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India, Cyprus agree to deepen ties
in defence 1ndustry, Connectivity

New Delhi, May 22 (GNS): Cyprus
President Nikos Christodoulides
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, at their meeting held here
on Friday, agreed to elevate the
relations between the two coun-
tries to a strategic level with deep-
er cooperation in defence and
transport connectivity, according
to senior government officials.

Noting that Prime Minister
Modi visited Cyprus last year,
the officials said that the “tradi-
tionally excellent relations” have
now been elevated to a strategic
level. “Over the past year, we
have seen several important de-
velopments in our bilateral rela-
tions,” an official said.

“Cyprus is interested in
strengthening cooperation with
the Indian defence industry and
also wants the defence industries

of the two countries to work to-
gether. President Nikos Christo-
doulides is reported to have high-
lighted that the European Union
is investing more than 150 billion
euros through the SAFE instru-
ment to enhance defence and se-
curity across the EU and its mem-
ber states. Cyprus is eligible for

order to enhance transport con-
nectivity, the relevant Transport
Minister will hold meetings with
Air India and IndiGo regarding
the possibility of starting direct
flights. There is interest from both
companies, and the direct con-
nectivity is expected to be estab-
lished by the end of the year.

Indian companies have already
invested in Cyprus and have full
access to the European market
in a number of sectors, includ-
ing defence, manufacturing, and
technology. Cyprus serves as an
important gateway to Europe.

In Mumbai, there is already
strong business cooperation be-
tween the companies of the two
countries across various sectors,
and there is potential for further
expansion. Cyprus has decided
to open a trade office in Mum-

1.2 billion euros, and is interested
in enhancing its military capabili-
ties and exploring the possibility
of procuring from India,” an of-
ficial said. The two sides agreed
that the Defence Minister will
visit soon to discuss defence co-
operation and specific products
of interest, the official said. In

bai from September 1 this year. It
will be sending additional high-
level diplomats to its mission in
New Delhi. The shooting of the
first Bollywood film in Cyprus
has been announced. Filming of
the romantic story will begin this
June, and the film is expected to
be released on 14 February next
year. In Mumbai, Eurobank has
also opened its first representa-
tive office. It is important that
this bank is working on integrat-
ing systems, including UPI, which
will be operational in Cyprus next
year. This will enable users in Cy-
prus to use the system, and in the
future, it will also support non-In-
dian users, including those invest-
ing between the two countries.
The Cyprus presidency began
with the announcement of a Free
Trade Agreement in January.

Punjab local body polls to
be held using ballot papers

GIFT City emerging as key pillar of India’s global

financial architecture: FM Sitharaman

Chandigarh, May 22 (GNS)
Local body elections in Pun-
jab will be held using ballot
papers with the high court
here on Friday, May 22, dis-
missing petitions seeking
polling by EVMs, observing
that the petitioners had ap-
proached the court quite
late and elections were
barely days away.

Polling for 104 municipal
bodies including eight mu-
nicipal corporations in Pun-
jab will be held on May 26.
The counting of votes will
take place on May 29.

The PILs before the Pun-

jab and Haryana High Court
had challenged the Punjab
State Election Commission’s
decision of holding the elec-
tions for municipal corpo-
rations, municipal coun-
cils and nagar panchayats
through ballot papers.
Punjab’s Additional Advo-
cate General Ferry Sofat told
reporters on Friday, “Three
petitions were filed that elec-
tions should be held through
EVMs. State Election Com-
mission had maintained that
even after EVMs, which were
stated to be in transit by the
Election Commission.

Gandhinagar, May 22 (GNS)
India’s efforts to position
itself as a global financial
and investment destina-
tion received fresh em-
phasis during a high-level
review of Gujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City
(GIFT City), where Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman noted that the
International Financial
Services Centre (IFSC) was
helping channel interna-
tional capital flows into the
country through globally
benchmarked institutional
frameworks, regulatory

ISLAMIA GOLLEGE OF I.IIW

Afflllated to Osmanla University 4

agility and a supportive so-
cial ecosystem. Addressing
the review meeting on Fri-
day, Sitharaman said GIFT
City had emerged as an
important pillar of India’s
international financial ar-
chitecture and reflected the
country’s growing econom-
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ic confidence and global
aspirations.

"India, today, offered
a unique combination of
scale, technology and tal-
ent and growth opportuni-
ties. The ecosystem being
developed at GIFT City was
strengthening the country’s

position in global finance
and investment," she said.

The Finance Minister
also underlined the need
for futuristic policy dis-
cussions to result in im-
mediate implementation
and measurable changes
on the ground.

India delivers 20
tonnes of critical vaccine

Kabul/New Delhi:
tinuing with its humani-

Con-

tarian support for Af-
ghanistan, India on Friday
delivered 20 tonnes of
Bacillus Calmette-Guerin
(BCG) and Tetanus &
Diphtheria (Td) vaccines
to Kabul to boost immuni-
sation efforts among Af-
ghan children.

Taking to X, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson, Randhir
Jaiswal said, “India delivers
20 tonnes of critical dry ma-
terials for BCG and Tetanus
& Diphtheria (Td) vaccines
to Kabul, to augment Af-
ghanistan’s Child Immuni-
sation Programme. More
consignments are under-
way. India is committed to
support the friendly people
of Afghanistan in the health
sector. Earlier in April, India
delivered 13 tonnes of BCG
vaccines and related dry
material to support Afghan-
istan’s child immunisation
programme to fight Tuber-
culosis (TB).

In a post on X, Jaiswal
stated, “India delivers 13
tonnes of BCG vaccines

and related dry material to
Afghanistan’s Ministry of
Public Health to augment
Afghanistan’s child
munisation programme
against tuberculosis.”

On April 5, India sent
Humanitarian Assistance
and Disaster Relief materi-
al (HADR) to Afghanistan
due to the problems faced
by people after recent
floods and earthquakes.

India expressed its soli-
darity with the people of
Afghanistan and commit-
ment to extending human-
itarian assistance during
this challenging time. “At
this time of hardship being
faced by the Afghan people
due to recent floods and
earthquakes, India delivers
HADR materials, including
kitchen sets, hygiene kits,
plastic sheets, tarpaulins,
sleeping bags, and more.
India stands in solidarity
with the people of Afghani-
stan and remains com-
mitted to extending hu-
manitarian assistance and
support during this chal-
lenging time,” the MEA
posted on X.
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Ebola risk upgraded to very high’in congo: WHO Chief
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Addis Ababa, May 22 (GNS): The
public health risk from the Ebola
outbreak in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo has been up-
graded from high to very high,
the World Health Organization
(WHO) said on Friday. “We are re-
vising our risk assessment of Ebola
to very high at the national level,
high at the regional level, and low
at global level,” WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus told a
press conference.

Meanwhile, the Africa Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(Africa CDC) called for enhanced
solidarity to rapidly contain the
latest Ebola outbreak in the Demo-
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cratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
and Uganda, Xinhua News Agency
reported. In a statement released
on Thursday, the African Union’s
specialised healthcare agency

stressed that containing outbreaks

“requires speed, coordination, and
sustained support for the frontline
responders and communities bear-
ing the greatest burden.” The agen-
cy further announced that it has
committed an immediate financial
support of 1 million U.S. dollars to
strengthen emergency operations
and deployed an eight-member
multidisciplinary team to Bunia in
the DRC'’s Ituri Province.

Urging for robust African soli-
darity in action, the agency wel-
comed South Africa’s contribu-
tion of 2.5 million US dollars to
support Ebola response efforts. It
also recognized the dedication of

frontline health workers for their
“commitment to ending the out-
break and protecting communi-
ties.” Meanwhile, the agency an-
nounced that, at the request of the
Ugandan government, it is con-
vening a high-level cross-border
coordination meeting from Friday
to Saturday, bringing together
Uganda, the DRC, and South Su-
dan to strengthen regional pre-
paredness and response.
According to the figures released
Thursday by DRC Health Minister
Roger Kamba, 626 suspected cases
and 159 probable deaths have been
recorded since the country de-
clared its 17th outbreak on May 15.
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Saudi Arabia says Hajj WI“ IlOt he EXNOItEd as over 1.5 million pilgrims arrive

MAKKAH, MAY 22 (UNI) —
Saudi Arabia stressed on Fri-
day that it will not allow the
Hajj season to be exploited
for any activities that violate
its religious purpose, as au-
thorities announced the ar-
rival of more than 1.5 million
pilgrims from abroad and
revealed the dismantling of
hundreds of fake Hajj cam-
paigns across the Kingdom.
The remarks came dur-
ing a press conference held
by Hajj security command-
ers at the Unified Security
Operations Center (911) in
Makkah, where officials re-
viewed security, traffic and

organizational plans for the
1447H Hajj season. Director
of Public Security and Chair-
man of the Hajj Security
Committee Lieutenant Gen-

eral Mohammed Al-Bassami
confirmed the full readiness
of the Hajj security system
to carry out its duties during

the pilgrimage season.

“Our goal is for the pilgrim
to reach his destination, per-
form his rituals and return
safely to his homeland,” Al-
Bassami said, calling on pil-
grims to focus solely on wor-
ship. He explained that crowd
management plans focus on
organizing movement flows,
distributing crowd density
and reducing route overlap
as much as possible, while
advanced technologies work
alongside security personnel
to enforce Hajj regulations
and detect fake campaigns
and violators.

Al-Bassami revealed that
authorities had dismantled

more than 217 fake Hajj
campaigns nationwide and
turned back 7733 violators
of residency, labor and bor-
der security laws who at-
tempted to enter Makkah
illegally. Authorities also
denied entry to 366,000 un-
authorized individuals at
Makkah entry points and in-
tercepted thousands of un-
authorized vehicles used to
transport violators. He said
field indicators showed a
significant improvement in
compliance compared with
last year, including a 44%
drop in the number of viola-
tors and deportees.
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Amit Shah Urges States to Cut Dropout Rates, Fast-Track Criminal Case Disposal by 2029

JAGDALPUR, May 22 (UNI):
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday said High
Courts should set up special
courts for the speedy dis-
posal of cases pending for
more than five years.
Chairing the 26th meeting
of the Central Zonal Council
(CZC) in Jagdalpur, head-
quarters of Chhattisgarh’s
Bastar district, Shah also
said timely DNA testing in
cases registered under the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act and rape cases could
raise conviction rates in
these offences to “100 per
cent”. The meeting was at-
tended by Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai, Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav, Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath and Uttara-
khand Chief Minister Push-
kar Singh Dhami along with
senior officials, said an offi-
cial release.

Shah said it was a mat-
ter of “great joy” that the
meeting was being held in
Bastar after achieving the
“historic milestone” of a
Naxal-free India. The en-
tire credit for making In-
dia Naxal-free goes to the
hard work and bravery of
the jawans of our security
forces, he said, adding that
coordinated efforts by in-
telligence agencies, state
police and Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs) en-
sured timely and decisive
action against Naxalites. He
said development initiatives
were simultaneously car-
ried out in areas freed from

Naxalism under the “Whole
of Government Approach”,
with state governments and
central departments work-
ing together. “Our fight is
not over yet because Naxal-
affected areas have been
lagging behind in the race
for development for nearly
five decades. The effort
would continue until these
regions matched the rest
of the country in terms of
development,” the release
quoted Shah as saying. After
resolving all contentious is-
sues between the states (in
the central zonal council)
as well as those between the
states and the Centre, the
meeting was being held in
a very positive and cordial
atmosphere, he said.

The meeting focused
mainly on monitoring de-
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velopment works, including
Jal Jeevan Mission-2, nutri-
tion, health, education, fi-
nancial inclusion and power
sector reforms.
Union Home
said that if timely DNA test-
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and rape cases, the convic-
tion rate in these cases can
increase to 100 per cent.

The High Courts should

establish special courts for
the speedy disposal of cases

pending in courts for more
than five years, Shah said,
adding that the adminis-
tration must demonstrate
seriousness in dealing with
serious crimes.

He also called upon all
the chief ministers and chief
secretaries to join hands
and move forward shoulder
to shoulder with the Gov-
ernment of India in the fight
against malnutrition.

The Union minister also
stressed the need to reduce
school dropout rates and
improve the quality of edu-
cation. Ensuring banking
facilities within a five-kilo-
metre radius was a major
achievement as most welfare
schemes are linked to Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT), he
said. Shah also urged states
to implement their 1930 cy-

bercrime helplines in line
with the Union Home Min-
istry’s model format, and
modernise their call centres.
On food adulteration cases,
he said penalties imposed
on guilty establishments
should be widely publicised
to create public awareness.
Referring to the implemen-
tation of the new criminal
laws, Shah said the three
“Naveen Nyaya Sanhitas”
had been implemented ef-
fectively but further empha-
sis was needed on certain
aspects. The government
should aim to ensure dis-
posal of every criminal case,
including those reaching the
Supreme Court, within three
years before 2029, he said.
Highlighting the function-
ing of Zonal Councils, Shah
said India’s federal structure

had become stronger un-
der Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s leadership, and
regular council meetings
had helped resolve disputes
among states and between
states and the Centre.

Only 11 Zonal Coun-
cil meetings were held
between 2004 and 2014,
compared to 32 meetings
between 2014 and 2026, he
said while also pointing out
that Standing Committee
meetings increased from
14 to 35 during the same
period. Between 2004 and
2014, discussions were held
on just 569 issues at these
meetings, whereas from
2014 to 2026, discussions
have taken place on 1,729
issues, out of which nearly
80 per cent have also been
resolved, he said.

Technical Sessions Focus on Fisheries,
Seaweed Farming and Digital Platiorms

New Delhi, May 22 (UNI):
Guided by Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s vision of “Sahkar Se
Samriddhi”, which is be-
ing implemented across the
country under the leader-
ship of Hon'ble Union Home
Minister and Minister of Co-
operation Shri Amit Shah,
a National Level Workshop
on Fisheries Cooperative
Societies was organised in
Hyderabad on 15th May,
2026. The workshop formed
part of a continuing series
of regional and national
cooperative  consultations
being organised across dif-
ferent parts of the country
to strengthen the fisher-
ies cooperative ecosystem
and promote “Cooperation
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among Cooperatives” for
inclusive and sustainable
growth of fisherfolk commu-
nities and rural economies.
Earlier workshops under the
same initiative were organ-
ised in Mizoram and Jaipur.
The National Workshop

brought together senior of-
ficials from various State
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Governments, representa-
tives of fisheries institu-
tions, cooperative organisa-
tions, financial institutions
and development agencies.
Senior officers from the
Department of Fisheries,
Government of India, also
participated virtually in the
deliberations. The National
Fisheries Development
Board (NFDB) actively par-
ticipated in the workshop
process and technical dis-
cussions. The deliberations
focused on strengthening
inter-state coordination, ac-
celerating implementation
of fisheries-related schemes
at the grassroots level and
evolving institutional mech-
anisms for regular monitor-
ing, issue resolution and

policy feedback.

Addressing the inaugural
session, Secretary, Ministry
of Cooperation, Govern-
ment of India, Dr. Ashish Ku-
mar Bhutani underlined the
growing importance of fish-
eries cooperative societies
in strengthening rural liveli-
hoods, increasing income
opportunities and building
sustainable community-led
economic systems. He stated
that cooperative institutions
have emerged as an effective
framework for ensuring in-
clusive development, partic-
ularly for fishermen, women
and rural families associ-
ated with the fisheries value
chain. He further empha-
sised the need to strengthen
institutional mechanisms.

SC declines spicejet relief but allows
airline to move delhi HC again

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday allowed
beleaguered low-cost
airline SpiceJet and its
Chairman Ajay Singh to
approach the Delhi High
Court for modification of a
direction requiring a cash
deposit of Rs. 144.51 crore
in its long-running arbitra-
tion dispute with Kalanithi
Maran and Kal Airways Pri-
vate Limited.

A bench of Justices PS.
Narasimha and Alok Arad-
he disposed of the spe-
cial leave petition (SLP)
filed by SpiceJet and Ajay
Singh, permitting them to
approach the Delhi High
Court afresh in light of re-
cent developments arising
from the West Asia crisis

and the Centre’s Emergen-
cy Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS) 5.0.

The apex court clarified
that it was not expressing
any opinion on the merits
of the dispute pending be-
fore the Delhi High Court
under Section 34 of the Ar-
bitration and Conciliation
Act. Senior advocate Mu-
kul Rohatgi, appearing for
SpiceJet, submitted before

the Justice Narasimha-led
Bench that the airline sec-
tor had been severely im-
pacted by the ongoing West
Asia crisis, including rising
fuel prices and operational
disruptions. He argued that
SpiceJet, being the smallest
player in the aviation sector,
was facing acute financial
distress and sought time to
clear the dues. Rohatgi fur-
ther submitted that the Cen-

tre had introduced a bailout
and emergency credit line
scheme for airlines, under
which funds were expected
to be released by November.
The senior counsel stated
that the airline had offered
immovable property as se-
curity and was taking steps
to sell it, but immediate
liquidation was not feasible
as required under the Delhi
High Court’s order.

The dispute arises out
of execution proceedings
linked to an arbitral award
in favour of Maran and Kal
Airways. The proceedings
are being heard alongside
SpiceJet’s challenge to the
award under Section 34 of
the Arbitration and Con-
ciliation Act.

Bangladesh Border Drone Threat Raises

I

New Delhi, May 22 (UNI)
The sighting of a drone
along the India-Bangladesh
border has put the security
agencies on high alert. A
Made in China drone was
found near the Durgabari
Outpost of the Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) in West Tri-
pura district. The drone is
being taken to Delhi for fo-
rensic examination.Tripura
food The initial assessment
suggested that it was not a
civilian drone. It had two
high-resolution  cameras,
which indicates that it was
not a civilian drone.

There are Intelligence
reports that drone activ-
ity along the India-Bangla-
desh border may go up. It
would be used more often
by rogue elements who
would want information
on the position of the In-
dian security forces.

The data will then be
used for carrying out ille-
gal infiltration, cattle, drug
smuggling, and coun-
terfeiting. Officials point
out that this is similar to
what they got to witness
at the Line of Control and
the International border

Infiltration, Smuggling Concerns

with Pakistan. The secu-
rity agencies had sighted
drones in smaller numbers
in Punjab and later in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. Initially,
there were just reconnais-
sance missions, but later
consignments of arms and
drugs were being dropped
off. In the days to come,
some elements in Bangla-
desh are likely to ramp up
the use of drones.

The Intelligence agen-
cies assess that with the
government in Bangladesh
not sharing good ties with
India, there is every likeli-
hood that infiltrations of
illegal immigrants may
take place in very large
numbers.Online learning

It is not just the rogue
drones used by anti-so-
cial elements that India is
worried about. The Ban-
gladesh military had re-
cently acquired the Turk-
ish-made Bayraktar TB2
drones. These have been
in operation near the In-
dian border. These drones
have been flying within
Bangladesh's territory and
have been carrying out
surveillance missions.

e

The Bayratkar TB2 is an
armed, unnamed aerial
vehicle (UAV) that is man-
ufactured in Turkey. It in-
cludes aTB2 UAV platform,
a ground control station, a
ground data terminal, a re-
mote display terminal, and
advanced base modules.
The sighting of the TB2
is not uncommon. These
have been in operation
since 2024. Such drones
have also been sighted
near Meghalaya, which
shares a 443 km border
with Bangladesh. This
unusual activity by the
drones was reported near
Shore and Stella in the East
Khasi Hills district.

The agencies have alert-
ed the BSF that such sight-
ings may go up. The chal-
lenge would be to keep a
watch on the drones used
by the Bangladesh military
and the rogue elements.
India has already spruced
up surveillance efforts in
the region.Online learning

However, with time and
given the current situa-
tion, the security officials
will have to ramp up ef-

forts further.

Yogi Warns of Stern Action Against Misuse of
Drones Amid Panic in UP, Uttarakhand

Lucknow, May 22 (IANS)
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath has
warned that those spread-
ing panic with illegal use
of drones will be booked
under the Gangster Act. He
said that if needed, the ille-
gal drone operators will be
booked under the National
Security Act (NSA), the
Chief Minister's Office has
said in a statement.
Pointing out that oper-
ating drones without prior
permission is banned, he
said those taking the law
into their own hands will
not be tolerated. The Chief
Minister said that strict ac-
tion will be taken against
the accused. He made it
clear that those spreading

rumours will not be toler-
ated and strict action will
be taken against them.

The Chief Minister di-
rected the Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) and Di-
rector General of Police to
review the illegal activities
concerning drones in all
districts. He called for strict
vigilance and the establish-
ment of a drone monitor-

ing system across the state.
CM Adityanth also directed
the officials to conduct
routine patrolling in the
districts and instil a sense
of security among people.
He said that those mis-
using the technology will
face stern action. The Chief
Minister's remarks come
amid growing concerns
over drone use in unlawful
activities. Notably, drone
activities were reported
across Uttarakhand and
Uttar Pradesh in recent
days, triggering panic. Ear-
lier this week, two people
were arrested in Muzaffar-
nagar, Uttar Pradesh, for
using pigeons and fitting
green lights on them to cre-

ate an illusion of a drone.

NEET PG 2025: QR Code Admit
Card Mandatory for Candidates

New Delhi, May 22 (UNI)
The National Board of Exam-
inations in Medical Sciences
(NBEMS) is set to conduct
the NEET PG 2025 exami-
nation. The examination,
which is a key gateway for
admission into postgradu-
ate medical courses in India,
will be held in a single shift
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
The computer-based test
will take place at multiple
centres nationwide under
strict examination protocols.

Candidates will be allowed
entry into the examination
centres between 7:00 a.m.
and 8:30 a.m.. No entry will
be permitted after the gate
closing time. Access to the
login system will be granted
at 8:45 a.m., and candidates

are expected to remain seat-
ed in their designated exam
halls throughout the exam.

NEET PG serves as the na-
tional eligibility-cum-ranking
examination for admissions
to various postgraduate med-
ical courses, including Doctor
of Medicine (MD), Master of
Surgery (MS), Postgraduate
Diploma programmes, post-
MBBS DNB, six-year DrNB
courses, and NBEMS diploma
programmes. Over two lakh
candidates are expected to
take part in the highly com-
petitive examination this
year. As per the instructions
issued by the NBEMS, can-
didates must carry a printed
copy of the NEET PG 2025 ad-
mit card bearing a barcode or
QR code.

Punjab to Provide Prescriptions, Test
Reports via WhatsApp Chatbot: CM Mann

Chandigarh, May 22 (UNI)
To impart quality health ser-
vices, Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Sunday
announced the government
would open 200 new Aam
Aadmi Clinics, taking the to-
tal number of such clinics to
1,081. Addressing the gath-
ering at a function to mark
inauguration of WhatsApp
Chatbot for 881 Aam Aadmi
Clinics, the Chief Minister
said “itis a historic day in the
healthcare sector of Punjab
as a total of 881 Aam Aadmi
Clinics across the state have
been connected to a What-
sApp Chatbot”.

He said these clinics ca-
ter to nearly 70,000 patients
daily and in today’s digital
age, the WhatsApp Chatbot

|~ .
will be most beneficial for
patients. Mann said this ini-
tiative is expected to bring
revolutionary changes in
healthcare services.

The Chief Minister said as

approximately 90 per cent of
Punjabis own a smartphone,
they can now be directly
reached through WhatsApp.
He said patients would

now receive  complete

health-related information
via WhatsApp and doctor’s
prescription slips would
be accessible through the
chatbot. CM Mann said di-
agnostic test reports would
also be shared and patients
would receive reminders
about their next consulta-
tion dates from the doc-
tor. The Chief Minister said
regular WhatsApp updates
will be provided on care for
elderly people with diabetes
or blood pressure, pregnant
women, and newborns. He
said it would eliminate the
need for patients to physi-
cally store prescriptions or
medications, as they can
access the information any-
time on WhatsApp. Most
importantly, Mann said, the

patients can instantly share
their reports with family
members or consult another
doctor through WhatsApp.
The Chief Minister said the
Health Department will also
maintain a digital database
of patients, their ailments,
and treatments. He said Pun-
jab would soon be launching
200 more Aam Aadmi Clinics
to ensure quality healthcare
services for all, adding the
government is committed to
providing free medical treat-
ment to every citizen.

CM Mann said Punjab
is also the first state in the
country to implement the
‘Mukhya Mantri Sehat Yoja-
na, which provides medical
treatment of up to Rs 10 lakh
per family.
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SRH crush RCB by 55 runs in Hyderabad run-fest,
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IPL 2026:

Hyderabad, May 23 (UNI)
Going into the game, RCB
wanted to win but also
wanted to ensure they
didn't slip outside the top
two should they lose. After
SRH pumped 255 for 4 in 20
overs, the equation became
clear - RCB had to avoid los-
ing by 90 or more runs.

The start given by their
new opener, Venkatesh,
calmed the nerves. He gave
Pat Cummins a four-six jab
in the first over, and saved
his best for the fourth over
delivered by left-arm wrist-
spinner Shivang Kumar.
He punished Shivang for
two sixes in one over, with
a boundary sandwiched in
between. Venkatesh fell for
a 19-ball 44 but by then RCB

had already scored 60 in 4.3
overs. Even though Virat
Kohli (15) failed to leave a
mark in the game with the
bat, a spunky 21 from No. 3
Devdutt Padikkal ensured
RCB stayed on course for
166 even if the chase looked
to get out of hand. Sakib
Hussain, who delivered 1 for
31 in four overs, was a major
reason why RCB could not
push on.

Patidar scored his fourth
half-century of the season,
staying in from the sixth
over to the 19th. His 39-ball
56 included crisp boundar-
ies off Eshan Malinga, Cum-
mins and Harshal Patel,
but fell to part-timer Travis
Head. Krunal stayed till the
end with an unbeaten 41 in

31 balls as RCB finished on
a commendable 200 for 4
by the end. Dropped in the
sixth, seventh and eighth
overs, Abhishek made full
use of the chances RCB's
fielders offered him. On a
flat surface with no grass,
he did not let purple-cap
holder Bhuvneshwar Kumar
settle. His early boundar-
ies over the off-side against
Bhuvneshwar's awayswing-
ers moved into his takedown
of Suyash Sharma's googly
and Romario Shepherd's
seam-up balls. Abhishek
was finally out in the ninth
over, but by then his turbo-
charged innings had SRH al-
most touching triple-digits.

Kishan had three fifties
against RCB in his last three

outings, and on Friday, he
made it four in a row with a
46-ball 79. While Abhishek
was going, Kishan took
his time to score nine off
his first ten balls, but then
found his groove.

His best shot of the night
was probably the leg-side
slog towards the bigger
boundary against Krunal
in the 11th over, a sign that
timing and form continued
to be on his side. A sixth 50-
plus score for Kishan this
season also made IPL 2026
his most prolific as a batter.
His sweeps, cuts and pulls
allowed SRH to pump 73
runs across overs 11 to 15.

Klaasen's story was simi-
lar, starting off with only
five runs in nine balls, but
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seal statement win

one that was unlocked with
his takedown of Josh Hazle-
wood in the 13th over. One
six over cow corner and two
more over long-on made
Hazlewood leak 27. His ef-
fortless loft of Bhuvneshwar
over extra cover took him
close to yet another land-
mark, and he brought up
his sixth half-century of the
season in the 16th over. He
fell in the 17th over to a low-
arm slinger from Krunal for
52, but not before becoming
the first player to cross 600
runs while batting at No. 4
or lower in a T20 tourna-
ment. Nitish Kumar Reddy
scored a blazing unbeaten
29 in 12 balls to give SRH a
late push. He hit Krunal for
two sixes in his first three

balls in the crease and then
deposited Hazlewood for
another. The late flourish
took SRH past 250 while also
leaving RCB's senior seam-
bowling pair of Bhuvnesh-
war and Hazlewood duck-
ing for cover. Hazlewood
conceded 55 on the night
while Bhuvneshwar leaked
51. They both finished the
evening wicketless.

Brief scores: Sunrisers Hy-
derabad 255/4 in 20 overs
(Ishan Kishan 79, Ab-
hishek Sharma 56, Heinrich
Klaasen 51; Rasikh Salam
2-53) beat Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru 200/4 in 20
overs (Rajat Patidar 56,
Venkatesh Iyer 44, Krunal
Pandya 41 not out; Eshan
Malinga 2-33) by 55 runs

National Senior Athletics: Animesh Kujur Sets
National 100m Record, Wins Ticket To Glasgow CWG

Ranchi, May 22 (GNS): Odi-
sha’s ace sprinter Animesh
Kujur set the national men’s
100m record in the semifinal
round of the 29th National
Senior Athletics Federation
Competitions in Ranchi on
Friday, to win a ticket to the
Glasgow  Commonwealth
Games. Seema also achieved
CWG qualification mark in
women’s discus throw.
Kujur, 22, bettered the na-
tional record to 10.15 sec-
onds in the second semifi-
nal round on day one of the
29th National Senior Athlet-
ics Federation Competition
here at Ranchi’s Birsa Mun-
da Stadium. The Common-
wealth Games qualification
time in men’s 100m was
10.16 seconds. The spot-
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light was on mens 100m
sprinters on Friday. The na-
tional record was shattered
twice within a short span
of time. Gurindervir Singh,
dominating the first semis,
clocked 10.17 seconds to
better the previous national
record of 10.18 seconds set
by Kujur last year.

Excitement reached its
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zenith as a few minutes
later, Kujur, racing in the
second semis, clocked 10.15
seconds to reclaim his na-
tional record. “It’s all about
hard work,” says jubilant
Animesh Kujur on winning
tickets to Glasgow.

Both Kujur and Singh also
improved the meet record
of 10.25 set by Manikanta

Hoblidhar in 2025.

Seema was the sec-
ond athlete on day one to
achieve the CWG qualifica-
tion mark in the women’s
discus throw. Her gold-win-
ning throw of 57.29m was
better than the CWG quali-
fication mark of 56.85m.

Fierce competition was
also witnessed at the jump-
ing arena on the opening
day. Indias two heavy-
weights in women’s long
jump—Shaili Singh and
Ancy Sojan—battled it out
to stay ahead of the other.
Eventually, it was Ancy’s day
out as she raced to victory
with a distance of 6.75m,
bettering the meet record of
6.64m set by Shaili Singh last
year in Kochi.

All-rounder Vijay Shankar announces
retirement from all forms of indian cricket

Chennai, May 22 (GNS): All
rounder Vijay Shankar on
Friday announced his re-
tirement from all forms of
Indian cricket, bringing the
curtains down on a career
that saw him represent India
in both white ball formats
and feature in the 2019 Men’s
ODIWorld Cup.

Shankar, a mainstay for
Tamil Nadu in domestic
cricket, played 12 ODIs and
nine T20Is for India, amass-
ing 324 runs in all and pick-
ing nine scalps. He was sur-
prisingly preferred ahead of
Ambati Rayudu in the main
squad and played three
matches before a toe injury
ended his tournament early,
with Mayank Agarwal re-
placing him.

In his retirement note,
Shankar said he now aims
to ‘pursue new opportuni-
ties and play more cricket.
“A HEARTFELT THANK YOU.
Cricket is my life. T started
playing when I was 10, and
25 years later, I am grateful
and blessed to have played at
every level and to the high-
est level. Representing our
country will always be one

of my proudest and happiest
moments. “T have decided to
retire from playing domes-
tic cricket and IPL to pursue
new opportunities and play
more cricket. Thank you will
not suffice for letting me do
what I love. Eternally grate-
ful. Thankful to BCCI and the
Indian Cricket Team — many
learnings, countless memo-
ries, and various inspirations!

“Representing the country
will be my highest badge of
honour. Bowling the last over
at India’s 500th ODI at Nagpur
and my First ball, first wicket
at the 2019 World Cup are mo-
ments I will hold onto forev-
er!” wrote Shankar on his so-
cial media accounts on Friday.

In the Indian Premier
League  (IPL),  Shankar
played 78 games and turned
out for Chennai Super Kings,
Sunrisers Hyderabad, Delhi
Capitals, and Gujarat Ti-
tans, including in their ti-
tle-winning run in 2022. In
domestic cricket, Shankar
captained Tamil Nadu to the
Vijay Hazare, Deodhar, and
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
titles before playing for Tri-
pura in the last season.

India’s fintech sector set to grow
at 31 pc CAGR in next four years

New Delhi, May 23 (GNS) The
Indian fintech sector is ex-
pected to grow at an impres-
sive 31 per cent compound
annual growth rate over the
next four years, a report said.
The report from KPMG India
said that the country's fin-
tech ecosystem is transition-
ing from rapid expansion
to a phase characterised by
resilience, governance, and
profitable scale. This shift is
supported by robust digital
public infrastructure, includ-
ing UPI, Aadhaar, and the Ac-
count Aggregator framework,
the report said.
Approximately 60 per cent
of total fintech funding in the
first half of 2025 was directed
toward lending and payments
segments, underscoring in-
vestor confidence in mature,
stable sub-sectors, the report
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said. After the peak in funding
seen in 2021, the deal activ-
ity has rebounded in H1 2025
with 12 deals exceeding $50
million, compared to just 1 in
H1 2024. This recovery signals
strategic investor focus on
scale and quality, KPMG India
said."India’s fintech evolution
is entering a new phase—one
where embedded finance,
powered by responsible Al re-

defines how financial services
integrate into daily life. In-
novation must now be paired
with governance, resilience
and ethical safeguards. Talent
will be the true differentiator,
shaping a workforce ready to
navigate advanced technolo-
gies and regulatory complex-
ity," said Akhilesh Tuteja,
Partner and Head, Clients and
Markets, KPMG in India.

NITI Aayog unveils roadmap on Al to
empower 490 million lnformal workers

New Delhi, May 23 (UNI)
NITI Aayog on Wednesday
released a pioneering study
to systematically explore
how artificial intelligence
(AI) and frontier technolo-
gies can be harnessed to
transform the lives and
livelihoods of India’s 490
million informal work-
ers who are the backbone
of the nation’s economy.
While global discourse
on Al has largely centred
around white-collar jobs
and the formal economy,
the landmark study titled
‘Al for Inclusive Societal
Development’ developed
in partnership with De-
loitte, shifts the spotlight to
the informal sector, which
contributes nearly half of
India’s GDP yet remains
excluded from formal sys-

tems of protection, oppor-
tunity, and productivity.
Jayant Chaudhary, Min-
ister of State (Independent
Charge) for Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship
and Minister of State for Ed-
ucation, said, “Empowering
India’s informal workers is
not just an economic prior-
ity, it is a moral imperative”.
“The goal of Digital Skill-
ing in AI for workers aligns
perfectly with our national
skilling agenda by leverag-
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ing Al and frontier tech-
nologies to make learning
adaptive, accessible, and
demand-driven. By bring-
ing together government,
industry, and civil society,
this mission will ensure that
every worker—whether a
farmer, artisan, or health-
care aide—has the skills,
tools, and opportunities
needed to thrive in the digi-
tal economy of tomorrow,”
said the minister.

The report emphasises

that AI will not automati-
cally transform the infor-

mal sector. Technology
alone cannot break system-
ic barriers. Without delib-
erate human intervention,
focused investments, and
an enabling ecosystem, the
promise of Al risks remain-
ing out of reach for those
who need it most.To ad-
dress this, NITI Aayog has
called for Mission Digital
ShramSetu — a proposed
national mission to create

the roadmap and ecosys-
tem that will make Al ac-
cessible, affordable, and
impactful for every worker.

The mission will harness
Al, blockchain, immersive
learning, and other frontier
technologies to dismantle
structural constraints rang-
ing from financial inse-
curity and limited market
access to lack of skilling
and social protection and
empower informal workers
with tools and platforms
that amplify their skills,
increase productivity, and
ensure dignity in work.This
proposed mission empha-
sises on building inclusion
requires human intent, co-
ordinated action, and col-
laboration across govern-
ment, industry, academia,
and civil society.

Govt seeks publlc feedback on draft National Labour & Employment Policy

New Delhi,May 23 (GNS)
The Ministry of Labour and
Employment has released
the draft National Labour
&amp; Employment Policy
- Shram Shakti Niti 2025
for public consultation.
The draft policy presents
a renewed vision for a fair,
inclusive, and future-ready
world of work aligned with
the national aspiration of
Viksit Bharat @2047.

Rooted in India’s civilisa-
tional ethos of rama dhar-
ma - the dignity and moral
value of work, the policy
envisions a labour ecosys-
tem that ensures protection,
productivity, and partici-
pation for every worker. It
seeks to create a balanced
framework that wupholds
workers’ welfare while en-
abling enterprises to grow

and generate sustainable
livelihoods, according to an
official statement released
on Wednesday.

Shram Shakti Niti 2025
positions the Ministry of
Labour &amp; Employment
(MoLE) as a proactive Em-
ployment Facilitator, driving
convergence among work-
ers, employers, and training
institutions through trust-
ed, technology-led systems.

-

Tier-III cities, rural districts,
and MSME clusters, making

' employment facilitation a
nationwide public good, the

\ | statement said. The policy

The National Career Ser-
vice (NCS) platform will
serve as India’s Digital Pub-
lic Infrastructure for Em-
ployment, enabling trans-
parent and inclusive job
matching, credential verifi-
cation, and skill alignment.

Through open APIs, mul-
tilingual access, and AI-driv-
en innovation, the NCS-DPI
will connect opportunity
with talent across Tier-1T and

also places strong emphasis
on universal social secu-
rity, occupational safety and
health, women and youth
empowerment, and the cre-
ation of green and technolo-
gy-enabled jobs.

It aims to build a resilient
and continuously skilled
workforce capable of meet-
ing the demands of emerg-
ing technologies, climate
transitions, and global value
chains. By integrating key
national databases such as
EPFO, ESIC, e-Shram, and
NCS into a unified Labour
Stack, the policy envisions
an inclusive and interoper-
able digital ecosystem that

supports lifelong learning,
social protection, and in-
come security.

The draft policy reflects
extensive stakeholder con-
sultations and emphasises
cooperative federalism, evi-
dence-based policymaking,
and digital transparency. It
provides a long-term frame-
work for coordinated action
among the Centre, states,
industry, and social part-
ners to ensure that the ben-
efits of growth are shared
widely and equitably, the
statement said.

The policy also proposes
strengthening labour law
compliance through simpli-
fied digital mechanisms and
trust-based governance. It
encourages the adoption of
transparent and account-
able systems that reduce

the compliance burden on
enterprises while ensuring
effective protection of work-
ers’ rights and timely griev-
ance redressal.

Another key focus area of
the draft policy is enhancing
employment opportunities
in high-growth sectors such
as manufacturing, logistics,
healthcare, tourism, renew-
able energy, and the gig
and platform economy. It
seeks to formalise informal
employment and improve
access to decent work op-
portunities for migrant and
unorganised workers across
the country.

The policy further high-
lights the importance of
industry-linked skilling and
apprenticeships to bridge
the gap between education
and employability.

Investor participation surges to
13.4 ¢crin 5 years: SEBI Chairman

Mumbai, May 23 (GNS)
The focus of the Securities
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBID) on digital trans-
formation, such as e-KYC,
simplified onboarding and
mobile-first investment
platforms, has led to inves-
tor participation rising to
134 million over the past five
years, SEBI Chairman Tuhin
Kanta Pandey said.
Participating in a panel
discussion during the Glob-
al Fintech Fest (GFF) 2025
here, Pandey said several
technology-led initiatives,
such as the Investor Risk
Reduction Access Platform
and a Unified Investor App,
have strengthened inves-
tor protection and market
efficiency.It has led to con-

solidated access to hold-
ings, transaction history, e-
voting, and proxy advisory
recommendations. "Griev-
ance resolutions too have
been streamlined with Digi-
tal Locker and an upgraded
SEBI Complaints Redressal
System  (SCORES)," the
SEBI Chairman added.Talk-
ing about market efficiency,
Pandey highlighted India’s
transition to the "T+1 settle-
ment" that has shortened
the financial transaction
settlement cycle, making it
one of the fastest globally.
He also drew attention to
the expansion of Applica-
tion Supported by Blocked
Amount (ASBA) through UPI
for secondary markets, en-
suring safer.




ENGLISH DAILY

FALAKNUMA HYDERABAD, TELANGANA

) NEWS )}

Telangana aims to become USD 3
trillion economy by 2047: Bhatti

Hyderabad, May 22 (GNS) Telangana
Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vi-
kramarka on Friday said the Telangana
Government is committed to trans-
forming the state into a USD 3 tril-
lion economy by 2047, driven by rapid
infrastructure
development, and inclusive welfare
measures. Addressing the 49th State
Committee (SLBC)
meeting at Praja Bhavan, the Deputy
Chief Minister said Telangana’s econo-
my is growing at 10.7 per cent, signifi-
cantly higher than the national aver-
age of 8.2 per cent. He noted that the
state’s per capita income has reached
Rs 4.18 lakh compared to the national

growth, urbanisation,

Level Bankers’

average of Rs 2.1 lakh.

Bhatti Vikramarka said the govern-
ment is prioritising welfare schemes,
Musi River
rejuvenation, renewable energy, and
the construction of Future City and the
Regional Ring Road to boost economic
growth and employment generation.

Highlighting the banking sector’s con-
tribution, he said total deposits in Telan-

women empowerment,

gana had reached Rs 9.43 lakh crore,
while advances stood at Rs 12.34 lakh
crore, with an impressive Credit-Depos-
it ratio of 130.78 per cent. He appreciat-
ed banks for exceeding agricultural loan

nancing. He also announced that in-
terest-free loans for women Self Help
Groups would be increased from Rs 5
lakh to Rs 10 lakh to strengthen wom-
en’s economic empowerment. The

Hyderabad, May 22 (GNS)
In a proud and inspiring
moment for Telangana, *Ar-
chisman Thanneru, son of
senior BRS leader, former
Telangana Minister, and
Deputy Floor Leader **T.
Harish Rao, has successfully
completed his *MBA from
Columbia University*, one of
the world’s most prestigious
educational institutions.
The grand convocation
ceremony was attended
by Harish Rao and his wife
Srinitha, who expressed im-
mense happiness and pride
over their son’s remarkable

targets and urged them to extend great-
er support to MSMEs, women entrepre-
neurs, Dalits, tribals, and students.
Describing educational loans as
“investments in the future,” the Dep-
uty CM appealed to banks to adopt a
positive approach toward student fi-

Deputy CM further stated that Telan-
gana is planning to develop major in-
dustrial clusters in sectors including
pharma, Fab City, steel, leather, and
textiles to attract national and inter-
national investments into the state,
an official statement said.

academic accomplishment.

widely appreciated by po-
litical leaders, supporters,
academicians, and well-
wishers across Telangana.

The achievement has been

BRSV GHMC Coordinator
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Harish Rao’s Son Archisman Earns
MBA ifrom Columbia University

Advocate Mir Qurram Ali Hails Achievement as a Proud Moment for Telangana Youth

and High Court Advocate
*Mir Qurram Ali* congratu-
lated Archisman on this
outstanding milestone and
described the achievement
as a moment of pride for the
entire Telangana communi-
ty. Speaking on the occasion,
Mir Qurram Ali stated: He
further praised T. Harish Rao
for encouraging academic
excellence and nurturing
future leadership through
education and values.
Archisman’s accomplish-

ment at Columbia Univer-
sity symbolizes the growing
global presence of Telanga-
na youth in world-class in-
stitutions. Many supporters
and political associates not-
ed that his journey serves
as motivation for young
students to dream big and
achieve international rec-
ognition through hard work
and perseverance.

Social and political cir-
cles across the state poured
in congratulatory messag-

es, celebrating the success
as a proud family milestone
and a prestigious achieve-
ment for Telangana.

The occasion has become
a talking point among BRS
supporters and youth orga-
nizations, with many high-
lighting that educational
excellence and global ex-
posure among Telangana’s
younger generation will
contribute significantly to
the state’s future leadership
and development.

ACB raids former Deputy Collector's
properties, registers DA case

Hyderabad, May 22 (GNS)
Officials of the Telangana
Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) on Friday conduct-
ed simultaneous searches
at multiple properties
linked to former Medchal-
Malkajgiri Deputy Col-
lector Vamsi Mohan in
connection with a dispro-
portionate assets case.
According to sources,
ACB teams carried out
raids at eight locations as-
sociated with the former
official and reportedly
identified assets worth
several crores during the
searches. Following the
raids, officials registered
a case against him for al-
legedly possessing assets
disproportionate to his
known sources of income.
Sources said allegations
had surfaced against Vam-
si Mohan regarding large-
scale irregularities and

alleged misappropriation
of government lands dur-
ing his tenure in the Rev-
enue Department. He had
earlier served as Revenue
Divisional Officer in areas
including Serilingampally.

The allegations include
the alleged misappropria-
tion of nearly eight acres
of land in Abdullapurmet
and Piglipuram. It is fur-
ther alleged that the land
was registered in the name
of his father-in-law and
later sold to a real estate
developer.

Hyderabad, May 22
(UND A local court in
Hyderabad sentenced a
44-year-old man to 60
days of imprisonment for
allegedly harassing and
ill-treating his elderly
parents within the limits
of Narayanguda Police
Station.

According to police,
the accused, G Srinivas,
had been repeatedly ha-
rassing his aged parents.
Based on a complaint
lodged by the victims,
Narayanguda Police reg-
istered a case against him
under Section 70B of the
City Police Act and Sec-
tion 115(2) of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

The investigation was
conducted by Sub-In-
spector J. Srikanth Reddy,
who collected evidence
and produced the ac-
cused before the Special

Hyderabad court jails man 60
days for harassmg parents

Judicial Magistrate Court
at Nampally.

After examining the
facts and evidence in
STC No. 1780/2026, the
court presided over by
Judge M. Bhasker found
the accused guilty and
sentenced him to two
months’ imprisonment
along with a fine of Rs 50.

Police stated that the
action reflects their com-
mitment to safeguard-
ing senior citizens and
warned that strict legal
action would be taken
against individuals found
harassing or neglecting
elderly parents.

Hyderabad, May 22 (GNS)
Telangana BJP Legisla-
ture Party leader Yeleti
Maheshwar Reddy on
Friday alleged that farm-
ers across Telangana are
facing severe hardship
due to the State govern-
ment’s failure to ensure
smooth procurement of
paddy, maize and sor-
ghum crops.

Addressing a media
conference at the Bharati-
ya Janata Party Telangana
state office in Nampally,
he claimed that procure-
ment centres were suf-
fering from shortages of
trucks and gunny bags,
forcing farmers to wait for
days to sell their produce.
He also alleged that mid-
dlemen and millers were
exploiting farmers and ac-
cused the government of
deducting four kilograms
per bag during procure-

Hyderabad, May 22 (GNS)
Although the State Gov-
ernment boasts of being
pro-farmer, the ground re-
ality at grain procurement
centers remains deplor-
able. Kappati Panduranga
Reddy—former Chairman
of the Ranga Reddy District
Library Corporation and a
TRS leader—stated that it
is highly unfortunate that
the concerned government
machinery remains indif-
ferent, even as farmers wait
endlessly to sell their har-
vested produce.

He noted that out of the
grain transported by farm-

Farmers' Plight at Grain Procurement Centers
Government must wake up from its slumber : Kappati Panduranga Reddy

ers to the procurement cen-
ters established across vari-
ous mandals in the district,
less than 50% has actually
been purchased.

Under the pretext of
adhering to government-
mandated quality stan-
dards—and using the
excuse of "excessive mois-
ture" even for properly
dried grain—officials are
looting farmers by deduct-
ing a weightage of 5 to 8 ki-
lograms per quintal.

Farmers and laborers are
enduring severe hardships
at these procurement cen-
ters due to the complete

lack of basic amenities such
as drinking water and shade.
Furthermore, tarpaulins are
unavailable to protect the
grain from getting wet, leav-
ing farmers in constant fear
of unseasonal rains.

Even after successfully
selling their grain, a state of
confusion prevails as there
is no clarity regarding when
the proceeds will be cred-
ited to the farmers' bank
accounts.  Consequently,
farmers are being forced to
turn to private moneylend-
ers to secure the necessary
capital for their next culti-
vation cycle.

He urged the govern-
ment to expedite the pro-
cess of crediting the ad-
ditional bonus of Rs. 500
per quintal—intended for
farmers who cultivate fine-
variety  paddy—directly

into their bank accounts.
The government must fi-
nally shake off its slumber
and provide the necessary
quantity of gunny bags.
Strict action must be taken
against millers and officials
who harass farmers under
the pretext of moisture
content levels. Recognizing
the hardships faced by the
farming community, they
demanded that the pro-
curement of grain be com-
pleted on a war footing;
failing which, they warned
that they would intensify
their protests on behalf of
the farmers.

NIMS creates national record with 2,000 kidney transplants

Hyderabad, May 22 (GNS)
Nizam's Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (NIMS) has
achieved a rare milestone
by becoming the first gov-
ernment hospital in the
country to successfully
perform 2,000 kidney trans-
plants, marking a signifi-
cant achievement in public
healthcare.

Announcing the accom-
plishment on Friday, NIMS
Director Dr Beerappa said
the hospital performed its
first kidney transplant in
1989 and has now success-

fully completed its 2,000th
transplant surgery. He at-
tributed the achievement
to the dedicated efforts and
exceptional performance of
the doctors and staff of the
Urology and Nephrology
departments.

Dr Beerappa expressed |
gratitude to Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy
and Health Minister Damo-
dar Rajanarasimha for ex-
tending full support to NIMS
in delivering advanced med-
ical care to economically
weaker sections. He stated
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that NIMS has glven a new
lease of life to nearly 2,000
kidney patients, particularly
benefiting poor and middle-
class families. According to
him, nearly 95 per cent of
kidney transplant surger-

ies at the hospital were car-
ried out completely free of
cost under the Aarogyasri
Health Care Trust and the
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund
(CMRF). He added that the
government is also provid-
ing lifelong post-transplant
medication free of cost un-
der the Aarogyasri scheme.
Dr Beerappa congratu-
lated Dr Rahul Raj and the
Urology Department team
for successfully handling
highly complex kidney
transplant procedures, in-
cluding surgeries involving

multiple blood vessels, pe-
diatric transplants, and re-
transplants.

He also noted that NIMS
conducted the first robotic
kidney transplant in a gov-
ernment hospital in South
India. Meanwhile, Health
Minister Damodar Rajanar-
asimha congratulated the
NIMS medical team on the
achievement and said the
government is expanding
organ transplant services
in government hospitals to
make advanced treatment
more accessible to the poor.

BJP to tour procurement centres over
farmers’ distress: Maheshwar Reddy

ment. Maheshwar Reddy
criticised the Congress
government for allegedly
failing to fulfil its elec-
tion promises, including
the procurement of every
grain produced by farm-
ers and providing Rs 7,500
per acre under the Rythu
Bharosa scheme.

He questioned Chief
Minister A Revanth Red-
dy over claims that 80
per cent of procurement
had been completed, as-
serting that only around
24 to 35 per cent of pro-
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curement had taken
place so far.

The BJP leader an-
nounced that BJP MILAs,
MLCs and MPs would un-
dertake a three-day tour
of procurement centres
across the state beginning
Monday under the lead-
ership of Telangana BJP
president N Ramchan-
der Rao to assess farmers’
problems and expose the
“ground reality” of pro-
curement operations.

He said the BJP would
continue to stand by
farmers and would an-
nounce its future course
of action after completing
the tour. Maheshwar Red-
dy also alleged that de-
layed payments to farm-
ers were adding to their
distress, with many culti-
vators struggling to clear
debts and prepare for the
next agricultural season.
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Hyderabad Division
conducts 74th
DRUCC meeting

Hyderabad, May 22 (GNS)
The 74th Divisional Rail-

way Users Consultative
Committee (DRUCC)
meeting of Hyderabad

Division, South Central
Railway was held here to-
day under the chairman-
ship of Santosh Kumar
Verma, Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM), Hyder-
abad Division. This was
the fourth meeting of the
present Committee. Out of
18 nominated members,
10 members attended the
meeting. During the meet-
ing, Chairman highlighted
achievements of 2025-
2026 (April 2025 to March
2026) & during April & May
2026 and also various de-
velopment activities taken
up over the Hyderabad
Division, including status
of works at various Amrit
Stations.
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