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India can become giobal - Home Minister Amit Shah Launches Land Port Management System

manufacturing, pharma
hub: Piyush Goyal

|
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New Delhi, June 9 (GNS):
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said
on Tuesday that India is
well-positioned to serve
the world as an innova-
tor, manufacturer, reli-
able supplier of affordable
medicines, partner in ad-
vanced healthcare tech-
nologies, and destination
for contract manufactur-
ing. Addressing the Global
Ambassador Meet on the
Pharmaceutical Sector
here, the minister noted
that Indian medicines are
widely accepted across
global markets owing to
the industry’s established
quality standards and
manufacturing  capabili-
ties. He also highlighted
the sector’s growing focus
on research, innovation,
advanced technologies
and higher-value products,
and invited global compa-
nies to invest, manufacture
and collaborate in India.
Goyal noted that India’s
pharmaceutical  exports
have increased from about
$14 billion in FY 2014-15
to about $31 billion in FY
2025-26, with medicines
reaching patients in more
than 200 countries. He
added that while India
continues to maintain
its leadership in generic
medicines, the sector is in-
creasingly moving towards
innovation-driven growth.
Describing iPHEX 2026
as an important plat-
form for showcasing In-
dia’s pharmaceutical and
healthcare capabilities
to the global market, he
urged Ambassadors, High
Commissioners and rep-
resentatives of foreign

missions to encourage
participation from their
respective countries.

India’s  pharmaceuti-
cal sector reflects the
country’s  commitment

to ensuring wider access
to quality and affordable

healthcare across the
world, he added.
Commerce Secretary

Rajesh Agrawal outlined
India’s goal of achieving
$50 billion in pharma-
ceutical exports by 2030
through quality, innova-
tion, regulatory excel-
lence and market di-
versification. He noted
that India has more than
10,500  manufacturing
units and over 60,000 ge-
neric brands across 60
therapeutic categories.

Agrawal further high-
lighted that over 60 per
cent of India’s pharma-
ceutical exports are des-
tined for highly regulated
markets, reflecting grow-
ing international confi-
dence in India’s pharma-
ceutical manufacturing
capabilities and quality
standards.

iPHEX 2026 will be
held at Bharat Manda-
pam here from Septem-
ber 7 to 9. The event is
expected to feature more
than 700 exhibitors, over
600 overseas business
delegates and around
25,000 domestic visitors.
The Curtain Raiser for
the Global Drug Regu-
latory Conclave 2026,
scheduled for July 30-31,
and iPHEX 2026 were
launched on the oc-
casion. A promotional
video showcasing both
events was also released.
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New Delhi, June 9 (GNS):
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday launched
a Land Port Management
System (LPMS) to improve
border and internal secu-
rity, underscoring the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
government’s promise to
secure the frontier and pro-
mote cross-border trade.
Calling the creation of the
Land Ports Authority of In-
dia (LPAI) an outcome of a
recommendation made in a
report, Home Minister Shah
said that Prime Minister Mo-
di’s vision has not only made
it a first layer of security but
also as an agency that makes
trade easier and more se-
cure. “It has also acted as a
bridge of connectivity be-
tween people on both sides.

It has added a new dimen-
sion to the concept of how
land ports can function. We
have also linked how land
ports can become ambassa-
dors of our culture and heri-
tage,” he added.

An official statement said
that the LPMS is a state-of-
the-art digital platform de-
signed to integrate opera-

tions across land ports into a
unified system.

“It enables secure, real-
time exchange of logistics
and regulatory information,
bringing land ports at par
with digital systems opera-
tional at airports and sea-
ports,” the statement added.

This initiative underscores
the Prime Minister Modi-led

Union government’s com-
mitment to smart border
management,
efficiency,
and security in cross-border
trade and passenger move-
ment through technology-
driven solutions, an official
statement said.

also inaugurated the newly-

enhancing
transparency,

The Union Home Minister

developed stakeholder ac-
commodation facilities at
the Dawki (Meghalaya) and
Srimantapur (Tripura) Land
Ports, further reinforcing in-
frastructure support for bor-
der security personnel and
other valuable stakeholders.

The launch of LPMS

marked a landmark step
in India’s journey towards

modern, technology-en-
abled smart border man-
agement system, reflecting
the nation’s strategic focus
on strengthening trade fa-
cilitation, connectivity, and
national security and ‘Viksit
Bharat by 2047 .

“As a neutral and open
platform, LPMS will facili-
tate seamless coordination
among various stakeholders,
including government agen-
cies and private operators,
thereby reducing delays and
enhancing operational effi-
ciency,” it added.

“The system introduces
end-to-end digital work-
flows for cargo and passen-
ger processing, including
slot booking, payments,
tracking, and single-window
clearances,” it said.

3 Foreign Universities get nod
to open campuses in india

New Delhi, June 9 (GNS):
The Education Ministry on
Tuesday issued Letters of
Approval (LoPs) to three
globally renowned Foreign
Higher Education Institu-
tions, with Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan describ-
ing the development as a
step towards advancing the
internationalisation vision
of NEP 2020. He said the
establishment of campuses
by the University of Bris-
tol, the University of York,
and the University of New
South Wales in India will
further strengthen quality
education, global learning
partnerships, and research
collaboration.

He noted that, with Bris-
tol and York establishing
campuses in Mumbai and
UNSW setting up its cam-
pus in Bengaluru, these
universities were aligning
with two of India’s most
dynamic knowledge, tech-

and innovation

nology,
hotspots. Describing Ben-
galuru as the new Silicon
Valley of the eastern world,

Pradhan welcomed the
three Universities to India
and congratulated them on
becoming part of the coun-
try’s growing global higher
education ecosystem.

The Letters of Approval
were handed over by the
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Secretary, Department
of Higher Education and
Chairman, University

Grants Commission, Vineet
Joshi, said an official state-
ment. The University of
Bristol will establish its
Mumbai Enterprise Cam-
pus, with proposed pro-
grammes in areas including
Immersive Arts, Finance,
Data Science.

India reaffirms commitmentTo
peace and stability in Aighanistan

New Delhi, June 9 (GNS):
Highlighting the enduring
civilisational links between
India and Afghanistan, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) on Tuesday reaf-
firmed New Delhi’s commit-
ment to peace, stability and
development in Afghanistan
and the region.

Addressing a weekly me-
dia briefing in New Delhi,
MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal cited India’s state-
ment at the UN Assistance
Mission in  Afghanistan
(UNAMA) briefing, under-
scoring India’s continued
humanitarian ~ assistance
and development partner-
ship with the Afghanistan.

“Afghanistan, we had a
meeting yesterday in New
York where you saw our
Permanent Representative
(PR), he made a statement
on the UNAMA briefing
where we have reiterated
that India and Afghanistan

are contiguous neighbours.
As civilisational states, our
ties have spanned centu-
ries. We stand in favor of
peace and stability in Af-
ghanistan and in the region
so as to foster development
and stability in the region.
We also talked about our
development cooperation,
our longstanding friend-
ship and development co-
operation that we continue
to do in Afghanistan on the
side of food security, on the
side of medicine, pharma
support and health,” Jaisw-
al stated.

“‘And many of our de-

velopment  cooperation
programmes cut across
gender. It benefits people
across the board, including
women and children. We've
also provided scholarships
and capacity-building pro-
grammes to people of Af-
ghanistan, and these will
continue. You would have
seen we have also made
statements or reflected
on some of the peace and
security-related issues that
were highlighted in the re-
port, as also in the briefing
that was done.

India’s west asia approach is shaped
by distinct ties with all players: FAM

New Delhi, June 9 (GNS):
External Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar on
Tuesday said that India’s
approach towards West
Asia is guided by its deep
and distinct relationships
with all key stakeholders in
the region, including the
United States, Iran, Israel
and the Gulf countries.
Speaking about India’s
evolving foreign policy
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during an in-
terview with DD News,
EAM Jaishankar said New
Delhi’s interests today are
far broader and more ex-
tensive compared to the

previous era and that the
country’s diplomatic en-
gagement, conduct and
outlook naturally reflect
those expanding interests.

“Our interests are much
bigger and much more
spread out than in the
earlier eras. So, when your

interests are much deeper,
then naturally our engage-
ment, our behaviour, and
our attitude reflect that.
I'll give you an example.
Let’s take what is currently
happening in the Gulf. So,
you have essentially four
parties. I'm simplifying it
a bit. So, there is the US,
there is Iran, there is Israel,
and there is, for the sake of
the argument, putting the
Gulf together as a single
party, though they are dif-
ferent,” the EAM stated.

“Now, justlook at it from
our point of view today as
opposed to how we may
have approached it hypo-
thetically before.
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1 express my heartfelt
gratitude to all those

who came forward and

supported this noble cause | _
through their contributions,
prayers, and encouragement.

Your generosity and compassion

have given a new hope
and life to this

innocent child.

Every donation,
®@ e everyprayer and every
i" good wish has made a

huge difference.

JAZAKALLAH KHAIR

@ 0

THANK YOU THANK YOU
DONORS WELL-WISHERS

#ALHAMDULILLAH

BY THE GRACE OF ALLAH

The AV Canal Repair Surgery and
PA Banding Repair Surgery of

BABY IQRA FATIMA

—— (6 MONTHS OLD) ——

a resident of Barkas under

Chandrayangutta Assembly Constituency,
has been successfully completed at [

QTG RAINBOW CHILDREN’S LIk yay: RAO

T humbly request everyone to
continue praying for her speedy
and complete recovery.

May Almighty Allah bless every donor,
i |, well-wisher, and supporter with good health,

prosperity, and abundant rewards.

THANK YOU
SUPPORTERS

HUMANITY FIRST + SERVICE TO HUMANITY IS SERVICE TO ALLAH
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TOGETHER
WE SAVE LIVES

(MLA) & WORKING PRESIDENT
s iBRS———

o

Special thanks to
Sri K. T. Rama Rao (MLA)
& Working President BRS
for extending his support in this
case and personally monitoring
the child's condition during
the surgery.

+
His concern and timely
intervention provided immense ‘
encouragement to the family
during this difficult period.
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AAMEEN

SAVE CHILDREN
SAVE FUTURES
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Mamata Banerjee meets Sonia Gandhi
regarding growing crisis in TMC

New Delhi, June 9 (GNS)
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
chief Mamata Banerjee met
senior Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi in New Delhi amid
escalating political challeng-
es facing the Trinamool Con-
gress following its recent elec-
toral setback in West Bengal.
The meeting took place at
Sonia Gandhi’s residence at
10Janpath, a day after leaders
of the opposition INDIA bloc
gathered in the national capi-
tal and emphasized the need
for unity and better coordi-
nation among alliance part-
ners. The two leaders had also
shared a warm interaction
during the opposition meet-
ing, highlighting efforts to
project opposition cohesion.
According to sources, the

discussions focused on the
future strategy of opposition
parties, coordination within
the INDIA alliance, and the
evolving political situation in
West Bengal, where the Trin-
amool Congress is grappling
with internal dissent.

The meeting assumes sig-
nificance as the TMC faces
one of its most serious in-
ternal crises in recent years.

Reports indicate that a group
of rebel MPs has sought to
distance itself from the party
leadership, while several leg-
islators have also challenged
the authority of the current
leadership structure.

The political turmoil inten-
sified after a section of TMC
MPs reportedly expressed
support for the BJP-led NDA,
while rebel leaders have

claimed the backing of a sub-
stantial number of lawmak-
ers. The developments have
triggered concerns over the
future direction of the party
and its role in national op-
position politics. The closed-
door meeting between Ba-
nerjee and Gandhi is being
viewed as an important ef-
fort to strengthen opposition
coordination and discuss
political strategy at a time
when the TMC is confronting
internal rebellion and organ-
isational challenges. Political
observers believe the discus-
sions could play a key role
in shaping opposition unity
in Parliament and beyond,
especially as the INDIA bloc
seeks to maintain a united
front against the ruling BJP.

Patna, June 9 (GNS) A Patna
court on Tuesday ordered a
stay on the arrest of popular
educator Faisal Khan, wide-
ly known as Khan Sir, until
further directions in con-
nection with a case linked
to a recent firing incident
involving his security per-
sonnel.

According to his lawyer,
Arvind Kumar Mouar, Khan
Sir had been named in an
FIR related to an incident in
which gunshots were alleg-
edly fired by guards during
an attack on his coaching
institute earlier this month.

“The court has stayed his
arrest till further orders and
has directed the police to
produce the case diary and
other relevant records on

the next hearing,” Mouar
told reporters in Patna.
Khan Sir had moved an
anticipatory bail plea be-
fore the court on Monday.
His legal team argued that
all relevant facts had been
presented before the judi-
ciary in accordance with the
law. The court is expected to
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Patna Court stays arrest of Khan
Sir in coaching institute firing case

take up the matter again af-
ter reviewing the case diary.
The next date of hearing has
not yet been fixed.

The court also sought de-
tails regarding two guards
who were detained by po-
lice in connection with the
firing incident. Their hear-
ing is scheduled for the fol-

lowing day, once the case
diary is submitted.

The case stems from an
incident on June 2 night,
when around 15-20 un-
identified individuals alleg-
edly vandalised the Khan
Global Studies Institute in
Patna and pelted stones at
the premises. In response,
gunshots were reportedly
fired by security guards at
the site. Police had earlier
detained two guards asso-
ciated with the institute as
part of the investigation.

The matter is currently
under judicial consider-
ation, and Khan Sir has
been granted protection
from coercive action while
cooperating with the ongo-
ing investigation.

MP Congress candidate

Bhopal, June 9 (GNS) The
upcoming elections to three
Rajya Sabha seats in Madhya
Pradesh took a dramatic turn
on Tuesday with the nomina-
tion of Congress candidate
Meenakshi Natarajan being
rejected on charges of con-
cealing information about a
case in the affidavit.

The upcoming elections
to three Rajya Sabha seats in
Madhya Pradesh took a dra-
matic turn on Tuesday with
the nomination of Congress
candidate Meenakshi Natara-
jan being rejected on charges
of concealing information
about a case in the affidavit.

"Natarajan's nomination
has been rejected by the re-

turning officer on the grounds
of hiding information about
a case," an MP Assembly
official told. Senior lawyer
and Rajya Sabha MP Vivek
Tankha told PTI Videos, "I
have personally examined the
nomination papers. This is
no longer a case of vote theft,
but rather a case of seat theft.
Democracy has been openly
robbed. You may ask how?
She (Natarajan) had not con-
cealed any information that
was required to be declared.
No FIR was filed against her."

A complaint was submit-
ted by BJP candidate Mahesh
Kewat, contesting the third
Rajya Sabha seat, to the re-
turning officer alleging that

Meenakshi Nataralan s Rajya Sabha nomination rejected, party protests

Natarajan deliberately hid in-
formation about a case filed
against her in Telangana.
Sanket Gupta, the lawyer
representing Kewat, told re-
porters that a criminal case
was pending against Natara-
jan in a Telangana court and
this was not mentioned in
her affidavit submitted along
with the nomination papers.
He said the returning offi-
cer rejected her nomination
on this basis. "This informa-

tion has been deliberately

concealed. According to Su-
preme Court guidelines, you
are required to provide this
information in the affidavit.
Kewat had filed an objection
to Natarajan's candidacy un-

der this same provision," he
added. Gupta claimed several
other "deficiencies" were also
found in the nomination pa-
pers. State minister Kailash
Vijayvargiya called it a "vic-
tory for justice" and said the

BJP had filed its objection
following constitutional pro-
cedures. Tankha insisted Na-
tarajan, a former Lok Sabha
member from Mandsaur in
Madhya Pradesh, faces no
FIR."There was only a notice

under Section 223 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure,

which an applicant claimed

compensation of Rs 10 crore
from her and others. Natara-
jan objected to that notice,
stating that it could not have
been sent to her because she
had no connection to the
case. There was no crime
registered, no FIR, and no le-

gal case pending." The Rajya

Sabha MP called the nomi-
nation rejection a sad devel-
opment. "So, what could she

declare as an FIR or a judicial

case? Merely issuing a notice
by a court does not, in itself,
establish a case or a crime.
Without any legal process,
an unusual situation was

in

created, based on which the
Bhopal returning officer de-
feated the winning candidate
of a national party. This is ex-
tremely sad," Tankha said.

He suggested the Congress
should take the matter to the
Supreme Court.

"It is a murder of democ-
racy. We understand that an
election petition can be filed
against this, but in these spe-
cial circumstances, I would
advise my party to go directly
to the Supreme Court. The en-
tire matter must be exposed
and those responsible must
be exposed. If this practice of
rejecting nomination papers
begins in a democracy, then
democracy will cease to exist

in this country. This will be
the beginning of the end of
democracy," Tankha asserted.

Congress's Madhya
Pradesh in-charge, Harish
Chaudhary, claimed no case
had been filed against Nata-
rajan and that the BJP was
bringing up such cases to
harass her. He maintained
Natarajan had just received a
show-cause notice from the
court, and it was not neces-
sary to mention it in the af-
fidavit.

Election Commission's in-
structions are clear that infor-
mation must be provided in
the nomination when a case
is filed, not upon receiving a
notice, Chaudhary argued.

Tejashwi Yadav welcomes SC's suggestion
on voter |ISt revision in Bihar

Patna, June 9 (GNS) A day
after the Supreme Court
suggested that the Election
Commission of India con-
sider Aadhaar card, voter ID
card, ration card, and other
documents in the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
the voter list in Bihar, RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav ex-
pressed satisfaction over
the development.

“I sincerely thank the Su-
preme Court of India for its
suggestion to the Election
Commission. We have been
raising the same points,
questioning why Aadhaar
card, ration card, MNREGA
job card, and other docu-
ments are not being ac-
cepted for voter list revision.
The Supreme Court has now
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echoed these concerns, and
we are thankful to the apex
court,” Tejashwi Yadav said.
The Supreme Court, dur-
ing a hearing on Thursday,
advised the Election Com-
mission to consider these
documents during the SIR
process in Bihar to facilitate
voter verification. CPI-ML
National General Secretary
Dipankar Bhattacharya also
expressed satisfaction over

the Supreme Court’s inter-
vention, stating that it ad-
dresses the concerns of the
common voters of Bihar.
Meanwhile, the SIR pro-
cess is progressing rapidly in
Bihar, with 74.39 per cent of
the 7.90 crore voters having
submitted their enumeration
forms so far. In the second
phase of the SIR, Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) are conduct-
ing door-to-door visits to
assist voters in filling and
submitting forms. Covering
all assembly constituencies,
38 District Election Officers
(DEOs), 243 Electoral Regis-
tration Officers (EROs), and
963 Assistant Electoral Reg-
istration Officers (AEROS)
are continuously monitoring
the process on the ground.

Congress not 'anxious' about leadership
change in K’taka: D.K Shivakumar

Kolkata, June 9 (GNS) Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Thursday said that though
2025 was not easy consid-
ering the Pahalgam terror
attack, the tourism sector
in Jammu and Kashmir has
started bouncing back.
While admitting that the
tourists have an area of
concern over the Pahalgam
massacre, he assured that all
necessary actions have been
adopted to ensure the safety
and security of the tourists
there. He said that his assur-
ance could be vouched for
by the tourists who visited
and returned from Pahalgam
recently,. CM Abdullah also
claimed that there had been
a noticeable increase in the
number of flights to Jammu

and Kashmir, especially for
the ongoing Amarnath Yatra.
Speaking at a travel and tour-
ism event here, Omar Abdul-
lah also complimented the
role of the Mamata govern-
ment and the people from
West Bengal in expressing
solidarity towards the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir.
"The people of West Ben-

gal have always been with
us. Our relationship goes a
long way, and the basis of
this relationship is trust and
affection. West Bengal had
always stood beside Jammu
and Kashmir both politically
and economically," he said.
Later in the day, CM Abdul-
lah is also scheduled to have
a meeting with West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee at the state secretariat
of Nabanna.

After the Pahalgam trag-
edy, the Trinamool Congress
sent a five-member delega-
tion to Jammu and Kash-
mir to review the situation.
At that time, the members
of the delegation also met
Omar Abdullah at his offi-
cial residence there.

India’s best ‘off-shore airport’ to be built
in Mumbal. Devendra Fadnavis

Mumbai, June 9 (GNS) Ma-
harashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis on Friday
claimed that the country’s
best 'off-shore airport' will
be built in Mumbai, which
will be the third airport in
Mumbai. “The work on this
will start soon. Currently, the
state has airport and runway
facilities in 24 districts, and
these facilities are being ex-
panded to 30 districts in the
coming period,” he claimed
while speaking at the "'West-
ern Region Ministers Confer-
ence' organised by the Union
Ministry of Civil Aviation.
The Chief Minister said
that India is the fastest-
growing economy in the
world, adding that there is
a great need for a robust
aviation ecosystem that will
lead India towards develop-
ment. “Till a few years ago,

aviation was a matter only
for the Centre, but now the
situation has changed. This
issue is becoming important
as states which do not give
priority to aviation will lag
behind in progress. We are
creating all the facilities that
complement green field and
ground field aviation in the
state. There is a great need
for manpower for this,” he
said. He pointed out that

soon India will become the
third-largest economy in the
world, and aviation will have
a big share in this progress,
adding that currently, 24 dis-
tricts in the state have airport
and runway facilities.

“These facilities will be ex-
panded to 30 districts in the
coming period. The runways
are being upgraded. The air-
port and night landing facili-

ties attract a large number of

entrepreneurs and investors.
A proposal has been submit-
ted to the central govern-
ment to build a new airport
in a remote district like Gad-
chiroli. An investment of Rs
1.5 lakh crore will be made in
Gadchiroli, which is expect-
ed to increase to Rs 10 lakh
crore,” he claimed.

The Chief Minister said
that the work on the Navi
Mumbai Airport started in
the 1990s, adding that this
work required various per-
missions.

He added that it took
fifteen years to get these
various permissions, seven
of which were granted by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at once. “We are start-
ing the Navi Mumbai Air-
port soon. This airport and
the Atal Setu will contribute
a lot to progress.

Srinagar, June 9 (GNS) Se-
nior religious leader Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq said on
Friday that the authorities
have not allowed him to
go to the Jama Masjid to
deliver his weekly sermon.

“Disallowed to go to
Jama Masjid today, put un-
der house arrest, fearing
the mention of the martyrs
of 13th July 1931 in my Fri-
day sermon! The sacrifice
of these martyrs and all the
martyrs since, is etched in
the collective memory of
Kashmir and can not be
undone by restrictions
and bans." He further said,
“No living nation can for-
get the supreme sacrifice
of life of its martyrs against
tyranny and injustice. It is
my appeal to the authori-
ties to remove the restric-
tions and allow people to

Mirwaiz placed under house
arrest in J&K's Srinagar

peacefully pay homage to
the martyrs of 13th July.
Inshallah if allowed as per
our tradition, we will visit
the martyrs graveyard on
July 13th after Zuhr prayers
and pay homage to the re-
vered martyrs”, Mirwaiz
Umar said on X.

Mirwaiz Umar was re-
ferring to July 13, which
was observed as 'Martyrs'
Day' in J&amp;K before
the abrogation of Article
370. It was a day to re-
member the death of pro-
testers who stormed the
Srinagar central jail on
this day in 1931 against
the in camera trial of Abul
Qadeer, a Pathan butler of
a British officer, who had
delivered a speech asking
people to rise against the
autocratic rule of Dogra

Maharaja Hari Singh.

DRDO and IAF successfully
test indigenous missile
Astra off Odisha coast

Chennai, June 9 (GNS) DMK
President and Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin on Thursday
took a sharp dig at AIADMK
General Secretary Edappadi
K. Palaniswami’s statewide
campaign ‘Save Tamil Nadu’,
stating there was no need to
save a state that has already
been rescued from the mis-
rule of the previous AIADMK
regime. Instead, he quipped,
Palaniswami should focus on
“saving the AIADMK from the
BJP’s clutches.”

Speaking at a public func-
tion in Tiruvarur where he
inaugurated completed proj-
ects, laid foundation stones
for new ones, and distributed
welfare assistance, CM Stalin
said the Dravidian model gov-
ernment under his leadership
is a continuation of the vision
of late leader M. Karunanidhi.
“This government has en-
sured all-round development
across sectors,” he said. High-
lighting key achievements
in the agriculture sector, CM
Stalin pointed out that the
Mettur dam has been releas-
ing water on the customary
date of June 12 only under the
current DMK regime.

He said this has led to in-
creased paddy cultivation
and higher food production.
“Farmers are also getting bet-
ter prices for their produce,”
Stalin added.

Announcing a slew of de-
velopment projects for Tiru-
varur district, CM Stalin said
a new commercial complex
would be built in the Jubilee
Market area at a cost of Rs 11
crore and also announced the
establishment of a Tiruvarur
Model School in Nannilam at
a cost of Rs 56 crore, a Gov-
ernment Arts and Science
College for Women at Mann-
argudi, and the renovation of
local waterbodies at a cost of
Rs 43 crore. A detailed project
report for a Nannilam bypass
road would be prepared soon,
and a statue of Nel Jayaraman
will be erected at Thiruth-
uraipoondi, he said.

Despite the state facing
a financial crunch and the
Centre withholding its right-
ful share of funds, CM Stalin
asserted that his government
continues to push forward
with development projects.
Taking a swipe at Palaniswa-
mi, he said, “How can you
save Tamil Nadu when you
cannot even save the AIAD-
MK from the BJP? Earlier you
were the dubbing artist for
the BJP; now you've become
its full-time spokesperson.”

Responding to EPS’ criti-
cism of the Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments
(HR&amp;CE) Department
building educational insti-
tutions, CM Stalin said.
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Drip Irrigation Can Transform Indian Agriculture,
Boost Productivity and Exports

New Delhi, June 9 (GNS)
Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Piyush
Goyal on Wednesday said
that India’s agriculture and
fisheries exports have now
reached Rs 4.5 lakh crore
but they have the poten-
tial to grow to Rs 20 lakh
crore, provided the country
strengthens food processing
and improves the quality of
branding and packaging.

Addressing the ICC: Kri-
shi Vikram Thematic Ses-
sion, Goyal said that India’s
agricultural export basket is
expanding with new com-
modities such as litchi,
pineapple, bottle gourd, and
jamun, which were not ex-
ported earlier, now reaching
international markets.

He mentioned that jamun
was recently exported to the
UK, and litchis from Punjab
were exported to Doha and
Dubai. He added that India’s
footprint in global markets
such as the UAE, Saudi Ara-
bia, and other Gulf nations
is steadily growing.

He also highlighted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
global push for millets
through the International
Year of Millets, which has
brought global attention to
India’s traditional grains and
their nutritional value.

The minister pointed out
that when farmers, indus-
tries, and exporters work
together, challenges are
resolved more efficiently.
He said government assis-
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tance would be available
for packaging and design
support to scale up exports.
Goyal underlined the need
to build a resilient supply
chain across agriculture,
from seeds to fertilisers, in-
secticides, pesticides, and
equipment such as water
pumps. He said that India
must be prepared for any
global disruption in agri-
cultural imports and ensure
self-reliance across all as-

pects of farm inputs.

The minister emphasised
that drip irrigation can be
a game changer for India’s
agriculture, particularly in
rain-fed areas. He said that
water conservation meth-
ods like drip irrigation must
be scaled up into a mass
movement. By creating
small water bodies at the
village level and adopting
drip irrigation widely, Indi-
an agriculture can become

more predictable and less
vulnerable to climate vari-
ability. These steps will not
only enhance productivity
but also facilitate exports
by improving crop reliabil-
ity and consistency.

He highlighted the ben-
efits of replacing outdated
water pumps with smaller,
energy-efficient ~ models.
These smart pumps can be
controlled remotely via mo-
bile phones, provide data
on water usage, and help
farmers regulate irrigation.
When integrated with drip
systems, they can signifi-
cantly reduce water wastage
and damage caused by over-
irrigation. He said energy-
efficient pumps combined
with drip irrigation could
also bring down input costs
and improve the overall
sustainability of farming
practices. By reducing elec-
tricity usage and optimising
water consumption, these
technologies directly benefit
farmers and enhance long-
term productivity.

New Delhi, June 9 (GNS)
Gross loan advances by
non-banking financial
companies (NBFCs) have
grown significantly, dou-
bling from Rs 24 lakh crore
as of March 2021 to Rs 48
lakh crore as of March 2025,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said.
Addressing the ‘NBFC
Symposium 2025’ here, she
said NBFCs have emerged
as an important source of
credit for segments that
have historically been un-
derserved or excluded. “The
NBFC ecosystem has over
9,000 registered entities,
which range from large in-
frastructure lenders to niche
players in microfinance and
asset-backed lending. To-
gether, they fulfil a range of
credit needs and are the first
point of contact for crores of
citizens and small business-
es seeking financial empow-
erment,” the Finance Minis-
ter told the gathering.
Recent regulatory mea-
sures such as the restora-
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Regulatory Easing to
Strengthen Credit Growth

tion of risk weights on bank
lending and the easing of
financial conditions are ex-
pected to further improve
credit prospects, strength-
ening the overall funding
environment for the sector.
“With the recent RBI mea-
sures reducing the costs of
funds to the sector, I urge
NBFCs to pass on the ben-
efits of this reduction onto
customers. The government
remains committed to sup-
porting the NBFC sector by
enabling a responsive policy
environment,” she stated.
The Finance Minister fur-
ther said she wants to assure
the industry that “we are

committed to a consulta-
tive approach, and the is-
sues flagged in the consul-
tations with NBFCs will be
examined with due atten-
tion”. “Deep collaboration
between NBFCs and banks,
especially through co-lend-
ing arrangements, needs to
be there. Such partnerships
should be institutionalised
and scaled. A seamless
digital co-lending architec-
ture, common onboarding
standards, and interoper-
able servicing platforms can
greatly enhance credit flow
to underserved sectors while
ensuring risk-sharing and
efficiency,” she highlighted.

Railways give 9,000 jobs in Q1;
plans 50,000 for FY 2025-26

New Delhi, June 9 (GNS) In-
dian Railways has already
handed out over 9,000 ap-
pointment letters in the first
quarter of the financial year
2025-26 (Q1 FY26), and is
on track to offer more than
50,000 jobs by the end of this
fiscal year, the Ministry of
Railways announced.

The Railway Recruitment
Boards (RRBs) have been
actively conducting large-
scale recruitment drives to
fill various positions. Since
November 2024, the RRBs
have held Computer-Based
Tests (CBTs) for over 1.86
crore candidates across the
country for seven different
recruitment notifications.

These notifications to-
gether aim to fill 55,197 va-
cancies, most of which will
be appointed during the cur-
rent financial year. Conduct-
ing exams for such a large
number of candidates is a
massive task that requires
detailed planning and coor-
dination. To make the pro-
cess more convenient, RRBs
have started allotting exam

centres closer to the candi-
dates’ homes.

Special priority is being
given to female candidates
and persons with benchmark
disabilities (PwBDs) for lo-
cal centres. This change has
increased the need for more
exam centres and staff, but is
aimed at making the recruit-
ment process more acces-
sible and inclusive. To ensure
transparency and fairness,
RRBs have introduced Aad-
haar-based e-KYC authen-
tication for the first time in
such large-scale exams.

This step has seen a high
success rate of over 95 per
cent in verifying candidates’
identities. Additionally, to
curb cheating and the use of
unfair means, jammers are
now being used in 100 per
cent of the exam centres to
block electronic communi-
cation. The recruitment drive
is not slowing down anytime
soon. Following the annual
calendar, twelve more noti-
fications have already been
issued since 2024, aiming to
fill 1,08,324 vacancies.

Mumbai, June 9 (GNS) The
Indian benchmark indices
opened flat on Thursday
amid mixed global cues as
selling was seen in the auto
and IT sectors in the early
trade. At around 9.29 am,
Sensex was trading 40.96
points or 0.05 per cent
down at 83,495.12 while
the Nifty declined 17.70
points or 0.07 per cent at
25,458.40. Nifty Bank was
up 29.50 points or 0.05 per
cent at 57,243.05 in early
trade. The Nifty Midcap
100 index was trading at
59,448 after adding 108.40
points or 0.18 per cent.
Nifty Smallcap 100 index
was at 19,057.75 after add-
ing 50.35 points or 0.26 per
cent. According to analysts,
with trade and tariff news
feeling more routine these
days, the market is brac-
ing for the start of earnings
season. "The big banks, in-
cluding JPMorgan Chase,
Citigroup, and Wells Fargo,
start reporting next Tues-
day. As of now, analysts ex-
pect 5.8 per cent earnings
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growth for the S&amp;P
500 in the second quarter,"
said Vikram Kasat, Head-
Advisory, PL Capital.
Expectations from the
IT sector are limited. How-
ever, midcap IT is likely
to post good results and
positive commentary, said
experts. "Banks, despite
strong balance sheets and
abundant liquidity, are
struggling with low credit
growth. Outperformers in
the banking segment will
be those who post good
credit growth. In autos,
M&amp;M and Eicher have

Sensex and Niity open flat as market
prepares for Q1 FY26 earnings season

the potential to outper-
form," they added.

Meanwhile, in the Sensex
pack, Tata Steel, Axis Bank,
Power Grid, Bajaj Finance,
M&amp;M, ICICI Bank and
Titan were the top gainers.
Whereas, Tata Motors, In-
fosys, Sun Pharma, Bharti
Airtel, TCS, Asian Paints,
NTPC and HDFC Bank
were the top losers.

On the institutional
front, foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) were net
buyers of equities worth
Rs 77 crore on July 9, while
domestic institutional in-

vestors (DIIs) were also net
buyers, investing Rs 920
crore on the same day.

In the Asian markets,
Hong Kong, Seoul, China
and Jakarta were trading
in green and only Japan
was trading in red. In the
last trading session, Dow
Jones in the US closed
at 44,458.30, up 217.54
points, or 0.49 per cent. The
S&amp;P 500 ended with a
gain of 37.74 points, or 0.61
per cent at 6,263.26 and the
Nasdagq closed at 20,611.34,
up 192.87 points, or 0.94
per cent.

India and OPEC have a unique
& symbiotic relationship: Puri

Vienna, June 9 (GNS) Union
Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh
Puri, has emphasised In-
dia’s strong partnership
with OPEC, discussing ways
to ensure that oil markets
remain balanced to ensure
smooth global transition
into green and alternative
energies. Puri met OPEC
Secretary General Haitham
Al-Ghais at the 9th OPEC In-
ternational Seminar here.
“We discussed India’s
strong partnership with
OPEC and ways to ensure
that oil markets remain bal-
anced and predictable to
ensure smooth global tran-
sition into green and alter-
native energies particularly
in the light of recent geopo-
litical challenges,” said
Union Minister in a post on
X social media platform.
India, as world’s third
largest importer of oil, and
OPEC, the grouping of major
oil producers, have a unique
and symbiotic relationship,
he mentioned. During his

address at the event, Puri
said even as India’s efforts to
achieve energy security con-
tinue to gain momentum,
“we continue to implement
programs to fulfil energy
needs of our citizens”. “More
than 103 million LPG con-
nections have been provid-
ed to women from economi-
cally weaker households as
a part of Prime Minister’s
visionary Pradhan Man-
tri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY)
which is the world’s largest
clean cooking programme,”
he told the gathering.

This has improved both
energy access and public
health outcomes. Boosted
by inclusive efforts such as
these, LPG coverage in India
has soared from 55 per cent
in 2014 to near universal ac-
cess today while LPG prices
for PMUY beneficiaries in
India are among the lowest
globally. Despite a steep 58
per cent increase in inter-
national LPG prices, PMUY
consumers pay only $6-7 for
a 14.2 kg cylinder, which is

India ranks among world’s top 10 tech markets
in 2025, leads on talent availability

Bengaluru, June 9 (GNS)
India ranks among world’s
top 10 tech markets in 2025,
particularly standing out in
terms of talent availability,
with its top six cities making
the top 10 list for tech talent
acquisition in the Asia-Pacif-
ic region, a report showed.

The Asia Pacific region
is gaining momentum as a
global tech talent hub, being
home to three of the world’s
top 10 locations — Bengaluru
in India, Tokyo in Japan and
Beijing in China, said the re-
port from Colliers.

“India is a powerhouse of
tech talent and a key player
in the global innovation
ecosystem, supported by
availability of skilled talent
and employment opportu-
nities across Tier I as well as
emerging cities of the coun-
try,” said Arpit Mehrotra,
Managing Director, Office
Services, India, Colliers.

ading tech cities in India
account for 69 per cent of
the total tech talent in the
Asia Pacific region. Benga-

luru and Hyderabad, which
host the region’s largest tal-
ent clusters, continue to lead
tech leasing activity, togeth-
er driving nearly 50 per cent
of the conventional office
space uptake in H1 2025.
“With the availability of
high-quality office space,
robust IT infrastructure, and
cost competitiveness, India’s
office markets will contin-
ue to feature prominently
among the top destinations
for technology-led global
economic expansion,” Meh-

rotra added. The report ex-
amined more than 200 glob-
al markets based on their
talent acquisition, venture
capital (VC) funding, labour
index, talent pipeline and
sector composition.

India ranks among the top
destinations for tech talent
both in the Asia Pacific as
well as globally. Bengaluru
and Hyderabad continue
to remain preferred tech
destinations in India, fol-
lowed closely by other major
markets, all of which attract

global tech companies with
skilled talent availability and
a mature tech ecosystem,
the report found.

Occupiers in the technol-
ogy sector remain a cor-
nerstone of office space
demand across India’s top
seven cities, driving Grade
A space uptake in both con-
ventional and flex spaces
over the past years. Dur-
ing H1 2025, tech occupiers
leased over 10 million square
feet of office space across the
top seven cities, driving 40
per cent of the conventional
space demand. Within flex
spaces too, nearly half of the
demand came from technol-
ogy firms. Global Capability
Centres (GCCs) particularly
those in the technology
space - continue to drive In-
dia’s commercial real estate
momentum. With a strong
focus on innovation, scal-
ability, and cost efficiency,
India has firmly established
itself as a global hub for GCC
expansion, especially across
its top office markets.

New Delhi, June 9 (GNS)
Shipping and waterways will
play a vital role in enhancing
India’s exports as the coun-
try is headed to become the
third largest economic pow-
er, Minister of State for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways,
Shantanu Thakur, said.

Addressing a conference
on exports logistics organ-
ised by the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) here,
the minister emphasised
that equal and balanced fo-
cus on development of each
sector is crucial.

Thakur highlighted that
reduction of the turnaround
time of ships in the trans-
portation of goods is of
paramount importance. “As
70 per cent of trade happens
through shipping, there is a
need for vast development
of the shipping industry, ”
Thakur pointed out.

He also said that the use
of artificial intelligence is an
imperative for deeper devel-
opment of the shipping and
logistics sector. The minister

mentioned the need for im-
proved communication to
establish a robust connectiv-
ity infrastructure, spanning
from the Northeast region to
the Northwest part of India,
encompassing both first mile
and last-mile connections.
Speaking at the conference,
Rajesh Agrawal, Special Sec-
retary, Department of Com-
merce, highlighted three
important factors in India's
logistics journey. First, the
container revolution played
an important role in enhanc-
ing the role of Global Value
Chains (GVC).

He further emphasised
the significance of India's
ongoing and past free trade
agreement (FTA) negotia-
tions in enhancing India's
participation in GVCs, add-
ing that identification of
gaps in multimodal trans-
portation and bringing all
stakeholders together will
bring down the logistics
cost, driving exports and
growth in India’s economy.

Secondly, Agrawal men-
tioned that there is a need
for more air cargo space,
port space, rail and road
space, in addition to en-

Shipping and waterways sector will play
a key role in hoosting exports: Minister

hancing cold chain logistics
in India's agriculture sector.
He further highlighted
that to achieve Net Zero by
2027, there is a need to see
that the logistics journey
that India embarks upon is
sustainable, with minimum
carbon footprint. Vijay Ku-
mar, Chairman, Inland Wa-
terways Authority, deliberat-
ed on India's transformative
journey and the role of In-
land Waterways in actualis-
ing India's ambitious goal
of achieving $2 trillion in ex-
ports by 2030, and net zero
emission target by 2070.
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Hyderabad development planned for future needs: CM Revanth

Hyderabad, June 9 (GNS)
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy said that Hyderabad
is one of the six major cities
that are the backbone of the
country's economy, and we
are implementing compre-
hensive plans for the devel-
opment of the city keeping
in mind the future needs.

He spoke as the chief
guest at the "Public Gover-
nance - Development Plan"
public meeting held in Mi-
yapur on Monday.

It is said that the cities
of Delhi, Mumbai, Banga-
lore, Calcutta, Chennai and
Hyderabad are leading the
country's economy. Citing
the problems faced by other
cities, he said that pollution
in Delhi, monsoon flooding
in Mumbai, traffic prob-
lems in Bangalore, Chennai
and Calcutta are severe. He
said that development pro-
grams are being carried out
with advance plans so that

such situations do not arise
in Hyderabad. This is the
reason why Hyderabad was
divided into three corpora-
tions. The Chief Minister
said that the city of Hyder-
abad has been divided into
three corporations keeping
in view the future needs in
view of the rapid expansion

s 3
of the city. He said that
administrative  boundar-
ies have been decided to
improve coordination be-
tween police and munici-
pal departments. He called
on everyone to contribute
to the development of the
city beyond flags and agen-
das. Education, home con-

struction, women empow-
erment preferred

He said that Young India
Residential Schools and
Telangana Public Schools
are being established to
provide quality education
to the children of poor
families. He said that they
are providing breakfast to

students from schools to
intermediate.

He said that the govern-
ment has made a plan to
build one lakh LIG, MIG
houses in the city, and
they will build and provide
houses near the areas where
people are living in the style
of Rajiv Grehakalpa in the

past. He said that govern-
ment lands will be freed
from encroachment and
used for the construction of
poor houses. He said that
for the welfare of women,
free travel facility has been
provided in RTC buses and
150 commercial stalls have
been allotted to women

through Indira Mahila
Shakti. He said that pro-
grams are being conducted
to train women as owners of
petrol stations.

Metro Expansion, Inter-
national Bus Terminal Stat-
ing that in order to grow
into a cosmopolitan city,
suitable infrastructure is
required, the Chief Minis-
ter revealed that the second
phase of Metro expansion
works are being carried out.
It has been announced that
an international level bus
terminal will be construct-
ed in an area of about 100
acres at Gajularamaram.
He said that the works re-
lated to this project will be
started in three months.

* CM questioned BJP MPs
on central funds for Telan-
gana * The Chief Minister
questioned why the BJP
MPs elected from Telanga-
na are not taking initiative
in bringing funds from the

Center for the development
of the state. Union Minister
Mr. Kishan Reddy suggested
that Telangana should take
the lead in obtaining neces-
sary funds for development.
Those who praise the
development of Sabarmati
River in Gujarat, questioned
why they are opposing the
Moosi River development
programs in Telangana. He
asked them to act beyond
politics in the interests of
Telangana.Prepare for dis-
ussion on developmentThe
Chief Minister announced
that he is ready for a public
discussion on the perfor-
mance of the last 10 years
of BRS rule, twelve years of
BJP rule at the Centre, and
the current 30 months of
Congress government. He
said that we should discuss
in front of the people who
has developed how much
and how much money they
hve brought to the state.

90% of the Votes, But Who

Gets the Share of Power?
A Serious Question to RID's Politics

By Irfan Jamiawala

he recent nomina-
tion for the Bihar
Legislative ~ Coun-

cil (MLC) has once again
raised an important de-
bate about political rep-
resentation and social
justice. For decades, a sig-
nificant section of Bihar's
Muslim community has
stood firmly with the Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD), con-
sidering it a political force
committed to protecting
the interests of minori-
ties, backward classes, and
marginalized communi-
ties. However, many Mus-
lims today are asking a dif-
ficult question: If Muslims
contribute  substantially
to the party's electoral
strength, why is their rep-
resentation in positions of
power often limited?

The concern is not mere-
ly about one seat or one
nomination. It is about
the larger issue of politi-
cal participation and equi-
table representation. When
communities consistently
support a political party
but do not see themselves
adequately  represented
in legislative bodies, orga-
nizational leadership, or
decision-making positions,
feelings of disappointment
and alienation naturally
emerge.

Particularly among Pas-
manda Muslims, there is
a growing perception that
while their votes are wel-
comed during elections,
their aspirations for lead-
ership and representation
are often overlooked. So-

cial justice cannot be mea-
sured only through slogans
and speeches; it must be
reflected in ticket distribu-
tion, appointments, and
power-sharing. A demo-
cratic system thrives when
every community feels that
its voice matters. Politi-
cal parties must recognize
that Muslims, especially
the Pasmanda sections,
are not merely vote banks
but stakeholders in the
democratic process. Their
participation should be vis-
ible not only at the polling
booth but also in legislative
councils, assemblies, and
party structures.

The question being
raised today is simple: Will
political loyalty continue
to be rewarded only with
promises, or will it also
translate into meaningful
representation? This is not
just a question for one po-
litical party. It is a question
for the entire democratic
system of Bihar and India.

Azharuddin directs comprehensive arrangements for peaceful Muharram ohservance

Hyderabad, June 9 (GNS) A
high-level review meeting
on Muharram arrangements
was held at the Secretariat
under the chairmanship of
Minister of Minority Wel-
fare Shri Mohammed Azha-
ruddin. The meeting was
attended by MLAs, MLCs,
senior officials from vari-
ous government depart-
ments, Police, GHMC,
Revenue, Electricity, Water
Board, and Health Depart-
ment representatives. Di-
rected all departments to
work in close coordination
to ensure the peaceful and

smooth conduct of Mu-
harram observances across
the state. Special emphasis
was laid on making com-
prehensive  arrangements
along the routes of major
Muharram processions, in-

cluding the historic Bibi Ka
Alam procession. Officials
were instructed to ensure
the availability of essential
public amenities such as
drinking water, sanitation
facilities, street lighting, and

mobile toilets for devotees
and participants. A detailed
traffic management plan
was also discussed to facili-
tate smooth movement of
processions and minimize
inconvenience to the pub-

lic. The Police Department,
GHMC, Electricity Depart-
ment, Water Board, and
Medical & Health Depart-
ment were directed to main-
tain constant coordination
throughout the period.
The Minister stressed the
importance of emergency
preparedness and instruct-
ed officials to keep ambu-
lances and medical teams
on standby at key locations.
Directions were also issued
to ensure uninterrupted
power supply during all Mu-
harram-related events.
Officials were advised to

complete all arrangements
well in advance so that
devotees can participate in
the programs without any
inconvenience. The gov-
ernment reiterated its com-
mitment to extending full
support while respecting
the traditions, customs, and
religious sentiments associ-
ated with Muharram.
Further directed officials
to continuously monitor
the arrangements and take
all necessary measures to
ensure that Muharram is
observed in a peaceful, safe,
and dignified atmosphere.

Govt is a partner to every entrepreneur,
not just a regulator: Sridhar Babu

Hyderabad, June 9 (GNS)
Telangana IT and Indus-
tries Minister D Sridhar
Babu on Tuesday said the
State government was
committed to building an
industry-friendly ecosys-
tem and would act as a
partner to entrepreneurs
rather than merely a regu-
lator. Addressing the FTC-
CI Excellence Awards 2026
at JRC Convention Centre,
Jubilee Hills, the Minister
praised the Federation of
Telangana Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FTCCI) for nurturing en-
trepreneurship and pro-
moting industrial excel-
lence across the state.

He said Hyderabad had
emerged as one of the most
preferred destinations for
investments in India due to
policy continuity and a vi-
brant industrial ecosystem.
“Investors looking at India
are increasingly looking at
Hyderabad,” he remarked.
Sridhar Babu said Telanga-

naaimed to become a USD
1 trillion economy by 2034
and a USD 3 trillion econ-
omy by 2047 and called
upon industry leaders and
entrepreneurs to support
the government in achiev-
ing the ambitious vision.
Referring to the rapidly
changing business envi-
ronment, he stressed the
importance of resilience,
innovation and adapt-
ability. He also highlighted
the government’s efforts to
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bridge skill gaps through
initiatives such as the Skill
University, internship
models and employability-
focused programmes.

The Minister said Telan-
gana had introduced its
first MSME Policy and
had already begun releas-
ing pending industrial in-
centives despite financial
constraints. He also noted
that the government was
working towards attract-
ing 100 Global Capability

Centres (GCCs) to the State
this year. Later, Sridhar
Babu presented the FTCCI
Excellence Awards 2026 in
15 categories to organisa-
tions and individuals for
outstanding achievements
in industrial performance,
innovation, exports, CSR,
entrepreneurship and
product development.

Earlier, FTCCI Presi-
dent Ravi Kumar said the
awards have been recog-
nising excellence in indus-
try, sustainability, quality
and leadership for nearly
five decades. He urged the
government to expedite
pending MSME incentives
and strengthen skill devel-
opment initiatives.

FTCCI Excellence Awards
Committee Chairman K.
Bhasker Reddy highlighted
the transparent evaluation
process adopted for the
awards and stressed the
need for large-scale skill
development to meet in-
dustry requirements.

Telangana ACB conducts searches at R&B Engmeer-m -Chief’s premises

Hyderabad, June 9 (GNS)
The Telangana Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB) conduct-
ed searches at the residence
and other premises linked to
Roads and Buildings (R&B)
Engineer-in-Chief Mo-
han Naik and his relatives
on Tuesday. Simultaneous
searches at various locations
are in connection with alle-
gations that he amassed as-
sets disproportionate to his
known sources of income.
Apart from Naik's resi-
dence at Madhapur, the
ACB teams were conduct-

ing searches at 15 other lo-
cations linked to him and
his relatives. Officials were
examining documents and
financial and property de-
tails recovered during the
searches. There have been
allegations that the Engi-
neer-in-Chief favoured cer-
tain companies in awarding
contracts and building a
large network of influence
across Telangana.

The officials recovered
Rs 60 lakh cash, gold jewel-
lery weighing a kilogram,
and 13 gold biscuits. They

also found documents of
properties in Hyderabad
and Nizamabad. The ACB
officials were compiling de-
tails of movable and immov-
able assets found during the
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searches. It is likely to come
out with an official state-
ment later. This comes less
than a week after ACB ar-
rested suspended ASP Nay-
ani Bhujanga Rao in a dis-

proportionate assets case.
He was produced before a
court, which sent him to ju-
dicial custody for 14 days.
The ACB had conducted
searches at two of the resi-
dences of the police officer.
Simultaneous searches were
also carried out at 15 loca-
tions linked to his relatives
and associates across Nal-
gonda, Suryapet, and San-
gareddy districts. Officials
said they unearthed mov-
able and immovable assets
worth approximately Rs 5.92
crore based on registration

value. The market value of
immovable properties may
be many times higher than
the document value.

Rao, one of the accused
in the illegal phone-tapping
case, was arrested in 2024
and was later released on
bail. On May 19, the ACB reg-
istered a case of dispropor-
tionate assets against a top
official of Hyderabad Metro
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board here on Tuesday after
assets of over Rs 5.88 crore
were found during searches
at premises linked to him.

Hyderabad, June 9 (GNS)
Number plate less vehicles
targeted in special drive;
motorists advised to follow
safety regulations
Narayanpet: The Traf-
fic Police in Narayanpet
district conducted a spe-
cial enforcement drive
against vehicles operating
without number plates
and took action against
motorists found violating
traffic regulations. During
the drive, officials iden-
tified 12 vehicles being
driven without number
plates on public roads.
Fines were imposed on
the violators, and vehicle
owners were instructed
to immediately install
proper registration plates
in accordance with the
law. Speaking on the occa-
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Traffic rules are not optional,
says Sl as Police Book Violators

sion, Traffic Sub-Inspector
Krishna Chaitanya stat-
ed that driving vehicles
without number plates is
a violation of the law. He
emphasized that number
plates play a crucial role
in vehicle identification,
traffic management, and
criminal  investigations.
He noted that some mo-
torists continue to ignore
traffic regulations by op-
erating vehicles without
registration plates and
warned that strict action
would be taken against
such offenders under the
Motor Vehicles Act. The SI
further explained that the
absence of number plates
makes it difficult for au-
thorities to identify vehi-
cles involved in thefts, ac-
cidents, or other offenses.
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