
‘No Ques on Of CM 
Change In Karnataka,’ 

Says KN Rajanna
Bengaluru, May 26 (GNS):  
Former minister and Mad-
hugiri Congress MLA K.N. 
Rajanna, a close associate 
of Siddaramaiah, said on 
Tuesday that there will be 
no change of Chief Minis-
ter, and no such discussion 
has taken place. Speaking 
to mediapersons at Benga-
luru’s Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport, Rajanna 
dismissed reports of any 
move to replace the Chief 
Minister and said the Delhi 
meetings could instead be 
related to discussions on a 
cabinet reshuffle and the 
upcoming Rajya Sabha and 
Legislative Council elec-
tions. “About six months 
ago, I participated in an 
International Cooperative 
Banking Association con-
ference held in New York. 
Now, many leaders have 
gone to Delhi. Some may 
aspire to become ministers, 
and others may want to be-
come the Chief Minister. 
But I have no such aspira-
tions,” Rajanna said.

Clarifying further on the 
political developments, he 
said: “There might have 
been discussions regarding 
the Rajya Sabha and Legis-
lative Council elections. 

SC issues fresh directions to curb illegal sand mining in Chambal sanctuary
Guwahati, May 25 (GNS): 
AIMIM chief Asaduddin 
Owaisi on Monday strong-
ly criticised the proposed 
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 
Bill tabled by the Assam 
government in the Assem-
bly, alleging that the legis-
lation was discriminatory 
and amounted to a “back-
door imposition of Hindu 
law on Muslims”.

Reacting to the develop-
ment through a post on X, 
Owaisi claimed that the 
proposed law was not truly 
“uniform”, as tribal commu-
nities had been kept outside 
its ambit while Muslims 
and other groups would be 

required to comply with 
its provisions.  “The Assam 
Uniform Civil Code is not 
uniform at all. It completely 
exempts tribal communities 
from UCC’s coverage. Every 

community has the right 
to protect its culture under 
Article 29, but why is only 
the tribals’ autonomy being 
protected?” he said.

The AIMIM leader fur-

ther alleged that the law 
was being imposed de-
spite lacking public sup-
port and argued that the 
framers of the Constitution 
had never intended to in-

troduce a mandatory UCC. 
“The Constituent Assembly 
did not envision a manda-
tory UCC,” Owaisi stated. 
Raising concerns over in-
heritance provisions, the 
Hyderabad MP said the 
proposed law went against 
Islamic principles govern-
ing succession and prop-
erty rights.

“In Islam, no one can 
exclude an heir from in-
heritance. No one can write 
a will to give their whole 
property to one son or deny 
their daughter inheritance. 
This UCC allows anyone to 
write a will and deny their 
daughters their fair share. 

This is far from a gender-
just law,” he said.

Owaisi alleged that the 
proposed code sought to 
impose Hindu legal prin-
ciples relating to succession, 
inheritance, and divorce on 
Muslims while selectively 
protecting the cultural rights 
of other communities. “This 
is a backdoor imposition 
of Hindu law on Muslims. 
In matters of succession, 
inheritance, and divorce, 
Hindu principles are be-
ing imposed. Only Hindu 
culture is being protected, 
while Muslims have to com-
ply with these so-called ‘uni-
form’ rules,” he said.

India-Led Quad targets $20 billion investment 
to strengthen critical minerals supply chains

India, Japan reaffirm 
strong Indo-Pacific 

cooperation
New Delhi, May 26 (GNS): 
The India-led Quad, com-
prising India, Australia, Ja-
pan and the United States, 
has announced plans to 
mobilise up to $20 billion in 
combined government and 
private sector investment 
to strengthen critical min-
erals supply chains and re-
duce dependence on con-
centrated global sources, 
according to a framework 
released on Tuesday.

Under the Quad Critical 
Minerals Initiative Frame-
work, the partner countries 
said they intend to support 
the development of secure, 
diversified and resilient 
supply chains for critical 
minerals, which are essen-
tial for advanced technolo-
gies, economic growth and 

industrial resilience.
The initiative will focus 

on mining, processing and 
recycling of critical miner-
als, with the Quad coun-
tries aiming to coordinate 
economic policy tools and 
investment frameworks to 
accelerate supply chain di-
versification.

In addition, the partners 
will identify projects with 
a Quad nexus, including 
those located within mem-
ber countries, operated 
by firms headquartered in 
Quad nations or supplying 
Quad markets, aimed at ad-
dressing key supply chain 
gaps. To support strategic 

projects, the framework 
proposes the use of export 
credit agencies, develop-
ment finance institutions 
and mobilisation of private 
capital, along with guaran-
tees, loans, equity partici-
pation, insurance and off-
take arrangements.

Moreover, the Quad 

grouping plans to explore 
mechanisms to further 
unlock private investment 
and improve the overall en-
vironment for critical min-
erals development, includ-
ing sharing best practices 
on permitting, licensing 
and regulatory processes.

Additionally, the coun-

tries will cooperate on 
technology development 
and capacity building in 
geological mapping and 
resource assessment, while 
also examining measures to 
address non-market prac-
tices and unfair trade dis-
tortions in the sector.

A key pillar of the frame-
work focuses on recycling 
and recovery of critical 
minerals, particularly from 
e-waste and scrap materi-
als, to enhance secondary 
supply chains within Quad 
and partner countries. The 
meeting was attended by 
External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar, US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio, Austra-
lian Foreign Minister Penny 
Wong and Japanese Foreign 
Minister Toshimitsu Motegi.

New Delhi, May 26 (GNS):  
Japanese Foreign Minis-
ter Toshimitsu Motegi on 
Tuesday called on Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in New Delhi, reaffirm-
ing during the discussions 
the vital role being played 
by the India-Japan Spe-
cial Strategic and Global 
Partnership in advancing 
peace and stability across 
the Indo-Pacific.

“Delighted to receive 
Mr Toshimitsu Motegi, 
Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs of Japan. Reaffirmed 
the vital role of the India-
Japan Special Strategic 
and Global Partnership in 
advancing peace, stability 
and prosperity across the 
Indo-Pacific and beyond,” 
PM Modi wrote on X after 
the meeting. According to 
Japan’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Toshimitsu Motegi, 
who is visiting India to par-
ticipate in the Japan-US-
Australia-India Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting, paid a 
courtesy call on PM Modi 
for about 30 minutes.

Minister Motegi stated 

that, based on the Japan-
India Joint Vision for the 
Next 10 Years announced 
during Prime Minis-
ter Modi’s visit to Japan 
last year, various initia-
tives are being pursued 
in the areas of security, 
economy, investment, 
innovation, and people-
to-people exchanges. 
Furthermore, both sides 
agreed to cooperate in re-
alising a strong and pros-
perous Indo-Pacific under 
an evolved Free and Open 
Indo-Pacific (FOIP).

According to a state-
ment released by the Jap-
anese Foreign Ministry, 
both sides confirmed that 
they will work together to 
achieve concrete results 
in areas such as economic 
growth through invest-
ment, innovation, and 
knowledge circulation, as 
well as cooperation in the 
field of economic security. 
Motegi also met External 
Affairs Minister (EAM) S 
Jaishankar, where the two 
ministers agreed to con-
tinue efforts.
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IAF Starts GATE-Based 
Technical Officer Entry

K’taka: Shivakumar welcomes 
SC order on Mekedatu project

New Delhi, May 26 (GNS):   
Those intending to join the 
Technical Branch of the In-
dian Air Force (IAF) as of-
ficers can now apply based 
on their Graduate Aptitude 
Test in Engineering (GATE) 
scores, officials said on 
Tuesday. Candidates pos-
sessing a valid GATE score 
will be eligible for direct 
shortlisting for testing at 
the Air Force Selection 
Boards (AFSBs), under this 
new initiative. Such candi-
dates will be exempt from 
the preliminary written 
examination, known as the 
Air Force Common Admis-
sion Test (AFCAT).

The GATE Score scheme 
will be applicable exclu-
sively for induction into 
the Technical Branch. The 
AFCAT will continue to 
serve as the standard ad-
mission test for induction 
into all branches of the 
IAF, including the Techni-
cal Branch (for those who 
do not have a valid GATE 
score).

According to an official 
statement, the entry-level 
educational qualifications 
for the GATE Score scheme 
will remain consistent 
with the existing induction 

criteria for the Technical 
Branch via AFCAT.

A comprehensive list of 
acceptable GATE subjects 
have been formally pro-
mulgated by the IAF in AF-
CAT Notification 02/2026, 
accessible at https:\\www.
afcat.edcil.co.in and www.
careeriaf.gov.in.

“To provide maximum 
flexibility and opportunity 
to aspirants, eligible can-
didates may apply for the 
Technical Branch through 
both the AFCAT and the 
GATE Score schemes, as 
per their choice,” the state-
ment says.

For regular updates on 
Officers’ Entry schemes 
in IAF, prospective candi-
dates are to follow official 
social media accounts of 
DISHA Indian Air Force @
careeriniaf (Instagram and 
X) and @DISHA by Indian 
Air Force (Facebook, You-
tube, Linkedin).

Bengaluru, May 26 (GNS):   
Deputy Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar, who is 
also in charge of the Wa-
ter Resources Ministry, 
on Tuesday welcomed 
the Supreme Court’s de-
cision to dismiss Tamil 
Nadu’s review petition 
against the Mekedatu 
project, calling it “good 
news” for Karnataka.

Addressing the media 
at Karnataka Bhavan in 
New Delhi, Shivakumar 
said the state govern-
ment was grateful to the 
Supreme Court for the 
order. “The decision on 
the project now rests with 
the Central government. 
We are currently in the 
process of submitting the 
revised Detailed Project 
Report (DPR),” he added.

“The three-judge 
bench of the Supreme 
Court has dismissed the 
review petition filed by 
Tamil Nadu regarding the 
Mekedatu project. This is 
good news for Karnataka. 
On behalf of the people 
of Karnataka, we express 
our gratitude to the Su-
preme Court,” he said.

Shivakumar stated that 
the apex court, in an ear-

lier order, had already 
issued clear directions 
that Karnataka must re-
lease 177 TMC of water 
allocated to Tamil Nadu, 
subject to the stipulated 
conditions.

It may be noted that 
the Mekedatu balanc-
ing reservoir and drink-
ing water project has 
remained a contentious 
issue between Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu, with the 
neighbouring state op-
posing the project over 
concerns related to Cau-
very river water sharing.

The Mekedatu contro-
versy revolves around 
Karnataka’s proposed 
balancing reservoir and 
drinking water project 
across the Cauvery River 
at Mekedatu, near the 
Karnataka-Tamil Nadu 
border. 
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BSF needs new perspective amid evolving threats: HM Amit Shah

Indian Army’s four-legged warriors steal spotlight 
at ‘Exercise PRAGATI 2026’ in Meghalaya

Piyush Goyal invites Canadian 
businesses to be active participants 

in india’s growth story

Jaipur, May 26 (GNS): Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
visited the Border Security 
Force (BSF) post at Sanchu 
along the India–Pakistan 
border in Bikaner on Tues-
day and asserted that the 
role of the BSF must now be 
viewed through a “new di-
mension” in light of emerg-
ing security challenges and 
technology-driven threats.

Addressing the Prahari 
Sammelan at the historic 
border post, Shah said the 
traditional responsibilities 
of the BSF, including pre-
venting encroachments, 
monitoring smuggling and 
infiltration, and maintain-
ing border vigilance, must 
now be expanded to tackle 
new-age threats. He stated 
that adversaries are increas-
ingly using technology to 

target national security, 
prompting the Government 
of India to broaden the se-
curity framework in border 
regions by strengthening 
coordination with state 
governments and the civil 
administration.

“Any illegal construction 
within 50 kilometres of the 
border must be immedi-
ately reported to the District 
Collector and Superinten-
dent of Police. Likewise, de-
mographic changes in bor-
der villages should also be 
brought to the government’s 
notice,” Shah said. High-
lighting emerging challeng-
es, Shah stressed the need 
for heightened surveillance 
against drone-based narcot-
ics smuggling and anti-na-
tional activities. “We must 
monitor where drones land, 

who receives them, and how 
they are used. A strong com-
munication network with 
civil administration and dis-
trict police is essential,” he 
said. He linked border secu-
rity with local development, 
noting that villages along 
the frontier are being trans-

formed under the Vibrant 
Villages Programme. “Se-
curity can be strengthened 
only through the combined 
efforts of the BSF, the Army, 
and alert citizens, as well as 
the state government ma-
chinery. This coordination 
can build a quadrilateral se-

curity grid, which is difficult 
to breach.”

He also called for regular 
engagements with school 
students and youth to 
create awareness among 
future generations. Com-
mending BSF personnel 
for their role during Opera-

tion Sindoor, Shah said the 
force displayed courage 
and resilience while main-
taining high morale and 
giving a “befitting reply” 
whenever required. “Our 
soldiers stood strong, faced 
challenges with unwaver-
ing resolve, and played a 

significant role in maintain-
ing high morale. As always, 
whenever the situation de-
manded, they delivered a 
befitting reply to Pakistan.”

Referring to the historic 
significance of the Sanchu 
post, Shah said, “I have ar-
rived at the historic San-
chu Border Outpost. I had 
wished to visit the Sanchu 
post even before assuming 
the office of Home Minis-
ter. During the 1965 India-
Pakistan War, Sanchu had a 
population of over 500, and 
the Rajasthan Armed Con-
stabulary (RAC) outpost was 
located 500 metres behind it 
in Ranjitpura village.”

He further stated that 
intelligence inputs had in-
dicated that Pakistan had 
launched an offensive to 
capture Sanchu. At that 

critical moment, person-
nel of the 3rd RAC and the 
13th Grenadiers mounted a 
counter-attack and ensured 
that Sanchu remained firm-
ly within Indian territory. 
The soldiers carried out this 
responsibility with valour, 
forcing Pakistani forces to 
retreat. The Home Minister 
further announced major 
infrastructure initiatives, in-
cluding the construction of 
a 1,096-km Lateral Road and 
a 520-km Axial Road across 
Rajasthan’s desert region to 
improve mobility and con-
nectivity for security forces. 
He added that work on new-
design border fencing is un-
derway, and a piped drink-
ing water supply to around 
180 BSF border outposts in 
Rajasthan has already been 
completed.

Shillong, May 26 (GNS): 
Amid high-intensity tacti-
cal drills and multinational 
military training during 
‘Exercise PRAGATI 2026’ 
in Meghalaya, the Indian 
Army’s highly trained ca-
nine warriors emerged as a 
distinctive force multiplier, 
showcasing their special-
ised skills alongside armed 
forces personnel from 12 
friendly nations.

Defence spokesman Lt 
Col Mahendra Rawat said 
that the army dogs trained 
alongside troops from 
friendly foreign countries, 
showcasing their role in 
modern military operations 
and enhancing interopera-
bility in a multinational en-
vironment. From IED (Im-

provised Explosive Devices) 
detection and tracking to 
intervention operations, 
the K9 teams demonstrated 
how trained military dogs 
remain an invaluable as-
set in high-risk operational 
scenarios, he said. Accord-
ing to the official, the dis-
play included ‘Alan’, a Bel-

gian ‘Malinois’ assault dog; 
‘Victor’, a Rampur Hound 
tracker dog; and ‘Deo’, a 
Labrador explosive detec-
tion dog. Each showcased a 
specialised skill set, reflect-
ing the versatility, discipline 
and mission readiness of 
Indian Army K9 teams.

Lt Col Rawat said that a 

key highlight was the par-
ticipation of India’s indig-
enous breed, the ‘Rampur 
Hound’, represented by 
‘Victor’. Known for climatic 
adaptability, resilience and 
disease resistance, indig-
enous breeds are increas-
ingly being integrated into 
operational roles, strength-

ening the Indian Army’s 
move towards self-reliance 
under ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. 
The K9 warriors also dem-
onstrated their operational 
relevance across varied 
terrains, from deserts to 
glaciers, underlining their 
adaptability and effective-
ness in diverse conditions.

Toronto/New Delhi, May 
26 (GNS): Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piy-
ush Goyal on Tuesday ad-
dressed the opening Min-
isterial Plenary Session, 
titled ‘From Political Reset 
to Commercial Delivery,’ in 
Toronto, Canada.

Addressing the event in 
the presence of Maninder 
Sidhu, Minister of Inter-
national Trade of Canada, 
Goyal spoke about India’s 
continued efforts to en-
hance ease of doing busi-
ness and create an investor-
friendly environment and 
invited businesses and in-
dustry leaders from Canada 
to be active participants in 
India’s growth story.

“Highlighted how the 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA) will serve as a key 
catalyst in expanding trade 
and investment ties while 
opening new avenues for 

collaboration across sec-
tors,” said Goyal. The min-
ister further stated that he 
is confident that the next 
chapter of the India-Can-
ada economic partnership 
will be driven by trust, lead-
ing to the shared prosperity 
of our nations.

After high-level trade 
talks in Ottawa, Goyal led 
the Indian business del-
egation through an inten-
sive programme of indus-
try roundtables and B2B 
engagements in Toronto, 
aimed at translating min-
isterial-level commitment 
into concrete commercial 
partnerships across prior-
ity sectors, the government 
said on Tuesday.

The visit carries forward 
the mandate set by Prime 
Ministers Narendra Modi 
and Mark Carney during 
Carney’s New Delhi visit in 
March 2026, and builds on 
sustained high-level en-

gagement between the two 
countries since mid-2025.

With bilateral trade cur-
rently standing at approxi-
mately $8.5 billion, both 
governments have set an 
ambitious shared target of 
expanding this to $50 bil-
lion by 2030. Goyal arrived 
in Ottawa, heading the 
largest-ever Indian busi-
ness delegation to Canada 
comprising industry lead-
ers from over 100 compa-
nies, in a landmark step 
towards the full revival of 
India-Canada economic re-
lations, according to Com-
merce Ministry. The three-
day visit to Canada is aimed 
at advancing bilateral trade 
and economic ties between 
India and Canada, with a 
particular focus on acceler-
ating the ongoing negotia-
tions for the India-Canada 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA), the ministry added.

TN Govt Suspends 23 Quarries In 
Virudhunagar Over Mining Violations

‘No Security Breaches’: CBSE Junks Social 
Media User’s Claim Of Breaking Into Portal

Chennai, May 26 (GNS):
The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has ordered the tem-
porary suspension of oper-
ations at 23 stone quarries 
in Virudhunagar district af-
ter inspections reportedly 
found that they had carried 
out quarrying activities be-
yond their permitted lease 
boundaries, in what au-
thorities described as viola-
tions of mining regulations.

The action was initiated 
following a detailed review 
by the Department of Nat-
ural Resources, headed by 
Minister Dr T.K. Prabhu, as 
part of the government’s ef-
forts to curb illegal mining 
and strengthen monitoring 
of mineral extraction ac-
tivities across the state. Ac-

cording to an official state-
ment issued on Tuesday, 
the Department of Geol-
ogy and Mining had under-
taken an extensive assess-
ment of quarry operations 
in Virudhunagar district to 
prevent illegal extraction of 
minerals.

As part of the exercise, 76 
quarries in the district were 

surveyed and measured 
using drone technology. 
The aerial inspection was 
conducted to accurately 
determine whether quarry 
operators were adhering to 
approved lease conditions 
and mining limits.

Based on the drone sur-
vey findings, authorities 
prepared a detailed report 

highlighting irregularities 
at some quarry sites.

Subsequently, Natural 
Resources Minister Dr T.K. 
Prabhu held a review meet-
ing with officials from the 
Virudhunagar district Ge-
ology and Mining Depart-
ment on Tuesday morning 
to assess the findings and 
discuss further action.

Following the minister’s 
directions, the government 
identified 23 quarries that 
had allegedly undertaken 
mining activities outside 
the areas permitted under 
their lease agreements.

The operations of these 
quarries have now been 
temporarily suspended 
pending further examina-
tion and legal action.

New Delhi: Amid attempts 
by the CBSE to resolve 
glitches on its answer-
book evaluation portal, the 
Central Board of Second-
ary Education (CBSE) on 
Tuesday refuted claims of 
a social media user that 
the On Screen Marking 
(OSM) was compromised 
by him and said that no se-
curity breaches have come 
to light. Assuring students 
about the strong safeguards 
implemented to ensure the 
integrity of the platform, 
the Board issued a clarifi-
cation regarding the mis-
leading claim made by the 
social media user.

In a message on X, the 
CBSE said, “In a post made 
by a user on social media, it 

has been claimed that the 
CBSE On Screen Marking 
(OSM) bearing URL: http://
cbse.onmarks.co.in was 
compromised by him on 
February 26, 2026. This has 
also formed the basis for a 
few news articles.”

“At the outset, it is clari-
fied that the Portal used 

for evaluation of answer-
books bore a different URL, 
which has neither been 
compromised nor does it 
have the vulnerabilities 
indicated in the said so-
cial media post,” it said. 
“The URL: http://cbse.on-
marks.co.in is the testing 
site only with sample data 

for internal testing and re-
view purposes. There are 
no actual evaluation data, 
marks or other data held 
on that portal. The Board 
emphasises that no secu-
rity breaches have come to 
light on the Portal deployed 
for the actual evaluation 
work,” said the Board. The 
Board would like to state 
that this system has been 
implemented for enhanced 
transparency in assess-
ments with strong grievance 
redressal mechanisms built 
into it, and would reassure 
all concerned about the 
strong safeguards imple-
mented to ensure the integ-
rity of the platform actually 
deployed as regards any vul-
nerabilities.

Setting Of ‘Holding Centres’ Has Created Panic Among 
Illegal Infiltrators In Bengal: CM Suvendu Adhikari

Kolkata, May 26 (GNS):  
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Suvendu Adhikari 
said on Tuesday that the 
decision of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party-led state 
government to establish 
“holding centres’ for the 
illegal Bangladeshi infil-
trators arrested in the state 
before being sent to the 
nearby border outposts of 
the Border Security Force 
(BSF) for deportation to 
their native country, had 
created panic among such 
illegal infiltrators, who had 
been staying in the state so 
far without any fear.

He chaired an adminis-
trative review meeting at 
Kalyani in Nadia district in-
volving the administrative 

machineries of the three 
districts of Nadia, Hooghly 
and North 24 Parganas 
earlier in the afternoon. 
Speaking to the media 
persons at the sidelines of 
the administrative review 
meeting, the Chief Min-
ister made this comment 
and also gave a caution to 
the illegal infiltrators to ei-
ther voluntarily escape or 
face the push-back.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief Minister Ad-
hikari also explained why 
the current state govern-
ment’s “detect-delete-
deport” policy in case of 
the illegal Bangladeshi in-
filtrators was legally valid. 
“They are Bangladeshis. 
They are illegal infiltrators. 

Hence, they will have to 
leave. It is the duty of the 
Bangladesh government 
to accept their own citi-
zens. We have instructed 
the police that such illegal 
infiltrators should be pro-
duced at the courts or sent 
to correctional homes. 
They are not our in-laws. 
Then why shall we pro-
vide them with shelters, 

food, medicines and even 
employment,” the Chief 
Minister said. Later, Chief 
Minister Adhikari advised 
the illegal infiltrators ei-
ther to leave voluntarily 
or the state government 
would do what is neces-
sary. Speaking on the oc-
casion, the Chief Minister 
also explained the logic 
of not sending the illegal 
infiltrators to the correc-
tional homes.

“Why will we spend 
the hard-earned taxpay-
ers’ money in maintaining 
them (illegal inflitrators) 
and feeding them at the 
correctional homes? We are 
not introducing any new 
law. What we are doing is 
as per the legal provisions 

which were there for a long 
time. The only difference 
was that the existing law 
was not enforced by the 
previous regimes. We are 
now just enforcing those 
legal provisions in the in-
terest of the country and 
in the interest of the state,” 
Chief Minister Adhikari 
said. Since Monday, several 
infiltrators were seen at the 
Hakimpur border in North 
24 Parganas district to be 
deported to Bangladesh.

When media persons 
questioned the Chief 
Minister on the matter on 
Tuesday afternoon, Su-
vendu Adhikari said that 
he is aware of the devel-
opments at the Hakimpur 
border.
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New Delhi,  May 26 (GNS): 
Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) for Skill 
Development and Entrepre-
neurship & Minister of State, 
Ministry of Education Shri 
Jayant Chaudhary launched 
a Centre of Excellence (CoE) 
– jointly set up by National 
Skill Development Corpo-
ration (NSDC) and Pandit 
Deendayal Energy Universi-
ty (PDEU) – at Gandhinagar 
in Gujarat.

“Universities are not 
merely centres of academic 
learning—they are trans-
formative bridges connect-
ing young minds to the dy-
namic realities of the world. 
By equipping students with 
both technical expertise and 
a broad-based liberal educa-
tion, they cultivate the abili-
ty to think critically, innovate 
fearlessly, and adapt with 
agility. Gujarat has emerged 
as a frontrunner in this jour-
ney, reshaping its higher ed-
ucation landscape through 
a strong focus on academic 
rigor, industry partnerships, 
and holistic development. 
And our universities are pro-

ducing a generation that is 
not only employable but also 
imaginative, responsible, 
and deeply committed to the 
nation’s progress.”

Jayant Chaudhary fur-
ther emphasized the need 
for universities across India 
to realign with the evolving 
demands of industry and 
actively skill students in re-
sponse. “We must empower 
our universities to become 
engines of innovation—not 
just to serve market needs, 
but to advance national 

growth. When universities 
lead innovation, it is driven 
by purpose—for the benefit 
of society and the nation at 
large.” The Centre will be 
equipped with advanced 
manufacturing capabilities 
labs to provide specialised 
training. The centre will of-
fer over 40 online and hy-
brid courses in sectors such 
as semiconductors manu-
facturing, renewable and 
non-renewables energy, 
digital edge, smart manu-
facturing, and more.

A Memorandum of As-
sociation (MoA) was signed 
earlier this month between 
NSDC and PDEU in this re-
gard. These courses will ca-
ter to students from ITI, Di-
ploma, undergraduate, and 
postgraduate programs. The 
curriculum is designed to 
equip learners from Tier-1, 
Tier-2 and Tier-3 institutes 
with hands-on experience 
in niche manufacturing skill 
sets across critical sectors, 
including energy, health, 
water and food. Ved Mani 

Tiwari, CEO of NSDC and 
MD of NSDC International, 
said, “At NSDC, our core 
mission is to make youth 
employable, and this col-
laboration will strengthen 
the skilling ecosystem. This 
collaboration will support 
the development of train-
ing infrastructure in smart 
manufacturing, along with 
Centres of Excellence fo-
cused on automotive, EV 
charging, renewable en-
ergy, and semiconductors. 
Training in the semicon-
ductor domain is already 
underway, paving the way 
for youth to gain practical 
exposure in high-demand, 
future-oriented fields. Un-
der the visionary leader-
ship of Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, the NSDC 
is placing a strong emphasis 
on global certification pro-
grammes that enable Indian 
students to access world-
class skills and compete con-
fidently in the international 
job market. We are dedicated 
to making India’s youth em-
ployable, entrepreneurial, 
and future-ready. 

New Delhi,  May 26 (GNS): 
The US has informed the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) that the Donald 
Trump administration's 
decision to levy tariffs on 
steel and aluminium, was 
based on national security 
grounds and should not 
be considered as safeguard 
measures. The US defence 
came in response to India 
filing a request with the 
WTO on April 11 for the 
holding of consultations 
with the US on the tar-
iff hikes under the WTO's 
Safeguards Agreement.

India has said that de-
spite the US's characteri-
sation of these measures 
as security measures, they 
are, in essence, safeguard 
measures. It also pointed 

out that the US has failed 
to notify the WTO Commit-
tee on Safeguards under a 
provision of the Agreement 
on Safeguards on taking 
a decision to apply these 
measures.

The Trump administra-
tion, in its response to the 
WTO dated April 17, stat-
ed: "The US notes that the 
premise for India's request 
for consultations under 
Article 12.3 of the Agree-
ment on Safeguards is that 
the tariffs are safeguard 
measures. The President 
imposed the tariffs on steel 
and aluminium pursuant 
to Section 232, under which 
the President determined 
that tariffs are necessary 
to adjust imports of steel 
and aluminium articles 

that threaten to impair the 
national security of the 
US," Washington stated in 
its response to the WTO, 
dated April 17. The US also 
claimed that Section 232 is 
a national security statute, 
and the tariffs are being 
kept in place under the se-
curity exception allowed 
under a provision of the 
General Agreement on Tar-
iffs and Trade (GATT) 1994. 
The defence further stated 
that the tariffs were not 
imposed under a provision 
of the Trade Act of 1974, 
which is the law under 
which the US imposes safe-
guard measures. "The Unit-
ed States is not maintaining 
these actions pursuant to 
the safeguards / emergency 
action provision." 

New Delhi, May 26 (GNS): In a 
move aimed at strengthening 
road safety and ensuring fair-
ness in traffic enforcement, 
the Department of Consumer 
Affairs has notified new rules 
for ‘Radar equipment for the 
measurement of the speed 
of vehicles’ under the Legal 
Metrology (General) Rules, 
2011. The rules will come 
into effect from July 1, 2025, 
giving sufficient lead time for 
industries and enforcement 
agencies to comply with the 
regulatory framework.

Under the new provisions, 
it will be mandatory for all 
radar-based speed measur-
ing devices to be verified and 
stamped by Legal Metrology 
authorities. This verification 
process will ensure that all 
such equipment is accurate, 
calibrated, and legally com-
pliant, thereby enhancing 
transparency, enforcement 
integrity, and public con-
fidence in the use of speed 

detection systems. The rules 
are based on the internation-
al standard OIML R 91 and 
were finalized after extensive 
stakeholder consultations, in-
cluding inputs from State Le-
gal Metrology Departments, 
Regional Reference Standard 
Laboratories (RRSLs), manu-
facturers, and consumer or-
ganizations. For Citizens: The 
mandatory verification will 
help ensure that speed en-
forcement is based on scien-
tifically accurate and legally 
certified instruments, reduc-

ing the risk of unfair penalties 
and promoting road safety.

For Industry: Manufac-
turers of radar-based speed 
measurement equipment will 
benefit from a clear, inter-
nationally aligned technical 
framework, boosting domes-
tic innovation and global ex-
port competitiveness. For Law 
Enforcement: The adoption of 
verified devices will signifi-
cantly enhance operational 
credibility and ensure reli-
able, evidence-based enforce-
ment, essential for maintain-

ing public trust in road traffic 
regulations. The introduction 
of standardized radar systems 
is expected to contribute to a 
data-driven approach to traf-
fic management, reducing 
road accidents, minimizing 
vehicle wear and tear, and 
cutting down on infrastruc-
ture damage. It also supports 
the govt’s broader push for 
technological modernization 
in legal metrology, bringing 
enforcement practices in line 
with global best practices.

Radar-based speed mea-
surement devices typically 
function using Doppler ra-
dar technology, offering 
high-precision speed track-
ing even in varied environ-
mental conditions. The new 
rules mandate tamper-proof 
mechanisms, proper calibra-
tion, and stability in opera-
tions—fostering a regulatory 
ecosystem grounded in tech-
nological reliability and legal 
accountability.

New Delhi,  May 26 (GNS): 
Almost two-thirds of the 
total Grade A office space 
across India’s top six cit-
ies—amounting to 503 mil-
lion sq ft—was green certi-
fied by the end of 2024. With 
most upcoming commercial 
projects being designed with 
sustainability at their core, 
the green-certified premium 
office stock is projected to 
reach nearly 700 million sq 
ft over the next two to three 
years, a Credai-Colliers re-
port said on April 18.

Among the cities, Ben-
galuru led in terms of total 
green-certified office space, 
contributing 31% of the na-
tional stock, followed by Del-
hi NCR at 19% and Hyder-
abad at 17%. When it comes 
to green penetration—the 
share of green-certified 
buildings within the overall 
Grade A office stock—Hy-
derabad topped the list with 
a penetration rate of 75%, 
closely followed by Ben-

galuru at 73% in 2024, said 
the CREDAI-Colliers’ report 
‘Sustainability in Real Estate: 
Towards a Greener Skyline’.

Green building footprint 
across asset classes has 
nearly doubled over the last 
five years to reach 13 bil-
lion sq ft in 2024. As of 2024, 
more than 2 million resi-
dential dwelling units, 6,500 
commercial projects and 
750 industrial projects were 
green-certified and sustain-
ability adoption is likely to 

pick pace across real estate 
segments in the coming 
years. Over the next three 
years, a significant portion of 
the 170-200 mn sq ft of com-
mercial developments which 
are in various stages of de-
velopment will be green-cer-
tified. These also command 
a rental premium of up to 
25%, it said.

Earn More Stable Re-
turnsThere's also a major 
opportunity for retrofitting 
about 355–385 million sq 

ft of relatively older office 
buildings (>10 years), which 
can enhance the overall ef-
ficiency and sustainability 
quotient, it noted. 

The aging office stock 
represents an investment 
opportunity to the tune of 
425 billion. Additionally, 

relatively newer buildings 
(10 years) of about 80-110 
million sq ft Grade A office 
space hold potential for en-
vironmental upgrade with 
minimal capex requirement. 

Union Minister emphasizes the need for empowering 

universities to make them engines of national growth  
US cites national security to justify 
steel tariffs to counter India at WTO

Centre notifies rules for Radar-based speed 
measurement devices; to be enforced from July 1

Green office space inventory to touch 
700 mn sq ft by 2027: Credai-Colliers

Sarbananda Sonowal attends MoU signing ceremony for infra 
projects development worth 5700 crores at Vadhavan Port

Ram Mohan Naidu takes stock of 

Delhi Airport runway upgrade
New Delhi,  May 26 (GNS): 
The Union Minister of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways 
(MoSPW), Shri Sarbananda 
Sonowal flagged off Cruise 
Operations from the Mum-
bai International Cruise Ter-
minal (MICT), India’s largest 
cruise terminal, in Mumbai 
today. The Union Minister 
also inaugurated renovated 
Fire Memorial at Victoria 
Docks as well as renovated 
two heritage buildings — 
Fort House Ballard Estate 
and Evelyn House at Colaba. 
Sonowal also inaugurated 
Sagar Upvan garden along 
with Shore to Ship Electric 
Supply under Green Port 
Initiative. 

The MICT, developed as 
per Cruise Bharat Mission, 
was developed as per lat-
est global standards and is 
expected to take a pioneer-
ing role in developing cruise 
tourism in India. Spread 
over a built up area of more 
than 4,15,000 Square Feet, 
the MICT is developed at 
Ballard Pier. MICT is India’s 
largest world class cruise 

terminal. Equipped with  72 
Check in and Immigration 
counters spreading over 
an area of 2,07,000 Square 
Feet on the first two floors 
(G+1) while the other two 
floors (2 + 3) are developed 
as Commercial Floors. The 
newly inaugurated MICT is 
designed to handle 1 million 
passengers every year with 
an approximate 10,000 pas-
sengers per day. It can also 
handle 5 ships simultane-
ously, with 11 meters draft 

and upto 300 meters length. 
At the parking space, more 
than 300 vehicles can be 
parked simultaneously. 

Speaking on the com-
mencement of Cruise Ser-
vice from MICT, the Union 
Minister said, “The mari-
time history of Mumbai is 
rich and an integral part of 
our civilisation. As a coastal 
hub, it has served the nation 
handsomely with its bus-
tling coastal business. It is 
only logical that we work to-

wards realising Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi ji’s 
vision of ‘Bharat becoming a 
global cruise hub through its 
state-of-the-art infrastruc-
ture.’ Today, Mumbai, with 
its longstanding repute as a 
major maritime hub in the 
world, commenced Cruise 
Operations from the Mum-
bai International Cruise 
Terminal, providing passen-
gers modern amenities for a 
better and safer experience. 
This adds to our existing 

such top class international 
terminals at Visakhapat-
nam and Chennai. In order 
to celebrate the heroic con-
tribution of Mumbai Port 
Fire Services personnel, the 
newly renovated Fire Me-
morial at Victoria Docks 
celebrates their distinctive 
service to the nation.”  

MICT has been designed 
with a wavy ceiling reflect-
ing the maritime identity 
with functional and mini-
malist architecture. MICT 
blends modern design with 
Mumbai’s maritime spirit—
featuring fluid architecture, 
rose gold accents, and a 
sweeping ceiling. From her-
itage-inspired entry to sleek 
interiors with wave seating, 
selfie points, and maritime 
plaques, it offers a serene yet 
vibrant gateway to India’s 
emerging global cruise hub. 
MICT will provide enhanced 
passenger experience and 
position Mumbai as one of 
major hub for cruise tour-
ism hub. The total invest-
ment in the MICT project 
has been 556 crores. 

New Delhi,  May 26 (GNS): 
Minister of Civil Aviation, 
Ram Mohan Naidu, today 
undertook a comprehensive 
visit to Air India’s corporate 
and training infrastructure 
in Gurugram, reflecting the 
Ministry’s commitment to 
enhancing safety, training, 
and operational excellence 
in Indian aviation. His visit 
commenced with a walk-
through of the Air India 
Experience Centre, a facil-
ity that encapsulates the 
airline’s 92-year legacy and 
showcases its Vihaan.AI 
transformation journey.

The Minister then visited 
the Emergency Control 
Centre (ECC) and the In-
tegrated Operations Con-

trol Centre (IOCC)-critical 
facilities that underscore 
Air India’s operational re-
silience and commitment 
to on-time performance. 
At the Air India Aviation 
Training Academy in Guru-
gram, he received an over-
view of the Academy’s role 
in shaping aviation pro-
fessionals, followed by an 
in-depth tour of training 
infrastructure including 
the Safety Lab, Grooming 
Centre, Security Lab, and 
the under-construction 
Simulator Buildings.

The visit marked a key 
milestone with the inaugu-
ration of the Air India Safety 
Promotion Centre by Shri  
Ram Mohan Naidu in the 

presence of the Chairman 
of Tata Sons and Air India. 
Speaking at the occasion, 
he said, “On the occasion of 
inaugurating the Air India 
Safety Promotion Centre, I 
am pleased to see a strong 
commitment towards fos-
tering a safety-first culture 
in Indian aviation.” “I con-
gratulate Air India for bol-
stering safety by investing 
in training its manpower 
through this state-of-the-
art centre inaugurated to-
day, where learnings from 
past incidents have been 
thoughtfully curated and 
translated into immersive, 
real-world training that 
goes far beyond the class-
room” he added.
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TG Govt inaugurates ‘Sakhi Nivas’ and One-Stop 

Centre for working women in Hyderabad
Court sends Bandi Bhageerath 

to police custody in POCSO case
Hyderabad, May 26 (GNS)   
As part of the Women’s Week 
celebrations, Telangana 
Minister for Panchayat Raj, 
Rural Development, and 
Women & Child Welfare, Da-
nasari Anasuya Seethakka, 
on Tuesday, inaugurated the 
“Sakhi Nivas” Working Wom-
en’s Hostel and the “Sakhi 
Kendram” One-Stop Centre 
at Road No. 12, Banjara Hills, 
Hyderabad.

Addressing the gathering, 
Minister Seethakka said the 
State Government is estab-
lishing working women’s 
hostels to ensure safe ac-
commodation for women 
migrating from rural areas 
to Hyderabad in search of 
employment opportunities. 
She stated that the newly 
inaugurated hostel can ac-

commodate nearly 150 
women and includes special 
facilities for mothers arriv-
ing with young children.

The Minister said the 
Telangana Government is 
giving top priority to wom-
en’s safety, dignity, self-con-

fidence, and economic em-
powerment. She remarked 
that criticism from those 
unable to tolerate women’s 
progress would ultimately 
fail before the collective 
strength of women.

Highlighting the gov-

ernment’s initiatives for 
women’s self-help groups, 
Seethakka said the limit for 
interest-free loans has been 
enhanced from Rs 5 lakh to 
Rs 10 lakh.

She added that livelihood 
opportunities are being cre-

ated through initiatives such 
as rice mills, petrol bunks, 
and women-run supermar-
kets. “Women are now pro-
gressing from depending on 
others for daily expenses to 
supporting their families, 
educating their children, 
and even providing employ-
ment to others,” she said.

The Minister stated that 
the government’s goal is 
to transform women into 
wealth creators, noting that 
stronger women-led in-
comes would strengthen 
families and contribute to 
the state’s prosperity.

She added that Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
is committed to ensuring 
empowerment and devel-
opment for every woman in 
every household.

Hyderabad, May 26 (GNS)   
A city court on Tuesday sent 
Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar’s son, Bandi Bhageer-
ath, to police custody for 
three days in a POCSO case. 
The trial court in Malkajgiri 
pronounced orders on the 
prosecution’s petition.

Though the police sought 
custody for a week, the court 
granted custody for three 
days. Pet Basheerabad police 
will take custody of Bhageer-
ath, who is currently lodged 
in Cherlapalli Jail. Bhageer-
ath’s counsel, Karunasagar, 
opposed the petition for 
police custody. During argu-
ments on the petition, he also 
requested the court that, if 
the petition were allowed, the 
police be directed to conduct 

the interrogation between 10 
a.m. and 5.30 p.m., and that a 
medical examination be con-
ducted before and after the 
interrogation. The counsel 
also sought directions to the 
police not to use any coercive 
methods during the course of 
interrogation.

A case under the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act was 

registered against Bhageer-
ath at Pet Basheerabad Po-
lice Station on May 8, fol-
lowing allegations that he 
sexually assaulted a minor 
girl. The case was booked 
under Section 11 read with 
Section 12 of the POCSO Act 
and Sections 74 and 75 of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS). After the investigating 
officer spoke to the victim, 
the police invoked harsher 
provisions of the POCSO Act. 
Section 5(1), read with Sec-
tion 6, was added to the FIR.

Bhageerath was served a 
notice by the police directing 
him to appear before the in-
vestigating officer on May 13. 
He did not appear but sent a 
letter to the investigating of-
ficer seeking two days’ time 
to appear.

Bus driver not to be removed from job, 
says Telangana Minister amid row

Demographic change a serious 
concern: Ramchander Rao

Top maoist leader, wife surrender before Telangana PoliceNo Ebola cases reported in Telangana, public 
need not panic: Health Minister

Hyderabad, May 26 (GNS)  
In the wake of the row 
over the action of Telan-
gana State Road Transport 
Corporation to remove a 
driver of a hired private 
bus for allegedly criticis-
ing leaders of the ruling 
Congress holding a pro-
test, state Transport Min-
ister Ponnam Prabhakar 
said on Tuesday that he 
has advised the manage-
ment to change its deci-
sion and let him continue.

Prabhakar stated that 
driver Ashok spoke on 
behalf of the farmers, 
and the government wel-
comes it.

The minister said that 
despite the Centre show-
ing negligence in the pro-
curement of food grains, 
the state government was 
taking all measures to en-
sure that procurements 
happen smoothly. He ad-
vised opposition parties 
not to politicise this issue.

The Transport Minister 
clarified that Ashok is not 
an employee of RTC. “He 
is merely an RTC hired 
bus driver.. He is not an 
RTC employee. Even so, 
we have advised the bus 
management not to re-
move him from his job. 

Ashok spoke on behalf of 
the farmers, and we wel-
come that,” he said in a 
statement.

Earlier, Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) lead-
ers Gangula Kamalakar 
and Jeevan Reddy met 
Karimnagar RTC Regional 
Manager, seeking the im-
mediate reinstatement of 
Ashok.

The Regional Manager 
told the BRS leaders that 
he has no information. 
The leaders demanded 
action against the Jagtial 
Depot Manager for issu-
ing the orders to dismiss 
the driver.

The driver, while driv-
ing the bus from Jagtial to 
Dharmapuri on Monday, 
had made certain remarks 
criticising the Congress 
leaders participating in a 
protest on the road at Jag-
tial over the hike in petrol 

and diesel prices.
He had reportedly ad-

vised the protestors to 
focus on procuring the 
produce from farmers. 
State minister Adluri Lax-
man and Congress MLAs 
were participating in the 
protest.

The Jagtial Depot Man-
ager had then written to 
the owner of the private 
hire bus (PHB) to with-
draw the driver from PHB 
services with immediate 
effect.

The letter by Jagtial 
Depot manager to PHB 
owner Chukka Venugo-
pal stated that Congress’s 
Dharmapuri Mandal 
President C. Laxman had 
complained that the PHB 
driver criticised the Con-
gress party leaders who 
were staging a dharna at 
the RDO office, Jagtial

On the other hand, driv-
er Ashok, while talking to 
local media persons, clari-
fied that he was speaking 
with a person from his vil-
lage who was participat-
ing in the dharna. He said 
he told him that instead 
of talking about diesel or 
petrol, he should first fo-
cus on procuring cotton 
and maize from farmers.

Hyderabad, May 26 (GNS) 
Telangana BJP President N. 
Ramchander Rao on Tues-
day welcomed the decision 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah to constitute 
a High-Level Committee on 
Demographic Change, de-
scribing it as a decisive step 
to protect the interests and 
security of Indian citizens.

In a statement, Ramchan-
der Rao said “unnatural de-
mographic change” in the 
country is a serious concern 
and asserted that every in-
filtrator would be identified 
and expelled in accordance 
with the law through the 
proposed mechanism.

He stated that India’s re-
sources belong primarily to 
its citizens and alleged that 
previous Congress govern-
ments compromised na-
tional interests through 

“vote-bank politics and ap-
peasement policies,” leading 
to demographic imbalances 
in several regions.

The BJP leader claimed 
that demographic changes in 
certain parts of the country 
had adversely affected local 
communities, including trib-
als who were allegedly forced 
to leave their native places. 
Referring to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Indepen-
dence Day speech from the 
Red Fort on August 15, 2025, 
Ramchander Rao recalled 
that the Prime Minister had 
announced the formation of 
a “high-powered Demogra-
phy Mission” to address de-
mographic challenges in the 
country. He said the newly 
announced High-Level Com-
mittee reflects the Modi Gov-
ernment’s commitment to safe-
guarding the rights, security, 
and future of Indian citizens.
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Hyderabad, May 26 (GNS)  In 
another blow to the banned 
CPI (Maoist), its Central 
Committee Member Pasu-
noori Narahari and his wife 
Medara Danamma sur-
rendered before Telangana 
Police on Tuesday. Director 
General of Police C.V. Anand 
produced the senior under-
ground leaders of the Maoist 
outfit before the media.

Pasunoori Narahari alias 
Vishwanath alias Salai Da is 
the Bihar-Jharkhand Special 
Area Committee (BJSAC) 
secretary, while Danamma 
alias Latha alias Poonam 
alias Joba is a State Commit-
tee Member (SCM).

The DGP said that with 
their surrender, the last sur-
viving Eastern Regional Bu-
reau of CPI (Maoist) is on 
the verge of collapse. A na-
tive of Telangana’s Hanuma-
konda district, 64-year-old 
Narahari joined the Radical 
Students Union (RSU) while 
studying in the first year of 
his degree course. In 1988, 
he married Danamma of 
Guntur district.

According to police, in 
1982, under the influence 
and at the behest of late 
Puli Anjaiah, then CPI (ML) 
People’s War AP State Com-
mittee Secretary, he formally 
joined CPI (ML) People’s War 
and became part of the Kun-
ta Dalam operating in Suk-
ma district, Chhattisgarh.

In 2006, he was promoted 
to the rank of State Com-
mittee Member (SCM) and 
joined the Bihar-Jharkhand 
Special Area Committee 
(BJSAC) as an SZC Member, 
where he remained until 
2010. He served as head of 

the Technical Department 
team, a seven-member unit 
under the BJSAC, until 2014.

In 2014, he was trans-
ferred to the Bihar State 
Committee, where he served 
as the in-charge of the Gaya 
District Organisation until 
2017. In 2017, he was pro-
moted to Central Commit-
tee Member under the East-
ern Regional Bureau (ERB).

Police said he possessed 
extensive expertise in the 
manufacturing and mainte-
nance of firearms, mortars, 
rockets, rocket-propelled 
grenades, grenades, and 

booby traps. He also im-
parted training to Maoist 
cadres in weapons produc-
tion, repair, and mainte-
nance, while simultaneously 
handling technical and or-
ganisational responsibilities 
at senior levels. Danamma, 
55, joined the Maoist move-
ment after her marriage to 
Narahari. In 1997, she joined 
the Technical Department 
Team in South Bastar, Dan-
dakaranya, Chhattisgarh.

In 2000, she was promot-
ed to DCM and transferred 
to the Nagpur Technical De-
partment Team. 

Hyderabad, May 26 (GNS) 
Telangana Health Minister 
Damodar Rajanarasimha 
on Tuesday said no Ebola 
cases have been reported 
in the state so far and urged 
the public not to panic, as-
suring that the government 
is fully alert and prepared 
to handle any situation. The 
Minister reviewed Ebola 
prevention measures and 
preparedness at a meeting 
held at the Aarogyasri Trust 
office in Hyderabad in view 
of the outbreak reported in 
some African countries.

Senior officials informed 
the Minister that no Ebola-
positive cases or symptom-
atic individuals have been 
identified in Telangana till 
date. They said all precau-
tionary measures are being 
implemented as per Central 
Government guidelines.

Authorities are conduct-
ing screening and thermal 
scanning of passengers ar-
riving from Ebola-affect-
ed countries such as the 

Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Uganda, and South 
Sudan at the Rajiv Gan-
dhi International Airport 
in Shamshabad. A special 
team comprising doctors, 
health inspectors, para-
medical staff, and field per-
sonnel has been deployed 
at the airport.

Officials said a dedicated 
10-bed isolation ward has 
been established at Gandhi 
Hospital, while 108 ambu-
lances are being kept ready 
round-the-clock for emer-

gencies. Suspected samples 
are being sent to the Na-
tional Institute of Virology 
(NIV), Pune, for testing.

Travelers arriving from 
affected countries with-
out symptoms are being 
placed under 21-day home 
isolation and monitored by 
district surveillance teams. 
Officials stated that 58 pas-
sengers from Ebola-af-
fected countries arrived in 
Hyderabad till May 25, and 
none showed symptoms of 
the disease. The Minister di-

rected officials to maintain 
continuous surveillance, 
ensure strict infection con-
trol measures, and imme-
diately shift any suspected 
patient to the isolation ward 
at Gandhi Hospital.

He also instructed all 
government hospitals to 
remain on high alert and 
stressed the need for close 
coordination among air-
port authorities, surveil-
lance teams, and hospitals, 
according to an official 
statement.


