the people who voted them 
to power. He also accused 
the government of “failing” 
on all fronts.

The AICC chief, however, 
did not wish to comment 
on discussions regarding 
new cabinet formation in 
the state under CM desig-

nate D K Shivakumar.
“Day-by-day Modi is in-

creasing the prices of gas, 
petrol, diesel and all other 
things. Probably, he has 
no concern for the coun-
try. The government led 
by him has lost the trust of 
the people who believed 
and voted them to pow-
er,” Kharge told reporters 
here According to him, PM 
Modi uses rhetoric to sway 
the public, but has “failed” 
to deliver tangible solu-
tions to pressing issues.

“He targets the opposi-

tion for everything, or ac-
cuses it of not cooperating 
in the country’s develop-
ment. While the opposi-
tion always thinks about 

the country and the people 
and is doing everything it 
can. All the programmes 
they (Modi government) 
have promised for people 
are failing,” he added.

Prices of commercial 
LPG – the one used in ho-
tels and restaurants – were 
on Monday hiked by Rs 
42 per 19-kg cylinder, but 
there was no change in the 
rates of cooking gas used 
in household kitchens. 
Pointing to the deprecia-
tion of Indian rupee and 
rising inflation, Kharge 

said the Centre is not 
concerned about the ris-
ing unemployment. “This 
Government has failed in 
everything. Only talk, they 
are not concerned about 
people, other than talks,” 
he added.

Kharge further alleged 
that the Centre's econom-
ic policies have placed an 
additional burden on or-
dinary citizens, particu-
larly farmers, labourers 
and middle-class families 
struggling with rising liv-
ing costs. 

New Delhi, Jun 1 (GNS):  
The Government of In-
dia has received 2,12,679 
crore, which represents 5.8 
per cent of the total receipts 
for the corresponding BE 
2026–27, for April this year. 
This comprises 1,78,492 
crore of tax revenue (Net 
to Centre), 24,293 crore of 
non-tax revenue, and 9,894 
crore of non-debt capital 
receipts on account of loan 
recoveries, according to a 
finance ministry statement 
issued on Monday.

The monthly review of 
the Centre’s accounts also 

shows that 87,779 crore 
has been transferred to 
State Governments as De-
volution of Share of Taxes 
by the Government of In-
dia during this period. This 
is 6,044 crore higher than 
the previous year.

Total expenditure in-
curred by the Government 
of India is 5,74,892 crore, 
which is 10.8 per cent of the 
corresponding BE 2026–27. 
Out of this, 3,85,151 crore 
is on the revenue account, 
and 1,89,831 crore is on 

the capital account. Of the 
total revenue expenditure, 
1,09,562 crore is on ac-
count of interest payments 
and 43,633 crore is on ac-
count of major subsidies.

The subsidy outgo is set 
to increase in the current fi-

nancial year due to the rise 
in the cost of petroleum 
products such as LPG and 
fertilisers because of the 
Middle East conflict and 
the choking of the Strait of 
Hormuz, through which 20 
per cent of the world’s ex-
ports of oil and gas transit 
during normal times. This 
is expected to increase the 
outgo on LPG subsidy for 
the poor and on fertiliser 
subsidy, which ensures 
that farmers are cushioned 
from the global cost rise in 
the use of crucial inputs for 
growing their crops.

PM SVANidhi transformed 
lives of countless street 

vendors: PM Modi

NEW DELHI, Jun 1 (GNS): 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday said 
the PM SVANidhi scheme 
supporting street vendors 
has transformed the lives 
of countless hawkers by 
ensuring access to collat-
eral-free credit, financial 
inclusion and new oppor-
tunities for growth. On the 
completion of six years of 
the scheme, he also said 
that PM SVANidhi is all 
about trust, dignity and 
empowerment.

“Today we mark #6Year-
sofPMSVANidhi, a scheme 
which has transformed the 
lives of countless street 
vendors by ensuring ac-
cess to collateral-free 
credit, financial inclusion 
and new opportunities for 
growth. This scheme is all 
about trust, dignity and 
empowerment. My best 
wishes to all beneficia-
ries whose determination 
and enterprise continue 
to strengthen our nation’s 
economy,” Modi said in 
a post on X. The Prime 
Minister Street Vendor’s 
AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM 
SVANidhi) is a central sec-

tor scheme supporting 
street vendors through af-
fordable working capital, 
financial inclusion and so-
cial protection measures.

The PM SVANidhi was 
launched during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic to pro-
vide affordable working 
capital loans to street ven-
dors whose businesses had 
been severely affected. As 
the first dedicated micro-
credit scheme for street 
vendors, who constituted 
a significant part of the 
informal workforce and 
often had limited access to 
formal credit, it aimed to 
support the growth of their 
businesses while promot-
ing financial inclusion.

The scheme was 
launched in June 2020. 
It is a joint responsibil-
ity of the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Af-
fairs (MoHUA) and the 
Department of Finan-
cial Services (DFS). More 
than 1.12 crore collateral-
free loans worth over Rs 
17,800 crore have been 
disbursed under the PM 
SVANidhi scheme since 
its launch in June 2020.

NEW DELHI, Jun 1 (GNS):  
The Supreme Court on Mon-
day refused to accept a plea 
seeking the conduct of the 
NEET-UG 2026 re-test on 
June 21 in computer-based 
test mode, saying the Na-
tional Testing Agency is al-
ready faced with too many 
problems.

A bench of Justices P S Nar-
asimha and Aravind Kumar, 
which posted the plea by 
RJD MP Sudhakar Singh and 
others for hearing on July 27, 
refused to order the conduct 
of the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (Under-
graduate), or NEET-UG, in 
computer-based test (CBT) 
mode instead of the existing 
pen-and-paper method. On 

(May 12), the National Test-
ing Agency (NTA) cancelled 
the NEET-UG held on May 3 
for medical admissions amid 
allegations of paper leak. 
The CBI is currently investi-
gating the matter, and a re-
test is scheduled for June 21. 
“There is no question of con-
ducting the re-examination 
in CBT mode. They (the NTA) 
are already having too many 
problems. The examination 
was cancelled, and now it is 
being re-conducted. Either 
we dismiss this petition now 
or after the vacation,” the 
bench told advocate Satyam 
Singh Rajput, appearing for 
the petitioners.

At the outset, Rajput said 
they are not pressing any 

other prayer but only one 
related to conducting the re-
test in CBT mode. The bench 
said that similar matters 
were earlier dismissed by the 
court. Rajput then submitted 
that the re-examination is 
being conducted physically, 
insisting that it be held in the 
CBT mode. Justice Narasim-
ha told the counsel to under-

stand the current pressure 
on the NTA. On May 29, the 
top court had observed that 
it should not disappoint the 
youngsters while stressing 
that the real problem relat-
ing to the medical entrance 
examination would not 
stop till “actual accountabil-
ity arises”. Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta had told the 

apex court that the govern-
ment was seriously con-
cerned about the concerns 
of the youths and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi was 
personally supervising the 
situation so that “there is no 
lacunae”. Mehta also said 
that some new mechanisms 
have been put in place for 
the NEET-UG retest on June 
21. The top court was hear-
ing a batch of pleas, includ-
ing one seeking a direction 
to replace or restructure the 
NTA with a robust and au-
tonomous body to conduct 
the medical entrance exami-
nation. An affidavit filed by 
the NTA in the matter said 
that it is all set to conduct 
the NEET-UG in CBT mode 

from next year instead of the 
pen and paper method after 
consulting the Centre.

After NEET-UG questions 
were allegedly leaked in 
2024, the top court had re-
fused to cancel the test but 
passed various directions 
aimed at tackling paper leaks 
and also a criterion for can-
celling public exams.

While hearing the pleas 
on May 25, the top court had 
termed it sad that the NTA 
did not learn lessons from 
the earlier NEET paper leak. 
It had sought responses from 
the Centre, NTA and the CBI 
on pleas seeking replace-
ment of the testing agency 
with a robust and autono-
mous body. 

SC refuses to accept plea to conduct NEET-UG retest in CBT mode

NEW DELHI, Jun 1 (GNS): 
Newly appointed Chief of 
Defence Staff (CDS) Gen-
eral N S Raja Subramani 
on Monday called on Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu at 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan 
here. The President’s of-
fice shared a picture of the 
meeting in a post on X.

“Chief of Defence Staff 

General N S Raja Subra-
mani along with his wife 
Smt. Mahalakshmi Sub-
ramani called on Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu 
at Rashtrapati Bhavan,” 
it said. Gen Subramani, 
widely known as an expert 
on Pakistan and China, on 
Sunday took charge as In-
dia’s new CDS. 

NEW DELHI, Jun 1 (GNS):   
India and Australia on 
Monday underscored the 
importance of freedom of 
navigation, overflight and 
unimpeded maritime trade 
amid disruptions in energy 
supply chains following the 
West Asia crisis as well as 
concerns over China’s in-
creasing assertiveness in 
the Indo-Pacific. These is-
sues figured prominently 
during wide-ranging talks 
between Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh and Austra-
lian Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Richard Marles in New 
Delhi. The two ministers 
affirmed the importance 
of enhancing cooperation 
with regional partners to 
help maintain a free, open, 

peaceful, stable and pros-
perous Indo-Pacific while 
emphasising the strategic 
importance of defence in-
dustrial collaboration and 
engagement between India 
and Australia.

Following the talks, Singh 
and Marles announced that 
the two countries would 
begin developing a Memo-
randum of Understanding 
regarding the provision of 

defence articles and de-
fence services as the next 
step in deepening defence 
industrial collaboration.

“The ministers discussed 
advancements in bilateral 
maritime security coopera-
tion and efforts to finalise 
the Joint Maritime Security 
Collaboration Roadmap,” a 
joint statement said. It said 
Singh and Marles agreed to 
progress the collaborative 

maritime domain aware-
ness activities by maritime 
patrol aircraft and explore 
opportunities to enhance 
undersea domain aware-
ness. “The ministers af-
firmed the importance of 
enhancing cooperation 
with regional partners to 
help maintain a free, open, 
peaceful, stable and pros-
perous IndoPacific,” ac-
cording to the statement.

CDS General N S Raja 
Subramani calls on President

India, Australia underscore maritime freedom 
and supply chain security in high-level talks
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PM Modi celebrates sporting breakthroughs, cultural heritage and citizens driving change

CJI Kant To Administer Oath 
To Five New SC Judges

Assam Rifles promotes heritage 
Conservation at Khongjom war memorial

Stabbing someone under the guise of 
friendship is unacceptable: CM Yogi

New Delhi, June 1 (GNS) 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday used 
the 134th edition of his 
monthly radio programme 
Mann Ki Baat to showcase 
India's growing sporting 
achievements, celebrate the 
preservation of its cultural 
heritage, promote scientific 
curiosity among youth, and 
highlight inspiring exam-
ples of citizens contributing 
to nation-building through 
grassroots initiatives.

Beginning the pro-
gramme with a focus on 
India's rising stature in ath-
letics, the Prime Minister 
lauded athletes who created 
new national records at the 
National Senior Athletics 
Federation Competition 
held in Ranchi, Jharkhand.

The event, which fea-

tured nearly 800 partici-
pants from across the coun-
try, witnessed four national 
records being broken.

paid special tribute to 
sprinters Gurindervir Singh 
and Animesh Kujur, whose 
performances in the men's 
100-metre race attracted 
national attention after the 
national record was shat-
tered three times in just two 
days. During an interaction 
with the athletes, the Prime 
Minister described their ri-
valry as a “jugalbandi” that 
had pushed both competi-
tors to achieve new heights.

“You both have achieved 
something remarkable. To-
gether, you have created 
history,” Modi said, noting 
that healthy competition 
and mutual encouragement 
had become the driving 

force behind their success.
Singh, an officer in the 

Indian Navy and currently 
India's fastest sprinter, re-
called his journey from a 
middle-class family to be-
coming the first Indian to 
run the 100 metres in under 
10.1 seconds. He said he 
was inspired by his father, 
a former volleyball player, 
to pursue sprinting despite 
widespread perceptions 
that Indians could not excel 
in the discipline.

“People used to tell me 
that the 100 metres was not 
an event for Indians. But 
my father and I decided we 
would prove them wrong,” 
Singh said.

Animesh Kujur, who hails 
from Chhattisgarh and now 
represents Odisha, spoke 
about his transition from 

football to athletics and his 
rise to international com-
petition. He said recent per-
formances had challenged 
long-standing assumptions 
about Indian sprinting.

“People often said Indi-

ans could not run below 
10 seconds or even 10.1 
seconds. But now we have 
shown that Indians can do 
it,” Kujur remarked.

Commending their ca-
maraderie, Modi said the 

athletes exemplified the 
true spirit of sportsmanship 
by motivating one another 
while striving for excel-
lence. “You challenge each 
other, help each other and 
move forward together. This 
is the true spirit of sports-
manship,” he said.

With several regions of 
the country experiencing 
severe heatwave condi-
tions, the Prime Minister 
urged citizens to take pre-
cautions and prioritise their 
well-being. He advised peo-
ple to remain hydrated, mi-
nimise exposure to the sun 
and follow official health 
advisories.

Highlighting India's tra-
ditional wisdom in deal-
ing with extreme summer 
temperatures, Modi spoke 
about a range of regional 

beverages including aam 
panna, lassi, chaas, sattu 
sherbet, kokum drinks, sol 
kadhi, panakam, neer mor 
and bel pana. He said these 
traditional refreshments re-
flected India's rich cultural 
heritage and close connec-
tion with local agriculture.

The Prime Minister also 
celebrated the country's 
love for mangoes, describ-
ing varieties such as Al-
phonso, Kesar, Dasheri, 
Langra, Chausa, Himsagar 
and Banganapalli as sym-
bols of India's diversity. He 
praised mango growers and 
noted that Indian mangoes 
were increasingly finding 
markets around the world.

Turning to cultural heri-
tage, Modi recalled his 
recent visit to the Nether-
lands, where ancient Chola-

era copper plates were for-
mally returned to India. He 
described the occasion as a 
matter of immense national 
pride and said the artefacts 
offered valuable insights 
into the reign of Rajen-
dra Chola I, the maritime 
achievements of the Chola 
Empire and its historical 
links with Southeast Asia.

“The rich history and cul-
ture of the Chola Empire are 
a matter of pride for every 
Indian,” he said.

The Prime Minister also 
referred to the discovery of 
rare copper plate inscrip-
tions in Chhattisgarh under 
the Gyan Bharatam initia-
tive, saying such findings 
help enrich understanding 
of India's ancient gover-
nance systems, culture and 
religious traditions.

New Delhi, June 1 (GNS)  
Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
Surya Kant is set to adminis-
ter the oath of office to five 
new judges of the Supreme 
Court on June 2, following 
the Centre’s approval of their 
elevation to the apex court.

According to a circular is-
sued by the Supreme Court 
Registry, the swearing-in 
ceremony of Justices Sheel 
Nagu, Shree Chandrashek-
har, Sanjeev Sachdeva, and 
Arun Palli, along with senior 
advocate V. Mohana, will be 
held at 10.30 a.m. on June 
2 in the Auditorium on the 
third floor of the Adminis-
trative Buildings Complex 
(ABC) of the Supreme Court.

The Registry has made 
special arrangements for 

the ceremony and notified 
officers, staff members, and 
coordinating agencies, in-
cluding the Supreme Court 
Security and the CPWD. In 
view of the event, parking of 
vehicles except those of Reg-
istrars will not be permitted 
in the Administrative Build-
ings Complex on the day of 
the ceremony.

Acting on the Supreme 
Court Collegium’s recom-
mendations, the Centre 
cleared the appointments 
of the four High Court Chief 
Justices and senior advocate 
Mohana as judges of the 
top court. Earlier in the day, 
Union Minister for Law and 
Justice Arjun Ram Meghwal, 
in a post on X, said that the 
President.

Imphal, June 1 (GNS): As-
sam Rifles undertook a 
series of initiatives to pro-
mote historical awareness 
and heritage conservation 
at the Khongjom War Me-
morial in Manipur’s Kak-
ching district, reaffirming 
the importance of preserv-
ing the state’s rich cultural 
and historical legacy, offi-
cials said on Monday.

A Defence spokesman 
said that as part of the 
initiative, Assam Rifles, in 
coordination with the dis-
trict administration, con-
ducted a joint review of the 
memorial to assess resto-
ration requirements and 
identify measures for its 
beautification and upkeep.

The review was followed 

by a Historical Awareness 
Programme, during which 
students were educated 
about the historic Battle 
of Khongjom of 1891, a 
defining chapter in Ma-
nipur’s history that sym-
bolises bravery, sacrifice, 
and patriotism. A total of 
114 students participated 
in the programme, in-
cluding 64 NCC cadets, 20 
students from Slopeland 

Higher Secondary School, 
Kakching, and 20 students 
from Assam Rifles Public 
School, Kakching. Through 
interactive sessions and 
discussions, the partici-
pants were sensitised to 
the significance of preserv-
ing the legacy of Manipuri 
warriors and understand-
ing the historical impor-
tance of the Khongjom War 
Memorial.

Bijnor, June 1 (GNS): Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Mon-
day strongly condemned 
the recent Ghaziabad in-
cident, saying, “Stabbing 
someone under the guise 
of friendship is complete-
ly unacceptable.”

He added that parents 
who fail to guide and dis-
cipline their children are 
making a serious mistake.

The Chief Minister’s re-
marks were made in the 
context of the recent mur-
der of 17-year-old Surya 
Chauhan in Ghaziabad’s 
Khoda area.

Referring to the inci-
dent, Yogi Adityanath 
said that crimes com-
mitted under the guise 

of friendship or personal 
relationships represent a 
grave betrayal of trust and 
would not be tolerated 
under any circumstanc-
es. Issuing a stern warn-
ing, he said there would 
be zero leniency towards 
those involved in such of-
fences. He also cautioned 
parents against shield-
ing children engaged in 

criminal activities, urging 
them to take responsibil-
ity for correcting their be-
haviour rather than pro-
tecting them from the law.

The case had sparked 
widespread public out-
rage. Subsequently, the 
main accused, Asad, was 
killed in a police encoun-
ter in Ghaziabad. Au-
thorities have also initi-
ated proceedings against 
properties linked to the 
accused as part of the on-
going action in the case. 
Addressing a gathering in 
Bijnor, the Chief Minister 
also responded to recent 
remarks by some Maula-
vis and Maulanas regard-
ing declaring the cow the 
national animal.

Indian Railways Freight Rises To 145 MT In April-May Despite Global Headwinds
New Delhil, June 1 (GNS):   
Indian Railways maintained 
freight growth momentum 
in the first two months of FY 
2026–27, loading 145 mil-
lion tonnes of freight up to 
May 2026. This marked an 
increase of 1.3 per cent over 
the same period last year, 
despite challenges arising 
from the West Asia conflict, 
which impacted logistics 
and supply chains, accord-
ing to an official statement 
issued on Monday.

The growth was led by 
strong performance in iron 
ore, steel, fertilisers, and 
the Balance Other Goods 
segment. Indian Railways 
remained focused on en-
suring the uninterrupted 
movement of essential com-
modities across the country 
through continuous opera-

tional monitoring and effi-
cient asset utilisation.

On the passenger front, In-
dian Railways carried over 61 
crore passengers during May 
2026, compared to around 59 
crore passengers in the cor-
responding period last year. 
The growth was primarily 
driven by the non-suburban 
segment, which recorded a 
7.4 per cent increase, with 
passenger numbers rising 
from 28 crore to 30 crore. 
This reflects the continued 
preference for rail travel for 
both short and long-distance 
journeys across the country.

Among major commodi-
ties, the Balance Other 
Goods segment registered 
robust growth of 16 per 
cent, while iron ore loading 
increased by 4.8 per cent 
and pig iron & finished steel 

loading grew by 3.5 per cent 
over the corresponding pe-
riod of the previous year. 
Loading of fertilisers also 
recorded a healthy growth 

of 6.2 per cent. Coal, which 
continues to account for 
the largest share of railway 
freight traffic, maintained 
steady growth, with loading 

increasing by nearly 1 per 
cent over the previous year. 
To meet the thermal power 
plants’ requirements and 
ensure energy security, In-

dian Railways accorded pri-
ority to coal movement and 
closely monitored its transit 
across the network.

Indian Railways has also 
intensified monitoring of 
both domestic and EXIM 
container traffic to facilitate 
seamless freight movement 
and support economic activi-
ty across regions. These mea-
sures have helped sustain 
freight growth and maintain 
supply chain efficiency under 
challenging circumstances. 
To cater to the seasonal surge 

in travel demand, Indian 
Railways operated a large 
number of summer special 
trains across various routes. 
Passenger convenience has 
also been enhanced through 
the continued expansion of 
modern train services. The 
national transporter is cur-
rently operating 164 Vande 
Bharat services, includ-
ing the recently introduced 
Sleeper Vande Bharat service 
between Howrah and Ka-
makhya, while the number 
of Amrit Bharat services has 

reached 68, with three new 
services inaugurated during 
May 2026, the statement said.

With sustained growth in 
freight loading, strong per-
formance across key com-
modity segments, and ris-
ing passenger patronage, 
Indian Railways continues 
to strengthen its role as the 
backbone of the nation’s 
transportation network, fa-
cilitating economic activ-
ity and connecting people 
across the country, the state-
ment added.

Poor Families Getting LPG At Half Th e Market 
Price Under Ujjwala As Govt Ups Subsidy

Iran trying to reverse result of military confrontation, 
will continue to face pressure: Israeli Ambassador

New Delhil, June 1 (GNS):  
While the market price of 
LPG has shot up to Rs 1,200 
per cylinder in the global 
market, the Ujjwala house-
holds are still being supplied 
the gas at Rs 613 per 14.2 kg 
cylinder, as the government 
is footing a subsidy of Rs 587 
per cylinder, a senior petro-
leum ministry official said.

In effect, the Ujjwala 
households are paying only 
half the market price for the 
gas while the government is 
bearing the cost of the rest 
by providing a subsidy to 
protect them from the price 
rise triggered by the Iran 
war, he added. The under-
recovery of the oil marketing 
companies in 2024-25 was 
at Rs 41,338 crore in 2024-

25, which has shot up to Rs 
60,000 crore in 2025-26 due 
to the price spike triggered 
by the Middle East conflict, 
according to official figures.

The Government has paid 
a subsidy of Rs 30,000 crore 
on LPG during the 2025-26 
to shield domestic consum-
ers. The price of LPG in In-
dia is also much lower than 

in neighbouring countries. 
While general households 
are paying Rs 913 per LPG 
cylinder and those under 
the Ujjwala scheme are pay-
ing Rs 613, in Sri Lanka, the 
families have to shell out Rs 
1,241 per cylinder for cook-
ing gas, while in Nepal, the 
price is Rs 1,207 and in Paki-
stan, Rs 1,046 per cylinder.

“The price of the commer-
cial cylinder is revised every 
month because its cost is a 
direct pass-through of the 
international benchmark. 
The domestic cylinder is 
not. That is the protection,” 
the official observed.

Meanwhile, the supply of 
domestic LPG in the coun-
try remains normal as about 
1.22 crore LPG cylinders 
were delivered to house-
holds against bookings of 
around 1.21 crore cylinders 
during the last 3 days, ac-
cording to the latest update 
of the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas. Online LPG 
cylinder bookings increased 
to about 99 per cent on 
Thursday, while delivery Au-
thentication Code.

New Delhil, June 1 (GNS):   
Israel’s Ambassador to 
India, Reuven Azar, on 
Monday said that Iran will 
continue facing pressure, 
including through the na-
val blockade, until it agrees 
to the terms that the United 
States has put forward.

“We have to be stubborn 
because Iranians are try-
ing to reverse the result of 
this military confrontation. 
They have been defeated… 
They must renounce the 
two existential threats they 
built against Israel and the 
region and the US President 
is being stubborn about it. 
I don’t think he is going to 
renounce his goals and Iran 
will continue facing pres-
sure, including through 

the naval blockade, until 
it agrees to the terms that 
the United States has put 
forward,” Azar told IANS 
in an interview. The Israeli 
diplomat stated that there 
is a “very clear demand” to 
eliminate the military nu-
clear programme and “suf-
ficient military pressure” 
has already been applied on 
Iran to renounce it.

“There is a very clear de-
mand to eliminate the mili-
tary nuclear programme. 
I think the Iranian regime 
has finally realised that be-
ing stubborn on this issue, 
as well as on their intentions 
to annihilate the state of Is-
rael and create havoc in the 
region, is not paying off,” 
said Azar. He highlighted the 

growing geopolitical align-
ments in the region “as a 
result of the threat” that the 
Iranian regime has been pos-
ing over the last few decades.

“You can see that there is 
a common interest among 
countries in the region, Is-
rael, its neighbouring coun-
tries that are part of the Cir-
cle of Peace, Egypt, Jordan, 
the Abraham Accords coun-
tries, and more countries 
that are concerned about 
these threats. They are in-
terested in removing these 
threats and are working 
behind the scenes with the 
United States to ensure that 
these threats are no longer 
emanating against them. 
We are working diligently 
on both the security and 

economic fronts to bring 
prosperity to this region.”

The Israeli Ambassador 
made it clear that both Isra-
el and the US stand ready to 
take “further action” if Iran 
does not abandon its mili-
tary nuclear goals.

“Whoever wants to act 
according to the law must 
respect the law. We have 
seen for decades the Iranian 
regime deceiving the inter-
national community and 
not meeting its legal com-
mitments under the NPT 
framework and the IAEA. 
The IAEA has repeatedly 
issued reports stating that 
Iran is not in compliance. 
So, whoever wants to enjoy 
legal rights must respect the 
regime it is part of.

Indian Railways has also intensifi ed monitoring of both 
domesƟ c and EXIM container traffi  c to facilitate seam-
less freight movement and support economic acƟ vity 
across regions. These measures have helped sustain 

freight growth and maintain supply chain effi  ciency un-
der challenging circumstances.
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New Delhi, June 1 (GNS)
As Apple ramps up its In-
dia manufacturing plans, 
iPhone exports from the 
country to the US surged 76 
per cent (year-on-year) in 
April, according to a new re-
port.  According to latest es-
timates by market research 
firm Omdia, nearly 3 million 
‘India-made’ iPhones were 
shipped to the US in April.

In comparison, iPhone 
shipments from China 
plummeted by a massive 76 
per cent to just 900,000 units.

This marks the first time 
India has consistently out-
paced China in supplying 
iPhones to the American 
market, according to a report 
by CNBC, citing the data.

“Apple has been prepar-
ing for this kind of trade dis-
ruption for years. The April 
spike likely reflects strategic 
stockpiling ahead of tariff 
hikes,” Le Xuan Chiew, re-
search manager at Omdia, 
was quoted as saying in the 
report. The demand in the 
US for iPhones is around 20 

million per quarter at the 
moment. A ‘Made in US’ 
Apple iPhone can cost a 
whopping $3,500 (more than 
Rs 2,98,000) in absence of a 
fully-integrated supply chain 
in the country.

Dan Ives, global head of 
technology research at Wed-
bush Securities, told the 
CNN recently that the idea 
of fully domestic iPhone 
production is a “fictional 
tale.” Ives also warned that 
replicating Apple’s complex 
Asian supply chain in the 
US would result in massive 
cost increases. Moreover, 

it would take Apple at least 
three years and a massive 
$30 billion just to shift 10 per 
cent of its supply chain to 
the US, according to market 
watchers. Apple CEO Tim 
Cook said during the com-
pany’s latest quarterly earn-
ings call that “the majority” 
of iPhones shipped to the US 
for the June quarter will come 
from India. US President Don-
ald Trump has threatened a 
50 per cent tax on all imports 
from the European Union as 
well a 25 per cent tariff on Ap-
ple products unless iPhones 
are made in the US.

New Delhi, June 1 (GNS) The 
Telecom Regulatory Authori-
ty of India (TRAI) on Wednes-
day released a consultation 
paper on the assignment 
of the microwave spectrum 
in 6 GHz (lower), 7 GHz, 13 
GHz, 15 GHz, 18 GHz, 21 GHz 
Bands, E-Band and V-Band.  
TRAI has now invited written 
comments from stakeholders 
on the consultation paper, 
which has been placed on the 
regulator’s website (www.trai.
gov.in), by June 25 and coun-
ter-comments by July 9.

The consultation paper has 
been issued in response to 
the request from the Depart-
ment of Telecommunications 
(DoT) to provide recom-
mendations under the TRAI 
Act, 1997, on issues such as 
the demand assessment and 
scope of service/ usage for 
spectrum in these bands, and 
the methodology of assign-
ment of spectrum and asso-
ciated terms and conditions, 
in line with the determina-
tion of scope of services/ us-

ages by TRAI, i.e., "Access" 
or "Backhaul" or "Integrated 
Access &amp; Backhaul," the 
official statement said.

Spectrum charges and re-
lated terms and conditions, 
such as spectrum cap, carrier 
aggregation for assignment of 
spectrum in these bands for 
backhaul purposes of com-
mercial telecom services, are 
another issue that has been 
covered in the consultation 
paper. DoT also sought TRAI 
recommendations on the 
quantum of spectrum.

 to be earmarked for last-

New Delhi,June 1 (GNS)
Microsoft and Yotta Data 
Services, India’s leading 
sovereign cloud infrastruc-
ture and platform services 
provider, on Wednesday 
partnered to accelerate 
artificial intelligence (AI) 
adoption in India.  The 
partnership enables Mi-
crosoft and Yotta to en-
gage with IndiaAI Mission 
participants, government 
agencies, IITs, startups, 
enterprises, and software 
development companies 
to leapfrog AI innovation. 
Microsoft said it would 
bring its AzureAI services 
to Shakti Cloud, Yotta’s AI 
cloud platform, to offer 
cutting-edge AI capabili-
ties to developers, start-
ups, enterprises, and pub-
lic sector organisations 
across India.

“Our partnership with 
Yotta to power Shakti 
Cloud will help unlock AI 
innovation at scale. Mi-
crosoft is honoured to 
play its part in helping the 

country realise its AI ambi-
tions through innovation 
that reflect India’s unique 
needs and priorities,” said 
Puneet Chandok, Presi-
dent, Microsoft India and 
South Asia. India is already 
among the top global mar-
kets on AI adoption and 
return on investment. To-
gether with Yotta, we will 
continue to help India be-
come an AI-first nation, se-
curely and responsibly, he 
added. As of May, IndiaAI 
Mission has received over 
500 proposals for develop-
ing indigenous AI models.

Shakti Cloud customers 

will benefit from a rich eco-
system and vast catalogue 
of foundational LLMs and 
SLMs available on Azure 
AI Foundry to develop, de-
ploy and scale at the speed 
of AI. Built-in safety tools, 
content filters, ground-
edness detection, and 
copyright protection will 
empower organisations to 
build and scale AI respon-
sibly. As a global provider 
of software, infrastructure, 
and cloud services, Mi-
crosoft runs on trust and 
enables trustworthy AI by 
prioritising security, pri-
vacy, and safety.

New Delhi, June 1 (GNS)
The Union Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, on Wednesday 
approved the continuation 
of the interest subvention 
component under the modi-
fied interest subvention 
scheme (MISS) for loans to 
farmers during the finan-
cial year 2025-26, and ap-
proved the required fund 
arrangements, according to 
an official statement issued 
after the meeting.  MISS 
is a Central sector scheme 
aimed at ensuring the avail-
ability of short-term credit 
to farmers at an affordable 
interest rate through Kisan 
credit cards (KCC). Under 
the scheme, farmers receive 
short-term loans of up to Rs 
3 lakh through kisan credit 
cards at a subsidised inter-
est rate of 7 per cent with 1.5 
per cent interest subvention 
provided to eligible lending 
institutions.

Additionally, farmers re-
paying loans promptly are 
eligible for an incentive of 
up to 3 per cent as a prompt 

repayment incentive, effec-
tively reducing their interest 
rate on KCC loans to 4 per 
cent. For loans taken exclu-
sively for animal husbandry 
or fisheries, the interest ben-
efit is applicable up to Rs 2 
lakh. No changes have been 
proposed in the structure 
or other components of the 
scheme, according to an of-
ficial statement.

There are more than 7.75 
crore KCC accounts in the 
country. The continuation 
of this support is critical to 
sustaining the flow of insti-
tutional credit to agriculture, 
which is vital for enhancing 
productivity and ensuring 
financial inclusion for small 

and marginal farmers.
Institutional credit dis-

bursement through KCC has 
increased from Rs 4.26 lakh 
crore in 2014 to Rs 10.05 lakh 
crore by December 2024. 
Overall agricultural credit 
flow also rose from Rs 7.3 
lakh crore in FY 2013-14 to 
Rs 25.49 lakh crore in FY 
2023-24, the statement said.

Digital reforms such as the 
launch of the Kisan Rin Por-
tal in August 2023 have en-
hanced transparency and ef-
ficiency in claim processing. 
Given the current lending 
cost trends, median MCLR 
and repo rate movements, 
retaining the interest sub-
vention rate at 1.5 per cent.

New Delhi, June 1 (GNS)  The 
Supreme Court on Wednes-
day upheld the delisting of 
ICICI Securities from the 
stock exchanges, rejecting a 
plea by an individual inves-
tor who challenged the share 
valuation process as being 
unfair.  The investor, Manu 
Rishi Gupta, had questioned 
the delisting on the ground 
that a reverse book build-
ing mechanism might have 
resulted in a better price for 
shareholders.

ICICI Securities was del-
isted in March last year, and 
it became a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of ICICI Bank. 
Gupta’s counsel contended 
in the apex court that the 
delisting of ICICI Securities 
was done in an opaque and 
rushed manner and termed 

it "shocking". The counsel 
for ICICI Securities informed 
the Supreme Court that 
Gupta continued to indulge 
in buying and selling of 
shares of ICICI Securities, in-
cluding as recently as August 
2024 which undermined his 
claims of unfair treatment.

Nearly 72 per cent of 
shareholder votes were cast 
in favour of the scheme of ar-
rangement for the merger of 
ICICI Securities with its pro-
moter ICICI Bank, the pri-
vate sector lender had stated 
in a regulatory filing with the 
stock exchanges. The voting 
was conducted after a Na-
tional Company Law Tribu-
nal (NCLT) directive in Feb-
ruary 2024, which mandated 
a shareholder meeting to ap-
prove the plan. 

New Delhi, June 1 (GNS)
Bosch Limited has re-
ported a 2 per cent decline 
year-on-year (YoY) in its 
consolidated net profit for 
the fourth quarter ending 
March 31 (Q4 FY25), with 
profit after tax (PAT) stand-
ing at Rs 554 crore. 

This is down from Rs 564 
crore recorded in the same 
period last year (Q4 FY24), 
according to its stock ex-
change filing. For the full 
financial year FY25, Bosch 
reported a 19 per cent de-
cline in consolidated net 
profit, which dropped to Rs 
2,013 crore from Rs 2,490 
crore in FY24.

However, the company 
saw a healthy rise in its 
revenue from operations, 
which increased to Rs 4,911 
crore in Q4 from Rs 4,233 
crore in the corresponding 
quarter of the previous fis-
cal. The company’s annual 
revenue showed strong 
growth, rising to Rs 18,087 
crore from Rs 16,727 crore 
the year before. Bosch also 
noted a rise in total expens-

es during the quarter, which 
grew by around 15 per cent 
YoY to Rs 4,369 crore from 
Rs 3,798.9 crore.

Bosch Managing Direc-
tor Guruprasad Mudlapur 
said the company closed 
the financial year with ro-
bust revenue growth and 
improved sales across all 
business segments, despite 
market challenges. "Amid 
a challenging business en-
vironment, we concluded 
FY24-25 with strong rev-
enue growth and increased 
sales across businesses," 
Mudlapur stated. He added 
that India is set to become a 
major automotive hub.

iPhone exports from India to US surge 
76 pc at 3 million units in April

TRAI launches consultation 

paper on assignment of more 

microwave spectrum

Microsoft joins India’s Yotta Data Services 
to boost AI innovation in country

Cabinet okays interest subsidy 
on farmers' loans for 2025-26

SC upholds delisting 
of ICICI Securities

Bosch clocks 2 pc decline in 
Q4 net profi t at Rs 554 cr

India’s data centre capacity to cross 4,500 MW 
by 2030 with $20-25 bn investments

Govt pushing for quality standards to help 

more Indian products go global: Nidhi Khare
Bengaluru, June 1 (GNS) In-
dia’s data centre (DC) mar-
ket capacity across top sev-
en cities is expected to cross 
4,500 MW by 2030, attract-
ing investments to the tune 
of $20-25 billion the next 5-6 
years, a report showed.  This 
is likely to translate into real 
estate footprint of around 
55 million square feet in the 
next 5-6 years, according to 
the report by Colliers.

DC capacity has grown 
over 4 times times in the 
last 6-7 years and stands 
at 1,263 MW (as of April). 
This growth is driven by the 
surge in demand for digital 
and cloud services, increas-
ing adoption of artificial in-
telligence (AI) and Internet 
of Things (IoT), and higher 
internet penetration, sup-
ported by favourable gov-
ernment policies. At the 
city level, Mumbai contin-
ued to account for major-
ity of the DC capacity with 
41 per cent share, followed 
by Chennai and Delhi-NCR 
at 23 per cent and 14 per 
cent, respectively. This rapid 

expansion in capacity has 
resulted in over 3X times 
increase in real estate foot-
print over the last 6-7 years, 
across top seven DC mar-
kets of the country, taking it 
to 16 million square feet, the 
report mentioned.

“India is becoming a glob-
al DC hotspot, fuelled by 
rapid digitalisation, data lo-
calisation norms and strong 
government support,” said 
Jatin Shah, Chief Operating 
Officer, Colliers India.

Undoubtedly, India’s stra-
tegic advantages such as 

availability of land parcels, 
power supply for usage and 
availability of skilled talent, 
reinforces its position as 
one of the preferred destina-
tion for data centres in the 
APAC region. “Interestingly, 
the market is expanding be-
yond large-scale colocation 
facilities and hyperscalers 
to edge data centres driven 
by increasing need for lower 
latency, real-time analy-
sis, enhanced app perfor-
mance, and business agil-
ity,” said Shah. In terms of 
geographical spread, 44 per 

cent of the new supply since 
2020 was concentrated in 
Mumbai. This was followed 
by Chennai and Delhi-NCR 
which together accounted 
for 42 per cent of the ca-
pacity addition since 2020. 
In the next 5-6 years too, 
majority of the primary DC 
markets are set to witness 
significant influx of new sup-
ply. Hyderabad, specifically, 
is likely to see significant 
traction and emerge as a ma-
jor hub, in addition to cities 
such as Mumbai, Chennai 
and Delhi-NCR.

New Delhi, June 1 (GNS) The 
Department of Consumer 
Affairs (DoCA) on Wednes-
day said that it is pushing 
for better quality standards 
in trade and manufactur-
ing to make Indian products 
more competitive globally.    
Speaking to on the side-
lines of the ‘Bharat Quality 
Mission’ event here, Nidhi 
Khare, Secretary of DoCA 
which is under the Min-
istry of Consumer Affairs, 
Food and Public Distribu-
tion, highlighted the im-
portance of quality in both 
exports and the domestic 
market. She said that in any 
sector, whether it's trade 
or commerce, being glob-
ally competitive is essential. 
"We must understand that 
for any sector, be it trade 
or commerce, being glob-
ally competitive is essential 
and therefore, adherence 
to quality is fundamen-
tal,” Khare told . For this, 
maintaining high quality is 
a must. "Consumers today 
expect assurance of good 
quality products. It’s not just 

about exports; even for our 
domestic market, quality 
matters," Khare noted.Since 
a large part of India’s manu-
facturing sector is driven by 
micro, small and medium 

enterprises (MSMEs), the 
government is focusing on 
working closely with them. 
“Assurance of good quality 
is not only important for ex-
ports but also for the domes-

tic market. As consumers, 
people expect the assurance 
of high-quality products," 
Khare said.

"Since MSMEs are major 
manufacturers in our coun-
try, we have initiated close 
engagement with them to un-
derstand their challenges and 
address any grievances they 
may have," she mentioned. 
Khare further said that they 
are actively engaging with 
MSMEs to understand their 
challenges and resolve any 
issues related to quality 
standards. "Ultimately, any 
nation which rises has to en-
sure credibility of its goods 
and services. There cannot 
be any abstinence or there 
cannot be any free passes to 
the concern of quality," she 
stated. The ‘Bharat Quality 
Mission’ event saw partici-
pation from several MSME 
stakeholders and industry 
associations. The aim was 
to create awareness about 
quality assurance and to en-
courage industries to adopt 
higher standards for better 
growth and consumer trust.

"Since MSMEs are major manufacturers in our coun-
try, we have ini  ated close engagement with them 

to understand their challenges and address any 
grievances they may have," she men  oned. Khare 
further said that they are ac  vely engaging with 

MSMEs to understand their challenges and resolve 
any issues related to quality standards.

Cabinet hikes MSP 
of 14 kharif crops to 
boost farmers' incomes
New Delhi, June 1 (GNS)
The Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs, chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, has approved the in-
crease in the Minimum Sup-
port Prices (MSP) for 14 kharif 
crops for marketing season 
2025-26 to ensure remunera-
tive prices to the growers for 
their produce, according to an 
official statement issued

The highest absolute in-
crease in MSP over the pre-
vious year has been recom-
mended for nigerseed (Rs 820 
per quintal), followed by ragi 
(Rs 596 per quintal), cotton 
(Rs 589 per quintal), and sesa-
mum (Rs 579 per quintal).

The increase in MSP for 
kharif crops for the 2025-26 
marketing season is in line 
with the Union Budget 2018-
19 announcement of fixing 
the MSP at a level of at least 
1.5 times of the all-India 
weighted average cost of pro-
duction, The expected margin 
to farmers over their cost of 
production are estimated to 
be highest in case of bajra (63 
per cent).
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BJP cannot come to 
power in Telangana: 
CPI leader Sambasiva 
Hyderabad, June 1 (GNS) : 
Communist Party of India 
(CPI) Telangana State Sec-
retary and MLA Kunamneni 
Sambasiva Rao on Monday 
asserted that the BJP would 
not be able to come to pow-
er in Telangana despite on-
going political propaganda 
projecting the party’s rise 
in the state. Addressing the 
CPI Telangana State Council 
meeting held at Makhdoom 
Bhavan in Himayatnagar, 
Sambasiva Rao said south-
ern states were largely re-
sisting the BJP’s expansion 
and accused the party of 
relying on religious polari-
sation rather than develop-
ment and welfare politics.

He said the CPI must in-
tensify ideological struggles, 
strengthen cadre training, 
and organise large-scale 
agitations on issues affect-
ing farmers, Dalits, RTC 
workers, Singareni employ-
ees, minimum wages, pen-
sions, Podu lands, and forest 
rights. The CPI leader also 
observed that public resent-
ment against the Telangana 
government was gradually 
emerging. 
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Revanth Reddy seeks Telangana’s due 
share in Krishna, Godavari waters

Telangana to set up dedicated Employees Health Care 
Trust for EHS in Next Few Days: Chief Secretary

Congress 'talent hunt' for 
new leadership: Mahesh 

Organic Mela promotes healthy 
living and natural farming in Hyd

Hyderabad, June 1 (GNS) 
: The Telangana Govern-
ment will constitute a ded-
icated Employees Health 
Care Trust within the next 
few days to implement the 
Employees Health Scheme 
(EHS) and strengthen 
healthcare services for 
government employees, 
pensioners and their de-
pendent family members, 
Chief Secretary Ramak-
rishna Rao announced on 
Monday. The Chief Secre-
tary made the announce-
ment while chairing a 
meeting with members of 
the Joint Staff Council and 
representatives of various 
employees' associations at 
the State Secretariat to dis-
cuss measures for stream-
lining and improving 
healthcare services under 

the EHS. Ramakrishna Rao 
said the proposed Trust 
would function as a dedi-
cated institutional mecha-
nism for delivering health-
care benefits efficiently, 
transparently and in a has-
sle-free manner.

He added that the op-
erational guidelines for the 
formation and functioning 
of the Trust would be fi-
nalised after incorporating 
suggestions and recom-
mendations received from 
employees' associations.

Stating that the initiative 
was being undertaken un-
der the directions of Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy, 
the Chief Secretary said the 
government was commit-
ted to ensuring accessible 
and quality healthcare ser-
vices for serving employees, 
pensioners and their de-
pendants across the state. 
He clarified that a separate 
bank account would be 
opened exclusively for the 
Trust and that it would be 
funded through equal fi-

nancial contributions from 
the government and em-
ployees. The Trust would 
function autonomously 
and have the authority to 
take decisions indepen-
dently in the interests of 
beneficiaries, he said.

Ramakrishna Rao as-
sured representatives that 
employee welfare remained 
a priority for the govern-
ment and that all efforts 
were being made to es-
tablish a sustainable and 
responsive healthcare sys-

tem. Suggestions made by 
employees' organisations 
would be carefully exam-
ined before the operational 
framework of the Trust is fi-
nalised, he added.

Representatives of vari-
ous employees' associa-
tions welcomed the propos-
al and offered suggestions 
relating to governance, fi-
nancial management, ser-
vice delivery and grievance 
redressal mechanisms to 
ensure the effective func-
tioning of the Trust.

Hyderabad, June 1 (GNS) : 
The Telangana Congress 
has launched a new pro-
gram to attract capable 
and educated youth into 
politics. TPCC President 
Mahesh Kumar Goud of-
ficially announced the 
party's innovative 'Talent 
Hunt' program at Gandhi 
Bhavan on Monday. He 
explained that the Con-
gress party is providing 
a golden opportunity to 
talented young men and 
women who want to en-
ter public life and that this 
program has been shaped 
by Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi's ideas that youth 
should play a major role 
in nation building.

Mahesh Kumar Goud 
clarified that this is not 
a program like a regular 
party recruitment, but 
that everyone who has 
the desire to serve the 
society is invited, regard-
less of their political back-
ground. The official repre-
sentatives of the party will 
be selected through this 
talent hunt in a complete-
ly transparent manner. 
Those who have a strong 

understanding of na-
tional and state political 
affairs, are fully commit-
ted to secularism, have a 
genuine interest in social 
service, and are skilled 
in speaking effectively to 
the public will be selected 
through this process.

The TPCC chief clarified 
that the Congress party is 
providing this platform to 
good people who have tal-
ent, clear vision and ser-
vice attitude, even if they 
do not have traditional 
political connections. This 
step taken by the Congress 
to invite new blood from 
the grassroots level into 
the party, in contrast to 
hereditary politics, is now 
arousing keen interest 
among the aspiring youth 
across the state.

Hyderabad, June 1 (GNS):  
An “Organic Mela – Exhi-
bition and Sales” aimed at 
promoting organic farm-
ing, healthy lifestyles, and 
eco-friendly products is 
being held at the HMDA 
Grounds on Necklace Road 
in Hyderabad under the ae-
gis of HMTV.

TPCC President and 
MLC Mahesh Kumar Goud, 
along with Telangana Farm-
ers Commission members 
Gadugu Gangadhar, Gut-
tha Amit Reddy, and Chan-
drasekhar Goud, visited the 
exhibition and inspected 
various stalls showcasing 
organic produce, millets, 
traditional food products, 
natural agricultural pro-
duce, handicrafts, organic 
honey, dairy wellness prod-

ucts, and sustainable living 
innovations. Speaking on 
the occasion, Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud said organic food 
products play an important 
role in protecting public 
health and urged farmers 
to adopt natural farming 
methods. He stated that 
such exhibitions help create 
direct connections between 
farmers and consumers.

He also said the govern-
ment was committed to 
promoting organic farming 
and noted that such melas 
provide important market-
ing opportunities for farm-
ers. The exhibition features 
more than 200 stalls display-
ing organic foods, millets, 
eco-friendly products, han-
dlooms, handicrafts, and 
agricultural innovations.

CID busts illegal betting network, 
arrests 11 in pan-India operation

Hyderabad, June 1 (GNS): 
Intensifying its crackdown 
on online betting net-
works, the Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) of the 
Crime Investigation De-
partment (CID) of Telanga-
na has arrested 11 accused 
in a pan-India operation, 
dismantling an illegal bet-
ting network linked to Da-
fabet. The CID, which con-
ducted operations across 
New Delhi, Gujarat and 
Punjab, has also frozen 46 
mule bank accounts.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Charu Sinha, Di-
rector General, CID, said 
the investigation revealed 
that the accused were in-
volved in online betting 
offences across multiple 
states. Data from the Na-
tional Cyber Crime Report-
ing Portal (NCRP) shows 
225 complaints and 73 
criminal cases registered 

against them in Andhra 
Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Maha-
rashtra, Tamil Nadu and 
Telangana, indicating a 
systematic pan-India op-
eration. The arrests were 
made in a case registered 
last year by the Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) 
at Karimnagar-II Town 
Police Station on a com-
plaint lodged by Challa Sai 
Krishna Reddy, a software 
engineer from Karimnagar.

He was induced by the 
promotional campaigns 
of Dafabet (www.dafabet.
com) to participate in on-
line betting. Trusting the 
platform's representa-
tions, he deposited and 
wagered money over a 
period spanning January 
2024 to January 2025 and 
suffered a total loss of Rs 
9.95 lakh.

The SIT traced the com-

plainant's funds through 
a network of 46 mule bank 
accounts spread across 
eight layers, which were 
used to collect and route 
illegal betting proceeds. 
Forensic analysis of bank 
transactions, mobile num-
bers, email IDs, social me-
dia profiles and WhatsApp 
groups revealed a coordi-
nated, multi-state criminal 
network. The accused pro-
moted betting on cricket, 
casino games and the Avia-
tor platform through the 
Dafabet app. Victims were 
attracted with promises of 
easy money, bonuses and 
high returns. Funds were 
collected through UPI IDs, 
QR codes, internet bank-
ing and multiple bank ac-
counts controlled by the 
network. Initial payouts 
were made strategically to 
build trust and encourage 
higher wagers.

Hyderabad, June 1 (GNS) : In 
light of the meteorological 
department's indications 
that drought conditions 
will persist due to the El 
Nino effect, Telangana 
Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy on Monday di-
rected officials to ensure 
that Telangana receives 
its share of Krishna and 
Godavari waters. He cau-
tioned officials that if the 
upper riparian states fol-
low a policy of releasing 
water only after their dams 
are full, it will cause prob-
lems for Telangana.

In the context of the 
rainy season and the be-
ginning of agricultural ac-
tivity, the Chief Minister 
reviewed advance action 
measures to be taken at a 
high-level meeting in Dr 
B.R. Ambedkar State Secre-
tariat. As the drought situa-
tion is also likely to prevail 
in Maharashtra and Kar-
nataka, the Chief Minister 
directed irrigation depart-
ment officials to proactive-
ly discuss with officials of 

those states and formulate 
appropriate action plans to 
ensure that Telangana re-
ceives its pro-rata share of 
inter-state waters.

He directed Chief Secre-
tary K. Ramakrishna Rao 
to discuss with Maharash-
tra officials the issue of the 
state utilising 100 per cent 
of the water from the Koyna 
Dam for hydropower gen-
eration and whether Telan-
gana can take that entire 
water and supply the re-
quired electricity to them. 
The Chief Minister remind-

ed that thousands of TMC 
of water from the Godavari 
River flows wastefully into 
the sea every year, and that 
floods also arrive in a very 
short time. In this context, 
he suggested formulating 
a clear policy on how to 
divert floods coming from 
both the Godavari and Pra-
nahita sides

He directed that repairs 
to the gates of all dams in 
the state be undertaken 
on a war footing. The CM 
questioned officials for de-
tails on dam maintenance. 

He recalled the troubles 
that arose in the Kadam 
Project in the past. Offi-
cials from the finance de-
partment informed that 
Rs 300 crores have already 
been released for gate re-
pairs and maintenance.

He ordered that funds 
be released immediately, 
no matter how much is re-
quired. CM Revanth Reddy 
warned that if any issues 
arise regarding dams any-
where during this rainy 
season, strict action will be 
taken against the officials.

The Chief Minister di-
rected agriculture depart-
ment officials to make de-
cisions on crop sowing in 
accordance with the me-
teorological department 
estimates and reports. He 
said awareness should be 
created among farmers 
through Rythu Vedikas 
on crop shifting, crop di-
versification, low-water-
consuming crops, and 
varieties. He said videos 
prepared with AI technol-
ogy on this matter should 
be screened. He directed 
that broadcasts related 
to this be arranged on TV 
channels as well. He said 
appropriate care should 
also be taken in the sup-
ply of necessary seeds 
and fertilisers along with 
crop sowing. The Chief 
Minister questioned of-
ficials about the imple-
mentation details of the 
assurances given during 
his field-level visits to Ka-
mareddy, Khammam, and 
Warangal districts during 
last year's floods.

Falaknuma News Editor in Chief Mohd Ather Raheem Saab visited Legacy Palace at 
Bahadurpura, Greetings  to Mir Hussain Ali Hashmi  along with cousin brothers.


