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People Have Understood Importance Of Political 
Stability, Decisiveness Of Stable Govt: PM Modi

Centre Must Explain Rising LPG, Fuel Prices: Gogoi

NEW DELHI, Jun 10 (GNS): 
As he became India's lon-
gest continuously serving 
elected prime minister, Na-
rendra Modi on Wednesday 
said people of the country 
have now understood the 
importance of political sta-
bility and the decisiveness 
of a stable government.

Modi also said the dream 
of a ‘Viksit Bharat’ does 

not belong to a person or 
party, but has become the 
resolve of every person 
in the country. "For me, 
people represent God," he 
said at an NDA conclave 
here. "People of the coun-
try have understood the 
importance of political sta-
bility at the national level. 
It is their maturity that they 
gave me an opportunity to 

serve them for such a long 
time,” Modi said.

“Many decades before 
2014 were full of instability 
and upheavals but people 
are now witnessing the 
work of a stable govern-
ment and are admiring its 
decisiveness,” he added.

Modi also said a big suc-
cess of 12 years of NDA 
rule was that it freed the 

country from the Congress' 
“vicious trap”. “When the 
NDA won in 2014, I had 
said today there is a dawn 
of a new hope for the com-
mon person. After Con-
gress' betrayal, people 
showed confidence in us. 
As an NDA family, we have 
strengthened the confi-
dence that people have on 
us," Modi said.

Guwahati, Jun 10 (GNS): 
Congress MP Gaurav Go-
goi on Wednesday attacked 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP)-led Centre over ris-
ing prices and economic 
concerns, alleging that the 
government was avoid-
ing questions on inflation 
while attempting to divert 
public attention to other is-
sues. Speaking to reporters, 
Gogoi said people across 
the country were increas-
ingly worried about their 
economic future and the 
rising cost of living. He ar-
gued that concerns about 
inflation, fuel prices, and 
household expenses were 
dominating public discus-
sions.

According to the Con-
gress leader, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi should 

provide a clear explanation 
on issues affecting ordinary 
citizens, particularly the 
prices of LPG cylinders and 
petroleum products.

“People are facing eco-
nomic stress and uncer-
tainty. The government 
should tell citizens when 
LPG prices will come down, 
when petrol prices will be 
reduced and what concrete 
measures are being taken 
to control inflation,” Gogoi 
said. He claimed that public 
anxiety over economic con-

ditions had increased and 
that the Centre had failed 
to offer convincing answers 
on key livelihood issues. 
The Congress MP also re-
ferred to concerns over the 
value of the Indian curren-
cy and developments in the 
global economy, saying citi-
zens expected greater clar-
ity from the government.

Gogoi alleged that in-
stead of directly address-
ing these concerns, the BJP 
was focusing on creating 
distractions and shifting 

public discourse away from 
bread-and-butter issues. 
He accused the ruling par-
ty of attempting to create 
confusion among the pub-
lic and diverting media at-
tention from pressing eco-
nomic challenges.

“The issues people are 
discussing today are infla-
tion, employment, house-
hold expenditure and finan-
cial security. These are the 
questions the government 
must answer,” he said. The 
Congress leader further 
alleged that the BJP was 
prioritising political narra-
tives over governance and 
economic management. He 
maintained that the opposi-
tion would continue to raise 
issues related to price rises 
and the economic hardships 
faced by common citizens.

Shivakumar Meets Sonia, 
Rahul & Priyanka Gandhi

India UAE partnership deepens economic ties, boosts energy and logistics cooperation

Cabinet approves rs 1,235 crore housing project 
in Andhra’s new Capital Amaravati

Defence Ministry inks rs 449 crore deal to buy 
hi-tech satellite system jammers for navy

PM must fulfil J&K statehood 
promise: Farooq Abdullah

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS):   
Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar on 
Wednesday met senior Con-
gress leaders Sonia Gandhi, 
Leader of the Opposition 
(LoP) in Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi and Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra at Sonia Gandhi’s 
residence, 10 Janpath, in 
New Delhi. This was his first 
visit to 10 Janpath after as-
suming the role of Chief 
Minister. During the meet-
ing, Shivakumar expressed 
his gratitude to the Congress 
leadership and discussed 
various party- and gover-
nance-related matters.

The Chief Minister called 
on Congress Parliamen-
tary Party Chairperson 
Sonia Gandhi, LoP Rahul 
Gandhi, and AICC General 

Secretary Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra during his visit to the 
national capital. Shivaku-
mar thanked the Congress 
leadership for its continued 
support and guidance.

Sources said the meet-
ing also involved consulta-
tions on organisational and 
political issues concerning 
Karnataka and the party’s 
future plans.

Earlier, Karnataka Chief 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar 
paid a courtesy visit to the 
National Mahila Congress 
office in New Delhi. Na-
tional Mahila Congress 
President Alka Lamba, Gen-
eral Secretaries Kamalakshi 
Rajanna and Shilpi Arora, 
along with other office-
bearers, were present dur-
ing the visit.

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS):    
India-UAE relationship is 
driven by economic prag-
matism and mutual invest-
ment opportunities, allow-
ing both countries to pursue 
shared economic objectives 
while retaining flexibility in 
wider foreign policy ties, a 
new report has said.

The report from Times 
Kuwait said India and the 
United Arab Emirates are 
deepening a sector focused 
partnership that prioritises 
trade, energy security, logis-

tics and technology cooper-
ation. The partnership has 
gained momentum through 
initiatives such as the India 
Middle East Europe Corri-
dor (IMEC) and expanded 
energy cooperation.

In May 2026, New Delhi 
and Abu Dhabi signed a 
strategic partnership agree-
ment to deepen collabora-
tion in advanced technol-
ogy, innovation, industrial 
development, maritime se-
curity and information ex-
change. “The agreement 

is expected to create new 
opportunities for collabo-
ration in high-value sec-
tors, support technology 
transfer and enhance the 
capabilities of both coun-

tries in areas critical to fu-
ture economic growth,” the 
report forecasted. Though 
not structured as a formal 
alliance in the traditional 
sense, the new framework 
indicates growing inter-
est in creating integrated 
economic corridors and 
strengthening commercial 
linkages across multiple re-
gions. UAE’s Fujairah ener-
gy hub is a strategic asset for 
India due to its unique loca-
tion, offering petroleum 
storage outside the Strait of 

Hormuz and helping diver-
sify India’s energy logistics 
and storage options.

“The arrangement 
strengthens India’s energy 
security by diversifying stor-
age options and improv-
ing supply-chain resilience 
during periods of market 
volatility or geopolitical un-
certainty,” the report said.

The Middle East occu-
pies a key position in India’s 
economic outlook, due to it 
being a vital source of en-
ergy supplies, investment 

and acting as a trade con-
nectivity hub. The region 
also hosts a large Indian 
expatriate community that 
contributes significantly to 
bilateral economic ties.

The partnership also 
complements broader re-
gional frameworks such as 
I2U2 — India, the UAE, Is-
rael and the United States 
— which aims to promote 
cooperation in technol-
ogy, infrastructure, logis-
tics, food security and in-
vestment.

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS):       
The Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs, chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, on Wednesday ap-
proved the construction of 
the general pool residential 
accommodation at Andhra 
Pradesh’s new capital city, 
Amaravati, with an invest-
ment of Rs 1,234.91 crores

“The project will be fund-
ed by the Government of 
India through budgetary 
support under the Head of 
Account: 4216 – Capital Out-
lay on Housing (Residential 
Buildings),” a Cabinet com-
munique said.

The project will be execut-
ed by the Ministry of Hous-
ing & Urban Affairs through 
the Central Public Works 
Department (CPWD). Pre-
bid activities have already 
commenced, and the prepa-
ration of tender documents 
is presently in progress, it 

added. The objective of the 
proposal is to alleviate the 
financial burden on Central 
government employees by 
providing adequate residen-
tial accommodation, there-
by enhancing their morale, 
promoting integrity, and 
contributing to their overall 

well-being. Further, by en-
abling staff to reside in close 
proximity to their work-
places, the project will sup-
port efficient government 
functioning and ensure that 
employees remain readily 
available to discharge their 
official duties effectively, 
the communique said. The 
General Pool Residential Ac-
commodation (GPRA) Cam-
pus in Amaravati is planned 
over an area of 17 acres. The 
development comprises 11 
residential towers with a to-
tal of 1,504 dwelling units, 
ranging from Type II to Type 
VI, including refuge areas. 

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS):      
The Ministry of Defence on 
Wednesday signed a con-
tract with Accord Software 
and Systems Private Lim-
ited (ASSPL), Bengaluru, 
for the procurement of 20 
enhanced capability global 
navigation satellite system 
(ECGNSS) jammers for the 
Indian Navy at a total cost 
of Rs 449 crore, with the 
product will have a mini-
mum 75 per cent indig-
enous content, an official 
statement said.

The system’s capabilities 
include degrading the satel-
lite signal acquisition and 

tracking performance of the 
adversary GNSS receiver and 
signal spoofing or deceptive 
jamming. The induction 
would pave the way for safe 
operations by the ships of 
the Indian Navy in a multi-

threat environment, as per 
the ministry statement. 
The contract, under the 
Buy (Indian-Indigenously 
Designed, Developed and 
Manufactured) category, 
was inked here in the pres-

ence of Defence Secretary 
Rajesh Kumar Singh.

“The contract reinforces 
the government’s com-
mitment to Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat and Make-in-India 
while bolstering the mari-
time security architecture 
of the country. It marks a 
critical milestone in the 
ongoing efforts to bolster 
defence capabilities and in-
digenise advanced military 
technology,” the statement 
said. During the last de-
cade, India has transitioned 
from being a major import-
er of defence equipment to 
an emerging exporter.

Srinagar, June 10 (GNS):     
National Conference Presi-
dent and former Chief Min-
ister Dr Farooq Abdullah on 
Wednesday said that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
must honour his commit-
ment on J&K statehood.  
Addressing party workers 
here today, Dr Abdullah 
said Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah has repeatedly 
raised the issue with Prime 
Minister Modi and ex-
pressed hope that Jammu 
and Kashmir would regain 
statehood at the earliest.

Dr Abdullah said the 
Chief Minister had taken 
up the matter with the 
Prime Minister on several 
occasions and received as-
surances regarding the res-
toration of statehood.

He said the demand for 
restoration of statehood re-
mains a central issue for the 
people of Jammu and Kash-
mir and expressed confi-
dence that the commit-
ment made by the country’s 
leadership would eventual-
ly be fulfilled. “Omar Abdul-
lah has taken up the issue 
of statehood with the Prime 
Minister, who assured him 
that it will be restored,” Dr 
Abdullah said.

The National Confer-
ence President asserted 
that Prime Minister Modi 
had publicly committed 
to restoring statehood 
and said the promise was 

made before the entire na-
tion and the international 
community. Dr Abdullah 
said the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir continue to 
look forward to the resto-
ration of statehood and 
hoped that the process 
would be completed with-
out further delay.

NC legislators have de-
cided to stage a protest for 
the restoration of state-
hood and constitutional 
guarantees to J&K at the 
Jantar Mantar in Delhi on 
the first day of the Parlia-
ment’s Monsoon session.

Omar Abdullah has also 
requested the opposition 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), the Congress and 
other like-minded political 
parties to join the protest.

Estranged NC leader 
and MP, Aga Syed Ruhul-
lah Mehdi, has announced 
that he would join the 
protest, but asserted that 
restoration of Article 370 
must remain the main de-
mand of the NC.
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CM Stalin expresses 
delight at Gingee 

Fort ge   ng UNESCO 
World Heritage tag

Tejashwi alleges irregularities in Bihar's 
voter list revision, slams EC and BJP

Mayawati reviews BSP's 
expansion in seven states

Delhi Speaker apprises V-P Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Assembly’s modernisation

Delhi Minister Parvesh Verma checks 
Yamuna water quality in Palla area

Northern Army Commander reviews operational 
preparedness of Bimber Gali Brigade in Poonch

No information about drone attack 
on ULFA-I camp: Assam CM

Kerala students to move Supreme Court 
over revised engineering rank list 

Patna, June 10 (GNS)  As 
the voter list revision pro-
cess intensifies ahead of 
the upcoming Bihar As-
sembly elections, Leader 
of Opposition (LoP) and 
Rashtriya Janata Dal leader 
Tejashwi Yadav, on Sunday, 
launched a sharp politi-
cal attack on the Election 
Commission, alleging se-
rious irregularities in the 
ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR).

While talking to the me-
dia persons in Patna, he 
claimed that the voter list 
revision forms are lying 
scattered in various places 
across the state, including 
on flyovers and even with 
a jalebi seller in Deoghar, 
referencing a newspaper 

report. He also alleged that 
voter list revision forms 
were found thrown at the 
Gandhi Maidan in Patna, 
sharing related videos and 
clips on social media to 
support his claims. Tejash-
wi accused the Election 
Commission of "planting 
news quoting unnamed 
sources to cover up its fail-
ures," calling such sources 
"urine," and adding, "Urine 

means a waste material 
that spreads foul smell." 
He also said that these 
sources are those who 
claimed that Islamabad, 
Lahore and Karachi were 
captured during Operation 
Sindoor.  "No amendment 
has been made so far, and 
the complaints of voters 
and opposition parties are 
being constantly ignored," 
Tejashwi said. "

Lucknow, June 10 (GNS) 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
National President and for-
mer Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Mayawati on Sun-
day discussed measures to 
strengthen party organisa-
tion in seven states -- Ma-
harashtra, Gujarat, Telan-
gana, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala. 

She also expressed con-
cern over the growing reli-
gious frenzy and violence 
over language and caste 
issues, demanding protec-
tion for residents of other 
states working in the finan-
cial capital, Mumbai.

Referring to the recent vi-
olence against non-Marathi 
speakers in Mumbai, May-

awati called upon the state 
and Central governments 
to provide security to all.

“Mumbai is the financial 
capital of the country, and 
people from all states have 
a link with it,” she said.

Referring to the language 
row, Mayawati said that 
such dangerous tendencies 
are rooted in the narrow 
politics of religion, region, 
caste and language that try 
to overshadow patriotism 
and love for the country.

The BSP chief also urged 
state governments to pay 
special attention to impor-
tant issues of public inter-
est like inflation, poverty, 
unemployment, illiteracy 
and health, along with law 
and order.

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS) 
Delhi Assembly Speaker 
Vijender Gupta on Sunday 
apprised Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar of the 
initiatives undertaken to 
modernise the functioning 
of the legislature.  Speaker 
Gupta met Dhankhar at the 
Vice President’s House and 
also presented a special 
booklet titled ‘100 Days 
of the 8th Delhi Legisla-
tive Assembly – Marching 
Ahead with Legacy and De-
velopment’.

During the interaction, 
Speaker Gupta elaborated 
on the Assembly’s transi-
tion to a fully digital legis-
lature under the National 
e-Vidhan Application 
(NeVA) framework. This 

ambitious move towards a 
paperless environment is 
designed to enhance leg-
islative transparency, im-
prove operational efficien-
cy, and facilitate real-time 
communication among 
Members, he said.

Gupta also highlighted 
the commissioning of a 
500 kW Solar Power Project 
at the Assembly premises.

With this initiative, the 
entire complex is poised 
to operate entirely on re-
newable energy, marking 
a significant move towards 
environmental sustain-
ability. The project aligns 
with national goals of en-
ergy conservation and sets 
a commendable precedent 
for green public infrastruc-
ture, he said.

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS) 
Delhi Water Minister 
Parvesh Verma on Sunday 
joined officials in an exer-
cise for the collection of Ya-
muna water samples in the 
Palla area of north Delhi, an 
official said. "Today, Yamu-
na was inspected in the Pal-
la area, from where it enters 
Delhi. The water level and 
coastal condition were as-
sessed through a boat with 
departmental officials," 
said a statement issued by 
the Minister's office.

An official said the water 
samples taken from the Ya-
muna will be checked for 
quality and used to prepare 
a strategy to improve it fur-
ther throughout the river's 
stretch in the national capi-

tal. The water in the Palla 
area is absolutely clear, but 
as soon as the Yamuna en-
ters Delhi, its colour be-
comes dark and dirty, said an 
official. Talking about rain-
water drainage, an official 
of the Irrigation and Flood 
Department said the Delhi 
government is on the roads 

during the rainy season to 
ensure the smooth flow of 
rainwater. "By showing pic-
tures of 3-4 places, the Aam 
Aadmi Party is trying to cre-
ate a wrong impression as if 
the entire city is submerged. 
However, the situation is not 
such at every place," said the 
statement. 

T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m , 
June 10 (GNS) With engi-
neering admissions in Ker-
ala mired in controversy, a 
group of aggrieved students 
following the Kerala state 
syllabus is set to approach 
the Supreme Court, chal-
lenging the revised rank list 
prepared on the basis of the 
old normalisation formula 
as directed by the Kerala 
High Court.  The students, 
who had initially ranked 
high in the merit list, have 
seen dramatic drop in their 
positions and allege denial 
of equal justice in the ad-
mission process.

The student collective, 
which has been coordinat-
ing efforts via WhatsApp, is 
likely to file the petition in 

the apex court by Monday 
or. "We were waiting for a 
copy of the High Court or-
der to initiate legal steps," 
said Ajas Muhammad, who 
leads the collective. "What 
we will highlight in court is 
the denial of equal justice. 
Students who were among 
the toppers have dropped 
by thousands of ranks."

The revised rank list, 

published by the Commis-
sioner for Entrance Ex-
aminations following the 
High Court judgment, has 
caused widespread con-
cern among students from 
the Kerala and ICSE syllabi. 
Many have reported losing 
marks due to the reintro-
duction of the old normali-
sation formula.

Some students who se-

cured full marks in their 
Plus Two board exams 
reportedly lost up to 27 
marks in the final nor-
malised score. Complaints 
have also surfaced that stu-
dents were not adequately 
informed about changes 
in subject weightages. The 
High Court had earlier 
quashed the previous rank 
list, which was prepared 
using a new normalisation 
formula, and directed that 
a fresh list be published in 
accordance with the Feb-
ruary prospectus. Follow-
ing this, the state govern-
ment has announced that 
it will not challenge the 
judgment in the Supreme 
Court, prompting students 
to move independently. 

Dr Jitendra Singh bats for holistic healthcare, 
calls for restoring doctor-patient trust

Construction of 13,000 
ultra-modern stadiums to 
start soon, says Punjab CM

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS) 
Union Minister Dr Jitendra 
Singh on Sunday urged the 
medical fraternity to re-
claim the dignity, integrity, 
and social faith that once 
defined the noble profes-
sion, while emphasising 
that the changing percep-
tion of doctors stems not 
from individual failings 
alone but from larger shifts 
in societal values.  Paying 
rich tribute to Dr Bidhan 
Chandra Roy, the world-re-
nowned physician and doy-
en of medical academics, Dr 
Singh invoked his legacy to 
emphasise the importance 
of restoring doctor-patient 
trust which was the hall-

mark of Dr Roy's era in the 
first half of the 20th century.

Speaking at the Doctors’ 
Day celebration organised 
by the national body of the 
Indian Medical Association 
(IMA) here, the minister said 
“One of the greatest traits of 
Dr. Roy was the unwavering 

trust he and his contempo-
raries commanded in so-
ciety, without compromis-
ing his consultation fee or 
ethics”. “Dr. Roy charged a 
consultation fee of over Rs 
66 in the 1940s, and nobody 
questioned it. Today, we 
must ask ourselves — why 

has the same trust eroded?” 
he asked. Recalling the 
legacy of the Indian Medi-
cal Association (IMA), the 
minister described it as a 
“pillar of Indian healthcare,” 
and lauded it as the largest 
and oldest body of medical 
practitioners in the country.

Founded in 1928 dur-
ing the 5th All India Medi-
cal Conference in Calcutta, 
IMA stands today as a for-
midable national force rep-
resenting over 3.3 lakh doc-
tors through 1,750+ local 
branches across 34 states 
and Union Territories.  With 
its headquarters in Delhi, 
the IMA has remained at the 
forefront of shaping health-
care policy, strengthening 
medical ethics, and promot-
ing public health awareness.

The minister highlighted 
the shift from a time domi-
nated by infectious diseases 
to a present-day dual bur-
den of communicable and 
non-communicable diseas-

es, creating both challenges 
and opportunities for Indian 
doctors and researchers. 
“You name the disease — we 
have it in India. That’s why 
global researchers increas-
ingly look to India,” he said.

Dr Singh also spoke about 
the paradox of India’s demo-
graphic profile. “We are a 
young country with over 70 
per cent of the population 
under 42, yet at the same 
time, we are ageing rap-
idly. Life expectancy has in-
creased from 50 years in the 
1950s to over 70 years today. 
This shift calls for a new 
curriculum, a new mindset, 
and a new model of medical 
practice,” he noted.

Chandigarh,  June 10 (GNS) 
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann on Sunday 
announced that the govern-
ment will soon commence 
the construction of 13,000 ul-
tra-modern stadiums across 
the state, with work on 3,083 
already underway in the first 
phase.  Addressing the media 
here, the Chief Minister said 
the government is focusing on 
promoting sports to positively 
channel the immense energy 
of the youth. He emphasised 
the aim is to instil a sporting 
culture in the state and steer 
young people away from the 
scourge of drug addiction.

Mann said these stadiums 
will be instrumental in the 

promotion of sporting spirit 
across the state, especially 
at the village level. The Chief 
Minister criticised previous 
governments, stating that 
successive Congress and 
Akali-BJP regimes paid no at-
tention to the development of 
sports infrastructure or youth 
employment.

 As a result, he lamented, 
drugs spread unchecked 
across the state, and the 
youth sank deeper into ad-
diction. However, Mann 
highlighted that the state is 
now witnessing a transfor-
mation, thanks to the on-
going anti-drug campaign, 
Yudh Nasheyan De Virudh, 
launched by the government. 

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS) 
The General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief 
of Northern Command, 
Lieutenant General Pratik 
Sharma, on Sunday vis-
ited the Army's Bhimber 
Gali Brigade in Jammu and 
Kashmir's Poonch to re-
view "current operational 
dynamics and prepared-
ness."   He was accompa-
nied by GOC White Night 
Corps Lieutenant General 
P. K Mishra and GOC Ace 
of Spades Major General 
Kaushik Mukherjee.

According to the North-
ern Command official han-
dle X, "The visit focused on 
assessing force effective-
ness and threat response 
mechanisms in place to 

ensure complete domina-
tion of operational space." 
"During the visit, the 
Northern Command Chief 
interacted with all ranks 
and motivated them to 
maintain high operation-
al readiness, morale and 
professionalism in view of 
emerging challenges," it 

added. Notably, on July 11, 
Lt Gen Pratik Sharma and Lt 
Gen P.K. Mishra visited the 
forward posts along the Pir 
Panjal Range to review the 
operational environment 
and assess counter-insur-
gency and counter-infiltra-
tion deployment. The visit 
focused on ground posture 

and threat response mech-
anisms. Bhimber Gali falls 
in the Poonch sector area, a 
region which has witnessed 
a spate of terror attacks in 
the last three years. A major 
ambush happened along 
with Bhimber-Poonch route 
in April 2023 near Bhata Du-
rian Forest when five Rash-
triya Rifles (RR) soldiers 
were killed after terrorist at-
tacked their vehicles.

Similarly, apart from 
Poonch-Rajouri, Kisht-
war, Basantgarh, Doda, 
and Udhampur have also 
witnessed terror attacks in 
the last few years. Once de-
clared free from militancy, 
the Rajouri-Poonch region 
has become a hotbed for 
terrorists' hideouts. 

Guwahati, June 10 (GNS) 
Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Sun-
day asserted that the state 
police were not involved 
in any drone attack carried 
out at the camps of banned 
militant outfit ULFA-I.  He 
perhaps also mentioned 
that even Army did not con-
firm any such attacks on the 
outlawed group. ddressing 
the media, Sarma refuted 
speculation about the state 
police's role in a reported 
incident, asserting, “As-
sam Police is not involved 
in this incident. There has 
been no strike from the soil 
of Assam.” Emphasising 
the need for clarity, Sarma 
added, “We need more de-
tails on the matter. If such 

an operation has indeed 
occurred, the Indian Army 
will issue an official state-
ment. As of now, there has 
been no communication 
from the defence establish-
ment.”

The Chief Minister stated 
that the state government 
is closely tracking develop-
ments and expects further 
updates through official 

channels by evening. The 
Indian Army has denied 
that it carried out drone at-
tacks on the eastern head-
quarters of the banned 
United Liberation Front 
of Assam-Independent 
(ULFA-I) in Myanmar. The 
banned ULFA-I on Sunday 
claimed that its Eastern 
headquarters in Myanmar 
had been targeted by the 
Indian Army with drones 
in the early hours. The pro-
scribed outfit in a press 
statement claimed that in 
these cross-border strikes, 
their 19 cadres have been 
killed and another 19 in-
jured. However, in an of-
ficial statement, the India 
Army has denied these 
claims.

Chennai, June 10 (GNS)  
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
M.K. Stalin expressed joy 
over the inclusion of Gin-
gee Fort in the prestigious 
list of UNESCO World Heri-
tage Sites.  Taking to social 
media, CM Stalin wrote: 
“Delighted that #Gingee-
Fort, famously known as 
the ‘Troy of the East’, has 
been inscribed as a UNES-
CO World Heritage Site as 
part of the Maratha Military 
Landscapes of India. This 
majestic hill fortress now 
joins Tamil Nadu’s proud list 
of #UNESCO sites includ-
ing the Great Living Chola 
Temples, the monuments at 
Mamallapuram, the Nilgiri 
Mountain Railway and the 
Western Ghats. A proud mo-
ment for Tamil Nadu and its 
enduring cultural heritage.”

Gingee Fort, located in 
Tamil Nadu’s Villupuram 
district, was among the 
12 historic forts that make 
up the Maratha Military 
Landscapes of India. It 
was officially inscribed as 
a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site during the 47th ses-
sion of the World Heritage 
Committee (WHC) being 
held in Paris. The recogni-
tion brings global acclaim 
to the site and is expected to 
boost international tourism 
to the region. The Maratha 
Military Landscapes in-
clude a total of 12 fort sites, 
11 of which are located in 
Maharashtra, with Gingee 
Fort being the sole repre-
sentative from Tamil Nadu. 
The nomination for the 
UNESCO tag was submitted 
for the 2024-25 cycle by the 
Government of India.
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Bengaluru Regional Programme Launches Grassroots 
Governance Training Mission On Guru Purnima

NITI Aayog Organizes High-Level Workshop on Ease 
of Doing Business &  Investment Promotion

Multi-Modal Logistics Parks To Boost Green Transport, 
Cut Emissions And Reduce Costs: Minister

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS)    
In a landmark step toward 
achieving Viksit Bharat 
@2047, the Ministry of Trib-
al Affairs, under the vision-
ary leadership of Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi, today launched 
the first Regional Process 
Lab (RPL) of the Aadi KAR-
MAYOGI – National Mission 
for Responsive Governance. 
This pioneering initiative 
aims to build a dynamic 
cadre of 20 lakh tribal grass-
roots functionaries and 
village-level change leaders, 
who will drive inclusive de-
velopment and strengthen 
last-mile service delivery in 
tribal areas.

The RPL, hosted at Hotel 
Royal Orchid Central, Beng-
aluru, marks the operational 
kickoff of this ambitious na-
tional mission. It serves as a 
strategic capacity-building 
hub, training State Mas-
ter Trainers (SMTs) from 
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and 
Telangana. The launch was 
symbolically held on Guru 

Purnima, underscoring the 
spiritual significance of 
nurturing a new generation 
of grassroots “Gurus” com-
mitted to transforming gov-
ernance through wisdom, 
empathy, and action.

Reimagining Governance 
at the Grassroots

Aadi KARMAYOGI is more 
than a programme—it is a 
call to action to reimagine 
governance from the bot-
tom up, rooted in India’s 
tribal ethos and led by local 
champions. Aligned with 
flagship initiatives such as 

PM-JANMAN and DAJGUA, 
the mission heralds the next 
chapter in governance in-
novation—built on the pil-
lars of convergence, com-
munity, and capability.

It represents governance 
with both soul and struc-
ture—where aspirations of 
tribal youth meet respon-
sive institutions, and where 
policy reaches people with 
dignity, timeliness, and 
purpose. Voices of Vision 
and Commitment Shri 
Jual Oram, Hon’ble Union 
Minister for Tribal Affairs, 

“Aadi Karmayogi is a game-
changer for tribal India. It 
represents the spirit of Seva, 
Sankalp, and Samarpan—a 
true embodiment of Antyo-
daya. Through this cadre of 
two million change lead-
ers, we are institutionaliz-
ing dignity, accountability, 
and service delivery in the 
most remote corners of our 
country. This is how Viksit 
Bharat will be built—from 
the grassroots upward.”

Durgadas Uikey, Min-
ister of State for Tribal Af-
fairs, “This Abhiyan is not 

just about governance—it is 
about restoring pride, iden-
tity, and voice to our tribal 
communities. Trained Aadi 
Karmayogi will become an 
agent of hope and transfor-
mation.” Vibhu Nayar, Sec-
retary, Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs, described the Abhiyan 
as a “historic opportunity” to 
create a new paradigm of re-
sponsive tribal governance. 
He emphasized the need for 
localized, context-specific 
solutions supported by inter-
departmental convergence. 
Urging SMTs to become 
“pioneers of change,” he en-
visioned them as catalysts 
for empowering tribal com-
munities and bridging the 
last-mile governance gap. 
Dr. Shalini Rajneesh, Chief 
Secretary, Government of 
Karnataka, welcomed par-
ticipants and praised the 
Abhiyan as a “timely and 
transformative intervention” 
in the tribal development 
landscape. She underscored 
the importance of culturally 
grounded and locally reso-
nant programmes.

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS)    
NITI Aayog today hosted 
a high-level Workshop on 
Ease of Doing Business and 
Investment Promotion in 
New Delhi, bringing to-
gether senior policymakers 
from the Centre and States 
to accelerate business re-
forms across India. The 
Workshop was held under 
the leadership of Shri Rajiv 
Gauba, Member, NITI Aayog 
and featured a Special Ad-
dress by Shri B.V.R. Subrah-
manyam, CEO, NITI Aayog. 
Senior officials from eight 
States participated physi-
cally, while officials from 
other States and Union Ter-
ritories joined virtually. The 
event also saw participation 
from DPIIT, Department of 
Revenue, Ministry of MSME, 
and representatives of lead-
ing industry bodies includ-
ing CII, FICCI, and FISME.

Deliberations were held 
across seven core reform 
areas vital to investment fa-
cilitation and improving the 
ease of doing business at the 

sub-national level. These 
included Decriminalisation 
of Laws; Deregulation and 
Compliance Burden Re-
duction; Business Reform 
Action Plan (BRAP) Imple-
mentation; Development 
of Industrial Infrastructure; 
Single Window Clearance 
Systems; Financial and Tax-
ation Reforms; Investment 
Promotion Strategies.

During the session on de-
criminalization and compli-
ance reform, several States 
presented their ongoing ini-
tiatives stemming from the 
Jan Vishwas Act 1.0, high-

lighting efforts to decrimi-
nalize minor business-relat-
ed offences at the State level. 
States also emphasized a 
shift toward enhancing the 
"Speed of Doing Business", 
with a focus on reducing 
the number of stages in the 
business lifecycle to enable 
faster, more seamless opera-
tions for enterprises.

The discussion under-
scored the need to convert 
minor business offences 
into civil penalties, while 
also streamlining compli-
ance mechanisms to reduce 
the burden on entrepre-

neurs. States shared ex-
amples of removing impris-
onment clauses, adopting 
self-certification regimes, 
removal of licence renewal 
and simplifying regulatory 
touchpoints to encourage 
ease of compliance and 
build trust with businesses.

There was also a strong 
emphasis on aligning State-
level actions with the na-
tional Business Reform 
Action Plan (BRAP) frame-
work, ensuring that reforms 
lead to measurable and 
comparable improvements. 
Industry representatives ad-

vocated for the enactment 
of a national-level legisla-
tion to harmonise decrimi-
nalization and compound-
ing provisions, across States. 
They also suggested the in-
troduction of a Trusted Tax-
payers Programme for both 
direct and indirect taxes, to 
incentivize compliance and 
promote a more facilitative 
regulatory environment.

The spirit of cooperation 
and consensus within the 
GST Council was widely ap-
preciated during the discus-
sions. Participants highlight-
ed the gradual reduction of 
tax rates, particularly bene-
fiting small companies—90% 
of whom have transitioned 
smoothly to the new regime. 
The rationalisation of TDS 
was also acknowledged as 
a significant step, with par-
ticipants noting that such 
measures have contributed 
meaningfully to reducing 
litigation and enhancing tax 
certainty, thereby support-
ing the overall Ease of Doing 
Business agenda.

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS)    
Minister of State for Road, 
Transport & Highways and 
Corporate Affairs Shri Harsh 
Malhotra inaugurated India 
Energy Storage Week 2025 
session on India’s Roadmap 
for Vehicle Electrification at 
on at Yashobhoomi, Delhi 
today. Minister stated that 
the Modi Government's 
commitment to provide im-
petus to the green mobility 
& development of EV manu-
facturing eco-system in the 
country and the inception 
of PM E DRIVE and FAME-II 
schemes are a testament to 
it. Malhotra stated that India, 
as the fastest- growing ma-
jor economy, is on track on 
its mission to clean mobil-
ity journey. Further, policies 
like EV retrofitting regula-
tions and toll tax exemptions 
for EV, are aimed at making 
transportation more acces-
sible and sustainable.

Malhotra stated that the 
transition to electric mobility 
is not merely a technologi-
cal shift but is a national im-
perative to achieve climate 

goals, maintain economic re-
silience and energy security.

Minister mentioned the 
Multi-Modal Logistics Parks, 
which are being developed 
by Ministry of Roads, Trans-
port &Highways integrating 
road, rail, and warehousing 
are now being equipped with 
green energy provisions and 
EV-friendly facilities which 
would lead to reduced logis-
tics costs, lower emissions, 
and strengthen India's posi-
tion as a clean and connect-
ed transport hub.

Malhotra highlighted that 
Modi Government is com-
mitted to generate 500GW 
of Renewable energy by 

2030 and India stands at 
the threshold of becoming 
a global hub for clean mo-
bility solutions  and urged  
the stakeholders to develop 
a transport future that is 
not just electric—but safe, 
inclusive, and environmen-
tally responsible. Minister 
stated that we must rec-
ognize that battery stor-
age technologies which are 
tailored to India's climate 
and mobility needs—will 
be crucial for our future and 
urged industry leaders to 
Invest in R&D, manufacture 
locally and adopt circular 
solutions like battery recy-
cling and reuse.

Jitendra Singh Says Science & Technology Will Drive 
India’s Rise To World’s 3rd Largest Economy

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS)    
Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) for Sci-
ence & Technology, Earth 
Sciences, MoS PMO, Person-
nel, Public Grievances, Pen-
sions, Atomic Energy and 
Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh 
unveiled the ‘NITI Aayog’s 
Roadmap for Strengthening 
State Science and Technol-
ogy Councils’ at NITI Aayog 
complex, here today. The 
roadmap is a major step 
toward building a robust 
and coordinated science 
and technology ecosystem 
across the States to fuel In-
dia’s transformation into a 
knowledge-driven economy.

Delivering the keynote 
address, Dr. Jitendra Singh 
identified Science and Tech-
nology as the key growth 
engine of India’s economic 
rise, stating that “if India is 
to move from the 4th to the 
3rd largest economy and 
beyond, it is science and 
technology that will drive 
this growth.” The Minister 
recalled that it was Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
who overhauled the plan-
ning framework in 2014, re-
placing the Planning Com-
mission with NITI Aayog 
as a forward-looking think 
tank, which has since guided 
India’s growth with vision-
ary policies. “This transfor-
mation enabled long-term 
thinking, evidence-based 
policy, and a shift from fund 
allocation to strategic coor-
dination,” he emphasized.

Dr. Jitendra Singh high-
lighted the successful cou-
pling of States and Centre as 
a case study to harness the 
full potential of regional sci-
entific talent. He urged State 
S&T Councils to act as inter-
mediaries between research 
labs and communities, en-
abling grassroots-level im-
pact of scientific innovation. 
He called upon the states 
to align their scientific vi-
sion with the national road-
map of Viksit Bharat @2047, 
and promote early industry 
linkages to ensure startup 
sustainability, not merely 

through knowledge partner-
ships, but also through in-
vestment partnerships.

Tracing India’s exceptional 
S&T trajectory over the past 
decade, Dr. Jitendra Singh 
said PM Modi has consis-
tently given patronage to 
scientific progress. “In each 
of his Independence Day 
addresses from the Red Fort 
in the last 11 years, he has 

highlighted major scientific 
initiatives—be it the Swachh 
Bharat Mission, Digital In-
dia, Stand-Up and Start-Up 
India, Deep Ocean Mission, 
or the Digital Health Card,” 
Dr. Singh noted.

He emphasized that a 
change in mindset is criti-
cal for innovation. “We must 
move away from excessive 
reliance on government 

funding and encourage vi-
brant public-private part-
nerships to unlock innova-
tion at scale,” he stated.

Citing India’s Science & 
Technology success stories 
like Chandrayaan-3, indig-
enous vaccine development 
and the successful gene 
therapy trial for Hemophilia 
published in The New Eng-
land Journal of Medicine, 

Dr. Jitendra Singh under-
scored India’s rising global 
credibility. He highlighted 
that resident Indian pat-
ent filings have surged by 
nearly 56%, and 67% of In-
dia's research output now 
comes from centrally-fund-
ed institutions. The Minister 
described the recently es-
tablished Anusandhan Na-
tional Research Foundation 

(ANRF) as a game-changer 
that will bridge gaps be-
tween academia, industry 
and government, facilitating 
co-creation and co-invest-
ment in research. He also 
praised the emerging Bio-E3 
cell ecosystem, backed by 
the Prime Minister, stating, 
“The next big revolution will 
be biotech-driven, and In-
dia is set to lead the world.” 
Referring to the liberaliza-
tion of space and nuclear 
sectors for private partici-
pation, Dr. Jitendra Singh 
said, “With these domains 
unlocked, only the sky is the 
limit for Indian science.” He 
called for the Government 
to assume the role of facili-
tator rather than controller, 
encouraging innovation to 
thrive. Dr. Jitendra Singh also 
lauded NITI Aayog’s Atal Tin-
kering Labs initiative, which 
has nurtured innovation at 
the school level, providing a 
strong foundation for India’s 
next generation of scientists 
and entrepreneurs. Vice 
Chairman of NITI Aayog, 

Shri Suman Bery, empha-
sized the urgent need for 
such a roadmap to ensure 
that State S&T Councils align 
their efforts with national 
development goals and drive 
innovation that is both in-
clusive and sustainable.

NITI Aayog Member Dr. 
V.K. Saraswat observed that 
“sustainability must be em-
bedded into the innovation 
process,” and highlighted 
the importance of capacity 
building at the state level to 
achieve long-term scientific 
excellence. The event was 
graced by Dr. N. Kalaiselvi, 
Director General, CSIR and 
Secretary, DSIR; Dr. M. Ravi-
chandran, Secretary, Minis-
try of Earth Sciences (MoES); 
Dr. Shivkumar Kalyanara-
man, CEO, Anusandhan Na-
tional Research Foundation 
(ANRF); along with senior 
officials from the Ministry 
of Science & Technology 
and its departments, and se-
nior advisors to NITI Aayog, 
were also present during the 
launch ceremony.

Hardeep Singh Puri Meets Global 
Leaders at 9th OPEC Seminar

New Delhi, June 10 (GNS)    
During his participation at 
the 9th OPEC International 
Seminar held in Vienna yes-
terday, Shri Hardeep Singh 
Puri, Minister of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas, held a 
series of important bilat-
eral and business meetings 
aimed at deepening India’s 
energy partnerships and 
supporting the country’s 
growing energy needs.

Puri met with His Excellen-
cy Tareq Sulaiman Al-Roumi, 
Kuwaiti Minister of Oil and 
Chairman of Kuwait Petro-
leum Corporation, where 
both sides discussed ways to 
further strengthen the exist-
ing association. Kuwait cur-
rently ranks as the 6th largest 
source of crude oil, 4th largest 
source of LPG, and stands as 
India’s 8th largest hydrocar-
bon trade partner, highlight-
ing the depth and strategic 
importance of this bilateral 
energy relationship.

In a separate meeting, Shri 
Puri met His Excellency Sen. 
Heineken Lokpobiri, Nigerian 

Minister of State for Petro-
leum Resources. This interac-
tion followed their previous 
engagement at Davos in 2024. 
Indian companies have been 
consistent buyers of Nigerian 
crude, and the discussions fo-
cused on exploring avenues 
to further expand hydrocar-
bons trade between the two 
nations and reinforce the 
longstanding partnership.

Additionally, Shri Puri held 

a brief meeting with Mr. Wael 
Sawan, CEO of Shell, to dis-
cuss potential collaborations 
in light of India’s ambitious 
exploration and production 
(E&P) plans. Under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, India is set to 
explore nearly 2.5 lakh square 
kilometres in new offshore 
and onshore areas, marking 
one of the world’s largest bid-
ding rounds. 
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Modi Govt driven by development & public welfare: Ramchander Rao Cyberabad Press-Police Cricket 
League 2026 Launched

DFI Depositors Asked to 
Submit Details

Rajnath Singh to review Combined Graduation 
Parade at Air Force Academy on June 13
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Hyderabad, June 10 (GNS)   
Telangana BJP State Presi-
dent N Ramchander Rao 
on Wednesday said the Na-
rendra Modi-led NDA gov-
ernment had transformed 
the country over the last 12 
years with a strong focus on 
development, public wel-
fare, infrastructure growth 
and economic reforms.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here to mark 12 years 
of the Modi government, 
Rao described Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s tenure 
as a “golden era” in India’s 
democratic history and said 
the Centre had worked with 
the objectives of “Jan Vish-
was, Vikas and Jan Kalyan” 
(People’s Trust, Develop-
ment and Public Welfare).

He said Modi had be-

come the longest-serving 
consecutively elected 
Prime Minister in the coun-
try after completing 4,399 
days in office and credited 
the achievement to the 
trust and aspirations of 140 
crore Indians.

The BJP leader alleged 
that corruption and scams 
had marked the earlier UPA 
regime, while the Modi 
government focused on re-

forms and freeing the coun-
try from a colonial mindset 
through measures such as 
replacing the IPC and CrPC 
with new criminal laws and 
introducing the National 
Education Policy. High-
lighting achievements of 
the NDA government, Rao 
said infrastructure spend-
ing had increased from 
around Rs 2 lakh crore be-
fore 2014 to Rs 12.2 lakh 
crore at present, while GST 
collections crossed Rs 22 
lakh crore during 2024-25.

He said India’s Ease of 
Doing Business ranking 
improved from 142 to 63 
and added that digital con-
nectivity had expanded 
across the country through 
BharatNet and digital lit-
eracy programmes.

Rao stated that over Rs 
50 lakh crore had been 
transferred directly to ben-
eficiaries through the JAM 
and DBT systems without 
middlemen. He also said 
the Modi government was 
leading the country towards 
self-reliance through initia-
tives such as the Produc-
tion Linked Incentive (PLI) 
scheme, which attracted 
investments worth nearly 
Rs 20 lakh crore and created 
around 12 lakh jobs. The 
BJP leader further said elec-
tronics manufacturing had 
grown significantly during 
the Modi government’s ten-
ure, while several reforms 
in infrastructure, gover-
nance and technology had 
strengthened India’s econo-
my and global standing.

Hyderabad, June 10 (GNS)    
Cyberabad Police Commis-
sioner Dr. M. Ramesh, IPS, 
inaugurated the “Cyber-
abad Press & Police Friend-
ly Cricket League–2026” 
today at the Cyberabad 
CP Office Parade Grounds. 
The tournament aims to 
further strengthen the cor-
dial relationship between 
the police and the media 
while fostering a spirit of 
sportsmanship. Organized 
under the supervision of 
CAR Headquarters DCP 
Sanjeev and Additional 
DCP Shameer, the event 
is scheduled to take place 
over three days, from June 
9 to June 11. Teams com-

prising police officers, per-
sonnel, and media repre-
sentatives are participating 
in the league.

In the matches held on 
the opening day, the 'Mal-
kajgiri Media Thunders' 
team, led by captain Vamsi, 
faced the 'Crime Partners' 
team. The 'Malkajgiri Me-
dia Thunders' emerged 
victorious in a thrilling 
contest, with Jestadi Raju 
named 'Man of the Match' 
for his outstanding perfor-
mance. In another match, 
the 'SCSC Defenders' team, 
led by captain Pranav, com-
peted against the 'Serilin-
gampally' team, led by cap-
tain Khadir. 

Hyderabad, June 10 (GNS)    
Hyderabad City Police 
have appealed to all de-
positors of Dhanwantari 
Foundation International 
(DFI), who have not yet 
submitted their invest-
ment details to the Central 
Crime Station (CCS), to do 
so at the earliest to facili-
tate the recovery and dis-
tribution process.

Based on a complaint 
lodged by Susrala Narsim-
ha Murthy, a case was reg-
istered at CCS, Hyderabad, 
on December 23, 2023, 
against the foundation un-
der Sections 406 and 420 
read with 34 of the IPC and 
Section 5 of the Telangana 

Protection of Depositors of 
Financial Establishments 
(TGPDFE) Act, police said 
in a release on Wednesday.

Investigations revealed 
that Dhanwantari Foun-
dation International Trust, 
represented by its direc-
tor Dr. P. Kamalakar Shar-
ma and others, allegedly 
lured senior citizens and 
members of the Brahmin 
community by promising 
attractive returns on de-
posits within a specified 
period. The organisation 
is accused of collecting 
nearly Rs 516 crore from 
more than 2,000 investors 
and subsequently cheat-
ing them.

Hyderabad, June 10 (GNS)    
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh will review the Com-
bined Graduation Parade 
(CGP) of the 217 Course 
at the Air Force Academy 
(AFA), Dundigal, near Hy-
derabad, on June 13.

The parade will mark the 
successful completion of 
pre-commissioning train-
ing of Flight Cadets from 
various branches of the In-
dian Air Force (IAF). During 
the ceremony, the Defence 
Minister, as the Reviewing 
Officer, will confer the Pres-
ident’s Commission on the 
graduating trainees.

The event will also wit-
ness the presentation of 

“Wings” and “Brevets” to 
Flight Cadets of the IAF, of-
ficers and trainees of the 
Indian Navy, Indian Coast 
Guard and the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam upon 
successful completion of 
training. Significantly, the 
CGP will mark the commis-
sioning of the first batch 
of women cadets from the 
National Defence Academy 
(NDA), Pune, who passed 
out on May 30, 2025, and 
subsequently underwent 
branch-specific training at 
the Air Force Academy.

The Defence Minister 
will also present the Presi-
dent’s Plaque to Flight Ca-
dets securing first position 

in the overall order of merit 
in Flying, Navigation and 
Ground Duty branches.

The ceremony will fea-
ture performances by the 
Akash Ganga skydiving 
team and the Air Warrior 
Drill Team (AWDT). Fly-
pasts led by Chief of the Air 
Staff Air Chief Marshal A.P. 
Singh will showcase trainer 
aircraft including the Pila-
tus PC-7 MkII, Hawk, Kiran 
and Chetak aircraft. Aerial 
displays by the SU-30 MKI 
fighter aircraft, Sarang he-
licopter display team and 
the Suryakiran Aerobatic 
Team (SKAT) are expected 
to be major attractions of 
the event.

Telangana sets record with 75 LMT 
Yasangi paddy procurement: Uttam

Telangana to Launch 'Indiramma Kutumba Bheema' 
Insurance Scheme for 1.15 Crore Families: Dy CM Bhatti

Hyderabad, June 10 (GNS)  
Telangana Irrigation and 
Civil Supplies Minister N. 
Uttam Kumar Reddy on 
Tuesday said Telangana 
had created a record in 
paddy procurement by 
purchasing over 75 lakh 
metric tonnes (LMT) of 
paddy during the current 
Yasangi season, despite 
the Centre fixing a target of 
only 52 LMT for the State.

Addressing a press 
conference at the Dr B R 
Ambedkar Secretariat along 
with Ministers Adluri Lak-
shman and Vakiti Srihari, 
Uttam Kumar Reddy said 
Telangana alone accounted 
for over 61 percent of India’s 
total Yasangi paddy pro-
curement.

He said the State govern-
ment spent an additional Rs 
6,650 crore during the cur-

rent Rabi season to ensure 
that farmers received Mini-
mum Support Price (MSP) 
for every grain brought to 
procurement centres.

The Minister said total 
Kharif and Rabi procure-
ment during the current 
KMS 2025-26 season had 
crossed 147 LMT, making it 
the highest-ever paddy pro-
curement in the history of 
Telangana and even com-
bined Andhra Pradesh.

He stated that the govern-
ment had directly credited 
around Rs 35,077 crore into 
the bank accounts of 25.20 
lakh farmers towards pro-
curement payments.

Criticising the BJP-led 
Central Government, Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy alleged 
that the Centre had reduced 
Telangana’s procurement 
target despite rising paddy 
production in the State. He 
demanded that the Centre 
procure the entire Yasangi 
paddy purchased by Telan-
gana under the MSP policy.

The Minister said 8,575 
procurement centres were 
operated across the State 
during the Yasangi season 
and assured farmers that 
the centres would remain 
open for another week to 
ten days to ensure procure-
ment of every grain.

Hyderabad, June 10 (GNS)  
Telangana Deputy Chief 
Minister and Finance Minis-
ter Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu 
on Tuesday announced that 
the State Government would 
soon launch the "Indiramma 
Kutumba Bheema" scheme, 
providing insurance cover-
age of 5 lakh to 1.15 crore 
families irrespective of caste 
or religion.

The insurance cover 
would provide financial as-
sistance in the event of ac-
cidental death and other 
tragedies, Bhatti said while 
addressing a public meeting 
after laying the foundation 
stone for power infrastruc-
ture development works 
worth 11 crore in Bhon-
gir. Highlighting the Con-
gress government's welfare 
agenda, the Deputy Chief 
Minister said the adminis-

tration was continuing to 
implement programmes 
under the "Indiramma Ra-
jyam" framework despite 
carrying a debt burden of 
8 lakh crore inherited from 
previous governments and 
spending 76,000 crore an-
nually on debt servicing.

He alleged that opposition 
parties were spreading mis-

information against the gov-
ernment and maintained 
that the Congress was fulfill-
ing promises made during 
its pre-election padayatra 
led by Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy and himself.

Bhatti also criticised the 
previous BRS government 
over its handling of the pow-
er sector, alleging that in-

adequate funding to power 
distribution companies had 
pushed them into debt de-
spite promises of free elec-
tricity. The present govern-
ment, he said, was spending 
14,000 crore annually to 
provide free power to nearly 
30 lakh agricultural pump 
sets while ensuring quality 
and uninterrupted electric-
ity supply.

He claimed that while the 
previous administration 
struggled to meet a peak de-
mand of 15,000 MW during 
2023-24, the current govern-
ment successfully handled 
a record peak demand of 
18,546 MW in 2025-26 with-
out disruptions. The Deputy 
Chief Minister urged the 
public not to be misled by 
what he termed false propa-
ganda by opposition leaders.

Referring to women-cen-

tric welfare measures, Bhatti 
said the government had 
provided free bus travel for 
women and extended inter-
est-free loans worth 67,000 
crore to women's self-help 
groups over the past two-
and-a-half years.

He said the government 
aimed to provide interest-
free loans totalling 1.25 lakh 
crore to women over five 
years and was encouraging 
self-help groups to purchase 
and operate buses through 
the Telangana State Road 
Transport Corporation (TG-
SRTC). On housing, Bhatti 
said the government had 
sanctioned 4.5 lakh hous-
es under the Indiramma 
Housing Scheme with an 
allocation of 22,500 crore, 
providing 5 lakh financial 
assistance to each eligible 
homeless poor family. 

Women’s progress is Telangana’s 
progress: Minister Seethakka

Telangana case behind the trouble for Meenakshi Natarajan’s rs nomination

Hyderabad, June 10 (GNS)   
Telangana Panchayat Raj 
and Rural Development 
Minister Danasari Anasuya 
Seethakka on Wednesday 
said the progress of women 
is the progress of society 
and asserted that the State 
Government is implement-
ing several programmes 
aimed at ensuring econom-
ic empowerment and finan-
cial security for women.

Participating in a pro-
gramme at Gandhi Bhavan 
for the distribution of sew-
ing machine training certifi-
cates to 3,000 women from 
the Bhuvanagiri Parliamen-
tary constituency, the Min-
ister said Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy was mov-
ing forward with the vision 
that women’s advancement 
would lead to the develop-
ment of Telangana. The pro-
gramme was organised by 
the Mother Education and 
Rural Development Society, 
led by Bojja Sandhya Reddy. 
Seethakka said women aged 
between 15 years and above 
60 years could join women’s 
self-help groups and as-
sured that sewing machines 
would be provided to those 
who completed the train-
ing. She said women inter-
ested in setting up shops 
would be provided loans 
ranging from Rs 1 lakh to 
Rs 2 lakh and additional fi-
nancial assistance would 
be extended for expanding 
businesses and purchasing 
more machines.

“We can create opportu-
nities, but women should 

come forward to establish 
businesses and grow inde-
pendently,” she said.

The Minister stated that 
the government had so far 
extended loans worth Rs 
61,000 crore to women’s 
groups and was bearing the 
interest burden to prevent 
women from depending on 
microfinance institutions.

She said nearly six 
lakh women had already 
availed loans under various 
schemes and added that 
the government was imple-
menting accident insurance 
and loan insurance pro-
grammes to provide finan-
cial security to women.

Highlighting the achieve-
ments of women’s groups, 
Seethakka said 553 buses 
had recently been handed 
over to women’s groups and 
that they were earning an 
average monthly income of 
around Rs 70,000 through 
their operations. She also 
noted that women’s groups 

earned Rs 159 crore during 
procurement operations in 
the previous crop season.

The Minister said women 
were excelling in sectors 
such as tailoring, jewellery 
making and event manage-
ment and urged them to 
establish self-employment 
centres and shops. She fur-
ther said interest-free loans 
ranging from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 
10 lakh were being provided 
and added that the govern-
ment was taking measures 
to ensure employment op-
portunities for everyone 
with tailoring skills in both 
rural and urban areas.

Seethakka said one lakh 
women had already been 
enrolled in “Sneha” groups 
and trained in bicycle rid-
ing, while plans were un-
derway to provide them 
with electric bikes in future.

She also pointed out that 
106 shops at Shilparamam 
were being successfully run 
by women.

Hyderabad, June 10 (GNS)    
A huge row erupted over 
Congress leader Meenakshi 
Natarajan’s nomination 
for Rajya Sabha in Madhya 
Pradesh. The focus is on the 
case allegedly pending in a 
court in Hyderabad, which 
was not mentioned in her af-
fidavit. The legal notice sent 
to the AICC in-charge for 
Telangana at the state Con-
gress office, Gandhi Bhavan, 
last year shows that she was 
one of the respondents in a 
private complaint filed by 
a former Congress leader 
and a former corporator of 
Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation (GHMC).

The complaint was filed 
under section 223 of BNSS 
in the Court of the 4th Ad-
ditional Chief Judicial Mag-

istrate at Hyderabad in 2025. 
Meenakshi Natarajan, listed 
as the fourth respondent, 
was directed to appear in the 
court on September 17, 2025, 
and file a counter, if any.

Srilatha, who was a cor-
porator elected on the TDP 
ticket from 2002 to 2007, had 
filed the petition in court 
against a Congress leader, 

Shiva Kumar Reddy, alleging 
that she faces a threat to her 
life from him and his sup-
porters. The complainant 
named seven Congress lead-
ers, including Meenakshi 
Natrajan, as respondents on 
the ground that they were 
apprised of the ‘harassment’ 
and ‘threats’ but had failed to 
act against the said person.

Following the court’s di-
rection on the complaint, an 
FIR was registered on May 
28, 2025. Sources in Con-
gress say that Natarajan was 
not named in the first police 
complaint filed by Srilatha 
in 2022. The case was then 
disposed of due to a lack of 
evidence. Her later private 
complaints in Hyderabad 
and Bengaluru, too, were 
disposed of.

The returning officer in 
Madhya Pradesh, who re-
jected Natarajan’s nomina-
tion, reportedly acted on 
a complaint by senior BJP 
leader and Minister in the 
Mohan Yadav government, 
Kailash Vijayvargiya. The 
complaint contended that a 
case involving Natarajan is 
pending before a Telangana 

court and was not disclosed 
in her nomination affidavit.

Kailash Vijayvargiya’s re-
mark suggesting that they 
received the ‘paper’ from a 
Congress leader in Telan-
gana sparked a row. Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) lead-
ers were quick to point fin-
gers at Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy, who also holds 
the home portfolio.

“Who informed Madhya 
Pradesh BJP? Is there a role 
of Home Minister of Telan-
gana?” asked BRS leader 
Krishank Manne.

The BRS leader claims that 
Natarajan opposed the Musi 
River beautification project, 
the demolitions of houses in 
Khammam, and deforesta-
tion at the University of Hy-
derabad.


